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LIST OF DELEGATES BY CONFERENCES ELECTED TO 
THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF 1872. 





1. Alabama.— Ministers: Arad S.Lakin. Reserve: William P. 
Miller. 

Laymen: Henry C. Sanford. Reserve: Joseph Hoge. 

2. Baltimore.— Ministers: Lyttleton F. Morgan, James A. 
MCauley, John Lanahan, Henry Slicer, John S. Deale, Thomas 
M. Eddy. Reserves: William H. Holliday, William B. Edwards, 
Alexander E. Gibson. 

Laymen : Summerfield Baldwin, William R. Woodward. Re- 
serves: John W. Randolph, Andrew Boyd. 

3. Black River.— Ministers: Isaac S. Bingham, Lafayette D. 
White, Lucius L. Palmer. Reserves: Gardiner Baker, Melvin D. 
Kinney. 

Laymen: Barney Whitney, Willard Ives. Reserves: William © 
Whitney, David A. Stewart. 

4, California.— Ministers: John R. Tansey, William J. Maclay, 
Otis Gibson, Joseph H. Wythe. Reserves: Charles V. Anthony, 
Christian Afflerbach. 

Laymen: Robert G. Davisson, Edward Moore. Reserves: 
George B. W. M’Donald, Edward 8. Lippett. 

_ §. Central German.—JWfinisters: William Nast, Jacob Roth- 
weiler, John A. Klein. Reserves: Henry Liebhart, Jacob Kreh- 
biel. 

Laymen: Henry A. Faber, Rudolph A. W. Briiehl. Reserves: 
Henry Dornbusch, Jacob Kurtz. 

6. Central Illinois.— Ministers : William H. Hunter, Oliver S. 
Munsell, Andrew J. Anderson, Joseph S. Cumming, Francis M. 
Chaffee, Henderson Ritchie. Reserves: Richard Haney, William 
Underwood. 

Laymen: David M’Williams, Thomas Logan. Reserves: 
Robert G. Hannaman, Nathan E. Lyman. 
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7. Central New York.—Ministers: Dallas D. Lore, Jesse T. 
Peck, Benoni I. Ives, Luke C. Queal, Edward C. Curtis, Frank F. 
Jewell, Benjamin 8. Wright, Arza J. Phelps. Reserves: Albert 
B. Gregg, John B. Foote. 

Laymen: Eliphalet Remington, William J. Moses. Reserves: 
William H. Comstock, John P. Griffin. 


8. Central Ohio.— Ministers: William L. Harris, Alexander 
Harmount, Samuel L. Roberts, Thomas H. Wilson. Reserves : 
Joseph Wykes, Loring C. Webster. 


Laymen: George G. Hackedorn, William Lawrence. Reserves: 
John W. Hiett, William O. Seamans. 


9. Central Pennsylvania.— Ministers : Benjamin B. Hamlin, 
Thompson Mitchell, Francis Hodgson, Jacob 8. M’Murray, John 
A. Gere, Samuel Barnes. Reserves: James Curns, Wilson Lee 
Spottswood, David S. Munroe. 

Laymen:; John Patton, Charles W. Ashcom. Reserves: Will- 
iam W. Paxton, Mordecai W. Jackson. 


10. Cincinnati— Ministers : John W. Weakley, John M. Wal- 
den, John F. Marley, Richard 8. Rust, James F. Chalfant. Re- 
serves: George C. Crum, Asbury Lowrey. 

Laymen: Ichabod Corwin, Philip B. Swing. Reserves: Jacob 
Chambers, John M. Phillips. 


11. Colorado.—Ministers: Bethuel T. Vincent. Reserve: Geo. 
Murray. 

Laymen: John Evans. Reserve: Samuel H. Elbert. 

12. Delaware.— Ministers: Nathan Young. Reserve: none 
elected. 

Laymen: James A. Jones. Reserve: Hanson Handy. 

13. Des Moines.— Ministers : Uri P. Golliday, Bennett Mitchell, 


Joseph Knotts, Phinehas F. Bresee. Reserves: John W. Todd, 
Samuel Jones. 


Laymen: Henry C. Sigler, William H. H. Beadle. Reserves: 
Charles C. Nourse, George E. Griffith. 


14. Detroit— Ministers: Erastus O, Haven, Arthur Edwards, 
Thomas G. Potter, James 8. Smart, Lewis R. Fisk, Samuel Clem- 
ents. Reserves: Seth Reed, Manasseh Hickey. 


Laymen: John Owen, Henry Fish. Reserves: Willard M. 
M’Connell, George W. Fish, 
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15. East Genesee.— Ministers: Freeborn G. Hibbard, Robert 
Hogoboom, Charles W. Bennett, James E. Latimer, Dewitt C. 
Huntington, Thomas Tousey, Kassimir P. Jervis. Reserves; Will- 
iam H. Goodwin, Thomas B. Hudson. 

Laymen: David Decker, Solomon Hubbard. Reserves: Anson 
C. Lindsley, Ezra Jones. 


16. East German.— Ministers: Christian F. Grimm. Reserve: 
Julius F. Seidell. 


Laymen: Frederick K. Keller. Reserve: Ernst Baehr. 


17. East Maine.—Winisters: Charles B. Dunn, Lorenzo D. 
Wardwell, Ammi Prince. Reserves: George Pratt, Edwin A. 
Helmershausen. 


Laymen: Charles Beale, Horace Muzzy. Reserves: Hiram 
Ruggles, Reuben M. Brookes 


18. Erie.—WMinisters: Joseph Leslie, Moses Hill, Russell H. 
Hurlburt, George W. Clarke, James Marvin, William F. Day, 
Richard A. Caruthers, Orville L. Mead, John Graham. Reserves: 
George W. Maltby, Edwin A. Johnson, Homer H. Moore. 

Laymen: John 8. M’Calmont, Lewis Miller. Reserves: Cyrus 
Clark, John J. Elwell. 

19. Genesee.—_Winisters: Thomas Carlton, Richard L. Waite, 
E. Everett Chambers, Albert D,. Wilbor. Reserves: John B, 
Wentworth, Sandford Hunt. 

~Laymen: Francis H. Root, Joseph W. Brown. Reserves’ oR: 
Sanborn, H. I. Olmsted. 

20. Georgia.—Winisters: Erasmus Q. Fuller, Wesley Pretty- 
man. Reserves: Jerome Spillman, John W. Yarborough. 

Laymen: John C. Kimball, James D. Thompson. Reserves: 
Coke A. Ellington, William H. Francis. 

21. Germany and Switzerland.— Ministers : Ludwig 8S. Jacoby. 
Reserve: John F. Hurst. 

Laymen: none elected. 

22. Holston.— Ministers: Nelson E. Cobleigh, Frank M. Fan- 
ning, Jonathan L. Mann. Reserves: Raphael W. Patty, Jesse A. 
Hyden. 

Laymen: Nathaniel G. Taylor, John W. Ramsey. Reserves: 
Josiah J. Yeager, Newton A. Patterson. 

23. IMinois.— Winisters: Hiram Buck, William S. Prentice, 
William E. Johnson, Peter Akers, Preston Wood, William M’K. 
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M’Elfresh, Caleb P. Baldwin. Reserves: William F. Short, 
Nathaniel P. Heath, Robert N. Davis. 

Laymen: William Thomas, Joseph G. English. Reserves: 
Philip G. Gillette, William J. Henry. 

24. India.— Ministers: Henry Mansell. Reserve: James W. 
Waugh. 

Laymen: none elected. 

25. Indiana.— Vinisters: John J. Hight, Wiliiam M’K. Hester. 
Cyrus Nutt, John Kiger. Reserves: William F, Harned, Benja- 
min F. Rawlins. 

Laymen: Richard W. Thompson, Washington C. De Pauw. 
Reserves: Asa Iglehart, J. S. Smith. 

26. lowa.— Ministers: William F. Cowles, Francis W. Evans, 
Edmund H. Waring, John T. Simmons. Reserves: Richard B, 
Allender, Isaac P. Teter. 

Laymen: Isaac A. Hammer, James Harlan. Reserves: John 
Mahin, John I. Gilbert. 

27. Kansas.— Ministers : William K. Marshall, George 8. Dear- 
born, Robert L. Harford, Werter R. Davis. Reserves: Pearce T. 
Rhodes, Sheldon Parker. 

Laymen: William Fairchild, Jonathan J. Wright. Reserves: 
John Pipher, Joshua Clayton. 

28. Kentucky.— Ministers: William H. Black, Daniel Stevenson, 
Henry D. Rice. Reserves: William A. Dotson, N. W. Darlington. 

Laymen: Amos Shinkle, Hiram Shaw, Jr. Reserves: Benja- 
min P, Ferris, Reuben Patrick, 

29. Lexington.—_Winisters: Willis L. Muir. Reserve: Scott 
Ward. 

Laymen: Marshall W. Taylor. Reserve: Jefferson Porter. 

30. Liberia.— Winisters: Charles A. Pitman. Reserve: John 
C. Lowrie. 

Laymen: Daniel Smith. Reserve: none elected. 

31. Louisiana.— Ministers: Lucius C. Matlack. Reserve: Will- 
iam M. Daily. 

Laymen: Pierre Landry. Reserve: Robert W. Bowie. 

32. Maine.— Ministers : Parker Jaques, Stephen Allen, Charles 
Munger, Seba F. Wetherbee. Reserves: George Webber, Joseph 
L. Morse. : 


Laymen: William Deering, Francis A. Plaisted. Reserves: 
Chandler Beale, J. M. Heath. 


» 
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33. Michigan.— Ministers: John M. Reid, George B. Jocelyn, 
William H. Perrine, Israel Coggshall, Andrew J. Eldred, Carmi 
C. Olds, Myron B. Camburn. Reserves: Resin Sapp, Henry M. 
Joy. 

Laymen: Hampton Rich, Charles R. Brown. Reserves: Lu- 
man R. Atwater, John W. Stone. 


34. Minnesota.— Ministers : David Brooks, Thomas M. Gossard, 
Cyrus Brooks, Justus O. Rich. Reserves: James F. Chaffee, 
Chauncey Hobart. g 

Laymen: Abner Lewis, John Nicols. Reserves: E. T, Alling, 
John N. Hall. 


35. Mississippi Ministers : Albert C. M’Donald, James Lynch. 
Reserves: Moses Adams, John W. Dunn. 


Laymen: G. Wiley Wells, Mack Hill. Reserves: Frederick . 


Stewart, Edmund Foote. 


36. Missouri.— Ministers: Joseph H. Hopkins, Samuel Huff 
man, Nathan Shumate. Reserves: B.S. Weller, John T. Boyle. 

Laymen: James W. Lewis, Samuel W. Garrett. Reserves: 
T. J. C. Fagg, Francis D. Phillips. 


37. Nebraska.— Ministers : Thomas B. Lemon, John B. Max- 
field. Reserves: Alvin G. White, Martin Prichard. 

Laymen: Eliphus H. Rogers, Sterling P. Majors. Reserves: 
John Ritchie, William A. Burr. 


38. Nevada.—Winisters: Thomas H. M’Grath. Reserve: John 
D. Hammond. 
Laymen: Henry J. Blaisdell. Reserve: Henry Knapp. 


39. Newark.— Ministers: Isaac W. Wiley, Jonathan T. Crane, 
Alexander L. Brice, Robert L. Dashiell, James R. Bryan, Jona- 
than K. Burr. Reserves: Stacy W. Hilliard, Lewis R. Dunn, 
James N. Fitzgerald. 

Laymen: Yavid Campbell, James Strong. Reserves: Amos 
Hoagland, George J. Ferry. 

40. New England.—Ministers: William R. Clark, Gilbert 
Haven, David Sherman, Edward A. Manning, Lorenzo R. Thayer, 
William F. Warren, Willard F. Mallalieu, John W. Lindsay. 
Reserves: William Butler, George Prentice, Samuel F. Upham. 

Laymen: William Claflin, Lucius W. Pond. Reserves: James 
P, Magee, Thomas Kniel, 
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44. New Hampshire.— Ministers: James Pike, Calvin S. Har- 
rington, Cadford M. Dinsmore, Robert 8. Stubbs. Reserves: Silas 
G. Kellogg, Orlando H. Jasper. 

Laymen: Nathaniel 8. Berry, Horace W. Gilman. Reserves: 
Tra EK. Chase, F. L. Sprague. 

42. New Jersey.— Ministers : Isaiah D. King, Jacob B. Graw, 
Charles E. Hill, Joseph B. Dobbins, Aaron E. Ballard. Reserves: 
Garner R. Snyder, Thomas Hanlon. 

Laymen: Samuel A. Dobbins, James Bishop. Reserves: T. V. 
F, Rusling, James F. Rusling. 

43. New York.— Ministers ; Cyrus D. Foss, Morris D’C. Craw- 
ford, John Miley, Randolph §. Foster, Abiathar M. Osbon, Ste- 
phen D. Brown, William Goss, Sandford I. Ferguson, Joseph B. 
Wakeley. Reserves: Lucius H. King, Zephaniah N. Lewis, Henry 
B. Ridgaway. 

Laymen: William J. Groo, John B. Cornell. Reserves: Chas. 
C. North, George G. Decker. 

44. New York East.— Ministers: Albert 8. Hunt, Edward G. 
Andrews, Daniel Curry, George W. Woodruff, James M. Buckley, 
Thomas G. Osborne, William M’Allister. Reserves: .John B. 
Merwin, Hart F. Pease. 

Laymen: Oliver Hoyt, George G. Reynolds. Reserves: John 
French, Charles Parker. 


45. North Carolina. Ministers : William G. Matton. Reserve. 
Matthew Alston. 

Laymen: John A. Haskins. Reserves: Cyrus W. Alexander, 
Albion W. Tourgee. 


46. North Indiana.—Ministers : William H. Goode, Thomas 
Bowman, William 8. Birch, Ner H. Phillips, Orange V. Lemon. 
Reserves: M. H. Mendenhall, Lonson W. Monson. 

“aymen: Joseph A. Funk, William R. West. Reserves: Geo. 
W. Milburn, Aaron CO. Swazie. 

47. North Ohio.— Ministers: Francis 8. Hoyt, Aaron J. Lyon, 
Lorenzo Warner, William ©. Peirce, John A. Mudge. Reserves: 
Joseph F. Kennedy, Henry Whiteman. 

Laymen: Horace Benton, Henry Ebbert. Reserves: Sterling 
G. Bushnell, Welcome O. Parker. 

48. North-west German.— Ministers: Christian A. Loeber, 
Frederick Kopp, John J. Keller. Reserves: Frederick Schuler, 
William Pfiefle. ; 
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Laymen: Henry E. Dickhaut, Casper H. Schurmeier. Reserves: 
Jochakein Sefelt, John Spink. 


49. Morth-west Indiana.— Ministers: Allen A. Gee, J oseph C, 
Reed, Neison LL, Brakeman, Samuel Godfrey. Reserves: Aaron 
Wood, Luther Taylor. 


Laymen: Weary 8. Lane, John Brownfield. Reserves: Mark 
Jones, L. B. Sims. 


50. Ohio.— Ministers : Stephen M. Merrill, Joseph M. Trimble, 
Andrew B. See, William Porter, Thomas H. Phillips. Reserves: 
Barzillai N. Spahr, Frederic Merrick. 

Laymen: Leander J. Critchfield, Hezekiah 8. Bundy. Reserves: 
Mills Gardner, W. T. M’Clintock. 


di. Oregon.— Ministers: John F. Devore, Carroll C. Stratton. 
Reserves: Nehemiah Doane, Henry K. Hines. 

Laymen: George Abernethy, Joseph 8. Smith. Reserves: Ed- 
win N. Cook, William Patterson. 

52. Phitadelphia.— Ministers : Samuel W. Thomas, William C. 
Robinsoa, William H. Elliott, John P. Durbin, John B. M’Cul- 
lough, Wi:liam Cooper. Reserves: Robert H. Pattison, James 
Cunningham. 

Laymen: Thomas Tasker, Sr., Charles Albright. Reserves: J. 
Wesley Awl, James Long. 

53. Pittsburgh.— Ministers : Samuel H. Nesbit, Israel C. Persh- 
ing, John Williams, John W. Baker, Joseph Horner, Andrew J. 
Endsley, William Hunter, James S. Bracken, Charles A. Holmes. 
Reserves: David L. Dempsey, Stephen. F'. Minor. 

Laymen: Charles J. Albright, Alexander Bradley. Reserves: 
Jobn Hunter, J. W. F. White. 

54. Providence.— Ministers : Micah J. Talbot, Daniel A. Whe- 
don, William T. Harlow, David H. Ela, Frederick Upham. Re- 
serves: Samuel C. Brown, George W. Brewster. 

Laymen: George F. Gavitt, William A. Wardwell. Reserves: 
Timothy Keeney, Benjamin Pitman. 

55. Rock River.—-Winisters : Luke Hitchcock, Charles H. Fowl- 
er, Miner Raymond, Samuel A. W. Jewett, William H. Harring- 
ton, James H. More. Reserves: William C. Willing, William C, 
Dandy. 

Laymen: Grant Goodrich, Benjamin F. Sheets. Reserves : 
Frederick C. Petrie, E. P. Cook. 
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56. Saint Louis.—Ministers: Benjamin F. Crary, Augustus C. 
George, William H. Gillam, Matthew Sorin. Reserves: Thomas 
H. Haggerty, Jesse L. Walker, E. W. S. Peck. 

Laymen: Benjamin R. Bonner, James W. L. Slavens. Re- 
serves: Clinton B. Fisk, J. 8S. Waddell. 


57. South Carolina.—Ministers: Alonzo Webster, James B. 
Middletown. Reserves; Eliphalet"W. Jackson, Henry J. Fox. 

Laymen: Henry L. Cordozo, Charles H. Holloway. Reserves: 
Benjamin F’, Whittemore, Wilson Oook. 


58. South-eastern Indiana.-—Ministers : Enoch G. Wood, Samp- 
son Tincher, Francis A. Hester. Reserves: Williamson Terrill, 
Fernando C. Holliday. ' 

Laymen: KE. K. Hosford, James C. M’Intosh. Reserves: 
James H. V. Smith, David G. Phillips. 


59. Southern Iilinois.—Ministers: Robert Allyn, John Van 
Cleve, George W. Hughey, Ephraim Joy, Benjamin R. Pierce. 
Reserves: Christopher J. Houts, James A. Robinson. 

Laymen: William Stoker, Ethelbert Callahan. Reserves: 
Benjamin Hypes, J. Perry Johnson. 

60. South-west German.—Ministers : Philip Kuhl, John Schlag- 
enhauf, William Koeneke. Reserves: Henry Fiegenbaum, Ru- 
dolph Havighorst. 

Laymen: Dietrich C. Smith, Adam Klippel. Reserves: Gott- 
lieb F. Niedringhaus, Philip Eisenmeier. 

61. Tennessee.— Ministers : David Rutledge, John Braden. Re- 
serves: Felix W. Vinson, Otis O. Knight. 

Laymen: Thomas H. Caldwell, Robert Quinn. Reserves: 
William H. Huston, James G. Ogden. 

62. Texas.— Ministers: William R. Fayle. Reserve: George 
W. Honey. 

Laymen: Erastus Carter. Reserve: Hosea Johns. 

63. Troy.— Ministers: Homer Eaton, Elisha Watson, Merritt 
B. Mead, Chester F. Burdick, Andrew Witherspoon, Sanford 
Washburn, Erastus Wentworth, Samuel Meredith. Reserves: 
David P. Hulburd, Joseph E. King. 

Laymen: William Wells, Hiram A. Wilson. Reserves: Geo. 
L. Clark, Henry M. Seeley. 


64, Upper lowa.—Ministers : Alpha J. Kynett, William Brush, 
John Bowman, Richard Swearengin, Richard W. Keeler, Elias 
Skinner. Reserves: Henry W. Reed, Emory Miller. 
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Laymen: Hiram Price, Dennis N. Cooley. Reserves: Lorenzo 
D. Tracey, Cocker F. Clarkson. 


_ 65. Vermont.— Ministers: J. C. Watson Coxe, Horace W. 
Worthen, Isaac M’Ann, Joseph A. Sherburne. Reserves: Will- 
iam D. Malcom, Putnam P. Ray. 

Laymen: Paul Dillingham, Robert J. Saxe. Reserves: Asa M. 
Dickey, F. P. Ball. 

66. Virginia.—J/inisters: Elisha P. Phelps. Reserve: Andrew 
J..Porter. . . 

Laymen: William N. Berkley. Reserve: Harrison Phoebus. 

67. Washington.— Ministers : Benjamin Brown, Robert H. Rob- 
inson, James Peck. Reserves: Perry G. Walker, John H. Brice. 

Laymen: Aaron Shovelen, James A. Harris. Reserves: Henry 
W. Martin, Joseph Ambush. : 

68. West Virginia.— Ministers : Alexander Martin, Jeremiah W. 
Webb, Samuel Steele, Gideon Martin. Reserves: Benjamin Ison, 
Daniel H. K. Dix. 

Laymen: Chester D. Hubbard, Waitman T. Wiley, . Reserves: 
Thomas H. Logan, Nathan Goff, Sr. 

69. West Wisconsin.—Ministers : John B. Bachman, Joseph B. 
Reynolds, Alfred Brunson, Thomas M. Fullerton. Reserves: 
Richard Dudgeon, Peter 8S. Mather. 

Laymen: John H. Rountree, John E. Stillman. Reserves: 
Thomas D. Steele, Daniel T. Abell. 

70. Wilmington.—Ministers: John B. Quigg, Thomas J. 
Thompson, Wesley Kenney, Charles Hill. Reserves: John D. 
Curtis, Robert W. Todd. 

Laymen* Daniel M. Bates, Walter H. Thompson. Reserves: 
John F. Williamson, Thomas Mallalieu. 

i. Wisconsin.—-Ministers: George M. Steele, Phinehas B. 
Pease, Henry Bannister, Caleb D. Pillsbury, Wesson G. Miller. 
Reserves: Samuel Fallows, William P. Stowe.. 

Laymen: Riverious Elmore, William P. Lyon. Reserves: 
Hiram A. Jones, Byron Kingsbury. 

72. Wyoming.—Ministers: Reuben Nelson, Thomas Harroun, 
William H. Olin, William G. Queal, George Peck, De Witt C. Olm- 
sted. Reserves: William Bixby, Henry Wheeler, Luther Peck. 

Laymen: Ziba Bennett, Niels T. Childs. Reserves: Payne 
Pettibone, Horace G. Prindle. 


12 Summary of Delegates. 


All the Electoral Conferences of Laymen, except those of Ger- 
many and India, elected lay delegates. Delaware Conference did 
not elect any reserve ministerial delegate. Liberia Electoral Con- 
ference did not elect any reserve lay delegate. One ministerial 
delegate has died since his election, namely, Rev. M. B. Camburn, 
of the Michigan Conference. 








ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MINISTERIAL DELEGATES. 





Delegates. Conferences. 
Akers se eter annoy Sats FOGG oS OSA oot mOn Illinois. 
BeAdlens Ee Step emer ince tesiete steeterereleier tnt er Maine. 
3 Allyn, Robert.:........... dodcaadododsogodor Southern Mlinois, 
ACANCersOn ANTE Wid. -cre siete lores wit lati. eres .... Central Illinois. 
5 eAndrews, Hd wardiGan ssa. 0c sei swreels sate sieeie New York East. 
6. Bachmane John bhp ae tan een eee er West Wisconsin, 
(eBakersJOnUNWer- acc eeiner bis sit mere . Pittsburgh. 
S#BaldwinsCalebyR. 2. hi-e nce ieee eee Illinois. 
OuBallard. Aaron cyte vetleeies ole ae ete etnias New Jersey. 
LOsBannister vElenr yer eer. iais oieheriseieiis ene iene Wisconsin. 
Pie Barmes -Samuelereasea tidal tect eee tees . Central Pennsylvania 
12 Bennett, Charles W......... TOQH ETO A Su anoooe East Genesee. 
ES BING ham, “ISAC On «ccc cecal shaving sieepeenrealene Black River. 
14eBirch ~ Willisuy tvs ists sce tae ae sees ‘North Indiana. 
Loeb lacks William SH rete co cer cyeroste eerste Kentucky. 
TGP Bowman, * Ons stasiee cece crortecr eeu treo Upper Iowa. 
L7Bowmans ln OUtassm eater ne sie etee eel Tee North Indiana. 
As uBracken, JamMesnss: seis cles eke ee eee ee Pittsburgh. 
AOS Braden s JOM ls cert cctetelevor et olatentenererete ee aprentye Tennessee. 
20 Brakeman, Nelson L........ PES OBAA GAD Sdoans North-west Indiana. 
Si=Bresee, PHinehas. By Lites vere ceielectacotere ster erieiacee Des Moines. 
S2cBrice, Alexander sitet tte seers Newark. 
282 brooks, Cyrus Nereis hres epics tte ete eae Minnesota. 
DAP BOOKS DAV ta ctl 21s Verte eer ee ere Minnesota. 
25. Brown, Benjamin 2.5... o.0+> ane eee ‘Washington. 
26 Brown, Stephen D....... HDMnOM On Sadeinnadado New York. 
OT eBLUNsOns VATE as siciecors sins oe are che oe eee West Wisconsin. 
POMBLUSH Will Lali ra soastotatetere) fo stents ceiors ie tee teen Upper Iowa. 
A) USGI IRVINE IPS 6 Go peed da OOGCES SES oC OaSas Newark. 
SOSBUCK MEMPaAM seer rte petetclete re cist a uitteena noe ae Tilincis. 
Sie Buckley ames Me seriwinc. ci costoremee ner ce New York East. 
SdeBurdick #Chesters Hosters aeicoietveus leery ee oe we Troy. 


Soe DUIT. oO ONAL AME Keira einer: nee eee ant Newark. 


Alphabetical List of Ministerial Delegates. 13 


Delegates. f Conferences, 

Se \Cambutny- Myron Biss: 2. vtec lin leds cade Michigan. 
Pod aTLOn a EMOMAS L145 .c i asesel sais cocengbles ¢ Genesee. 

OG, Carmenere. Richard A: ia..to 5% se <isinlaan's Seas «4 Erie. 

Bi Cmaree, Eran eias NE coor. as sia ge tctale sae Central Illinois, 
S38 Chalianty Samed Bie oe cee cee siet'e cole ween Cincinnati. 

89 Chambers, Ebenezer E.................2.005 Genesee. 

BOr Clarice Wy MEIER Eo le accra ciSrateceretecgereieistereia a ok New England. 
Bl CAPO RGCOE EW occ Pec. osc ke ole'esarere'e eiehe elo 'sn a os Erie. 

AA CLEMONS A AUNICLS fase cele -csccctens-shererv's o's esis 'e'w'd vs Detroit. 

Sori Comber WeiNetson Bhs visa dered eo ofa sailed s Holston. 

aA Comomnalleleraele o.oo. cose ce anos eect ee Michigan. 

SGC oper WAAR 8. sion os Oslo soe 6's oes le wie Philadelphia, 
SC 7 Cowles aWilliamy Es rds oiccc-es 2a lene wien lsh oroe ate Towa, 

Bi Come ICOM WAGON S. 5 vice Sue keene te asec bens Vermont, 

£3 Crane hOnathany Ds)... cs asc. sus oh ole ne a ales Newark. 

BY Creamy, WEsCripann nel.) saicteuie nies e's siaio a6 slate! auc Saint Louis, 

50 Crawrords Morris, DC... oo. ojos secs dts es oe New York. 

Le CUMS AOSD ly Sai teyeis) verses cis) -- «1 o1s7oletars seh Central Illinois. 
OSE CUTE a AIC le penar eZee setae a eialailes:a eters ehe New York East. 
Da CUFIS CW ATONC 20.75 crcl siepsisioie o1¢ oicis che d elsisee niece Central New York. 
BA Dashiell dtobert, Ujcrcis\eisisieis aise 6 = 6. 21 « BDO Newark. 

[sted Dera Toe N NIGH IPSs Od DRS AAR a eee Bie ie Kansas, 

BGR Dave VWI TamABl ree royee cretesone « ccarallovstele ters :elere chats Erie. 

De Cale re OLMES tre ciel siecccavel et Fife <is's\ ele loreal eisieieiel eves Baltimore. 

DS? Dearborn; George 8... see, seein sete ewes Kansas, 
GIMDEVOLE RAO NMP sexe W siete aisse's)cfovaie osc oa cie'e\ sie. e 018 Oregon. 
GORDinsmore ss CaditordiMice. ..).2:17- els c/eleicisisisinis sie ve New Hampshire. 
61: Dobbing, Joseph B...-.. .j3- 2s cece es One a ere New Jersey. 

Goa Wun Chamlespbsotet- ics ste stole sicisicle)s!s </sie sie As, East Maine. 

GSP UT OLME Lenevareretealeterszsjolcho cates oP eiels) «"~ leie\e Philadelphia. 
GAPE ALO ELOMNCL se ccrieicia ois cls yafol tsi efole) avel ste ays, shecals) ete Troy. 

Go BOGY.< DNOMAS MDs orc chrmiete crolcne abs che'cielelersie)slc'eie s Baltimore. 

GG) BidwardsQ ATthUr is mist cicicienvcsits 6 cele ie «ie Detroit. 

Gee LA) LVL Edy eaeterchepetstcistoreyestiernvclo leis? o1e1s a" eleieielee Providence, 
Gspldred ANTE Wa Uecietscie sce icinie.cleie) s\n \elels elsie's)s Michigan. 
GOPMIMiobi ey allay He.) |). 210-1 eaieveleiel eee oe ele Philadelphia. 
OM EUGSLe yam ATIOTE Wr diat1<..\olc ov ois cleicielelsisiciele cleieiels Pittsburgh. 
LEVEN ELEAMICISBNV sleynvchaicla!si > /clejelaleletelsieyals) eve elere! 8's Towa. 

Ou Manminre a Brankee Mis, a/c «i stereieleieicislevslcfeicie.c «oie Holston. 

OME AVC MV ELI ANIN Everercksccksrerselelermreieta’s) tie) efe/el= css os Texas. 

7 Wormngon, Sandford Die sc ieeasie's «6s e's cm New York. 

(fs IM Meni bene) Lksedog poneibobes a0 Sun Ulababepre Detroit. 

GR UORS © Vis WI) -rcrr0\a'otcl cle sel eisisietatslaieis oiciel 6 sis oi New York, 
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78.Kowler, Charles: H............. ne ihe tae ale areca Rock River. 
WORM ULeT eB PASTOUSY Cie ccle o'cic)eials eee! sieve lojoledetaataeae Georgia. 
80 Fullerton, Thomas M....... aie nalsieietelnrenemagae West Wisconsin. 
BloGees Allee Ay get. ce h sear daa ema e North-west Indiana. 
S2UGeorge, AUP USHUS: Cos mre -\.)<1alore ccistehe seianersnemene Saint Louis. 
S35 Geres JONAS casters aist-coi yellow ale cleeanterteusiate Central Pennsylvania. 
BAEGADSON, (ObISss aro pints fois; ah ovens eo ereiais telareiniete arenas California. 
S5uGillamyy WalliamGlw.j.. wraicaie ci cremate Saint Louis. 
SGuGodireyeSamiel cen srt cierto rae peter North-west Indiana. 
Sia Gollidays srs a... siseretecicwteictatele stele eretee eee Des Moines. 
SB" Goode, sWralliamigH fst visio sesenansiane peers North Indiana. 
89> Goss. o William sa f.1<:tersie ace crererevateretersrorerarel eveiene New York. 
O0uGossardyRhomaAs MM... 101s le teescheteee eran tee Minnesota. 
OU Gralvarn co OMB avers sfofsi eves -tetoustaretenyenetetee eer cranes Erie. 
G2EGTAW. 1) ACOD Asean. cieieteio etter eis eae ites . New Jersey. 
O3cGrimmGunishianils. «sss sire aicure oer ere East German. 
94 Hamlin, Benjamin B............ WudSodsdtd oe Central Pennsylvania. 
Qo artord Ro bettalite., .- ite ceteiekelpictse te totter Kansas. 
96 Harlow, William T.......... ASP Moros clon Providence. 
OveHarniount,eAlexander.: noncemcics tees cents Central Ohio. 
Ps Harrington, sCalvin (8.22.4 ons ae eeeee ews New Hampshire, 
Qe Harrington, sie LE: iis a. /castactac on ee aace Rock River. 

LOOSEarrisse Walliams. -\.t. ciety srerte ee crers Central Ohio. 

LOPS Harroun MUM OMAS! cic e/cccclereist eu uit teehee Wyoming. 

402 Haven, Erastus ’O... 0.0.5 deus «esis cot tion en Detroit, 

HOSeelay.enss Gilberts meisccsse ccrseis oe seen New England. 

1O4 lester SM TANCIS CAs Sa cc s y tae heey cee ... 8. E. Indiana, 

10oe Hester qWalltameMeK. teeth ee een ein Indiana. 

10GeHibbard, Ereeborn (Gs. saeco ton East Genesee. 

207 Hight, done. Jee .is\ acces 5 meyer one Indiana, 

HOSPEUES Charles rear yess sake sisiehaieg ie Se ehceee Wilmington. 

100: HALL SO BAties URGE Fenlsb a's sec corse eye Remeee New Jersey. 

AsO ELI) 5 MOseS: cere tsiets rn starae cept a eee Erie. 

1d Patcheocks Luke sas... sicinls MigkaTeNstoteissseye RENE Rock River. 

He Hodason wMrancis...c1...5. crite eta eer Central Pennsylvania. 
dil Selosoboom Robert... ..1s ssi eee e eee East Genesee. 

a4 EOUnes sO Marlee AC.:, «:.). |. s.«'s es eee Pittsburgh, 

11> Hepkins Ose pa TH... 0 cers» ok ee eee Missouri. 

HG BELOMNED, el OSODH ais ajetecis cota srsiai es llete eames Pittsburgh. 

DUR UOV by BLAU CHO ceteris Ost t tt aa ides ataislos alates Se North Ohio, 

118 Huffman, Samuel...... siaisteielePefstatsteyste ihc hrs aE: Missouri. 

LI OSrn ghey, eGeOrgeuNVin..t. vsti sc lieeeee ae Southern Illinois, 

220 SHU AlbEr sso... esate bices vines es .... New York East. 


ot Hunter, sVWnWaeU, oipvte 2. eis'sls sido ates Ams s Pittsburgh. 
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Delegates. Conferences. 
122)-Hunterp WW illiatt Fo oo3 oka s eu ececeeoe ess Central Illinois, 
125 Huntington Dewitt Co. sg coerce c eee ve East Genesee. 
124) Damas, Messetl Te.) cane ce veiales se vee. Erie. 
125, Tres Beno MIN. cn ve viewer tedecaceres Central New York. 
DOG SACODy MOA WIS Sree ghee s'cs s Meee ees ov e's Germany & Switz’nd. 
Lae SACUCH ERED ss G22: fait See S ec coh be wees Maine. 
ASL CLVISWPRCARSITOID ce aie ctalera Sa rerc iis Cowie ete East Genesee. 
U2OMderyrenlae burma py .8:0 odoes crcsisieiess oiteteiceie eee « Central New York. 
130 Jewett, Samuel A. W..... Pacis alert ge ccicneictas Rock River. 
LOL SOCEM MCCOTSE Bisa soe sis eisai cies hee eies Michigan. 
Doe oomeaw, Wy TI We oe oi ia ice eee ce oe es Tlinois. 
183) Joy, Wpieaimte s. 26030505 o6.o6. cava tha ce dee Southern Ilinois. 
TOS, Keeler Hrehard, W.i5is-n cc gse seas nce ede ee vm Upper Iowa. 
SUB ICEMED IONE spyereis cieleisiere's clsieieiseeletejclerarase asians North-west German. 
DSUs INCI CV pW CSI OV: re iercicieie en Swvevepel cease cL arcroos eer Wilmington. 
Ds Mpa eC Mts OMIM IIR 6:4 nib culsior a aigrwleyel eile Seniciecia etre s Indiana. 
SS eno Mealy owls 21h ciahetafenslicPcl ojchate’sieisicl slerstshel sens New Jersey. 
ES OKA eine OW MENG chshccsselavalalaveredsteie elt wi ciaibienccete =i Central German. 
ALOR OES NOsepiieis ereheioretelnistelelarsreis sreuecsslerejansesrers Des Moines, 
WAT Keoenelkce WW WMAGN s cictsie- 6 «ie cletevisie s ¥'ele 4c one oie South-west German. 
PA DEK O PPM TC MeriC Joclccele!dinreists lets die.o « visle elsisiels North-west German. 
AAS RADE OTRO eress. clafeloleiers/eyeleveae'e aieisunie aceite South-west German. 
HAADKyNCLUMP AUP Maire sralrineieinereicis\s s:stoiniors cise oe Upper Iowa. 
PA Folie KT AMN CL See wie oe ercre sie valcyarteletse's essences Alabama. 
TAG SMA NAM AU EON ole cleteiclereiare ia: cieleveseiots oilcrais 6 Baltimore. 
AI Moat Clee) ADCS Es ntl vsele cic leieigare//oieie | «le aie eis East Genesee. 
148 Demon Ors see Vien ite siaisietn sc 0 viele eo cbe ve North Indiana. 
149 Lemon, Thomas’ B... 00... e kets eee r teen Nebraska. 
DBO) LesliesrhOSE PE wets ary a \cielel efor ole! e/er>laie'a\sie («lel = «= + Erie. 
A STG seus ed OU MGNY cists cls wisie 6 oreje eis s/c 0's) 0 b-e-0 New England. 
Warpuoever CHIESA Aten ulster cicys%ere\e'alc n/a! v0'<iese 6 North-west German, 
N53) Wore: MAW RSUID Ne cic veceinie 1/61. 01% + « ole) sin'a)ninieierele Central New York. 
154 Lyon, Aaron J... 22. ees cece nee e erences North Ohio. 
155 Lynch, James..........-..-eececeeeseceee Mississippi. 
156 M’Allister, Williain..........-..0++-eseee-s New York East. 
aL Ey VIIA TaD USA MC raretaredots:s/cie «lcieleleleleinietelnicis\cle eynisiecs Vermont. 
158 M’Cauley, James A................ AAS aR Baltimore. 
159 M’Cullough, John B...........-.0.2- eee ees Philadelphia, 
160 M’Donald, Albert C...........-+--seseeeeee Mississippi. 
161 M’Elfresh, William M’K.............-..2000- Illinois. 


162 M’Grath, Thomas,.........s.sssseeeeeeees . Nevada. 
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Delegates. Conferences. 
16S MUMurray, Jacob 6... 0-2. cece ene cn eee Central Pennsylvania. 
164 Maclay, William I..............se see eees California. 

165 Mallalieu, Willard F............---eeeeecees New England. 
166 Mann, Jonathan D..... 0... wc ees ees - = Holston, 

167 Manning, Edward A...........-.0+e+0-++++- New England, 
168 Mansell, Henry................. ales sit ste Sisys . India. 

169 Marley, John F......... APeece sna ee cas Cincinnati. 

170 Marshall, William K..... SERRE Rey ise sates Kansas. 

gd Nbartin Al exam Cera ostserelcieielelsieienerscietererererere West Virginia. 
AS e Martins GickeOnirrcters foci ieieeciere crtintsrsiiiaietseiel= West Virginia. 
7S eM anviit IAMS scpevelelstel ecsrefslerslsteierclelersioisianeteleserele Erie. 

AAO Ma tack, mau CHU) © srreyerevalsronetateioters ole eteieiereneie ois Louisiana. 
A7owMattony Wallis’ Ginette siacin cicleetatelers ecclts North Carolina. 
U7 Gea xticl dev OMNME.elaana stale anerscterers syria rrr Nebraska. 

ee MGC Wiking Uo heaag cooGnbuoUDoadauOtOOONe Troy. 

UP SeNieads Onvilloslinrterectetsic/alaieferere setetotelet steers teier- Erie. 

fe OM Mere Git han SAME ly sravereystrctaleyactsiaslelotetelets inate Troy. 

LSOe Merrill Stephen ele, 2.7.) .c:ctelatsrsielee SxoddenaS Ohio. 

1S1y Middleton; James Bipiee «cro scie-s ane onissrelers ere , South Carolina. 
SQ Wil ever OHM eererucioprtye c+ este ois AOOAOODOSHO oor New York. 

188 Miller, Wesson G..... aaj slarebeveiels, seckcorsteremiorayerene Wisconsin. 

184: Mitchell, Bennett............... Sleias ectclee Des Moines. 
AShe Mitchell HOM pPsON vce neicee cote emcee Central Pennsylvania. 
TEGmMONe JAMES VEL ciic scitercotlelielcieiatars Siehwesvare eye Rock River. 
Sve Morgan ViyctlevOn sb ates isryorses a <1-ictelsleletetusritete Baltimore. : 

ASSP Mud we POnNGAG, satanic sisiee ocrctemiisaloe setts North Ohio. 
189 Muir, Willis L...... stehe fet ietetetaie eielniste » s'v/sje ata Lae ALOR: 
19OpMunirer Charles ist. ass cceleslcimiion!e cistere errs Maine. 

191 Munsell, Oliver S..... SGAO BOONE Ohad odoNeS Central Illinois. 
192 Nast, William...... eights irsioveohove ae eratstete atovete Central German. 
193 Nelson, Reuben..... noduOa at Boo deqe annec Wyoming. 

HOSEN es bil HS Amiel eis caerroretecaletelcte: ceria retraite Pittsburgh. 
195 Nutt, Cyrus....... aerststatscrousceys Se oars aXe Indiana. 
196)-Olds, Carmic@ secre, cre eee ee setere neers Michigan. 

£97, Oling: Willian H.52 2.0 serene leet eee E Wyoming. 
L19STOlmstcad, WeyVvatt Co. 7.).eie ae eee Wyoming. 
LI9ROsbon eA biachar iM... % 2's heey New Your 
ZOOROsborn. “Lh Omasy Ge.) :on\eicirs coy ee eae New York East. 
PO PalmerauEciusaly esc cic. orale Coke ee Black River. 
ZOomP ease we hinehaebe annette Wisconsin. 

PUBL EC RGUCONO Rn rere cielo sicis. c's leas cere one Wyoming. 

ROTM ECK WI AMES crerrcjots sincisisistete’s lols s cleicicion acer Washington. 


205 Peck, ARES ISS Sterns od ME SOR O aGin . Central New York. 
BOG PEICe WW MANE Ons ces Sac sstecse ce os oe North Ohio. 
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Delegates, Conferences, 
Diet Con Denia Rao ee 4 lakes does es aae Southern Illinois. 
208 Perrine, William H.......... Deri Nariecs wat Michigan. 

209 Porshine Mcrae. 02). 85.0 obese eck Pittsburgh. 
LORRI S, ANA Dear iit fais aioi8, eters e's ca's visacwale Central New York. 
aut eb belps, MMW. os occ. . <k5tsu ard clenest ose. olde Virginia: 
Pho EMA SOR alee ie tsa sass < sotick S felp aloes 4 ove North Indiana. 
elo, Philips, (homes Eo.) .c. 6. Sed. oahaie ves Ohio. 
LA DEAK Cpe Ree URN eo < seha sites dss Shi, sincan ses New Hampshire. 
25> Pillshunya@aleb ADs no. ee cscs: «Slee coe ss Wisconsin. 
SiGe Hyver Chanlos way co. -c.5,) seve «ie suclsis se crecgie ove Liberia, 
Oe Moreri Walia + 4. oo. kee lea. Ohio. 
PUSME GET MUN OMMISM au cist ee oie hae ins else so! Detroit. 
PANS) JERS OTE AIGUIPRNT INS eee Gig ast Cet meee mee Mlinois. 
P2UPPTELLY MAM | WVIESLCVols «cies cyiheetetecis cetationce s Holston. 
OM ACID G CAPA UNUM tele: Gre 4 olssc\ dies t 0 eieranr cial iow alee East Maine. 
D2QMG) eal eM ORC apy cine) s\sinreit a ieieteiereivelale Meets tec Central New York. 
Sau UEAL eV MAINA icc slelele face) aatels vere! 4 tvelata -tute Wyoming. 
ZOO WI ATO MM Y Diateristsyel oto. cnel seinieielSies «<< sieeve dles Wilmington. 
Bode RAN YOM OM MEIMOLS, 5 calcters aie fe1o) rey oto acorsl ass Shere eSale Rock River, 
22 OMIRC COM OSCDINN secversn recs eaveuepsrinls) raya eessieak ts North Indiana. 
Qa eid OUMeOM trace apelrcle asthe’ Bodenocaher Michigan. 
PASMRevDOMs I OSEPM Dm.) oer afen ccs <i oles, shne.e suelo West Wisconsin. 
ec Opie creme Miya ye2cr-porctevarelel syoseteralorai=) Yar sielclers ols Kentucky. 
QSOPRIC Shu sno aia aeeercie cee noe shor escere(atede ele vecera Minnesota. 
Solus Clilerm el CMCLERSOM gehess ys etejeyeisiels «ec-leienere sae Central Illinois. 
SOP RO DELS aU OMe Mr err ey ticre, syst a cicisaen ciel iekcs are Central Ohio. 
ASS MROMINGOM MP EV ODERG Hts .\ay-tate cei ep cvete evi eiere wes odie Washington. 
234 Repmson, Wiat Cl. oo cc. cece es wee e Philadelphia. 
SSO MROEBWEILEN MebACOD a vesrsyercso sper alessi sieve! st oy->=)e's! shan Central German. 
OS GMEGUSI RE EM LGMA EC Stile viaje ocr eherers tederarcrsvslera tench Cincinnati. 
Om EVLLCG Ae MUANACE a eialaisnleiaeaiclsepetcleisieis/e 0 e+ ele Tennessee. 
PssepcnlagenbautlOUN a. clos efee ie) 7. o's .., South-west German. 
eB SCO ATNG RO Wales ttc raiser isle) ejayaeccres ole! ern =1a'si eon ebale Ohio. 
240 Sherburne, Joseph.A............. Hehe es ee Vermont. - 
OAS ive wie mel) ville ct yaictver<)atn oie = «/=lo iniiescheyaetss New Eneland. 
SAO Slama hewn NebuAN ie tsrerciecclene: > occtci< ceslometerponsmeseenae Missouri. 
LOM SaiTMOMse OMI bere cvcls cio) says crajeleveetet ate ey coterie Towa. 
QUE Sicha), DER ae bam son apouooos Goon onoreedn Upper Iowa. 
OME (Si Ces IRON ee dpgognunE Hoh OO CO bEOEnoOne Baltimore, 
OAGE Sina tty MAM CS Saat .fs.2- pe alerlalersfenctels cto, se1 sic) 4 Detroit. 
947 Sorin, Matthew........ cn p eee nels Aker eRe St. Louis. 
DAG Steele, George Me yea. tec. tncie e+ ese Wisconsin. 
9AG Steele, Samuch... cy ece eee se cece cece eee West Virginia. 
250 Stevenson, Daniel...........-... ‘ SO nideOae Kentucky. 
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Delegates. Conferences, 
Bol Suabhons Carroll Cri ceseie «icicle wie «in iiviere’ as inlets Oregon. 
2isp}teinnls\ 41840) dae tebq geedenuooG abo od eueo dod 50 New Hampshire. 
258 Swearengin, Richard............ Ste seieegeouscens Upper Iowa. 
254 “Talbot, MCA Se 5.) 6:2)1 s\esiw seis iesiee soll Providence. 
Qbo Danseys gd OM eRe ee) 1- elaleloyeloreiee ex -teue orelsss, California. 
26> DHAyer pLiOrenZO! Eas. cic.chsj0jsejarovaieroredeceieurielei=vo) New England. 
257 Thomas, Samuel W............. Merce atevas Philadelphia. 
258 Thompson, Thomas J....0. 0.0 .c0ss cece ee Wilmington. 
2o0 MIN Cher, Bean PSOMe wekar tent teil andres tas South-east. Indiana 
ROU LOUSEY, os UNOMAS: spetee enustoneierecloiinieaeisye idan East Genesee. 
261) Trim ble JOsep LPM «sc iwtaseretorievenevetersiesetes-c siete Ohio. 
262 e Upham, eMredericnrtrmraewnre terete crenata Providence. 
78s WE COC AIO Mees pe cena owen good At oeae nod Southern Illinois. 
OGAEVincent phetiitele ly: 4 4 ppt tts weno eras alate Colorado. 
265 Waite, Richard L...... Miele sister aoe eee ee Genesee. 
266 “Waleley, doseph Biaii).. os. «nada caress New York. 
267 Walden. Jonna. wcrc siete ae eee rere Cincinnati. 
268 Wardwell Lorenzo Wei ame us oe omens East Maine. 
BOOM Waring we COVUNG SEM, aceite a atsiceites sce saps aeons Towa. 
O70 Water a uOLeNZOs nace e as astern teas ee ele North Ohio. 
OrdeaWiarten, sWallianadl esc tee s sete torr Glee ts New England. 
272 Washburn, Sanford..... Be ates encarta Troy. 
Qs WiatsonseWlishase «5 sepsis aise ewe ation Troy. 
BTA Wieakleya.d ODE Wis .citaccrite eine mene Cincinnati. 
OTD VVIE Dstt CLOMID Wine vetercrel tren oe eee ae West Virginia. 
Di GmWcebsteheeAlONZO ware sitet ee eet South Carolina. 
OT ipeWicnt wort, brashUsSts: «cutee een eet Troy. 
271 8eWetherbeesseba born), 20s wens tia even Maine. 
279 Whedon, Daniel A......... RAPS ony a Providence. 
BSOMVibicewliatavetten Dwarves heme cee anne Black River. 
28 LAV DOR EA LD CREM: reyecter kunine vege «Peon eae rete Genesee. 
282) Wiley. sagchWiee sec seer cer RSL PASSA SE TIOS Newark. 
283 Walliams. JON etc aeeeeene heer rein , Pittsburgh. 
OSA Wal sone bhomas cel. n. 1. cetysi tence te meee nee ere Central Ohio. 
QED WALDETS POON ANTI CTC Winrrciet oir see emer tee Troy. 
286 pW OO, REMUCHY GC jarte,-1c1ocr ei ej seis eerie South-east. Indiana. 
OST MVWOOd SRLEStONe Ete eat es. et eee .. Illinois. 
DBSmWiOOdrott GEOroOMWi nko cs srl lose k een ee New York East. 
ROOMW OLthenguelOrace Wratntcacisen ns oem eee Vermont. 
DOOD Wright; Benjamins, ypjacs >. + decay ou ee Central New York. 
SOL aWaythe ve OSCP Viera mimere tis cin tren tess ae California, 
292 Young, Nathan.......... SIGE PIAGD O5 ASC OG Hc Delaware. 
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Delegates. Conferences. 
IY Aca viae NOSES IN fob ey ts. ao.sic doa iepseie asielacs Goes Mississippi. 
On Ailerbach @bristians:\.jyacetees sess avu occ. sche’ California. 
8 Allender: Richard) Biv ...,. 5..6 0% 53 Aad aa oae o Towa. 
Ay Alstom mn Vart elle Wacra ws,saysrelctevexeierever<crs ictoqstotetons North Carolina. 
owAmbhonywOharless Vias «crs cssctaclereyse eae see oe California. 
Gebalcern Gar cinereans in sim aetiele cee sisiensrerete Black River. 
Pf Vex One, AAAUN LC) seats i Ree nce means a ee eae Wyoming. 
SPO VLC eon airs weal nonentcr a teenee omilerarals tia Gace Missouri. 
OPISLEWSECIEE COLD BVVisletescrel <lore sieetevays sietois cher eclers Providence. 
HOME TICR MIO Mnpllegee set area ccys\ acer oitte el sucacrs «alee ce,» Washington. 
TPIS One eenmMel Cccriey ctaloaeice terete tctelelepste ateccerare Providence. 
LOM BULle mm yplllia merc st pyre isan frame etcc ss ors ob New England. 
de © hance dames he yacten chore, casveceieen Cac s sy othsala Minnesota. 
As Coums Georges Cxraii can sieya ects Gavsincieieine nace els Cincinnati. 
LOR CUInING MAME NAMICS fclestale diel sisisi sve scree « Philadelphia. 
GAC namaste dana carscrtasch yap erent aie. AIA e Central Pennsylvania. 
ily) Cligete HOS ID: Sars Be ocededbd Cun Gpuceao Wilmington, 
TSS ailivae Valliant ise rctcrtejetectsialatese scyetckecs a cathe! = Louisiana, 
LORD aril yam VV cUlliamine Ofvermyspe ste siete stelstet weiss vss est Rock River. 
20 Darlington, N. W....... ‘hinmon copplodoamicdae Kentucky. 
Qi Davies wROMeLuy Nertarlet, islerstatste isis ve .cta's) ale) aja" s Illinois. 
Oe Dermipsoyry D Avil Caaluswantaty ctelcteiseisisircraf slots eis scr Pittsburgh. 
2B De. ADAMI a tlelen een od enp DOOD RU BEDOnt eT West Virginia. 
QAS DOAN NCHOLALAN oe) icltate acters e) ele/-'aiei e191 Acie, <'* Oregon. 
DU OLSOUMMNY LATIN ANG mlelcdee sta) Sialel ode sjele/e<leioisiele Kentucky. 
QGmDid econ LCM AEC er rierec oie .ec arson tajais cua West Wisconsin. 
Pat DEN AOA Mi sa eecodesoppEcoUoObO dE OT cour Mississippi. 
OXs) Ibu J VENPAE REE ASE OE nO UBR EBON OOOO OD bn eDoe Newark. 
DOPE Giwardsye Will caine 2y/0))92\ciebeloharslielaicle) piel! eee Baltimore. 
AO) oil ch sees s bipde ocd Honor coudddo ,... Wisconsin. 
81 Fiegenbaum, Henry ................ Bee hited South-west German, 
$2 Pitzzeraid, dames Nie). facies ns v= 0)- Newark. 
Gey (alee), POs) ep omkonwek ranting blond boson mdr Central New York. 


84 Fox, Henry J. .... 26.6.0 - eee eee nee eee South Carolina, 
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Delegates, Conferences. 
35 Gibson, Alexander E............. Peete oa Baltimore. 
86 Goodwin, William H.............--...---: East Genesee. 
87 Gregg, Albert B........---- eee cece eee eee Central New York. 
88 Haggerty, Thomas H............-+....---- Saint Louis. 
SUM skye colad loli Dias ats aque Gecs oo cod 6 Nevada. 
ZK) 18 Eid HO NY Gog apap coo gd modounndo 3 2c Central Tlinois. 
AWE Talkin Coos Sb eM eerg coo ces a aUo Onde Sano abosd New Jersey. 
AD elarneds Williametys cece inwvsteet selon ey atlas Indiana. 
AS Mavachorste ted Opis... trtaereryecueereeseapa lee South-west German. 
44 Heaths Nathaniel. bers 1 umissrnteyacors tre seeiueraie Ae Illinois. 
45 Helmershausen, Edwin A.................0. East Maine. 
AG Hickey, .Manacseh ravage aiacuis en cane em CtuOlt, 
A SEM ALA A SCAG yan smeiese ok seeks otal niet teste Newark. 
AS PEIN es SH Enry Rew iecicsreyeecioyees tisk enantieven suchen teenies Oregon. 
AQ MLOb ATE CHAUNCE Yaa os ciara cece eto ata econ Minnesota. 
SO PHolliday, Memando: Otc aac yee South-eastern Indiana. 
SlsHolliday swWalliam ok aa.s-e wasn ve tke Baltimore. 
BRISK E CoA RN EREA SSE Sh Gb oS bon phan t's Texas, 
HeMAouts, Christophers sacceeine (ramen neers Southern Illinois, 
SLSHudsonee TOM ASH... nc. tsecio seven ine meee Hast Genesee, 
boweulburds David Pry eiie saint veer eens Troy. 
DG MebuNt sOAMCLONG mis skys aya eee Nesta cone Genesee. 
DiMELUTSt. ROM, Ber risers cashes deemetones Gophers Eh Ger’y & Switzerland. 
58 Hyden, Jesse A...........-. SER bb ee nies er Holston, : 
DOP ISON een ANN serena cuavels ee erie eee oe West Virginia. 
CORJackson wuphalet sWoe cnr aeeeser ene ee South Carclina. 
Gly Jaspers OnandOowel sani: ancl eeie hare New Hampshire. 
G2EIOMMSONS Echy Ue sg, peNeeuae tenor tre tear Erie. 
Gomviones; sSamiclig panes vei kone aie erence Des Moines. 
GAS OV EL RLY Nee tescreretisitic Sine schon Ree ARR Michigan. 
G5 Kelloce: Silas aioe. att iar ee tne New Hampshire, 
6G Kennedy: Joseph dP ener eon North Ohio. 
Gy King, Joseph ios... ke eee eee Troy. 
63 Shang Tiles blac: 25-2 a ae eee New York. 
SorKinney Melvin. Din eee Black River, 
BOsKnight, OOS O or vis uc 5. ois ce ee Tennessee. 
Wl TOR DICU TP ACOD cscs oaSi Sip %e n’s.o. sc Central German, 
wo Lewis, meplianiah NioooG.t on» cocceone Coe New York. 
(BS sLdebhiart) Hepryyns oe sacs «sdk soak oe eeneral German, 
MAPLIOWLOV@ARDITY We See le. tets ene ote ae en eee Cincinnati. 


"5 Lowrie, John CO... o.002... 2 .. iene Liberia. 


Ministerial Reserve Delegates. 21 
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LO Malcolen MWalliam Dees com ktae soc cress seek Vermont, 
Tt Maltoy rOeoree Waals peaches sess os cess 5 vie oe Erie. 
MOMMA DEN CCCE SO iiee tne 5 ches sae tm aueceietes, saa lazie ee + West Wisconsin. 
OR NTC MO CINE LIME VV Seilinne siya aie eden at creMcher shake at hao North Indiana. 
Sr Merrick wMrecdeniCrans. 5 c0 shee sees eee Ohio. 
Si Met wans JOWNMB es cats ch eercche nse ee dee New York East. 
ire i Bil are DOIN bigs ociece cin mere ee oe emai Upper Iowa. 
Soo MallerMVVllnatnwles we casa aaishse ksh eterecepel ct eekerst es Alabama. 
Sfe Minor spepiemeb aan msrissseits sets eee oe Pittsburgh. 
SomMONTOS PAV UGS tec ctave sk cateyebaicdce-sect ose. elecateuess Central Pennsylvania. 
SGBMONSON, ALOMSOM) Weis tg sihs causes, oyeneca’s.«i4.ene ste North Indiana, 
SUMO OVE MEO MCT eal iarsia) aeechets) sini Wool ssehahocst eter oie Erie. 
SSMNLOTSC NOSE Mb siaiet cre) <ie.-tore npc ton sestten sce e ie 3 etsicks Maine. 
SOMME ANE COLOC rn terpstanecieislep es ioeselieioceoiesersiare Colorado, 
DOmWarkemisHeld Ons. actos css ss Bee ean ce Kansas. 
OUGMULLISOn MRO WEDb EL escent eels co srelecsieo nie Philadelphia. 
OZe Patty RUA el je)<iscouece oles cietsieveseseveisle's ofahsi Holston. * 
Jie CASE NEL AN Meee lay cny ters ishecsfapevelclaysecsato-e'cbatestece’s New York Hast. 
QAP OC KE SRNR a oar dc aces cnase, se tones bai sielosel a) el laters eke Saint Louis. 
Sis IMek, ILUMUNGY 666 oe bbe oceS bbe oS hob oeDoOobEd Wyoming. 
NG Piactie a Wi albiarnir ects tels'< suyet  kshele tata clas North-west German. 
Hr leone, MunGheyy dos ab nabapdsehesbuapeofSopc Virginia. 
OSM Abe G CORC Cre cleteteietalslelssel ed: Tote rertl ole) fo)! e//o ale East Maine. 
OO UPreni ies HOR LO:, sis ae eles storclovieeiy ans caes New England. 
OO Aamircoeiye kk Mier bts Home ononDe cues pp oon oes Nebraska, 
LOI Rawlins, Benjamin Wess <-so-e- -cleoeees Indiana. 
iM Many. Istvan Ieee Bomb Bhp. Got oppo obotecn Vermont. 
108 Reed, Henry W........ preteen eee e enone Upper Iowa. 
TOAMREC Um Setindasrmreiercrse cise REGEN DEIR CES Ra eanOe Detroit. 
TOD RU OG Ca CALCEUD siriyets crete’ la ete ecle eleioic)e ect <ta.01 Kansas. 
106 Ridgaway, Henry B.........--..+++..---0+- New York. 
107 Robinson, James A..........--e eee eeeeeeee Southern Illinois. 
108 Sapp, Resin .........,...ee cee cere eee eee Michigan. 
109 Schuler, Frederic ................- oeoe-... North-west German, 
110 Seidell, Julius F.............+0--220e, ...-- Hast German. 
jal Severn, Wh ols Soeto nae adenine Dab Ear arenas teiattcis Illinois. 
442, Snyder, Garner By...% . 02 eisecmieeie tees sees New Jersey. 
118 Spahr, Barzillai N.............--..... a eteivoOUIO, 
114 Spottswood, Wilson Lee ........... eonaneior at Central Pennsylvania. 
115 Spillman, Jerome ........+..-seeee-ee ee eee Georgia. 
116 Stowe, William P................. Hbkoouds Wisconsin. 
PPT Waylot, LUCHEL . Co iaelee oa! ald eimistawie oieie aoe North-west Indiana. 


F1B0E crx Wy MSINBON Ades ts cae ewe ease a cle South-eastern Indiana 


22, Ministerial Reserve Delegates. 

Delegates. Conferences. 
ALON Peter, Msaacab ya carsiecte cl ere eee eteeer eters eile Towa. 
TAD Stoo JOON. doouusacboGonskoasanasue duns Des Moines. 
Aieod deo MWe sss oe neues elec ee Wilmington. 
122 Underwood, William .......... ole seetercietcts Central Illinois. 
IEBY WON SEIU EIN, Gonsocdconadagenecc 5845s New England. 
AZEMVAMS OD eh CLIX AV ioe oreo rcteretate ener oteveteletercos tke tete intone Tennessee. 
Weby Nivel dhetse) Iie Se Ob guoopsponcc0s gontabed Saint Louis. 
MZGr Wider sie eriyaGrjnve mielaterns erstotete sire eleds ete ale Washington. 
PAE MWVENRIE SESW Es 5 55 Kan ooo eeepUdNdAdbo aan Lexington. 
1Wtey \NMETEIG DENN 55 55 odie opucouGopooope ac India. 
HAD ANG) NEI EVO Shc Geamhceousbonansoadunos Maine. 
180 Webster, Loring ©............+.....:..+++++ Central Ohio. 
LOIS Weller rE Gov titre. ccroren fe = sree cree etree ae Missouri. 
USP VTL Ot Ny SONI 1h ak Game bop KNdansonneds Genesee. 
USS GWiheeler yw Euea nye ives etcreres- 1: oe toisreieietoeiers etna Wyoming. 
ABE AWC ALVA Gaerne cite Sects aonn ee estate eIers Nebraska. 
LSS AWiNIceMAnae CNT tte nee aceite tee North Ohio. 
LEGON illing aWalliamiO seein ce mere Rock River. 
Bee AW Koreys Hed OLS Aas KAR OMAR A aha as ois North-west Indiana. 
13S BWV KeS, (OSC DU yercrelotetemten tiers locct ete ethicists Central Ohio, 
139 Yarborough, John W....... hadadocosdodoae Georgia. 

—————_<90+0g____ 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF LAY DELEGATES, 





Delegates. Conferences. 

do A bemethy George. : nro) Nu as einen ree Oregon. 

2 Albright hotles spt c cay oe a Marans Philadelphia. 

8 Albright, Charles J...... BA Ee RE SS Pittsburgh. 

£ -Ashcom,(Oharles Woo se be meee ene Central Pennsylvania. 
5 Baldwin, Summerfield................ Petite Baltimore. 

G Bates WDaniel Md 005.5 oot eee Wilmington. 

1 Beadle, Walia mn GH VE oo... 1. ee Des Moines. 
SoBeale Charles ene ite ecoh scsi oe eee East Maine. 
OBennet, Zibacn cere chia. ccd. he eee Wyoming. 
L0sBenton hordcet ere aree ear oi eee em North Ohio. 
11 Berkly avy illiam INE ees oo. age emake Virginia. 

te cBerry, wNathaniel 6.25... oie stereo New Hampshire. 


13 Bishop, James............ COO ORO OD DOB A EG A New Jersey. 


Alphabetical List of Lay Delegates. Z 


cy 


Delegates, Conferences, 
PATE BISACU PH CRT Id Seles ctansewsis odio beled ites 0 Nevada. 
db, Bonners Beijamin By. i. li patie. clcdc Seen s Saint Louis, 
SGREradiew Slexundery J.2 10 hj)ieee daadencesd <> Pittsburgh. 
MasborommrnCiattes EU cae. 2, 5c hentasaa, ie doe aie Michigan. 
LSE BLOW JOSEDE Wismicoicins vicssdis wh doen banca Genesee. : 
MO MB ro wartela Polity cfs .is\\siedesalle  oieralone ae ch ees ae North-west Indiana. 
20 Briiehly Rudotph An Woe ioe. Scene ocd on soe Central German. 
Al Bundy Meza Bic... s wascsecievelnca eas Ohio. 
22 Calewasl EOS EL oy clsie.s acs auesa actos eee hee Tennessee. 
20) Callahan mBthelbert. 552 sc.s.clscais os veo eee « oie Southern Illinois, 
eo Campbells Dawid 3. <o2.0 ne esas SP. dob CHCe Newark. 
eM ALOT aECASIINU GS tes neetcVebalsteicientes ers) ai eioress oe a odes Texas, 
CORO Gee Nilelag dy festa ace eee iatieins dine 435» Wyoming. 
27 Claflin, William......... fo Caan nh 2 Een New England. 
Ogee OOlCy AMC TMISEN: saciituter lene soi eels wees are Upper Lowa. 
7) MOLOINC Oye), 18 aha OU ers oa cn COS Ae aes South Carolina. 
30 Cornell, John B............ Soeeb degen eso New York. 
Sle C OLWAR PICNADOG.. 4.5.52 aclereicea ste oe « Stes.e be Cincinnati. © 
scmcritchticld. Leander Jin. .acccee. cece. cece ee Ohio. 
33 Davisson, Robert G........ A Abed BE etal erage , California. 
SLED eCker wD aya Cire, cathe si~: ofetehaie iS SA Aa De Rea Sas East Genesee. 
310) Dearie) \AMlieNes Apemo ne anes Be eretene ht aceyeosers Maine. 
SOM er Payem Vashi StON: Coretta disse) eshelei a «es Indiana. 
Si PEDIC NAT CaN CHV pets rolaceeleierets, ocho} of + ehaiels cose North-west German. 
Ale) De ema VERNON, Ge a Ad Bois SO a pO mAae re aes Vermont. 
GY) Mose, Serine is peamcbojoouUepoe onbetos New Jersey. 
AQ Ebbert; Henny are), «+0 Patan 6 ST cOp SD aOpORe North Ohio. 
AME WOO UV SHLOUS eat) sretstepolereresey Vers ereicleieuc)-hore Wisconsin. 
dP) JOUVE. CC Ones aa anne 50 Cau ou pS atom aoe Hlinois. 
41S. IOKAINEN CIMA, copeanaot benobs DRO OOH EO OC OeAE Colorado. 
AL) IMSS IBIS OAy Jeto.g ooo ADO POPOL DOP ppg CO pODp OES Central German. 
AEC UIT pV ULI ariie ye epehe Yay eta crofereeyeuee' one) oa sere Kansas. 
ZIG) TDi, IEC AY san.Ge5 Nee OSD Hoe BOBO ROOOm Oui e C Detroit. 
Zui IMM SOSA TN IN Soca Sp OSes oOo nono cna North Indiana. 
ACR GATES AALUCM VN ie crcla)s «ates +) sielnbeha slelatereialeielers Missouri. 
AQEG Avie COOLS ERGs a 'ero.siz) siecle partes semis Providence. 
OMG MIA LLOLACeM VE wpaley<) or olaveleeterapateterersi=)<(on sta New Hampshire, 
Dl GOOG PIC be Gran baer s,s non fatehereaene cisessels cis, + Rock River. 
BOM Groos Willtaiydisccic cere ave select «ce oe: _... New York. 
HSmblacked eum GOOFS ria us iru sere ache ss ei eje! cece Central Ohio. 
SAME et MSHA C oA cowie oeianareteee pe tehe ers <)4re 5s Towa. 
55 Harlan,iJames ooo s ci eee wise neues peteleisien ein LOW as 


24 Alphabetical List of Lay Delegates. 


Delegates. Conferences, 
POMEL ATI S sre) AICS Ace yore ete P herrers le eoRer se ptoete ys Washington. 
DP HemELaS KANG eo) OMI Ac seisesen tices tere chvigeaie.s sitvameereneseynis North Carolina. 
DSi ETIM SM aC Ar etereictetausr oars cece sseae ctf nieve iste te tcncde ers Mississippi. 
59 Holloway, Charles H.............. woo a South Carolina. 
CO MEO ston eh skew siete et yoitersts Salas same tote ech South-enstern Indiana, 
OLSEOV ty Oliver ates coe eis ciorereass leans perk eee ee New York East. 
G2eHubbards Cliester 1) sonia atelisistcrcieeersrstarsiotersr West Virginia. 
63 Hubbard, Solomon.............. BOSOo CALE SS Hast Genesee. 
GE yes, Nall ar earns jee reietetehe ctereiatetstare opr tereneiers ’. Black River. 
Go Jones, JamesrAste./cynsient staietrcten ttle eerie Delaware. 
66 sKeller oWMinederick: Keas.cavs + ancl at ieee eee Central German. 
relsGnenl ble WolbiKC. sboanoon noonoaecose ne anand Georgia. 
GOBKip pel eA amar tie ereeot telat: eceneeee eyeee South-west German. 
69ehandry. Pierre see ee Ce Mca Mics OORT Louisiana. 
(ee Brion elon ais naan mn enneAa cmos ano.cusce cae North-west Indiana, 
MGR AgONcey MUTE wa go0geemd dachonee ca o0nsu Central Ohio. 
2 IG WAS < ACO D Chan rae cece ety teae eee eee eae Minnesota. 
73 MGC WAS OATES Wa cttetete reir cre aetaten te eerie tere Missouri. 
WA Logan Thowase. cheek ee LAR AIR accurate Central Illinois, 
FOS VON, Walliamy seer sree. tet et eee cee Wisconsin, 
NG ME Calmont e JOON: Sic stoi ot seeks eee Erie. 
da ntoshie ames: C1 scratrancecaetventae tater ae South-eastern Indiana. 
VSN? Walliams Davidian ocean cee Central Illinois. 
TEP Meyonisterel (ag Mayen on canon aABeoGod dno nawon Nebraska. 
SOE Miller: sue Wiss cusse nee coe cutee cute sce ree oe Erie. 
Sie Moores WU WATdentne sare cess ceictcoeoneet tte r euts California. 
Sle Moses si W alia yas eee cs cremree ene en eee Central New York. 
SomMuzzy. eOracere pins sce cen cere oer hee East Maine, 
SAUNicolsiOhn asses Sas seule aie erect wre a Minnesota. 
8520 wen, John tk. cere eekes eet een ne Detroit. 
LIEN AMM AerAPopdwsetGneoadcbucdécooe Central Pennsylvania. 
S7oblaisted Srancig yA i... ,). 0 2s ie nee eee Maine. 
SSePOnd SECCUseW pests ac5s00 cc oe eee New England, 
SOMPriCe MUTA screener, ecortenere his ese ee Upper Iowa. 
90 - Quinn: Roberta ree eeleretsiotrerioee PRE Sc Tennessee. 
O1 Ramsay, JOU “We tecst.rcets oie esaeitioree ... Holston. 
92 Remineton, Hliphalet.:.--c.... 1s. ceteae- ee ss Central New York. 
Oo ReynoldseGeorge Graaa.ss as cen Geena en st ee New York East, 
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Delegates. Conferences, 
OZPIICH Saldictmp LOM Menten ein ceva ee ht eee Goes Michigan. 
DOP EOse re MA OMASCE 1, Ors cask nc ce oda eye bs Nebraska. 
VOMROOCME TA CIGUH "Hh a9t.. yo. eenm isi eicicis we me Genesee. 
Ome EROMEILTE OS 3) Oita asel geyed neyo htc pcos cists, bios ohana West Wisconsin 
PSR OaMLOLAS Heh Oae 2.2 «sind ls a cltses asay-33 Ss Alabama. 
OO OAKES LUO DON Er DEM ei. tn aise aiela oie slarnieine hey Vermont. 
LOOMS maith Dietaew GC Wve ie ss )sicin eer eteic-sis dle Se 5 South-west German. 
OAT Schurmevens (Casper enc 5 ocrsiedeeisi< ie eave cia North-west German. 
NODE Shagwestlamanns Iie r. tyasicre <layarca'o (= vale etais classe Kentucky. 
LOSE Scots en ja MAN PE eee. arches are eiecaleieje yale es Rock River. 
GELO Aap Mime OB rte yale alas clapo «is creo ethel eerie Kentucky. 
LOS Shovel ere AGrOniest-ecicls.c\o1s.- <-0d/sie sie ene\eleserc a Washington. 
LOGmove lene emits Ora must taveratsjtaiac- torte aie sisrele)s sialon Des Moines. 
OTS ryercerFAIMESMNY «Li .usccero ne icrsnse ca Scielaieicre see. Saint Louis. 
LOSES MED ANIC wrt) sheers scecrs eietelesn eas foo ices Liberia. 
LOGMS Mich eOSe PUNO reas wate marek inchs mele nae Oregon. 
DAO SS ian CSOMMEBIES wr aSce oat a cise css, s soe ee West Wisconsin. 
ill Yeldoligee. Whi NN ey ills seeicaren arenes SOE ener Southern Illinois, 
Hoe DE GRO O ed AICS er efcto- (Js (dn Seles slelale silo sia dine s Newark. 
TUSsS wane ake Val Bin cai ataaeleeiee eres. cyecx arch Cincinnati. 
Ae asker am homasy Sem sytem sineisleiys steye eis ae Philadelphia. 
Atom Lawlor evans a MEW tere cess lecceiclstei afferelsiei eles Lexington. 
A Guaylore Nathaniel: GN e-usyt err dset sia ceca Holston. 
ea Dinomaa sy Wallbva en vaptvele eretat het colele "erase sic Iinois. 
Ae SERIOUS OL MUMS Ltr a lieyats cases lala) oie atislecaite aces Georgia. 
119 Thompson, Richard W....... Auten Damon anaes Indiana. 
LOOM TH OMPSONMENALECN EM fier /e tenctetetey Vel ciele sole Te alors Wilmington. 
OT VAT OWL Esa VV TULAMNUA. sinictciltajvelefiaieic)sfiocca ci. Providence. 
LOO MNVICI Som Crea Val Le Yicesi-tay oretictctelaneters let iavels/ oleieia\ = n= Mississippi. 
LBB Vives Waianae os seen oe ns cosa DOnpaneS Troy. 
Ame ESL NV LLUa Ti ENecjepekolalatetalolctere ol efelo'=\ a) shela\iel<iats North Indiana. 
IPS WAvininavene (BAIT ep pre oo dato DO ACCOR eemEone Black River. 
1S \Walliteae, Mirae) AU te nen Sin Ooo en pees be West Virginia. 
en Wining Js shir 9: Cena bomen Coe cote aonb c Troy. 
POSE Wood ward a WVAlaNa Ries oe: c010)clacere leis «ees Baltimore. 


129 Wright, Jonathan J.... 2... 6.62025 sae esos Kansas. 
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Delegates. , Conferences. 
dt Apell Daniels Wi hcns toes wratats tovssivnstenetasteoret West Wisconsin. 
Qealexander nC yrUs hi Wischotwie ceietipetacteeriols .... North Carolina, 
Sw lboaren Dm U IAS Cydia ae eA Om AGO Tod ae Minnesota. 
ZEN qe dest) Vij mcn ocasasote od sapdaan Wess Washington. 
DUAL Water sMmUMA DER aste ene ihe otic Michigan. 
Ol dk Wodawedouudsecassscdes coe ddadhds Philadelphia. 

Va Dachit. sHiishs peer yi eecr yee reat oie East German, 

8 BallVeB a tacos late Waki nate Resa ie ols era Vermont. 

Sy Beale Chandler wer mists. ciel sector Maine. 
LOSBoyd eA ndre waco cick py ckelee ener aera Baltimore, 
LIS BOWIE RODERL EW inralceiiars-rlelaaciatenuernenerortnthe Louisiana. 
12s Brookings, wivenben Mc nase c)cyadev-tolerete eleleyaaeis East Maine. 

ISS Burr eV ameAs ce ci. acess cae trene a ee Nebraska. 

HAs Bushnellpsceriine Gar claret citer en: North Ohio. 

15s Chambers Waco Dper. ic ci- cyt. \tee-yeeeeae keene Cincinnati. 

BE AC hase; TravWrtege scavsta srs! oievetassterersnsreteiatvelatenere retro New Hampshire. 
MONG Corny AOI iam oo ag een On anee Oona oues Kansas, 

1S Claris; Cyrus avecl-ixcioe ea cetera de stherictaoate Erie. 

LORClarks Georgewlnrer tented e iin cai Troy. 
20 Olarisonm COckerslnn, rece titeisiits ater sislere ete Upper Iowa. 
2 Ly ComsrocksSWallllicpay eilaantset yee steer Wee Scr en Central New York. 
PPO eh Awol Ibo. saggogankoaoebgooadcKs06 Oregon. 

23. Cooks HiRes euphen Wal Norah rates the pek en vties Rock River. 
2d 1 COOK Wilso neaee reiterate South Carolina. 
2p Decker, George Gs... eee eee New York. 
DO Dickey. ASME. ori.ec cc. hin ete eek etn Vermont. 
Zi Dornbusch ehienny:./.).1...1.!s tele! selene oe Central German. 
Se misenmeler se hips « a.) .pesls <)- ce eee South-west German, 
ZO Bilberts Samuelskiy. 7 ehwieptcsaciee ca. eee Colorado. 

SO ulin ctonw Cokie zane cist eninge nee eee Georgia. 

Biiled Oil hae Ke) th ad fratnob ono oies AG oetane gs AAS SASS 4S Erie. 
E20 ec Ce BRS IA 6 WAP gos SRA pn Missouri. 


83 Morris; sBenjaminuhsmatesc circle screen eee Kentucky. 
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Delegates. Conferences. 
PM AE CTY LCOLEC Wau snciasn ans enie sacle oleae Sinica Newark. 
BNE Sys CLEOLOC AW o ofe. 5 creratslorslalepotes antetasloidies vi etcies Detroit. 
DOR HIske ClMtOMN Bsc. /aee vce or ere Os SiS SABO RRC St. Louis. 
Gill MOC RCM AO as olen aod Sao ke Bm Oa Ee Mississippi. 
Soe raneis, Walia enenr sas islastereoiselericcln cities Georgia. 
SOP TEN CHM ed OMe rreteaireyelatelssrorsteistteie 6 Rha aA Bo New York East. 
40° Gardner, MGMlgi e565 5 .is esse PANS SEPRSS Sirs Ohio. 
AA Gal Deity OMe lise fey suei tect its <retahors,sverereee. coh ore Towa. 
Geos A eet al MEDC ata a elcsateia ayesha ls afeie!s <rmislore'ele Tllinois. 
Ba COE PC AE AB: BEL). << cieln!sinjen)e Uo sv et)aphS os aac West Virginia. 
PAGE SOUS. (corns oic'e twee sith eo eels eens Central New York. 
ALVRACEULIRIEE pH COEGO wl.).2- 01 jefe lsie\e s/o). ale avers elale sotto: Des Moines. 
PUEPAM SNOMIMIN Tio.c-ciclete-c:<vcleisisje sie oteve ab sleet a ns Minnesota. 
Ae stary clive ELAM SOM sg, °) 5s :aie,<)a) >. orers'sce ee hie x eyac ae otis Delaware. 
as Hanwaman, Robert Gs. .c.....0. nessa eaee eee Central Illinois. 
AOMEL Satan de Lpateretac seks tecsicrcisls aisles trays. Saesis ezeelere > Maine. 
HO MELC MR eV MUTA Deveicieecs s.e1e(sisisvec o sie sissies So Dlinois. 
Bil Bete cd olin AWS. GARB ROSbACOoaC one reat sick eaeeusts Central Ohio. 
G2- Hoagland, Amos... 0.6 i. cee. sess de Satna as Newark. 
WE) LIAR VOHe Don dcaoceu od pap onee COppO ORDO ADes Alabama. 
og) (alii, Cli... > adouoooop do CoOogemUoSUDaOS Pittsburgh. 
HomeMiston pVValuaMAP ED coeveractcloleysiereers/ sp -o;e iste ial nlere« Tennessee. 
BGmEly pese Benjamins ysrce alesis el-iaaleh sels o'sle/-i 6 Southern Mlinois. 
DiC AEG NGA iste ain clots a aieie sie chess, 22) 0) «101-08 = Indiana, 
DOM ACK comm NEOUS CATV trate statis teletieteu-tors ¢ oir. Central Pennsylvania. 
BY d@uMg; (OI ncavichooaponnocbocnoaouoDBSaBE Texas. 
OD Uomo, IFotars sAoecapoUDD USD uN eoeodpUedC Southern Tlinois. 
GUI OVES ATA alee aiahele) ayelete)laieieit/ota)a)le\elniehede = +1-hei=\= East Genesee. 
(2 domes, ISMN INS ssa50p0bcsodbrooess bopO Does Wisconsin. 
(OB digivas Wii en2 Gash oon cooddeop edo soem ocneeede North-west Indiana. 
GE Reeney im Obj. cerseleis-14) 2) -14l-1s) sia)» =) cots Providence. 
65 Kingsbury, Byron.........-.0-. see esse eee Wisconsin. 
66 Knapp, Henty..........-. 6.22222 see len ae Nevada. 

- 67 Kniel, Thomas... .......:22ses cess cee eee New England. 
GB Karts, JACOVG i vain vain sie stele daleeniees oe Central German. 
69 Lindsley, A. C........-50eee seen ee ee East Genesee. 

70 Lippett, Edward §.......--.02-020e eee e eee California. 
71 Logan, Thomas H..........-++eseeeeeee eee West Virginia. 
M2 Long, JameS.......- esse cere eee ee ere eeee Philadelphia. 


73 Lyman, Nathan B.......-.+.-eese eee ee sense Central Illinois. 
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Delegates, Conferences. 
MAmNE CLM tOR KN: ba caca We acre a sine tetas sodite ours Ohio. 
Wome Connell MWiallar Gennes. can ciaag es cere Detroit. 
Gp M Don aidAGeorger wen Bate aiceieln coer .. California. 
Mii IA TCO MAAMES strays eress/sel eet a icteipeeaien tereaeteee New England. 
(Sk EMAAR Noes BENE Sco Gmon Teo oS6C Towa. 
(9 Malialiou, Phomas. sian. s cslteertaciteete ira Wilmington. 
SOP Martins wHenry Wie cca) iite icc ter: Washington. 
Sie Malburn 2G corse Wier. vas cise eer eeetecicr ts North Indiana. 
82 Niedringhaus, Gottlieb F..........--4...--- South-west German. 
SS) North Clarkes s@) micmictimsnt mice eer cierer New York. 
S4uNourse¢Charlesi@. Rend corn ciciteniereiascnwan Des Moines. 
SoeOodencr ames: Gawennuiie ets test acim eels Tennessee, 
SEX Olmsted Mite ler sye ects oh creek eis erie Genesee. 
SE Pariser MO Henlesh eccci-sere ava an ueneneeecs Hg dodowse New York Hast. 
S82 Barkers Wiclcome Ons jacces meee cinerea North Ohio. 
70 -PatrickeReahenhen sis stat hee ene een ane nee Kentucky. 
S0sPattersony-NewtonyAtenr) etna teee ae: Holston. 
OTe Pattersons aw lliiram ies iver olevesiskey siete tetotte ieee Oregon. 
O2iePaxcborien Wall isiunls Wesco ci creverssierorenetcesteyehansreeciewerers Central Pennsylvania, 
98 sPe titer re deriG uO Ne) reteoret-tepeeeike-Weieisouereveraces Rock River. 
OF oPetii bone: MRS VNE via <ietalnjare) aicnelele tate iaekcncGst oats Wyoming. 
957 Phallapsai aide Giese teil al ingens eine es South-eastern Indiana, 
967 Phillips y Bran cis: De sce \yesersianserslotoct eaicesreratere Missouri. 
O7- Phillips, Io bile vss /e =r. ahs vee oles eon era Cincinnati. 
YS-Phoebuswramison 3... sae eendee cre colons Virginia. 
CHIE Nal MOMS Ana dae cays cocoon soso don oc Kansas. 
IKUU STERN RAN PONE Mere amoccucnaonu eas o Providence. 
LOVER Onters Metersomina ry vcaeteret tts ie ttieie ieee Lexington. 
102 ePrindleweloracenG ania Grit eet inner Wyoming. 
103>Rand olph; JohmaWeecccere citer mete Baltimore. 
104 Ritchie; John ee wees eee ee ree Nebraska. 
10osRu gales, sera een canteen eateries East Maine. 
HOGS ashing. James yy ctr teurteteast teleost unre cere New Jersey. 
LO RUSL 9h Vos teieiei-nve 5 omen eee New Jersey. - 
POSE San boriee teh siiss cela senk oe aes eG adaaas Genesee. 
109) Seeley: Henry Ma ves scope) ciete.o.0.csec Sale ete es Troy. 
LkOPSefelt: Sochakeiny.csisc etic << om ccteenrereere North-west German. 
dade Semans, Walliams rontess sn cn cite leicester nee Central Ohio. 
TRIGA Terkel Vagal Shy Started MAG OM EARS NOAM er Cd,.< North-west Indiana. 
ALS ES mie dames Els Vicmrieiveteterstaienteemaeiaene ta eee South-eastern Indiana. 
pS rahi tnd hoe eames ayes COMMENT Lo aing Sam his Indiana. 


Ath Oop CUTE 5 3! ls Gu Rett Vaio’ os lara oth ape tee .. North-west German. 
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Delegates, 


Conferences. 
MC OMBER CUCU Dp e a wacsnen new ecae nnn ennns. New Hampshire. 
UE Upe teers CN OMAG, Le) /aaetye ca cets fe ree cassie vais West Wisconsin. 
HSE Stemratty Oe vyide Acacia cre. ctce emcee sls were cai Black River. 
PLOP SEO Wari ETOUOIC ws dicicw.cy's se seeoe ee a ees: Mississippi. 
A OM SLOMON MONT EV Va dabaleeerdrecct thn usa okay eal bath ar oye chsrazech Michigan. 
ARE WW AZEC PATO: O aitammyets lms aie cian ties aisieh stole North Indiana. 
ARQ Tourgee WAN DOM: Whee «a cise css bio) sielecesapalere North Carolina. 
iL Psee LCA CY wOLCNZON Day aor tater -erckkersiie’ acs, tokcrsisteGrss' 1 « Upper Iowa. 
104 “Waddell, J; Safe.. 0... ‘ale CRE ac a aR Saint Louis, | 
TPIay WINES AUC NCSL nee a i GRR ee ge Pittsburgh. 
IPL Wilding. AN AUITES tiosaaes Bae oO nA een pO oeOr ... Rock River. 
Oe AMDT eINONe Wise: Hier ehoitc alelale\eicuctereisrc as etcia oi South Carolina. 
Tse Walligmsons SOW Hes). -.ci vicisiistoitece fers sss Wilmington. 
BAZ OMY Camel OSL di) na'sierars el veh ieie eiciee'aieieePate .. Holston. 
Ministerial Delegates. ...-.......... a eee TOD OON EE saun0 On siotigats 292 
Tisy Delegates: yoo i. tie twee wes caer cin sec ceccciece cian cnn aces 129 
TG LATE ergo le eleO ates retire trol telniorayiavsy isle rae rsierexziexeerelas AQ1 
Ministerial Reserve Delegates............ eer Ne Siakeh, 138 
Lay Reserve Delegates. ......-... +. e eee e ee ce teens Sphere GacEK 129 


Total number of Reserve Delegates... ..........eee- eee: 267 





JO ER NA Wy 


OF THE 


GENERAL CONFERENCE OF 1879. 





WEDNESDAY MORNING, MAY 1, 


Tue Sixteenta DELEGATED GENERAL CONFERENCE 
oF THE Muruopist Eriscopan Caurca in the United 
States of America assembled in the Academy of 
Music, in the city of Brooklyn, New York, on the 
first day of May, Anno Domini eighteen hundred 
and seventy-two. 

Bishops present, Taomas A. Morris, Epmunp S. 
Janzs, Levi Scorr, Marrurw Simpson, and Epwarp 
R. Ames. 

The Conference was called to order at nine o’clock 
by Bishop Morris. Bishop Ames introduced the re- 
ligious services by reading the thirty-fifth chapter of 
Isaiah. Bishop Janes announced the hymn com- 


mencing 
“ All hail the power of Jesus’ name!” 


After the hymn had been sung, George Peck, of the 
Wyoming Conference, offered prayer. 

Bishop Simpson then read the twelfth chapter of 
first Corinthians. Bishop Scott read the hymn com- 


mencing 
“T love thy kingdom, Lord.” 


The hymn having been sung, Peter Akers, of the 
Illinois Conference, led in prayer. 

At this point Bishop Janes took the chair, and re- 
quested the Secretary of the last General Conference 
to call the roll of delegates elected to this General 


Conference. 


May 1. 


First Day. 


General Confers 
ence meets. 


Bishops  pres- 
ent. 


Bishop Morris 
calls the Con- 
ference to or- 
der. 


Opening relig- 
ious services. 


Secretary of the 
last General 
Conference 
ealls the roll 
of delegates 
elected. 
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May 1. 
First Day. 


ALABAMA, 


BALTIMORE. 


Buaox River. 


CALIFORNIA 


CENTRAL GERE- 
MAN, 


CEenTRAL ILuI- 
NOW. 


CenTRAL New 
Yor«x. 


CEnTRAL OHIO, 


CENTRAL PENN- 
BYLVANIA. 
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The list of Conferences was called, and certificates 


of election were presented as follows: 


Alabama. 
ARAD S. LAKIN. 


Baltimore. 


Lyrriteton F. Morean, Henry Sricrr, 
James A, M’Cautzy, Joun S. Deauz, 
JoHn LANAHAN, Tuomas M. Eppy. 


Black River. 


Isaac 8S. Bryenam, LaFayette D. Waits, 
Lucius L. Pater. 


California. 


Otis Gipson, 
JosEpH H. WytTHeE. 


Joun R, Tansey, 
Witam J. Macray, 


Central German. 
Wutam Nast, 


Jacos RoTHWEILER, 
Joun A. KieEtn. 


Central Illinois. 


Wiuuam H. Hunter, Joszern 8. Cummine, 
Ouiver S. Munsetr, Francis M. Cuarres, 
Anprew J. ANDERSON, HENDERSON Rircuiz. 


Central New York. 


Datias D. Lore, 
Jesse T. Prox, 
Brwont I. Ivzs, 
Luxe C. Queat, 


Epwarp C. Curtis, 
Frank F. Jewett, 
Brensamin 8. Wriceut, 
Arza J. PHELPS. 


Central Ohio. 


Wiruam L. Harris, Samurt L. Roserrs, 
ALEXANDER Harmount, Tuomas H. Witson. 


Central Pennsylvania. 


Brngamin B. Hamuin, Jacos 8S. M’Murray, 
Tompson Mircurtt, Joun A, GERE, 
Francis Honeson, SamuEL Barnes. 
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May 1. 
Cincinnati. First Day. 
Joun W. Weaxtny, Joun F, Martay, CrNoINNATI. 
Joun M. Watven, Ricuarp §, Rust, 
James EF’, CHarant. 
‘Colorado. CoLoRaDo. 
Bersvet T. Vincent. 
Delaware. DELAWARE. 
Naruan Youne. 
Des Moines. Des Mores, 
Uri P. Goiuipay, JosEPH Kworrs, 
Bennetr Mircuert, Purinenas F. Bresex. 
Detroit. Derzorr. 
Erastus O. Haven, James 8. Swart, 
ArtTHur Epwarps, Lewis R. Fisx, 
Tuomas G. Porter, SAMUEL CLEMENTS. 
East Genesee. East GENESEE, 
FREEBORN G. Hreparp, James E. Latimer, 
Rosert Hogosoom, Der Wirr C. Huntineron, 
Cuartes W. Bennett, THomas Tovusey, 
Kassiuir P. JERvis. 
East German. EAst GURMAN, 
Curistian FE, Grimm. 
East Maine. East Matne. 
Caartes B. Dunn, Lorenzo D. WarpweE tt, 
Amoi PRINCE. 
Erie. Erm. 
JosEPH LESLIE, James Marvin, 
Mosrs Hitt, — Wiuam F. Day, 
Russevt H. Huriteurt, Ricnarp A. CaruTHERs, 
Grorce W. Crarke, Orvitte L, Mean, 
JoHN GRAHAM. 
Genesee. GENESEE. 


Tuomas CARLTON, EBENEZER E. CHAMBERS, 


Ricnarp L, Warre, ALBert D, Wizeor. 
3 
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May 1. 
Frmst Day. 


Grorera. 


GERMANY AND 
SWITZERLAND. 


Houston. 


ILLINOIS. 


INDIA. 


INDIANA. 


Iowa. 


KENTUOKY. 


LEXINGTON. 


LIBERIA. 


LOUISIANA. 
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Georgia. 


Erasmus Q. Futter, WerstEy PRETTYMAN. 


Germany and Switzerland. 
Lupwie 8. Jacosy. 


Holston. 


Netson E. Coptztcu, Frank M. Fanntne, 
JonaTHan L, Mann. 


Illinois. 


Hrram Bock, Peter AKERS, 

Wut1am §. Prenticz, Preston Woop, 

Wiu1am E. Jounson, Wm. MK. WE rruss, 
Cates P, Batpwin. 


India. 
Henry Manse tt. 


Indiana. 


Joun J. Hicut, Cyrus Nott, 
Wiiam WK. Hester, Joun Kicer. 


Iowa. 


Wiutam F. Cowzzs, 
Francis W. Evans, 


Epuunp H. Warine, 
Joun T. Summons. 


Kansas. 


Wru4148m K, Marsuatt, Roperr L. Harrorp, 
Grorce 8. Dearsorn, Werrer R. Davis. 


Kentucky. 


Wittiam H. Buack, Danie STEVENSON, 
Henry D. Rice. 


Lexington. 
Wiis L. Murr. 


Liberia. 
Cuarurs A. Pitman. 


Louisiana. 
Lucius C. Maraox. 
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Maine. 
PaRKER JAQUES, CuarLes Muneer, 
STEPHEN ALLEN, Sepa F, WErHERBEE. 
Michigan, 
Joun M. Rem, IsRAEL CoGGsHALL, 


Grorce B. Jocetyn, Anprew J. Expren, 
Wittiam H. Perrine, Carmi C. Ons. 


Minnesota. 
Davin Brooxs, Cyrus Brooks, 
Tomas M. Gossarp, Jusrus O. Rica. 


Mississippi. 
Apert C. M’Donatp, James Lyncu. 
Missouri, - 


JoszepH H. Hopkins, Samuet Hurray, 
NaTHAN SHUMATE. 


Nebraska, 
Tuomas B. Lemon, Joun B, Maxrierp. 


Nevada. 
Tuomas M’GRatTH. 


Newark. 
Isaac W. WILEY, Rosrrt L. DasnHre11, 
JonaTHAN T. Cranz, James R. Bryan, 
Atrexanprr L. Brick, JonaTHan K. Burr. 


New England. 


Wittiam R. Crarxk, Lorenzo R. THaryer, 
GitBERT Haven, Wirtiam F. Warren, 
Davin SHERMAN, Wirarp F. Matrariev, 


Epwarp A. Mannine, Joun M. Linpsay. 


New Hampshire. 
JAMES PIKE, Caprorp M. Drnsmore, 


Carvin S. Harrineron, Rozpert 8. Stusss. 


New Jersey. 
Isaran D. K1na, Cuares E. Hirt, 
Jacos B. Graw, JosePu B, Dossins, 
Aaron E. BaLiarp. 
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May 1. 
First Day. 


MIoHIGAN. 


MINNESOTA, 


Mississippi. 


Missovgi. 


NEBRASKA, 


NEVADA. 


Newark, 


New ENGLAND. 


New  Hamp- 
SHIRE, 


Nw JERSEY. 
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May 1. 
First Day, 


New York. 


New York 
Ast. 


NortH Caro- 


LINA. 


Norra  Inpi- 


Noxrrs Ou10. 


NoRTH-WEST 
GEEMAN, 
~ 


NORTH-WEST 
INDIANA. 


OxI0 


OREGON. 
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New York. 


Cyrus D. Foss, ABIATHAR M. Osgon, 

Morris D’C.CrawrForp, SterHen D. Brown, 

Joun Mitxy, Wiiiam Goss, 

Ranvotru 8. Foster, Sanprorp I. Frereuson, 
JosmpH B, WaKu Ley. 


New York East. 


ALBERT 8. Hunt, Grorce W. Wooprvrr, 

Epwarp G. Anprews, James M. Buckiey, 

Dante Curry, Tuomas G. OsBoRN, 
Wiiiam M’Arxisrer. 


North Carolina. 


Wiruiam G. Marron. 


North Indiana. 


Wutam H.Goopr, Wiram §, Breca, 
Tuomas Bowman, Ner H. Paitties, 
Orance V. Lemon. 


North Ohio, 
Francis §. Hoyz, Lorenzo Warner, 
Aaron J. Lyon, Wizt1am C. Peirce, 
Joun A. Munace. 


North-west German. 
Curist1an A. Lozzer, Frepuric Kopp, 
Joun J. Kenier. 


North-west Indiana. 


ALLEN A, GEE, 
Josmpu C. Rep, 


Netson L, Braxeman, 
SAMUEL GODFREY. 


Ohio. 
SrepHEN M. Merritt, Anprew B. Szn, 
Josrpu M. Trrmete, Wuttam Porter, 
Tuomas H. Parurps. 


Oregon. 


Joun F. Drvorz, Cuartzs C. Srrarron. 
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; i May 1. 
Philadelphia. First Day. 
SamvEL W. Tuomas, Joun P. Dur, PHILADELPHTA, 
Wuttam C. Rozinson, Joun B. M’Cutioven, 
Wiuam H. Extiorr, Wim Cooper. 
Pittsburgh. PITTSBURGH. 
Samurgt H. Nezsszrr, JosePH Horner, 
IsrarL C. Persnine, Anprew J. ENpstey, 
Joun WILLIAMS, Wim Hunter, 
Joun W. Baxer, James 8. BRackEN, 
\ 
Cuyartes A. Hoitmzs, 
Providence. PROVIDENCE. 
Mican J. Taxsor, Wittiam T. Hartow, 
Dante, A. WuEpon, Davin H. Ena, 
Frepreric UpHam. 
Rock River. Roox River, 
Luxe Hrircscocs, Samurt A. W. JEwert, 
Cuartes H. Fowrer, Wim 8. Harrineron, 
Miner Raymonn, James H. Mors. 
Saint Louis. Sarnr Louis. 
Bengamin Crary, Wi1am H. Girram, 
Aveustus C. Grorer, Matrazew Sorin. 
South Carolina. Soumt Caro- 
ALonzO WEBSTER, James B. Mippieron, 
South-eastern Indiana. Soumm-nasrany 
NDIANA. 
Enoca C. Woop, Sampson TINCHER, 
Francois A. Hxsrer. 
Southern Illinois. Soummnn ir 
Rosert ALLY, Grorce W. Hucuey, 
JoHn Van CLEVE, Eruraim Joy, 
Bensamin R. Prerce. 
South-west German. SouTH-wEst 
GERMAN. 
Pamir Kova, JOHN SCHLAGENHAUF, 
Wim Kornexe. 
Tennessee, TENNESSEE. 


Davin RUTLEDGE, JoHN BRapEN. 
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May 1. 
First Day. 
TEXAS. 


Troy. 


Uprrn Iowa. 


VEEMONT, 


VIRGINIA. 


WASHINGTON. 


WEST ViR- 
GINIA. 


West WIscoNn- 


SIN. 


WILMINGTON. 


WISCONSIN, 
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Texas, 
Wutam R. Fayre. 


Troy. 

ANDREW WITHERSPOON, 
SanForp W ASHBURN, 
Erastus WENTWORTH, 
Samurt Merrepiru. 


Homer Eaton, 
Exisha W arson, 
Merrirr B. Mean, 
CuxstER FEF’. Burpicr, 


Upper Iowa. 
Aupua J. KyNe=rt, 
Wim Brvuss, 
Joun Bowman, 


RicuarpD SwWEARENGEN, 
Ricuarp W. KEELER, 
Exitas SKINNER. 


Vermont. 


J. 0. W. Cox, Isaac M’ Ann, 
Horacz W. Worruen, Josepu A. SHERBURNE. 


Virginia. 
Evisua P. Pueres. 


Washington. 


Brngamin Brown, Rozert H. Rozrnson, 
James Puck. 


West Virginia. 
ALEXANDER Martin, SamuE. STEELE, 
JEREMIAH W. Wezss, GipEon Martin. 


West Wisconsin. 


Joun B. Bacuman, 
JosEPH B. Rreyno ps, 


ALFRED BRUNSON, 
Tomas M. FuLLerron. 


Wilmington. 


Joun B. Quice, Wesitry Kenney, 
Tuomas J. Tuompson, CHARLES Hix, 


Wisconsin. 
GrorceE M. STEELE, Henry BANNISTER, 
Purnenas B. Pease, Cares D. PILissury, 
Wesson G. Miner. 
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Wyoming. 
Revsen Netson, Wituam G. Queat, 
Tuomas Harrovun, Gxrorcs Pecx, 
Wiiiam H. Onin, Dez Wrrr C. Oumsreap. 


When the name of Michigan Conference was called, 
John M. Reid stated that Myron B. Camburn had 


died ; and, on motion, Resin Sapp, a reserve delegate 


of that conference, was admitted to the seat thus made 
vacant. 

J. C. Watson Coxe stated that Joseph A. Sherburne 
was sick and unable to be present ; whereupon William 
D. Malcom, a reserve delegate of the Vermont Con- 
ference, was admitted to a seat in his stead. 

James Lynch, a delegate elect of the Mississippi 
Conference, was absent, and, on motion, Moses Adams, 
a reserve delegate of that conference, was admitted in 
his stead. 

The roll of Conference was then called, and the 
President announced that a quorum of the members 
was present, and the Conference proceeded to business. 

On motion of Wesley Kenney, of the Wilmington 
Conference, William L. Harris was elected Secretary 
of the General Conference by acclamation. 

Bishop Janes stated that the Bishops were ready to 
report the vote of the several conferences on the 
change of the Second Restrictive Rule, providing for 
the introduction of lay delegates into the General 
Conference. Whereupon, at the request of the Con- 
ference, Bishop Simpson presented the following : 

DEAR BRETHREN :—The last General Conference devised a plan 
for lay delegation, which they recommended to the godly consider- 
ation of our ministers and people. In connection with this plan 
they directed the Bishops to lay before the several Annual Confer- 
ences a proposed alteration of the Second Restrictive Rule, and to 
report the result of the vote thereon to this General Conference. 

In compliance with said action, we laid before each of the Annual 
Conferences the proposition to alter the Second Restrictive Rule, by 
adding thereto the word “ministerial” after the word “one,” and 


after the word ‘ forty-five” the words ‘nor more than two lay del- 
egates for any Annual Conference.” Hach Conference voted on said 


proposition, and the aggregate result is as follows: 
For the proposed change......-..4......0. 4,915 
Against the proposed change.............+. 1,597 
BAM. (sr0 is ole oyeie.slotehils/er>\a"e, e's)a/ajerele/sinle|aye/e:s A 
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May 1. 
First Day. 


Wyoming, 


Reserves ad- 
mitted. 


R. Sapp in place 
of M. B. Cam- 
burn. 


W. D. Maleom 
in place of J. 
A. Sherburne. 


Moses Adams 
in place of 
James Lynch. 


Quorum pres- 
ent. 


> 


William L. Har- 
ris elected 
Secretary by 
acclamation. 


Bishops’ Re- 
port of the 
vote on Lay 
Delegation by 
the Annual 
Conferences. 
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May 1. 
First Day. 


Proposed action 
on Lay Dele- 
gation. 


Nesbit’s substi- 
tute. 
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Should the General Conference desire it we are prepared to report 
the vote by Conferences. 
In behalf of the Bishops, M. Smveson. 


After this report was read, the following paper, 
signed by J. T. Peck, W. L. Harris, R. 8. Foster, G. 
Haven, and T. M. Eddy, was submitted and read, 
namely : 


Whereas, the General Conference, at its session in Chicago in 1868, 
devised a plan for the admission of lay delegates as members of said 
General Conference, and recommended it to the godly consideration 
of our ministers and people; and, 

Whereas, a large majority of the members of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church present and voting in accordance with the URENGET ES 
of said plan, voted in favor of lay delegation; and, 

Whereas, three fourths of the members of the Annual Gontorences 
voted in favor of the change of the Restrictive Rules proposed in 
said plan, for the purpose of making it lawful to admit to the Gen- 
eral Conference lay delegates elected in accordance with said plan; 
therefore, 

Resolved, 1. By the delegates of the several Annual Conferences 
in General Conference assembled, that the change in the Re- 
strictive Rules submitted by the General Conferences, and adopted 
by the required three fourths of the members of the Annual Confer- 
ences voting thereon in accordance with the provisions of said plan, 
in the words following, to wit: [see Plan] be and hereby is 
adopted. 

feesolved, 2. That said plan is hereby ratified and adopted, and 
declared to be in full force, and the lay delegates elected under it 
are hereby invited to take their seats as members of the General 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, on their credentials 
now in the hands of the Secretary. 


Samuel H. Nesbit, of the Pittsburgh Conference, 
offered the following as a substitute, namely : 


Whereas, The General Conference of 1868, following the General 
Conference of 1864, and also that of 1860, expresses its willingness 
to have lay delegation incorporated into itself whenever our people 
should express a desire for it, and, in harmony with this view, rec- 
ommended a plan of lay delegation to the godly consideration both 
of our ministers and people; and, 

Whereas, Our people have since, by a vote of to , eX- 
pressed their wish for lay delegation, and our ministers, by a vote 
of 4,915 to 1,597, have initially enacted a change of the Second Re- 
strictive Rule so as to incorporate a limited lay delegation into the 
General Conference; and, 

Whereas, The plan of lay delegation recommended by the Gen- 
eral Conference to the godly consideration of our ministers and 
people has been deemed jn several respects seriously objectionable ; 


and, 


Whereas, The completion of the changes in the Second Restrictive 
Rule, begun in the Annual Conferences, will not entail upon the 
Church any of the more objectionable features of the plan recom- 
mended; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That we do now complete the change of the Second 
Restrictive Rule, begun in the Annual Conferences, by inserting the 
word “ ministerial” after the word ‘one,’ in line nineteen, page 36 
of the Discipline, and by adding, after the word “ forty-five,” 


ts 
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line twenty-two, same page, the phrase “nor more than two dele- 
gates for any Annual Conference.” The Rule, as amended, will 
then read: “They shall not allow of more than one ministerial rep- 
resentative for every fourteen (14) members of the Annual Confer- 
ence, nor allow of a less number than one for every forty-five, (45,) 
nor more than two lay delegates for any Annual Conference.” 

Feesolved, 2. That all the balance of the recommended plan of 
lay delegation be referred to the committee to be created on lay 
delegation for revision and further deliberation. 

Resolved, 3. That we do now admit to seats in this General Con- 
ference, and to a participation in all its rights and privileges, the 
laymen provisionally elected by the several Lay Electoral Confer- 
ences, and properly accredited. 


After this paper was read, on motion of A. J. Kynett 
it was laid on the table. 

On motion of William F. Cowles, the Conference 
ordered a division of the matter pending, so that the 
vote may be first taken on the proposed change of the 
Second Restrictive Rule, whereupon the mover ac- 
cepted, as a substitute for so much as relates to this 
subject, the following, namely: 


Resolved, That this General Conference does hereby concur with 
the Annual Conferences in changing the Second Restrictive Rule, 
so as to read as follows: 

“They shall not.allow of more than one ministerial representa- 
tive for every fourteen members of an Annual Conference, nor allow 
of less than one for every forty-five, nor more than two lay dele- 
gates for any Annual Conference. 


The ayes and nays having been ordered, the roll of 
Conference was called, with the following result, 
namely : 

Ayes.—Adams, Akers, Allen of Maine, Allyn of 
Southern Illinois, Anderson, Andrews, Bachman, Ba- 
ker, Baldwin, Ballard, Bannister, Barnes, Bennett, Bing- 
ham, Birch, Black, Bowman of North Indiana, Bowman 
of Upper Iowa, Bracken, Braden, Brakeman, Bresee, 
Brice, Brooks, (C.), Brooks, (D.), Brown of New York, 
Brown of Washington, Brunson, Brush, Bryan, Buck, 
Buckley, Burdick, Burr, Carlton, Caruthers, Chaffee, 
Chalfant, Chambers, Clark of New England, Clarke 
of Erie, Clements, Cobleigh, Coggshall, Cooper, 


Cowles, Coxe, Crane, Crary, Crawford, Cumming, 


Curtis, Dashiell, Davis, Day, Deale, Dearborn, Devore, 
Dinsmore, Dunn, Durbin, Eaton, Eddy, Edwards, Ela, 
Eldred, Elliott, Endsley, Evans, Fanning, Fayle, Fer- 
guson, Fisk, Foss, Foster, Fowler, Fuller, Fullerton, 
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Gee, George, Gere, Gibson, Gillam, Goode, Goss, Gos- 
sard, Graham, Graw, Grimm, Hamlin, Harford, Har- 
low, Harmount, Harrington of New Hampshire, Har- 
rington of Rock River, Harris, Harroun, Haven of 
Detroit, Haven of New England, Hester of Indiana, 
Hester of South-eastern Indiana, Hibbard, Hight, Hill 
of Erie, Hill of Wilmington, Hitchcock, Hodgson, 
Hogoboom, Holmes, Hopkins, Horner, Hoyt, Huff 
man, Hughey, Hunt, Hunter of Central Illinois, Hunt- 
er of Pittsburgh, Huntington, Hurlburt, Ives, Jacoby, 
Jervis, Jewell, Jewett, Jocelyn, Johnson, Joy, Keeler, 
Keller, Kenney, Kiger, King, Klein, Knotts, Koeneke, 
Kopp, Kuhl, Kynett, Lakin, Lanahan, Latimer, Lemon 
of Nebraska, Lemon of North Indiana, Leslie, Lindsay, 
Loeber, Lore, Lyon, M’ Allister, M’Ann, M’Cauley, 
M’Cullough, M’Donald, M’Elfresh, M’Grath, M’Mur- 
ray, Maclay, Malcom, Mallalieu, Mann, Manning, 
Mansell, Marlay, Marshall, Martin, (A.), Martin, (G.), 
Marvin, Matlack, Maxfield, Mead of Erie, Mead of 
Troy, Meredith, Merrill, Middleton, Miley, Miller, 
Mitchell of Central Pennsylvania, Mitchell of Des 
Moines, More, Morgan, Mudge, Munger, Munsell, 
Nast, Nelson, Nesbit, Nutt, Olds, Olin, Olmstead, 
Osbon, Osborn, Palmer, Pease, Peck of Central New 
York, Peck of Washington, Peck of Wyoming, Pierce 
of North Ohio, Pierce of Southern Illinois, Perrine, 
Pershing, Phelps of Central New York, Phelps of Vir- 
ginia, Phillips of North Indiana, Phillips of Ohio, Pike, 
Pillsbury, Pitman, Porter, Potter, Prentice, Pretty- 
man, Prince, Queal of Central New York, Queal of 
Wyoming, Quigg, Raymond, Reed of North-west In- 
diana, Reid of Michigan, Reynolds, Rice, Rich, Ritchie, 
Roberts, Robinson of Philadelphia, Robinson of Wash- 
ington, Rothweiler, Rust, Rutledge, Sapp, Schlagen- 
hauf, See, Sherman, Shumate, Simmons, Skinner, Slicer, 
Smart, Steele of West Virginia, Steele of Wisconsin, 
Stevenson, Stratton, Stubbs, Swearengen, Talbot, Tan- 
sey, Thayer, Thomas, Thompson, Tincher, Tousey, 
Trimble, Upham, Van Cleve, Vincent, Waite, Wake- 
ley, Walden, Wardwell, Waring, Warner, Warren, 
Washburn, Watson, Weakley, Webb, Webster, Went- 
worth, Wetherbee, Whedon, White, Wilbor, Wiley, 
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Williams, Wilson, Witherspoon, Wood of Illinois, 
Wood of South-eastern Indiana, Woodruff, eoutae 
Wright, Wythe, Young—283. 

Nays.—Curry, Dobbins, Godfrey, Golliday, Hill of 
New Jersey, Jaques—6. 

Absent or not voting.—Matton, Muir, Sorin—3. 

The resolution was therefore adopted by a vote of 
283 in favor of it, and 6 against it. 

Pending the call for the yeas and nays, Daniel Curry 
asked to be excused from voting, but his request was 
not granted, 136 voting in favor of it, and 152 against 
it. A similar request was made by J. B. Dobbins 
and by Hill, of New Jersey, but the request was not 
granted. 

On motion of Joseph M. Trimble, the Rules of Order 
of the last session, except so much as requires proposed 
changes of the Discipline to lie over for one day be- 
fore action be had thereon, were adopted for the gov- 
ernment of the present General Conference until other- 
wise ordered. 

On motion, the regular order of business was sus- 
pended to proceed with the consideration of the sub- 
ject of lay delegation. 

A, J. Kynett offered the following as a substitute for 
the second resolution of the paper presented by Jesse 
T. Peck, namely: 


Whereas, The last General Conference did, by an almost unani- 
mous vote, “recommend to the godly consideration of our ministers 
and people”’ a definite plan of lay delegation; and, 

Whereas, The conditions upon which it was proposed that said 
plan should take effect have all been fulfilled; and, 

Whereas, It is understood that lay delegates have been elected 
to this General Conference in pursuance of the provisions of said 
plan, and are now in waiting; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That the said plan, recommended as above by the last 
General Conference, and published in the Appendix to the Disci- 
pline, page 333, be and is hereby adopted, to be inserted in the Dis- 
cipline as directed; it being, however, understood that the General 
Conference, as thus constituted, may at any time alter or amend the 
same, and cause such alteration or amendment to take immediate 
effect. 

Resolved, 2. That the credentials of lay delegates be now received, 
and that they be declared entitled to seats in this General Con- 
ference. 


On motion, this substitute was laid on the table. 
W. FEF. Cowles offered the following substitute for 
the matter pending, namely: 
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Whereas, The General and Annual Conferences of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church have by the required majorities voted to so alter 
the Restrictive Rule, in reference to the composition of the General 
Conference, as to allow of the admission of not more than two lay 
delegates from each Annual Conference; and, 

Whereas, The laymen of the Annual Conferences, in pros- 
pect of such change of the Restrictive Rule, have elected such 
delegates, who are now here asking admission to this body; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That such lay delegates as have been duly elected, and 
are properly certified by the Secretaries of the Lay Conferences, he 
now admitted as members of this General Conference. 


On motion of George W. Hughey, this substitute 
was laid on the table. 

On motion of John M. Walden, the time of the ses- 
sion was extended. 

On motion, the Conference ordered a division of the 
question, so as to vote on so much of the pending 
resolution as ratifies and adopts the “Pran” of lay 
delegation, 

At this stage of the proceedings the previous ques- 
tion was ordered, and the vote was taken by ayes and 
noes, with the following result, namely : 

Ayes.—Adams, Akers, Allen of Maine, Allyn of 
Southern Illinois, Anderson, Andrews, Baldwin, Bal- 
lard, Bannister, Barnes, Bennett, Birch, Black, Bow- 
man of North Indiana, Buwman of Upper Iowa, Brake- 
man, Bresee, Brice, Brooks, (C.), Brown of New York, 
Brown of Washington, Brunson, Brush, Buck, Buckley, 
Burr, Carlton, Chaffee, Chalfant, Chambers, Clark of 
New England, Clements, Cobleigh, Coggshall, Cooper, 
Cowles, Coxe, Crane, Crary, Crawford, Cummings, 
Curtis, Dashiell, Davis, Day, Deale, Dearborn, De- 
vore, Dinsmore, Dobbins, Dunn, Durbin, Eaton, Eddy, 
Edwards, Ela, Elliott, Endsley, Evans, Fanning, Fayle, 
Ferguson, Fisk, Foss, Foster, Fowler, Fuller, Fuller- 
ton, Gee, George, Gere, Gibson, Gillam, Goode, Goss, 
Graham, Graw, Grimm, Harford, Harlow, Harmount, 
Harris, Harroun, Haven of Detroit, Haven of New 
England, Hester of Indiana, Hester of South-eastern 
Indiana, Hibbard, Hight, Hill of Erie, Hill of New 
Jersey, Hill of Wilmington, Hitchcock, Hodgson, 
Hogoboom, Holmes, Hopkins, Hoyt, Huffman, Hughey, 
Hunt, Hunter of Central Illinois, Hunter of Pitts- 
burgh, Huntington, Hurlburt, Ives, Jacoby, Jervis, 
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Jewell, Jewett, Jocelyn, Johnson, Joy, Keeler, Keller, 
Kenney, Kiger, King, Klein, Knotts, Koeneke, Kopp, 
Kuhl, Kynett, Lakin, Lanahan, Latimer, Lemon of 
Nebraska, Lemon of North Indiana, Lindsay, Loeber, 
Lore, Lyon, M’ Allister, M’Ann, M’Cauley, M’Donald, 
M’Elfresh, M’Grath, M’Murray, Maclay, Malcom, Mal- 
lalieu, Mann, Manning, Mansell, Marlay, Marshall, 
Martin, (A.), Martin, (G.), Marvin, Matlack, Maxfield, 
Mead of Troy, Merrill, Middleton, Miley, Miller, 
Mitchell of Des Moines, More, Morgan, Mudge, Mun- 
ger, Munsell, Nast, Nelson, Nutt, Olds, Osborn, 
Pease, Peck of Central New York, Peck of Washing- 
ton, Peck of Wyoming, Peirce of North Ohio, Pierce 
of Southern Illinois, Pershing, Phelps of Central New 
York, Phelps of, Virginia, Phillips of North Indiana, 
Phillips of Ohio, Pike, Pillsbury, Pitman, Porter, 
Potter, Prentice, Prettyman, Prince, Queal of Cen- 
tral New York, Queal of Wyoming, Quigg, Raymond, 
Reed of North-west Indiana, Reid of Michigan, Rice, 
Rich, Ritchie, Roberts, Robinson of Philadelphia, 
Robinson of Washington, Rothweiler, Rust, Rut- 
ledge, Sapp, Schlagenhauf, See, Sherman, Shumate, 
Simmons, Skinner, Slicer, Smart, Steele of West Vir- 
ginia, Steele of Wisconsin, Stevenson, Stubbs, Swear- 
engen, Talbot, Tansey, Thomas, Thompson, Tincher, 
Tousey, Trimble, Upham, Van Cleve, Vincent, Waite, 
Wakeley, Walden, Wardwell, Waring, Warner, War- 
ren, Washburn, Watson, Weakley, Webb, Webster, 
Wentworth, Wetherbee, Wilbor, Wiley, Wilson, 
Witherspoon, Wood of Illinois, Wood of South-eastern 
Indiana, Woodruff, Worthen, Wright, Wythe, Young 
—252. 

Nays.—Bachman, Baker, Bingham, Bracken, Bra- 
den, Brooks, (D.), Bryan, Burdick, Caruthers, Clarke of 
Erie, Curry, Godfrey, Golliday, Gossard, Hamlin, Har- 
rington of New Hampshire, Harrington of Rock River, 
Horner, Jervis, Leslie, M’Cullough, Mead of Erie, 
Meredith, Mitchell of Central Penusylvania, Nesbit, 
Olin, Olmstead, Osbon, Palmer, Perrine, Reynolds, 
Stratton, Thayer, Whedon, White, Williams—36. 

Absent or not voting—Eldred, Matton, Muir, 
Sorin—4, 
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The first item of the resolution was therefore adopted 
by a vote of 252 to 36, in words following, viz. : 


Resolved, That said Plan is hereby ratified and adopted. 


By this action, answer 1 to the question, Who shall 
compose the General Conference, and what are the 
regulations and powers belonging to it? in Part II, 
chap. i, sec. 1, of the Discipline, was so changed as to 
read: t 


Answer 1. The General Conference shall be composed of minis- 
terial and lay delegates. The ministerial delegates shall consist 
of one member for every thirty members of each Annual Confer- 
ence, to be appointed by seniority or choice, at the discretion of 
such Annual Conference, yet so that such representatives shall 
have traveled at least four full calendar years from the time that 
they were received on trial by an Annual Conference, and are in 
full connection at the time of holding the Conference. 

The lay delegates shall consist of two laymen for each Annual 
Conference, except such Conferences as have but one ministerial 
delegate, which Conferences shall be entitled to one lay delegate 
each. 

The lay delegates shall be chosen by an Electoral Conference 
of laymen, which shall assemble for the purpose on the third day 
of the session of the Annual Conference, at the place of its meet- 
ing, at its session immediately preceding the General Conference. 

The Electoral Conference shall be composed of one layman from 
each circuit or station within the bounds of the Annual Corference, 
and, on assembling, the Electoral Conference shall organize by elect- 
ing a chairman and secretary of their own number; such layman to 
be chosen by the last Quarterly Conference preceding the time of its 
assembling: Provided, that no layman shall be chosen a delegate 
either to the Electoral Conference or to the General Conference who 
shall be under twenty-five years of age, or who shall not have been 
a member of the Church in full connection for the five consecutive 
years preceding the elections. 


Also answer 3 to the same question was altered by 
this action so as to read: 

Answer 3. At all times when the General Conference is met it 
shall take two thirds of the whole number of ministerial and lay 
delegates to form a quorum for the transaction of business. 

The ministerial and lay delegates shall sit and deliberate together 
as one body, but they shall vote separately whenever such separate 
vote shall be demanded by one third of either order, and in such 
cases the concurrent vote of both orders shall be necessary to com- 
plete an action. 

Samuel A. W. Jewett submitted, as a substitute for 
the remaining portion of the resolution, a motion that 
the roll of laymen whose certificates of election are in 
the hands of the Secretary be now called, and that 
those persons who may be duly accredited be admitted 
to seats in this General Conference. The vote on this 
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motion was taken by ayes and noes, with the following 
result : 

Ayes.—Adams, Akers, Allen of Maine, Allyn of 
Southern Illinois, Anderson, Andrews, Bachman, Ba- 
ker, Baldwin, Ballard, Bannister, Barnes, -Bennett, 
Bingham, Birch, Black, Bowman of North Indiana, 
Bowman of Upper Iowa, Bracken, Braden, Brakeman, 
Bresee, Brice, Brooks, (C.), Brooks, (D.), Brown of 
New York, Brown of Washington, Brunson, Brush, 
Bryan, Buck, Buckley, Burdick, Burr, Carlton, Ca- 
ruthers, Chaffee, Chalfant, Chambers, Clark of New 
England, Clarke of Erie, Clements, Cobleigh, Coge- 
shall, Cooper, Cowles, Coxe, Crane, Crary, Crawford, 
Cumming, Curry, Curtis, Dashiell, Davis, Day, Deale, 
Dearborn, Devore, Dinsmore, Dobbins, Dunn, Durbin, 
Eaton, Eddy, Edwards, Ela, Eldred, Elliott, Endsley, 
Evans, Fanning, Fayle, Ferguson, Fisk, Foss, Foster, 
Fowler, Fuller, Fullerton, Gee, George, Gere, Gibson, 
Gillam, Godfrey, Golliday, Goode, Goss, Gossard, 
Graham, Graw, Grimm, Hamlin, Harford, Harlow, 
Harmount, Harrington of New Hampshire, Harring- 
ton of Rock River, Harris, Harroun, Haven of Detroit, 
Haven of New England, Hester of Indiana, Hester of 
South-eastern Indiana, Hibbard, Hight, Hill of Erie, 
Hill of New Jersey, Hill of Wilmington, Hitchcock, 
Hodgson, Hogoboom, Holmes, Hopkins, Horner, Hoyt, 
Huffman, Hughey, Hunt, Hunter of Central Illinois, 
Hunter of Pittsburgh, Huntington, Hurlburt, Ives, 
Jacoby, Jaques, Jervis, Jewell, Jewett, Jocelyn, John- 
son, Joy, Keeler, Keller, Kenney, Kiger, King, Klein, 
Knotts, Koeneke, Kopp, Kuhl, Kynett, Lakin, Lana- 
han, Latimer, Lemon of Nebraska, Lemon of North 
Indiana, Leslie, Lindsay, Loeber, Lore, Lyon, M’Al- 
lister, M’Ann, M’Cauley, M’Cullough, M’Donald, M’EI- 
fresh, M’Grath, M’Murray, Maclay, Malcom, Mallalieu, 
Mann, Manning, Mansell, Marlay, Marshall, Martin, 
(A.), Martin, (G.), Marvin, Matlack, Matton, Maxfield, 
Mead of Erie, Mead of Troy, Meredith, Merrill, Mid- 
dleton, Miley, Miller, Mitchell of Central Pennsyl- 
vania, Mitchell of Des Moines, More, Morgan, Mudge, 
Munger, Munsell, Nast, Nelson, Nesbit, Nutt, Olds, 
Olin, Olmstead, Osbon, Osborn, Palmer, Pease, Peck 
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of Central New York, Peck of Washington, Peck of 
Wyoming, Peirce of North Ohio, Pierce of Southern . 
Illinois, Pershing, Phelps of Central New York, Phelps 
of Virginia, Phillips of North Indiana, Phillips of 
Ohio, Pike, Pillsbury, Pitman, Porter, Potter, Pren- 
tice, Prettyman, Prince, Queal of Central New York, 
Queal of Wyoming, Quigg, Raymond, Reed of North- 
west Indiana, Reid of Michigan, Reynolds, Rice, Rich, 
Ritchie, Roberts, Robinson of Philadelphia, Robinson 
of Washington, Rothweiler, Rust, Rutledge, Sapp, 
Schlagenhauf, See, Sherman, Shumate, Simmons, Skin- 
ner, Slicer, Smart, Steele of West Virginia, Steele of 
Wisconsin, Stevenson, Stratton, Stubbs, Swearengen, 
Talbot, Tansey, Thayer, Thomas, Thompson, Tincher, 
Tousey, Trimble, Upham, Van Cleve, Vincent, Waite, 
Wakeley, Walden, Wardwell, Waring, Warner, War- 
ren, Washburn, Watson, Weakley, Webb, Webster, 
Wentworth, Wetherbee, Whedon, White, Wilbor, 
Wiley, Williams, Wilson, Witherspoon, Wood of II- 
linois, Wood of South-eastern Indiana, Woodruff, 
Worthen, Wright, Wythe, Young—288. 

Nay.—Perrine—1. 

Absent or not voting.—Matton, Muir, Sorin—3. 

So the motion prevailed, 288 voting in favor of it, 
and 1 against it. 

On motion, the preamble of the paper submitted by 
Jesse T. Peck was laid on the table, after which cer- 
tificates of the election of lay delegates by the several 
Electoral Conferences were presented as follows, 
namely : 

Alabama. 
Henry C. SANFORD. 


Baltimore. 
SUMMERFIELD Batpwin, Wixiiam R. Woopwarp. 


Black River. 
Barney WHITNEY, Witrarp Ivzs. 


California. 
Roszerr G. Davisson, Epwarp Moors. 
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Central German. First Day. 
Henry A. Fazer, Rupores A. W. Brieuy, CextaL Gre 
- Central Illinois. eee ace 
Davin M’ Wit11aMs, THomas Logan. 
Central New York. a 
Exreuaret Remineron, Wiriiam J. Moszs. 
Central Ohio. ; CENTRAL OHIO. 
Grorce G. Hackeporn, Wittiam Lawrence, 
Central Pennsylvania. CunTRAL PEnn- 
SYLVANIA. 
Joun Patron, CuarLes W. Asucom. 
Cincinnati. CrNoINN ATI. 
IcHasop Corwin, Pare B. Swine. 
Colorado CoLORADO. 
Joun Evans. 
Delaware. DELAWARE. 
JamEs A. JONES. 
Des Moines. Drs Moras, 
Henry C, Sicier, Wutiam H. H. Brapre. 
Detroit. Derrorr. 
JoHN OWEN, Haunry Fisu. 
East Genesee. East GEnEsee, 
Davip DEcKER, Sotomon Hvupparp. 
Fast German. East GurMan. 
Freperick K. Krier. 
= 
East Maine. Bast Marne. 
Cuartes BEALE, Horacz Mozzy. 
Erie. Erm. 
Joun S. M’Cartmonrt, Lewis Mier, 
Genesee. Grnzsze. 
Francis H. Roor, JosEPpH W. Brown. 
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Georgia. 


Joun C. Kia, James D. THompson. 


Germany and Switzerland. 
(No layman elected.) 


Holston. 
Naraaniet G. Tayrtor, Jonun W. Ramsey. 


Illinois. 


Wirtiam Txomas, JosmpH G. ENgLisH. 


India. 
(No layman elected.) 


Indiana. 
Ricuarp W. THompson, W AsHineTon C, Dz Pauw. 


Iowa. 


Isaac A. Ha»orer, Jamus Haran, 


Kansas. 


Wittiam Farrcuirp, JONATHAN: J. WRIGHT. 


Kentucky. 


Amos SHINKLE, Hiram SuHaw, JR. 


Lexington. 
Marsnatt W. Taytor. 


Liberia. 
DaniEL Swrre. 


Louisiana. 
Pierre LAanpry. 


Maine. 


Wutiam D=Erine, Franois A, PLaIsTEp. 


Michigan. 


Hampton Ricu, Cuartres R. Brown. 


Minnesota. 


AsneRx Lewis, Joun Nicots. 
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Mississippi. 
G. Witzy WELLs, Mack Hut. 


Missouri. 
SAMUEL I’. GARRETT. 


Nebraska, 
Exieuus H. Rogers, Stertine P. Masors. 


Jamzs W. Lewis, 


Nevada. 
Henry J. BuatspEy. 


Newark. 


Davip Caitpsett, JamES STRONG. 


New England. 
Witt1am CLariin, Luctus W. Ponp. 


New Hampshire. 
Naruaniet §. Berry, Horace W. Girman. 


New Jersey. 
Samurt A, Dopsrns, James BrisHop. 


New York. 
Wuiam J. Groo, Joun B, Cornett, 


New York East. 
Ottver Hoyt, 


North Carolina. 
Joun A. Hasxins. 


North Indiana. 
JosepH A, Funx, Wiuam R. Wausr. 


North Ohio. 


Horace Benton, Henry Eppert, 


North-west German. 
Henry C. Dickuavt, 


North-west Indiana. 
Henry S, Lanz, Joun BrowNFIELD. 


GxEorRGE G. REYNOLDS. 


Casper H. ScourMEIER. 
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Ohio. 
Leanver J.CrircuFieLtp, Huzexran 8. Bunpy. 


Oregon. 
Grorce ABERNETHY, JosrpH §. Smiru. 


Philadelphia. 
Tuomas T. TASKER, SEN., Cuartes ALBRIGHT. 


Pittsburgh. 


Cuartes J. ALBRIGHT, ALEXANDER BRADLEY. 


Providence. 
Grorce F, Gavirt, Witiram A. WARDWELL. 


Rock River. 


Grant GoopRIcH, Brengamin F, Suuzers. 


Saint Louis. 
BrensaMin R. Bonner, James W. L. Siavens. 


South Carolina. 


Henry Corpozo, Cuartes H. Hottoway. 


South-eastern Indiana. 
E. K. Hosrorp, James C. M’Ivrosa. 


Southern Illinois. 


Ersersert Cartanan, Wiitam SroxkeEr. 


South-west German. 
Dierricn C. Smirs, ApAM KLIPPEL. 


Tennessee, 
Tuomas H. Cotpwett, Roserr QuINN. 


Texas. 
Erastus Carter. 


Troy. 


Wittram WELLS, Hiram A. Witson, 


Upper Iowa. 


Hiram Price, Dennis N. Cootry. 
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Vermont. 


Pav Drunenam, Rogerr J. Saxx. 


Virginia. 
Wun N. Berxiey. 


Washington. 
AARon SHOVELER, ‘James A, Hargis. 


West Virginia. 
Curster D. Hussarp, Warrman T. Wixxezy. 


West Wisconsin. 
Joun H. Rounrrer, Joun E. Srintman. 


Wilmington. 


Dantet M. Bares, Watrer H. Tuompson. 


Wisconsin. 
Riverious P. Etmorr, Wurm P. Lyon. 


Wyoming. 


ZipA BENNETT, Niat T. Curis. 


During the presentation of these certificates, John 
M. Walden stated that Philip B. Swing, of the dele- 
gation from the Cincinnati Conference, was absent, 
and John M. Phillips, a reserve from that Conference, 
was admitted in his stead. 

Chandler Beale, a reserve of the Maine Conference, 
was admitted instead of Francis A. Plaisted, who is 
necessarily absent. 

Sterling P. Majors, a delegate elect from the Ne- 
braska Conference, not being able to attend the Gen- 
eral Conference, William A. Burr, a reserve of that 
Conference, was admitted in his stead. 

Paul Dillingham, of the Vermont Conference, being 
absent, Asa M. Dickey, a reserve of that Conference, 
was admitted in his stead. , 

Thomas H. Logan, a reserve of the West Virginia 
Conference, was admitted to a seat instead of Wait- 


man T. Willey, who is necessarily absent. 
Hiram A, Jones, a reserve of the Wisconsin Confer- 
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ence, was admitted to a seat in the place of William 
P. Lyon, who is unable to attend. 

On motion, Conference adjourned. After the dox- 
ology had been sung, the benediction was pronounced 
by Thomas Carlton. 


THURSDAY MORNING, MAY 2. 


Conference met this morning, Bishop Simpson in 
the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by L. 
S. Jacoby, of the Mission Conference of Germany and 
Switzerland. 

On motion, the roll of both the ministerial and lay 
delegates was called by the Secretary. 

The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and 
approved. 

On motion, the list of absentees at the times of tak- 
ing the votes by ayes and noes during yesterday’s pro- 
ceedings was now called, and those of them who were 
found to be present were permitted to record their 
vote, with the following result, and the Secretary was 
instructed to correct the roll accordingly, namely : 

On changing the Restrictive Rule, the following 
members voted aye, to wit: Hogoboom, Pike, Sim- 
mons, and Webster—making the total number of ayes 
283; and the resolution was thus adopted by a vote 
of 283 to 6—3 being absent. 

On the vote on the Plan, the following members 
voted aye, namely: Hogoboom, Lemon of North In- 
diana, Olds, Phillips of North Indiana, Pike, Rust, 
Simmons, Skinner, and Webster—making the total 
number of ayes 253, to 36 nays—3 being absent. 

On the vote on Admitting Lay Delegates, the fol- 
lowing members:voted aye, namely: Brunson, Clarke 
of Erie, Hogoboom, Lyon, Olds, Pike, Rust, Simmons, 
and Webster—making the total number of ayes 288, 
to 1 nay; and the motion prevailed, 288 voting in 
favor of it and 1 against—3 being absent. 

The Secretary requested the Conference to appoint 
four Assistant Secretaries, whereupon J. S. Smart nom- 
inated G. W. Woodruff, who declined the nomination, 
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after which James 8. Smart moved that the Conference 
proceed to elect by ballot four Assistant Secretaries, 
and that the four receiving the greatest number of 
votes be the said Secretaries—provided always, that no 
one shall be declared elected who does not receive one 
third of the votes cast. After sundry nominations had 
been made, on motion, the Chair was requested to ap- 
point six tellers to collect the ballots and retire and 
count the votes; whereupon the following tellers were 
announced: J. 8. Smart, Jacob §. M’Murray, C. A. 
Holmes, B. I. Ives, G. W. Hughey, and G. Haven. The 
ballot was then taken, and the tellers retired to count 
and make their report. 

K. O. Haven offered the following resolution, after 
the reading of which it was, on motion, unanimously 
adopted : 


Whereas, The lay delegates chosen by the Electoral Conferences 
have been admitted to this General Conference; and, 

Whereas, A desire has been expressed by some of them to com- 
municate to the Conference an expression of their sentiments on 
this occasion ; therefore, 

Resolved, That this Conference is ready to receive at this time 
any communication that the lay delegates desire to make. 


On motion of E. G. Andrews, a Committee of five 
members was ordered to be appointed, to receive and 
introduce the Fraternal Delegates to this Conference ; 
and the following were announced as constituting the 
Committee, viz.: A. S. Hunt, J. M. Trimble, W. R. 
Clark, Oliver Hoyt, and D. N. Cooley. 

The lay delegates were now, on motion, granted 
temporary leave of absence. 

Bishop Simpson, in response to the act of the last 
General Conference, requesting the Bishops to report 
to this session of the Conference a plan of action for 
determining Annual Conference boundary lines, an- 
nounced that the report of the Bishops on that sub- 
ject was ready to be presented whenever the Confer- 
ence desired. Whereupon, on motion, its presentation 
was called for, and it was read to the Conference. At 
the conclusion of the reading, A. J. Kynett moved its 
reference to a special committee of fifteen, and that it 
be printed, 
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A motion was made by B. B. Hamlin, as a substi- 
tute, that the Conference proceed now to take final 
action on the report. 

On motion of John Bowman, the substitute was 
laid upon the table. 

On motion of Daniel Curry, the report was laid 
on the table and ordered to be printed. 

At this stage of the proceedings James Strong, of 
the Newark Conference, chairman of the Committee 
from the laymen, submitted and read to the Confer- 
ence the following address : 


DEAR BRETHREN:—An occasion so memorable as this, which 
brings together for the first time in the select council of our be- 
loved Zion the clerical and lay elements by direct representation, 
calls for more than a passing interchange of views and feelings. It 
is fitting that we, the lay delegates, especially should formally rec- 
ognize the gravity and responsibility of the hour, and the train of 
Divine Providence, as well as of ecclesiastical adjustment, that has 
led to it. We desire, therefore, to respond to the summons which 
invites us to share in your deliberations and decisions by an ex- 
pression at once of our appreciation of the privilege, and of our sen- 
timent in accepting it, and to do so in a manner appropriate for 
permanent record. 

First of all, we devoutly thank the great Head of the Church for 
the eminent degree of harmony and brotherly love that has charac- 
terized the movement in favor of ‘‘ Lay Delegation ”’ which has thus 
happily been consummated. Rarely, if ever, has history chronicled 
so fundamental a change in Church polity effected with so little of 
acrimonious controversy; seldom or never before has the world 
seen a voluntary surrender of power by any body of men long pos- 
sessed of it by constitutional right; and not often has there been 
known such modesty in acquiring it as our laity have generally ex- 
hibited. It has frequently been alleged that Methodism exhibits 
in her form of government some features of usurpation and despot- 
ism; we may now mutually congratulate ourselves upon this signal 
refutation of the calumny. 

In the second place, on behalf of the lay portion of our Church, 
thus called upon to assume the gravest obligations, we invoke the 
gracious assistance of our heavenly Father, that we may so engage 
in and discharge the important duties imposed upon us as to meet the 
divine approval, and secure the greatest good to the Church at 
large. We feel that an assuming spirit would be in the highest 
degree unbecoming those who enter for the first time upon a share 
of authority thus deferentially ceded to them by their colleagues, 
and we hope to prove, by a cordial and judicious co-operation with 
our ministerial brethren in this new relation, that their confidence, 
and that of those who have sent us hither, is not misplaced. 

Thirdly, we would deprecate any separation of the so-called 
temporal and spiritual powers of this joint body as between its lay 
and its clerical members. While we recognize the peculiar fune- 
tions of the ministry in the pulpit and the pastorate; their exclu- 
sive right, as a rule of ecclesiastical order, to administer the word of 
God and the sacraments of the Church; and while, on the other 
hand, we equally acknowledge as the special charge of the laity, 
in the pew and the community, to maintain the pecuniary interests 
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of our Zion, and to be the custodians of its Church property; yet, 
as delegates here assembled, we conceive, and suppose it to be 
conceded, that we all have a common and equal interest and obli- 
gation in every question that may come before the Conference for 
discussion and determination. Bishops, preachers, and people are, 
in our economy at least, the elementary constituents of the one 
body of Christ; and whatever affects either of these three classes 
truly and sensibly concerns all the rest. Whether, therefore, we 
meet here as presiding officers, or as members consulting together, 
and finally voting either promiscuously, or, if it becomes requisite 
for a due balance of members, by separate count, we trust that no 
schism shall be made in this regard; so only can we achieve the 
entire benetit of the maxim that Union 1s strength. 

Lastly, we do not enter this body to propose any sudden or rad- 
ical change in the practical machinery of our Church. Happily, we 
see no tendency among us to any considerable divergence on doc- 
trinal questions. We hope that no hasty or serious experiments will 
be made in our ministerial policy. We should especially regret to 
find the introduction of the lay element into our councils made the 
occasion of materially modifying the functions or contracting the 
sphere of the clergy, whether Bishops, Elders, or Pastors. We 
laymen, as being comparatively inexperienced in our present capac- 
ity, must naturally be expected to feel our way cautiously along if 
we would tread securely and advantageously in the exercise of our 
new powers; at the same time we do not wish to be understood as 
standing committed against any advance in any legitimate and pru- 
dent direction, nor in favor of any state of things merely on ac- 
count of its antiquity. Whatever measures have proved themselves 


in time past to be wise and useful we would retain if they still’ 


continue efficient, or restore to their former usefulness if they have 
in any way or degree unnecessarily lost it; and any modes of 
operation which experience may have shown to be erroneous or de- 
fective, or which altered circumstances may have rendered practi- 
Cally obsolete and inapposite, we would freely—but gradually and 
not violently—exchange for sounder aud more improved ones. In 
short, we profess ourselves at once conservative in principle and 
progressive in action, thoroughly true to that Methodism which 
has ever followed the guidance of Providence—the same always 
and every-where in spirit—but able to adapt itself in form to the 
varying exigencies of time and place. We recognize its one grand 
aim still to be to “spread scriptural holiness over these lands,” and 
we trust that from this hour it shall receive a fresh impulse in its 


mission throughout the globe. 
The reading having been concluded, on motion of 
J. F. Devore the following resolution was adopted : 


Resolved, That we have listened with great pleasure to the ad- 
dress of our brethren, the laymen, and that we most sincerely re- 
ciprocate all its expressions of confidence and esteem. 


On motion, it was ordered that the address be 
printed in the Church papers. 
The Conference then united in singing the long 


meter doxology. 

W. M’K. Hester moved that the Conference now 
proceed to appoint the Standing Committees. 

T. M. Eddy moved to amend by adding, “and that 
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Sree they be constituted by appointing two members from 
‘each one of the Book Committee districts, making 
them to consist of thirty members each.” 

W. H. Goode moved further to amend by excepting 
from this order the Committee on Boundaries, which 
shall consist of one member from each Conference, to 
be appointed as heretofore. 

W. H. Olin moved, as a substitute for the whole, that 
the Standing Committees be composed of one member 
from each Conference, to be nominated by the delega- 
tions respectively, and elected by the General Confer- 
ence, and this substitute was accepted and adopted. 

‘On motion of I, 8. Bingham, it was ordered that 
Standing Committees be constituted on the following 


subjects : 
Episcopacy, Revisals, 
Itinerancy, Sunday-Schools and Tracts, 
‘Boundaries, Appeals, 
Book Concern, Church Extension, 
Missions, Freedmen, 
‘Education, State of the Church. 


W. H. H. Beadle moved the appointment of a 
Standing Committee on Lay Representation. 

On motion of John Miley, this motion was laid on 
the table. 

Jacob Rothweiler moved the appointment of a 
Standing Committee on Representation in the General 
Conference. 

On motion of G. B. Jocelyn, this motion was laid 
on the table. . 

Hlection of As- ‘The tellers appointed to collect and count the votes 
cre= 
taries. for Assistant Secretaries reported the election of 
Oliver 8. Munsell, George W. Woodruff, and John M. 
Phillips. George W. Woodruff declined to accept, 
when, on motion of James 8S. Smart, his resignation 
was accepted, and D. N. Cooley and Edward A. Man- 
ning were chosen Assistant Secretaries on nomination, 
they having received the greatest number of votes of 
any not elected. 

Gilbert Haven moved that Benjamin Brown be 
elected the fifth Assistant Secretary, but the motion 
was laid on the table. 
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On motion of W. M’K. Hester, a special Committee 
of five was ordered on Rules of Order for the govern- 
ment of the deliberations of the General Conference. 

A motion was made that fifteen members of each of 
the Standing Committees respectively shall constitute 
a quorum for the transaction of business. A motion 
to amend by making the quorum twenty-one was laid 
on the table, and the original motion prevailed. 

Hiram Price moved that the quorum of each Com- 
mittee shall include its Chairman and Secretary. 

On motion of W. C. Queal, this motion was laid on 
the table. 

On motion of J. S. Smart, the time of the session 
was extended. 

On motion, it was ordered that each Standing Com- 
mittee shall elect its own Chairman and Secretary. 

Reuben Nelson offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted, namely : 


Resolved, That we respectfully request, as an item of interest not 
only to this Conference, but also to our visiting friends, an an- 
nouncement by the Bishops of the time when it will suit them to 
present to the Conference their quadrennial address. 


The Chair announced the following as the Commit- 
tee on Rules of Order, namely: W. L. Harris, W. 
WK. Hester, John Evans, A. M. Osbon, and B. R. 
Bonner. 

Pending a motion to make the appointment of the 
Standing Committees the special order: for to-morrow 
morning immediately after the reading of the Journal, 
a motion to adjourn prevailed. 

The Conference united in singing the doxology, 
after which the benediction was pronounced by 8S. 
Clements, of Detroit Conference. 


FRIDAY MORNING, MAY 3. 


Conference met this morning, Bishop Ames in the 
chair. 


The usual religious services were conducted by Al- 


fred Brunson, of the Wisconsin Conference. 
The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and 
approved. 
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May 3. The order of business was suspended to receive the 
aaa report of the Committee on Rules of Order. 
Rules of Order William L. Harris, Chairman of the Committee, re- 
reported and ; a 5 
adopted. ported the Rules of the last session, with sundry 
amendments, and the Conference proceeded to con- 
sider the Rules, as reported, seriatim. 

Pending the consideration of the first Rule, Thomas 
H. Coldwell moved to amend by striking out half-past 
twelve o’clock, and inserting one o’clock as the hour 
of adjournment. 

On motion of J. S. M’Murray, the amendment was 
laid on the table. 

John Lanahan moved that the Rules of Order be 
read through before acting on them separately. 

On motion of J. W. Weakley, this motion was laid 
on the table. 

A further motion to amend the Rule, by inserting 
twelve o’clock instead of half-past twelve, was made, 
but it did not prevail, and the first Rule was adopted, 
as reported by the Committee. 

The second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, 
ninth, tenth, eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, 
fifteenth, sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth, nineteenth, 
twentieth, twenty-first, twenty-second, twenty-third, 
twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, and twenty-sixth Rules 
were severally read and adopted. 

The Committee further reported Rules and Order 
for the government of the Court of Appeals. 

Pending their consideration, E. O. Haven moved to 
amend by inserting the word “clerical” between the 
words “ one” and “ member,” so that the Committee on 
Appeals shall consist exclusively of ministerial delegates. 

On motion of William Cooper, the amendment: was 
laid on the table. 

J.S. M’Calmont moved to amend, by inserting after 
the word delegation, in the first line of Rule II, the 
words, “which shall, if the appellant require it, be 
composed of ministers exclusively ;” but, on motion of 
William M’K. Hester, the amendment was laid on the 
table, and the Rule was adopted as reported by the 
Committee, and the Rules as a whole were adopted 
as follows, namely : 
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RULES OF ORDER. 


1, The Conference shall meet at 9 o’clock A. M., and adjourn at 
124 P. M.; but may alter the time of meeting and adjournment at 
their discretion. 

2. The President shall take the chair precisely at the hour to 
which the Conference stood adjourned, and cause the same to be 
opened by the reading of the Scriptures, singing, and prayer; and 
on the appearance of a quorum shall have the Journals of the pre- 
ceding session read and approved, and the business of the Confer- 
ence shall proceed in the following order, namely: 

(1.) Petitions, Memorials, and Appeals; in calling for which the 
Annual Conferences shall be named in alphabetical order. 

(2.) The roll of Conferences shall be repeated for the presentation 
of resolutions and miscellaneous business. 

(3.) Reports, first, of the Standing, and then of the Select Com- 
mittees: provided always, that each call severally shall have been 
completed before either preceding one shall be repeated. 

3. The President shall decide all questions of order, subject to an 
appeal to the Conference; but in case of such appeal the question 
shall be taken without debate. 

4, He shall appoint all committees not otherwise specially or- 
dered by the Conference. 

5. On assigning the floor to any member of the Conference, he 
shall distinctly announce the name of the member to whom it is 
assigned, and the Conference he represents. 

6. All motions or resolutions introduced by any member shall be 
written and presented in duplicate by the mover if the President, 
Secretary, or any two members request it. 

7. When a motion or resolution is made and seconded, or a report 
presented, and is read by the Secretary or stated by the President, 
it shall be deemed in possession of the Conference; but any motion 
or resolution may be withdrawn by the mover at any time before 
amendment or decision. 

8. All motions to postpone or to lay on the table shall be taken 
without debate. 

9. No new motion or resolution shall be entertained until the one 
under consideration has been disposed of, which may be done by 
adoption or rejection, unless one of the following motions should 
intervene, which shall have precedence in the order in which they 
are placed, namely: 

(1.) Indefinite postponement; 

(2:) Laying on the table; 

(3.) Reference to a committee ; 

(4.) Postponement to a given time; 

(5.) Substitute ; 

(6.) Amendment. 

A substitute or an amendment may be amended. 

10. When any member is about to speak in debate, or to deliver 
any matter to the Conference, he shall rise and respectfully address 
the President. 

11. No member shall be interrupted when speaking, except by 
the President to call him to order when he departs from the ques- 
tion, or uses personalities or disrespectful language; but any mem- 
ber may call the attention of the President to the subject when he 
deems a speaker out of order, and any member may explain if he 
thinks himself misrepresented. 

12. No person shall speak more than twice on the same question, 
nor more than fifteen minutes at one time, without leave of the 
Conference; nor shall any person speak more than once until every 
member choosing to speak shall have spoken. 
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13. When any motion or resolution shall have been acted upon 
by the Conference, it shall be in order for any member who voted 
with the prevailing side to move a reconsideration; but a motion to 
reconsider a non-debatable motion shall be decided without debate. 

14, No member shall absent himself from the service of the Con- 
ference without leave, unless he is sick or unable to attend. 

15. No member shall be allowed to vote on any question who is 
not within the bar at the time when such question is put by the 
President, except by leave of the Conference, when such member 
has been necessarily absent. 

16. Every member who is within the bar at the time the question 
is put shall give his vote, unless the Conference, for special reasons, 
excuse him, 

17. No resolution altering or rescinding any rule of Discipline 
shall be adopted until it shall have been in the possession of the 
Conference at least one day. 

18. It shall be in order for any member to call for the yeas and 
nays on any question before the Conference, and if the call be sus- 
tained by eighty members present, the vote thereon shall be taken 
by yeas and nays. > 

19. It shall be in order to move that the question be taken with- 
out further debate on any measure pending before the General 
Conference, except in cases in which character is involved; and if 
sustained by a vote of two thirds, the question shall be so taken. 

20. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, and shall be 
decided without debate. 

21. Each member of this body presenting memorials, petitions, 
and other papers for reference, shall prepare the paper by writing 
in a plain hand on the back of it the following items, in the follow- 
ing order, namely: 

(1.) Name of the member presenting the paper. 

(2.) Conference from which it comes. 

(3.) Pastoral charge of the Conference sending it. 

(4.) Subject to which it relates. 

(5.) First name on the petition. 

(6.) Number of other petitioners. 

(7.) The Committee to which he desires it referred. 

Papers thus presented, if no objection be made, shall be referred 
as indicated without a vote of the Conference. 

22. When any member shall move the reference of any portion 
of the Journal of his Conference to any Committee, he shall at the 
same time furnish a copy of the portion he wishes referred, filed as 
already provided in the case of memorials. 

23. All resolutions contemplating verbal alterations of the Dis- 
cipline shall state the language of the paragraph or line proposed 
to be altered, and also the language proposed to be substituted. 

24, All committees reporting changes of Discipline shall not only 
recite the page, part, chapter, section, and line proposed to be 
amended, but also the amended paragraph complete. 

25. All written motions, reports, and communications, to the 
Conference shall be passed to the Secretary, to be by him read to 
the Conference, unless the Conference shall, when such paper is 
offered, request the proposer of the paper to read it to the Conference, 

26. All Committees shall furnish duplicates of their reports, and 
all persons offering resolutions shall be required to furnish dupli- 
cates where, by Rule VI, they are required to write them. 


The Rules and Order for the government of the 


Committee on Appeals were then adopted as a whole, 
as follows: 
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COMMITTEE ON APPEALS. “ 


I. The Committee on Appeals shall be a Standing Committee. 

II. It shall consist of one member from each delegation, to be 
nominated by the respective delegations. 

III. The Committee shall be divided into two sections, in alpha- 
betical order—all the names, from the beginning of the alphabet 
down to and including those commencing with the letter L, to con- 
stitute the first section; and the names below that, in alphabetical 
order, to be included in the second section—these two sections, 
alternately, beginning with the first, shall be charged with the 
appeal cases pending before the General Conference. 

IV. The parties may challenge for cause, and the Committee may 
excuse for cause in any given case—only, so that not less than 
fifteen members of the Committee shall remain for the trial of the 
case. 

V. The question of entertaining the appeals shall be determined 
oy the Committee to try appeals. 

VI. The order of procedure in the trial of referred appeal cases 
shall be as follows, namely: 

(1.) Present the appeal. 

(2.) Determine what members of the Committee on Appeals, not 
less than fifteen, shall hear and try the case—a majority of whom 
shall decide. 

(3.) Read the findings in the case. 

(4.) State the grounds of the appeal. ° 

(5.) Motion to admit the appeal. 

(6.) Read the minutes and documents. 

(7.) Appellant’s defense. 

(8.) Reply of the delegates of the Conference from whose action 
the appeal is taken. 

(9.) Appellant’s reply to the delegates. 

(10.) Decision of the case. 


On motion of W. M’K. Hester, the Agents were re- 
quested to publish the Rules of Order in the “ Daily 
Advocate.” 

The Committee on the Reception of Fraternal Dele- 
gates asked and obtained leave of absence. 

On motion of R. 8. Foster, the Agents were in- 
structed to forward twenty-five copies of the “ Daily 
Advocate” to the Rev. Dr. Jobson, ex-President of the 
British Conference, to be distributed at his discretion. 

W. R. Clark stated that William Claflin, of the New 
England delegation, was not present, and, on motion, 
James P. Magee, a reserve from that Conference, was 
admitted in his stead. 

William G. Matton stated that John A. Haskins, 
the lay delegate of the North Carolina Conference, 
was not present, and, on motion, Albion W. Tourgee, a 
reserve of that Conference, was admitted in his stead. 
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On motion of R. 8S. Foster, Conference proceeded to 
the appointment of the Standing Committees. 

Pending the announcement of nominations, A. J. 
Kynett moved that each delegation furnish a list of its 
nominations to the Secretaries, to be by them assorted 
and entered in the Journal. ; 

On motion of J. M. Buckley, this motion was laid 
on the table. 

The Committees were then severally nominated and 
elected as follows, namely : 


EPISCOPACY. 
A. §. Lakin, Alabama. 
Henry Slicer, Baltimore. 
L. D. White, Black River. 
J. R. Tansey, California. 


William Nast, 
W.H. Hunter, 
D. D. Lore, 

W. L. Harris, 
Thompson Mitchell, 
J. W. Weakley, 
John Evans, 
Nathan Young, 
Uri P. Golliday, 
E. O. Haven, 

F. G. Hibbard, 
C. F. Grimm, 
Ammi Prince, 
Joseph Leslie, 
Thomas Carlton, 
E. Q. Fuller, 

L. 8. Jacoby, 

N. E. Cobleigh, 
W. S. Prentice, 
H. Mansell, 

W. WK. Hester, 
W. F. Cowles, 
W. K. Marshall, 
W. H. Black, 
M. W. Taylor, 
Charles A. Pitman, 


Central German. 
Central Illinois. 
Central New York. 
Central Ohio. 
Central Pennsylvania. 
Cincinnati. 
Colorado. 
Delaware. 

Des Moines. 
Detroit. 

East Genesee. 

East German, 

East Maine. 

Krie. 

Genesee, 

Georgia. 

Germany and Switzerland. 
Holston. 

Tllinois. 

India. 

Indiana. 

Towa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 
Lexington. 

Liberia. 
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Lucius C. Matlack, 
Parker Jaques, 
John M. Reid, 
David Brooks, 

A. C. M’Donald, 
Nathan Shumate, 
John B. Maxfield, 
T. H. M’Grath, 

I. W. Wiley, 

W. R. Clark, 
James Pike, 

I. D. King, 

M. D’C. Crawford, 
A. 8. Hunt, 

W. G. Matton, 
Orange V. Lemon, 
Francis 8. Hoyt, 
C. A. Loeber, 
Allen A. Gee, 
Joseph M. Trimble, 
Charles C. Stratton, 
William Cooper, 
Samuel H. Nesbit, 
Micah J. Talbot, 
Miner Raymond, 
B. F. Crary, 

C. H. Holloway, 
E. G. Wood, 
John Van Cleve, 
Philip Kuhl, 

John Braden, 
Erastus Carter, 
Homer Eaton, 

A. J. Kynett, 
J.C. W. Coxe, 

E. P. Phelps, 
James A. Harris, 
Gideon Martin, 
Thomas M. Fullerton, 
T. J. Thompson, 
G. M. Steele, 
Reuben Nelson, 
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Louisiana. 
Maine. 
Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Mississippi. 
Missouri. 
Nebraska. 
Nevada. 
Newark. 
New England. 
New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 
New York. 
New York Kast. 
North Carolina. 
North Indiana. . 
North Ohio. 
North-west German. 
North-west Indiana. 
Ohio. 
Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 
Rock River. 
Saint Louis. 
South Carolina. 
South-eastern Indiana. 
Southern Illinois. 
South-west German. 
Tennessee. 
Texas. 
Troy. 
Upper Iowa. 
Vermont. 
Virginia. 
Washington. 
West Virginia. 
West Wisconsin. 
Wilmington. 
Wisconsin. 
Wyoming. 
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ITINERANCY. 


Henry C. Sanford, 
John S. Deale, 

I. 8S. Bingham, ,; - 
W. J. Maclay, 
Jacob Rothweiler, 
H. Ritchie, 

J. T. Peck, 

A. Harmount, 
J.S. M’Murray, 
J. F. Chalfant, 
John Evans, 
James A. Jones, 
Phinehas F. Bresee, 
J. S. Smart, 
Thomas Tousey, 
C. F. Grimm, 
Charles Beale, 

W. F. Day, 
Richard L. Waite, 
W. Prettyman, 

L. 8. Jacoby, 

F. M. Fanning, 
W. E. Johnson, 
H. Mansell, 

John Kiger, 
Francis W. Evans, 
R. L. Harford, 
Daniel Stevenson, 
W. L. Muir, 
Charles A. Pitman, 
Pierre Landry, 

8. Allen, 

G. B. Jocelyn, 

T. M. Gossard, 
Moses Adams, 

J. H. Hopkins, 

E. H. Rogers, 

H. J. Blaisdell, 

J. K. Burr, 

J. W. Lindsay, 


Alabama. 
Baltimore. 
Black River. 
California. 
Central German. 
Central Tlinois. 
Central New York. 
Central Ohio. 
Central Pennsylvania. 
Cincinnati. 
Colorado. 
Delaware. 

Des Moines. 
Detroit. 

East Genesee. 
East German. 
East Maine. 
Erie. 

Genesee. 
Georgia. 
Germany and Switzerland. 
Holston. 

Illinois. 

India. 

Indiana. 

Towa. 

Kansas. 
Kentucky. 
Lexington. 
Liberia. 
Louisiana. 
Maine. 
Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Mississippi. 
Missouri. 
Nebraska. 
Nevada. 
Newark. 

New England. 
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R. 8. Stubbs, New Hampshire. May 3. 
J. B. Graw, New Jersey. Pay ee 
A. M. Osbon, New York. 
EK. G. Andrews, New York East. 
Albion W. Tourgee, North Carolina. 
William 8. Birch, North Indiana. 
John A. Mudge, North Ohio. 
Frederick Kopp, North-west German. 
Joseph C. Reed, North-west Indiana. 
William Porter, Ohio. 
Carroll C. Stratton, Oregon. , 
William H. Elliott, Philadelphia. 

Ate CS Pershing, Pittsburgh. 
William T. Harlow, Providence. 
Wm. 8. Harrington, Rock River. 
M. Sorin, Saint Louis. 
J. B. Middleton, South Carolina. 
F. A. Hester, South-eastern Indiana. 
Robert Allyn, Southern Illinois. 
John Schlagenhauf, South-west German. 
David Rutledge, Tennessee. 
W. R. Fayle, Texas. 
Elisha Watson, Troy. 
William Brush, Upper Iowa. 
Isaac M’ Ann, Vermont. 
E. P. Phelps, Virginia. 
James Peck, Washington. 
Samuel Steele, West Virginia. 
Alfred Brunson, West Wisconsin. 
J. B. Quigg Wilmington. 
P. B. Pease, ‘Wisconsin. 

- George Peck, Wyoming. 
BOUNDARIES. Boundaries. 

A. 8. Lakin, Alabama. 
L. F. Gee Baltimore. 
I. S. Bingham, Black River. 
J. R. Tansey, California. 
J. A. Klein, Central German. 
¥F. M. Chaffee, Central Illinois. 
A. J. Phelps, Central New York, 
T. H. Wilson, Central Ohio. 


68 


May 3. 


Tuirp Day, 


Journal of the General Conference. 


F. Hodgson, 

I. Corwin, 

B. T. Vincent, 

J. A. Young, 
Joseph Knotts, 

T. G. Potter, 
Robert Hogoboom, 
F. K. Keller, 

L. D. Wardwell, 
R. H. Hurlburt, 


. D. Thompson, 
. 8. Jacoby, 
Taylor, 


. Mansell, 

W. WK. Hester, 
W. F. Cowles, 
W. R. Davis, 
Hiram Shaw, Jr., 


Marshall W. Taylor, 


Charles A. Pitman, 
L. C. Matlack, 
P. Jaques, 

G. B. Jocelyn, 
David Brooks, 
Caw. Wells) 

J. H. Hopkins, 
T. B. Lemon, 

T. H. WGratb, 
J. R. Bryan, 
David Sherman, 
C. 8. Harrington, 
J. B. Dobbins, 
William Goss, 
Oliver Hoyt, 

W. G. Matton, 
O. V. Lemon, 

A. J. Lyon, 

J. J. Keller, 
Samuel Godfrey, 
H. 8. Bundy, 


aie 
. WK. MWElfresh, 


[1872. 


Central Pennsylvania. 
Cincinnati. 
Colorado. 
Delaware. 

Des Moines. 
Detroit. 

East Genesee. 
Hast German. 
East Maine. 
Krie. 

Genesee. 
Georgia. 
Germany and Switzerland? 
Holston. 

Tllinois. 

India. 

Indiana. 

Towa. 

Kansas. 
Kentucky. 
Lexington. 
Liberia. 
Louisiana. 
Maine. 
Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Mississippi. 
Missouri. 
Nebraska. 
Nevada. 
Newark. 

New England. 
New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 
New York. 
New York East. 
North Carolina. 
North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
North-west German, 
North-west Indiana, 
Ohio. 
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George Abernethy, Oregon. May 2. 
Charles Albright, Philadelphia, BID IUISG 
J. S. Bracken, Pittsburgh, 
W. T. Harlow, Providence. 
J. H. More, Rock River. 
W. H. Gillam, Saint Louis. 
J. B. Middleton, South Carolina. 
Sampson Tincher, South-east Indiana. 
Ephraim Joy, Southern [linois. 
Philip Kuhl, South-western German. 
T. H. Caldwell, | Tennessee. 
W. R. Fayle, Texas. 
Merritt B. Mead, Troy. 
H. Price, Upper Iowa. 
W. D. Malcom, Vermont. 
K. P. Phelps, Virginia. 
R. H. Robinson, Washington. 
J. W. Webb, West Virginia. 
T. M. Fullerton, West Wisconsin. 
Charles Hill, Wilmington. 
G. M. Steele, Wisconsin. 
W. G. Queal, Wyoming. 
BOOK CONCERN. Book Concern. 
A. 8, Lakin, Alabama. 
T. M. Eddy, Baltimore. 
L. D. White, Black River. 
O. Gibson, California. 
R. A. W. Briehl, | Central German. 
W. H. Hunter, Central Ilinois. 
B. 8. Wright, Central New York. 
Geo. G. Hackedorn, Central Ohio. 
John Patton, Central Pennsylvania. 
J. M. Phillips, Cincinuati. 
John Evans, Colorado. 
Jas. A. Jones, Delaware. 
P. F. Bresee, Des Moines. 
A. Edwards, Detroit. 
David Decker, East Genesee. 
C. F. Grimm, East German. 
Horace Muzzy, East Maine. 


J. S. M’Calmont, Erie. 
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A. D. Wilbor, 

E. Q. Fuller, 

L. 8. Jacoby, 

N. E. Cobleigh, 
Hiram Buck, 

H. Mansell, 

W. C. Upham, 
Isaac A. Hammer, 
Wm. Fairchild, 
Amos Shinkle, 

M. W. Taylor, 
Charles A. Pitman, 
L. C. Matlack, 

W. Deering, 

R. Sapp, 

John Nicols, 

A. CO. M’Donald, 
Samuel Huffman, 
E. H. Rogers, 

T. H. M’Grath, 

D. Campbell, 

J. P. Magee, 

R. 8. Stubbs, 

C. E. Hill, 

Stephen D. Brown, 
Daniel Curry, 

A. W. Tourgee, 
Nerr H. Phillips, 
W. C. Peirce, 

C. A. Loeber, 

John Brownfield, 
Stephen M. Merrill, 
John F.. Devore, 
Samuel W. Thornas, 
Joseph Horner, 
David H. Ela, 
Grant Goodrich, 
B. R. Bonner, 

H. Cordozo, 
James C, M’Intosh, 
K. Callahan, 

A. Klippel, 


[1872. 


Genesee. 

Georgia. 

Germany and Switzerland. 
Holston. 

Illinois. 

India. 

Indiana. 

Towa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 
Lexington. 

Liberia. 

Louisiana. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Mississippi. 
Missouri. 

Nebraska. 

Nevada. 

Newark. 

New England. 

New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 

New York. 

New York East. 
North Carolina. 
North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
North-west German. 
North-west Indiana. 
Ohio. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 

Rock River. 

Saint Louis. 

South Carolina. 
South-eastern Indiana. 
Southern Illinois. 
South-west German, 
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David Rutledge, Tennessee. apy oe 
W. R. Fayle, Texas. ie peat: 
C. F. Burdick, Troy. 
D. N. Cooley, Upper Iowa. 
R. J. Saxe, Vermont. 
W. A. Berkley, Virginia, 
J. A. Harris, Washington. 
C. D. Hubbard, West Virginia. 
J. B. Bachman, West Wisconsin. 
W. Kenney, Wilmington. 
C. D. Pillsbury, Wisconsin. 
W. H. Olin, Wyoming. 

MISSIONS. Missions. 

A. S. Lakin, Alabama. 
L. F. Morgan, Baltimore. 
Willard Ives, Black River. 
Otis Gibson, California. 
J. A. Klein, Central German. 
J. 5. Cumming, Central Illinois. 
B. I. Ives, Central New York. 
W. L. Harris, Central Ohio. 
B. B. Hamlin, Central Pennsylvania. 
J. M. Walden, Cincinnati. 
B. T. Vincent, Colorado. 
Nathan Young, Delaware. 
U. P. Golliday, Des Moines. 
L. R. Fisk, Detroit. 
D. W. C. Huntington, East Genesee. 
F. K. Keller, East German. 
L. D. Wardwell, East Maine. 
Moses Hill, Erie. 
J. W. Brown, Genesee. 
W. Prettyman, Georgia. 
L. 8. Jacoby, Germany and Switzerland. 
J. L. Mann, Holston. 
C. P. Baldwin, Illinois. 
Henry Mansell, India. 
John Kiger, Indiana, 
J.T. Simmons, Iowa. 
G. 8. Dearborn, Kansas. 


H. D. Rice, 


Kentucky. 
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W. L. Muir, 

C. A. Pitman, 
Pierre Landry, 
Wn. Deering, 
W. H. Perrine, 
Cyrus Brooks, 
Moses Adams, 
J. W. Lewis, 

J. B. Maxfield, 
H. J. Blaisdell, 
R. L. Dashiell, 
Gilbert Haven, 
R. S. Stubbs, 
James Bishop, 
C. D. Foss, 

G. W. Woodruff, 
W. G. Matton, 
W. H. Goode, 
A. J. Lyon, 
Frederic Kopp, 
A. A. Gee, 

A. B. See, 
George Abernethy, 
J. P. Durbin, 

A. J. Endsley, 
D. A. Whedon, 
Luke Hitchcock, 
A. C, George, 
Alonzo Webster, 
E. K. Hosford, 
B. R. Pierce, 
Wm. Koeneke, 
Robert Quinn, 
Erastus Carter, 
Erastus Wentworth, 
Elias Skinner, 
W. D. Malcolm, 
W. N. Berkley, 
Aaron Shoveler, 
T. H. Logan, 

J. B. Reynolds, 
W. H. Thompson, 
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Lexington. 
Liberia. 
Louisiana. 
Maine. 
Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Mississippi. 
Missouri. 
Nebraska. 
Nevada. 
Newark. 

New England. 
New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 
New York. 

New York East. 
North Carolina. 
North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
North-west German. 
North-west Indiana. 
Ohio. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 
Rock River. 
Saint Louis. 
South Carolina. 
South-eastern Indiana. 
Southern Illinois. 
South-west German. 
Tennessee. 
Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 
Vermont. 
Virginia. 
Washington. 
West Virginia. 
West Wisconsin. 
Wilmington. 
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W. G. Miller, Wisconsin. May. 
N. T. Childs, Wyoming, oe 

EDUCATION. Education. 

Arad 8. Lakin, Alabama, 
James A. M’Cauley, Baltimore. 
‘Willard Ives, Black River. 
Joseph H. Wythe, California. 


William Nast, 
O. S. Munsell, 

_ Edward C. Curtis, 
William Lawrence, 
John A. Gere, 

R. 8. Rust, 

John Evans, 
Nathan Young, 
W. H. H. Beadle, 
L. R. Fisk, 

C. W. Bennett, 

F. K. Keller, 
Ammi Prince, 
James Marvin, 
Francis H. Root, 
E. Q. Fuller, 
Ludwig 8. Jacoby, 
N. E. Cobleigh, 
Peter Akers, 
Henry Mansell, 
Cyrus Nutt, 

EK. H. Waring, 
Robert L. Harford, 
H. D. Rice, 
Marshall W. Taylor, 
Charles A. Pitman, 
L. C. Matlack, 
Stephen Allen, 
Carmi C. Olds, 
Cyrus Brooks, 
Albert C. M’Donald, 
James W. Lewis, 
John B. Maxfield, 
H. G. Blaisdell, 


Central German 
Central Illinois. 
Central New York. 
‘Central Ohio. 
Central Pennsylvania. 
Cine) nati. 
Colorado. 
Delaware. 

Des Moines. 
Detroit. 

Kast Genesee. 
Kast German. 
Kast Maine. 
Erie. 

Genesee. 
Georgia. 
Germany and Switzerland. 
Holston. 
Illinois. 

India. 

Indiana. 

Towa. 

Kansas. 
Kentucky. 
Lexington. 
Liberia. 
Louisiana. 
Maine. 
Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Mississippi. 
Missouri. 
Nebraska. 
Nevada. 
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May 3. James Strong, Newark. . 

eee te William F. Warren, New England. 
Calvin 8. Harrington, New Hampshire. 
8. A. Dobbins, New Jersey. 


Randolph 8. Foster, New York. 
George G. Reynolds, New York East. 


W. G. Matton, North Carolina. 
Thomas Bowman, North Indiana. 
Horace Benton, North Ohio. 
Christian A. Loeber, North-west German. 
Samuel Godfrey, North-west Indiana. 


Leander J. Critchfield, Ohio. 
Charles C. Stratton, Oregon. 
William C, Robinson, Philadelphia, 
Charles A. Holmes, Pittsburgh. 
David H. Ela, Providence. 
- Charles H. Fowler, Rock River. 
James W. L. Slavens, Saint Louis. 
Alonzo Webster, South Carolina. 
Enoch G. Wood, South-eastern Indiana. 


Robert Allyn, Southern Illinois. 
Dietrich C. Smith, South-west German. 
John Braden, Tennessee. 

Erastus Carter, Texas, — 

William Wells, Troy. 

Richard W. Keeler, Upper Iowa. 

J. C. W. Coxe, Vermont. 

William N. Berkley, Virginia. 

Benjamin Brown, Washington. 


Alexander Martin, West Virginia. 
John H. Rountree, West Wisconsin. 


John B. Quigg, + Wilmington. 

Henry Bannister, Wisconsin. 

Reuben Nelson, Wyoming. 
Revisals. ; REVISALS. 

Arad 8. Lakin, Alabama, 


James A. M’Cauley, Baltimore. 
Lucius L. Palmer, Black River. 
Joseph H. Wythe, California. 

John A. Klein, = Central German. 
Francis M. Chaffee, Central Illinois. 
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Luke ©. Queal, 
Samuel L. Roberts, 
Benjamin B. Hamlin, 
John F. Marlay, 
Bethuel T. Vincent, 
James A. Jones, 
Bennett Mitchell, 
Erastus O. Haven, 
Kassimer P. Jervis, 
C. F. Grimm, 
Charles B. Dunn, 


Richard A. Caruthers, 


E. E. Chambers, 
James D. Thompson, 
Ludwig 8. Jacoby, 
J. L. Mann, 

Preston Wood, 
Henry Mansell, 

John J. Hight, 
Edmund H. Waring, 
W. R. Davis, 

Daniel Stevenson, 
Willis L. Muir, 
Charles A. Pitman, 
L. C. Matlack, 
Charles Munger, 
William H. Perrine, 
Justus O. Rich, 

G. W.| Wells, 
Nathan Shumate, 
William A. Burr, 
‘Thomas H. M’Grath, 
Alexander L. Brice, 
David Sherman, 
Cadtord M. Dinsmore, 
J. B. Dobbins, 
John Miley, 

J. M. Buckley, 
A. W. Tourgee, 
William 8. Birch, 
Francis 8. Hoyt, 
Frederic Kopp, 


. 


the General Conference. 15 
Central New York. May 3. 
Turrp Day. 


Central Ohio. 
Central Pennsylvania. 
Cincinnati. 
Colorado. 
Delaware. 

Des Moines. 
Detroit. 

Kast Genesee. 
East German. 
Kast Maine. 
Erie. 

Genesee. 
Georgia. 
Germany and Switzerland. 
Holston. 
Illinois. 

India. 

Indiana. 

Towa. 

Kansas. 
Kentucky. 
Lexington. 
Liberia. 
Louisiana. 
Maine. 
Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Mississippi. 
Missouri. 
Nebraska. 
Nevada. 
Newark. 

New England. 
New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 
New York. 
New York East. 
North Carolina. 
North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 





‘ North-west German. 


. 
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May 3. Nelson L. Brakeman, North-west Indiana, 
oe Thomas H, Phillips, Ohio. 
Charles C. Stratton, Oregon. 
William C. Robinson, Philadelphia. 
John Williams, Pittsburgh. 
Micah J. Talbot, Providence. 
S. A. W. Jewett, Rock River. 
Benjamin F. Crary, Saint Louis. 
Alonzo Webster, South Carolina, 
Sampson Tincher, South-eastern Indiana. 
George W. Hughey, Southern Illinois. 
John Schlagenhaut, South-west German. 
John Braden, Tennessee. 
William R. Fayle, Texas. 
Samuel Meredith, Troy. 
* John Bowman, Upper Iowa. 
Awe Worthen, Vermont. 
E. P. Phelps, Virginia. 
R. H. Robinson, Washington. 
Samuel Steele, West Virginia. 
Alfred Brunson, West Wisconsin. 
D. M. Bates, Wilmington. 
C. D. Pillsbury, Wisconsin. 
William G. Queal, Wyoming. 
Sunday-Schools SUNDAY-SCHOOLS AND TRACTS. 
and Tracts. ’ 
A. 8. Lakin, Alabama. 
S. Baldwin, Baltimore. 
B. Whitney, Black River. 
Edward Moore, California. 
R. A. W. Briehl, Central German. 
Thomas Logan, Central Illinois. 
William J. Moses, Central New York. 
S. L. Roberts, Central Ohio. 
J. S. M’Murray, Central Pennsylvania. 
J. F. Chalfant, Cincinnati. 
John Evans, Colorado. 
Nathan Young, Delaware. 
Henry C. Sigler, Des Moines. 
H. Fish, Detroit. 
J. E. Latimer, East Genesee. 


C. F. Grimm, East German, 
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Wm. M’ Allister, 
W. G. Matton, 

J. A. Funk, 

L. Warner, 

H. E. Dickhaut, 
John Brownfield, 
T. H. Phillips, 
George Abernethy, 
T. 'T.. Tasker, 

A. Bradley, 
Frederick Upham, 
Benjamin F. Sheets, 
A. C. George, 

C. H. Holloway, 

J. C. M’Intosh, 
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H. Muzzy, East Maine. Mayr: 
Lewis Miller, Erie. Tapap shay: 
J. W. Brown, Genesee. 
J. C. Kimball, Georgia. 
L. 8. Jacoby, Germany and Switzerland. 
J. W.. Ramsey, Holston. 
J. G. English, Illinois. 
H. Mansell, India. 
R. W. Thompson, Indiana. 
F. W. Evans, Iowa. 
J.J. Wright, Kansas. 
Amos Shinkle, Kentucky. 
M. W. Taylor, Lexington. 
Charles A. Pitman, Liberia. 
Pierre Landry, Louisiana. 
Charles Munger, Maine. 
Hampton Rich, Michigan. 
Abner Lewis, Minnesota. 
Mack Hill, Mississippi. 
Samuel F. Garrett, Missouri. 
Wm. A. Burr, Nebraska. 
H. G. Blaisdell, Nevada. 
J. R. Bryan, Newark. 
W. F. Mallalieu, New England. 
‘N.8.. Berry, New Hampshire. 
J. B. Graw, New Jersey. 
S. L Ferguson, New York. 


New York Kast. 
North Carolina. 
North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
North-west German. 
North-west Indiana. 
Ohio. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 

Rock River. 

Saint Louis. 

South Carolina. 
South-eastern Indiana. 
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Ephraim Joy, 

D. C. Smith, 

Robert Quinn, 
Erastus Carter, 

H. A. Wilson, 
Richard Swearengen, 
A. M. Dickey, 
William N. Berkley, 
James Peck, 
Thomas H. Logan, 
Joseph B. Reynolds, 


Southern Illinois. 
South-west German. 
Tennessee. 
Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 
Vermont. 
Virginia. 
Washington. 
West Virginia. 
West Wisconsin. 


W.H. Thompson, Wilmington. 
H. A. Jones, Wisconsin. 
Thomas Harroun, Wyoming. 
APPEALS. 

A. 8. Lakin, Alabama. 

H. Slicer, Baltimore. 
L. L. Palmer, Black River. 
W. J. Maclay, California. 


J. Rothweiler, 

A. J. Anderson, 
F. F. Jewell, 

A. Harmount, 
Samuel Barnes, 

I. Corwin, 

B. T. Vincent, 
James A. Jones, 
Bennett Mitchell, 
S. Clements, 

D. W. C. Huntington, 
C. F. Grimm, 

C. B. Dunn, 

John Graham, 
Richard L. Waite, 
J. C. Kimball, 

L. 8. Jacoby, 

F. M. Fanning, 
William Thomas, 
H. Mansell, 

R. W. Thompson, 
J. L. Simmons, 


Central German. 
Central Illinois. 
Central New York. 
Central Ohio. 
Central Pennsylvania. 
Cincinnati. 
Colorado. 
Delaware. 

Des Moines. 
Detroit. 

East Genesee. 

East German. 

Kast Maine. 

Erie. 

Genesee. 

Georgia. 

Germany and Switzerland. 
Holston. 

Illinois. 

India. 
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A. B. See, 
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John W. Baker, 
Daniel A. Whedon, 
8. A. W. Jewett, 
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F. A. Hester, 
Benjamin R. Pierce, 
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J.C. Kimball, 
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N. G. Taylor, 
William Thomas, 
Henry Mansell, 
W. OC. De Pauw, 
EK. H. Waring, 
William Fairchild, 
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M. W. Taylor, 
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H. J. Blaisdell, Nevada. 

James Strong, Newark. 
L. W. Pond, New England. 
N.S. Berry, New Hampshire. 
C, E. Hill, New Jersey. 
J. B. Cornell, New York. 
G. W. Woodruff, New York East. 
W. G. Matton, North Carolina. 
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C. H. Schurmeier, North-west German. 
H. 8. Lane, North-west Indiana. 
L. J. Critchfield, Ohio. 
J. F. Devore, Oregon. 
J. B. M’Cullough, Philadelphia. 
William Hunter, Pittsburgh. 
G. F. Gavitt, Providence. 
Miner Raymond, Rock River. 
J. W. Slavens, Saint Louis. 
Henry Cordozo, South Carolina. 
E. K. Hosford, South-eastern Indiana. 
William Stokes, Southern Iinois. 
Adam Klippel, South-west German. 
T. H. Caldwell, Tennessee. 
W. R. Fayle, Texas. 
Andrew Witherspoon, Troy. 
A. J. Kynett, Upper Towa. 
H. W. Worthen, Vermont. 
W.N. Berkley, Virginia. 
J. A. Harris, Washington. 
J. W. Webb, West Virginia. 
J. B. Bachman, West Wisconsin. 
Charles Hill, Wilmington. 
R. P. Elmore, Wisconsin. 
Ziba Bennett, Wyoming. 
j ; FREEDMEN. Freedmen. 
A. 8, Lakin, Alabama, 
Wm. R. Woodward, Baltimore. 
L. D. White, 


Black River. 
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Henry C. Sigler, 
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L. D. Wardwell, 
O. L. Mead, 
Thomas Carlton, 
Wesley Prettyman, 
L. 8S. Jacoby, 

J. W. Ramsey, 
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H. Mansell, 

J. J. Hight, 

Isaac A. Hammer, 
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W. H. Black, 
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Pierre Landry, 
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C. R. Brown, 
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Mack Hill, 
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A. W. Tourgee, 
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C. H. Schurmeier, North-west German. 
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William Porter, Ohio. 
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Charles J. Albright, Philadelphia, 

William Hunter, Pittsburgh. 

Wm. A. Wardwell, Providence. 


Grant Goodrich, Rock River. 

B. R. Bonner, Saint Louis. 

Henry Cordozo, South Carolina, 
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Ethelbert Callahan, Southern Illinois. 
D. C. Smith, South-west German, 
David Rutledge, Tennessee, 

Erastus Carter, . Texas. 

Elisha Watson, Troy. 

Dennis N. Cooley, | Upper Iowa. 

R. J. Saxe, Vermont. 


William N. Berkley, Virginia. 

R. H. Robinson, Washington. 
Gideon Martin, West Virginia. 
John E. Stillman, West Wisconsin. 
John B. Quigg, . Wilmington. 


H. A. Jones, Wisconsin. 
Thomas Harroun, Wyoming. 
STATE OF THE CHURCH. Bier oor the 
A. S. Lakin, Alabama, 
John Lanahan, Baltimore. 
L. L. Palmer, Black River. 
R. J. Davisson, California. 
Wm. Nast, Central German. 
J. S. Cumming, Central Illinois. 
D. D. Lore, Central New York. 


George G. Hackedorn, Central Ohio. 
Thompson Mitchell, Central Pennsylvania. 


R. S. Rust, Cincinnati. 
B. T. Vincent, Colorado, 
Nathan Young, Delaware. 


Wm. H. H. Beadle, Des Moines. 
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Ammi Prince, 

G. W. Clark, 
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J. D. Thompson, 
L. 8. Jacoby, 

J. W. Ramsey, 
W.S. Prentice, 
H. Mansell, 
Cyrus Nutt, 
James Harlan, 
Geo. 8. Dearborn, 
D. Stevenson, 

W. L. Muir, 
Chas. A. Pitman, 
L. C. Matlack, 

S. F. Wetherbee, 
I. Coggshall, 

J. Nicols, 

Mack Hill, 
Nathan Shumate, 
E. H. Rogers, 

T. H. WGrath, 
J. K. Burr, 

EK. A. Manning, 
C. M. Dinsmore, 
I. D. King, 
Joseph B. Wakeley, 
Daniel Curry, 

W. D. Matton, 
N. H. Phillips, 

J. A. Mudge, 

J. J. Keller, 

J. C. Reed, 

S. M. Merrill, 
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Thomas C. Tasker, 
C. J. Albright, 
Frederick Upham, 
C. H. Fowler, 
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B. F. Crary, Saint Louis. 

J. B. Middleton, South Carolina. 

J. C. M’Intosh, South-eastern Indiana, 
G. W. Hughey, Southern Illinois. 
Philip Kuhl, South-west German. 
Robert Quinn, Tennessee. 

Erastus Carter, Texas. 

Andrew Witherspoon, Troy. 

Wn. Brush, Upper Iowa. 

I. M’Ann, Vermont. 

KE. P. Phelps, . Virginia. 

Aaron Shoveler, Washington. 

C. D. Hubbard, West Virginia. 

J. H. Rountree, West Wisconsin. 
Wesley Kenney, Wilmington. 

H. Bannister, Wisconsin. 


D. C. Olmstead, Wyoming. 


While the nomination of the foregoing Committees 
was progressing, a motion to extend the time of the 
session prevailed. 

Jesse T, Peck moved that the several standing Com- 
mittees meet at the places assigned them by the Com- 
mittee of Arrangements, at three o’clock this after- 
noon, for the purpose of organization. 

C. A. Holmes moved, as a substitute, that this Con- 
ference shall meet this afternoon at three o’clock, in 
the Washington-street Church, under the presidency 
of a Bishop, for the organization of the Committees. 

K. P. Jervis moved that the substitute be laid on the 
table, but the motion did not prevail. 

It was then moved to amend by substituting the 
words “the members of this Conference shall meet,” 
etc., instead of the words “this Conference shall 
meet,” etc., and also by striking out the words, 
“under the presidency of a Bishop.” A motion was 
made to lay these amendments on the table, but the 
motion was lost, and the amendments were adopted. 

J. M. Reid moved that one of the Bishops be re- 
quested to preside’ this afternoon. 

A motion to adjourn was lost, after which Reuben 
Nelson moved, as a substitute for the motion of J. M. 
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ganizing the 
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Reid, that Alfred Brunson be requested to preside. 
This motion was lost, and the original motion pre- 
vailed. 

Jesse T. Peck moved that each standing Committee 
be directed to appoint an engrossing clerk, to prepare 
copies of reports, ete. 

Pending this motion, Conference adjourned. 

The doxology was sung, and James 8. Smart pro- 
nounced the benediction. 


SATURDAY MORNING, MAY 4, 


Conference met this morning, Bishop Simpson in 
the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by 
Thomas T. Tasker, of the Philadelphia Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and 
approved. 

On motion, the order of business was suspended, 
and the result of the action yesterday afternoon in the 
organization of committees was reported as follows, 
namely : 


Chairman. Secretary. 
Episcopacy...... J. M. Trimble, Albert 8. Hunt. 
Itinerancy....... Jesse T. Peck, Robert ‘Allyn. 
Boundaries...... LL. C. Matlack, George B. Jocelyn. 
Book Concern.... B. R. Bonner, Arthur Edwards. 
Missions........ Gilbert Haven, B. I. Ives. 
Education....... Thomas Bowman, William Wells. 
Revisals). ./5.s12 «' HE. O. Haven, F. 8. Hoyt. 


A communication from the Secretaries of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society was received, inviting the General 
Conference to attend the anniversary of the Society, 
occurring during the present month. 

Thomas M. Eddy moved that the thanks of the 
General Conference be tendered to the Secretaries for 
their cordial invitation, but that this body, on account 
of pressing duties, cannot accept it; but, instead there- 
of, will send a deputation to be pein at the anni- 
versary services. 

On motion of Luke Hitchcock, the whole subject 
was referred to a special committee of five to consider 
and report. 
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On motion of J. M. Walden, the Committee on May 4. 
Rules of Order had leave of absence. ee 

On motion of Cyrus Nutt, the following resolution 
was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Conference appoint the following Special Com- Special Com- 
mittees, consisting of seven members each, to wit: on Temperance,  ™ittees  or- 


Pastoral Address, Expenses of Delegates, American Bible Society, eked 
and Metropolitan Church. 


Resin Sapp moved the appointment of a special Committee on 
Committee of thirteen on the subject of the Insurance Chel: Prop- 
of Church Property. ‘ erty ordered. 

James Strong moved that the whole subject be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Church Extension. 

F. A. Hester moved to lay the substitute on the 
table, but the motion did not prevail. 

On motion of L. C. Queal, the motion referring the 
subject to the Committee on Church Extension was 
laid on the table, and the original motion prevailed. 

Henderson Ritchie moved the appointment of a Rompmittes, on 
special Committee of seven on the Scandinavian Work. Work ordered. 

Otis Gibson moved, as a substitute, that the inter- 
ests of the Scandinavian work be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Missions, but the substitute was lost, and 
the original motion prevailed. 

A. C. George offered a resolution, providing for the 
appointment of a Committee of ten ministers and fif- 
teen laymen, to report a plan for paying the expenses 
of General Conference, and for other purposes. 

G. W. Hughey moved to amend the resolution by 
striking out the word “ fifteen,” and inserting the word 
“ten” instead thereof; but this amendment, on motion 
of R. S. Foster, was laid on the table. 

On motion of Jacob Rothweiler, the resolution was yaaa 
amended by substituting “twenty-five” for “ten min- Pion cee 
isters and fifteen laymen,” and by striking out the ; 
word “sacredly ” before the word “ consecrated ;” and 
it was then adopted as follows, namely : 

Resolved, That a special Conimittee of twenty-five be appointed 
by the Chair to devise, if practicable, and report to this body, some 
plan for providing for the expenses of the General Conference, the * 
expenses of delegates sent by the General Conference to other re- 


ligious bodies, the support of the Bishops, and other general ex- 
penses of the Church, without intrenching upon funds consecrated 


to other purposes. 
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William H. Hunter offered the following preamble 
and resolution relating to the Book Concern in New 
York, namely: 


Whereas, It is known to this General Conference that a long and 
painful controversy has existed in the Book Concern at New York 
in regard to its financial management; and, . 

Whereas, It is time that this question be so settled as to secure 
the stability and the great usefulness of the Concern in the accom- 
plishment of its legitimate work; and 

Whereas, It is believed that important questions relating to the 
management of the Book Concern and its publishing interests will 
be brought before the regular Book Committee, demanding all their 
time in devising ways and means for the greater efficiency of our 
publishing interests; therefore, 

Resolved, That a special Committee be appointed, consisting of 
one minister and one layman from each Book Committee District, 
to whom all papers and charges relating to the question of fraud 
and mismanagement in the Book Concern be referred, and that this 
Committee report at as early a day as possible. 

On motion of John J. Hight, this paper was laid on 
the table. Whereupon John Lanahan moved to re- 
consider the vote by which it was laid on the table. 

After some discussion, on motion of L. C. Queal, the 
motion to reconsider was indefinitely postponed on a 
count vote of 199 to 156. 

R. 8. Foster moved that the report of the Book 
Committee be now called for. 

Henry Slicer moved, as a substitute, that the Book 
Committee be directed to furnish all the documents in 
reference to the Book Concern difficulties; but, on 
motion of Daniel Stevenson, the substitute was laid 
on the table by a count vote of 248, which number 
being a majority of the General Conference, the nega- 
tive vote was not called. 

R. S. Foster then withdrew his motion, calling for 
the report of the Book Committee. 

On motion of J. M. Walden, the Committee on Sun- 
day-Schools and Tracts had leave of absence from 
Conference for the purpose of organizing the Com- 
mittee. 

On motion of G, W. Woodruff, the following reso- 
lution was adopted, namely : 

Resolved, That the Secretary be requested to prepare and cause 
to be printed a Manual, containing the rules of order, the roll of 
delegates, the list of standing Committees, with the times and 


places of their meeting, and such other information as he shall 
deem necessary for the use and convenience of the Conference. 
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On motion of G. W. Woodruff, a special Committee 
of five was ordered, to consider and report in relation 
to the erection of a monument over the grave of 
Bishop Kingsley, at Beirut, in Syria. 

On motion of A. J. Kynett, the paper presented by 
the Bishops concerning the manner of determining 
all matters relating to the Boundaries of Annual 
Conferences was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. : 

John F. Devore moved the appointment of a special 
Committee of fifteen on the subject of District Con- 
ferences. 

On motion of Daniel Curry, the subject of District 
Conferences was referred to the Committee on Itin- 
erancy. 

On motion of Reuben Nelson, a Committee of seven 
on fraternal correspondence with other religious bodies 
was ordered. 


On motion, the regular order of business was re- 
sumed, and the roll of Conferences was called for the 
presentation of Petitions, Memorials, and Appeals, and 
they were presented and referred as follows, namely : 


BALTIMORE. 


Lyttleton F. Morgan presented a protest from Win- 
chester Station, signed by Samuel R. Atwell and one 
hundred and ten others, against the transfer of that 
circuit to the Virginia Conference ; also the protest of 
official members of Martinsburgh Station and others, 
against a change of boundaries, and they were both 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Thomas M. Eddy presented a memorial from the 
Board of Trustees of the Metropolitan Church in 
Washington City, and it was referred to the special 
Committee on the Metropolitan Church. 


CALIFORNIA. 


Otis Gibsun presented the action of the Preachers’ 
meeting of San Francisco, in reference to the Constitu- 
tion of the Missionary Society, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Missions. 
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May 4. 
Fourta Day. CENTRAL NEW YORK. 
Maes Frank F. Jewell presented the action of the Confer- 


Rules for _An- ence relating to Rules for Annual Conferences, and it 
ences. was refered. to the Committee on Revisals. He also 
Boundaries. presented the action of the Conference on Bounda- 
ries, and a petition on the same subject from the first 
Church in Oswego, signed by E. T. Thornton and one 
hundred and two others, and they were referred to the 

Committee on Boundaries. 


CENTRAL OHIO. CENTRAL OHIO. 


ee ae William Lawrence presented the petition of John 
Shannon and eleven others for the election, of Presid- 
ing Elders by ballot in the Annual Conferences, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


COINorNN ATI. CINCINNATI. 


Boundaries. Ichabod Corwin presented a petition from East Lib- 
erty Circuit, asking that it remain in the Cincinnati 
Conference ; also a petition, signed by W. Rector and 
onehundred and twenty-six others, relating to bounda- 
ries between the Cincinnati and Central Ohio Confer- 
ences, and they were referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

CoLORADo. COLORADO. 


Boundaries. B. T. Vincent presented a petition on boundaries, 
signed by Thomas Harwood and two others, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

On motion, the Committee on Church Extension was 
granted leave of absence, for the purpose of organiza- 
3 ~«tion. 
Derrorr. DETROIT. 
Election of Pree James §. Smart presented the petition of himself and 
siding Elders. ° ‘ , ava 
five others concerning the election of Presiding Elders, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


GEORGIA. GEORGIA. 


Colored people . np, J 
Mk sate = H. Q. Fuller presented a memorial, from a conven- 


Conferences. tion of colored people of Georgia, asking for a sepa- 
rate Conference organization, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries, 
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f May 4. 
IOWA. Fourta Day. 
E. H. Waring presented a petition from the Mount 
Pleasant District Association relating to Boundaries, Boundaries. 
and it was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


Iowa. 


LOUISIANA. Lovistana. 


L. C. Matlack presented a memorial trom the Ger- Boundaries. 
man Churches in the Louisiana Conference on the 
subject of a German Conference, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries. 


NORTH INDIANA. Norra = Inpr 


ANA. 
William H. Goode presented a memorial on Bound- Boundaries. 
aries, and it was referred to the Committee on Bound- 
aries. 


OHIO. Onto. 


Joseph M. Trimble presented the action of the Ohio Book Business. 
Conference in relation to our book business, and also 
in relation to the claim of the Book Concern against Clsim. against 
the widow of H. Z. Ross, and it was referred to the 2. Ross. 


Committee on the Book Concern. 


UPPER IOWA. Urrrr Iowa. 


John Bowman presented the petition of J.C. Ayres Church Mem- 


? . % " bership. 
relating to the tenure of Church membership, and it j 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 
WASHINGTON. ‘WASHINGTON. 


Robert H. Robinson presented the memorial of Boundaries. 
himself and two others in reference to continuing the 
Conference as a separate organization, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Benjamin Brown presented a petition, signed by 
himself and three others, asking the General Confer- ored Bish 


ence to elect one or more colored men to the Epis- 
copacy. 


The call of the roll of Conferences was repeated for Le Se ca 
the presentation of Resolutions and Miscellaneous Bus- Business. 
iness, and the following were presented and disposed 


of as indicated : 
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May 4. 
Fourrn Day. CALIFORNIA. 


CALIFORNIA. 5 ° : : : 
On motion of Otis Gibson, the following resolution 
Gibson Weekly 


8.8. Paper. was referred to the Committee on Sunday-Schools and 
Tracts: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts be 
requested to inquire into the expediency of issuing a Weekly Sun- 
day-School Advocate, instead of bi-monthly as now. 


eaisston ta Ct. ate neleg presented the following, which was referred 
nD. “| . . 
to the Committee on Missions, namely : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Missions be requested to inquire 
into the expediency of establishing a Mission in the province of 
Canton, China. 


CENTRAL PENN- CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA. 


SYLVANIA. , 
M’MurrayElee- J, §. M’Murray presented the following preamble 

tion of Pre- i 

siding Elders. and resolutions, and they were referred to the Com- 


mittee on Itinerancy, namely : 


Whereas, The discussion had on the Presiding Eldership, both in 
our Church papers and in certain Annual Conferences, indicates a 
demand for some modification of the office; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That the Committee on Itinerancy be and are hereby 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so providing, that when 
a new Presiding Elder is to be appointed the Presiding Bishops 
shall have the right to nominate and the Conference to elect. 

Resolved, 2, That they inquire into the expediency of extending 
the limit of a Presiding Elder’s term of service on a district from 
four to siz years, so as to duplicate that of the pastorate. 

Resolved, 3. That they inquire into the expediency of recommend- 
ing the enlargement of districts so as to reduce the number of Pre- 
siding Elders, and lessen the expense for their support. 


GEORGIA. GEORGIA. 


Faller. E. Q. Fuller presented the following papers from 
the Georgia Conference, and they were referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries, namely : 


Colored Confer- | Rey. J. W. Yarborough read from the Journal of the Conference, 
ences. session of 1869, as follows: 


“GEORGIA CONFERENCE Room, 
MertHopist Episcopal CuuRca, 
October 18, 1869. 


“To the Bishop and Members of the Georgia Annual Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church: 


“DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: While we feel grateful to you 
as a body for the interest you have manifested in the welfare of the 
work of our Church among the people of color in the South, we 
would most respectfully ask that districts be manned by colored 
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ministers, and that as soon as may be proper in your judgment, we 
be organized into a separate Conference. 


Ropert T. Kent, ADAM PALMER, 
HENRY ELDER, M. WILKERSON, 
JOSEPH LANE, GEORGE ANSLEY, 
WILLIAM FINCHER, J. C. CRuss, 


HpWarD LACEY.” 


After reading the above he offered the following resolution: 


“ Resolved, That this Conference instruct their delegates to the 
ensuing General Conference to move that body to authorize the 
setting off of a colored Annual Conference in Georgia, and that in 
case that is done, we, the members of this Conference, white and 
colored, discuss the question through the year, and come to our 
next Annual Conference prepared to take action. 

“J. W. YARBOROUGH, 
R. H. WATERS.” 


The question, after discussion, was adopted. 


He also presented the following preamble and reso- 
lutions, with accompanying memorial, from a conven- 
tion of ministers and members of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in Georgia, asking the organization of a 
Conference of colored members in that State, and they 
were referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 


Whereas, Pursuant to a call issued through the columns of “The 
Methodist Advocate,” we have met to take into consideration the 
propriety of memorializing the ensuing General Conference for a 
separate Conference of colored members in the State of Georgia, 
and for other purposes; and 

Whereas, We have fully considered these measures, and believe 
that they would greatly tend to promote the interests of our people 
and the Methodist Episcopal Church in Georgia; therefore be it 

Resolved, 1. That we hereby reaffirm our devotion to the “old 
mother Church” and all her interests, and pledge ourselves indi- 
vidually and collectively under all circumstances to stand by her. 

Resolved, 2. That while our relations with our white brethren of 
the Georgia Conference have been of the most pleasant character, 
we believe the interests of the whole work, as well as the interests 
of the colored people, demand that we should assume a more ad- 
vanced position in the Church. 

Resolved, 3. That we will hereafter, as heretofore, feel especially 
grateful to them for their interest in our welfare, and will always 
remember them at the throne of grace. 

Resolved, 4. That we recognize the propriety of electing a colored 
man to the episcopal office if, in the judgment of the General Con- 
ference, a worthy and suitable man can be found, and to this end 
we will direct our prayers. 

Resolved, 5. That ‘‘ The Methodist Advocate” has shown itself a 
firm friend of Christianity, and an unflinching defender of human 
rights, and we heartily indorse its sentiments touching the great 
questions affecting our interests, and pledge ourselves to give the 
paper a more earnest and active support. 

Resolved, 6. That the officers of this Convention be and are here- 
by authorized to present the wishes of our people for a separate 
Conference, with our reasons therefor, to our delegates to the Gen- 
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eral Conference, that they may be laid before that body, and our 
delegates be requested respectfully to give them their support. 


Memorial to the General Conference to be held at Brooklyn, N. Y., 

May 1, 1872. 
DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: We, ministers and members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, in the Georgia Conference, in 
convention met to consider the petition of said Conference praying 
your venerable body to authorize the setting off of a Conference of 
colored members in the State of Georgia, beg to offer the following 
reasons why your body should grant the aforesaid request, 
namely : 

1. It will enable us to demonstrate our capacity for self-govern- 
ment by imposing on us the responsibilities of self-government. 

2. It will secure greater efficiency in the prosecution of the work 
in this State among both white and colored. 

3. It will relieve us from the taunts and sneers of designing men, 
and secure the communion and friendship of many who would not 
otherwise unite with us. 

4. By our present status as a mixed Conference we are compelled 
to meet year after year in Atlanta at great expense to those charges 
in remote portions of the State, as well as the Churches in Atlanta, 
whereas, by a separate organization, a colored Conference could be 
supported at Angusta, Savannah, Griffin, Newman, Atlanta, La- 
Grange, Brunswick, and Blackshear, und a white Conference at 
other points, thus equalizing the burden of their support, as well as 
strengthening our work at these points by the prestige and influ- 
ence of a Conference meeting, and secure to us the itinerancy of 
our Conference as well as of our preachers. 

5. It will enable our white brethren to more vigorously prosecute 
the work among their own race. 

6. It will secure to us the services of our more experienced col- 
ored brethren from other Conferences, by which we will be able to 
more fully meet the wants of our own people. 

7. It will relieve the Church of even a suspicion of a spirit. of 
caste, and make us feel as men, and the peers of our white 
brethren. 

8. It will be no innovation upon any principle of Christianity or 
of our beloved Church, but simply a reiteration of the principle 
evinced in the organization of the four German Conferences, and 
the Washington, Delaware, and Lexington Conferences. 

9. It will secure equal, if not greater, results at less cost to our 
Missionary fund. 

For these reasons, dear brethren, we pray your venerable body 
to grant the request of the Georgia Conference as contained in the 


- aforementioned petition, and your petitioners will ever pray, ete. 


GERMANY AND 
SwiItTzERLAND. 


L. 8. Jacoby on 
Church Ex- 
tension Fund. 


Signed by order and in behalf of said Convention, 
Ropert T. Kant, President. 
Davip M’Lrenpon, First Vice-President. 
Epwarp Lacy, Second Vice-President. 
C. O. Fisurr, Secretary. 


GERMANY AND SWITZERLAND. 
L. 8S. Jacoby presented the following resolution of 
this Conference, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Church Extension, namely: 


Resolved, That we request you to grant us an interest in the 
Church Extension Fund, we, of course, willingly pledging ourselves 
to discharge the obligations thereby devolving on us, 
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INDIANA, 


John J. Hight presented the following resolutions, 
and they were referred to the Committee on Revis- 
als, namely : 


resolved, 1. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the propriety of so amending the Discipline that persons 
can be licensed to exhort only by a Quarterly Conference, and after 
an examination in doctrines and discipline, and with the approba- 
tion of the Presiding Elder. 

Resolved, 2. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of amending the Discipline, Part IV, 
chap. i, sec. 2, page 150, by striking out the words, ‘the Holy 
Catholic Church,” and inserting the language of the foot-note, 
“the one universal Church of Christ.” 

Resolved, 3. That the Committee on Revisals be requested to in- 
quire into the expediency of so amending the Discipline as to dis- 
pense with the examination in doctrines and discipline of persons 
who are licensed to preach, or recommended to an Annual Conference 
for admission or orders, and, in lieu of such examination, let none 
be licensed by a Quarterly Conference to preach except those who 
have stood a good examination made by the Presiding Elder, or a 
committee of preachers by him appointed, on a course of study 
which it shall be the duty of the Bishops to prescribe. 


He also presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy, namely; 


Resolved, 1. That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of amending the Discipline, Part VI, 
chap. ii, sec. 1, page 273, by striking out the following: 

“1, The more effectually to raise the amount necessary to meet 
the above-mentioned allowances of the effective ministers and 
preachers, let there be made weekly class collections in all our so- 
Gieties where it is practicable; and in such circuits and stations 
where the stewards approve, large classes may be divided into two 
or three financial classes, to consist of not more than twelve mem- 
bers and a collector appointed by the preacher, (by and with the 
advice and consent of the stewards,) whiose duty it shall be to col- 
lect weekly, monthly, or quarterly, as the case may be determined, 
from each member of the class, what they agree to pay, and the 
money when collected shall be paid regularly to the class-leader, to 


be brought up by him to the leaders’ meeting or Quarterly Confer-— 


ence, as the case may be ’—and inserting : 

‘1, The more effectually to raise the amount necessary to meet 
the above mentioned allowances of the effective preachers, let the 
stewards set down at the beginning of the year what they think 
each member of the congregation ought to pay; give notice per- 
sonally to each of this estimate, and after trying to persuade those 
who are not sufficiently liberal to more enlarged beneficence, 
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contribute, and these sums shall be the official assessments, which 
when due shall be considered debts; and when it is practicable let 
the attendants upon our churches be invited to contribute sums 
they are willing to give inclosed in envelopes inscribed with their 
names or numbers. Let those assessed be divided into convenient 
classes from which the stewards, or persons appointed upon their 
advice by the preacher, shall collect of the delinquents, or of the 
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entire class where the envelope plan is not used, weekly, monthly, 
or quarterly, as may be determined, what they agree to pay, and 
the money when collected shall be inclosed in envelopes inscribed 
with the names or members of the contributors, and placed in the 
baskets at church, or paid to the class-leader or other person desig- 
nated by the stewards, to be brought up to the leaders’ meeting or 
Quarterly Conference, as the case may be. The Recording Stew- 
ards shall keep an individual account of all these assessments and 
contributions, together with the receipts from whatever source for 
the support of the effective ministers, and pay over the same under 
the direction of the stewards to the preachers authorized to receive 
them.” 

W. M’K. Hester presented the following resolutions, 
and they were referred to the Committee on the Epis- 
copacy, namely : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Episcopacy be requested to 
inquire into the expediency of making the following regulations in 
regard to the Episcopacy in our Church: 

1. That the whole number of Annual Conferences in the Church 
be divided into districts equal in number to that of the Bishops. 

2. That one Bishop be required to have his residence in the 
bounds of each district. 5 

3. That the salary of each Bishop be drawn, one half from the 
district in which he resides, the other half and his traveling ex- 
penses from the Book Concern. 

4. That the allowance of each Bishop be made by a Board of 
Stewards, composed of an equal number of ministers and laymen, 
appointed by the Annual Conferences. 

5. That these changes shall not interfere with the general work 


of superintending or presiding in the Annual Conferences as at 
vresent. 


IOWA. 


W. F. Cowles presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy, 
namely : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be requested to in- 
quire into the expediency of authorizing the several Annual Con- 
ferences to determine the number of Presiding Elders that shall be 
appointed in their respective Conferences. 

The Committee on Church Extension reported its 
organization by the election of W. C. De Pauw as 
Chairman, and George W. Woodruff, Secretary, 

The Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts re- 
ported its organization by the election of William 
M’ Allister, Chairman, and Henry C. Sigler, Secretary. 


KENTUCKY. 


Daniel Stevenson presented the following resolution, 


which was referred to the Committee on the State of 
the Church, namely : 
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Resolved, That the Bishops are hereby requested to appoint three 
of the members of this Conference to visit, and bear our fraternal 
greetings to, the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, that will meet in the city of Louisville, in 1874. 


LEXINGTON. 


Marshall W. Taylor presented the following resolu- 
tion, which was referred to the Committee on Bound- 
aries, namely: 


Fesolved, That the Committee on Boundaries be requested to in- 
quire into the propriety of placing the colored work in Ohio and 
Indiana in the Lexington Conference. 


LOUISIANA. 


L. C. Matlack presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Episcopacy, 
namely : 


Resolved, That the action of the Louisiana Conference, on the 
subject of the EHpiscopacy, as follows, be referred to the Committee 
on Hpiscopacy : 

“‘ Resolved, That the present system for the election of Bishops, 
without limitation as to time of service, should be retained by the 
Church.”—Journal, p. 1265. 


Also the following, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy, namely: 


Resolved, That the following action of the Louisiana Conference 
on a Special Course of Study be referred to the Committee on the 
Itinerancy : 

“ Fesolved, That, in the judgment of the Louisiana Annual Con- 
ference, it is necessary to the interests of the Southern work that a 
special course of study be prepared for the preachers of the South, 
whose limited opportunities for education make it impossible for 
them to meet the demands of the course of study as now arranged.” 
—Journal, p. 102. 


Also the following, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Book Concern, namely : 


Resolved, That so much of the Journal of the Louisiana Confer- 
ence as refers to a Book Depository in New Orleans, as follows, be 
referred to the Committee on Book Concern: 

“Whereas, The Louisiana Conference is central to a great portion 
of our work in the South, including the great States of Texas, Mis- 
sissippi, Arkansas, Alabama, and a large portion of Tennessee; 
and, 

“Whereas, The city of New Orleans is the great city of the South- 
west, and is the great commercial center to which our people nat- 
urally look for their supply of books and reading matter, and also 
for the current news of the day, and their religious or Church peri- 
odicals; and, 

“Whereas, It is unnatural and unreasonable to expect them to 
look to any other point in all the South as their center for supply- 
ing the reading-matter or Church periodicals; therefore, 
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« Resolved, That, in our judgment, it is the imperative duty of the 
Church, at the ensuing General Conference. to establish a Book 
Depository in the city of New Orleans, for the supply of our own 
and all the surrounding Conferences, who look upon this point as a 
radiating center; and also in connection therewith, at the earliest 
practicable day, to establish a religious paper, to be published un- 
der the auspices and in the interests of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, as the organ of the Louisiana, Texas, Mississippi, Arkan- 
sas, Alabama, and Tennessee Conferences.”—Journul, p. 139. 


SAINT LOUIS. 


A. ©. George presented the following resolution, 
providing for a Judicial Conference, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy, namely : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
quire into the propriety of adding the following section to the Book 
of Discipline: 

THE JUDICIAL CONFERENCE. 


Quest. How are the Judicial Districts arranged? 

Ans. 1. The Boston District shall include the Hast Maine, Maine, 
New Hampshire, Vermont, New England, Providence, India Mis- 
sion, and Liberia Mission Conferences. 

2. The New York District shall include the New York Kast, 
New York, Troy, Black River, Central New York, Hast Genesee, 
and Genesee Conferences. 

3. The Philadelphia District shall include the Newark, New Jer- 
sey, Philadelphia, Wyoming, Central Pennsylvania, Erie, and Pitts- 
burgh Conferences. 

4. The Washington District shall include the Baltimore, Wilming- 
ton, Delaware, Washington, Virginia, West Virginia, North Caro- 
lina, and South Carolina Conferences. 

5. The Cincinnati District shall include the Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Central Ohio, North Ohio, Southern Indiana, Indiana, North Indi- 
ana, Kentucky, and Lexington Conferences. 

6. The Chicago District shall include the Rock River, Central 
Mllinois, Michigan, Detroit, North-west Indiana, Wisconsin, West 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Upper Iowa Conferences. 

7. The Saint Louis District shall include the Illinois, Southern 
Illinois, Iowa, Des Moines, Missouri, Saint Louis, Kansas, Nebraska, 
and Colorado Conferences. 

8. The San Francisco District shall include the California, Oregon, 
and Nevada Conferences. 

9. The New Orleans District shall include the Texas, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, Holston, and Tennessee Conferences. 

16. The German Conference District shall include the East Ger- 
man, Central German, North-west German, South-west German, and 
Germany and Switzerland Mission Conferences. 

Quest. When shall the Judicial Conference meet? 

Ans. On the first Wednesday in of each year, except the 
year in which the General Conference meets. The place of the first 
meeting shall be designated by the Bishop appointed to preside, but 
the Conference shall determine from time to time the place of the 
subsequent sessions. 

Quest. Who shall compose the Judicial Conference? 

Ans. Hach Annual Conference, at the session immediately pre- 
ceding the session of the Judicial Conference, shall choose, by bal- 
lot, as many delegates to the Judicial Conference as such Annual 
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Conference would be entitled to send to the General Conference, 
and having the same qualifications; and two thirds of all such del- 
-égates shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of the business 
of the Judicial Conference. 

Quest. Who shall preside in the Judicial Conference ? 

Ans. One of the Bishops; but, in the absence of a bishop, the 
Conference may choose a president, without debate, from among 
its own members. 

Quest. How shall the records of the Judicial Conference be kept? 

Ans. By a Secretary appointed for that purpose, and the journals 
of such Conference, signed by the president and Secretary, and 
containing charges, decisions, and proceedings of trials, fully en- 
tered, shall be sent to the ensuing General Conference for exam- 
ination. 

Quest. What is the business of a Judicial Conference? 

Ans. 1. To try appeals from any Annual Conference within its 
district; and a reversal of the decision of an Annual Conference 
shall be complete, and shall work the full acquittal and restoration 
of any member of an Annual Conference who has been censured, 
suspended, expelled, or located without his consent; but from an 
affirmation of the judgment and action of an Annual Conference an 
appeal may be taken to the General Conference, provided that no- 
tice of such appeal shall be given at the time. 

In the trial of an appeal in the Judicial Conference, the delegates 
of the Annual Conference from which the appeal comes shall not be 
allowed to vote. ; 

In all cases, an appellant from the decision of an Annual Confer- 
ence may carry his appeal directly to the Judicial or the General 
Conference, as he may elect. 

2. To try a bishop accused of immorality, of improper or unmin- 
isterial conduct, of usurpation in his episcopal office, or of a viola- 
tion of the order and discipline of the Church, and to acquit, suspend, 
or expel him from the Church, as the facts and findings in the case 
may justify; provided, that an accusation against a bishop shall 
not be received, except on complaint, in writing, of at least three 
traveling elders, nor except the accused shall have received a copy 
of the charges and specifications thirty or more days before the 
meeting of the Judicial Conference; and provided also, that an ac- 
cused bishop shall have the right of appeal to the ensuing General 
Conference, which body shall possess both original and appellate 
jurisdiction in the case. But pending such appeal, no accused 
bishop shall exercise any episcopal or ministerial functions 
among us. 

3. To exercise general supervision over the educational and be- 
nevolent interests of the Church within its bounds. 


The Chair announced the following Committee on 
the invitation of the American Bible Society, namely, 
Thomas M. Eddy, Daniel Curry, Luke Hitchcock, 
Richard W. Thompson, and Lewis Miller. 

On motion of Thomas M. Eddy, the following re- 
solution was adopted, namely : 

Resolwed, That the Secretary of this Conference be and he is 
hereby instructed to have the Journal of this General Conference 
printed, substantially bound, and duly certified by him to be cor- 


rect; and that a copy so certified shall be the official Journal of 
this General Conference. 
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May 4. On motion of Reuben Nelson, the following resolu- 
Fourtn Day. ,. 
. tion was adopted, namely: 


Secretary toed- Resolved, That the Secretary of this Conference be and he is here- 
it the Journal. by appointed to edit the General Conference Journal. 


On motion, Conference adjourned. After the dox- 


ology was sung, the benediction was pronounced by 
R. A. Caruthers. 


May 6. MONDAY MORNING, MAY 6. 


Burn Day. 
Conference met this morning, Bishop Ames in the 


chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by Ben- 
jamin Brown, of the Washington Conference. 

The Journal of Saturday’s session was read and 
approved, 

Invitation to the A communication was received from the Trustees 

alReunion, Of the American Congregational Union, through Rev. 
Ray Palmer, Corresponding Secretary, inviting the 
delegates of this General Conference to attend their 
Annual Reunion, on Thursday evening next, at the 
Academy of Music. 

meus ac- On motion, the thanks of this Conference were ten- 
dered to the American Congregational Union, the in- 
vitation was accepted, and the Secretary was appointed 
to receive and distribute the tickets of admission to 
the several delegations. 

On motion, the regular order of business was sus- 
pended. 

ples ct Oster Sg ne Committee on Rules of Order reported that 
careful consideration had been given to the resolution 
of J. 8. M’Calmont relating to motions to reconsider ; 
and that the Committee unanimously recommends the 
amendment of the thirteenth Rule by adding these 
words, namely, “but motions to reconsider non-debat- 
able motions shall be decided without debate.” 

On motion, the Rule was amended according to the 
recommendation of the Committee. 

A motion was made to amend the tenth Rule, by in- 
serting after the words “he shall rise,” the words “in 
his place;” but the amendment, on motion, was laid 
on the table. 


* 
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At the suggestion of the Committee on the Recep- 
tion of Fraternal Delegates, the introduction of Fra- 
ternal Delegates to this body was made the order of 
the day for Wednesday next, at eleven o’elock A. M. 

A. J. Kynett presented the Report of the Board of 
Managers of the Church Extension Society, and, on 
his motion, it was referred to the Committee on Church 
Extension, and ordered to be printed in the “ Daily 
Advocate.” 

The Committee on Freedmen reported its organiza- 
tion, by the election of John M. Walden, Chairman, 
and Dietrich C. Smith, Secretary. 

Cyrus Brooks, Chairman, presented the Quadrennial 
Book Report of the Committee, together with the 
Report of James P. Kilbreth, Referee. [For Reports, 
see Appendia 42, 43.] 

Pending the reading of the report, on motion of 
John Miley, the time of session was extended until the 
reading should be finished. 

The reading of the report having been completed, 


on motion of W. H. Olin, the Conference adjourned. 


After the doxology was sung, the benediction was 
pronounced by 8. A. W. Jewett. 


TUESDAY MORNING, MAY 7, 


Conference met this morning, Bishop Simpson in 
the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by John 
Van Cleve, of the Southern [linois Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday. morning’s session was 
read and approved. 

On motion of William R. Clark, John W. Lindsay had 
leave of absence on account of the death of his mother- 
in-law, the widow of the late Dr. Bond; and William 
Butler, the first reserve delegate from the New En- 
gland Conference, was admitted to a seat in his stead. 

On motion of Henry Slicer, the order of business 
was suspended. A minority report of the Book Com- 
mittee, signed by Henry Slicer, James Pike, and 
George W. Maltby, was then presented and read. [For 
Minority Report, see Appendix 44.] 
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The reading of the Minority Report having been 
concluded, on motion of John Lanahan it was laid on 
the table, and he then presented his report as Assistant 
Agent of the Book Concern in New York, which 
report was read to the Conference. [For Report of 
Assistant Agent, see Appendia 45. | 

Robert Allyn moved that the Report of the Book 
Committee, the Report of the Minority of the Book 
Committee, the Report of John Lanahan, Assistant 
Agent, and allaccompanying documents and papers, be 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 

A. J. Endsley moved, as a substitute, that they be 
referred to a special Committee of two from each Book 
Committee District, to be chosen by the delegations 
of the respective districts. 

J.S. M’Calmont moved to amend the substitute, so 
as to refer the papers to a special Committee of thir- 
teen, to be appointed by the Bishops, with leave to sit 
during the sessions of the Conference. 

On motion of John Williams, the amendment was 
laid on the table. 

J. B. Dobbins moved that the substitute be laid on 
the table. Pending this motion, J. S. M’Calmont 
moved that Conference do now adjourn, but the mo- 
tion did not prevail. 

On motion, the time of the session was extended. 

A call for a vote by ayes and noes, on the motion to 
lay the substitute of A. J. Endsley on the table, was 
made, but the call was not sustained, and the motion 
to lay on the table was carried by a vote of 299 in 
favor of it. This number being a majority of the Con- 
ference, the negative vote was not taken. 

George W. Clarke then moved, as a substitute, that 
the papers before the Conference be referred to a 
special Committee of one from each delegation, to be 
appointed by the delegations respectively. 

William Lawrence moved to so amend the substitute, 


That the delegates from each Conference shall appoint one per- 
son, and report the same to this Conference, and the persons so se- 
lected shall meet and appoint a Committee of fifteen persons to 
whom, as a Committee, all reports and papers relative to alleged 
irregularites and frauds in the Book Concern shall be referred, and 
said Committee shall report what action shall be taken, 
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At this stage of the proceedings, Jacob Klein moved 
the previous question, whereupon James S. Smart 
offered the following resolution : 


fesolved, That the vote be taken by the ministers and laymen 
separately. 


A motion was made that the Conference do now 
adjourn, and the motion prevailed on a count vote of 
201 to 190. 

The doxology having been sung, the benediction 
was pronounced by Moses Hill, of the Erie Conference. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING, MAY 8, 


Conference met this morning, Bishop Ames in the 
chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by W. 
R. Clark of the New England Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read 
and approved. 

Thomas M. Eddy, Chairman of the Committee to 
which was referred the invitation to attend the Anni- 
versary of the American Bible Society, submitted a 
report, which was adopted, as follows, namely : 


The Committee to which was referred the communication of Revs. 
Joseph Holdich and Edward W. Gilman, Corresponding Secretaries 
of the American Bible Society, ‘‘in behalf of the Board of Man- 
agers,” report for your consideration the following answer, and 
respectfully recommend that it be adopted, and am official copy for- 
warded to the Bible House. T. M. Eppy, Ohairman, 


“GENERAL CONFERENCE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 
“ BROOKLYN, Lone IsuAnp, May 7, 1872. 


“Revs. Joseph Holdich, D.D., and Rev. Edward W. Gilman, D.D., 

Corresponding Secretaries, American Bible Society: 

“‘ BRETHREN— Your communication of the 1st inst., containing an 
invitation from the Board of Managers to attend the Anniversary 
of the American Bible Society on the 9th inst, was read before the 
Conference, and we ask you to express to the Managers our respect- 
ful recognition of their thoughtful Cliristian courtesy. 

“We need not give you fresh assurances of the interest of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in the work of your organization, or 
formally renew our expressions of confidence and cordial support. 
for nothing has occurred to weaken the one or lessen the other. 

“Tt would afford the Conference great gratification to attend 
your anniversary in a body, but the pressure of paramount duties 
forbids. We have, however, the pleasure of informing you that we 
have appointed, as a deputation in our behalf, the following distin- 
guished brethren: Hon. R. W. Thompson, of Indiana; Rev. W. G. 
Miller, D.D., of Wisconsin; Rev. W. R. Clark, D.D., of Boston; 
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Hon. George Abernethy, of Oregon; Rey. L. C. Matlack, D.D., of 


Seventa Day. New Orleans; Rev. D. D. Lore, D.D., of Syracuse; and Hon. Ex- 


Bishops’ 
dress, 


Memorial 


Ad- 


Sery- 


ices for de- 


ceased 
ops. 


Bish- 


2000 copies of 
Bishops’ Ad- 
dress to be 


printed. 


Special 
mittees. 


Com- 


Governor Evans, of Colorado. 

‘““We trust the anniversary may be one of unusual interest, and 
that the future of the Society may be even more useful than the 
past. 

“Signed by order of General Conference.” 


K. P. Jervis moved that the Bishops’ Address be 


‘made the order of the day for to-morrow morning at 


ten o’clock. 

Thomas M. Eddy moved as a substitute, that the 
Address be received at this time. 

A motion was made to lay the substitute-on the 
table, but the motion did not prevail, and the substi- 
tute was accepted and adopted. 

The Bishops’ Address was then read by the Secre- 
tary. [For Address, see Appendix 1.] 

On motion of W. M’K. Hester, the following resolu- 
tion was adopted, namely : 


Resolved, That so much of the Bishops’ Address as refers to the con- 
dition of Methodism be referred to Committee on State of the Church; 
on Missionary work, to Committee on Missions; on District Confer- 
ences, to Committee on Itineraney; on Educational Institutions, to 
Committee on Education: on our National Anniversary, to special 
Committee of Nine; on Memoirs, to special Committee of Nine; on 
Episcopacy, to Committee on Episcopacy. 


Pending the consideration of the foregoing resolu- 
tion, G. W. Woodruff moved to amend, by referring 
the matter of the Centenary celebration to the Com- 
mittee on the State of the Church instead of to a spe- 
cial Committee of Nine, but the amendment was laid 
on the table. 

On motion of E. H. Waring, the Committee on 
Episcopacy was instructed to report arrangements for 
Memorial Services relating to the deceased Bishops of 
the Church. 

Cyrus Nutt moved that two thousand copies of the 
Bishops’ Address be printed in pamphlet form for the 
use of the Conference. 

James R. Bryan moved to lay the motion on the 
table, but the motion was lost, and the original motion 
prevailed. 

The Chair announced the following special Com- 
mittees, heretofore ordered, namely : 


1872.] 


TEMPERANCE. 


W. H. Thompson, 
R. Elmore, 
Charles Munger, 
RR. H. Robinson. 


Philip Kuhl, 
William Brush, 
E. G. Wood, 


PASTORAL ADDRESS. 


Joseph H. Wythe, 
Alonzo Webster, 
L. F. Morgan, 
Stephen Allen. 


Reuben Nelson, 
F. 8. Hoyt, 
C. A. Holmes, 


EXPENSES OF DELEGATES. 
Samuel W. Thomas, D. Sherman, 
Hiram Price, J. Nicols, 
Alexander Bradley, J. W. L. Slavens, 
Joseph Leslie. 


BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Cyrus Nutt, W. H. Perrine, 
W. F. Cowles, D. W. C. Huntington, 
C. Beale, Thomas H. Wilson, 
H. 8. Bundy. 
INSURANCE. 
John Owen, L. W. Pond, 
Resin Sapp, David Decker, 


Amos Shinkle, 
Jacob Rothweiler, 
George F. Gavitt, John §. Deale, 
John 8. M’Calmont, L. L. Palmer, 

' C. M. Dinsmore. 


Thomas T. Tasker, 


METROPOLITAN CHURCH. 


Oliver Hoyt, A. D. Wilbor, 

T. M. Eddy, J. F. Marley, 

J. Patton, W. H. H. Beadle, 
D. MW Williams. 
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Eliphalet Remington, 
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SCANDINAVIAN WORK. 


L. Hitchcock, 
J. B. Graw, 
C. A. Loeber, 


W. Thomas, 
N. L. Brakeman, 
B. R. Pierce, 


G. S. Dearborn. 


MONUMENT TO BISHOP KINGSLEY. 


G. W. Woodruff, 
8. H. Nesbit, 


M. Hill, 
J. B. Cornell, 


W.S. Birch. 


FRATERNAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


R. 8. Foster, 
J. T. Crane, 
F. Hodgson, 


E. Wentworth, 
A. Martin, 
A. Brunson, 


B. F. Crary. 


SUPPORT OF THE BISHOPS, ETC. 


A. C. George, 
William Lawrence, 
R. W. Thompson, 
I. C. Pershing, 
W. H. Hunter, 

P. F. Bresee, 

H. 5S. Lane, 

J. F. Chalfant, 

N. G. Taylor, 
James Harlan, 
David Campbell, 
J. B. Wakeley, 


F. H. Root, 

J. 5. Smart, 

T. J. Thompson, 
C. Albright, 

Z. Bennett, 

W. Deering, 

E. Q. Fuller, 
James W. Léwis, 
W. R. Woodward, 
F. G. Hibbard, 
Paul Dillingham, 
Willard Ives, 


J. R. Rountree. 


CENTENNIAL OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE. 


J. M. Walden, 

©. D. Hubbard, 
L. C. Queal, 

M. D’C. Crawford, 


W. WK. Hester, 
Horace Benton, 
L. R. Thayer, 
M. J. Talbot, 


W. I. Maclay. 


The hour of ten o’clock having arrived, the order of 
the day, namely, the reception of Fraternal Delegates, 


was taken up. 
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The Rey. Luke H. Wiseman, A.M., and the Rev. 
W. Morley Punshon, A.M., Delegates from the British 
Wesleyan Conference, were then presented to the pre- 
siding Bishop by Joseph M. Trimble, and the Bishop 
introduced them to the Conference; after which they 
presented their credentials as Delegates and the Ad- 
dress of the British Conference to this General Con- 
ference. The credentials and address having been 
read, the Rev. Luke H. Wiseman, A.M., and the Rev. 
W. Morley Punshon, A.M., severally addressed the 
Conference. [For credentials and addresses, see Ap- 
pendix 2, 3, 4, 5.] é 
' Albert 8. Hunt then presented to the presiding 
Bishop the Rev. Howard Crosby, D.D., Chancellor of 
the University of the City of New York, and Fraternal 
Delegate from the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church, and the Bishop introduced him to the 
Conference. Having presented his credentials as a 
Delegate, he addressed the Conference. Rev. Joseph 
T. Duryea, the Co-Delegate of Dr. Crosby, was not 
present. [For credentials and address, see Appen- 
dix 7, 8.] 

Oliver Hoyt presented the Rev. Joseph W. M’Kay, 
Delegate from the Irish Wesleyan Conference, to the 
presiding Bishop, by whom he was introduced to the 
Conference. He then presented his credentials as a 
Delegate, and also the Address of the Irish Confer- 
ence. After these papers had been read, he addressed 
the Conference. [For credentials and addresses, see 
Appendiz 9, 10, 11.] 

Pending the Address of Mr. M’Kay, on motion of 
Thomas M. Eddy, the time of the session was extended. 

On motion of A. 8. Hunt, the following resolution 
was adopted, namely: 

Resolved, That the Delegates from other religious bodies, who 
have not been introduced, be now introduced to the Conference; 
that they be invited to occupy seats upon the platform whenever 


they desire to do so; and that we listen at some future day to such 
communications as they may please to make to the Conference. 


Whereupon the Rev. George Sanderson, and the 
Rev. Alexander Sutherland were introduced as Dele- 
gates from the Wesleyan Conference of Canada. 
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The Rey. Henry Pope, Jr., President of the Confer- 
ence of Eastern British America, and Delegate from 
that body, was also introduced to the Conference. 

The following persons, delegates from the “ Meth- 
odist Church,” were also introduced to the Conference, 
namely: the Rev. E. A. Wheat, the Rev. C. H. Will- 
iams, and the Rev. J. B. Hamilton. 

The Rey. Dr. Bacon, a Delegate from the American 
Congregational Council, was introduced to the Con- 
ference. 

On motion, the Committee on Correspondence was 
instructed to prepare suitable resolutions in reference 
to the addresses of this morning. 

On motion, Conference adjourned. The doxology 
having been sung, the benediction was pronounced by 
the Rev. Luke H. Wiseman, Delegate from the British 
Conference. 


THURSDAY MORNING, MAY 9. 


Conference met this morning, Bishop Simpson in 
the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by 
William Cooper, of Philadelphia Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read 
and approved. 

At the suggestion of the Chair, Andrew J. Anderson 
was added to the Committee on the Scandinavian 
work, 

The Committee on the Centennial Celebration of 
American Independence was announced by the Chair 
as follows, namely: J. M. Walden, C. D. Hubbard, L. 
C. Queal, M. D’C. Crawford, W. WK. Hester, Horace 
Benton, L. R. Thayer, M. J. Talbot, and W. J. 
Maclay. 

The Chair presented a communication from officers 
of the New Jersey Southern Railroad Company, tend- 
ering to the Conference a free excursion to Long 
Branch at such time as may suit the convenience of 
the Conference. 

On motion of T. M. Eddy the invitation was ac- 
cepted, and all other preliminary matters relating to 
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the excursion were referred to the Committee of Ar- 
rangements with power. 

On motion of B. F. Crary, Matthew Sorin was 
placed on the Committee on the Episcopacy instead 
of the Committee on Itinerancy, and that B. F. Crary 


be changed from the Committee on Episcopacy to that ° 


of Itinerancy. 

The roll of Conferences was then called for the pres- 
entation of petitions, memorials, and appeals, and they 
‘were presented and referred as follows, namely : 


ALABAMA. 


A. §. Lakin presented the memorial of the Alabama 
Conference for permission to organize a Conference of 
colored ministers, and it was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Boundaries. 


BLACK RIVER. 


I. S. Bingham presented the action of the Black 
River Conference on the subject of Boundaries; also 
the memorial of seventy-three Quarterly Conferences 
of the Black River Conference on the same subject, 
signed by eight hundred and fifty-five official mem- 
bers; also a memorial from I. 8. Bingham and 
seventy-one other members of the Black River Con- 
ference, and they were referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. He also presented a paper on the sub- 
ject of Administration, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy. 

L. D. White presented a memorial relating to the 
price of books to preachers and colporteurs, and it 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 


CALIFORNIA. 


J. H. Wythe presented the appeal of Richard May 
from the action of the California Conference, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Appeals. 

He also presented a memorial on direct representa- 
tion of the Pacific Coast in all general Church inter- 
ests, and also a resolution of the California Conference 
in reference to the appointment of Boards of Trustees, 
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and both papers were referred to the Committee on 
Revisals. 

Otis Gibson presented a memorial, signed by him- 
self and six others, in relation to a Book Concern in 
San Francisco, and it was referred to the Committee 
on the Book Concern. 

W. J. Maclay presented extracts from the Journals 
of California Conference in relation to book interests, 
and it was referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern. 

He also presented the action of the California Con- 
ference in reference to a future division of the Con- 
ference, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 


CENTRAL GERMAN. 


William Nast presented a resolution of the Central 
German Conference relating to a German Sunday- 
School Department, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts. 

Rk. A. W. Briehl presented the action of the Lay- 
men’s Convention in reference to the same subject, and 
it was referred to the same Committee. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS. 


A. J. Anderson presented a memorial from the 
preachers and people of the Swedish District, asking 
that the publication of the Swedish paper in Chicago 
be resumed; also a memorial, signed by himself and 
four others, asking for the publication of books in the 
Swedish language; also a petition from 8S. B. New- 
man and four others in reference to a Scandinavian 
school, and they were referred to the Committee on 
the Scandinavian work. 

Henderson Ritchie presented a memorial on Episco- 
pacy, from Monmouth and Macomb Districts, signed 
by A. J. Jones and thirty-two others, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

J.S. Cumming presented a memorial of the Central 
Illinois Conference, asking that unordained pastors be 
allowed to solemnize matrimony, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Reyisals. 


1872.) Journal of ‘the General Conference. 


CENTRAL NEW YORK. 


B. I. Ives presented the action of the Quarterly Con- 
ference of Newfield Charge on Boundaries, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

B. 8S. Wright presented a memorial from J. D. 
Chamberlain on Boundaries, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 

A. J. Phelps presented a transcript of the Conter- 
ence Journal, relating to the Woman’s Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Missions. 


CENTRAL OHIO. 


W. L. Harris presented a memorial from Prof. Will- 
iams, Secretary of the Central Ohio Conference, in ref- 
erence to Minutes of Annual Conferences, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

He also presented memorials on the manner of re- 
porting benevolent contributions, from the several 
Boards of Managers of the Missionary Society, the 
Church Extension Society, the Tract Society, and the 
Sunday-School Union, and they were referred to the 
respective Committees on those subjects. 

William Lawrence presented the petition of W. 
Ramsey and sixty others on the election of Presiding 
Elders, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. 

CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA. 
F, A. Hodgson presented a memorial from Thomp- 


son Mitchell on the subject of Boundaries, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


CINCINNATI. 


John F. Marlay presented the memorial of M. Dus- 
tin and one other on the organization of our Foreign 
Missions into independent Churches, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Missions: 


COLORADO. 


John Evans presented a memorial, asking the estab- 
lishment of a Book Depository and weekly paper in 


111 


May 9. 
Ereuta Day. 
CENTRAL NEw 

York. 


Boundaries. 


Boundaries. 


Woman’s For- 
eign Mission- 
ary Society. 


CrenTRAL OHIO. 


Minutes of An- 
nual Confer- 
ences. 


Manner of Re- 
porting Ben- 
eyolent Col- 
lections. 


Election of Pre- 
siding Elders. 


CENTRAL 
PENNSYL 
VANIA, 


Boundaries. 


CINCINNATI. 


Foreign Mis- 
sions and In- 
dependent 
Churches. 


CoLoBADOo, 


Book Deposi- 
tory. 


112 


May 9. 
Ereurs Day. 


Des MorneEs. 


Support of the 
Bishops. 


Lay Represent- 
ation in An- 
nual Confer- 
ences, 


Drrroir. 


Secret Societies. 


East GENESEE. 


Secret Societies. 


ERE. 


Boundaries. 


Journal of the General Conference. (1872. 


Colorado, and it was referred to the Committee on the 
Book Concern. 
DES MOINES. 


Bennett Mitchell presented the action of the Des 
Moines Conference relating to the Office and Support 
of our Bishops, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Episcopacy. 

He also presented resolutions of the Des Moines 
Conference, asking for Lay Representation in Annual 
Conferences, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Revisals. 


DETROIT. 


L. R. Fisk presented the petition of John Levington 
and seventy-five others in reference to Secret Societies, 
and it was referred to the Committee on the State of 
the Church. He also presented the petition of C. M. 
Philo and eleven others on the same subject, and it 
was referred to the same Committee. 


EAST GENESEE. 


K. P. Jervis presented a memorial from Rev. A, 
Hard on the subject of Secret Societies, and another 
from J. D. Requa on the same subject, and they were 
referred to the Committee on the State of the Church. 


ERIE. 


R. A. Caruthers presented petitions and remon- 
strances on the subject of Boundaries, as follows, 
namely: from P. Burroughs and two others; from W. 
Slavens and forty-eight others; from P. Burroughs 
and twenty-four others; from John Stewart and twen- 
ty-seven others; from the Quarterly Conferences of 
Mayville, Westfield, Ripley, Dunkirk, Cherry Creek 
North Harmony, Sinclairville, Forrestville, Irving, 
Perrysburgh, Ellington, Cortland, Dayton, Hamlet, 
Clymer, and Leon; from Silver Creek Station; from 
the Ministers and Laymen’s Convention of the Fredo- 
nia District; from R. N. Parsons and twenty-four 
others ; and they were referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 


3 


1872] Journal of the General Conference. 


He also presented the petition of C. Miller and ten 
others for a revision of the Discipline, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Joseph Leslie presented protests against dividing 
the Erie Conference, as follows: from M. Martin and 
sixteen others; from A. Burgess and seven others; 
from Samuel Wilcox and seven others; from E. S. In- 
' gersol and seven others ; and they were referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 

R. H. Hurlburt presented the petition of the Quar- 
terly Conferences of New Castle District, signed by 
John Crum and two hundred and seventy others ; also 
the petition of J. Wilson and five hundred and seventy 
others; and they were referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

He also presented a petition from Mount Jackson 
Circuit, asking that unordained preachers in the regu- 
lar work be authorized to solemnize matrimony, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


GENESEE. 


R. L. Waite presented a petition on Boundaries, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


GEORGIA. 


E. Q. Fuller presented an extract from the Journal 
of the Georgia Conference on Boundaries, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

On motion of J. T. Peck, the Chairmen of the sev- 
eral Standing Committees had temporary leave of 
absence from the Conference room. 


GERMANY AND SWITZERLAND. 


L. 8. Jacoby presented a paper from the Mission 
Conference of Germany and Switzerland, requesting 
that it be read. A motion to have it read was lost on 
a count vote of 109 to 159. 

L. 8. Jacoby then presented a memorial in reference 
to Education, and it was referred to the Committee on 


Education. 
8 
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ILLINOIS. 


William Thomas presented the petition of 8. Shinn 
on the subject of the Support of Ministers, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

W.S. Prentice presented the resolution of the Ili- 
nois Conference against any change of Boundaries, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

He also presented the resolution of the Illinois Con- 
ference in favor of a Weekly Sunday-School Paper, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Sunday- 
Schools and Tracts. 

C. P. Baldwin presented the protest of Hillsborough 
Quarterly Conference against any change of the South- 
ern Boundary of the Conference, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries. 


INDIA. 


H. Mansell presented a memorial for the organiza- 
tion of District Conferences, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy. 

He also presented a memorial on the Division of the 
Foreign and Domestic Missions, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Missions; also the Statistics of 
India Conference, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Missions; also a memorial from William Tay- 
lor, of Bombay, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Boundaries. 


IOWA. 


F. W. Evans presented a paper on Boundaries, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

E. H. Waring presented a petition from Henry- 
street Quarterly Conference, of Mount Pleasant, asking 
the organization of Episcopal Districts, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

He also presented the petition of the same Quar- 
terly Conference on the price of Books, and it was 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 

He also presented the appeal of A. J. Kirkpatrick 
from the decision of the Iowa Conference, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Appeals. 
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KANSAS. 


W. K. Marshall presented a petition for the organ- 
ization of Arkansas and the Indian Territory into a 
separate Conference; also a petition for an Enabling 
Act to divide the Conference, and they were referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries. 

He also presented a memorial in relation to the 
Baker University, and it was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Education. 

He also presented a petition for District Confer- 
ences, and it was referred to the Committee on Itin- 
erancy. 

He also presented the appeal of T. B. Taylor, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Appeals. 


LOUISIANA. 


L. C. Matlack presented a memorial of J. C. Hart- 
zell and others against separate Conferences for Col- 
ored People, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

He also presented the memorial of himself in refer- 
ence to the Appendix to the Discipline, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented the memorial of Emperor Will- 
iams and forty others, asking the General Conference 
to elect a Bishop of African descent, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 


MICHIGAN. 


J. M. Reid presented a memorial in reference to the 
Quarterly Conference relations of Professors in Insti- 
tutions of Learning, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisals. 

W. H. Perrine presented a memorial asking en- 
largement of the electoral basis of present Plan, so 
that all the membership outside of the Quarterly Con- 
ference may be represented in the body; also a me- 
morial relating to the present Plan of General Confer- 
ence Organization, and they were both referred to the 
Committee on Revisals. 
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MINNESOTA. 


David Brooks presented a memorial of J. Brooks 
and two others on Episcopacy, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Episcopacy ; also the action of the 
Minnesota Conference on Boundaries, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


MISSISSIPPI. 


A. C. M’Donald presented a petition against sep- 
arate Conferences for Colored People, signed by Will- 
iam Tunstall and one hundred and eleven others, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


MISSOURI. 


Nathan Shumate presented a memorial from Linneus 
Sunday-school, signed by C. Raymond and one hun- 
dred and thirty others, asking that the Sunday-School 
Advocate be published weekly, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts. 

He also presented the appeal of W. G. Fowler, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Appeals. 


NEW ENGLAND. 


W. F. Warren presented a memorial from the New 
England Education Society in relation to the organi- 
zation of the Board of Education’ of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, signed by E. Otheman, Secretary, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Education. 

David Sherman presented a memorial from H. Gay- 
lord and thirty-six others on Masonry, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the State of the Church, 


NEW YORK EAST. 


George W. Woodruff presented the action of the 
Conference on the separate organization of the Foreign 
and Domestic Missionary Societies, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Missions; also a resolution of the 
New York East Conference concerning a vacation for 
Bishops, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Episcopacy ; also resolutions of the New York East 
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Conference in relation to our Publishing Interests, and 
they were referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern. 

Oliver Hoyt presented a memorial of a convention 
of ministers and laymen, praying that the dividing line 
which now divides the city of New York may be ob- 
literated, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

James M. Buckley presented a memorial in relation 
to the method of receiving members into full con- 
nection, signed by M. L. Scudder and seventy-two 
others, and it was referred to the Committee on Re- 
visals; also a memorial concerning Dancing, etc., 
signed by C. L. Kelsey and thirteen others, and it 
was referred to the Committee on the State of the 
Church. 

EK. G. Andrews presented a memorial in favor of 
establishing a Missionary magazine, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Missions; also a memorial 
for the revision of the law in respect to the neglect 
of the means of grace, signed by N. 8. Bane and 
three hundred and five others, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Revisals. 


4 


NORTH INDIANA. 


O. V. Lemon presented a resolution of the North 
Indiana Conference concerning boundaries, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries; also a 
memorial from Mary F. Thomas and five others in 
reference to the ordination of women who are licensed 
to preach, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Episcopacy ; also the resolutions of the North Indiana 
Conference on the support of Bishops, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

W. S. Birch presented the memorial of J. V. R. 
Miller in reference to a loss of salary occasioned by a 
change of boundaries, and it was referred to the 
Committee on the Book Concern. 

N. H. Phillips presented resolutions of the Confer- 
ence on Temperance, and they were referred to the 
Committee on Temperance. 
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NORTH-WEST GERMAN. 


C. A. Loeber presented 2 memorial on the subject 
of a German Sunday-School Department, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Sunday-Schools and 
Tracts ; also from the North-west: German Conference 
concerning the subject of a division of the Confer- 
ence, and it was referred to the Committee on Bound- 
aries; also the action of the Conference on the elec- 
tion of Bishops, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Episcopacy. 


NORTH-WEST INDIANA. 


J. C. Reed presented the appeal of Harvey 8. Shaw 
from the action of the North-west Indiana Conference, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Appeals; 
also the petition of the Quarterly Conference of Michi- 
gan-street, South Bend, on boundaries; also an extract 
from the Journal of the Conference on boundaries, 
and they were referred to the Committee on Bound- 
aries. 


OREGON. 


George Abernethy presented a resolution of the’ 


. Conference requesting the appointment of a member of 


the Mission Committee on the Pacific Coast, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Missions. 

C. C. Stratton presented resolutions of the Confer- 
ence on the subject of a division of the Conference, 
and they were referred to the Committee on Bounda- 
ries; also a resolution of the Conference asking that 
the Discipline be so changed as to prohibit the recep- 
tion on trial of any preacher who is in the habit of 
smoking or chewing tobacco; and it was referred to 
the Committee on Revisals. 

John F. Devore presented a memorial relating to 
the Pacific Christian Advocate and a Book Depos- 
itory, and purchase of ground for a Depository ; also 
an extract from the Journal of the Conference on the 
subject of a Book Depository at Portland, Oregon, 
and they were referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern. 
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PHILADELPHIA. 


S. W. Thomas presented a memorial from Millers- 
burgh Station against a change of boundary ; also a 
remonstrance from Millersburgh Station against a 
change of boundary; also a remonstrance against a 
change of boundary from Shenandoah Station, signed 
by J. R. Bayle and thirty-four others, and they were 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


PITTSBURGH. 


S. H. Nesbit presented resolutions of the Conference 
on the subject of Episcopacy, and they were referred 
to the Committee on the Episcopacy. 


PROVIDENCE. 


M. J. Talbot presented the action of the Confer- 
ence on boundaries; also a resolution of Providence 
Preachers’ Meeting on boundaries; also the petition 
of Thomas Hilliard and two hundred and eighty 
others favoring a change of boundaries; also the pe- 
tition of Ephraim Cook and twenty-six others in favor 
of a change of boundaries, and they were referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 


ROCK RIVER. 


Luke Hitchcock presented the memorial of I. W. 
Wiley and seven others, asking for official recognition 
by the General Conference of the Freedmen’s Aid 
Society, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Freedmen; also the memorial of L. H. Bugbee and 
others on Educational Union, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Education. 


SAINT LOUIS. 


A. C. George presented so much of the Journal of 
the Conference as relates to a resident Agent at St. 
Louis, and it was referred to the Committee on the 
Book Concern. 

W. H. Gillam presented a preamble and resolutions 
of the Conference in relation to forming an Arkan- 
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sas Conference, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Boundaries. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Alonzo Webster presented a petition against mak- 
ing invidious distinctions on account of race or color 
in elections to official positions, signed by W. M’In- 
tosh and one hundred and sixty-nine others; also a 
memorial on the same subject, signed by P. Smith and 
one hundred and forty-eight others, and they were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Episcopacy ; also a petition, 
signed by E. M. Pinckney and one hundred and nine- 
teen others, asking that no invidious distinctions on 
account of color be made by separate Conferences, or 
sittings, or elections to official positions; also a peti- 
tion on the same subject, signed by S. Arthur and 
one hundred and seven others ; and they were referred 
to the Committee on the State of the Church. 


SOUTH-EASTERN INDIANA. 


S. Tincher presented a memorial from Belleview 
Circuit, signed by forty persons, relating to bounda- 
ries, and it was referred to the Committee on Bound- 
aries. 


SOUTHERN ILLINOIS. 


Robert Allyn presented the appeal of J. S. Moore 
from the action of the Southern Llinois Conference, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Appeals ; also 
a resolution of the Conference on publishing a Sunday- 
School Tune and Song Book, and it was referred to 
the Committee on the Book Concern. 

E. Callahan presented a petition of himself and 
others, to so change sec. 6, Part V, of the Discipline, 
as to make laymen eligible to positions as Editors, 
Book Agents, and members of the Book Committee, 
and it was referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern. 

George W. Hughey presented the petition of J. B. 
Logan and thirty-five others; also one from J. M. Live- 
sey and eighteen others; also of Joseph Barber and five 
others, all on the subject of Secret Societies, and they 
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were referred to the Committee on the State of the 
Church. 

John Van Cleve presented a resolution of the Min- 
isterial Convention of Olney District on the subject 
of District Conferences, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy. 


SOUTH-WEST GERMAN. 


Philip Kuhl presented the petition of the preachers 
of St. Joseph’s District against a division of the Con- 
ference, signed by H. Fiegenbaum and ten others ; 
also the preachers of Burlington District, in favor of 
a division of Conference, signed by F. Stoffregen and 
eighteen others, and they were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries; also the petition of the preach- 
ers of Quincy, St. Joseph, St. Louis, Burlington, and 
Belleville Districts, asking for larger missionary appro- 
priations, so that more missions may be taken up in 
the Far West, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Missions. 

William Koeneke presented resolutions of the Con- 
ference in reference to the Episcopacy, and they were 
referred to the Committee on Episcopacy; also the 
resolution of the Conference on the relation of our 
work in Foreign Lands, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy ; also action of the Conference in 
relation to an Editor of General Sunday-School Litera- 
ture, and it was referred to the Committee on Sunday- 
Schools and Tracts. 


TENNESSEE. 


John Braden presented a memorial from the Trus- 
tees of the Central Tennessee College concerning the 
Freedmen’s Aid Society, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Freedmen. 


TROY. 


Homer Eaton presented so much of the Journal of 
the Conference as relates to the Presiding Eldership, 
and it was referred.to the Committee on Itinerancy ; 
also an extract from the Journal on the subject of 
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Insurance, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Insurance. 

E. Wentworth presented resolutions of the Confer- 
ence on the subject of a division of the Missionary 
Society into Foreign and Domestic, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Missions. 


UPPER IOWA. 


Hiram Price presented sundry memorials on bound- 
aries, as follows, namely : of W. G. Power and one hun- 
dred and seventy-eight others; of Emory Miller and 
the Preachers’ Meeting of Davenport; of W. F. King 
and sixty others, of Mount Vernon; of Thomas Cole 
and eight others, of Colesburgh; of C. H. Hull and 
nine others, of Anamosa; of 8. J. Kerr and five others, — 
of Clarence; of A.J. Morehead and one other, of Solon 


’ Circuit ; of T. C, Golden and sixteen others, of Mount 


Boundaries. 


Boundaries. 


Boundaries. 


Vernon; of the Quarterly Conference of Iowa City 
Circuit ; of Jowa District Conference; of A. B. Ken- 
dig and fourteen others, of Cedar Rapids; of M. A. 
Goodell and nine others, of Walnut Fork; of A. J. 
Wakefield and five others, of Lincoln Charge; of the 
Quarterly Conference of Iowa Falls; of J. W. Brown 
and twelve others, all against any change of boundary, 
and they were referred to the Committee on Bound- 
aries, 

Elias Skinner presented a memorial from Anamosa 
District Convention, from Maquoketa Circuit, from 
Maquoketa Quarterly Conference, and from La Motte 
Quarterly Conference, on the subject of boundaries, and 
they were referred to the Committee on Boundaries, 

A. J. Kynett presented remonstrances against a 
change of boundaries, signed by L. Hartsough and 
fourteen others; also of Iowa Sunday-School Conven- 
tion against any change of boundaries. 

R. W. Keeler presented so much of the Journals of 
Conference as relates to Boundaries; also resolutions 
on the same subject from Fairfax, Farley, Clinton, 
West Union, Buckingham, Cresco, State Center, Ap- 
plington, Shellsburgh, Hardin, Brandon, Union Bridge, 
Tama City, Tipton, Fayette, West Irving, Burr Oak, 
Jowa Falls, Lowden and Wheatland, Davenport, John- 
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son, Grundy Center, Iowa City, and Camanche, and 
they were all referred to the Committee on Beundaries. 

D. N. Cooley presented remonstrances against a 
change of boundary from the Quarterly Conference 
of Main-street, Dubuque, and also trom Dubuque Cir- 
cuit, and they were referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

He also presented a petition from John Bowman 
and two others on election of Presiding Elders, and 
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as relates to the General Superintendency, and it was .« 


referred to the Committee on Episcopacy ; also, so much 
of the Journal as relates to the Presiding Elder ques- 
tion, and it was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

A. Brunson presented extracts from the Journal of 
Conference on the subject of boundaries, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


WYOMING. 


Reuben Nelson presented a memorial from the Wy- 
oming Conference on changing the Discipline in re- 
gard to six months’ probation in order to membership, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

The roll of Conferences was then called for the pres- 

entation of Resolutions and Miscellaneous Business, 
and they were presented and referred as follows: 


CALIFORNIA. 


W. J. Maclay presented the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be and hereby are in- 
structed to report on the propriety of omitting from the Discipline 
the chapter on Slavery. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS. 


F. M. Chaffee offered the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of so changing the ratio of representation in the 
General Conference that the ratio of Jfnistertal representation shall 
be one for every forty-five members of the Annual Conference, and 
the ratio of Lay representation shall be one for every ten thousand 
members of the Church in full connection, yet so as that no Annual 
Conference shall be without one Ministerial and one Lay delegate in 
the General Conference. 


Also the following, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Book Concern: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be instructed 


to inquire into the expediency of publishing the ‘ Sunday-School 
Advocate” weekly, and at the lowest possible price. 


CENTRAL OHIO. 


W.L. Harris presented the report of the Commis- 
sion appointed by the last General Conference to pur- 
chase or erect suitable buildings for the Book Concern, 
Missionary Society, and other Connectional Institu- 
tions of the Church in the city of New York, and so 
much of the report as relates to the Book Concern was 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern, and 
so much as relates to the Missionary Society was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Missions. [For Report, 
see Appendia 60. | 

He also presented the report of the Committee ap- 
pointed by the last General Conference to procure 
from the Legislature of the State of New York cer- 
tain amendments to the Charter of the Missionary 
Society, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Missions. 

William Lawrence presented the following resolu- 
tion, which was referred to the Committee on Church 
Extension: 


Resolved, That the Bishops present at this Conference shall be 
and are required to appoint in each State and Territory of the 
United States and in the District of Columbia one person learned 
in the law, whose duty it shall be to furnish gratuitously to some 
Bishop a form of deed of conveyance for Church lots, parsonages, 
cemeteries, and other property, and forms of mortgages and bequests, 
with such written suggestions in relation thereto as may be deemed 
advisable; and the Bishop to whom such forms and suggestions 
may be furnished shall, if he approve, publish the same in such 
mode as he may deem advisable; and for the purpose of securing 
such advice as may be necessary in relation to the tenure of Church 
property, the senior Bishop shall from time to time fill any vacancy 
which may occur in any State, Territory, or in the District of 
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Columbia, in the legal advisers so appointed, and it shall be the May 9. 
duty of such legal advisers to report to some Bishop from time to EreuTa Day. 
time any changes made necessary by changes of laws in relation to 

the tenure of Church property. 


He also submitted the following, which was referred a ee 
. ° ode 0 - 
to the Committee on Itinerancy :. clesiastical * 
Jurispru- 
Resolved, That the Bishops present at this Conference be and are oes ae 
. a é 3 rocedure, 
required to appoint a committee of three persons learned in the 
law, whose duty it shall be to prepare gratuitously a succinct code 
of Keclesiastical Jurisprudence and Procedure, embracing the legal - 
principles applicable to Church trials, and which, when approved 
by a majority of the Bishops, shall be deemed authoritative, and 
shall be published as said Bishops may direct. 


Alexander Harmount presented the following reso- Harmount on 

: : ; : the Dutie 
lution, and it was referred to the Committee on Itin- {Bishop ” 
erancy : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to take 
into consideration the propriety of changing the Discipline on page 
90, chap. ii, sec. 13, quest. 3, ‘‘ What are the duties of a Bishop?” 
to read: 

Ans. 1. To preside in our Conferences. 

Ans. 2. To form districts, with the consent and advice of the 
Presiding Elders, who, with the Bishop, shall constitute a cabinet, 
and the Presiding Elder shall be co-ordinate with the Bishop in 
fixing the appointments of the preachers, which appointments shall 
be fixed in the cabinet by vote; but in case of a tie the Bishop shall 
have the casting vote; provided, they shall not allow any preacher 
to remain in the same station or circuit more than three years 
successively. 


He also offered the following resolution, which was Harmount on 
remanding 


referred to the Committee on Episcopacy : Superannu- 
ated Bishops 
ResoWwed, That the Committee on Episcopacy be instructed to take ae el 
into consideration the propriety of changing the Discipline on page and for Ordi- 
92, Part Il, chap. ii, sec. 13, quest. 4, so as to read: nations in 
Whenever a Bishop shall be superannuated by the General Con- er tin cases. 
ference, or shall cease to travel with the consent of the Couference, 
or resign his office as Bishop, he shall be a member of the Annual 
Conference to which he belonged at the time of his election to the 
office of Bishop; and when any Bishop shall die leaving a wife, or 
wife and children, such widow and children shall be claimants on 
the funds of the ‘Annual Conference of which the Bishop had been 
a member before being elected to the office of Bishop. And if he 
cease from traveling without the consent of the General Conference, 
he shall not thereafter exercise the office of General Superintendent 
in our Church. 
Quest. ‘6. What shall be done when there is no Bishop to travel 
at large? to read: 
What shall be done when there is no General Superintendent to 
travel at large? 
‘Ans. In ease there be no General Superintendent to travel 
through the districts and exercise a general supervision, on account 
of death or otherwise, the districts shall be regulated in every 
respect by the Annual ‘Conferences and the Presiding Elderg in the 
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interval of General Conference, and the Annual Conferences shall 
have authority to appoint three Elders to perform the ordination of 
Deacons and Elders. 


8. L. Roberts submitted the following resolutions, 
which were referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to rec- 
ommend that the Discipline, Part II, sec. 17, page 100, be amended 
by striking out all in regard to Leaders and Stewards’ Meetings, and 
substituting therefor Official Meetings of the Society and of the 


. Charge, of which the preacher in charge shall be chairman, (and in 


his absence the junior preacher,) to be held as often as may be 
necessary. 

The Official Meeting of the Society shall be composed of all mem- 
bers of the Quarterly Conference in the Society, and pursue the 
order of business for Leaders and Stewards’ meetings, ans. 8, page 
100 of the Discipline, abating the seventh item in said order. 

The Official Meeting of the charge shall be COS of all mem- 
bers of the Quarterly “Conte rence. 

1. To accept the report of the “ Estimating Committee” on Pas- 
tors’ salary, and apportion the same to the different Societies, sub- 
ject to the action of the Quarterly Conference. 

2. To recommend suitable persons for license to exhort and 
preach. 

3. To attend to miscellaneous business. 

Resolved, 1. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to rec- 
ommend that there be inserted in the Discipline a preliminary course 
of study for applicants for license to preach and candidates for 
recommendation to the Annual Conference for admission into the 
traveling connection and for ordination, including: 1. English Gram- 
mar; 2. Discipline of the Methodist Hpiscopal Church; 3. Bible Doc- 
trines; 4. Bible Sacraments: their nature, design, and obligation. 

Resolved, 2. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to 
recommend that the fourth Quarterly Meeting Conference of each 
pastoral charge shall elect two laymen, who, with the preacher in 
charge as chairman, shall constitute a Committee, whose duty it 
shall be to examine all applicants on the course of study and report 
to the Quarterly Conference. 

Resolved, 3. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to 
recommend that the Discipline on pages 57 and 58, Part II, sec. 3, 
and on pages 110 and 111, Part II, sec. 19, be changed so as to 
read, “Nor shall any one be licensed to preach, or recommended 
to the Annual Conference to travel or for ordination, without first 
being examined by the Committee on the course of study, and in 
tbe Quarterly Conference by the Presiding Elder on a divine call to 
the ministry. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to rec- 
ommend that the Discipline be amended, Part IJ, sec. iii, answer 
to quest. 1, on page 56, so as to constitute Trustees of Parson- 
ages members of Quarterly Conference on the same conditions as 
Trustees of Churches. 


CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA. 
J. 8. M’Murray presented the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itineraney be and are hereby 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of adopting a resolution, 
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to be inserted in the Appendix to the Discipline, providing that 
whenever a conflict arises on a question of boundary between two 
or more pastoral charges, which cannot be settled by the parties 
themselves, in any such case the Quarterly Conference of each 
charge shall appoint a Committee of not more than three, and these, 


with the pastors of said charges and the Presiding Elder of the Dis- . 


trict, shall have authority to adjust and determine the question at 
issue. 


He also submitted the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals inquire into the expe- 
diency of striking out of the Appendix to the Discipline resolution 
“46”? page 337, headed ‘‘ Withdrawals,” for the reason that it is 
self-contradictory, and, in so far asit can have any legal effect, in vio- 
lation of the Fifth Restrictive Rule, which gives to all our mem- 
bers the rights of trial and appeal. 


Samuel Barnes offered the following resolutions, and 
they were referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of so amending the Discipline, Part I, 
chap. iii, sec. 2, ans. 4, page 45, that it shall read as follows: 

Ans. 4. Should it be desired, let the Quarterly Conference 
appoint annually a Committee, in each congregation, of three or 
more, (of which the preacher in charge shall be a member and 
chairman,) who shall regulate all matters pertaining to this part of 
Divine worship, whether such matters relate either to singing or 
the use of musical instruments. Said Committee shall be respon- 
sible to the Quarterly Conference, which shall have original and 
final jurisdiction. 

Resolwed, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of so amending the language of the 
Discipline in the formula for baptizing children, Part IV, chap. 
i, lime 3, page 139, that instead of the Scripture quotation now 
there, to wit: ‘‘ Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit,” 
it shall read, ‘‘ xcept a man be born again.” Said first quotation, 
as it now stands, carrying the idea to many minds that for chil- 
dren unbaptized with water there is no salvation.- 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of so amending the Discipline in regard 
to Trustees, Part VI, chap. iii, sec. ii, ans. 2, page 281, that the 
first three lines of answer 4, same page, shall be appended to an- 
swer 2, so that answer 2 shall then read as follows: 

Ans. 2. ‘In all cases where the law of the State or Territory 
requires a specified mode of election, that. mode shall be observed ; 
and where an option is given between two or more specified 
modes, either of such modes may be observed.” 

Also, so that the fourth answer, same page, shall read as follows: 

Ans. 4, “ All the foregoing provisions shall apply,” ete, (the 
remaining part of answer as now.) 

Also, after the word “ Board,” first lme, answer 6, same chapter, 
insert the words, ‘‘ or Boards,” so that it shall read, ‘‘The Board or 
Boards of Trustees,” ete. 

Also, insert in said chapter, as answer 6, (the present answer 
6 becoming answer 7 in that case,) the following : 

Ans. 6. When any Society shall esteem it expedient to obtain 
a charter for their Church property, said charter shall be so 
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framed, as to the manner of electing and keeping up the succession 
in the Board of Trustees, as to be conformable to the provisions of 
this chapter. 


CINCINNATI. 


John W. Weakley presented the following resolu- 
tion, which was referred to the Committee on Epis- 
copacy : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be requested to in- 
quire into the expediency of superannuating and retiring our Bishops, 
when they become disqualified for the discharge of their episcopal 
duties, to the Conference of which they were members when 
elected. 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals -be instructed to report 
such change in the Discipline as shall provide for the election of 
Assistant Hditors by the General Conference. 


DELAWARE. 


Nathan Young offered the following preamble and 
resolution, which were referred to the Committee on 
Episcopacy : 


Whereas, We, the members of the Delaware Conference, having 
been pleased to continue in the Methodist Episcopal Church for 
many years amid trials and persecutions, believing that the good 
Lord was on our side, and that our white Bishops and white breth- 
ren would do what they could in our elevation; and, 

Whereas, They have taken great interest in making arrange- 
ment for our education since the Emancipation; therefore, 

Resolved, This General Conference now in session in Brooklyn, 
N. Y., in electing Bishops will please elect one or more of color, as 
we feel sure that it will redound greatly to the interests of our peo- 
ple, both spiritually and temporally. The preachers and all the 
congregations of the Conference desire it. 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Whereas, We, the members of the Delaware Annual Conference, 
having been organized nearly eight years, finding our present sys- 
tem to work well; therefore, 

Resolved, We desire no change in the Itinerancy. 


He also submitted the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, We, the members of the Delaware Conference, being 
admitted in the General Conference without distinction of. color: 
therefore, 


Resolved, In the revisal of the Discipline the word “ colored” be 
omitted. 
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DES MOINES. 


Bennett Mitchell offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Fresolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the propriety of striking out the word ‘“‘men” in the 
first answer, Part II, chap. iii, page 115, of the Discipline, and in- 
serting the word “persons ;” also of striking out the word “male” 
in first answer, Part II, chap. ii, sec. 3, page 56, of the Discipline. 


DETROIT. 


L. R. Fisk offered the following resolutions, which 
were referred to the Committee on Education : 


Resolved, That the first part of sec. 1, Part V, of the Book of Dis- 
cipline, up to and including line five of page 237—said section relat- 
ing to education—be amended so as to read as follows: 

Quest. How shall the Church provide for the higher education 
of her youth? 

Ans. 1. It is recommended that, wherever occasion exist, Con- 
ference academies or seminaries be established, but in no case to 


exceed one for each Conference, and that such institutions confine 


themselves to their legitimate sphere of duties. 

Ans. 2. It is also recommended that, as a general thing, not 
less than sé Conferences unite in the support of a college or uni- 
versity, and the Conferences are earnestly advised not to multiply 
schools, especially this higher grade, beyond the wants of the 
people or their ability to sustain them. 

Ans. 3. All these schools are, to a certain extent, beneficiary 
institutions. The academy and college must be furnished not only 
with buildings and apparatus, libraries, and ether material for in- 
struction, by the benevolence of the Church, but, in addition to 
these, such endowments as shall yield a regular income sufficient to 
meet their current expenses. 

Resolved, 1. That the Committee on Education be requested to 
consider the subject of devising a plan to secure a uniform grade 
of scholarship in the several colleges under the supervision of our 
Church. : 

Resolved, 2. That they be requested to present, if practicable, 
some plan to prevent the merease beyond the wants of the Church 
and the means of endowment of the number of institutions of 
learning under our care, and also to prevent their being crowded 
together to such an extent as to interfere with their success. 

Resolwed, 3. That they be requested to present their views on the 
propriety, in the future, of confining the right to confer theological 
degrees—such as the degree of Doctor of Divinity—to Theological 
Seminaries, and these only to be granted on satisfactory examination. 


ERIE. 


John Graham offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to take 


into consideration the propriety of making our Sunday-School Su- 
perintendents elective by the Quarterly Conferences. 
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R. A. Caruthers submitted the following resolutions, 
which were referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, The Lay Delegates in the General Conference are chosen 
by a college of Laymen appointed by the Quarterly Conference; and, 

Whereas, the Quarterly Conference itself is made up largely by 
the patronage of the preacher in charge, and on that account just 
so far failing to be a bona fide Lay Representation; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the propriety of striking out from the Discipline, Part I, 
chap. ii, sec. 3, page 56, the following answer to quest. 1. 

“Of all the Traveling and Local Preachers, Exhorters, Stew- 
ards, Class-leaders, and Trustees of the Churches in the Circuit or 
Station, and the first male Superintendent of our Sunday-schools, 
said Trustees and Superintendents being members of our Church, 
and approved by the Quarterly Conference,” and inserting in its 
stead the following words in answer to the question— 

“Of whom shall the Quarterly Conference be composed?” To wit: 

Ans. Of all the Traveling Preachers and of all the members of 
the Church in the Cireuit or Station over twenty-one years of age, 
or, when the membership may be deemed too large, such a number 
of them as may be agreed upon: Provided, that ail the several 
appointments on the Circuit shall have an equal pro rata represent- 
ation, and in no case shall the members of the Quarterly Conference 
be less than one fourth of the entire membership of the Cir- 
cuit or Station: Provided, also, that the members present at the 
time and place appointed for holding, the Quarterly Conference shall 
constitute a quorum. 

Quest. How shall the members of a representative Quarterly Con- 
ference be chosen? 

Ans. They shall be chosen at the fourth Quarterly Conference of 
each year by the whole number of the Society over twenty-one 
years of age who may be present and vote; such voting may be 
done in whatever manner each several society may direct. 

fesolwed, That the Committee on Revisals be directed to inquire 
into the propriety of inserting in the Discipline, Part II, chap. ii, 
sec. 13, page 93, the following question and answer: 

Quest. What shall be done when a Bishop, by reason of age or in- 
firmity, is no longer able to perform the duties of his office ? 

Ans. Let the General Conference, upon the recommerdation of 
the Committee on Episcopacy, who shall have inquired into the 
case, grant him a superannuated relation, and the committee whose 
duty it is to estimate the claims of the effective Bishops shall pro- 
vide for his support. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be directed to consider 
the propriety of inserting in the Discipline, Part II, chap. ii, sec. 13, 
page 93, the following question and answer, to follow quest. 4. 

Quest. 5. What shall be done when a Bishop is accused of being 
so unacceptable, inefficient, or secular as to be no longer useful in 
his work ? 

Ans. The General Conference shall investigate the case, and if it 
appear that the complaint is well founded, and the accused will not 
voluntarily retire, the Conference may discontinue him without his 
consent. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the propriety of striking out from the Discipline, Part III, 
sec. 3, page 124, the following words: 

‘‘ A Preacher on trial who may be accused of crime shall be ac- 
countable to the Quarterly Conference of the circuit on which he 
travels. The Presiding Elder shall call a committee of three Local 
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Preachers, who may suspend him; and the Quarterly Conference May 9. 
may expel him: nevertheless, he shall have a right to an appeal to Erxenrn Day. 
the next Annual Conference ”— 
And inserting in their stead the following words: 
When a Preacher on trial is accused of crime, the Presiding 
Elder shall call a committee of not less than five Local Preachers 
from his own, or, in case of necessity, adjoining districts, who shall 
try the case, the accused having the right to challenge for cause, 
with power to acquit, suspend, or expel the person so tried; never- 
theless, the accused shall have a right to an appeal to the next 
Annual Conference. 


R. H. Hurlburt offered the following resolution, R. 4. Hunburt 


a 4 = on Solemni- 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: zation of Mate 


rimony. 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to con- 
sider the propriety of so changing the Discipline as to authorize all 
traveling preachers to solemnize matrimony, without regard to 
ordination. 


GERMANY AND SWITZERLAND. GERMANY AND 
SWITZERLAND. 

L. 8. Jacoby presented the following address from Address from 
the Confer- 


the Conference, which was read and referred to the _ ence. 
Committee on Episcopacy: 


To the Bishops and Members of the General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Session in Brooklyn, New York, May, 1872: 


DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: As we have heard through vari- 
ous journals of our Church that there are those desirous of giving 
the Foreign Missions a position independent of the General Confer- 
ence, and that they have exposed this view especially of our Mis- 
sion in Germany and Switzerland, that such a relation is necessary 
for its future prosperity; and as we are, further, convinced that 
our necessities and the condition of our people and country are such 
as to render the most intimate connection with the Mother Church, 
as well because of the general moral influence as of the financial 
aid, a vital question with us, we, the Annual Mission Conference 
of Germany and Switzerland of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
adopt the following resolutions: 

1. That this plan can only result from a very defective acquaint- 
ance with our work, and that we as a Conference have no sym- 
pathy with it. 

2. That we earnestly request the General Conference, 

(1.) To refrain from any measure by which the bond between us 
and the Mother Church can be weakened. 

(2.) To provide that one of the Bishops reside a longer or shorter 
time in Europe in order that he, and through him the Mother 
Church, become satisfactorily acquainted with the necessities and 
condition of the European work in all its branches, by personal 
observation. 

In the name of the Annual Mission Conference of Germany and 
Switzerland of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

L. 8. Jacosy, President. 

R. GEBHARDT, Secretary. 
FRANKFORT-ON-THE-MAIN, 
GERMANY, June, 1871. J 
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ILLINOIS, 


W.S. Prentice submitted the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to con- 
sider and report upon the propriety of fixing the ratio for Ministerial 
Representation to the next General Conference at one representa- 
tive to every forty-five members of the Annual Conferences. 


INDIANA. 


John J. Hight offered the following resolutions, 
which were referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of amending the Discipline, Part IJ, chap. ii, 
sec. 12, ans. 1, on page 87, by striking out the words: ‘‘ According 
to such credentials, by giving satisfaction to an Annual or Quarterly 
Conference of their literary qualifications, and of their willingness 
to conform to our Church government and usages,” and inserting 
“ According to their credentials, if unordained by a Quarterly Con- 
ference as local preachers, and if ordained by an Annual Conference 
either as local or itinerant, by giving satisfaction to the Conference 
of their literary qualifications, and their willingness to conform to 
our Church government and usages; but in the interim of the An- 
nual Conference a Presiding Elder may receive the papers of an 
ordained minister, who will be considered in the watch-care of our 
Church until the Annual Conference shall decide upon his case ;” 
and in answer 2 on the same page by inserting in line four of 
the answer the word ‘‘licentiates” after the word “‘as;” and in the 
game section, on page 88, by inserting in line six of the certificate, 
after the word ‘“‘ Elder,” the words “or licensed preacher.” 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the expediency of amending the Discipline, Part I, chap. iii, by 
adding 


“SECTION IV. 


“ Systematic Beneficence. 


“ Quest. Are there any general directions to be given in reference 
to the duty of giving for benevolent purposes? 

“ Ans. 1, Let all our ministers preach at least once a year on 
systematic beneficence, and let great diligence be used to circulate 
our excellent publications on this subject; and we urge our people 
every-where to consider prayerfully what should be the measure 
and method of their giving. 

“ Ans. 2. While the amount to be given must in each case be 
finally determined by the judgment of the individual, and all con- 
tributions should be free-will offerings, we would urge all our min- 
isters and people to adopt, each for himself, some plan of systematic 
beneficence, by which he shall give to God at least one tenth of his 
income.” 


IOW A. 


J. T. Simmons offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Missions: 
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_ Fesolved, That the Committee on Missions be requested to inquire 
into the propriety of discontinuing the publication of the Mission- 
ary Advocate. 


E. H. Waring submitted the following resolutions, 
which were referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, 1. That the Committee on Revisals be and they are 
hereby instructed to inquire into the expediency of amending the 
Discipline, Part III, chap. i, sec. 2, ans. 1 to quest. 1, page 120, by 
inserting after the word “determined,” the words “and if, in the 
judgment of the Conference, the accused be guilty, he shall be ex- 
pelled;” so that it shall read thus: “If the person be clearly con- 
victed, he shall be suspended from all ministerial services and 
Church privileges until the ensuing Annual Conference, at which 
his case shall be fully cousidered and determined; and if, in the 
judgment of the Conference, the accused be guilty, he shall be 
expelled.” 

Resolved, 2. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of so altering the Discipline, Part IT, chap. i, 
sec. 3, page 56, answer to quest. 3, as that it shall read as follows: 

Quest. 3. How shall the Minutes of the Quarterly Conference be 
kept? 

_ Ans. By the Recording Steward, and in his absence by a Secre- 
tary to be appointed by the Quarterly Conference. 


W. F. Cowles submitted the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be requested to in- 
guire into the expediency of authorizing the Annual Conferences to 
elect their Presiding Elders by ballot without debate. 


He also submitted the following resolutions, which 
were referred to the Committee on Episcopacy ; 


Resolved, 1. That the Committee on Episcopacy be requested to 
consider the propriety of dividing the Church into not less than 
nine, nor more than fifteen, Episcopal Districts. 

Resolved, 2. That a Bishop, or Superintendent, be elected for 
each district, who shall reside within the bounds of the same, and 
have the oversight thereof, until the next General Conference, with 
the privilege of interchanging in the holding of Conferences, or, in 
cases of special administration, where the interests of the Church 
might seem to require it, 

Resolved, 3. That a reserve Bishop, or Superintendent, for each 
district be elected to take charge of the work in case of removal, 
sickness, or other disability on the part of the Bishop. 

Resolved, 4. That the Bishops receive their support from the 
contributions of the Church in their respective districts. 
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inquire into the expediency of so amending the Discipline as to au- 
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KENTUCKY. 


H. D. Rice offered the following resolutions, and they 
were referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 
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Resolved, 1. That the Committee on Itinerancy are hereby re- 
quested to consider the expediency of requiring Presiding Hlders 
to hold semi-annual meetings instead of quarterly meetings ; and if 
this change be not expedient, to consider whether any, and if any, 
what changes are required in the relations of the Presiding Elder- 
ship to the general interests of the Itinerancy. 

Resolved, 2. That the Committee on Itinerancy be and are hereby 
requested to inquire into the propriety of substituting forty-five for 
thirty as the basis of representation in the General Conference. 


Daniel Stevenson presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to exam- 
ine the ‘“ Form for Receiving Persons into the Church after Proba- 
tion,” and see whether, in all its questions and answers, it har- 
monizes with the ideas and spirit of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and if it does not, to make it do so. 


LEXINGTON. 


Willis Muir offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Education: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Education shall inquire into the 
expediency and propriety of establishing a school within the bounds 
of the Lexington Conference for the benefit of such young men as 
wish to enter the ministry, or so arrange the boundary line as to 


situate Central Tennessee College at Nashville within said Con- 
ference. 


N. W. Taylor offered the following preamble and 


resolutions, and they were referred to the Committee 
on Freedmen : 


Whereas, The Freedmen's Aid Society of the Methodist Episco- 


pal Church is the only present means of educating the colored peo- 
ple South; and, 


Whereas, The interest of the Church requires the permanent es- 
tablishment of a General Educational Society as soon as practica- 
ble; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That we are thankful for and sensible of the assist- 
ance rendered us by the Society, and earnestly request its continu- 
ance for the ensuing quadrennium. 

Fresolved, 2. That all property bought hereafter by said Society 


shall be deeded to the Satoh ELe Society of the Methodist Ipis- 
copal Church. 


MICHIGAN. 


R. Sapp presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to 
inquire into the propriety of providing for a Board of Retirement in 
connection with each Annual Conference, to which shall be referred 
for examination and action all cases of persons desiring the super- 
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annuate or supernumerary relations, and of all such other cases as May 9. 
Ae Bishops may desire to refer, and to define the power of said Eterm Day. 
oards, 


He also offered the following, which was referred to Sapp oa saber 
annuated re- 


the Committee on Revisals : lation. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be directed to inquire 
into the propriety of such a revision of the rules regulating the 
superannuate relation as to embrace the following elements: 
1. That a given number of years—between seven and fourteen—of 
actual service in the ministry be required before the reiation can 
be assigned to the applicant; and, 2. That the dividends be made 
on the basis of the number of years of service rendered. 


He also offered the following, which was referred to Sappon Church 
. ournalism, 
the Committee on the Book Concern: : 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be directed 
to inquire into the practicability of such a consolidation of the 
journals of the Church as to have but one printing-house for the 
Kast, and one for the West, excepting Oregon and California, and 
such offices of distribution as may be necessary to facilitate the 
business of subscription and circulation. 


He also offered the following, which was referred to Sapp on Church 
ae Extension 


the Committee on Church Extension: Society. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Church Extension be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of providing for the organization of 
City Chureh Extension Societies, of which the Presiding Elder of 
the district shall be chairman, and to consist of one member from 
each Quarterly Conference in his district. 


Israel Coggshall offered the following resolutions, Coggeshall — on 


which were referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: pupa 


Resolved, 1. That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- Dare 


quire whether any Annual Conferences have located members of 
their bodies respectively without the consent of such members, and 
without form of trial for inefficiency. 

Resolved, 2. That the same Committee report to this Conference 
whether, in their judgment, such action is proper as the law on that 
subject now stands. 


MINNESOTA. MINNESOTA. 


J. O. Rich offered the following resolution, which Rich on receiv. 
5 c ing members. 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolwed, That in the answer to the fourth question of chap. ii, - 
Part IV, page 156, ‘‘said”’ be substituted for ‘ the Methodist Hpis- 
copal,” so as to read, ‘‘ Will you be governed by the rules of said 


Church ?” 
NEW JERSEY. New JEnsry. 


Isaiah D. King offered the following resolution, Ee iene 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to 
inquire into the propriety of striking out the words “it is 
only,’’ Part IV, chap. ii, page 153, last line, and page 154, first 
line, and also the word ‘‘that,”’ Part IV, chap. ii, page 154, second 
line, so as to read, ‘For those that be planted in the house of the 
Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God.” 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on Episcopacy : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be instructed to in- 
quire if, in certificates of ordination given by the Bishops to Local 
Deacons, they are declared to be authorized to solemnize matrimony, 
and if so, by what authority of Discipline such power is conferred. 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on the State of the Church: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church be in- 
structed to take into consideration the subject of classes and class- 
meeting in our Church, and report what measures, if any, are prac- 
ticable to render them more generally successful. 


NORTH INDIANA. 


William H. Goode offered the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the constitutionality and the expediency of the resolu- 
tion adopted by the General Conference of 1868, and found on page 
357 of the Journal, authorizing the Quarterly Conference in certain 
cases to declare a member withdrawn, and to report as to the pro- 
priety of rescinding said resolution. 


NORTH OHIO. 


Lorenzo Warner offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Episcopacy : 


Resolved, 1. That the Committee on the Episcopacy be respect- 
fully requested to inquire into the expediency of dividing the 
Bishops who may be elected into three classes, as nearly equal as 
possible, one class to serve four years, one class eight years, and 
one class twelve years: Provided always, that when a Bishop 
becomes unable to perform the duties of the office he shall be su- 
perannuated. 

Resolved, 2. That the Committee be also requested to inquire into 
the expediency of providing for the payment of the salaries of the 
Bishops by the members of the Church. 


OHIO. 


L. J. Critchfield offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on the State of 
the Church : 
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Fesolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church be and 
they are hereby instructed to consider and report on the expediency 
of appointing a Commission. which, with a like Commission that 
may he appointed by the next ensuing General Conference of the 
Methodist Hpiscopal Church, South, shall have power to settle 
questions arising between the two Churches pertaining to owner- 
ship of Church property; also to consider and report on the expe- 
diency of appointing a fraternal delegate to the next ensuing Gen- 
eral Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 


OREGON. 


John F. Devore offered the following resolutions, 
which were referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, 1. That the office of Presiding Elder be made elective, 
and time extended to six years. 

Resolved, 2. That we enlarge the districts where practical. 

Resolved, 3. That the Presiding Elder hold two Conferences on 
each charge annually, instead of four. 


He also presented the following, relating to District 
Conferences, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy : 


fresolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be requested to con- 
sider the following for District Conferences: 

1. They shall be composed of Traveling and Local Preachers, and 
from one to three laymen from each charge. 

2. There shall be two sessions annually in each District. 

3. Each Conference shall fix the place of holding its sessions. 

4. The Presiding Elder shall fix the time of holding these sessions. 
Business of District Conferences :— 

1. Fix the salary of the Presiding Elder. 

2. License Local Preachers. 

3. Appoint Local Preachers to special Local Preachers’ circuits. 

4, Try appeals of Local Preachers. 

5. Report statistics and collections, which shall be carried up to 
our Annual Conferences. 

6. Hlect from two to four Lay Delegates to the Annual Con- 
ferences. 

7. Attend to the arranging of the work on the district, and look 
after the interests of education as far as possible. 


He also offered the following resolution, which was 


referred to the Committee on Episcopacy : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be requested to con- 
sider the propriety of recommending the election of eight Bishops, 
to be stationed as to residences as follows, in the order of their 
election: The first on the list to reside in Boston; second, in Cin- 
cinnati; third, in Chicago; fourth, in St. Louis; fifth, in New Or- 
leans; sixth, in San Francisco; seventh, in St. Paul; eighth, in 
Atlanta, State of Georgia. 


PROVIDENCE. 


M. J. Talbot offered the following resolutions, which 
were referred to the Committee on Revisals; 
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Resolved, 1. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of amending the Discipline as follows: 

Part III, chap. ili, sec. 2, page 137, line two, after the word *“ ex- 
pelled,’’ insert the words, ‘or otherwise deprived of his ministerial 
office.” 

Also, page 138, fourth line from the top of the page, strike out 
the word ‘‘expulsion,” and insert the words “ deprivation of office.” 

The sentence will then read: “When a Local Elder or Deacon 
shall be expelled, or otherwise deprived of his ministerial oftice, the 
Presiding Elder shall require of him the credentials of his ordina- 
tion, to be filed with the papers of the Annual Conference within 
the limits of which the deprivation of office has taken place.” 

fesolved, 2. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of amending the Discipline as follows, 
relative to Trustees’ Reports: 

Part VI, chap. iii, see. 2, page 283, at the end of ans. 6, add, 
“Also stating the following items: Number of churches within the 
charge; their estimated value; number of parsonages within the 
charge; their estimated value; title by which the property is held; 
amount of insurance; amount of income from the property; how 
produced; how expended; amount of debts; for what contracted; 
methods proposed for liquidation; funds on hand, and whence 
derived.” 


W. T. Harlow offered the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Sresolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the expediency of changing the name of the New England 
Conference to that of Boston Conference. 


He also submitted the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itineraney be requested to in- 
quire into the expediency of changing the Discipline in’ chap. ii, 
sec. 14, pages 93, 94, so as to make it read as follows: 

Quest. 1. By whom shall the Presiding Elders be chosen? 

Ans. When any Annual Conference shall decide, by a vote of two 
thirds of all the members present and voting, to choose the Presid- 
ing Elder, such Conference shall, on the second day of its session, 
elect to their several districts, by ballot and without debate, the 
Presiding Elders, whose terms of service shall continue years. 
But if the Conference do not thus decide, the Presiding Elders shall 
be chosen by the presiding Bishop. . 

Quest. 2. How shall the number and the boundaries of the sev- 
eral districts be determined ? 

Ans. Each Annual Conference shall determine the number and 
fix the boundaries of its several districts whenever it shall decide 
to do so by a vote of two thirds of all the members present and 
voting. But if the Annual Conference do not thus decide, the num- 
ber of districts and their respective boundaries shall be determined 
by the presiding Bishop. 

Quest. 3. Should a vacancy in the office of a Presiding Elder oc- 
cur during the Conference year, how shall such vacancy be filled? 

Ans. It shall be the duty of the preacher whose name stands first 
on the list of appointments in the district to issue a call for a meet- 
ing of the Conference preachers stationed within said district at a 
suitable time and place; and the preachers thus assembled shall 
elect one of their number to fill the vacancy until the ensuing ses- 
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sion of the Annual Conference, when the vacancy shall be filled as 
provided for in this section. But in those Conferences where the 
office is not made elective, the duty of filling the vacancy shall de- 
volve upon the Bishop. 


D. A. Whedon offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


_ Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to take 
into consideration the propriety of more specifically defining the 
number that shall constitute a quorum of the Committee for the 
trial of a member of an Annual Conference, as provided in the Dis- 
cipline, page 123, Part III, chap. i, sec. 2, answer to quest. 5. 


ROCK RIVER. 


8. A. W. Jewett offered the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the Vommittee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
quire into the propriety of so changing the Discipline as to author- 
ize the Annual Conferences to nominate Presiding Elders and 
determine the number of districts in each Conference. 


Luke Hitchcock presented the Quadrennial Report 
of the Agents of the Western Methodist Book Concern, 
and it was referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern. [For Report, see Appendix 41.] 


SAINT LOUIS. 


B. R. Bonner offered the following resolutions, and 
they were referred to the Committee on Episcopacy : 


Resolved, 1. That this General Conference will elect seven 


Bishops. 

Resolved, 2. That a Bishop shall reside in or contignous to each 
of the following cities, namely:’ Boston, New York, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, St. Louis, Chicago, San Fran- 
cisco, New Orleans, and Atlanta; and the order of their residence 
in said cities shall be determined by the Board of Bishops at its 
first annual meeting after the adjournment of the General Con- 
ference. ; 

Resolved, 3. That the salaries and expenses of the Bishops shall 
be paid out of collections taken in the Churches for that purpose. 


B. F. Crary offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 
Resolved, That the plan for District Conferences submitted to the 


last General Conference by the Committee on Revisals be referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts : 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts be 
requested to consider the expediency of publishing the Sunday- 
School Advocate weekly, and also of publishing in each number the 
Sunday-school lesson for the week. 


He also offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern : 


Resolwed, That the Committee on the Book Concern be requested 
to consider the propriety of leaving off the words ‘ Ladies’ Repos- 
itory”” from the title of the “ Ladies’ Repository and Home Maga- 
zine,” aud calling it simply “The Home Magazine ;” and also the 
expediency of making it a first-class literary monthly suitable for 
both sexes and all classes. 


A. C. George submitted the following resolutions, 
and they were referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved. 1. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to 
consider the propriety of amending the Discipline on page ue 
quest. 1, ans. 1, by inserting after. the word “men” the words ‘o 
women,” so that the whole paragraph touching the quanGenriouel 
place and duties of stewards shall read, “ Let them be men 
or women of solid piety, who both know and love the Methodist 
doctrine and discipline, and of good natural and acquired abilities 
to transact the temporal business.” 

Resolved, 2. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire whether ‘‘the buying, selling, or using intoxicating liquors as 
a beverage” be not improperly classified under the head of “Im- 
prudent Conduct,” and whether the same ought not to be reckoned 
an immorality, and dealt with accordingly. See Discipline, Part 
III, chap. i, sec. 5, pages 85, 86. 


W. H. Gillam offered the following preamble and 
resolutions, which were referred to the Committee on 
Revisals : 


Whereas, It is believed that the interests of the whole Church 
could be better subserved, and much inconvenience avoided, by a 
change in the time now prescribed’ for the meeting of the General 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That the Bishops be and they are hereby instructed 
to submit a proposition, in accordance with the sense of this body, 
to all the Annual Conferences, to change the time of said meeting 
from May 1 to the first day of November. 

Resolved, 2. That the Bishops, at their annual meoting in A. D. 
1874, shall decide and announce the result of said vote by the va- 
rious. Annual Conferences, and if it is found that a majority of three 
fourths of all the members of the several Annual Conferences pres- 
ent and voting thereon have voted in the affirmative, the Bishops 
shall give notice that the next General Conference will meet on the 
first day of November, 1876. 

Resolved, 3. That the General Conference thus assembled shall, on 
the second day of its session, proceed to vote on the amendment 
herein provided for, and if the same shall be concurred in by a vote 
of two thirds of all the members present and voting thereon, then 
the time of meeting shall be thereafter on the first day of Novem- 
ber instead ‘of the first day of May in each year appointed for the 
meeting of the General Conference. 


ae 
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SOUTH CAROLINA. 


J. B. Middleton offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Fraternal 
Correspondence : 


Resolved, That two members of this Conference, or other persons, 
be appointed to visit and bear our fraternal greetings to the Gen- 
eral Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Church now in 
session at Nashville, Tenn. 


SOUTH-EASTERN INDIANA. 


F. A. Hester offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Whereas, The laws of some of the States permit divorce for 
many causes, and authorize the divorced parties to remarry; and, 

Whereas, Many persons, and among them sometimes members 
of our own Church, become united in marriage to parties divorced 
contrary to Christ’s law; and, ‘ 

Whereas, Some ministers have yielded to solicitations to solem- 
nize such marriages, and thereby religion has been scandalized and 
a great evil encouraged ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the propriety of introducing into our Book of Discipline specific 
enactments prohibiting this offense against the law of Christ among 
our ministry and laity. 


Sampson Tincher submitted the following, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to consider 
the expediency of changing the answer to quest. 1, chap. ii, sec. 1, 
page 38, by striking out all between the word “person” in line 
two and the word ‘‘and”’ in line four, so that it shall read: 

“Let no one be received into the Church until such person has 
been recommended by the Leaders and Stewards’ Meeting, or, where 
no-such meeting is held, by the Leader, and has been baptized, and 
shall, on examination by the minister in charge before the Church, 
give satisfactory assurances both of the correctness of his faith 
and his willingness to observe and keep the rules of the Church.” 


SOUTHERN ILLINOIS. 


G. W. Hughey submitted the following resolutions, 
and they were referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, 1. That we most respectfully request the Committee on 
Revisals to recommend the following change in the law relating to 
the trial of Book Agents and Editors, namely: Take out all of par- 
agraph seven, Part V, sec. 6, page 258, after the word ‘‘ which,” 
at the beginning of line fifteen from top, and which reads as fol- 
lows, namely: 

“Two or more of the Bishops shall be requested to attend; and 
by the concurrence of the Bishops present, and of a majority of the 
Committee, he may be removed from office in the interval of the 
General Conference. And in case a vacancy occurs in any of the 
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agencies or editorial departments authorized by the General Con- 
ference, it shall be the duty of the Book Committee, and two or 
more of the General Superintendents, as soon as practicable, to pro- 
vide for such vacancy until the next General Conference;’’ and 
substitute the following in iis stead, namely: ‘One of the Bishops 
shall preside; and if in the judgment of a majority of the Com- 


_mittee, after a due and proper investigation, it is necessary for 


the interests of the Church and of the Concern, they may remove 
him from office in the interval of the General Conference. And in 
case a vacancy occurs in any of the agencies or editorial depart- 
ments authorized by the General Conference, it shall be the duty 
of the Book Committee, one of the Bishops presiding, as soon as 
practicable to provide for such vacancy until the next General 
Conference. 

Resolved, 2. That we respectfully request the Committee on Re- 
visals to inquire into the expediency of so changing the Discipline, 
Part II, chap. ii, sec. 2, answer to quest. 4, page 52, by adding the 
words, ‘ Who shall perform all the duties of a Bishop, including the 
ordination of the Deacons and Elders elect, according to the form 
of Discipline.” The answer thus amended will read: 

“Ans. The Bishop. In case no Bishop be present, a member of 
the Conference, appointed by the Bishop, shall preside. But if no 
appointment be made, or the person appointed do not attend, the 
Conference shall elect a president by ballot from among the Elders 
without debate, who shall perform all the duties of a Bishop, in- 
cluding the ordination of the Deacons and Elders elect, according 
to the form of Discipline.” 


B. R. Pierce offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals: 

Resolved, That we respectfully request the Committee on Revisals 
to inquire into the expediency of so changing chapter ii, sec. 14, 
answer to quest. 3, pages 93 and 94, which reads, ‘‘For any term 
not exceeding four years,” so as to read, ‘‘ For any term not exceed- 
ing six years.” 

W. Stoker offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be requested to take 
into consideration the changivg of the time of holding the General 
Conference, and fixing the time for the meeting thereof for the 15th 
of November, or the first Monday thereafter. 


TENNESSEE. 


John Braden offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Episcopacy : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy are hereby requested 
to inquire into the expediency of reporting to this Conference some 


general rules in reference to the exercise of the power of transfer 
on the part of our General Superintendents. 


Thomas Coldwell offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on the State of 
the Church: 


——— 
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Resolved, That six fraternal visitors, one of whom shall be a 
Bishop, be appointed by this General Conference to the General 
Conference of the Methodist Npiscopal Church, South, to meet in 
Louisville, Kentucky, in May, 1874, to bear the fraternal greetings 
of this body to the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 


UPPER IOWA. 


Alpha J. Kynett offered the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Church Extension: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Church Extension be instructed 
to inquire what changes should be made in the organization and 


plans of work of the Church Extension Society, and report for the 
action of this Conference. 


Elias Skinner submitted the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals : 

Resolved, That where the civil law grants the right to unordained 
pastors of solemnizing matrimony, we do® also recognize their 
right so to do. 

Hiram Price offered the following resolution, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the word “catholic” be stricken from the Disct- 
pline, and the word “universal ” inserted instead. 


WASHINGTON. 


On motion, Benjamin Brown was transferred from 
the Committee on Episcopacy to the Committee on the 
Book Concern; and James A. Harris was transferred 
from the Committee on the Book Concern to the Com- 
mittee on Episcopacy. 


m WEST WISCONSIN. 


Alfred Brunson presented the following paper, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


I respectfully submit to the consideration of the General Con- 
ference an article in the April number of the ‘‘ Methodist Quar- 
terly,” pages 229-245, embracing some new articles of religion, and 
ask that it be printed in pamphlet form, at least one copy for each 
member of the Conference. The article is too long for the “ Daily,” 
and as the plates are in the Book Room, the only expense will be 
the paper and press-work, which will be less than the composition, 
ete, in the “Daily,” and will be more convenient for examination. 


He also submitted the following resolution, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of changing the time for the meeting of 
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the General Conference, from May to November, quadrennially, and 
to report thereon. 


WILMINGTON. 


D. M. Bates offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Reyisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire and report whether it is expedient to provide by the Disci- 
pline that the trial of traveling ministers or preachers. on appeals 
to the General Conference shall be by ministerial members of that 
body; and if the Committee shall consider such a provision expe- 
dient, it is further instructed to report an amendment to that effect 
of the chapter on ‘ Trial of Appeals.” 


Wesley Kenney presented the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be and they hereby are 
instructed to consider and report upon such alterations of the Dis- 
cipline as may be necessary to provide for reducing the number of 
ministerial delegates to the General Conference, so as thereby to 
more nearly equalize clerical and lay representation in that body. 


WISCONSIN. 


H. A. Jones offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of so changing the Discipline, chap. ii, 
sec. 14, page 93, quest. 3, first line from the bottom of the page, as 
to strike out the word “four” and insert the word “six,” so that 
it shall read, “any term not exceeding six years.” 


C. D. Pillsbury offered the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Itin- 
erancy : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of so changing Part II of the Book of 
Discipline as to insert the following section, and of so arranging 
all other parts of the Discipline as to correspond with the same: 


THE DISTRICT CONFERENCE. 


Quest. 1. Of whom shall the District Conference be composed ? 

Ans. Of all traveling and local elders, deacons, and preachers 
in the Presiding Elder’s District, andone layman in addition from 
each circuit and station; said lay-members to be not less than 
twenty-one years of age, and having been members of the Church 
in full connection not less than one year next preceding the time 
of their election, and said laymen to be chosen by ballot by the 
second and fourth Quarterly Conferences in each year. 

Quest. 2. Who shall preside in the District Conference ? 
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Ans. The Presiding Elder of the District. But in his absence 
the Conference shall elect a president by ballot from among the 
traveling elders. 

: wee 3. How shall the records of the District Conference be 
‘kept? 

Ans. The District Conference shall appoint a secretary, who shall 
take correct minutes of all the proceedings thereof, and faithfully 
record the same in a substantial and permanent book of records 
adapted to that purpose. 

Quest. 4. What shall be the regular business of the District Con- 
ference ? 

Ans. 1. To hear complaints and to receive and try appeals. 


2. To license proper persons to preach, and to renew their. 


licenses annually, when in the judgment of said Conference their 
gifts, grace, and usefulness will justify such renewal; to recom- 
mend to the Annual Conference local ministers who are suitable 
candidates for Deacon’s or Elder’s orders, and for admission on 
trial in the traveling connection; to try, suspend, deprive of minis- 
terial office and credentials, expel or acquit any local preacher, 
deacon, or elder in the district against whom charges are preferred: 
Provided, that no person shall be licensed, nor shall his license be 
renewed, without a recommendation from the Quarterly Conference 
of the circuit or station of which he is a member; nor shall any one 
be licensed to preach, or be recommended to the Annual Confer- 
ence for ordination or admission on trial, without first being exam- 
ined in the District Conference upon the subjects of doctrines and 
discipline. 

3. It shall also be the duty of the District Conference to as- 
sign to each local preacher, deacon, or elder in the district such 
labor as may be judged proper, and he may be considered able to 
perform, such appointment receiving the approval of the president 
of the Conference, and such preachers, deacons, and elders shall 
be held responsible to the Conference for the faithful discharge of 
the duties assigned to them. 

4. It shall also be the duty of the laymen of the Conference, in 
consultation with the president and the president presiding, at its 
first session in the Annual Conference year, to estimate the salary 
of the Presiding Hlder, and to apportion the same to the several 
circuits and stations in the district, according to their several ability. 

Quest. 5. How often shall District Conferences be held? 

Ans. Semi-annually, near the close of the first and third quarters 
in the Annual Conference year, each Conference fixing upon the 
place, and the Presiding Elder upon the day of holding the next 
semi-annual session. 


WYOMING. 


W. G. Queal offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be directed to inquire 
into the propriety of changing Part I, chap. ii, sec. 17, quest. 1, 
twenty-sixth line from top of page, which reads, ‘* What are the 
duties of the Elder, Deacon, or Preacher who has the special charge 
of a circuit?” so that it will read, ‘What are the duties of the 
Elder, Deacon, or Preacher who has the charge of a circuit or 
station?” , ‘ cde ¥ 

Also, to inquire into the propriety of inserting in answer 5 of 
same section, page 100, eleventh line from top of page, these words: 
“To solemnize matrimony ;” so that it will read in answer 5 to the 
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question above recited, “To solemnize matrimony, to hold watch- 
nights and love-feasts.” 

Also, to inquire into the propriety of inserting in Part V, sec. 2, 
ans. 2, page 239, seventh line from top of page, these words: “T9 
appoint the Superintendents thereof;” so that part of the answer 
will read, ‘‘To form Sunday-schools in all our congregations where 
ten children can be collected for that purpose, which schools shall 
be auxiliary to the Sunday-School Union of the Methodist Hpisco- 
pal Church, to appoint the Superintendents thereof, to engage the 
co-operation of as many of our-members as they can, and to visit 
the schools as often as practicable.’ 


Bishop Simpson presented a communication from 
the Bishops of the Colored Methodist Episcopal 
Church in America, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the State of the Church. 

Thomas Carlton, Agent of the Book Concern at 
New York, presented the Report of the Agents for 
the last quadrennium. John Lanahan, Assistant 
Agent, rose to a question of privilege, and denied 
ever having authorized or signed said report; where- 
upon J. S. M’Calmont moved that the question of the 
authority and authorship of that Report be referred to 
a special Committee of three. 

On motion of G. W. Clarke, the motion of J. 8. 
M’Calmont was laid on the table. 

On motion, the time of the session was extended. 

William J. Groo moved that the Assistant Agent 
have leave to withdraw his name from the paper, and 
that it be read as the report of the Agent; and the 
motion prevailed. 

Pending the reading, on motion of A, C. George, 
the further reading was dispensed with. [For Report, 
see Appendix 40. | 

A programme for the meetings of the Standing 
Committees, as agreed upon in a joint meeting of the 
several Chairmen, was read. 

On motion, Conference adjourned. After the dox- 
ology was sung, the benediction was pronounced by 
E. P. Phelps, of the Virginia Conference, 
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FRIDAY MORNING, MAY 10. 


Conference met this morning, Bishop Simpson in 
the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by Will- 
iam H. Goode, of the North Indiana Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read 
and approved. 

On motion of J. S. M’Murray, leave of absence was 
granted to Charles W. Ashcom for four days. 

R. Allyn asked and obtained leave of absence for 
Ethelbert Callahan, of the Southern Illinois delegation. 
William Stoker was placed on the Committee on the 
Book Concern in his stead, and John Van Cleve on 
the Committee on Freedmen in his stead. 

John M. Reid, of the Michigan delegation, stated 
that Charles R. Brown, a lay delegate from the Mich- 
igan Conference, was detained at home by severe sick- 
ness in his family, and, on motion, John W. Stone, a 
reserve from that Conference, was admitted a member 
of this body, and assigned to the several Committees 
in his stead. 

A. 8, Hunt, Chairman of the Committee on the Re- 
ception of Fraternal Delegates, moved that the hour 
of ten o’clock to-morrow morning be designated as the 
time when the Conference will be pleased to receive 
and hear the fraternal delegates who have not yet ad- 
dressed the Conference, and the motion prevailed. 

On motion of A. M. Osbon the order of business 
was suspended, and matters relating to the Book Con- 
cern were taken from the table. 

When the Conference adjourned on Tuesday last a 
call for the previous question was pending ; and, in rela- 
tion to the vote on this call, James 8. Smart had moved 
the adoption of the following resolution, namely : 


Resolved, That the vote be taken by the ministers and laymen 
separately. 


A question of order having been raised concerning 
the call for a separate vote, Bishop Simpson decided 
that the separate vote of the ministry could be called 
for only by a minister, and the separate vote of the 
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laity only by a layman, and that if on such a call one- 
third of either order made such a demand, the separate 
vote must be taken. 

From this decision the mover of the resolution ap- 
pealed, but the ruling of the Bishop was sustained by 
the Conference. 

James 8. Smart then withdrew the call for a sepa- 
rate vote of the ministry and laity. 

The motion was then put on the call for the pre- 
vious question, and the previous question was ordered 


by a vote of 300 to 28. 


The vote was then taken on the amendment offered 
by William Lawrence, but the amendment did not 
prevail. 

The vote being taken on the substitute offered by 
G. W. Clarke, it was accepted, and adopted by a vote 
of 204 to 166; so that the Conference ordered a special 
Committee on the affairs of the Book Concern, to be 
composed of one member from each delegation, to be 
appointed by the delegations respectively. 

Henry Slicer moved that this special Committee 
shall consist exclusively of laymen, but the motion was 
laid on the table. 

Luke Hitchcock moved that the roll of Conferences 
be now called, that the respective delegations may 
nominate members of this Committee. 

C. A. Holmes moved, as a substitute, that Confer- 
ence take a recess of ten minutes, to alow an oppor- 
tunity for conference among the delegates before mak- 
ing nominations for this Committee. 

A motion to lay the substitute on the table having 
failed, it was adopted by a vote of 175 to 141, and Con- 
ference took a recess accordingly. 

The Conference was called to order, and, on motion 
of F. S. Hoyt, the roll of Conferences was called, and 
the Special Committee on the Book Concern was con- 
stituted as follows: 


SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE BOOK CONCERN. 
A.S. Lakin, Alabama. 


W. R. Woodward, Baltimore. 
L. D. White, Black River. 
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Edward Moore, 
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J. 5. M’Calmont, 
A. D. Wilbor, 
W. Prettyman, 
L. 8. Jacoby, 

N. E. Cobleigh, 
H. Buck, 

H. Mansell, 

W. C. De Pauw, 
F. W. Evans, 
W. Fairchild, 
A. Shinkle, 

M. W. Taylor, 
Chas, A. Pitman, 
Pierre Landry, 
Wn. Deering, 
J. W. Stone, 

A. Lewis, 

A. C. M’Donald, 
Samuel Huffman, 
C. H. Rogers, 
Thos. M’Grath, 
David Campbell, 
L. R. Thayer, 

C. M. Dinsmore, 
A. E. Ballard, 

S. D. Brown, 

T. G. Osborn, 
W. G. Matton, 
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Gilbert Haven moved that in case any member of 
the Special Committee be absent his delegation shall — 
have power to fill his place in the Committee. A mo- 
tion to lay this motion on the table was lost, and the 
original motion prevailed. 

On motion of W. L. Harris, all reports and papers 
relative to alleged irregularities and frauds in the 
Book Concern were referred to the Special Committee 
on the Book Concern; and all other papers pertaining 
to the publishing interests of the Church were referred 
to the Standing Committee on the Book Concern. 

The New England delegation announced that John 
W. Lindsay had resumed his seat as a member of this 
body. 


1872.] Journal of the General Conference. 


I. 8. Bingham moved that the Report of the Agent 
of the Book Concern be also referred to this Special 
Committee. 

John Miley moved to lay this motion on the table, 
but the motion was lost. 

F. A. Hester moved to amend by adding these 
words, namely, “and that the Special Committee be 
also authorized to send for persons and papers, so far 
as they may judge necessary to a proper understanding 
of the case which has been referred to them.” 

On motion of R. S. Foster, the vote on the main 
question was ordered by a vote of more than two 
thirds. The amendment was accepted, and’ the motion 
as amended prevailed. 

On motion, so much of the Report of the Book Com- 
mittee as relates to the Bishops was referred to the 
Committee on Episcopacy. 

On motion of R. 8. Foster, the Rev. Dr. Durbin, and 
all returned foreign missionaries, were invited to occu- 
py seats on the platform at their pleasure. 

J. S. M’Murray asked and obtained leave of absence 
for several days for John Patton, of the Central Penn- 
sylvania delegation. 

William H. Goode offered the following resolution, 
namely : 


Resolved, That no substitution of one member for another upon 
this Committee shall be made after the investigation shall have been 
commenced. ‘ 


Gilbert Haven moved as a substitute, that no man 
shall go on the Special Committee on the Book Con- 
cern, save by approval of the General Conference. 

On motion, the substitute was laid on the table, and 
the original resolution was adopted. 

J. M. Reid moved that B. R. Bonner be authorized 
to call the first meeting of the Special Committee on 
the Book Concern for organization. 

Solomon Hubbard, of East Genesee, moved that 
John Lanahan, and the Chairman of the Book Com- 
mittee, have the right to peremptorily challenge mem- 
bers of the Special Committee on the Book Concern, 
to the number of ten each, but the motion was laid on 
the table. 
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At the request of the several delegations concerned, 


changes were made in the Standing Committees as 


Committees, Pee: 


Book Concern. 


Freedmen. 


Sunday-schools 
and 


Church Exten- 
sion. 


Missions. 


Appeals. 


Education, 


ON THE BOOK CONCERN. 
William Stoker, in place of E. Callahan. 


R. W. Keeler, sa D. N. Cooley. 

I. W. Wiley, sf David Campbell. 
Horace Benton, W. C. Peirce. . 
R. P. Elmore, sf C. D. Pillsbury. 
Homer Eaton, = C. F. Burdick. 
N. T. Childs, = W. H. Olin. 

J. G. English, S Hiram Buck. 


ON FREEDMEN. 
John Van Cleve, in peas of E. Callahan. 


E. Skinner, D. N. Cooley. 
Barney uhiees: e L. D. White. 

J. H. Moore, . Grant Goodrich. 

E. Q. Fuller, & Wesley Prettyman. 


ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS AND TRACTS. 


William Koeneke, instead of D. C. Smith. 
John Bowman, - Richard Swearengen. 
E. K. Hosford, sf J. C. M’Intosh. 


ON CHURCH EXTENSION. 


Henderson Ritchie, in place of David M’ Williams. 
Summerfield Baldwin, “ © W. R. Woodward. 


G. §. Dearborn, 4 W. Fairchild. 
Samuel Clements, a John Owen. 
J. M. Trimble, L. J. Critchfield. 


ON MISSIONS. 
Elisha P. Phelps, instead of William N. Berkley. 


ON APPEALS. 


William Cooper, in place of John B. M’Cullough. 
James M. Buckley, “ T. G. Osborn. 
W. F. Mallalieu, A L. R. Thayer. 


ON EDUCATION. 


Henry E. Dickhart, in place of C. A. Loeber. 
U. P. Golliday, cs W. H. H. Beadle, 
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ON REVISALS. 


Charles Hill, in place of Daniel M. Bates. 
W. G. Miller, ¢ Caleb D. Pillsbury. 


ON THE STATE OF THE CHURCH. 
Bennett Mitchell, in place of W. H. H. Beadle. 


ON ITINERANCY. 
Thomas B, Lemon, in place of E. H. Rogers. 


On motion, the Secretary was instructed to print 
the list of Committees, as now constituted, in the Daily 
Advocate to-morrow morning. 

On motion of I. D. King, A. E. Ballard was added 
to the Committee of Arrangements for the excursion 
to Long Branch. 

On motion, Conference adjourned. After the dox- 
ology was sung, the benediction was pronounced by 
George W. Clarke, of the Erie Conference. 


SATURDAY MORNING, MAY 11. 


Conference met this morning, Bishop Simpson in the 
chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by 
Henry Slicer, of the Baltimore Conterence. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read 
and approved. 

R. 8. Foster asked and obtained leave of absence 
for one week on account of pressing duties at Drew 
Theological Seminary during Commencement week, 
and Lucius H. King, the first reserve from the New 
York Conference, was admitted a member of this body, 
and assigned to Committees in his stead. » 

The list of Committees was called for the presenta- 
tion of reports, and Joseph M. Trimble, Chairman of 
the Committee on Episcopacy, submitted a report pro- 
viding for a memorial service in relation to the de- 
ceased Bishops of the Church, and it was adopted as 


follows, namely : 
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The Committee on Episcopacy present the following report con- 
cerning memorial services for the deceased Bishops: 

Resolved, 1. That the memorial services for the deceased Bishops 
be made the order of the day for Saturday next at half past ten 
o'clock A. M. 

Resolved, 2. That the Bishops be and hereby are requested to 
designate one of their number to present a brief sketch of the life 
and character of each of the four deceased Bishops. 

Resolved, 3. That Dr. Curry be designated to speak concerning 
the character of Bishop Thomson, Dr. Hitchcock to represent Bishop 
Clark, Dr. Moses Hill to represent Bishop Kingsley, and Dr. War- 
ren to represent Bishop Baker, each speaker to limit his remarks to 
fifteen minutes. 

Resolved, 4. That Dr. Hibbard be appointed to preside on the 
occasion, and Dr. Reid to conduct the devotional exercises. 


Jesse T. Peck, Chairman of the Committee on Itin- 
erancy, reported back the memorial of the South-west 
German Conference relating to our work in foreign 
lands, with the recommendation that it be referred to 
the Committee on Missions, and it was referred ac- 
cordingly. 

J.S. M’Calmont asked to be excused from’ serving 
on the Standing Committee on the Book Concern, and 
his request was granted, and Moses Hill, of the Erie 
Conference delegation, was appointed to the Commit- 
tee in his stead. 

L. C. Matlack, Chairman of the Committee on 
Boundaries, reported back the memorial of Thomas 
Harwood and two others, of the Colorado Conference, 
with the recommendation that it be referred to the 
Committee on Missions, and it was accordingly so 
referred. 

He also returned the memorial of Emperor Williams 
and forty others in relation to Colored Bishops, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

EK. O. Haven, Chairman of the Committee on Re- 
visals, reported back the petition of John Bowman 
and two others, of the Upper Iowa Conference, on the 
election of Presiding Elders, with the recommendation 
that it be referred to the Committee on Itinerancy, 
and it was so referred, 

8. W. Thomas, Chairman of the Special Committee 
on Expenses of Delegates, submitted the following 
report, which was adopted, namely : 


Your Committee report that the following expenses be allowed: 
Expense of travel in a direct line from home to the seat of the 
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Reukyeie and back, including meals and lodging during that 
ime. 

ixpenses of travel on city cars to and from the Conference or 
Committees’ place of meeting. 

Expense of procuring dinner at such times as that their homes 
cannot be reached without neglecting the business of the General 
Conference. 


In making out the bills of expense the Committee would recom- 


mend the following order: 

1. The Conference. 

2. The number of delegates, 

3. Amount apportioned. 

4, Amount raised. 

5. Expense of each delegate in items, as follows: 

(1.) Expense from home to General Conference and return, also 
meals and lodging during that time included. 

(2.) Expense for meals for those who could not go to their re- 
spective places of entertainment for dinner. 

(3.) Expense of travel on city cars. The items to be added, and 
the delegates’ names to be signed thereto. 

The bills of each delegation to be made out so as to show the 
aggregate, and that it shall be signed by the chairman of the dele- 
gation. 


The Committee also reported the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted, namely : 
Resolved, That the Committee on Expenses of Delegates be and 


are hereby instructed to purchase such books and stationery as are 
necessary, and to print such blanks as may be required. 


The roll of Conferences was then called for peti- 
tions, memorials, and appeals, and they were presented 
and referred as follows, namely : 


BALTIMORE. 
T. M. Eddy presented the memorial of Henry Slicer 


and others, directors in the Baltimore Book Deposi-. 


tory, asking for certain privileges, and it was referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern. 

J. A. M’Cauley presented the action of the Balti- 
more Conference in relation to the Episcopacy, and it 
was referred to the Committee on the Episcopacy. 

J. S. Deale presented a resolution of the Baltimore 
Conference concerning boundaries, and it. was referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries. 

At this stage of the proceedings the Chair intro- 
duced to the Conference the Rev. Henry Boehm, sup- 
posed to be the oldest Methodist preacher now living, 
being ninety-seven years of age, and having been in 
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the ministry over seventy years. He addressed a few 
appropriate and earnest words to the Conference. 

The call of Conferences was resumed, and petitions, 
memorials, and appeals were presented and referred as 
follows, namely : 


BLACK RIVER. 


L. D. White presented a memorial on the relation 
of many of our ministers and members to secret or- 
ganizations, etc., signed by William L. Chambers and 
thirteen others, and it was referred to the Committee 
on the State of the Church. 


CALIFORNIA. 


Edward Moore presented resolutions of the Stockton 
Ministerial Association in reference to the support of 
Presiding Elders, and it was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Itinerancy. 

Otis Gibson presented the memorial of 8. L. Bald- 
win and six other returned missionaries in regard to 
the form of appointment of foreign missionaries, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Missions. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS. 


O. S. Munsell presented the appeal of Jesse B. Craig 
from the action of the Central Illinois Conference, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Appeals. 


CENTRAL NEW YORK. 


B. I. Ives presented the action of the Red Creek, 
Rose, Wolcott, Huron, Butler, and Savannah Quar- 
terly Conferences on the subject of boundaries, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

A. J. Phelps presented the following memorials on the 
subject of boundaries: one from twenty Quarterly Con- 
ferences of Oswego District, comprising about three 
hundred official members of the Church; and one from 
East Oswego Station, signed by Crasman and fifty 
others; also so much of the Journal of the Central 
New York Conference as refers to Boundaries, and 
they were referred to the Committee on Boundaries, 
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B. S. Wright presented three remonstrances against 
a change of Conference boundaries—one from eighteen 
Quarterly Conferences of Rome District, comprising 
two hundred and seventy-five official members; one 
signed by J. H. French and one hundred and twenty 
others; and one from Oneida, signed by S. L. Bender 
and thirteen others, and they were referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 


CENTRAL OHIO. 


William Lawrence presented the memorial of Lem- 
uel Herbert and Harrison Maltbie, of St. Johns, asking 
the decision of certain law questions relating to Church 
trials, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Appeals. 

T. H. Wilson presented a memorial from Marion 
Quarterly Conference on the subject of boundaries, 
and it was referred to the Committee on boundaries. 

He also presented a memorial from Daniel Cable 
and five others, asking for a disciplinary provision for 
determining the location of a church site in a given 
case, and it was referred to the Committee on Re- 
visals. 

S. L. Roberts presented a memorial from Carding- 
ton, signed by John Shur and thirty-two others, ask- 
ing to be restored to the Central Ohio Conference, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA. 


Samuel Barnes presented resolutions of St. Paul’s 
Church, Hazleton, on the subject of boundaries, and 
they were referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

He also presented so much of the Journal of the 
Central Pennsylvania Conference as relates to the 
Episcopacy, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Episcopacy. 

CINCINNATI. 


John F. Marlay presented a remonstrance from East 
Liberty Circuit, Cincinnati Conference, on the subject 
of boundaries, and it was referred to the Committee 


on Boundaries. 
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DES MOINES. 
# 


Bennett Mitchell presented sundry memorials on 
boundaries, as follows: one from Fort Dodge Dis- 
trict, one from Sioux City District; also six petitions 
from Sioux City District, signed by M. C. Marr and 
thirty-eight others; also nine petitions from Fort 
Dodge District, signed by C. H. Knox and forty-six 
others; also a memorial signed by himself, and they 
were referred to the Committee on Boundaries. , 

He also presented the action of the Des Moines 
Conference in relation to the Presiding Eldership, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

W. H. H. Beadle presented a memorial, signed by 
himself and J. W. Todd, on the subject of boundaries, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Joseph Knotts presented a memorial from the 
Quarterly Conference of the first Church in Council 
Bluffs, asking that a Book Depository be established 
in Council Bluffs, and it was referred to the Committee 
on the Book Concern. 

P. F. Bresee presented a memorial from Council 
Bluffs District, signed by E. M. H. Flemming and six- 
teen others, relating to a Book Depository at Council 
Bluffs, and it was referred to the Committee on the 
Book Concern. 

U. P. Golliday presented a petition, signed by him- 
self and Joseph Knotts, asking for certain changes in 
the Discipline, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Revisals. 

The hour of ten o’clock having arrived, on motion, 
the order of the day, to wit, the reception of fraternal 
delegates, was taken up. 

The certificate of William Morley Punshon, A.M., 
President of the Conference of the Wesleyan Method- 
ist Church in Canada, accrediting the Rev. George R, 
Sanderson, co-delegate; the Rev. Lachlin Taylor, D.D., 
Missionary Secretary ; and the Rev. Alexander Suth- 
erland, Secretary of the Conference, as fraternal dele- 
gates to the General Conference, was read, as was also 
the Address of the Conference itself. The Rev. Geo, 
R. Sanderson and the Rev. Alexander Sutherland then 
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addressed the Conference. The Rey. Lachlin Tay- 
lor, D.D., was not present. [For Credentials and Ad. 
dresses, see Appendix 13, 14, 15, 16.] 

The Rev. Henry Pope, Jr., President of the Confer- 
ence of Eastern British America, presented his creden- 
tials as a delegate and the Address of the Conference to 
this body, and after they were read he addressed the 
Conterence. The Rev. Matthew Richey, D.D., who had 
also been appointed a delegate from the Conference of 
Eastern British America, was absent on account of 
personal affliction. [For Addresses, including Creden- 
tials, see Appendia 18, 19.] 

The credentials of the Rev. A. Huntington Clapp, 
D.D., of New York, the Hon. J. B. Grinnell, of Iowa, 
and the Rey. George B. Bacon, of New Jersey, dele- 
gates from the National Council of the Congregational 
Churches in the United States, were read ; after which 
the Rev. George B. Bacon, the only delegate present, 
addressed the Conference. [For Credentials and Ad- 
dress, see Appendia 21, 22.] 

The credentials of the Rev. EK. A. Wheat, of Gene- 
see Conference; the Rev. C. H. Williams, of the North 
Indiana Conference; the Rey. T. B. Graham, of the 
Ohio Conference, and the Rev. H. Stackhouse, of the 
Indiana Conference; also, of J. H. M’Claney, T. J. 
Finch, and J. B. Hamilton, laymen, fraternal messen- 
gers and commissioners of the Methodist Church, were 
read; after which the Rev. E. A. Wheat and the 
Rev. C. H. Williams were introduced and addressed 
the Conference, the latter reading an address. [For 
Credentials and Addresses, see Appendia 28, 24, 25.] 

On motion of T. M. Eddy, the time of the session 
was extended. 

The Rev. Joseph Wilde and the Rev. M. Benson, 
delegates from the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Canada, were introduced to the Conference, and be- 
cause of the lateness of the hour, their addresses were 
deferred for the present. 

On motion, Conference adjourned. 

After the doxology was sung, the benediction was 
pronounced by Thompson Mitchell, of the Central 
Pennsylvania Conference. 
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MONDAY MORNING, MAY 13. 


The Conference met this morning, Bishop Ames in 
the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by F. 
G. Hibbard, of the East Genesee Conference. 

The Journal of Saturday’s proceedings was read 
and approved. 

On motion of A. 8. Hunt, the reception of Fra- 
ternal Delegates of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in Canada was made the order of the day for to-mor- 
row at eleven o’clock. 

The roll of Conferences was called for the presenta- 
tion of petitions, memorials, and appeals. 


DETROIT. 


L. R. Fisk presented the petition of Hannibal Lee 
and twenty-two others on Secret Societies; and it was 
referred to the Committee on the State of the Church. 


EAST GENESEE. 


K. P. Jervis presented the memorial of J. Dennis and 
Quarterly Conference concerning change of Confer- 
ence relations, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

He also presented a memorial from the Church 
and congregation of Lima, Kast Genesee Conference, 
concerning change of Conference relations, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Bonndaries, 


ERIE. 


J. Leslie presented a protest from Ashville Charge, 
against dividing Erie Conference, signed by John 
Kent and sixteen others, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 

G. W. Clarke presented the petition of John Bain, 
Hiram Kingsley, and seventy-five others, on the sub- 
ject of Secret oath-bound Societies ; also the petition of 
J. E. Brown and thirty-one others; also the petition 
of E. B. Linn and fifty-three others, on the same sub- 
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ject; and they were referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Church. 

He also presented a petition of John Robin. 
son, to have the irrelevant quotations in the Ritual for 
baptism, on pages 147 and 148, stricken out, and the 
words of the great commission used instead, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


GENESEE. ' 


R. L. Waite presented a memoria] from the mem- 
bers of the different Methodist Episcopal Churches 
in Buffalo on the subject of an Episcopal residence 
in that city, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Episcopacy. 

He also presented a memorial from Olean District 
Ministerial Association on boundaries, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

He also presented.an extract from the Genesee Con- 
ference Journal on Insurance, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Insurance. 

He also presented an extract from the Genesee Con- 
ference Journal on Episcopacy, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Episcopacy. 

He also presented an extract from the Genesee Con- 
ference Journal on a daily paper, and it was referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern. 

He also presented an extract from the Genesee Con- 
ference Journal on boundaries, and it was referredsto 
the Committee on Boundaries. 


ILLINOIS. 


W. S. Prentice presented a resolution of the Illinois 
Conference relative to the debt of Chas. Atkinson to 
the Book Concern, and it was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Book Concern. 


INDIA. 


H. Mansell presented resolutions of the India Con- 
ference, asking such changes as will enable the Church 
Extension Society to appropriate money for churches 
in India, and they were referred to: the Committee 


on Church Extension. 
11 
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He also presented the action of the India Conference 
on the subject of boundaries, and it was referred to 


the Committee on Boundaries. 


INDIANA. 


Bishop Ames presented the memorial of official 
members of Indianapolis Churches on the boundaries 
of Indiana Conference, signed by J. W. Holland and 
others, and they were referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

IOWA. 


J. A. Hammer presented a resolution of the Iowa 
Electoral Conference in reference to the Presiding 
Eldership, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy; also a resolution of the Iowa Electoral 
Conference in reference to the residence of the Bishops 
to be elected by this General Conference, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 


KANSAS. 


G. 8. Dearborn presented a memorial of the Kansas 
Conference delegation asking for a change in the con- 
stitution of the Church Extension Society, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Church Extension. 


LIBERIA. 


©. A. Pitman presented a petition asking for a more 
vigorous prosecution of the Mission work in Africa, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Missions. 


LOUISIANA. 


L. C. Matlack presented a memorial of the Southern 
Methodist Convention at Athens, Tenn., on the wants 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the Southern 
States, and it was referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Church. 

He also presented a memorial of the same Conven- 
tion on the subject of the Episcopacy, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

At the request of L. C. Matlack, these papers were 
read. 
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MAINE. 


P. Jaques presented the following’ papers, namely: 
resolutions of the Maine Conference on Church Ex- 
tension, and they were referred to the Committee on 
Church Extension. Resolutions of the Maine Confer- 


ence recommending the non-admission of any one to. 


the ministerial office who uses tobacco, and they were 
referred to the Committee on Temperance. Resolu- 
tions of the Maine Conference relative to Sunday- 
school books and papers, and they were referred to 
the Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts; also, 
resolutions of the Maine Conference on Presiding 
Eldership, and they were referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. 
MISSOURI. 

J. H. Hopkins presented a plan for District Confer- 
ferences, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. 

He also presented the action of the Missouri Con- 
ference on the Episcopacy, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Episcopacy. 

He also presented a copy of the Journal of the Mis- 
souri Conference on the Presiding Eldership, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


NEW ENGLAND. 


J. W. Lindsay presented resolutions, signed by H. 
Bannister and two others, relating to Conference pro- 
bationers, and they were referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

C. M. Dinsmore presented a memorial of J. F. 
Adams and others, (which was approved by the 
action of the New Hampshire Conference,) asking for 
a revision of the Discipline concerning preachers’ sala- 
ries, and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


NEW YORK. 
C. D. Foss presented resolutions of the New York 
Conference on Sunday mails, and they were referred 
to the Committee on the State of the Church. 
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A. M. Osbon presented extracts from the Journal 
of the New York Conference in relation to the suspen- 
sion of a preacher in the interval of Conference, and 
they were referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


NEW YORK EAST. 


D. Curry presented a petition for a change in Con- 
ference boundary line in New York city, from the 
Quarterly Conferences of Thirty-seventh-st., Beekman 
Hill, and others, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Boundaries. 


NORTH INDIANA. 


O. V. Lemon presented the appeal of M. Mahin 
from Bishop Scott’s decision, concerning the jurisdic- 
tion of Quarterly Conferences over preachers on 
trial, and it was referred to the Committee on Epis- 
copacy. 

W. H. Goode presented a memorial on boundaries 
from Grace Church, Indianapolis, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries. 


NORTH-WEST INDIANA. 


John Brownfield presented a petition from First 
Charge, South Bend, signed by F. R. Tutt and forty- 
seven others, for changing boundaries, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

A. A. Gee presented a memorial of the Electoral 
Conference of North-west Indiana Conference depre- 
cating any change in the General Itinerant Superin- 
tendency, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Episcopacy. 

J. C. Reed presented resolutions of the North-west 
Indiana Conference on insurance, and they were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Insurance; also a resolu- 
tion of the Preachers’ Meeting of Lafayette, Indiana, 
on revision of the Discipline, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Revisals. 


OHIO. 


J. M. Trimble presented the petition of T. H. 
Phillips and others on the relation of Presiding Elders 
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to the Bishops’ work in appointing the pastors, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals, 


OREGON. 


J. F. Devore presented a memorial on boundaries, 
signed by J. F. Devore and C. C. Stratton; and it was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


W. C. Robinson presented a paper on Church 
finances from the Eleventh-street Quarterly Confer- 
ence, and it was referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Church. 

He also presented a memorial from T. T. Mason and 
others on the subject of improvement in our tracts, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Sunday- 
Schools and Tracts. 


PITTSBURGH. 


J. W. Baker presented a paper on auditing the ac- 
counts of Preeiding Elders and Preachers, signed by 
J. W. Baker and four others, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Revisals. 

I. C. Pershing presented a resolution on District 
Conferences, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. 

S. H. Nesbit presented a paper on the eligibility of 
Local Preachers to membership in the Lay Electoral 
Conference, and it was referred to the Committee on 
the State of the Church. 

James 8S. Bracken presented a resolution of the 
Conference on the subject of boundaries, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Joseph Horner presented a petition on behalf of 
Charges and Quarterly Conferences, asking that the 
boundaries of the Pittsburgh Conference in the Pan 
Handle, West Virginia, be not changed, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

He also presented the petition of J. T. Boyle and 
nineteen others in relation to buying and selling 
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liquors, asking a separate article on the liquor traffic, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


PROVIDENCE. 


M. J. Talbot presented a memorial of the Quarterly 
Conference. of Power-street Church, Providence, rela- 
tive to the mode of electing Stewards and Trustees, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented the action of the Conference on 
the appointment of temperance committees by Quar- 
terly Conferences, and it was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Reyvisals. 

He also presented the action of the Conference on a 
new Magazine, and it was referred to the Committee 
on the Book Concern. 

He also presented the action of the Conference on 
the revision of the Hymn Book, and it was referred to 
the Committee on the Book Concern. 

He also presented a memorial of the Leaders and 
Stewards’ Meeting of Providence in favor of change 
of Conference boundaries, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 


ROCK RIVER. 


J. H. More presented a memorial from Milford 
Engart and others asking a change of boundaries, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

S. A. W. Jewett presented resolutions of the 
Conference, adopted at its session of October, 
1871, and they were referred to the Committee on 
Revisals. 

He also presented a petition on the subject of Secret 
Societies, and it was referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Church. 


SAINT LOUIS. 


James W. L. Slavens presented a petition from Grace 
Avenue Church Sunday-school, Kansas City, in favor 
of a weekly Sunday-school paper, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts, 
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SOUTH CAROLINA. 


A. Webster presented a memorial of E. W. Jackson 
and forty-six others on the subject of temperance, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Temperance. 

He also presented petitions and memorials against 
separate Conferences or sittings on account of race or 
color as follows: from V. H. Buckley and twenty-five 
others, from B. L. Roberts and one hundred and seven- 
teen others, from J. KE. Wilson, Jr., and forty-six others, 
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from Burrell James and forty-one others, all of which 
were referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

J. B. Middleton presented extracts from the Jour- 
nal of the South Carolina Conference, and they were 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

C. H. Holloway presented a petition of H. J. Fox 
and twelve others against making any invidious dis- 
tinctions on account of race or color by separate Con- 
ferences or sittings, or in official elections, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


SOUTH-EASTERN INDIANA. 
S. Tincher presented a memorial from Grace Church, 
Indianapolis, on boundaries, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 


SOUTH-WEST GERMAN. 

Adam Klippel presented the petition of J. P. Miller, 
Sen., and others in favor of making the Presiding Eld- 
ership elective, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Itinerancy. 

TENNESSEE. 

John Braden presented the action of the Lay Elect- 
oral Conterence of Tennessee, and also extracts from 
the Journal of the Tennessee Conference against any 
change in the episcopal term of office, and they were 
referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 


UPPER IOWA. 


J. Bowman presented a remonstrance against any 
change in the boundary of the Upper Iowa Conference, 
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signed by H. S. Church and nineteen others, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


WASHINGTON. 


B. Brown presented a memorial of himself and four 
others, asking for a plainer definition of the duties of 
Stewards and Trustees, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Revisals. 


WISCONSIN. 


P. B, Pease presented a petition for a change in the 
General Rules, signed by W. C. Sherwood, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

H. Bannister presented a memorial in behalf of a 
school in Norway, and it was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Missions. 

He also presented a memorial in relation to a lady 
editor of the Ladies’ Repository, and it was referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern. 


WYOMING. 


De Witt C. Olmsted presented a petition of himself 
and others, asking for a change in the Discipline on 
the separate vote of ministers and laymen, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

R. Nelson presented a memorial of Wyoming Con- 
ference, asking a change in the Discipline to authorize 
every minister in charge of a circuit or station to sol- 
emnize matrimony, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisals. 

The following changes in the Committees were made 
at the suggestion of the delegations severally con- 
cerned, namely : 

F. W. Evans, of the Iowa delegation, was excused 
from the Committee on Itinerancy, and E. H. Waring 
was appointed in his stead; E. H. Waring was ex- 
cused from serving on the Committee on Education, 
and F. W. Evans was appointed in his stead. 

W. C. De Pauw, of the Indiana delegation, was ex- 
cused from the Standing Committee on the Book Con- 
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cern, and R. W. Thompson was appointed in his 
stead. 

David Rutledge was excused from the Special Com- 
mittee on the Book Concern, and Robert Quinn was 
appointed in his stead; Robert Quinn was excused 
from the Committee on the State of the Church, and 
Thomas Caldwell was appointed in his stead; Thomas 
Caldwell was excused from the Committee on Bound- 
aries, and David Rutledge was appointed in his 
stead. 

The roll of Conferences was called for Resolutions 
and Miscellaneous Business, and they were presented 
and disposed of as follows, namely : 


BALTIMORE. 


T. M. Eddy offered the following resolution, which 


was referred to the Committee on the State of the 
Church : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church be in- 
structed to inquire into the use and destruction of our parsonages 
and churches during the late war; whether or not just claim ex- 


ists for compensation for the same, and if there be such just claim, 
to report some plan for securing the payment of the same. 


CALIFORNIA. 


W. J. Maclay presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern: 


Resolved, That the Book Committee be instructed to inquire into 
and report upon the expediency of publishing a monthly magazine 
that shall serve as a connecting link between the ‘ Ladies’ Reposi- 
tory ” and the “ Quarterly Review.” 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of so altering the Discipline as to make Stew- 
ards elective by their respective Churches, and that women as well 
as men shall be eligible to said office. 


Otis Gibson presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Missions: 


Resolved, That the Constitution of the Missionary Society, Arti- 
cle XII, line first, be amended by striking out the word “may” 
and inserting in its place the word “shall,” so that the amended 
sentence shall read: “The Board shall provide for the support of 
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superannuated missionaries, and the widows and orphans of mis- 
sionaries who may not be provided for by their Annual Conferences 
respectively.” 


He also submitted the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Missions: 


Fesolved, That the Committee on Missions be instructed to inquire 
whether there is any difference in the salaries paid to missionaries 
from different foreign fields while at home on furlough; -and if so, 
what are the reasons for such difference. 


He also offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
quire whether there is any disciplinary authority for the office of 
Superintendent of a Mission, with the duties and powers assigned 


to it in the ‘‘ Missionary Manual,” and what action, if any, should 
be taken by this General Conference on the subject. 


J. KR. Tansey offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Missions, namely : 

Resolved, That the officers of the Missionary Society, in connection 
with their Report of yearly receipts and expenditures, be requested 


to give to the General Conference a detailed statement of the loca- 
tion and value of all real estate owned by the Society. 


He also presented the following resolutions, which 
were referred to the Committee on Revisals: 

Resolved, 1. That the Discipline, Part IV, chap. iii, page 166, last 
line, be amended by striking out the words “unto thee,” so that 
the sentence as amended shall read, ‘‘And here we offer and pre- 
sent, O Lord, ourselves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, 
holy, and lively sacrifice unto thee.” 

Resolved, 2. That the Book Agents and Secretaries of the several 


Societies elected by the General Conference shall not be eligible to 
the same office for more than eight consecutive years. 


CENTRAL NEW YORK. 


D. D. Lore presented a paper relating to a week of 
prayer in May, and it was referred to the Committee 
on the State of the Church. 


CENTRAL OHIO. 

W. L. Harris presented the Quadrennial Report of 
the General Missionary Committee, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Missions. [For Report, see Ap- 
pendix 49.] 

Alexander Harmount presented the following reso- 
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lution, and it was referred to the special Committee on 
Support of the Bishops: 


fesolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be instructed to take 
into consideration the propriety of changing the Discipline, Part 
VI, chap. i, sec. 1, page 267: “ Quest. What provision shall be 
made for the support of the Bishops, and the widows and children 
of deceased Bishops?” so as to read, “The General Conference 
shall appoint a Committee of five ministers and five laymen, whose 
duty it shall be to make .an estimate of the amount necessary to 
furnish a competent support to each Bishop, considering the num- 
ber and condition of his family, and apportion the same among the 
‘several Annual Conferences according to the number and ability 
of the ministers and members of said Conferences; and each of the 
Annual Conferences shall be authorized to adopt such measures for 
raising the amount as may seem wise and just to them.” 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy, namely: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to take 
into consideration the propriety of changing the Discipline, Part II, 
chap. ii, sec. 14, page 93, “‘ Quest. 1. By whom are the Presiding 
Elders to be chosen?” to read: 

How are the Presiding Elders chosen? 

Ans. The Presiding Elders shall be elected in the Annual Con- 
ferences by ballot. 

“ Quest. 2. By whom are the Presiding Elders to be stationed and 
changed?” to read: 

By whom are the Presiding Elders to be stationed and changed ? 

Ans, By the Annual Conference: the election to be for two years, 
and in the order in which the districts become vacant. 

“ Quest. 3. How long may a Bishop allow an Elder to preside in 
the same district?” to read: 

How long may an Annual Conference allow an Elder to preside 
‘in the same district? : 

Ans. For a term not exceeding four years; after which he shall 
not be elected to the same district for six years. 


DES MOINES. 


Bennett Mitchell offered the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resowed, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the propriety of so changing the Discipline as that in all cases 
of appeal brought to an Annual or Quarterly Conference the ques- 

* tion of admitting shall be determined by the presiding officer and 
not by the vote of the Conference; and also, so that in all such 
cases of appeal, if it be shown that the trial below was informal 
and contrary to the rules of Discipline, the president shall order a 
new trial. 


. ERIE. 
R. A. Caruthers offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the propriety of so changing the Discipline, Part IV, chap. i, 
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” 


see. 2, page 150, by striking out the words “ Holy Catholic,” and 
inserting in their stead ‘unity of the,” so that the clause will read, 
“And dost thou believe in the Holy Ghost, the unity of the 
Church, the communion of saints,” etc. 


He also presented the following, which were laid on 
the table and ordered to be printed: 


Resolved, 1. That the General Itinerant Superintendency of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church is a highly-cherished agency in the 
working of our itinerant ministry, and that its inviolability and 
perpetuity are wisely protected by the Third Restrictive Rule; 
while to the General Conference is given the duty to provide that 
all its details shall be so arranged as to promote its highest possi- 
ble efficiency. 

Resolved, 2, That the General Conference has “full powers to 
make rules and regulations” for the organization and manage- 
ment of the General Superintendency in all things not covered by 
the Third Restrictive Rule, by which it is forbidden to “do away 
Episcopacy or destroy the plan of our General Itinerant Superin- 
tendency ”.—the office and its incumbents being in all respects sub- 
ordinate to the General Conference, and, except as above named, 
subject to its action. 

Resolved, 3. That the General Superintendency of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church is not, according to the ordinary ecclesiastical 
use of language, an order of the ministry, separate and distinct 
from the eldership, but simply an office in our ministry. 

Resolwed, 4. That the right and authority of any person to as- 
sume or continue to hold the office of a General Superintendent, or 
to exercise its functions, are derived solely from his election by the 
General Conference, to which the act of ordination adds no author- 
ity or qualification, but is only a formal induction of the clected 
person into office. 

Resolved, 5. That for the better ordering of the General Superin- 
tendency, and to promote its effectiveness in its own special prov- 
ince, it is expedient that the Superintendents shall be as far as pos- 
sible relieved of all non-episcopal work. 

Resolved, 6. That to relieve the Superintendents from all unnec- 
essary pecuniary burdens, and to secure for the Church only really 
effective men in the Superintendency, there shall be provided some 
adequate and easily applied method for retiring disabled and sliper 
annuated Superintendents. 

Resolved, 7. That it is proper and desirable, since they are pastors 
in the Church, that our Superintendents should be supported 
pecuniarily by the direct contributions of the people. 

Resolved, 8. That as traveling preachers of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, our Superintendents are entitled to all the rights and ° 
privileges accorded to others, and especially that of trial and 
appeal; to secure which, they should be members of the Annual 
Conferences, to which they should be answerable for their moral 
and Christian characters and conduct, while for their official 
actions they are responsible only to the General Conference. 

Resolved, 9. That the jurisdiction of our Superintendents should © 
remain a unit, but their residences should be distributed under 
authority of the General Conference. 


John Graham presented the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals : 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to take 
into consideration the propriety of striking out the words ‘ who 
shall not be members of the Quarterly Conference,” (see Discipline, 
page 126, sec. 5, Trial of an Accused Member;) so that it shall 
read, “‘ How shall an accused member be brought to trial? Ans. 
Before a Committee of not less than five; and if the preacher 
+ judge it necessary, he may select the Committee from any part of 
the District,” the members of the Quarterly Conference being 
especially provided for. (See Discipline, page 136, sec. 3.) 


On motion of G. W. Clarke, the following was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


Whereas, Many of our superannuated preachers, whose strength 
has been given to the Church, are unable, owing to pecuniary em- 
barrassments, to attend the sessions of their Conferences ; 

Resolved, That it shall be deemed lawful and proper for the Con- 
ference Stewards to pay their traveling expenses from the funds of 
the Church. 


GERMANY AND SWITZERLAND. 


L. 8. Jacoby offered the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Missions: 


Resolved, That if a missionary has served longer than ten years 
in a foreign mission and is superannuated by his Conference, then 
the Missionary Society has to provide for him, or in case of his 
death, for his widow or orphans, as regulated by the Discipline, 
Part V1, chap. i, sec. 4, page 270. 


ILLINOIS. 


W. S. Prentice offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of adding the following proviso to sec. 4, 
chap. i, Part VI, page 271, of the Discipline, which relates to the 
support of superannuated preachers: ‘ Provided, that the An- 
nual Conferences, or any of them, may appoint a Committee of 
not less than five nor more than thirteen, to be called the Com- 
mittee on Conference Claimants, to whom shall be referred the 
estimates above named, and said Committee shall have full power 
to consider and determine the basis on which the distribution of 
the Conference funds shall be made to the Conference claimants.” 


INDIANA. 


Cyrus Nutt offered the following resolution, and it 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be and are 
hereby instructed to inquire into the expediency of defining and 
settling the relations of the Agents of the Book Concern to each 
other, making the Agent chief and the assistants his subordinates. 
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John J. Hight offered the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of omitting the words, “by or with the 
advice of two thirds of all the Annual Conferences” from Part II, 
chap. i, ans. 2, page 48, lines nine and ten; and in. the same answer, 
at line twelve, strike out ‘‘ two thirds” and insert ‘! a majority.” 


IOWA. 


E. H. Waring offered the following resolution, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be requested to in- 
quire into the expediency of so changing the Discipline as to re- 
quire semi-annual instead of quarterly visitations of the Presiding 
Elder. 


He also offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be instructed 
to consider and report tothe General Conference on the most practi- 
cable and efficient plan, whether by colportage, local depositories, or 
otherwise, for the more general distribution of the books and other 
publications of our Book Concern. 


KANSAS. 


W. K. Marshall offered the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to so 
change the baptismal service of our Book of Discipline as to free 
it from even the suspicion of teaching the doctrine of baptismal 
regeneration. 


J. J. Wright submitted the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy consider and report 
as to the expediency of providing for District Conferences, as fol- 
lows: 

1. That said Conference embrace the territory included in the 
Presiding Elder’s District. 

2. That the representation in said Conference be composed of all 
the traveling aud local ministers, and one layman from each charge 
in said district. 

3. That the Presiding Elder be. the presiding officer at the meet- 
ings of said Conference. 

4, That the specific work of said Conference be to fix the salary 
of the Presiding Elder; to give and renew licenses; try appeals; 
recommend for Orders; and elect lay delegates to the Annual 
Conference. 

5. That said Conference meet annually. 
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May 13. 
KENTUCKY. ee teniehe 


. ; KeEntvcnry. 
Amos Shinkle offered the following resolution, and Ba ase 
: Z ‘ inkle on the 
it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: Se 0cae 
mittee, 
fesolved, That the Discipline be so changed that: it shall read as 
follows: 
Amend Part V, sec. 6, paragraph 7. Strike out the words “fif- 
teen traveling ministers,’”’ and. insert. the words, ‘eight ministers 
and seven laymen.” 


Daniel Stevenson presented the following resolution, Stevenson on 

5 : : Relation of 

and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: Preachersand 
Trustees. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals' be and are hereby in- 
structed to define more clearly the relation of a preacher in charge 
to the trustees of Church property. 


LEXINGTON. Lexineton. 


Marshall W. Taylor presented the following resolu- Taylor onTerri- 
* 6 7. cee tory of Con- 
tion, which was referred to the Committee on Missions: ferences. 


Resolved, That two Conferences shall not hereafter be established 
each embracing the same territory. 


He also presented the following preamble and reso- Taylor. on 

3 “ Boundaries. 
lution, and they were referred. to the Committee on 
Boundaries : 


Whereas, The boundary line of the Lexington Conference has not 
been defined, and wherefore it becomes the duty of this General 
Conference to define said boundary; therefore,. 

Resolved, That the Lexington Conference’ shall contain within its 
bounds the States of Kentucky, Ohio, and Indiana: Provided, the 
existing Conferences in said States: shall not be affected thereby. 


He also offered the following resolution, which was Taylor on Fra- 
4 = ternal Greet- 
referred to the Committee on Fraternal Correspond- ings. 


ence: 


Resolved, That this General Conference appoint a Committee’ of 
three to bear its fraternal greetings to the African Methodist Epis- . 
copal Zion and the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in America, 
and to propose terms of fraternal union with them, at their General 
Conference in 1876. 


He also offered the following preamble and resolu- Taylor on Mis- 
: . c Sees sions in Africa, 
tion, which were referred to the Committee on Missions: 


Whereas, It has pleased God to make the Methodist. Episcopal 
Church one of the great agencies in his hands for Christianizing the 
heathen; and, 

Whereas. There is no more inviting field for missionary labor than 
Africa; therefore, 
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Resolved, That this General Conference authorize the sending of 
at least three additional laborers into the African work by the Mis- 
sionary Board with the least possible delay. 


LOUISIANA. 


L. C. Matlack presented the following resolutions, 
which were referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, 1. That the Committee on Revisals be requested to con- 
sider the propriety of having the Annual Conferences report the 
number of male and female members separately, for the General 
Minutes, hereafter. And if they approve such discrimination, that 
the Committee be also instructed to add to quest. 13, on page 53, 
these words: “Male,” ‘“ Female.” 

Resolved, 2. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
sert in its proper place in the Discipline the following amendment, 
which was adopted by the General Conference of 1864, (see printed 
Journal, 1864, p. 415,) but omitted in the editions of the Discipline 
for 1864 and 1868: ‘‘And no member of the Church shall be at 
liberty to preach without such license.” (See sec. 3, quest. 4, ans. 
2, after the words, ‘Stewards’ meeting,” third line from bottom of 
page 57, Discipline, 1868.) 


MAINE. 


Parker Jaques offered the following resolutions, and 
they were referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


? 

Resolved, 1. That the Committee on Revisals be requested to con- 
sider the expediency of so amending the answer to quest. 4, sec. 2, 
chap. i, Part II, of the Discipline as that it shall read as follows: 
“The Bishop. In case no Bishop be present, the Conference shall 
elect a president from among the Elders without debate.” 

Resolved, 2. That the Committee on Revisals be requested to con- 
sider the propriety of striking out the first three paragraphs in the 
Episcopal Address introductory to the Discipline. 

Resolved, 3. That the Committee on Revisals be requested to in- 
quire into the expediency of omitting from the Discipline the histor- 
ical notes which immediately precede the Articles of Religion. 


MICHIGAN. 


George B. Jocelyn offered the following resolutions, 
and they were referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, 1. That the Discipline be amended as follows: Amend 
the directions in the Marriage Service on page 172 of the Discipline 
which now read thus: 

“Tf the parties desire it, the man shall here hand a ring to the 
minister, who shall return it to him, and direct him to place it on 
the third finger of the woman’s left hand. And the man shall say 
to the woman, repeating after the minister;” so that they shall 
read thus: 

“Tf the parties desire to be married with a ring, the man shall 
hand a ring to the woman, and she shall hand it to the minister, 
and the minister shall return it to the man and direct him to place 
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iton the third finger of the woman’s left hand. And the man May 23. 
shall say unto the woman, repeating after the minister.” Exveyenta Day 
Resolved, 2. That the Discipline be amended as follows: Amend Consecration of 
the Consecration Service, Part IV, chap. iii, page 164, by omitting Elements in 
these words: ee Sees 
“Here the Elder may take the plate of bread into his hand.” ae 
And also these words: 
“Here he may take the cup in his hand.” 
Resolved, 3. That a rule be inserted in the Discipline forbidding Divorce. 
any minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church from solemnizing 
marriage between parties where one or both of the parties are di- 
vorced, unless the divorce has been granted for the cause of adul- 
tery. 
Fesolved, 4. That a rule be inserted in the Discipline forbidding 
any minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church from solemnizing 
marriage between parties where one or both of the parties are di- 
vorced, unless the party from whom the divorce is granted is dead. . 


Resin Sapp presented the following, and they were Banh on Cae 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : Preachers and 
eople. 
Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
_quire into the propriety of striking out the word ‘* four” and insert- 
ing the word ‘six’ in answer to quest. 3, sec. 14, Part IJ, chap. ii, 
page 64, of the Discipline. 
Whereas, It being reported that the practice of negotiating for 
ministers has become quite common in certain sections of the 
Church, resulting in Church contracts on the part of ministers and 
people as to service, thereby disregarding the legitimate itinerancy 
of the Church; therefore, 
ResolWwed, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
quire into this practice, and what measures are necessary to 
check and prevent it, and report. 


He also presented the following resolution, which Sapp on strik- 
: = : ing out 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals : “men” and 
inserting 
“ persons.” 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be directed to inquire 
into the propriety of striking the word ‘‘men”’ from answer to 
quest. 1, chap. ili, Part II, page 78, of the Discipline, and in- 
serting the word ‘“‘ persons” in its stead; and of the word “male” 
in the answer to quest. 1, sec. 3, Part II, chap. i, page 40, so as 
to allow women to be elected stewards and superintendents of 
Sunday-schools, and members of the Quarterly Conferences. 


He also presented the following resolution, which Sapp on Loans 
. : iy the 
was referred to the Committee on Church Extension: Church Ex- 
tension 5So- 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Church Extension Society be  “lety. 
instructed to report to this body the number of Churches during 
the past four years to which loans have been made; their locality, 
the amount of loan to each Church, and the per cent. of interest on 
which said loans have been made in each case. 


MINNESOTA. MINNESOTA. 
: . Gossard on 
T. M. Gossard presented the following resolution, “Episcopal ‘ 


. a . ci “ Order” d 
and it was referred to the Committee on Episcopacy: —« office." ” 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy consider the ques- 
tion of episcopal order, in contradistinction from office, and report - 
their mature judgment to this Conference for deliberation and de- 
cision. 


He also offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals consider the propriety 
of changing the Discipline, page 26, chap. i, sec. 3, paragraph 3, 
which reads, ‘To receive what they are willing to give toward 
the relief of the preachers, Church, and poor,” so that it shall read, 
“To receive what they are willing to give toward the support of 
the preachers, Church, and relief of the poor.” 


NEWARK. 


J. R. Bryan presented the report of the Correspond- 
ing Secretary of the Sunday-School Union, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Sunday-Schools and 
Tracts. [For Report, see Appendix 50.] 

A. L. Brice presented the following resolutions, and 
they were referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, 1. That the Committee on Revisals be requested to fec- 
ommend that the Discipline, page 279, Part VI, chap. iii, sec. 1, be 
so altered as to strike out ‘‘and three fourths of the money accord- 
ing to such estimate shall be secured or subscribed before any 
such building shall be commenced,” and insert the following after 
the word “build” on the sixth line from the top: “ But before any 
church or parsonage shall be commenced, the Quarterly Conference 
shall approve the plan and direct the Trustees to proceed with the 
building, anda the Trustees shall be required to give to each Quar- 
terly Conference, during the progress of the enterprise, an account 
of their receipts, expenditures, and indebtedness.” 

Resolved, 2. That the Committee on Revisals be requested to rec- 
ommend that there be inserted in the Discipline the following: 

“The Recording Steward shall be responsible for keeping the 
Church Records, and a committee shall be appointed at the third 
Quarterly Conference of each year, whose duty it shall be to exam- 
ine the Church records and the accounts of the Trustees and Stew- 
ards, and report at the last Quarterly Conference of each year.”’ 


NEW ENGLAND. 


J. W. Lindsay presented the quadrennial report of 
the Board of Education, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Education, and ordered to be printed 
in the Daily Advocate. [For Report, see Appendix 
51.] 

NEW JERSEY. 


I. D. King offered the following resolutions, and 
they were referred to the Committee on Revisals : 
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fresolved, 1. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to 
consider the propriety of inserting in the Discipline, Part II, chap. ii, 
see. 18, page 108, after the words ‘‘a supernumerary preacher is 
one who, because of impaired health, is temporarily unable to per- 
form effective work,” the following, to wit: 

Before being made supernumerary he shall certify the Conference 
that he asks for the relation on the above ground, and his declara- 
tion shall be made a matter of record in the journal. 

Resolved, 2. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to 
inquire into the propriety of amending the Discipline by striking 
out from Part I, chap. ii, sec. 2, ans. 2 and 3 to quest. 3, pages 40 
and 41, ‘‘on the relation of baptized children to the Church.” 

Resolved, 3. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to 
inquire into the propriety of striking out from the Discipline, Part 
IV, chap. vi, sec. 1, in the Form of Consecrating Bishops, page 192, 
lines eleven to fourteen, the following words: “And such as shall 
be unquiet, disobedient, and criminal, correct and punish according 
to such authority as you have by God’s word, and as shall be com- 
mitted unto you.” 


NEW YORK. 


8. D. Brown presented the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Cemmittee on Itinerancy : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be directed to con- 
sider the expediency of appointing a committee to revise and rear- 
range the Discipline, said committee to report at the next session 
of the General Conference. 


NEW YORK EAST. 


Daniel Curry offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Special Committee on the Support 
of the Bishops : 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Episcopacy be and they are 
hereby instructed to inquire into the expediency of amending Part 
VI, chap. i, see. 1, of the Discipline, entitled “The Support of 
Bishops and the Families of Deceased Bishops,” by striking out the 
entire answer, and inserting instead the following, so that the 
amended chapter shall read : 

Quest. What provision shall be made for the support of the 
Bishops, and the children of deceased Bishops ? 

Ans. 1. It shall be the duty of each Annual Conference within 
whose bounds a Bishop may reside to appoint a committee of five 
or seven persons, both ministers and laymen, who shall estimate 
the sum necessary to furnish a competent support for such Bishop, 
considering the number and condition of his family, and the cost of 
tiving at his place of residence, for which amount he may draw in 
the manner hereinafter described. 

Ans. 2. It shall be the duty of all the circuits and stations in 
each of the Annual Conferences to raise a sum equal to two per 
cent. of the amouuts estimated for the support of their traveling 
preachers severally, including house rent, and to forward the same 
to the Presiding Elder of the district, who shall transmit the same 
to the Book Agent at New York or Cincinnati, who shall hold the 
same subject to the draft of the Bishops in payment of their claims. 

Ans. 3. To provide for any deficiencies that may occur before 
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the above plan shall have been brought fully into operation, the 
Book Agents are directed to pay in full all claims of the Bishops 
for salaries due before July 1, 1872, and seventy-five per cent. on 
those due for the year ending July 1, 1873, and fifty per cent. on 
those for the year ending July 1, 1874, and twenty-five per cent. on 
those for the year ending July 1, 1875. The traveling expenses of 
the Bishops shall be paid in the same manner. 

Ans. 4. Each Annual Conference, within whose bounds may reside 
one or more widows or dependent children of a deceased Bishop, 
shall estimate the sums necessary for the support of such widows or 
children in the same manner and for the same amounts that would 
be estimated were they claimants upon such Conferences, and draw 
for the amount upon one of the Book Agents. 


He also submitted the following resolution, which 
was adopted, namely : 

Resolved, That the Book Agents at New York and Cincinnati be 
requested to furnish to this General Conference, as soon as conven- 
ieut, for the use of the Committee on the Book Concern, approximate 
exhibits of the gross costs and the gross incomes of the several 
weekly papers (Christian Advocates) published by them, and of the 
Quarterly Review, the Ladies’ Repository, Christian Apologist, and 
the Golden Hours, for the four years ending with 1871, giving the 
more general items of both expenses and income. 


NORTH INDIANA. 


William H. Goode offered the following resolution, 
which, on motion, was laid on the table, namely : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Boundaries shall have full power 
to hear and determine all matters pertaining to the boundaries of 
Annual Conferences; and that their decision, when reported to the 
General Conference, shall Le final without any direct action on the 
part of the Conference. 

At this stage of the proceedings the Chair announced 
that the fraternal delegates from the British Confer- 
ence, the Rev. Luke H. Wiseman, A.M., and the Rev. 
W. Morley Punshon, A.M., were about to leave the 
city; whereupon they took leave of Conference in a 
few appropriate words, to which the presiding Bishop 
responded on behalf of the Conference. 

The Rev. Alexander Sutherland, delegate from the 
Wesleyan Conference of Canada, also took leave of the 
General Conference. 


NORTH OHIO. 
W. C. Peirce offered the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Education: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Education be instructed to in- 
quire into the propriety of recommending that Churches be organ- 
ized in our institutions of learning whenever practicable. 
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He also presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


Fresolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
quire into the propriety of introducing’ among the exceptions to ap- 
pointments of preachers, on pages 90 and 91 of the Discipline, 

“Presidents of institutions of learning in which we have Churches 
organized.” 


NORTH-WEST INDIANA. 


J. C. Reed offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of extending the limitations of the con- 
secutive pastoral term from three to /fwe years. 


OHIO. 


H. 8. Bundy offered the following resolution, and it 
was referred to the Special Committee on Support of 
the Bishops: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Episcopacy inquire into the 
expediency and propriety of providing for the support of the Bishops 
in some other and more direct manner than from the proceeds or 
earnings of the Book Concern. And also for the election of one or 
more Bishops to superintend the Foreign Missionary Work, who shall 
reside in the bounds of the same, and be natives or residents there- 
of, thereby saving money.and life, the latter being of infinitely more 
value than money to the Church and the world. 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, 1. That the Committee on Revisals inquire into the ex- 
pediency of providing Courts of Appeal to hold sessions in tlie in- 
terim of the General Conference for the purpose of trying appeals. 

Resolved, 2. That the same Committee inquire into the expediency 
of providing for the election of Presiding Elders by the Annual 
Conferences. 


He also offered the following, which was.referred to 
the Committee on the State of the Church: 


Resolwed, That the Committee on the State of the Church be re- 
quested to inquire into the expediency of so classifying and con- 
solidating the Benevolent Causes as that there may be a less number 
of distinct collections for benevolent purposes: Provided, that the 
ageregate of the collections shall not be diminished, or injury result 
to any of the said causes thereby. 


J. M. Trimble offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on the State of the 
Church : 
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Resolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church be in- 
structed to recommend to the General Conference the propriety of 
making provision for paying the expenses of members of the Board 
of Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church in their necessary 
official meetings. 


oY 


William R. Clarke announced that W. F. Warren 
would not be able to take part in the memorial sery- 
ices for the deceased Bishops, and L. R. Thayer was 
appointed to serve in his stead. 


OREGON. 


J. F. Devore offered the following resolution, which 
was unanimously adopted by a rising vote, namely: 


Resolved, That we deeply sympathize with Bishop Janes in his 
affliction, and pray God to restore him speedily to health, that we 
may enjoy his counsels and presence in our Conference from day 
to day. 


On motion of J. F. Devore, a special Committee of 
seven on the Sanctity of the Sabbath was ordered. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


William C. Robinson presented the quadrennial 
report of the Trustees of the Chartered Fund, and it 
was referred to a special Committee of three. [For 
Report, see Appendix 52.] 


PROVIDENCE. 


M. J. Talbot submitted the following resolutions, 
which were referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, 1. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of amending the Disciplinary provisions 
relating to Leaders and Stewards as follows: 

Part I, chap. iii, sec. 3, quest. 2, ans. 4, change the word “men” 
to ‘persons,’” so that the answer will read, ‘See that all the Lead- 
ers be not only persons of sound judgment, but persons truly de- 
voted to God.” 

Part II, chap. iii, quest. 1, ans. 1, change the word “men” 
to “persons,” so that it shall read, ‘‘ Let them be persons of solid 
piety,” etc. . 

Resolved, 2. That the Committee on Revisals consider the expe- 
diency of amending the Discipline as follows: 

Page 56, Part II, chap. i, sec. 3, quest. 3, strike out of the an- 
swer all after the word “ thereof,” and insert “ to be recorded in a 
suitable book kept for the purpose in the care of the Recording 
Steward.” 

Page 58, ans. 3, at the end of the present answer add, “and a 
Treasurer for the Stewards.” 
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Page 61, after “9” insert, “10. Who shall be Treasurer for the 
Stewards?” 
Also, page 61, item 6, after “(4)” insert “(5) On Temperance.” 


SAINT LOUIS. 


On motion of A. C. George, the following resolution 
was adopted : 


Whereas, The General Committee of the Woman’s Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society will hold its annual session in the city of New York 
this week; therefore, 

Resolved, That a deputation of three persons be appointed by this 
body to express to said General Committee our high appreciation 
of the valuable aid rendered by the Woman’s Foreign Missionary 
Society to the work of the world’s evangelization, and to receive 
any communication which said Society may desire to make to this 
General Conference. 


A. C. George offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the propriety of amending the Discipline, sec. 14, page 64, by 
adding after the answer to quest. 3 the following question and 
answer: 

Quest. 4. Who shall determine the number of districts in an An- 
nual Conference ? 

Ans. The Annual Conference. 

Also to inquire into the propriety of striking out of ans. 7 to 
quest. 4 in said section the words, ‘‘To attend the Bishops when 
present in his district,’ and inserting the words, ‘To advise the 
Bishops in regard to the appointments, and to give them, when 
absent, all necessary information, by letter, of the state of his dis- 
trict.” 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Missions: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Missions be instructed to inquire 
into the propriety of changing the word ‘‘secretary”’ to ‘‘secreta- 
ries” wherever it occurs in the fourth article of the Constitution of 
the Missionary Society, and of making the pronouns correspond 
with said alterations, and of entirely omitting the second paragraph 
in said fourth article. 


SOUTH-BASTERN INDIANA. 


KE. G. Wood offered the following preamble and reso- 
lutions, and they were referred to the Committee on 


the State of the Church : 


Whereas, The word of God declares that “ the earth is the Lord’s 
and the fuliness thereof, the world and they that dwell therein,” 
“and the cattle upon a thousand hills;” and further, “ The silver is 
mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord,” and furthermore, “Ye 
are not your own, for ye are bought with a price, therefore we 
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fesolved, 1. That as good stewards over the heritage of God 
every follower of Christ should be systematic in rendering unto his 
Lord a reasonable share of all the fruits of his increase; therefore, 
be it further 

Fesolved, 2. That a reasonable share of such increase should not, 
as a general rule, be less than one tenth of all gains or profits. It 
is further 

Resolved, 3. That this body instruct all the clergy of this connec- 
tion to faithfully instruct their congregations in systematic benevo- 
lence, and as far as possible institute systematic benevolent socie- 
ties in the various Churches, with suitable constitution and by-laws 
for their government. 


F. A. Hester offered the following resolution, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be requested to in- 
quire into the expediency of instituting a Judicial Conference, to be 
composed of not more than one member of each Annual Conference, 
to be chosen by the Annual Conferences, whose duties and powers 
shall be— 

1. To meet biennially ; 

2. To try all appeals of traveling preachers, including Bishops ; 

3. To pass upon such episcopal decisions as shall be referred to 
them; and, 

4. To decide on the constitutionality of such acts of the General 
Conference as may be brought before them. 


Sampson Tincher offered the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to con- 
sider the expediency of striking out all after the word “trial” in 
line one, page 130, chap. i, sec. 5. 


SOUTH-WEST GERMAN. 


Adam Klippel offered the following resolutions, 
and they were referred to the Committee on Sunday- 
Schools and Tracts : 


Resolved, 1. That the General Conference elect an editor, who 
shall have charge of our German Sunday-School Publications. 

Resolved, 2. That the General Conference authorize the publica- 
tion of a monthly family magazine in the German language, and that 
the same be under the editorial charge of the editor of German 
Sunday-School Publications. 


TENNESSEE. 


David Rutledge presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Fraternal 
Correspondence : 
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fesolved, That the Committee on Fraternal Relations are hereby May 13. 
requested to consider the expediency of sendiug a communication, Exevents Day 
expressing our Christian sympathy and salutations, to the General 
Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, now in ses- 
sion at Nashville, Tenn., and report as soon as practicable. 


TROY. Troy. 


E. Wentworth offered the following resolution, Wentworth on 
S “ new Hymn 


which was adopted, namely : ; Book. 


fresolved, That a special Committee of one from each Book Com- 
mittee District be appointed to consider and report early upon the 
following question: ‘Ought the Hymn Book of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church to be revised? ” 


UPPER IOWA. Urprr Iowa. 


Hiram Price offered the following resolutions, which, Price on Book 
oncern 


after discussion, on motion of C. A. Holmes, were laid — Troubles. 
on the table, namely : 


Whereas, The long and bitter controversy which has been car- 
ried on in reference to the management of the affairs of the Book 
Concern of the M. E. Church in New York, involving charges of 
carelessness, mismanagement, and fraud, has had a tendency to in- 
jure the characters of certain persons connected therewith, and to 
cripple the usefulness and efficiency of the institution; and, 

Whereas, The impression prevails to an alarming extent that 
there has been, and is now, a disposition to cover up whatever of 
wrong practices there may have been, and to smother investigation 
and screen the guilty; therefore, be it 

Resolved, 1. By the representatives of the members of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church in General Conference assembled, that we 
insist upon and demand a full, thorough, and searching investiga- 
tion, without fear, favor, or affection for any and all parties, of all 
the transactions of said Book Concern which may directly or in- 
directly lead to a disclosure of all the facts connected with this case. 

Resolved, 2. That as members of this General Conference, to whom 
is intrusted for the time being the vast and varied interests of 
the Church, we pledge ourselves to leave nothing in our power 
undone to correct whatever wrongs may exist, and to punish to 
the utmost of our ability any and all who may be found guilty. 

Resolved, 3. That while we deeply regret the existence of this 
contention, aud are exceedingly anxious that strife should cease, 
and that harmony and concord should once more prevail, yet we 
are determined tliat the motto by which we shall be governed in 
this matter shall be, ‘‘ First pure, then peaceable.” 


VERMONT. VERMONT. 
On motion of J. C. W. Coxe, Paul Dillingham, a Ditlingbam 


. takes his 
lay delegate from the Vermont Conference, who had place in the 
c : 5 Jonference. 
not been present since the opening of Conference, was 


admitted to his seat, which had been hitherto occupied 
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by A. M. Dickey, a reserve of that Conference, and he 

was assigned to the several Committees in his stead. 
J. C. W. Coxe offered the following resolution, 

which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of providing for the election of stewards 
by members of the Church who are of lawful age, upon the nomi- 
nation of the preacher in charge. 


He also offered the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Missions, namely : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Missions be requested to in- 
quire into the advisability of a semi-monthly issue of the Mission-- 
ary Advocate; also whether a subscription price, sufficient at 
least to cover the cost of publication, would not be preferable to 
the present mode of gratuitous circulation. 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of so amending the Discipline, Part II, 
chap. ii, sec. 14, answer to quest. 1, ‘‘ By whom are the Presid- 
ing Elders to be chosen?” which now reads, ‘‘ By the Bishops,” that 
it shall read, ‘‘ By the members of the Annual Conference. The 
election shall be by ballot, without debate.” 


VIRGINIA. 


E. P. Phelps offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on the State of the 


Church: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church be in- 
structed to inquire into the question of our Church property in the 
South, so far as said property is in dispute or any way needs the 
consideration of this body, and recommend such action as may he 
judged proper. 


WEST WISCONSIN. 


T. M. Fullerton presented the following resolutions, 
which were referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, 1. That the Committee on Revisals be requested to in- 
quire into the expedieucy of providing a permanent fund, by annual 
collections, bequests, donations, or otler means, the interest of 
which shall be divided annually among the several Annual Confer- 
ferences, to assist in supporting the superannuated preachers, their 
widows and orphans. It is believed that in a few years sucha 
plan might become of great benefit to a worthy class of toilers in 
God’s vineyard. 

Resolved, 2. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to 
report upon the legality of a Presiding Elder, in a preliminary ex- 
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amination of charges against a traveling preacher, procuring the 
committee from members of another Annual Conference than that 
of which the accused is a member. 


WILMINGTON. 


T. J. Thompson offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of some action by this General Confer- 
ence to restrain the practice of giving nominal appointments to 
effective men. 


He also submitted the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Fesolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the expediency of so altering the Discipline, Part VI, chap. i, 
sec. 3, line 6 from the top, as to read, ‘‘To estimate the salary of 
the preacher or preachers.”’ 


Wesley Kenney offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on the State of 
the Church: 


Whereas, There exists in the leading minds of every branch of 
the great Methodist family a growing sentiment in favor of, and an 
earnest desire for the unification of Methodism, in ordér thereby to 
give it a greater efficiency as a means under God for prosecuting 
the work providentially assigned it; and, 

Whereas, The Methodist Episcopal Church in these United States— 
occupying as she does so prominent a position among the members 
of this great family—is called upon by every principle of a true 
Christian expediency, as well as by the higher obligations of duty 
to God and to the world, to take the initiative in whatever meas- 
ures may be conducive to this end; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church be and 
they hereby are instructed to deliberately and prayerfully consider 
the subject of Methodist unification in these United States, and re- 
port to this body such measures as in their judgment may be pro- 
motive of this object. 


WISCONSIN. 
G. M. Steele presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Episcopacy be instructed to 
inquire whether the Bishops in making the appointments of preach- 
ers in the Annual Conferences have overstepped the disciplinary 


limitations. 


_ He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern : 
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Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of combining the Western, North- 
western, and Central Christian Advocate in one paper and to re- 
port on the subject to the Conference. 


C. D. Pillsbury presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Temperance : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Temperance be and hereby are 
instructed to inquire into the propriety and the practicability of 
having published in the Church hymn book, by way of a supple- 
ment or otherwise, a limited number of hymns upon the subject of 
temperance. 


Henry Bannister presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Scandi- 
navian work: 

Whereas, The languages of Sweden and Norway and Denmark 
are different; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Scandinavian work be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of publishing a periodical and other 


works in the Danish language for the benefit of Norwegians and 
Danes, who speak that language only. 


He also submitted the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the propriety of changing the Discipline so as to allow 
presidents and professors of our literary institutions to be con- 
nectea by appointment of Bishops with the Quarterly Conferences 


of the circuits or stations where their respective institutions are 
located. 


On motion of George M. Steele, a committee of nine 
was ordered on woman’s work in the Church. 

The Mississippi delegation asked and obtained leave 
to substitute G. Wiley Wells for A. C. M’Donald on 
the Special Committee on the Book Concern. 

Parker Jaques asked leave of absence for Chandler 
Beale of the Maine delegation for the remainder of 
the session, and the request was granted. 

The organization of the Special Committee on the 
Book Concern was announced, B. R. Bonner having 
been chosen chairman, and A. D. Wilbor, secretary. 

Conference adjourned. 

After the doxology was sung, the benediction was 
pronounced by Luke H. Wiseman of the British Con- 
ference. 
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TUESDAY MORNING, MAY 14, 


Conference met this morning, Bishop Simpson in 
the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by S. 
M. Merrill, of the Ohio Conference. 

_ The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read 
and approved. 

At the request of the respective delegations, the 
following named changes were made on the standing 
Committees, namely : 

D. C. Huntington, East Genesee, was placed on the 
Cominittee on Appeals, instead of S. Hubbard. 

J. B. Quigg was placed on the special Committee on 
the Book Concern, instead of D. M. Bates. 

C. Hill, Wilmington, was placed on the Committee 
on Itinerancy, instead of J. B. Quigg. 

D. M. Bates was placed on the Committee on Re- 
visals, instead of C. Hill. 

R. Sapp presented the following resolutions: 

Resolved, 1. That the words “or a chairman appointed by the 
Bishops,” be inserted after the words, “in the presence of a Bishop 
presiding,” in Part III, chap. ii, sec. 1, clause 2, of the Discipline. 

Resolved, 2. That the Bishops are hereby authorized to aypoint a 


chairman to preside in all appeal cases during the present session 
of this body. 


On motion of R. Sapp, the order of business was 
suspended to consider the foregoing resolutions, 

On motion, the rule by which a proposed change in 
the Discipline must lie over one day before it is acte | 
on, was suspended. 

J. Kiger moved as a substitute, that the Conter- 
ence, on Thursday, at 10 o’clock, proceed to the elec- 
tion of Bishops, which substitute was laid on the 
table by a count vote of 197 to 97; after which, on 
motion of I. A. Hammer, the resolutions were laid on 
the table. 

On motion, George G. Reynolds, of New York 
East Conference, was granted leave of absence, and 
John French, a reserve delegate of that Conference, 
was admitted in his stead. 
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C. ©. Stratton, of Oregon, was placed on the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries, instead of. George Abernethy. 

The roll of Conferences was then called for the pres- 
entation of petitions, memorials, and appeals, which 
were presented and referred, as follows: 


BALTIMORE. 


L. F. Morgan presented a memorial from James A. 
Burris and others, of Piedmont Station, West Virginia, ' 
on the subject of boundaries, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 

He also presented resolutions of the District Stew- 
ards’ Meeting of Winchester District, on the subject 
of boundaries, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Boundaries. 


BLACK RIVER. 


I. 8. Bingham presented extracts from the Black 
River Conference Journal, on the Bible Society, which 
were referred to special Committee on the American 
Bible Society. 

He also presented the action of the Black River 
Conference on Temperance, and it was referred to the 
Committee on that subject. 


CENTRAL GERMAN, 


William Nast presented a petition with regard to 
Freemasonry, from the pastor and ninety-eight mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church at Warren, 
Illinois, and it was referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Church. — 


CENTRAL NEW YORK. 


A. J. Phelps presented a remonstrance against 
change of boundaries, signed by G. H. Van Vliet and 
forty-two others, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Boundaries. 

F. F. Jewell presented a petition of M. 8. Hand and 
twenty-eight others on boundaries, which was referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries. 

He also presented the action of his Conference ask- 
ing the establishment of a New Monthly Magazine, 
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and it was referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern. i 

He also presented the action of the Central New 
York Conference on Missionary Literature, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Missions. 

He also presented the action of the Conference ask- 
ing for the enlargement of the Sunday-School Advo- 
cate, and that it be issued weekly, which was referred 
to the Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts. 

A. J. Phelps presented a remonstrance against the 
change of boundaries, signed by George F. Folts and 
forty-one others, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Boundaries. 

He also presented the petition of G. M. Pierce and 
others, ministers and laymen, resident in Utah, for the 
formation of the Rocky Mountain Conference, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

B.S. Wright presented a remonstrance of 8. M. Fisk 
and thirteen others against any change in the bound- 
aries of this Conference, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 

F. F. Jewell presented the memorial of H. L. Kelsey 
and fifteen others on the subject of boundaries, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Boundaries, 

B. I. Ives presented the action of the Central New 
York Conference on the subject of Temperance, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Temperance. 


CENTRAL OHIO. 


8. L. Roberts presented the action of Delaware Dis- 
trict Meeting in relation to the boundary, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


CINCINNATI. 


R. 8. Rust presented a petition from the Quarterly 
Conference of Union Chapel, Cincinnati, asking that 
the Ohio District of the Washington Conference be set 
apart as a separate Conference or be attached to the 
Lexington Conference, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 

J. F. Marlay presented a memorial from M. Dustin 
and William Simmons asking the General Conference. 
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to define the ministerial status of our Bishops, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 


: COLORADO. 
B. T. Vincent presented the papers relating to the 
appeal of W. M. Smith, and they were referred to the 


Committee on Appeals. 


DES MOINES. 


Bennett Mitchell presented petitions as follows: - 
asking for the division of the Des Moines Confer- 
ence, namely: from B. F. W. Cozier and seven 
others, from W. M. Wallace and two others, from E. 
Abbott and three others, from C. Daman and nine 
others, from E. 8. Northrop and nine others, all of 
which were referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Joseph Knotts presented the remonstrance of Rev. 
F. Harris against the division of the Des Moines Con- 
ference, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

U. P. Golliday presented the petition of himself 
and others to provide for the restoration of ordination 
papers in certain cases, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Revisals. 

Joseph Knotts presented the following named peti- 
tions and remonstrances against the division of the 
Des Moines Conference, namely: from W. 8. Hooker 
and twenty-three others, from B. Shinn and other min- 
isters of Council Bluff District, from W. W. Welch 
and six others, from the pastors of Wesley and of 
Bunns’ Chapels, Des Moines City, and twenty-one 
others, all of which were referred to the Committee 
on Boundaries. 

H. C. Sigler presented the following named remon- 
strances against the division of the Des Moines Con- 
ference, namely: from J. 8. Moore and eleven others, 
from Simpson Guyer and fifteen others, from O. G. 
Brown and eight others, from J. C. R. Layton and 
eleven others, from Philip Zollman and ten others, all 
of which were referred to the Committee on Bound- 
aries. 

P. F. Bresee presented the remonstrance of D. 
M’Intyre and ten others against the division of the 
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Des Moines Conference, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 

U. P. Golliday presented the remonstrance of J. 
M. Holmes and fourteen others against the division 
of the Des Moines Conference, aa it was referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 

He also presented the remonstrance of M. Miller 
and twenty-four others on the same subject, and it 
was referred to the same committee. 

J. Knotts presented the remonstrance against the 
division of the Conference, signed by the members of 
the Quarterly Conference a New York Cir cuit, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

U. P. Golliday presented a memorial of W. T. 
Smith and eight others against the division of the 
Conference, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

He also presented the remonstrance of P. P. Ingals 
and seventeen others against the division of the Con- 
ference, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

EAST GENESEE. 


R. Hogoboom presented a petition for a change in 
the Discipline relative to dress, signed by William 
Butler and ten others. 

He also presented a petition from the Geneva Dis- 
trict Association requesting the General Conference to 
insert the Apostles’ Creed in the Discipline, both of 
which were referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


GENESEE. 


R. L. Waite presented the action of the Buffalo Dis- 
trict Ministerial Association on Episcopacy, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Episcopacy, 


» GEORGIA. 


Wesley Prettyman presented a petition of three 
traveling preachers and forty-two other members of 
the Church against the organization of a Conference 
of colored preachers in Georgia, and it was referred to 


the Committee on Boundaries. 
13 
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HOLSTON. 


N. E. Cobleigh presented the action of the Holston 
Conference in reference to the Methodist Advocate 
published at Atlanta, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Book Concern. 

He also presented the memorial of the Knoxville 
Ministerial Association of Holston Conference in refer- 
ence to a university in the South, which was referred 
to the Committee on Education. 


LEXINGTON. 


W. L. Muir presented a petition of D. P. Jones and 
eighteen others asking that Ohio District be annexed 
to the Lexington Conference, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 


LOUISIANA. 


L. C. Matlack presented a petition against masonry, 
signed by A. Graw and five official members, and it 
was referred to the Committee on the State of the 
Church, after a motion to lay it on the table had been 
lost. 


MAINE. 


P. Jaques presented the action of the Maine Con- 
ference on family worship; also the action of the 
Conference on amusements, both of which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on the State of the Church. 


MICHIGAN. 


G. B. Jocelyn presented a memorial from the Albion 
District Association of the Michigan Conference in 
reference to District Conferences, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

J. M. Reid presented a memorial from O. E. Burch 
and sixty-nine others on the subject of masonry, which 
was referred to the Committee on the State of the 
Church. 
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MINNESOTA. 


J. Nicols presented a memorial of himself and 
others for a book depository in St. Paul, which was 
_ referred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 


NEW ENGLAND. 


W. R. Clark presented a memorial from the Presid- 
ing Elders of the New England Conferences on the 
subject of Presiding Elders, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented a memorial from the New En- 
gland Conferences on behalt of the Woman’s Foreign 
Missionary Society, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Missions. 

He also presented a joint memorial from the New 
England Educational Convention and Boston Wes- 
leyan Association on the subject of establishing a lit- 
erary magazine, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Education. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


R. 8. Stubbs presented the New Hampshire Confer- 
ence memorial on boundaries, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 

C. M. Dinsmore presented a memorial signed hy O. 
W. Scott and others on the better observance of the 
Sabbath, and it was referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Church. 

R. 8. Stubbs presented so much of the New Hamp- 
shire Conference memorial as relates to the publishing 
@ new magazine, and it was referred to the Committee 
on the Book Concern. 


NEW YORK. 


J. B. Cornell presented the action of the Quarterly 
Conferences of St. Luke’s, Central, Thirtieth-street, 
Lexington Avenue, and Washington Square Churches 
on boundaries. A 

He also presented the action of the City Church Ex- 
tension and Missionary Society for change of boundaries 
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in New York city, both of which were referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 


NORTH INDIANA. 


W. R. West presented the appeal of William R. 
Hoback, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Appeals. 


NORTH OHIO. 


F. S. Hoyt presented the petition of W. C. Nichols. 
and twenty others, of Cardington Charge, against a 
change of Conference relations, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 

He also presented the following named petitions 
against a change of Conference relations, namely: from 
Edwin Booth and ninety others, from Z. B. Baker and 
twenty-seven others, from Samuel Waddell and ninety- 
nine others, from J. Drolesbaugh and one hundred and 
ninety-two others, from M. D. Chilson and eighty-six. 
others, from John Picking and thirteen others, all of 
which were referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

The Secretary read a telegram from the General 
Conterence of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, 
now in session at Nashville, Tennessee, to which, on 
motion of J. Braden, the President and Secretary were 
instructed to respond. 

At*this stage of the proceedings Bishop Simpson 
reported that Bishop Janes’s health was improving. 


OREGON. 


C. C. Stratton presented a memorial relating to the 
purchase of lots in Portland, Oregon, for a Book De- 
pository, signed by M. H. Walkins and seven others, 
and it was referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


C. Albright presented the following named papers, 
protesting against a change of boundaries in Philadel- 
phia Conference, namely : protest of the Hummelstown 
Circuit, protest of the Halifax Quarterly Conference, 
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protest of Rev. R. H. Pattison and others, all of which 
were referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


PROVIDENCE. - 


M. J. Talbot presented an extract from the Provi- 
dence Conference Journal on Temperance, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Temperance. 

He also presented the action of the Conference on 
Missionary Periodicals; and also the action of the Con- 
ference relative to Missionaries in the South, both of 
which were referred to the Committee on Missions. 

He also presented the proceedings of the New En- 
gland Conference of Presiding Elders on forfeiture of 
membership and official standing ; also the action of 
the same body in relation to Local Preachers, both of 
which were referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented a resolution of the Presiding Eld- 
ers’ Conference of New England on abolishing proba- 
tion for Church membership, and it was referred to 
the Committee on the State of the Church. 

D. H. Ela presented a resolution of the Providence 
Conference on a new magazine, and it was referred to 
the Committee on the Book Concern. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


_ A. Webster presented the petition of A. Howard 
and forty-four others against any distinction on ac- 
count of race or color by separate Conferences or sit- 
tings; also a petition of J. HE. Lawney and ninety-four 
others on the same subject, both of which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


SOUTHERN ILLINOIS. 


E. Joy presented a memorial of J. Lane and others 
respecting boundaries, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 

G. W. Hughey presented a petition signed by J. P. 
Logan and eleven others against masonry, and it was 
referred to the Committee on the State of the Church. 

Wm. Stoker presented a petition of W. Stoker and 
others to change the name of the Southern Illinois 
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Conference, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 


UPPER IOWA. 


John Bowman presented a petition, signed by J. 
Bowman and four others, asking a correction of chap- 
ter ix of the Discipline, where our people are accused 
of a want of moral honesty, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Revisals. 


WEST VIRGINIA. 


Alexander Martin presented a memorial for the en- 
largement of the boundaries of the West Virginia 
Conference, signed by himself and five others, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

J. Wesley Webb presented a memorial on bound- 
aries from Henry Binger and fifty others, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


WISCONSIN. 


}. D. Pillsbury presented resolutions of the Wiscon- 
sin Conference on the subject of the Episcopacy, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

He also presented resolutions of the Conference re- 
specting the Scandinavian Work, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Scandinavian Work. 

A letter of Rev. John B. Thompson, asking if it 
would be the pleasure of the Conference to receive a 
deputation from the Free Church of Italy, now in this 
country, of which Father Gavazzi is one, was read, 
and, on motion of John Braden, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Introduction of Fraternal Deleyates. 

The roll of Conferences was called for the presenta- 
tion of Resolutions and Miscellaneous Business, and 
they were presented and disposed of as follows: 


BLACK RIVER. 


L. L. Palmer offered the following resolutions, which 
were referred to the Commitiee on Revisals: 


Fesolved, 1. That the words, ‘‘the Apostles’ Creed, and all other 
things which a Christian ought to know and believe to his soul’s 
health,” (Discipline, Part IV, page 142,) be stricken out, so as to 
read: ‘‘and learn the Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Commandments, and 
the Catechism, in order,”’ ete. 
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Resolved, 2. That the invitation in the Ritual for the Lord’s Sup- May 14. 
per in our Discipline be changed by striking out the first part of Tweurrn Day. 
the same as far as, and’ including, the word “ wherefore,” so that Chance of Rit- 
the invitation shall begin as follows, namely: ual. 

‘Ye that do truly and earnestly repent of your sins,” etc. 


CALIFORNIA. * Canrroryra. 


Joseph Wythe presented the following resolutions, Wythe on Buri- 
‘ B : A al Service, 
which were referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, 1. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed so to 
revise the Burial Service in the Ritual as to make it suitable to the 
various classes of deceased persons. 
Resolved, 2. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- Semi-annual 


quire into the expediency of so altering the Discipline as to substi- Conferences. 
tute Semi-annual Conferences for Quarterly Conferences. 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS. Cae ILLe 

F. M. Chaffee offered the following resolutions, Chaffee on Mis- 


4 < sionary Ad- 
which were referred to the Committee on the Book caer 


Concern : 


Resolved, 1. That the Committee on Missions be requested to in- 
quire into the expediency of abandoning the publication of the 
“ Missionary Advocate: Provided, ample missionary departments 
shall be opened in all our periodicals for publishing missionary 
matter. 

Resolved, 2. That the Committee on the Book Concern be re- 
quested to inquire into the expediency of opening a department 
for the publication of missionary matter in all of our periodicals, 
and thus supersede the “ Missionary Advocate.” 

Resolved, 3. That the Committee on the Book Concern be re- Reducing the 
quested to inquire into the expediency of reducing the number of ee o 
our weekly papers, and making those published of a much higher Le ery 
grade, and as cheap as possible. 


CENTRAL OHIO. CENTRAL O§ETO. 


William Lawrence presented the following resolu- a 


tion, which was referred to the Committee on the State Methodism. 
of the Church: 


Resolved, That in the opinion of this General Conference there 
should be in the United States but one General Conference for all 
Methodist Episcopal Churches, regardless of the color of members 
or of past. differences, and to secure this object the Bishops are 
directed to address to other Conferences and Bishops such frater- 
nal communications, and adopt such measures, as in their judgment 
may tend to speedily unite all Methodist Episcopal Churches under 


one General Conference. 


CINCINNATI. Civomnart. 
Marley on Cer- 


J. F. Marlay submitted the following resolution, — tifcate of 


and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals : bership. 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to con- 
sider the propriety of so changing the ‘‘ Note of Recommendation,” 
in ans. 5, quest. 2, sec. 17, chap. ii, Part II, of the Discipline, that 
it shall read: 

“This willicertify that... 2.5 © seer is a member of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church in this charge, in good and regular standing. 
As such .... is, at .... own request, hereby affectionately com- 
mended to the communion of .............. , or of any other 
Church of our Lord Jesus Christ with whom God may providen- 
tially appoint .... residence; and when.so received by them, .... 
peculiar relation to us will be dissolved.” 


DETROIT. 


T. G. Potter presented the following preamble and 
resolution, and they were referred to the Committee on 
the Book Concern : 


Whereas, The editors of our Church papers appear to be the re- 
cipients of numerous and pressing invitations to officiate at church 
dedications, and on other occasions of merely local interest; and 

Whereas, The acceptance by editors of such invitations involves 
an expenditure of time and energy which must seriously impair 
their efficiency in the direction of their official duties; and 

Whereas, The character of our periodicals does uot indicate need 
of a wider sphere for editorial genius than the press affords; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That our editors be instructed to decline such invitations 
in future. 


ERIE. 


R. H. Hurlburt submitted the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern: 

Resolved, That the name of the Book Concern ought to be changed 
so that the ‘‘Conzern” shall never again appear in the name. We 


recommend that it be called the “‘ Methodist Episcopal Publishing 
House.” 


ILLINOIS. 


W.S. Prentice submitted the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, Our Discipline contains no express directions concerning 
the method of constituting Sunday-school Superintendents; and 

Whereas, There is a lack of uniformity among us on this subject; 
therefore, : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of introducing into the Book of Discipline spe- 
cific instructions as to the manner of constituting Sunday-school 
Superintendents. 


W. E. Johnson offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern: 
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Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be requested 
to consider the propriety of so concentrating our periodical inter- 
ests as to have not more than three weekly Advocates, one at New 
York, one in the Mississippi Valley, and one on the Pacific, that 
the Agents may be enabled to furnish better papers and at less 
cost to our people. 


INDIANA. oes 


W. MK, Hester offered the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Episcopacy : 


esolwed, That the Committee on the Episcopacy be requested to 
inquire into the expediency of giving authority to Superintendents 
of Missions, as Presidents of Mission Conferences, in the absence of 
a Bishop to ordain persons to the office of a Deacon or Elder. 


_ John J. Hight presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Special Committee on the 
Support of the Bishops: 


Resolved, That the Special Committee on Support of the Bishops be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of amending the Discipline, 
Part VI, chap. i, page 267, by substituting for sec. 1 the following: 


“SECTION I. 
“The Support of Bishops, and the Families of deceased Bishops. 


“ Quest. 1. What provision shall be made for the support of the 
Bishops? 

‘* Ans. 1. It shall be the duty of the Book Committee at their an- 
nual meeting in November to estimate, after consulting with the 
Bishops, the amounts necessary to pay their traveling expenses, 
and furnish them a competent support during the year beginning 
with January following. 

“ Ans. 2. 'The Book Committee shall apportion the total amount 
estimated for support and traveling expenses of the Bishops to 
the Annual Conferences, according to the judgment of the Com- 

ittee. 

- “ Ans: 3. The Presiding Elders, or a committee appointed for 
that purpose by the Annual Conference, shall before January ap- 
portion to the Districts and Charges the amount asked of the An- 
nual Conference, and the said sums shall be paid out of the first 
money raised by public collections for the support of the ministry. 

“ Ans. 4. It shall be the duty of the Presiding Elder to see that 
these sums are raised, and if one collection is not sufficient, to lift 
others; to receive the money and remit as often as every three 
months to the treasurer of the Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church at Cincinnati, and present a detailed report of collections 
and remittances to his Annual Conference. 

“ Ans. 5. If this plan does not produce sufficient funds to pay the 
drafts of the Bishops, at any time when the period is past for which 
said drafts are drawn the said treasurer shall draw on the Book 
Concern, to be refunded if the money is received from the Presid- 
ing Elders; and all delinquencies on the part of an Annual Con- 
ference shall be charged pene the dividends declared by the 

neern for said Conference. 
ARES What provision shall be made for the support of the 
widows and children of deceased Bishops? 
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“ Ans. 1. It shall be the duty of an Annual Conference within 
whose bounds such persons may reside, to appoint annually a Com- 
mittee to make an estimate of the amount necessary to assist said 
widow or child, and forward the same to the Book Committee be- 
fore their annual meeting in November, and the Committee shall 
make such allowance in each case as they may deem proper. 

“ Ans. 2. The President of an Aunual Conference within whose 
bounds said widow or child may live shall draw on the Book Con- 
cern for the sums thus allowed, and the total said sums so drawn 
shall be deducted from the dividends declared by the Book Concern 
to all the Conferences, and a statement of the amount shall be sent 
to the Annual Conferences,” 


KENTUCKY. 


H. Shaw, Jr., offered the following resolution, and it 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resolved, That all of paragraph 2, sec. 6, Part V, of the Discipline, 
after the words “San Francisco,” and that the words, “‘ to be chosen 
from among the traveling preachers,” in paragraph 6, sec. 6, Part V, 
of the Discipline, and all of the same paragraph, section and Part 
of Discipline after the words “‘New York,” be stricken out of the 
Discipline. 

MAINE. 

Parker Jaques offered the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Fraternal Cor- 
respondence: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Fraternal Relations be in- 
structed to inquire relative to the practicability of bringing the 
communications of corresponding bodies and the addresses of fra- 


ternal delegates within the limits of a single session of this body ; 
and, if practicable, report a plan for so doing. 


MICHIGAN. 


John M. Reid moved that after one more call 
through the three Items of regular business the call be 
then suspended, unless otherwise specially ordered. A 
motion to lay this motion on the table was carried by 
a vote of 121 to 113. 


MINNESOTA. 
J. O. Rich offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolwed, That the Discipline be so changed as to limit Deacons 
and Elders’ Orders to those who are members of an Aunual Con- 
ference. 


NEBRASKA. 


T. B. Lemon offered the following resolution, and it 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 
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Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be and they 
are hereby instructed to consider the propriety of limiting the 
credit ou all sales of books and periodicals to the term of twelve 
months, at which time, if not paid, the account shall be closed by 


note and ample security, and no additional credit shall be given till 
the note is paid. . 


He also offered the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be and they are hereby 
requested to consider the propriety of striking from answer in Dis- 
cipline to quest. 4, sec. 12, pages 88 and 89, the terms, “or an 
Annual,” so that tlie answer will read as follows, to wit: 

“ They may be received as licentiates, provided they give satis- 
faction to a Quarterly Wonference that they are suitable persons to 
exercise the office, and of their agreement with the doctrines, Disci- 
pline, government, and usages of our Church. 


NEWARK. 


J. T. Crane offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of inserting in the Discipline, as a Sec- 
tion on Temperance Reform, the following : 


The Temperance Reform. 


We regard the common use of intoxicants as the bane and _ bur- 
den of civilized communities. Among even Christian nations they 
are a prolific source of evil of every description, attacking the pub- 
lic welfare at every point. In our own land the manufacture and 
sale of alcoholic beverages involve an enormous waste of the fruits 
of national industry, and cause nearly all the abject want and pau- 
perism known among us. The general use creates a soil in which 
vice, crime, and disorder of every sort grow rank. 

The drinking habits of the people are destructive of public and 
private virtue, safety, and prosperity, and hostile to human happi- 
ness in all its forms, both in this life and that which is to come. 
This hideous vice stands before us as the representative and em- 
bodiment of all wrong and ruin, the great obstacle in the way of 
the Church and of the salvation of: souls. 

Our deliberate judgment is that to engage in.the manufacture or 
sale of intoxicants, intended to be used as a beverage, is immoral; 
and that even the occasional needless use of them is unwise and to 
be avoided, being unsafe to him who indulges in them, and danger- 
ous as an example to others. 

While we thus recognize the drinking habits of the people as the 
direct antagonist of the Gospel, we also recognize the Temperance 
Reform as an essential part of the true work of the Church. Every 
Quarterly Conference shall therefore appoint a Standing Committee 
consisting of three or more members, the preacher in charge being 
chairman ex officio, to be called the Committee on Temperance 
Reform. It shall be the duty of this Committee wherever practi- 

able— 
i 1. To provide from time to time for the delivery of sermons and 
addresses on the subject of Temperance, both in the Sunday-school 
and the public congregation, and also by means of the press to dis- 
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seminate, as widely as possible, solid information in regard to the 
evils which we deplore. 

2. To organize in each Church and Sunday-school a Temperance 
Society, and labor to secure by pledge or otherwise an avowed ad- 
herence of the whole community to the principles and practice of 
Total Abstinence, and enlist them in the active work of reform. 

3. To report their action to the Quarterly Conference, to which 
body they shall be amenable. 

4. To co-operate with others in all right measures for the sup- 
pression of the traffic in intoxicating drinks, and for the furtherance 
of the general cause. 

In our foreign mission fields, where opium and other drugs are 
employed for purposes of intoxication, no professed convert shall 
be received on probation or retained in Church membership while 
addicted to any vicious indulgence of the nature indicated. 


James Strong, a lay delegate from the Newark Con- 
ference, asked and obtained leave of absence for two 
days, and Amos Hoagland, a reserve, was admitted in 
his stead. . 


NEW ENGLAND. 


David Sherman offered the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Boundaries: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Boundaries be requested to in- 
quire into the propriety of changing the name of the New England 
Conference to Boston Conference. 


NEW JERSEY. 


I. D. King presented the following resolutions, and 
they were referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, 1. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to con- 
sider the propriety of amending the Discipline so as to remove the 
invidious distinctions between the Christian Sacraments, by which 
a Deacon is authorized to administer Baptism, and is made an as- 
sistant to the Elder in the administration of the Lord’s Supper. 

Resolved, 2. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the propriety of amending sec. 1, chap. iii, Part I, page 
44, by inserting between lines three and four the following, to wit: 
“And that they may be able so to do, let the minister be careful 
to use the form of the Lord’s Prayer found in our Discipline.” 


NEW YORK. 


L. H. King offered the following resolution, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be requested to con- 
sider the propriety of recommending to the Conferences the securing 
of houses to be known as Conference Parsonages, to be owned hy the 
Conference, and occupied by such worn-out preachers, or widows 
and orphans, as the Conference shall designate. 
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NORTH OHIO. 


W. C. Peirce offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the propriety of so changing the Discipline on page 57, 
lines eight and nine from the top, as to make it read, ‘and renew 
their license annually, and to recommend the renewal of the licenses 
of exhorters annually, when,” ete.; or so as to make it read, ‘and 
renew their license, and to recommend the renewal of the license 
of exhorters annually, when,” etc., thus making it harmonize with 
the language on page 114, lines eight and eleven, and on page 314, 
sec. 8, ‘‘ Rights of Quarterly Conferences,” ete. 


OREGON. 


J. F. Devore offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals consider the propriety of 
striking out or expunging from our Discipline every thing on the sub- 
ject of slavery as found on page 34, Part I, and in sec. 4. Also 


the following clause, ‘‘Slaveholding; buying or selling slaves,” as 
found on page, 30. 


PITTSBURGH. 


John Williams presented the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 


quire into the expediency of changing the Discipline so as to extend 
the term of ministerial probation from two to four years. 


C. A. Holmes offered the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals shall inquire into the 
propriety of so changing the Discipline as to do away with all pro- 
vision for the ordination of Local Preachers. 


PROVIDENCE. 


D. H. Ela offered the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the Agents of the Book Concern be and they are 
hereby directed to furnish to the Committee on the Book Concern a 
statement of the number of subscribers to the monthly and quar- 
terly magazines published by them. 


EK. H. Waring moved to amend by adding “also 
the General Minutes, and weekly papers, and Quar- 
terly Review.” 

J. Rothweiler moved as a substitute for the resolu- 
tion that the Book Agents report to the Conference 
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the number of subscribers to our various periodicals, 
and cost of the whole. 

E. H. Waring moved to amend the substitute by 
adding the cost of the General Minutes, which amend- 
ment was admitted by the mover of the substitute. 

On motion, the substitute was laid on the table. 

I. 8. Bingham moved, as a substitute for the original 
resolution, that the Committee on the Book Concern 
shall have the right, and are hereby authorized to call 
on the Agents of the Book Concern for any informa- 
tion which the Cominittee may want. This motion. 
prevailed. 

C. A. Loeber asked to be excused from serving on 
the Committee on the Scandinavian work, and his re- 
quest was granted, and Frederick Kapp was appointed 
in his stead. 

On motion of B. I. Ives the order of the day, 
namely, the reception of fraternal delegates from the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Canada, was taken up. 

Bishop Richardson of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Canada was introduced to the Conference. 
The credentials of the Rev. Joseph Wild, D.D., and 
of the Rev. Michael Benson, delegates from that 
Church, and the address of the General Conference of 
that Church to this General Conference, were then 
read, after which the delegates severally addressed the 
Conference. [For Credentials and Addresses, see Ap- 
pendix 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.] 

At the conclusion of the addresses, on motion of 
Gilbert Haven, the following resolution was adopted, 
namely : 

Resolved, That we have heard with especial pleasure the words 
of our brethren of the Canada Methodist Episcopal Church in favor 
of union with the Methodist Episcopal Church, and that a commit- 


tee of nine be appointed on Church union, to which these addresses 
and all other papers upon this subject shall be referred. 


ROCK RIVER. 


The following resolution, offered by Grant Goodrich, 
asking for a change of the Discipline, was referred to 
the Committee on Reyvisals : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to con- 


sider the propricty of so changing the Discipline as to allow of a 
division of the lay and clerical vote only on changes of Discipline. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA. 


J. B. Middleton offered the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on the Episco- 


pacy: 


Whereas, God, in the mysterious dispensations of his providence, 
has seen fit to bereave and afflict our Church since the last session 
of this Conference, in the death of four of our beloved Superintend- 
ents; and, : 

Whereas, A very large number are to be elected to the laborious 
and responsible position of General Superintendents in our Church, 
therefore, 

Resolved, That a day be appointed, prior to the election of Bish- 
ops, to be observed by this Conference and the Church as a day of 
fasting, humiliation, and prayer to Almighty God that he would 
mercifully pardon our offenses, and condescend so to direct in the 
coming elections that the best men for this office shall be chosen, 
and God thereby be honored, and the interest of his cause be greatly 
promoted. 


SOUTHERN ILLINOIS. 
B. R. Pierce offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resolved, That the Book Committee for the next quadrennium be 
instructed to publish the salaries of General Conference officers, in- 
cluding Bishops and editors. 


SOUTH-WEST GERMAN. 
On motion of Adam Klippel, the following resolu- 
tion was referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the propriety of so amending the Book of Discipline as to ad- 
mit lay representation in the Annual Conferences, and report their 
action to this body as soon as possible. 


Philip Kuhl offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted : 


Resolved, That one copy of the Daily Christian Advocate be sent 
to each foreign Mission of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


TENNESSEE. 


David Rutledge offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Book 


Concern: 
Whereas, There is a general lack of interest in the Missionary 


Advocate among our people, and more especially among the chil- 
dren of our Sunday-schools; therefore,. 
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Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be requested 
to inquire into the expediency of changing the form, title, and price 
of the Missionary Advocate, so as to make it as attractive and in- 
teresting as its importance demands. 


He also presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Sunday-Schools and 
Tracts : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts be 
requested to consider the subject of the attendance of the children 
of our Sunday-schools on public worship; also, whether some rec- 
ommendation by the General Conference requesting and providing 


for the attendance of teachers with their classes on public worship, 
would not secure this desirable object. 


WEST VIRGINIA. 


T. H. Logan presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Missions: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Missions be instructed to con- 
sider the expediency of discontinuing the publication of the Mis- 
sionary Advocate, and of appropriating a portion of the money 


heretofore expended for that purpose in publishing one or more 
columns of missionary matter in the Sunday-School Advocate. 


WEST WISCONSIN. 


John E. Stillman presented the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Sunday- 
Schools and Tracts: 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed by the General 
Conference now in session to report what action, if any, is neces- 
sary to more thoroughly instruct the baptized children of the 


Church in its doctrines, and, by organizing them into classes, to pro- - 
mote their conversion, and save them to our common Zion. 


WILMINGTON. 


John B. Quigg offered the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to con- 
sider the propriety of amending the Discipline, in answer to quest. 
1, sec. 5, page 126, by striking out the words, ‘‘ who shall not be 


members of the Quarterly Conference,” after the words, “‘ before a 
Committee of not less than five.” 


WISCONSIN. 


W. G. Miller offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 
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Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of establishing a Book Depository in 
the city of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


W. KR. Clark announced that William Claflin, a lay 
delegate of the New England Conference, was present, 
and he was admitted to a seat in the Conference, and 
assigned to the several Committees in place of James 
P. Magee, a reserve, who had been serving in his 
stead. 

The Committees were called and reports presented 
and disposed of as follows : 

Joseph M. Trimble, Chairman of the Committee on 
Episcopacy, reported back the petition of Mary F. 
Thomas and five others, in relation to the ordination 
of women to the Gospel ministry, with the recommen- 
dation that it be referred to the special Committee on 
Woman’s Work in the Church; and it was referred 
accordingly. 

He also reported back a resolution of D. Steven- 
son, in relation to a deputation to the General Con- 
ference of the Church South, and on his recommenda- 
tion it was referred to the Committee on the State of 
the Church. 

L. C. Matlack, Chairman of the Committee on 
Boundaries, submitted a report in two items: Item 
one relating to the paper on boundaries presented by 
the Bishops, and Item two describing the boundaries 
of the Arkansas and the Indiana Conferences. 

The first item was read, and, on motion, was laid on 
the table, and its printing peler ed. 

The second item was read, when Luke Tiéchanok 
moved that it be laid on the table and printed. 

F. A. Hester moved to recommit this item. On 
motion of L. C. Matlack, the motion to recommit was 
laid on the table, and the original motion to lay on 
the table and print prevailed. 

On motion of 8S. W. Thomas, the time KE: the session 
was extended. 

Gilbert Haven, Chairman of the Committee on 
Missions, presented Report No. I, providing for the re- 
organization of the General Missionary Committee. 


John M. Walden moved to lay the report on the 
14 


209 


May 14. 
Tweirru Day, 


W. Claflin ad- 
mitted to a 
seat. 


Committee on 
Episcopacy 
Report ES 
ers on B 
dination of 
Women to the 
Ministry. 


Also on Depu- 
tation to M. 
E. Church, 
South. 


Committee on 
Boundaries 
Report on 
Boundaries 
of Arkanégas 
and Indiana 
Conferences. 


Both laid on 
the table to 
be printed. 


Committee on 
Missions sub- 
mitted Re- 
port No. I. 


210 


May 14. 
TweELrru Day. 


Laid on the ta- 
ble to be™ 
printed. 


Committee on 
Appeals, 


N. 8. Berry ap- 
ointed to the 
pecial Com- 

- mittee on the 
Book Con- 
cern. 


May 15. 


THIRTEENTH 
AY. 


Committee on 
Woman’s 
Work in the 
Church. 


Journal of the General Conference. [1872. 


table, that it be printed, and made the order of the 
day for’ Thursday next. 

Otis Gibson moved, as a substitute, that the report 
be recommitted, with instructions to so arrange the 
districts as to give a representative in the General 
Missionary Committee to the Pacific Coast Confer- 
ferences. I. A. Hammer moved to amend the substi- 
tute by striking out all that relates to instructions. 
Pending this amendment, on motion of William Stoker, 
the substitute and amendment were laid on the table, 
and the original motion prevailed. 

At the suggestion of Bishop Simpson, the first sec- 
tion of the Committee on Appeals was enlarged by in- 
cluding all members whose names commence with any 
letter of the alphabet preceding the letter M. The 
second section to comprise those whose names begin 
with M, or any letter of the alphabet below it. 

At the request of the New Hampshire delegation 
C. M. Dinsmore was excused from the Special Com- 
mittee on the Book Concern, and N.S. Berry was ap- 
pointed in his stead. 

On motion Conference adjourned. The doxology 
having been sung, the benediction was pronounced by 
William Nast, of the Central German Conference. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING, MAY 15, 


Conference met this morning, Bishop Ames in the 
chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by 
Matthew Sorin, of the Saint Louis Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read 
and approved. 

The Chair announced the following Special Commit- 
tees, namely : 


ON WOMAN’S WORK IN THE CHURCH. 


I. W. Wiley, W. F. Day, 

P. Jaques, G. B. Jocelyn, 
T. H. Logan, J. B. Wakeley, 
R. L. Waite, D. A. Whedon, 


J. E. Stillman. 
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ON UNION WITH THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL = uiepsnon 
CHURCH IN CANADA AND OTHER BODIES. Dak: 
Committee on 
Gilbert Haven, - Willard Ives, tier 
J. M. Reid, Ape Smart, Churches. 
George Peck, A. Webster, 
R. 8. Rust, M. D’C. Crawford, 
M. Sorin. 
ON REVISION OF THE HYMN BOOK. Committee on 


Revision of 
1st Book Committee District, C.S. Harrington, {¢,Hym 


Book, 
2d- a ‘f John Miley, 
3d i cc J. T. Crane, 
4th he Ky Samuel Barnes, 
5th ey id E. Wentworth, 
6th ¥; B. I. Ives, 
7th aa ' be ; William Hunter, 
8th “ i F. 8. Hoyt, 
9th = 2 J. F. Marley, 
10th - ° L. R. Fisk, 
11th : se C. H. Fowler, 
12th si “ B. T. Vincent, 
13th ee se W. R. Davis, 
14th se a Robert Allyn, 
15th * et C. A. Loeber. 
ON SANCTITY OF THE SABBATH. Committee on 
the Sanctity 
J. E. Latimer, B. B. Hamlin, atest ay 
W. J. Maclay, J. W. Weakley, 
A. J. Phelps, U. P. Golliday, 
C. B. Dunn. 
ON CHARTERED FUND. Committee on 
the Chartered 
" W. Claflin, N. G. Taylor, Fund. 


G. Abernethy. 


DEPUTATION TO THE WOMAN’S FOREIGN MISSION- Deputation to 


oman’s For- 
ARY SOCIETY. eign Mission- 
ary Society. 
Arthur Edwards, N. E. Cobleigh, 
D. Sherman. 


The roll of the Conferences was then called for the Petitions, Me- 
cone . m i 
presentation of Petitions, Memorials, and Appeals, and Appeals. 
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the following named were presented and disposed of 
as indicated, 


BALTIMORE. 


L. F. Morgan presented a memorial from T. Lewis 
and others on the subject of boundaries, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


CENTRAL NEW YORK. 


A. J. Phelps presented petitions and remonstrances 
on the subject of boundaries as follows, namely: one 
signed by Nathan Smith and thirty-four others, one 
signed by A. E. Corse, and representing about three hun- 
dred official members, one signed by L. B. Wells and 
forty others, one signed by H. Dryer and twenty-seven 
others, one signed by Robert Brewster and sixteen 
other official members, all of which were referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 

B. 8. Wright presented a petition signed by H.S. 
Holmes and forty-nine others, asking that no change 
be made in boundary between Central New York 
and Black River Conferences, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 


DES MOINES. 


U. P. Golliday presented remonstrances against the 
division of the Des Moines Conference as follows, 
namely: one from J. N. Page and thirteen others, one 
from James Leslie and eighteen others, one from 
A. Badley and eighteen others, one from C. C. Maher 
and seventeen others, all of which were referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries, 

Joseph Knotts presented the remonstrances against 
the division of the Des Moines Conference from F. 
Harris and from §. Jones, both which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

W. H. H. Beadle presented a memorial relative to 
the division of the Des Moines Conference, signed by 
himself and Bennett Mitchell, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 
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IOWA. 


I. A. Hammer presented a resolution of the Iowa 
Lay Electoral Conference in reference to equal lay 
representation, and it was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revisals. 


NEW JERSEY. 


I. D. King presented an extract from the Journal 
of the New Jersey Conference on Sabbath desecration, 
and it was referred to the Committee on the Sanctity 
of the Sabbath. 

He also presented the appeal of J. Vannote, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Appeals. 


NEW YORK. 


J. B. Wakeley presented a petition for a change 
of the boundary line, signed by James T. Layton and 
fifty-six others, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Boundaries. 


NEW YORK EAST. 


T. G. Osborn presented a memorial from the New 
York East Conference on the seamen’s cause, and 
asked its reference to the special Committee of five on 
that subject, and it was so referred. 

Oliver Hoyt presented a memorial from the Quar- 
terly Conference of Second-street Church, praying that 
the city may be placed under the pastoral care of one 
Conference, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

T. G. Osborn presented a memorial of the John-street 
Methodist Episcopal Church, New York city, in re- 
spect to an endowment, and asked its reference to a 
special Committee of five, and it was so referred. 

W. MAllister presented a memorial concerning the 
support of superannuated preachers, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals. 

D. Curry presented the action of the New York 
East Conference on Church statistics, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals. 


213 


May 25. 


THIRTEENTH 
AY. 


Iowa. 


Equal Lay and 
Clerical Rep- 
resentation. 


New J&ERseEy. 


Sabbath Dese- 
cration. 


Appeal of J. 
annote. 


New Yorx. 


Boundaries. 


New Yor« 


EAST. 


e 
Seamen’s 
Cause. 


Boundaries. 


John-street 
Church. 


Support of Su- 
perannuated 
Preachers. 


Church Statis- 
tics, 


214 


May 15. 


THIRTEENTH 
AY. 


Ordination of 
Preachers on 
Trial. 


Ministers using 
Tobacco. 


Nogra Onto. 


Boundaries, 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Boundaries, 


PROVIDENCE, 


Boundaries, 


Rock RIvzr. 


Secret Societies. 


SourH CaRo- 
LINA. 


No distinctions 
on account 
of Race or 
Color. 


Journal of the General Conference. [1872. 


He also presented a memorial of the New York East 
Conference respecting the ordination of preachers on 
trial, and it was referred to the Committee on Itin- 
erancy. 

He also presented a memorial of the New York East 
Conference against ministers using tobacco, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Temperance. 


NORTH OHIO. 


A. J. Lyon presented a remonstrance from Clyde, 
North Ohio Conference, on boundaries, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


C. Albright presented a protest of the Quarterly 
Conference of Berrysburgh, against change of bound- 
aries, and it was referred to the Committee on Bound- 
aries; he also presented a protest of Ridge Avenue 
Church, Harrisburgh, Pa., on the same subject, and it 
was referred to the same Committee. 


PROVIDENCE. 


D. A. Whedon presented a petition of George T. 
Mitchell and twelve others, asking for a change in 
Conference boundaries, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 


ROCK RIVER. 


S. A. W. Jewett presented a memorial on secret so- 
cieties, signed by J. Hunter and twenty others, and it 
was referred to the Committee on the State of the 
Church. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


A. Webster presented the following named peti- 
tions against making distinctions on account of race or 
color, namely: from A. Middleton and thirty-five 
others; from Thomas Phillips and fifty-six others ; 
from Robert Preston and forty-six others; from F. W. 
Johnson and fifty others; all of which were referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries. 
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TROY. 


William Wells presented a memorial of George F. 
Comfort regarding the establishment of a post-colle- 
giate university, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Education. : 

Samuel Meredith presented a memorial of B. Haw- 
ley and T. A. Griffin, requesting that the word “im- 
mersion ” be stricken from the Discipline, Part I, sec. 
5, item 1, page 34, and it was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revisals. 


UPPER IOWA. 


D. N. Cooley presented a memorial of 8. 8S. Steele, 
with plan for insurance of Church property, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Insurance. 


VIRGINIA. 


Wm. N. Berkley presented a memorial of A. C. 
Harman and thirty-three others, of Alexandria Station, 
on change of boundaries, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 


WEST VIRGINIA. 


Samuel Steele presented a memorial of 8. Steele and 
others on the more liberal support of the ministry, 
and asked its reference to a special Committee of five ; 
and, on his motion, it and other papers now in the 
hands of Committees, on the same subject, were so re- 
ferred. Before adopting this motion, a motion to lay 
on the table was lost by a count vote of 58 for to 102 
against. 

WISCONSIN. 


H. A. Jones presented the resolutions of the Lay- 
men’s Convention on the Episcopacy, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

H. Bannister presented a memorial of A. Haagensen 
and others on the publication of a hymn book, tracts, 
etc., in the Danish language, together with a manu- 
script catechism in the same language, and they were 
referred to the Committee on the Scandinavian work. 
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WYOMING. 


T. Harroun presented a memorial of J. F. Wilbur in. 
regard to Church Records, and it was referred to the 
Committee on the Book Concern. 

The roll of Conferences was- called for the presenta- 
tion of Resolutions and Miscellaneous Business, and 
they were presented and referred as follows, namely : 


CALIFORNIA. 


R. G. Davisson offered the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Sunday-Schools 
and Tracts : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts be 
requested to take into consideration the propriety of consolidating 
the “Sunday-School Advocate,’’ ‘‘Good News,” and ‘ Missionary 
Advocate” into a single weekly publication. 


Otis Gibson presented the following resolutions, and 
they were referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern : 


Resolved, 1. That the Committee on the Book Concern be instructed 
to consider the expediency of selling our books on the Pacific 
coast at the same rates in currency and on the same conditions as 
they are sold in all other parts of the United States. 

Resolved, 2. That the Committee on the Book Concern be in- 
structed to consider the expediency of publishing the ‘ California 
Advocate” at the same subscription price as the Advocates in the 
Central and Eastern States. 


CENTRAL NEW YORK. 


D. D. Lore presented the following preamble and 
resolution, and they were referred to the Committee 
on Missions: 


Whereas, It is greatly to be desired that our people should be 
more generally informed in regard to the Missionary work, and ‘in- 
cited to greater liberality in its support; and, 

Whereas, Nothing is better calculated to secure these ends than 
a recital of the facts and incidents of missionary life from personal 
experience; therefore, : 

Resolved, That this General Conference earnestly recommends the 
Bishops in charge of Foreign Missions and the Board of Managers 
of the Missionary Society to employ our missionaries, when at 
home on furlough, as far as practicable in this work, instead of ap- 


pointing them to stations in the home field during the brief period 
of their stay in this country. 


A. J. Phelps presented the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 
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Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of amending the Discipline, Part II, chap. ii, 
sec. 14, quest. 4, ans. 3, page 94, by the addition of the following: 

‘“ Provided also, that whenever the removal of a preacher from a 
charge under this rule shall be unsatisfactory to both the preacher 
remoyed and to a majority of the official members of the charge 
from which he is removed, the preacher and official members thus 
aggrieved shall have the right to unite in an appeal to the Bishop 
who presided at the last session of their Annual Conference.” 

The answer thus amended will read: i 

“To change, receive, and suspend preachers in his district dur- 
ing the intervals of the Conferences, and in the absence of the 
Bishop, as the Discipline directs: Provided, however, that a Presid- 
ing Elder shall not change a preacher in his district from a charge 
to which he has been appointed by the Bishop, and appoint him to 
another to which he could not be legally appointed by the Bishop: 
and provided also, that whenever the removal of a preacher from a 
charge, under this rule, shall be unsatisfactory both to the preacher 
removed and to a majority of the official members of the charge from 
which he is removed, the preacher and official members thus ag- 
grieved shall have the right to unite in an appeal to the Bishop who 
presided at the last session of their Annual Conference.” 


CENTRAL OHIO. 


W. L. Harris offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted, namely : 


Resolved, That a special Committee of seven be appointed to con- 
sider and report concerning the relations of our various beney- 
olent societies to the authorities of the Church, and whether any 
action is necessary, and if so what, to place them under the full 
control of the General Conference. 


Alexander Harmount offered the following resolu- 
tions, which were referred to the Committee on Itiner- 


aney: - ., 

Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to take 
into consideration the propriety of changing the Discipline on pages 
110, 111, Part II, chap. ii, sec. 19: ‘ Nor shall any one be licensed 
to preach, or recommended to the Annual Conference to travel or 
for ordination without first being examined in the Quarterly Con- 
ference on the subject of doctrine and discipline,” so as to read: 

No one shall be licensed to preach until he has passed a satisfac- 
tory examination before a Committee of three, appointed by the 
Presiding Elder of the District, of which he shall be chairman, on 
the subject of doctrine and discipline, and on the following course 
of study: 

1. Ancient and Sacred History. 

2. Newman’s Rhetoric. 

3. True’s Logic. 

4. History of the United States and of Modern Hurope. 

The following historical works to be read: Schmitz’s Manual 
of Ancient History, Hallam’s State of Europe During the Middle 
Ages, Russell’s History of Modern Europe, and Willson’s American 
History. : : 

{The examination to take place in the interim of the Quarterly 
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Conference, at such time and place as the Presiding Elder may 
appoint. 

Nor shall any one be recommended to the Aunual Conference to 
travel without being examined before the Quarterly Conference on 
the subject of doctrine and discipline; and the person so recom- 
mended shall be required to affirm his belief in said doctrines and 
discipline, and also be examined in a course of study which the 
Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church shall appoint. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be requesied to in- 
quire into the propriety of expunging from the Discipline all therein 
relating to the ordination of Local Preachers. 


He also presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Special Committee on the Support 
of the Bishops: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be instructed to in- 
quire whether the use of the produce of the Book Concern in pay- 
ment of the salaries of the Bishops and expenses of delegates to 
and from the General Conference is not a violation of the Sixth 
Restrictive Rule. 


A. 8. Hunt, Chairman of the Committee on the Re- 
ception of Fraternal Delegates, reported in favor of 
receiving the deputation from the Free Church of Italy, 
and the report was adopted, and the reception was 
made the order of the day for to-morrow at eleven 
o’clock. 

DETROIT. 


L. R. Fisk offered the following resolutions, and 
they were referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, 1. That in order to secure uniformity of method and a 
deeper spiritual impression, the Committee on Revisals be requested 
to prepare for the Discipline a form or ritual for admission of per- 
sons into the Church on probation. 

Resolved, 2. That the following be submitted as an appropriate 
chapter on this subject: 


RECEPTION OF PROBATIONERS. 


FORM FOR RECEIVING PERSONS INTO THE CHURCH ON PROBATION. 


The persons to be received, being called forward in the presence of the 
congregation, shall be addressed as follows : 


DEARLY BELOVED—You have presented yourselves to be received 
as probationers in the Church. Convinced of sin, and feeling your 
need of salvation, you have fled to the mercy-seat for pardou and 
acceptance through Christ. Desiring the fellowship of the house- 
hold of faith, you this day seek Christian association and the watch- 
care of the Church. We offer you the hand of welcome while in 
the strength of the Master you enter upon this period of probation. 
It is within your power to prove yourselves worthy to VW received 
into full fellowship in the Church. - A religious life to be successful 
must be one of entire deyotion to God; it must be a life of prayer 
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and faith and earnest work. We charge you, therefore, in the pres- 
ence of the great Head of the Church, to be faithful in the discharge 
of every duty. 

The Holy Scriptures are of divine inspiration, and ‘contain all 
things necessary to salvation.” Read them with prayerful hearts, 
day by day, searching for the deep things of the Spirit. 

The Saviour in the plainest terms enjoins secret prayer. Let 
nothing cause you to neglect regular seasons of private devotion, 
and with earnestness of soul pour out your complaints unto the 
Most High. 

Provision has been made for public worship. The prayer-circle 
is a blessed place where God comes to meet the humble, trusting 
heart. Permit no worldly considerations to keep you from sharing 
its privileges and bearing its crosses. 

The class-meeting is a distinctive feature of our economy. Ex- 
perience has shown its value in promoting the spiritual life of the 
Church. Seek the communion of the saints and the Christian 
counsel of those who are rich in faith, and who meet weekly to tell 
of the love of God and their triumphs over sin. 

The Sabbath is intended to be a day both for withdrawal from 
worldly pursuits and for the earnest prosecution of religious duties. 
Keep the day holy in word and thought and deed, visiting the sanc- 
tuary for public devotions, giving reverent attendance on all the 
appointed means of grace, refraining from that which would dampen 
your spiritual ardor, and by personal effort ‘press toward the 
mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 
Let nothing come between you and the Saviour. From this hour 
perform every duty, seeking constantly the aid of the Divine Spirit, 
that you may grow in grace and in the knowledge of the truth un- 
til you come to the ‘stature of the fullness of Christ.” 

Do you solemnly pledge yourselves to perform these religious 
duties, and to seek for a deeper work of the Spirit? 

Ans. We do. 

We therefore extend to you the watch-care and fellowship of the 
Church. 


[Then shall the Minister offer extempore prayer.] 


ERIK. 


John S. M’Calmont presented the following resolu- 
tion, which was referred to the Committee on Re- 
visals : 


ResoWwed, That quest. 1 and ans. 1 of sec. 1, chap. iii, Part VI, of 
the Discipline, which reads as follows: : 

“ Quest. 1. Is any thing advisable in regard to building 
churches ? 

“Ans. 1. Let all our churches be built plain and decent, and 
with free seats wherever practicable, but not more expensive than 
is absolutely unavoidable, otherwise the necessity of raising money 
will make rich men necessary to us; but if so, we must be depend- 
ent on them, yea, and governed by them, and then farewell to 
Methodist discipline, if not doctrine too;” be amended so as to 
read: ‘ 

Quest. 1. Is any thing advisable in regard to building churches? 

Ans. 1. Let our church buildings be plain and decent, not so ex- 
pensive as to be burdensome, or to interfere with any part of our 
work; let them be with free seats if practicable, and, if not, let the 
distribution of the seats be under the-supervision of the Quarterly 
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Conference, but so that all who enter the congregation may ‘be 
welcome to sit in any unoccupied seats. 


ILLINOIS. 


W. S. Prentice offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of striking from ans. 4, sec. 3, chap. iii, 
Part VI, of the Discipline the following words: “ And the Annual 
Conference, and in the interim of the Annual Conference,” so that 
the sentence shall read: ‘A majority of all the members of such 
Quarterly Conference concurring, and the preacher in charge and 
the Presiding Elder consenting.” 


W. E. Johnson offered the following resolutions, 
which were referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


Resolved, 1. That the Presiding Eldership is indispensable to the 
perpetuity and efficiency of our itinerant system. The better to 
meet the views and feelings of the preachers and people, and em- 
ploy this important agency where it is most needed, 

Resolved, 2. That the Committee on Itinerancy be requested to in- 
quire into the propriety of so amending the Discipline, 1. That the 
Sabbath services of the Presiding Elder shall be devoted to the 
outlying and more needy charges in his district; and, 2. That his 
salary shall be apportioned to the different charges in proportion to 
the amount allowed the preacher by the Quarterly Conference of 
each. 


INDIANA. 


John Kiger offered the following resolution, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of so amending the Discipline, page 60, 


that the question, ‘ For support of Presiding Elder?” shall be asked 
atthe first instead of the second Quarterly Conference. 


IOWA. 


J. F. Simmons offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Missions : 

Resolwed, That the Missionary Board ‘be required to furnish a 
statement of the amount and condition of real estate investments 


belonging to the Missionary Society, to be published in the annual 
reports of said Society. 


J. A. Hammer offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Special Committee on the Support 
of the Bishops : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Support of the Bishops be 


requested to inquire into the expediency of so altering the Disci- 
pline that all our Bishops who shall have attained the age of sev- 
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enty years-be placed on the retired list at the first General Confer- 
ence after they shall have attained said age, and that their future 
support be provided for at the time of said retirement from the 
funds of the Book Concern. 


EK. H. Waring presented the following resolutions, 
and they were referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, 1. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to con- 
sider the propriety of amending the Discipline by adding to the 
ans. to quest. 5, Part III, chap. i, sec. 2, page 123, the words, ‘‘ And 
the Secretary of the Conference shall enter the report of the Com- 
mittee in a book to be provided for that purpose, and, in case of 
appeal, shall send a certified copy of said report, with the action 
of the Annual Conference, and all the papers in the case, to the 
General Conference for the use of the Committee on Appeals.” 

Resolved, 2. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of changing ans. 2 and 3 to quest. 1, 
Part IT, chap. i, sec. 2, page 55, so that it shall read as follows: 

2. Hach Annual Conference shall elect annually a secretary of 
the Conference and a statistical secretary. It shall be the duty 
of the secretary to keep a correct record of the proceedings of the 
Annual Conference, which shall be certified by the president and 
secretary; to take charge of all the books and papers of the Con- 
ference, subject to its direction; to forward to the Book Agents at 
New York, for publication in the General Minutes, the statistical 
returns of the Churches and Sabbath-schools, as provided for by 
the Discipline, and to send tlre Journal of the Conference, or a cer- 
tifiea copy thereof, to the General Conference for its examination 
and use. The statistical secretary shall compile the statistical re- 
turns of the Churches and Sabbath-schools, and report the same to 
the secretary of the Conference. 

Whereas, Our present statistical returns are exceedingly confused 
and imperfect; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of amending the Discipline in the ans. 
to quest. 5, Part II, chap. i, sec. 2, p. 52, by substituting the fol- 
lowing: ; 

Quest. 5. What is the business. of the Annual Conference ? 

To inquire, 

1. What preachers have been received ? 

(1.) On trial ? 
(2.) Into full connection ? 
(3.) By transfer ? 

2. Who remain on trial? 

3. Who are the deacons ? 

(1.) Traveling preachers: First class. 
Second class. 
* (2.) Local preachers ordained this year ? 

4, Who have heen elected and ordained elders this year? 

(1.) Traveling preachers, 
* (2.) Local preachers. 

5. Who are the supernumerary preachers ? 

6. Who are the superannuated preachers ? 

7. Are all the preachers blameless in life and conversation? 

8. What preachers have been dismissed this year? 

(1.) By location. 
(2.): By withdrawal. 
(3.) By transfer. 
(4.) By expulsion. 
(5.) By death. 


221 


May 15. 
THIRTEENTH 
Day. 


Waring on Du- 
ties of Secre- 
tary of Con- 
ference. 


Statistics. 


222 Journal of the General Conference. [1872. 


May 15. 9. What is the statistical report this year? 
THIRTEENTH 1.) Of the membership. 
Day. (1.) Receptions: 
On probation. 
Into full connection. 
By certificate. 
(2.) Removals: 
By certificate. 
By withdrawal. 
By expulsion. 
By death. 
(3.) Present numbers: 
Of probationers. 
Of members. 
Of local preachers. 
2.) Of baptisms. 
(1.) Of children. 
(2.) Of adults. 
3.) Of the Church property: 
Number of churches. 
Probable value. 
Number of parsonages. 
Probable value. 
Amount raised this year for building and improving 
churches and parsonages. 
Amount of remaining indebtedness. 
4.) Of the Church finances. 
(1.) Benevolent collections: * 
For Conference claimants. 
For the Missionary Society. 
For the Church Extension Society. 
For the Tract Cause. 
For the American Bible Society. 
For the Sunday-School Union. 
For Education. 4 
(2.) For ministerial support. 
Claims. 
Receipts. 
(3.) For Church expenses. 
10. What amounts are necessary to meet the claims upon the 
Conference funds ? 

11. What has been received on the foregoing claims, and how 

has it been applied ? 

12. Where are the preachers appointed this year? 

13. Where and when shall the next Conference be held ? 

N. B. The detailed reports of statistics shall be kept for the use 
of the Conference; the footings by districts shall be forwarded by 
the Secretary to the Book Agents at New York, for publication in 
the General Minutes. The items marked with a star (*) are for the 
use of the Annual Conference. 

Resolved, 2. That the Committee inquire into what changes are 
necessary in the order of business in the Quarterly Conference. 


Kansas. KANSAS. 
Marshall on six © W, K. Marshall presented the following preamble 


months’ Pro- a 5 
bation. and resolution, and they were referred to the Commit- 


tee on Revisals: 
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Whereas, The system of six months’ probation in our economy May 15. 
stands in the way of many persons who otherwise would unite with Turret 
our Church; and, Day. 

Whereas, Tt is ‘believed that a considerable number of those who 
are on probation do not realize the obligation of their Church rela- 
tion to the same extent while probationers as when full members, 
and hence from this and other causes we lose, according to the 
statistics of the Church, more than half of our probationers, thus 
bringing us into unfavorable contrast with other religious 
bodies; and, 

Whereas, "The same necessity for the system does not exist now 
as in the earlier history of Methodism, seeing that most of our 
members now are drawn from the Sunday-school, where they have 
already received more or less religious training and culture; and, 

Wher eas, The apostolic practice was to immediately baptize all 
persons who professed faith in Christ, and at once receive them 
to the full fellowship and prerogatives of Church communion ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the necessity of so changing the Discipline that all per- 
sons who profess saving faith in Christ-and have a corresponding 
religious experience may, without further trial, be baptized and re- 
ceived into full membership, and that none need be continued on 
probation after their conversion except such as by agreement be- 
tween themselves and the class-leaders desire such continuance. 


KENTUCKY. KeEntuoxy 


William H. Black offered the following resolution, Black on, Bre- 
. - . 101N: er- 
and it was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : ship. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
quire into the propriety of so changing the Discipline, Part I, 
chap. ii, sec. 14, page 64, that quest. 2 and answer shall be, “ By 
whom are the Presiding Elders to be stationed and changed ? 

“ Ans. By the Bishops, but the aaue Conference shall determine 
the number of districts.” 


LOUISIANA. Lovisiana. 


L. C. Matlack presented the following resolutions, Fraternal, Del- 
and they were referred to the Committee on the State Cicaneay 


of the Church: Sonth. 


ResolWwed, 1. That a special Committee of nine be appointed to 
consider and report on the propriety of sending fraternal delegates 
to the next General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South. 

Resolved, 2. That if the measure be approved by them, this Com- 
mittee are instructed further to indicate the number, and to nom- 
jnate the fraternal delegates to be appointed. 


MAINE. Marne. 


. * Munger on Ke- 
Charles Munger offered the following resolution,. storing 
ords 0. 

and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: Wesley. 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to con- 
sider the propriety of restoring an omitted sentence of the words 
of Wesley, in the historic introduction of the Discipline as follows. 
namely: Page 3, near the middle, after the figures 1737, insert the 
words, ‘“‘ They saw holiness comes by faith.” 


MINNESOTA. 


David Brooks offered the following resolution, and- 
it was referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be and they are hereby 
instructed to alter the Discipline, sec. 3, chap. iii, Part I, page 
46, by striking out the seventh line from the top of said page, 
which reads, ‘ change improper leaders,” and insert at the close of 
said section the following words, ‘“‘ The leaders to be nominated by 
the preacher in charge and elected by the Leaders and Stewards’ 
meeting.” 

Also, to strike out the following words, ‘‘To appoint all the lead- 
ers—to change them,” found in the third line from the top of page 
100, sec. 17, chap. ii, Part II, and insert in their place the follow- 
ing words, ‘To remove improper leaders,” so as to read, ‘‘ To re- 
move improper leaders when,” ete. 


. 


MISSOURI. 


Nathan Shumate offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Boundaries: 


- Resolved, That the Committee on Boundaries be instructed to con- 
sider the propriety of forming an Annual Conference for the col- 
ored people of Missouri and Kansas. 


NEBRASKA. 


William A. Burr presented the following resolutions, 
and they were referred to the Committee on Sunday- 
Schools and Tracts: 


Whereas, There seems to be a general desire throughout the 
Methodist Episcopal Church for a weekly Sunday-school paper; 
therefore, , 

Resolwed, 1. That on and after January 1, 1873, the « Sunday- 
School Advocate” be enlarged to a 12mo of eight pages, that it be 
published weekly, and that it contain the more important mission- 
ary news of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Fesolved, 2. That on and after January 1, 1873, the publication 
of the “ Missionary Advocate” be suspended, and the funds now 
used in such publication be applied on the publication of the “ Sun- 
day-School Advocate.” 

Resolved, 3. That sufficient funds from the treasury of the Sun- 
day-School Union of the Methodist Episcopal Church be appro- 
priated to the publication of the ‘‘Sunday-School Advocate” so as 
to reduce its subscription price to fifty cents per annum. 

Resowed, 4. That the first and third copies of each month be so 
made up as to furnish a volume complete in itself, which may be 
furnished to subscribers for twenty-five cents per annum. 
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OREGON, 


J. F. Devore presented the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on the State of 
the Church: 


Resolved, That the word ‘‘dancing”’ be inserted between the words 
“conduct” and ‘‘indulging,” in the second line under the head of 
Imprudent Conduct, page 128 of Discipline, Part III. The reading 
will then be thus: ‘ But in cases of neglect of duties of any kind— 
imprudent conduct, dancing, indulging sinful tempers or words.” 


PHILADELPHIA. 


W. C. Robinson offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


fesolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the propriety of amending the Baptismal Ritual, provid- 
ing one section that shall include the baptism of infants and adults. 


PITTSBURGH. 


William Hunter offered the following preamble and 
resolution, which were referred to the Committee on 
Revisals : 


Whereas, the question proposed to Traveling Preachers on 
being received into full connection—“ Do you constantly attend the 
Sacrament?” (Discipline, page 85)—pertained to an order of things 
different from that which now exists, being originally intended, in 
part, to keep the Methodists in communion with the Church of 
England; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into and report on the propriety of striking out said question, 
as having no pertinency to the present condition and relations of 
the Church. 


PROVIDENCE. 


M. J. Talbot presented the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Temperance : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Temperance consider the propri- 
ety of providing for a regular Temperance service as one of the 
fixed and ordinary services of religious worship in our congrega- 
tions. 


SAINT LOUIS. 


Matthew Sorin offered the following resolutions, and 
they were referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, 1. That the Stewards of a circuit have no power to use 
the funds collected to meet the claims of the current year to dis- 
charge any previously existing obligation. 

Resolved, 2. That the Committee on Revisals be directed to amend 
the Discipline on page 79, Part I, chap. iii, on the qualifications of 

1d 
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Stewards, etc., so as to read: ‘‘ And in case any Steward shall 
neglect or refuse to serve as above provided, he shall be deemed to 
have vacated his office, and the preacher in charge shall appoint 
another in his place for the balance of the year.” 


SOUTHERN ILLINOIS. 


John Van Cleve presented the following paper, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Your memorialist would respectfully represent, that the present 
section on the trial of an accused member, Part III, chap. i, see. 5, 
is unconstitutional, in that it does away the “ privilege of our mem- 
bers of trial before the society,” and provides that they shall be 
tried ‘‘ before a committee of not less than five.” 

Your memorialist would suggest that the section be so amended 
as to conform to the Constitution, namely, 

Quest. 1. How shall an accused member be brought to trial ? 

Ans. Before the society or class of which he is a member, or a 
committee of not less than three, who shall not be members of the 
Quarterly Conference. 


George W. Hughey offered the following resolution, 
which was also referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the expediency of so changing quest. 1 and the answer thereto, 


sec. 2, page 51, of the Discipline, which reads: 


“ Quest. 1. Who shall attend the Annual Conferences? 

“Ans. All the traveling preachers, both those who are in full 
connection, and those who are on trial,” so as to read: 

Quest. 1. Who shall compose the Annual Conference ? 

Ans. All the traveling preachers who are in full connection, 
and one layman from each pastoral charge, who shall be elected by 
a majority or plurality vote of all the members in full connection in 
the Church in the bounds of the charge, twenty-one years of age, 
and who shall be present and voting: Provided, that no person shall 
be so elected who has not been four years in full connection in the 
Church previously to the time of said election. 


TENNESSEE. 


John Braden presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
quire into the practicability and expediency of making the proceeds 
of the Chartered Fund, the profits of the Book Concern, the col- 
lection for Conference claimants, (or superannuated preachers,) and 
such bequests as may be made for the purpose, a general fund for 
the support of the superannuated and worn-out preachers of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church; and to consider 

1. Whether the Book Agents, or others, shall be Treasurers of 
this fund. 

2. Whether any preachers shall be claimants on this fund be- 
fore they have been six or more years, ‘effective, in the traveling 
connection. 

3. What legislation is necessary to secure a just distribution of 
these funds among the claimants in the different Annual Conferences, 
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4, What legislation is necessary to secure promptness and care- 
fulness in taking these collections, and in forwarding them to the 
Treasurers, 

5. On whose order this money shall be paid to the claimants; and 
any other matters connected with the efficient working of this plan. 


TEXAS. 


W. R. Fayle presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Boundaries: 

Resolved, That the Texas Conference be authorized to divide into 
two or more Conferences at any subsequent session thereof: Pro- 


vided, that two thirds of the Conference agree to the measure, and 
the Bishop presiding consent thereto. 


Erastus Carter offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Special Committee on 
Woman’s Work in the Church: 


Resolved, That it shall be lawful for the Quarterly Conferences to 
elect females to the position of Stewards. 


TROY. 


E. Wentworth presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to sub- 
stitute the word “forty-five” for “thirty” in the 6th line, Part IT, 
chap. i, sec. 1, in the passage of the Discipline which reads, “The 
General Conference shall be composed of one member for every 
thirty members of each Annual Conference,” which, amended, will 
read as follows: ‘‘The General Conference shall be composed of 
one member for every forty-five members of each Annual Con- 
ference.” 


WEST WISCONSIN. 


John E. Stillman offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Support of 
the Bishops: " 

Resowed, That a Committee of nine be appointed by the Con- 
ference now in session, to consider the propriety of, and devise 


the means for, raising a fund for the adequate support and main- 
tenance of our worn-out preachers, their widows aud orphans. 


David Sherman moved that the call of the Confer- 
ences be dispensed with hereafter, and that all papers 
be hereafter passed to the Secretary to be entered on 
the Journal. 

Thomas Coldwell moved to amend, so that after 
Saturday the call should be dispensed with, but this 
motion was lost. 
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It was moved to amend, so that the call shall be 
suspended after to-morrow, and this amendment was 
accepted by the author of the original motion. 

A motion was made by I. 8. Bingham, to strike out 
so much of the motion as directs papers to be sent to 
the Secretary. Dr. Curry moved to lay this amend- 
ment on the table, but the motion was lost; and he 
then moved as a substitute that after Saturday the 
calling of the roll of Conferences shall cease. W. M. 
Hester, of Indiana, moved to amend by inserting Fri- 
day instead of Saturday; after a motion to lay this 
amendment on the table was lost, the amendment pre- 
vailed; the substitute was accepted and adopted as 
amended. 

On motion, D. Curry had leave to present a memo- 
rial from the National Local Preachers’ Association, 
and it was referred to the Committee on the State of 
the Church. [For Memorial, see Appendix 54.] 

On recommendation of the Genesee delegation, A. 
D. Wilbor was excused from the Standing Committee 
on the Book Concern, and EK. E. Chambers was ap- 
pointed in his stead. 

On motion of L. C. Matlack, so much of the Report 
No. I of the Committee on Boundaries as relates to 
the plan submitted by the Bishops was taken from the 
table and adopted as follows, namely : 


BOUNDARIES——REPORT NO. I. 


The Committee on Boundaries respectfully submit their action on 
the plan of the Bishops for adjusting Conference boundaries, which 
was referred to them for consideration. 

Resolwed, That, while we recognize the undesirableness of discus- 
sion on matters of local interest before the General Conference, we 
do not see our way clear to recommend the adoption of the plam of 
adjusting Conference boundaries proposed by the Bishops in the, 
paper referred to us, nor, with our present knowledge, to recom- 
mend any plan which would supersede final action before the whole. 
Conference. 


A memorial from the Providence Conference on the. 
new hymn book, which had been referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Book Concern, was reported back and 
referred to the Committee on the New Hymn Book. 

E. O. Haven, Chairman of the Committee on Re- 
visals, reported back sundry papers, with the statement 
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that they belonged more properly to other committees, 
and they were, on his motion, referred to other com- 
mittees. 

The following report from the Committee on Ap- 
peals was presented for entry on the Journal, namely: 


REPORT NO. I OF THE COMMITTEE ON APPEALS. 


The Committee on Appeals has instructed us to report as fol- 

lows: ‘ 
_ J. B. Craig, a member of the Central Illinois Conference, was 
tried by said Conference on charges of gross immorality, and the 
said J. B. Craig was expelled from the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
from which decision he appealed. 

The Committee on Appeals, having inquired into the case of the 
said Craig, has voted that the decision of the Central Illinois Con- 
ference in the case of J. B. Craig be, and the same hereby iis, af- 
firmed. L. Scort, Pres., 

E. A. Mannine, Sec. 

Brooxtyyn, N. Y., May 14, 1872. 

; 


W. C. De Pauw, Chairman of the Committee on 
Church Extension, presented Report No. I of the 
Committee. 

Pending its consideration, B. F. Crary moved to 
strike out so much as relates to securing legal service 
gratuitously. 

On motion of L. C. Queal, the amendment was laid 
on the table by a count vote of 206 to 66. 

D. Curry moved to amend by striking out the word 
“bishops” and inserting instead thereof the words 
“the Board of Managers of the Church Extension 
Society.” 

S. H. Nesbit moved as a substitute that the report 
be laid on the table and printed ; but, on motion of D. 
N. Cooley, this motion was laid on the table. 

On motion of Reuben Nelson, the amendment moved 
by Daniel Curry was laid on the table, after which the 
report was adopted as follows: 


CHURCH EXTENSION—-REPORT NO. I. 


The Committee on Church Extension beg leave to respectfully 
report as follows: ; ; 

‘That they have considered the resolution sent to them in respect 
to the appointment of a legal adviser in each State and Territory in 
respect to certain legal forms and facts, and recommend that the 
General Conference adopt the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Bishops be and are hereby required to appoint 
in each State and Territory, and in the District of Columbia, one 
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person learned in the law, whose duty it shall be to furnish gratui- 
tously to the Board of Church Extension a form of deed of convey- 
ance for Church lots, parsonages, cemeteries, and other property, 
forms of mortgages and bequests, and forms for legal incorporation 
of Churches, with such written suggestions in relation thereto as 
may be deemed desirable; and the Board of Church Extension, to 
whom such forms and suggestions may be furnished, shall publish 
the same in such modes as it may deem advisable. And for the 
purpose of securing such advice as may be necessary in relation to 
the tenure of Church property, the Bishops shall from time to time 
fill any vacancy which may occur in any State or territory, or in 
the District of Columbia, among the legal advisers so appointed, 
and it shall be the duty of such legal advisers to report to the 
Board of Church Extension from time to time any changes made 
necessary by changes of law in relation to the tenure of Church 


property. 


John M. Walden, Chairman of the Committee on 
Freedmen, presented Report No. I, which was laid on 
the table under the rule. 

Daniel Curry presented Report No. I from the Com- 
mittee on the State of the Chusch, and it was read and 
adopted as follows: 


THE STATE OF THE CHURCH—REPORT NO. I. 


The paper referred to us on a Concert of Prayer in the month of 
May, 1872, suggested by Mr. Kinnaird, of London, has received 
consideration. While we highly appreciate its suggestions, and 
approve its design, we find that the time for the proposed concert 
is so near at hand that no General Conference action can be had in 
time to direct the course of our people in relation to it. We do, 
however, in view of the acknowledged blessings resulting from 
such observances heretofore, recommend the General Conference to 
adopt the following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That we regard the aunual observance of the Week of 
Prayer in concert with the Christian people of other denominations 
as highly salutary, and an appropriate recognition of the unity of 
the Church, and a suitable expression of faith in the efficacy of 
prayer, and well calculated to promote the spirituality, the activity, 
and prosperity of the Church of Christ. 


George W. Woodruff, Chairman of the special Com- 
mittee on the subject of a monument at the grave of 
Bishop Kingsley, submitted a report. The resolutions 
were considered seriatim, and the first and second res- 
olutions were adopted. After the second resolution 
was adopted, and in pursuance of its provision, a con- 
tribution in cash and subscriptions was made at once, 
amounting to $1,750, which, with the sum given before 
for the same purpose, will make the entire amount 
raised for this purpose $2,500. And the Conference 
ordered that in case the sum raised be greater than is 
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needed for the purpose, the surplus shall be paid tothe May 15. 


: : c 
widow of the deceased Bishop. DAY. 


Pending the consideration of the third resolution, it 
was amended by providing that Bishops Simpson and 
Ames and three members of this body be the Com- 
mittee to carry out the purpose contemplated; after 
which the resolution was adopted, and the report as a Report adopted. 
whole was adopted, as follows: 


The Committee to whom was referred the subject of a monu- 
ment at the grave of Bishop Kingsley beg leave respectfully to 
report, 

That since the death of our lamented Bishop in April, 1870, sey- 
eral of our ministers have visited his honored but unmarked grave 
at Beirut, in Syria, and they all concur in the fitness of his place 
of burial, and in the propriety of erecting a substantial monument 
to his memory. 

The remains of our departed Bishop are buried in the Prussian 
Cemetery, just on the outskirts of Beirut, at the base of the Leb- 
anon, and on the great highway that leads from the sea to Damascus. 

One of the members of the New York East Conference, who had 
just returned from a visit to Bishop Kingsley’s grave, asked the 
attention of his Conference to the subject, and a Committee was 
appointed to confer with Mrs. Kingsley and to consider what was 
appropriate to be done under the circumstances. That Committee 
having received the consent of the Bishop’s family that his grave 
shall remain in Syria, issued an invitation to the Church to sub- 

«scribe toward the purchase and erecting of a solid granite monu- 
ment, and about $750 has been collected for the purpose, all our 
Bishops and a number of our leading ministers and laymen sub- 
scribing to the fund. We want about as much more to provide the 
monument, have it suitably inscribed and placed, and we recom- 
mend the adoption of the following resoluticns: 

Resolved, 1. That this General Conference gratefully recognize the 
duty and privilege of the denomination to erect a monument at the 
grave of Bishop Kingsley, in Beirut. 

Resolved, 2. That a few minutes be now set apart by the General 
Conference for the purpose of a public subscription to secure the 
$750 necessary to complete the design, so that all parts of the 
Church may be represented in this grateful work. 

Resolved, 3. That a Committee consisting of Bishops Simpson and 
Ames and of three members of this body be appointed, to whom 
the whole subject shall be referred, with authority to execute the 
wish of the Church in respect to the erection of this monument. 


The Chair announced George W. Woodruff, A. S. Coes 
Hunt, and Oliver Hoyt as the persons who with the 
Bishops should constitute the Committee ordered in 
the third resolution. 
On motion of B. F. Crary, it was ordered that pre- 
vious contributions to this fund and those of to-day be 
published in the Daily Advocate. 8 
A. C. George, Chairman of the Special Committee Wenoes, % 
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on Support of the Bishops, etc., submitted a report, 
which was laid on the table under the rule. 
On motion of J. M. Trimble, Conference adjourned. 
After the doxology had been sung, the benediction 
was pronounced by E. P. Phelps, of Virginia. 


THURSDAY MORNING, MAY 16. 


The Conference met this morning, Bishop Simpson 
in the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by 
David Brooks, of the Minnesota Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read 
and approved. 

The chair announced the following as the special 
Committee 


ON RELATIONS OF BENEVOLENT SOCIETIES TO GEN- 
ERAL CONFERENCE. 
William Lawrence, William Deering, 
Grant Goodrich, Ichabod Corwin, 
William L. Harris, Alpha J. Kynett, 
Richard W. Thompson. 


The roll of Conferences was called for the presenta- 
tion of petitions, memorials, and appeals, which were 
presented and referred as follows, namely : 


BALTIMORE. 


L. F. Morgan presented a memorial from Hancock 
Circuit on the subject of boundaries, signed by John 
J. Brosius and others, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 


BLACK RIVER. 


I. 8. Bingham presented the action of Black River 
Conference on popular amusements, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the State of the Church. 


CALIFORNIA. 


W. J. Maclay presented the action of the California 
Conference on Book Concern affairs and book inter- 
ests in California, and it was referred to the Committee 
on the Book Concern. 
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Pending the call, leave of absence for a few days 
was granted to Philip Kuhl and D. ©. Smith, of the 
South-west German Conference. 


CENTRAL NEW YORK. 


A. J. Phelps presented a remonstrance against any 
change in Conference boundaries, signed by J. Moore 
and thirty-six others, of Wall-street Charge, Auburn, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


CINCINNATI. 


J. F. Marlay presented a memorial from Samuel W. 
Williams in reference to the collection of college and 
school statistics, and it was referred to the Committee 
on Revisals. 

DES MOINES. 

Bennett Mitchell presented a petition from Smith- 
land, signed by James Snyder and eight others, asking 
for a division of the Conference, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries, 


DETROIT. 

L. R. Fisk presented a petition in regard to Secret 
Societies, signed by George Renwick and forty-four 
others, and it was referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Church. 

MICHIGAN. 

W. H. Perrine presented a memorial from Mason, 
Michigan, signed by R. Pengelly and others, asking for 
certain changes in relation to Stewards and Trustees, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


NEBRASKA. 


T. B. Lemon presented a memorial of the Nebraska 
Conference on the election and residence of a Bishop 
in the Missouri Valley, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Episcopacy. 


NEWARK. 


J. T. Crane presented the papers pertaining to the 
appeal of B. D. Palmer, of the Newark Conference, 
and they were referred to the Committee on Appeals. 
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NEW ENGLAND. 


G. Haven presented the memorial of the American 
Peace Society, signed by J. B. Miles, Corresponding 
Secretary, and it was referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Church. 

William Claflin presented the Quadrennial Report 
of the Trustees of the Boston Theological Semi- 
nary, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Education. [See Appendia 55.] 

W. R. Clark presented the memorial of the Woman’s 
Foreign Missionary Society, and it was ordered to be 
printed and referred to the Committee on Missions. 
[See Appendix 61.] 


NEW YORK. 


A. M. Osbon presented the petition of John Gay- 
lord and the official members of Gaylordsville on 
change of boundaries, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 

L. H. King presented so much of the Journal of the 
New York Conference as refers to the licensing of 
women as Local Preachers, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Woman’s Work in the Church. 


NORTH OHIO. 


A. J. Lyon presented remonstrances from the Quar- 
terly Conferences of Republic Circuit, Tiffin Station, 
and Melmore Circuit on the subject of boundaries, 
and they were referred to the Committee on Bound- 
aries. 

PROVIDENCE. 


M. J. Talbot presented a memorial from the County- 
street Church, New Bedford, on amendment of the 
Ritual, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Revisals. 


WEST VIRGINIA. 


G. Martin presented resolutions of the West Vir- 
ginia Conference on the Episcopacy and Presiding 
Eldership, and they were referred to the Committee on 
the Episcopacy. 


1872.] Journal of the General Conference. 285 


May 16. 
WYOMING. Fourteentin 


Day. 
R. Nelson presented a memorial of Wyoming Con- Wyomne. 


ference on the subject of Temperance, and it was ree *°™Pe7n> 
ferred to the Committee on Temperance. 

W. G, Queal presented a memorial with respect to Trial of Local 
the trial of Local Preachers for heresy, and it was re- Bas 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals. 

The roll of Conferences was called for the presenta- HesolGeaaead 
tion of resolutions and miscellaneous business, and they Business. 


were introduced and disposed of as follows, namely : 


BALTIMORE. Batimore. 


Henry Slicer offered the following resolution, which Slicer on Class- 
eetings. 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, The present teaching of the Discipline, in regard to the 
duty of attending class-meeting, has given rise to great diversity of 
opinion, and of administration relative thereto; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the propriety of restoring to the Discipline the old section on 
that subject, or some equally explicit declaration of the duty of our 
members to attend class. 


CENTRAL NEW YORK. Seog New 
D. D. Lore offered the following preamble and res- Lore ona Form 
of Public Wor- 


olutions, and they were referred to the Committee on ship. 
the State of the Church: 


Whereas, Uniformity has been a marked characteristic of the 
public service of the Methodist Episcopal Church; and, 
Whereas, It is exceedingly important that such uniformity be 
maintained in our Churches, in view of the change of our ministry; 
and 
Whereas, Innovations are increasing, and manuals and selected 
lessons and hymn-books, gotten up and published by private indi- 
. viduals, are being introduced into our pulpits, destroying our uni- 
formity of worship, and marring its simplicity; therefore, 
Resolved, 1. That this General Conference declares it to be the 
order of the Church, and binding upon her pastors, to conform to 
the directions of the Discipline on this subject, chap iii, sec. 1. 
Resolved, 2. That the Bishops be respectfully requested to impress 
upon the minds of young men received into the ministry the impor- 
tance of this subject. 
He also offered the following preamble and resolu- mae ee 
tions, and moved their reference to the Committee on rest for a 
5 year. 
Episcopacy : 
Whereas, The labors of our Bishops have been greatly increased 
during the last two years in consequence of the death of their col- 


leagues; and, 
Whereas, Their health and strength have been seriously impaired 


' by these excessive labors; therefore, 
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Resolved, 1. That we deem it just and proper that a cessation 
from labor be granted them, at their option, for one year, commenc- 
ing with the close of this General Conference. 

Resolved, 2. That hereafter our present Bishops shall be at liberty 
to select such, and so much, episcopal work as shall be agreeable 
to themselves, and adapted to their state of health. 

Resolved, 3. That whatever modifications of the episcopal work 
may be made by this General Conference, either in forming episco- 
pal districts or fixing episcopal residences, shall not apply to ‘those 
Bishops now occupying the office. 


After a motion by Daniel Curry to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table, and that it be printed, was lost, the 
original motion prevailed, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Episcopacy. 

J. T. Peck offered the following resolution, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the propriety of adding a foot-note to page 85, Part II, sec. 2, 
of the Discipline, with suitable marks of reference to the question, 
“ Are you going on to perfection?” which foot-note shall be Mr. 
Wesley’s definition of Christian Perfection iu his own words, and 
approved by him in 1777, namely: 

“To this day both my brother and I maintained, 

“1, That Christian Perfection is that love of God and our neigh- 
bor which implies deliverance from all sin; 

“9. That this is received merely by faith; 

“3. That this is given instantaneously, in one moment; 

“4, That we are to expect it, not at death, but every moment; 


that now is the accepted time, now is the day of this salvation.” 
— Wesley’s Works, vol. xi, p. 190. 


CINCINNATI. 


John F. Marlay offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to con- 
sider the propriety of inserting in the answer to quest. '5, chap. i, 
sec. 2, Part II, page 52, of the Discipline, the following: ‘“ How 
many seminaries and colleges have we under our patronage or con- 
trol, and what is their condition?” 


DETROIT. 


On motion of Arthur Edwards, the memorial re- 
ceived this morning from the Woman’s Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society was ordered to be printed. 


DELAW ARE. 


J. A. Jones offered the following resolution, and it 
was referred to the Committee on the State of the 
Church: 
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Whereas, The order of Masonry is of great antiquity, and has the 
Christian faith incorporated in all its teachings, abounding in moral 
lessons; and, 

Whereas, An incalculable amount of good has been effected by 
said order; therefore, 

Resolved, We respectfully enter our protest to this General Con- 
-— adopting: any resolution condemnatory of so praiseworthy 
an order. 


EAST GENESEE. 


S. Hubbard offered the following resolution, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the importance of changing the Discipline on page 90, so that 
in answer to the question, ‘‘ What are the duties of a Bishop?” ic 
shall read, ‘To fix the appointments of the preachers: provided he 


shall not allow any: preacher to remain in the same station more 


than two years successively.” 


David Decker offered the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on the Book Con- 
cern: 

Resolved, That. the Committee on the Book Concern be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of appointing a General Book Kditor 


for the Book Room at New York, and distinct from the Editor of 
the Quarterly Review, and report thereon. 


ERIE. 


R. A. Caruthers offered the following resolution, 
and it was.referred to the Committee on Revisals: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to cor- 
rect the Scripture:quotation attempted in the first, two lines of page 


154 of the Discipline, so as to make the reading correspond with 
the Bible. 


INDIANA. 


John Kiger offered the following resolution, and it 
was adopted : 


Resolved, That the order of the day for Tuesday, May 21, imme- 
diately after reading the Journal, be the election of Bishops. 


IOWA. 


W. F. Cowles offered the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 
Resolved, That. the Committee on Revisals be requested to 


consider the propriety of so amending the Discipline as to leave out 
vain repetitions in the prayers of the Ritual. 
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E. H. Waring offered the following preamble and 
resolution, namely : 


Whereas, There are very important interests involved in the sale 
of Church property ; and, 

Whereas, It is held in some localities that the action had under 
ans. 4 to quest. 1, Part VI, chap. iii, sec. 3, page 285 of the Disci- 
pline is invalid, unless certified to on oath by some one authorized 
to make such certificate, and placed on record in the county in 
which the sale is to be made; therefore, 

Resolved, That the said answer, relating to the sale of Church 
property, be referred to a Committee of seven to consider and re- 
port any action that may be required to perfect the disciplinary 
enactments governing the sales of Church property. 


Pending a motion to refer this resolution to a special 
Committee, on motion of William Lawrence, it was laid 
on the table. 


KANSAS. 


J. J. Wright offered the following resolution, 
namely : 


Resolved, That the advertisements of that unprincipled class known 
as ‘quack doctors” and ‘patent medicine men” be hereafter ex- 
cluded from our Church papers and periodicals. 


After a motion by A. M. Osbon to lay this resolu- 
tion on the table was lost, the resolution was referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern. 

R. L. Hartford offered the following preamble and 
resolution, and they were referred to the Committee 
on the Book Concern : 


Whereas, We believe in the unity of the family, and that the 
literature adapted to the instruction and elevation of one sex is 
equaily: adapted to the other; and, 

Whereas, The distinctions once existing in our educational institu- 
tions have largely passed away, and both sexes are now admitted 
on equal terms to most of our colleges, and mainly pursue the same 
curriculum; therefore, 

Resolved, That we ask the Committee on the Book Concern to in- 
quire into the propriety of publishing instead of the ‘Ladies’ Re- 
pository”’ a first-class monthly magazine without discrimination as 
to sex. 


KENTUCKY. 


W. H. Black offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the propriety of appending a foot-note to the General 
Rules, explanatory of the words ‘the taking such diversions as 
cannot be used in the name of the Lord Jesus,” as follows: “Such 
as attending theaters, circuses, dancing parties, billiard saloons, 
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bowling alleys, either to take part in the exercises or to witness 
the performances by others; and such also as playing cards, dice, 
purchasing lottery tickets, engaging in raffling, attending or engag- 
ing in horse-racing, or other similar indulgences. » 


MICHIGAN. 


W. H. Perrine offered the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committée on Revisals be and are hereby in- 
structed to inquire into and to report to this body upon the expe- 
diency of so modifying the present plan of General Conference or- 
ganization as to secure the following particulars : 

1. Such an extension of the right of suffrage to all the adult 
members of our Church outside of the Quarterly Conferences—a 
right Methodism has always theoretically recognized—as shall not 
only do away with our merited reproach in a democratic age, but 
shall make our preachers ‘‘recommended” and our laymen elected 
in reality, what they have been only in name—the representatives 
of the people. 

2. Such an admission of our laymen “ of honest report, full of the 
Holy Ghost and wisdom,” into our Annual Conferences as shall 
not only secure their invaluable services in the department of fi- 
nance or secularities, for which the Holy Ghost hath especially fitted 
and called them, but shall also give appropriate voice to the people 
again through both*the clerical and lay members of the Annual 
Conferences in the elections to the General Conference. of all dele- 
gates, clerical and lay, each alike to be the representatives of the 
people in the field of their respective responsibilities. 

3. Such an organization of the General Conference body as shall 
secure not only the joint ballot of both orders in the election of all 
General Conference officers and general superintendents, thus 
making our Bishops also emphatically “the messengers of the 
Churches ” as well as “ the glory of Christ,” but also to each order 
distinctively the responsibilities enjoined of the Holy Ghost; to 
wit, the organization of the General Conference in three concurrent 
houses, to be known respectively as the House of General Su- 
perintendents, the House of Presbyters, and the House of Lay 
Representatives: the House of Presbyters to be charged with the 
initiative in all measures relating to moral discipline, ministerial 
adininistration, and the Ritual; and the House of Lay Representa- 
tives with the initiative in all measures pertaining to finance or 
other secularities, the concurrence of two houses being necessary 
to complete an action; and the House of the General Superintend- 
ents, as the chief pastors of the Church, alone having a negative 
upon the action of the House of Lay Representatives. 


GERMANY AND SWITZERLAND. 


L. 8. Jacoby offered the following paper, with 
the request that it be read. Pending its reading, a 
motion was made that the further reading be dispensed 
with, but the motion did not prevail. The reading 
was completed, and the paper was referred to the 
Committee on Woman’s Work in the Church ; 
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It.is the duty of the Church to make all her members. as useful 
as possible in her great work of love. Therefore our sisters de- 
mand with full right that to them as well as to the men their situa- 
tion for usefulness shall be designated. Providence as well as the 
word of God has done it, and the Churches of the first ages fol- 
lowed their advice. The hearts of women so full of sympathy, their 
strong power of will, their natural power to bear pain, their agility, 
their tenderness, their fine and delicate hands, and many other good 
qualities:and virtues, make them especially able to nurse the sick. 
Rome knows well what great influence women can exercise as 
nurses of the sick, and has filled our free and happy country with 
its Sisters of Mercy, who labor for its cause faithfully, and who have 
persuaded many sick Protestants to become Romanists, and many 
rich to leave their money to the Jesuits. 

Another branch of benevolence which .is especially adapted to 
woman, and which Rome has taken in its hands, is the instruction 
of small children, by which occasion nuns take pains to imbue into 
the hearts of the children the idolatry of Rome. 

If now Rome makes use of the work of woman to reach its aim— 
namely, to bring this blessed country under its subjection, and to rob 
it of its political and religious liberty—certainly it is of the greatest 
importance that Christian women should take this great work into 
their hands, as well out of love for their fellow-men as for the good 
of their country; therefore, 

Resolved, By this General Conference that we recommend to the 
sisters of our Church, 

1. To establish hospitals in all large cities of our country, as 
well for the benefit of the sick as also for the training of nurses, 
(deaconesses.) 

2. To found an institute for the training of sisters for the in- 
struction of small children, and to form societies to establish in all 
cities schools for small children. 


MINNESOTA. 


T. M. Gossard offered the following resolutions, 
which were referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, 1. That the Committee on Revisals be and hereby are 
requested to consider the propriety of striking out of the Disci- 
pline, chap. i, sec. 5, page 128, paragraph 3, line two, the words, 
“indulging in sinful tempers or words, the buying, selling, or 
using intoxicating liquors as a beverage,” and insert the words 
after “conduct,” ‘such as improper words or tempers, or diso- 
bedience to the order and discipline of the Church;” so that it 
shall read, “‘But in cases of neglect of duties of any kind, impru- 
dent conduct, such as improper words or tempers, or disobedience 
to the order and discipline of the Church.” 

Fesolved, 2. That the Discipline, sec. 10, page 84, be amended by 
striking out all that relates to missionaries, 


NEBRASKA. 


J. B. Maxfield offered the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Education : 
Resolved, That the General Conference shall elect a Board of 


Managers and Corresponding Secretary for the Educational Society, 
who together shall exercise supervision over all institutions of 
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learning, claiming the support of the Church, by whom all degrees 
shall be issued or indorsed, all courses of study be approved, and 
who shall form a board of advisement concerning the founding and 
endowment of all new institutions. 


T. B. Lemon offered the following preamble and 
resolutions, and they were referred to the Committee 
on Missions: 


Whereas, Our missionary work, both foreign and domestic, has 
become so extensive, and new fields are annually opening before 
us, requiring enlarged liberality by our people and increased appro- 
priations to meet the necessary expense of entering and cultivating 
such fields; and, 

Whereas, We believe our people will make their offerings equal 
to such wants, should they be thoroughly instructed in the impor- 
tance of the tield and work; and, 

Whereas, Our Missionary Advocate is too small and makes its 
appearance too seldom to do effectually its intended work; 
therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That we recommend the Committee on Missions to in- 
quire into the expediency of so enlarging the Missionary Advocate 
as to make it equal to the great demand upon it. 

Resolved, 2. That it beissued weekly or semi-monthly instead of 
monthly as heretofore. 

Resolved, 3. That there be an editor elected for this specific work. 


NEW ENGLAND. 


L. R. Thayer offered the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on the Book Con- 
cern : 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be and hereby 
are instructed to inquire into the expediency of making provision 
for the publication of a monthly missionary magazine, to contain as 
late and as full missionary intelligence as practicable from all 
sources, together with essays and other articles embracing the 
current thoughts of the Church in this great department of Chris- 
tian work. : 


W. F. Warren offered the following preamble and 
resolution, and they were referred to the Committee 
on Episcopacy : 


Whereas, It is understood that our venerable and honored Mis- 
sionary Secretary declines a re-election to his important post; and, 

Whereus, No successor would wish to enter upon his duties 
without first visiting our missions in person, and acquainting him- 
self with the missionaries; and, 

Whereas, Under existing arrangements such a journey would 
not lessen the amount of episcopal travel necessary to the regular 
supervision of the foreign fields, and would for a year deprive the 
missionary interests at home of the presence and attention of their 
chief official guardian; and, 

Whereas, The Bishops of the Church, in the regular discharge of 
their duties, naturally acquire a more perfect acquaintance with 
our missionary candidates, mission fields, and missionaries than 
any non-episcopal officer can well attain; and, 
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Whereas, The change about to be suggested is understood to 
harmonize with the judgment and desire of many of our foreign 
missionaries; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be hereby -in- 
structed to inquire into and report upon the expediency of as- 
signing the duties heretofore devolving upon the Missionary Secre- 
tary with respect to Foreign Missions to one of the Bishops, for 
the four years next ensuing. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


C. M. Dinsmore presented the following resolution, 
and it was referred to Committee on New Hymn Book: 


The undersigned respectfully remonstrates against the revisal of 
our standard collection of hymns. 


NEW JERSEY. 


J. B. Dobbins presented the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to consider 
the propriety of adding to the forty-sixth resolution of the Appen- 
dix, page 337, the following clause, namely: “ Provided, however, 
that this resolution shall not be construed to apply to persons 
guilty of immoral conduct.” 


NEVADA. 


T. H. WGrath offered the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Boundaries: 


Resolved, That in the event of a division of the California Confer- 
ence in the next four years, the Bishop who may preside at tho 
California Conference when such division is made is hereby em- 
powered to unite the northern part of the State of California and 
the Nevada Conference into one Conference. 


NEW YORK. 


William Goss presented the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolwed, That the Committee on Revisals be respectfully re- 
quested to consider the expediency of definitely determining what 
Quarterly Conference action is legitimate and orderly under the. 
question, ‘‘ Are there any complaints?” 


C. D. Foss offered the following resolution, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Temperance : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Temperance be requested to in- 
quire into the expediency of our recognizing and approving the 
work of the National Temperance Society and Publication House; 
of our recommending its publications to our Sunday-schoola and 
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our people generally, and asking collections and contributions for 
its treasury wherever practicable. 


NORTH-WEST GERMAN. 


C. A. Loeber offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resolved, That the General Conference authorize. the Western 
Book Agents to publish a German monthly family magazine. 


OREGON. 


J. F. Devore offered the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, That our Discipline be amended by striking out all after 
the word ‘‘unavoidable,” at the end of the fourth line in the first 
answer to the first question, to wit, ‘‘Is any thing advisable in 
regard to building churehes?” sec. J, chap. iii, Part VI, page 278. 
EL propose to strike out all beginning with the word “otherwise,” from 
that to the word “too,” making a little more than five lines: 


PROVIDENCE. 


M. J. Talbot presented the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals consider the propriety 
of amending the Discipline, page 84, Part IJ, chap. ii, sec. 10, by, 
inserting at the end of the second paragraph, after the words 
‘‘Bishop or Presiding Elder,” the following words: ‘But while he 
is: on trial the Annual Conference alone has jurisdiction over the 
question of his authority to preach.” 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


A. Webster presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That. the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the propriety of amending the Discipline, Part II, chap ii, sec. 
13, page 90, by striking out. after the words “our cities,” ‘and to 
our people of color.” The sentence so amended will read, “ Mis- 
sionaries to neglected portions of our cities, and on foreign sta- 
tions.” 


TENNESSEE. 
John Braden offered the following resolution, and 
it was adopted : 


Resolved, That in view of the important action contemplated on 
Tuesday next, we appoint to-morrow as a day of fasting and. prayer 
for the Divine blessing and guidance in the election of our General 
Superintendents. 
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TROY. 


C. F. Burdick presented the following preamble and 
resolution, and they were referred to the Committee 
on Revisals : 


Whereas, There is a diversity of opinion as to where a Church 
member should be responsible while holding his certiticate of mem- 
bership; therefore, 

Resolved, That every member shall be held responsible to the 
Church from which he takes his letter until he presents it else- 
where; and that if said letter be not presented to some Church 
within one year from its date it shall be regarded as a breach of 
our rules and treated accordingly. 


Homer Eaton presented the following preamble and 
resolution, which were also referred to the Committee 
on Revisals : 


Whereas, The Bishops seem not to agree as to whether an An- 
nual Conference can finally adjourn and leave a court appointed to 
investigate charges against any of its members to complete its 
work and make its findings; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to insert 
in the Book of Discipline a clause which shall determine future ace 
tion in the premises. 


UPPER IOWA. 


Hiram Price offered the following resolution, and it 
was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Book Agents be and they are hereby directed 
to publish in the Daily Advocate to-morrow (Friday) morning 
the amount of money received by them from each Conference on 
account of expenses of delegates to this General Conference. 


WEST VIRGINIA. 


Alexander Martin offered the ch resolution, 
and it was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the American Bible Society be 
instructed, if possible, to ascertain and report, 

1. Whether any special attempt at an amended translation or re- 
vision of our commonly-received version of the Bible, and with a 
view of being substituted for said common version, be now in 
progress; and, if so, by what authority, and under whose auspices. 

Hp AKO) report, further, whether our own branch of the Church, 
either through the Bishops or otherwise, has been invited to co- 
operate with any other branch or branches of the Church in such 
enterprise, and be duly eoproneniony in said work of translation or 
revision. 


B. R. Bonner asked and obtained leave of absence 
for the following delegates, to enable them to attend 
to some Committee business, namely: John Owen, 
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Quigg, and W. H. H. Beadle. aes ae 
WEST WISCONSIN. West Wiscon- 
SIN. 


On motion of John E. Stillman, the third rule for Rules on Ap- 
the Committee on Appeals, dividing the Committee 4 ™& 
into two sections for the trial of cases, was repealed, 
and the Committee is authorized and directed to act 
hereafter as a unit; provided always that a quorum of 
the Committee shall not be less than fifteen members. 


WILMINGTON. WILMINGTON. 


Wesley Kenney offered the following resolutions, Kenney on 8ep- 
A 4 a arate Voting. 
and they were referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, 1. That the second paragraph of ans. 3, page 334 of the 
Appendix to the Discipline be so altered as to read, ‘The minis- 
terial and lay delegates shall sit and deliberate together as one 
body; but on all questions proposing constitutional or organic 
changes in our economy they shall vote separately, and it shall re- 
quire a concurrent majority of two thirds of both orders to effect 
such constitutional or organic change; and on all other questions 
they shall vote separately when it is demanded by one third of 
either order; and in such cases a concurrent majority of both 
orders shall be necessary for the final determination of the 
question.” 

Resclved, 2. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to Local Preach- 
zonsider and report upon the expediency of amending the present rs. 
provision of the Discipline designating the Quarterly Conference to 

“which a located or discontinued preacher shall be amenable, by 
adding after the close of the second answer to the question, “ What 
directions shall be given concerning local preachers?” in sec. 19, 
chap. ii, the following, namely: ‘Until he shall duly connect him- 
self with a Quarterly Conference elsewhere.” 


R. A. Caruthers moved to suspend the order of the Caruthers'smio- 
day to take from the table the series of resolutions re- up certain 
lating to the Episcopacy, offered by him and others on “*7#"8. 
Monday last, but the motion did not prevail. 

On motion, the order of the day, namely, the recep- Free Church of 
tion of the deputation from the Free Church of Italy, ane 
was taken up. 

A. 8. Hunt, Chairman of the Committee on the Re- 
ception of Fraternal Delegates, introduced to the 
Bishop, and the Bishop to the Conference, the Rey. 

J. B. Thompson and the Rev. Father Alessandro 
Gavazzi, both of whom addressed the Conference in 


relation to evangelistic movements in Italy. 
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The Chairman of the Committee on the Reception 
of Fraternal Delegates also introduced to the Confer- 
ence the Rev. John J. Murray, D.D., a Delegate from 
the General Conference of the Methodist Protestant 
Church. After the reading of his credentials, and of 
the action of the General Conference whose messenger 
he is, on the subject of the union of the various Meth- 
odist Churches in this country, Dr. Murray addressed 
the Conference. 

At the conclusion of his address, a letter from the 
Hon. George Vickers, a member of the same deputa- 
tion, but who because of pressing public duties was 
unable to be present, was read to the Conference. 
{For Address, see Appendix 32.] 

On motion of John Braden, the Committee of Ar- 
rangements was requested to provide for a suitable 
religious service in this hall to-morrow. 

The Committee of Arrangements was also request- 
ed to receive applications made by pastors of other 
Churches for ministerial aid from members of the 
General Conference, and, so far as practicable, procure 
supplies for their pulpits. There being no German on 
the Committee of Arrangements, on motion, ©. F. 
Grimm was added to the Committee. 

On motion of J. M. Reid, the Address of the Gen- 
eral Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church 
and other. papers were referred to the Committee on 
Church Union. 

On motion, the time of the session was extended. 

At the request of the East Genesee Delegation 
David Decker was excused from serving on the Stand- 
ing Committee on the Book Concern, and C. W. Ben- 
nett was appointed in his stead. 

A communication from Bishop Singleton T. Jones 
and others, of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church, was read, and referred to the Committee on 
Church Union. [For Letter, see Appendix 33.]| 

At the request of the Maine Delegation, William 
Deering was excused from serving on the Committee 
on Missions, and S. F. Wetherbee was appointed in 
his stead. 

W. F. Cowles moved to take up the report of the 
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Special Committee on the Support of the Bishops, ete. 
A substitute, making the consideration of this report 
the order of the day for to-morrow morning, imme- 
diately after the reading of the Journal, was accepted 
and adopted. 

Jesse T. Peck, Chairman of the Committee on Itin- 
-erancy, reported back certain papers relating to min- 
isterial support, and they were referred to the special 
Committee on that subject. 

On motion, Report No. I from the Committee on 
Missions was taken from the table, and the first sec- 
tion, providing for the appointment of the General 
Missionary Committee, was read and adopted, as fol- 
lows, namely : 


The Committee on Missions recommend the following amendment 
to Article XI of the Constitution of the Missionary Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, namely: 


Art. XI.— General Missionary Committee. 


The General Conference shall divide the Annual Conferences into 
twelve Mission Districts, from each of which there shall be one 
representative, to be appointed for the term of four years by the 
General Conference at each of its sessions, on the nomination of the 
delegates of the Annual Conferences within the Mission Districts 
respectively, and twelve representatives, to be appointed annually 
by the Board of Managers from its own members, who, with the 
Secretaries and Treasurers of the Society and the Board of Bishops, 
shall constitute a committee, to be called the General Missionary 
Committee: provided, that the Bishops shall fill any vacancy that 
may occur among the members appointed by the General Confer- 
ence, so tliat each Mission District may be fully represented at each 
annual meeting. 

The General Missionary Committee shall meet annually in the 
city of New York, and at such time in the month of November as 
shall be determined by the Secretaries and Treasurers, of which 
due notice shall be given to each member, and the Bishops shall 
preside over the deliberations. 

Said General Missionary Committee shall determine what fields 
shall be occupied as foreign missions, the number of persons to be 
employed on said missions, and the amount necessary for the sup- 
port of each mission; and it shall also determine the amount for 
which each Bishop may draw for the domestic missions of the Con- 
ferences over which he shall preside, and the Bishop shall not draw 
on the treasurers for more than said amount. Nevertheless, in the 
intervals between the meetings of the General Missionary Commit- 
tee, the Board of Managers may provide for any unforeseen emer- 
gency that may arise in any of our missions, and to meet such 
demands may expend any additional amount not exceeding twenty- 
five thousand dollars. 

The General Missionary Committee shall be amenable to the Gen- 
eral Conference, to which it shall make a full report of its doings. 

Any expenses incurred in the discharge of its duties shall be 
paid from the treasury of the Society. 
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The section providing for Mission Districts being 
under consideration, on motion of Luke Hitchcock, 
the following resolution was adopted, namely : 

Resolved, That the part of the Report No. I, relating to the organ- 
ization of districts, be referred to a Committee of ten, composed of 
the Chairman and Secretary of the following Standing Committees: 
on Episcopacy, Missions, Book Concern, Church Extension, and 


Freedmen, for the purpose of arranging a uniform system of General 
Conference or Church Districts. 


At the request of the North-west Indiana delegation, 
John: Brownfield was excused from the Standing Com- 
mittee on the Book Concern, and N. L. Brakeman was 
appointed in his stead. 

On motion of J. M. Buckley, all the correspondence 
in the oftice of the Missionary Secretaries, or in the 
hands of the Bishops, relating to the Italian Mission, 
was referred to the Committee on Missions. 

A. 8. Hunt reported that the Committee of Arrange- 
ments had designated the hour from eleven to twelve 
o’clock to-morrow for special religious services, and 
that the services would be held under the supervision 
of George Peck, of the Wyoming Conference. 

On motion, Conference adjourned. After the dox- 
ology had been sung, the benediction was pronounced 
by Rev. Mr. Sutherland, of Canada. 


FRIDAY MORNING, MAY 17, 


The Conference met this morning, Bishop Ames in 
the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by J. B. 
Wakeley, of the New York Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read 
and approved. 

W. F. Cowles moved to take up the special order 
of the day, namely, the Report of the Special Com- 
mittee on the Support of the Bishops, and to meet 
other expenses. 

At the request of the Wilmington delegation, W. H. 
Thompson was granted leave of absence, and Thomas 
Mallalieu took his place in the Conference and on the 
Committees, 
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At the request of the Georgia delegation, John C. 
Kimball took the place of C. A. Ellington inthe Con- 
ference and on the Committees. 

At the request of the Michigan delegation, Charles 
R. Brown, a lay delegate, was admitted to a seat in 
this body, and was placed on the Committee on Itin- 
erancy instead of G. B. Jocelyn. 

Daniel M. Bates, of the Wilmington Conference, at 
his own request, was granted leave of absence until 
Tuesday next. 

A. 8. Lakin, of Alabama, was placed on the Com- 
mittee on Education. 

W. F. Cowles’s motion to take up the order of the 
day was then adopted. 

A. C. George moved the adoption of the first section 
of the Report, that is, that part relating to the support 
of the Bishops. 

Pending the discussion of this motion, W. F. Cowles 

“moved the previous question, which was ordered, and 
the. motion to adopt the portion of the report under 
consideration prevailed. 

A. C. George moved the adoption of the second sec- 
tion of the report, and the motion prevailed. 

On motion of A. C. George, the resolutions in the 
report were adopted. 

And then the report as a whole was adopted, as 
follows, namely : 


The Special Committee appointed to devise some plan for the 
support of the Bishops, and to meet the expenses of the General 
Conference and other expenses, without intrenching on the funds 
consecrated to other purposes, respeetfully report as follows: 

We recommend that the following constitute sections first and 
second of chap. i, Part V1, of the Book of Discipline. 


SECTION I. 


Quest. What provision shall be made for the support of the 
Bane and the widows and children of deceased Bishops ? 

Ans. 1. The General Conference shall determine which of the 
BiARS. are effective, and which are non-effective. 

Ans. 2. It shall be the duty of the Book Committee to make an 
estimate of the amount necessary to furnish a competent support to 
each effective Bishop, considering the number and condition of his 
family ; and the amount, if any, necessary to the comfortable main- 
tenance of the non- -effective Bishops; and also the amount necessary 
to assist the widows and children of deceased Bishops; and the 
Bishops are authorized to draw on the Agents of the Book Concern 
for said amount, and also for their traveling expenses. 
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The Bishop presiding at an Annual Conference within whose 
bounds a avidow or orphan of a deceased Bishop may reside shall 
be authorized to draw on the Agents of the Book Concern for such 
amount as may be estimated as aforesaid. 

Ans. 3. The Book Committee shall divide the aggregate sum re- 
quired to be raised for these purposes among the Annual Confer- 
ences, according to their several ability ; and the Annual Confer- 
ences shall apportion the same to the several districts; and the 
District Stewards to the several charges. 

And it shall be the duty of the Presiding Elders to see that the 
amounts assessed on the different appointments are raised and for- 
warded to the Agents of the Book Concern. 

Ans. 4. The Agents of the Book Concern shall charge the sums 
paid to the Bishops, and to the widows and children of deceased 
Bishops, to “ The Episcopal Fund,” and all collections received from 
the different charges for the support of the Bishops shall be cred- 
ited to said fund. And the Agents shall report annually to the 
Annual Conferences the amounts received from the several Annual 
Conferences on account of said fund, and also the expenditures 
made; and shall make a full and detailed exhibit of such receipts 
and expenditures for the term of four years in their quadrennial 
report tothe General Conference; and if there shall be a deficiency 
and a balance due the Book Concern, the General Conference shall 
provide for its payment. 


SECTION Il:—THE PERMANENT FUND. 


There shall be a fund known as “The Permanent Fund,” to be 
held by the Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church, the prin- 
cipal of which shall be intact forever, and which shall be invested 
by said Trustees in first-class securities, and at as favorable rates 
as can be legully secured. 

Jt shall be the duty of all our ministers to obtain, as far as prac- 
ticable, contributions to said fund, by donations, bequests, and 
otherwise. 

The interest accumulating from said fund shall be subject to the 
order of the General Conference for the following purposes: 

1. To pay the expenses of the General Conference. 

2. To pay the expenses of the deleyations appointed by the Gen- 
eral Conference to corresponding bodies. 

3. To make up any deticiencies in the salaries of the Bishops. 

4. To relieve tlic uecessities of the superannuated and worn-out 
preachers, and of the widows and orphans of those who have died 
in the work. 

_ The Committee also recommend that answer 1 in sec. 4, chap. 1ii, 
Part VI, be amended by the addition of the following words: 

“ Provided, that any sums thus donated or bequeathed, but not 
especially designated for any benevolent object, shall be appropri- 
ated to ‘The Permanent Fund;’” 

So that the whole paragraph will read: 

“There shall be located at Cincinnati an incorporated Board of 
Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church, composed of twelve 
members, six ministers and six laymen, appointed by the General 
Conterence, of whom three of each class shall hold office four 
years, and three of eacli class eight years; all vacancies to be filled 
quadrennially by the General Conference. The duty of this Board 
shall be to hold in trust for, the benefit of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, any and all donations, bequests, grants, and funds in 
trust, ete., that may be given or conveyed to said Board, or to the 
Methodist Mpiscopal Church, as such, for any benevolent object, and 
to administer the said funds and the proceeds of the same, in ac- 
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cordance with the directions of the donors, and of the interests of 
the Church contemplated by said donors, under the direction of 
the General Conference: Provided, that any sums thus donated or 
bequeathed, but not specifically designated for any benevolent ob- 
jeet, shall be appropriated to ‘he Permanent Fund.’” 

Also, that in Part II, chap. i, sec. 3, the second answer to the 
fifth question be so amended that the fourth item in answer to 
the question; ‘‘ What amounts have been apportioned to be raised 
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by this charge this year?” shall be, ‘For the support of the ' 


Bishops ;’’ and that under the head of ‘ Applied,” the third item 
shall be ‘On the Bishops’ claim.” 

Also in Part VI, chap. i, see. 2, there shall be added to the first 
answer to quest. 1, after the words, “and to apportion the 
same, including house-rent and traveling expenses,” the words, 
“and also the claim of the Bishops assessed to the district by the 
Annual Conference; ” so that the whole paragraph will read, ‘‘ To 
make an estimate of the amount necessary to furnish a comfortable 
support to the Presiding Elder, and to apportion the same, includ- 
ing house-rent and traveling expenses, and also the claim of the 
Bishops assessed to the district by the Annual Conference, among 
the different circuits and stations in the district, according to their 
several ability.” 

The Committee also recommend the adoption of the following 
resolutions: 

Resolved, 1. That the Agents of the Book Concern at New York 
and Cincinnati be a Committee to estimate, as near as may be, the 
sum necessary to defray the expenses of the next General Confer- 
ence, and the expenses of delegates appoinied by this General Con- 
ference to corresponding bodies, and report the same to the Board 
of Bishops by the time of their meeting in the fall of 1874. 

Resolved, 2. That the Bishops be authorized to apportion the said 
amount among the several Conferences according to their best 
judgement of their ability to meet the same, and notify the said 
Conferences of the sum apportioned to them, at their sessions 
in 1875. 

Resolwed, 3. That it shall be the duty of the said Conferences to 
make arrangements for raising the amount so apportioned, and any 
Conference failing to do so shall forfeit all claim for the expenses 
of its delegation. 


On motion of J. M. Walden, T. W. Coldwell was 
placed on.the Committee on Centennial of American 
Independence. 

Leave of absence was granted J. W. shea of Mis- 
souri, owing to family affliction. 

At the request of the delegation, leave of absence 
for the remainder of the session was granted to Horace 
Muzzy, of East Maine. 

On motion of J. M. Walden, a special Committee of 
five was ordered, to nominate Trustees of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, to fill vacancies occurring 
in the Board at this time. 

At the hour of eleven o’clock the order of the day, 
namely, Religious Services, was taken up, and they 
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were continued, under the direction of George Peck, 
till the time for adjournment. Sis 

At the close the doxology was sung, after which 
the benediction was Ba ee by George Peck, of 
Wyoming. 


SATURDAY MORNING, MAY 18, 


Conference met this morning, Bishop Simpson in 
the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by 
Nathan Shumate, of the Missouri Conference. 

‘The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read 
and approved. 

On motion, leave of absence for a few days was 
granted to E. H. Rogers, of Nebraska. 

The following named Special Committees were an- 
nounced, namely: 


TO NOMINATE TRUSTEES OF THE METHODIST EPIS- 
COPAL CHURCH. 


J. M. Trimble, J. M. Phillips, 


D. Stevenson, L. J. Critchfield, 
J. F. Chalfant. 


ON MORE LIBERAL SUPPORT OF THE MINISTRY. 


Samuel Steele, William J. Groo, 
W. A. Wardwell, Horace Benton, 
R. A. W. Briiehl. 


ON SEAMEN’S CAUSE. 


R. 8. Stubbs, C. F. Grimm, 
H. W. Worthen, A. L. Brice, 
A. E. Ballard. 


ON JOHN-STREET METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 
NEW YORK. 
T. G. Osborn, S. Meredith, 
J. B. Cornell, W. G. Queal, 


John A. Gere. 
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At the request of the Maine delegation, Charles 
Munger was granted leave of absence for the remain- 
der of the session. 

W. L. Harris moved that all proposed changes of 
the Discipline, after being adopted by this Conference, 
be referred to the Committee on Revisals for incor- 
poration in the Discipline, and the motion pre- 
vailed. 

The roll of Standing and Special Committees was 
called, and Reports were presented as follows: 


EPISCOPACY. 


J. M. Trimble presented Reports Nos. II, III, and IV 
of this Committee, and moved their adoption, which 
motion prevailed, and they were adopted as follows: 


REPORT NO. II. 


The Committee on Episcopacy respectfully present the following 
report to the General Conference: ¥ 

After considering the paper referred to the Committee, appealing 
from the decision of the Bishop who presided at the last session of 
the North Indiana Conference, touching the jurisdiction of a Quar- 
terly Conference over a preacher on trial, the following resolution 
was adopted: 

Resolved, That we approve of the ruling of Bishop Scott in the 
ease before us, which is to the effect that the only jurisdiction 
which a Quarterly Conference has overa preacher on trial for mem- 
bership in an Annual Conference is to try him when accused of 
crime. 


REPORT NO. III. 


The Committee on Episcopacy respectfully report to the General 
Conference, that having considered the resolution referred to them 
suggesting regulations in regard to transfers, it is their judgment 
that this whole subject is absolutely under the control of the Bish- 
ops, to whom pertains the right not only to transfer pastors, but to 
determine all the details in connection therewith. 


REPORT NO. IV. 


The Committee on Episcopacy respectfully report to the General 
Conference, concerning the election of colored Bishops, that they 
are deeply impressed with the Christian spirit manifested by those 
memorializing the General Conference on this subject. The rapid 
progress our brethren of color are making in all that elevates man- 
kind is most commendable, and we have no doubt there is a future 
of great promise before them. Your Committee would further 
report, that, in their judgment, there is nothing in race, color, or 
former condition that is a bar to an election to the Hpiscopacy, the 
true course being for us to elect only such persons as are, by their 
pre-eminent piety, endowments, culture, general fitness, and accept- 
ability, best qualitied to fill the office. 
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J. M. Trimble also presented Report No. V of same 
Committee, recommending the election of eight Bishops. 

H. Slicer moved to amend by inserting six instead 
of eight. se 

A motion was made to lay the amendment on the 
table. 

On this motion Henry Slicer called for the ayes and 
noes, which call was sustained, and the vote was. as 
follows, namely : 

Ayes—Adams, Abernethy, Albright of Philadel- 
phia, Bachman, Beadle, Black, Bonner, Bowman of 
Upper Iowa, Bracken, Braden, Bradley, Brooks (C.), 
Brooks (D.), Brown of Michigan, Brown of Washing- 
ton, Briehl, Brunson, Brush, Caruthers, Claflin, Clark 
of New England, Cobleigh, Coldwell, Cooley, Cordozo, 
Cornell, Coxe, Crary, Curtis, Davisson, Day, Dear- 
born, Decker, Deering, Devore, Dinsmore, Edwards, 
Endsley, Evans of Colorado, Evans of Iowa, Faber, 
Fairchild, Fanning, Fayle, Foss, Foster, Fowler, French, 
Fuller, Fullerton, Garrett, George, Gere, Gibson, Gill- 
am, Golliday, Goodrich, Gossard, Graham, Hackedorn, 
Hamlin, Harford, Harris of Washington, Harroun, 
Haven of Detroit, Haven of New England, Hight, Hill 
of Mississippi, Hitchcock, Hodgson, Hogoboom, Hop- 
kins, Hoyt of New York East, Hoyt of North Ohio, 
Huffman, Hughey, Jacoby, Jaques, Jewell, Johnson, 
Joy, Keeler, Kiger, Kimball, Klippell, Knotts, Koen- 
eke, Kynett, Lakin, Lemon of Nebraska, Leslie, Lewis 
of Minnesota, Lewis of Missouri, Lindsay, Loeber, 
Lore, M’Ann, M’Donald, Maclay, Mallalieu of New 
England, Mann, Mansell, Marshall, Marvin, Matton, 
Maxfield, Middleton, Miley, Mitchell of Des Moines, 
More of Rock River, Moses, Mudge, Nast, Nelson, 
Nesbit, Nutt, Olmstead, Osborn, Peck of Wyoming, 
Pershing, Phelps of Central New York, Phelps of Vir- 
ginia, Phillips of Cincinnati, Pitman, Plaisted, Potter, 
Prettyman, Queal of Wyoming, Quigg, Ramsay, Reid 
of Michigan, Rich of Minnesota, Roberts, Robinson of 
Washington, Root, Rust, Shaw, Sheets, Sherman, 
Shinkle, Shoveler, Shumate, Skinner, Slavens, Sorin, 
Steele of West Virginia, Stevenson, Stratton, Stubbs, 
Swearengin, Talbot, Taylor of Holston, Thayer, Thomas 
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of Illinois, Thompson of Georgia, Vincent, Walden, 
Warren, Webb, Webster, Wells of Mississippi, Went- 
worth, Whedon, Wilbor, Wiley, Wood of Illinois, 
Woodruff, Wright of Kansas, Wythe, Young—170. 
Noes—Akers, Albright of Pittsburgh, Allen of 
Maine, Allyn of Southern Illinois, Anderson, Andrews, 
Baker, Baldwin of Illinois, Bannister, Barnes, Beale, 
Bennett of East Genesee, Benton, Berkley, Berry, 
Bingham, Birch, Bowman of North Indiana, Brakeman, 
Brown of Genesee, Brownfield, Bryan, Buck, Burdick, 
Burr of Newark, Carlton, Carter, Chaffee, Chambers, 
Clarke of Erie, Clements, Coggshall, Cooper, Corwin, 
Crane, Crawford, Critchfield, Cumming, Curry, Dash- 
iell, Davis, Deale, De Pauw, Dickhaut, Dobbins (J. B.), 
Dunn, Eaton, Ebbert, Eddy, Eldred, Elliott, Elmore, 
English, Ferguson, Fish, Fisk, Funk, Gee, Godfrey, 
Goode, Goss, Graw, Grimm, Groo, Hammer, Harlow, 
Harmount, Harrington of New Hampshire, Harring- 
ton of Rock River, Harris of Central Ohio, Hester of 
Indiana, Hester of South-eastern Indiana, Hibbard, 
Hill of Erie, Hill of Wilmington, Holloway, Holmes, 
Horner, Hubbard of East. Genesee, Hunt, Hunter of 
Central Illinois, Hunter of Pittsburgh, Huntington, 
Hurlburt, Ives of Central New York, Jervis, Jewett, 
Jones of Delaware, Jones of Wisconsin, Keller of 
North-west. German, Kenney, King, Klein, Kopp, 
Lanahan, Lane, Latimer, Lawrence, Lemon of North 
Indiana, Logan of Central Illinois, Logan of West 
Virginia, Lyon of North Ohio, M’ Allister, M’Cauley, 
MW Cullough, MElfresh, M’Grath, M’Murray, M’Will- 
iams, Malcom, Mallalieu of Wilmington, Manning, 
Marlay, Martin (A.), Martin (G.), Mead of Erie, Mead 
of Troy, Merrill, Miller of Wisconsin, Mitchell of Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania, Muir, Munsell, Muzzy, Olds, Osbon, 
Palmer, Patton, Pease, Peck of Central New York, 
Peck of Washington, Pierce of Southern Illinois, 
Phillips of North Indiana, Pillsbury, Porter, Prentice, 
Price, Prince, Queal of Central New York, Quinn, 
Raymond, Reed of North-west Indiana, Reynolds of 
Wisconsin, Rice, Ritchie, Robinson of Philadelphia, 
Rothweiler, Rutledge, Sapp, Saxe, Schlagenhauf, See, 
Sigler, Simmons, Slicer, Smart, Stillman, Stoker, Strong, 
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Tansey, Taylor of Lexington, Thomas of Philadelphia, 
Thompson of Indiana, Thompson (T. J.) of Wilming- 
ton, Tincher, Tousey, Trimble, Upham, Van Cleve, 
Waite, Wakeley, Wardwell of East Maine, Waring, 
Washburn, Weakley, Wells of Troy, West, Wetherbee, 
White, Williams, Wilson of Central Ohio, Wilson of 
Troy, Witherspoon, Wood of South-eastern Indiana, 
Woodward, Wright of Central New York—185. 

Absent or not voting—Ashcom, Baldwin of Balti- 
more, Ballard, Bates, Bennett of Wyoming, Bishop, 
Blaisdell, Bresee, Brice, Brown of New York, Buck- 
ley, Bundy, Burr of Nebraska, Callahan, Campbell, 
Chalfant, Childs, Comstock, Cowles, Dillingham, Dob- 
bins (S. A.), Durbin, Ela, Gavitt, Gilman, Harlan, 
Hill of New Jersey, Hosford, Hubbard of West Vir- 
ginia, Ives of Black River, Jocelyn, Keller of Hast 
German, Kuhl, Landry, M’Calmont, M’Intosh, Mat- 
lack, Meredith, Miller of Erie, Moore of California, 
Morgan, Munger, Nicols, Olin, Owen, Peirce of North 
Ohio, Perrine, Phillips of Ohio, Pike, Pond, Rich of 
Michigan, Rogers, Rountree, Sanford, Smith of Li- 
beria, Smith of Oregon, Smith of South-west German, 
Schurmeier, Steele of Wisconsin, Tasker, Tourgee, 
Wardwell of Providence, Warner, Watson, Whitney, 
W orthen—66. 

The motion to lay the amendment of Henry Slicer 
on the table was lost, 170 voting in favor of the mo- 
tion, and 185 against it. ' 

Amos Shinkle moved to amend the amendment by 
inserting seven instead of six, but this motion was laid 
on the table by a count vote of 189 to 154. 

F. A. Hester moved the previous question, but the 
motion did not prevail. 

The vote on H. Slicer’s motion, to substitute six in- 
stead of eight, as recommended by the Committee, 
was then taken, and the motion did not prevail. 

The Report was then adopted as follows, namely : 


REPORT NO. VY. 


The Committee on Episcopacy respectfully report : 

That in their judgment eight Bishops should be elected at this 
session of the General Conference. 

They also report the following resolution: 
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Resolved, That the Bishops are hereby requested to arrange their 
episcopal labors so that the senior members of the Board, who, 
notwithstanding their diminished numbers, have so faithfully sup- 
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plied the Church with episcopal supervision, may have the rest and Senior Bishops 
to have Rest. 


relief which their impaired health and strength so imperatively 
demand. 


By a rising vote the Conference expressed its grati- Bishop Janes 
present. 


fication that Bishop Janes was again able to be pres- 
ent in the Conference. 

On motion of T. M. Eddy, the order of the day, 
namely, Memorial Services for our Deceased Bishops, 
was then taken up. 

F. G. Hibbard having been designated to preside a 
these services, came on the platform and took the 
chair. 

J. M. Reid announced the two hundred and.twenty 
second hymn, commencing at the stanza, 


O happy, happy place, 
Where saints and angels meet! 


There we shall see each other’s face, 
And all our brethren greet; 


and after the singing he led in prayer. The Chairman 
said: It seems to me proper to say that the present hour 
is devoted to memorial services in behalf of the lamented 
Bishops of our Church who have died during the last 
four years. The order of the service will be, first, a 
general presentation or brief notice of the characters 
who have gone; and, secondly, a further representa- 
tion of the deceased Bishops individually by brethren 
who have been appointed to that service. The next 
service in order will, therefore, be a general notice of 
the lives and characters of the deceased Bishops by 
the Rev. Bishop Simpson. 

Bishop Simpson said: Mr. Chairman and Brethren 
of the General Conference—In behalf of my colleagues 
I would say that we did not understand that the Gen- 
eral Conference at this time desired any paper from 
us in the form of a memoir. As memoirs have already 
been published in the General Minutes for all but one 
of our deceased colleagues, we have thought that a 
simple sketch of them would be all that was desired 


from us, and all that the time allotted would permit. 
17 
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He then read the following sketches of deceased 
Bishops: 
OSMON C. BAKER 


Was born in Marlow, N. H., July 30, 1812. He entered the Wil- 
braham Academy, then under the care of Dr. Fisk. at the aye of 
eighteen. Subsequently he pursued his collegiate course in the 
Wesleyan University until 1834. He then accepted a position as 
teacher, and afterward as principal, in the Newbury Seminary, and 
became a member of the New Hampshire Conference. Three years 
he was a pastor, one year a Presiding Elder. Deeply interested 
in theological education, he also held a professorship in the Biblical 
Institute at Concord, N. I. 

In 1852 he was elected Bishop, and was faithful in all his duties. 
In 1866 he started on a tour to the Pacific coast. He held the 
Colorado Conference, and while traveling in the mountains he was 
stricken with partial paralysis of the throat and tongue. He was 
compelled to return home, and though he was unable to perform much 
episcopal labor, he attended a few Conferences, and continued to 
take a deep interest in all the affairs of the Church. His health 
and strength gradually declined: his paralytic affection became 
more serious and confirmed, making it difficult for him to speak 
distinctly, and on December 20, 1871, he calmly and peacefully 
passed from earth to heaven. 

Bishop Baker was a man of deep and consistent piety, of un- 
usually quiet and modest deportment, a clear thinker, a suecessful 
teacher, an accurate writer, a sound theologian, a good preacher, 
and as a Bishop careful and systematic in all his work. For his 
sweet and gentle spirit and his amiable manners, as well as for his 
learning and talent, he was beloved by a large circle of friends, and 
enjoyed the confidence and esteem of the Church. 


DAVIS W. CLARK 


Was born in the Island of Mount Deseret, off the coast of Maine, Feb- 
ruary 25, 1812. He was converted in early boyhood, and became 
a devoted follower of Christ. In 1836 he graduated from the Wes- 
leyan University. Shortly after that he was-appointed professor 
in the Amenia Seminary, and afterward was elected as principal. 
In 1843 he joined the New York Conference, and after having 
filled five appointments was elected as editor of the ‘“ Ladies’ Re- 
pository” in December, 1852. He was twice re-elected to that 
position, and in 1864 was chosen Bishop. In his episcopal work 
he was diligent and unwearied. It fell to his lot to organize sey- 
eral of the Southern Conferences, and in this department he felt a 
deep and abiding interest. In the spring of 1870 his health began 
to fail, and the death of Bishops Thomson and Kingsley greatly de- 
pressed him. His friends advised rest, but he was unwilling to 
yield, and during the autumn of 1870 he attended all his Confer- 
ences. In the winter following he suffered much, and was con- 
stantly declining. In the spring, contrary to the advice both of his 
friends and colleagues, he resumed his labors, attending the Lex- 
ington, Kentucky, and West Virginia Conferences, and transacting 
the business of the Conference with his usual accuracy. Fiuding 
his strength failing, he was assisted by one of his colleagues at the 
Pittsburgh and New England Conferences. He earnest)y desired 
to meet his brethren of the New York Conference once more, and 
with much weariness sneceeded in reaching Peekskill. He opened 
the session with the Lord’s Supper, presided a few minutes, and, 
calling Bishop Simpsou to the chair, retired to his room. He was 
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conveyed to his bed, and for a time not expected to live, but his 
strength rallying, he reached his home in Cincinnati, where, in the 
raaty of his family, he breathed his last on the twenty-third of May, 
1871. 

Bishop Clark was a man of decided views and great firmness of 
purpose. As a preacher he was able and successful. His ser- 
mons were carefully prepared, and full of instruction. As a 
writer he was clear, forcible, and exact; as a Bishop he was 
careful in arranging the details of official duties, prompt in his 
decisions, and commanding as a presiding officer. His. religious 
experience was clear and triumphant. As he approached the close 
of life his expressions were both consoling and encouraging to his 


‘family. He rejoiced in Christian song, and the music of hymns 


soothed his pain and restlessness. When reduced very low he 
said, “ What a strange outcome of life this seems to me! and yet 
no stranger than it may be to all of you. God sees not as man 
sees.’’ Then he repeated many times, ‘The Lord is my refuge and 
strength, and my present help in time of trouble. Amen, amen.” 

For some time before his death he was unconscious. He passed 
quietly away, and sleeps in Jesus. 


EDWARD THOMSON 


Was born in Portsea, England, October 12, 1810. When he was 
eight years of age his parents moved to America and settled, in 
1820, in Wooster, Ohio. Favored with early educational advan- 
tages, which he carefully improved, he graduated in the Medical 
Department of the University of Pennsylvania at the age of nine- 
teen. He engaged in the practice of medicine between two and 
three years. He was converted in December, 1831, and in Sep- 
tember, 1832, was admitted on trial in the Ohio Conference. Six 
years he spent in the active pastorate, five years at the head of 
Norwalk Seminary; two years as editor of the ‘ Ladies’ Reposi- 
tory;” fourteen years as President of the Ohio Wesleyan University, 
and four years as editor of the ‘‘ Christian Advocate.” In 1864 he 
was elected Bishop, aud was thereafter constantly engaged in epis- 
copal duties. He was on his way from the West Virginia Confer- 
ence to the Pittsburgh Conference when, seized with pneumonia in 
the city of Wheeling, he was called, before any member of his fam- 
ily could reach him, from labor to reward, March 22, 1870. 

Bishop Thomson was a man of decided convictions and of deep 
piety; tender and gentle as a woman, but firm and unwavering as 
a hero. His reading was extensive and varied; as a speaker he 
was eloquent; as a writer he had few equals for aptness of expres- 
sion, and simplicity and beauty of style. In every position, as pastor, 
teacher, editor, and Bishop, he worked successfully, and more than 
met the expectations of the Church. He lived as he died, in calm 
and peaceful trust and confidence in God. Living, he was honored 
and beloved by all who knew him; dying, he is embalmed in the 
memory and affections of the Church. 


CALVIN KINGSLEY 


Was born in Oneida County, New York, September 8, 1812. At 
the age of eighteen he professed conversion, and became an active 
Christian. In 1841 he graduated at Alleghany College, and was 
immediately elected as one of its professors, and was admitted on 
probation in the Erie Conference. He remained connected with 
Alleghany College until 1856, either as professor or agent, but at 
the same time doing much ministerial and pastoral labor. From 
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1856 to 1864 he was editor of the ‘“ Western Christian Advocate,” 
and in 1864 was elected to the office of Bishop. He went to China 
and India in the winter of 1869-’70, having sailed from San Fran- 
cisco, and on his way home passed through Palestine. His tour 
there being finished, he was about to sail from Beirut to Constan- 
tinople, to visit our mission in Bulgaria. His passage being taken, 
he went up on the house-top to enjoy a view of the mountains of 
Lebanon. He returned to his room, was seized with an affection 
of the heart, and in a short time expired. 

Bishop Kingsley was a clear and accurate thinker, a sound theo- 
logian, a ready and skillful debater. As a preacher he was forcible 
and convincing, as a writer strong and logical. He was a man of 
earnestness of character, deep piety, great devotion to the Church, 
and of unwearied activity. Of apparently strong and vigorous con- 
stitution, the Church expected from him long life and great useful- 
ness; but in a moment, in a strange land, the chariot came down, 
and he ascended from the summit of Lebanon, on which he had just 
been gazing. 

Baker, Clark, Thomson, Kingsley—men of merit and of might— 
men of God—are no more with us. Their widows and their chil- 
dren remain among us. They should have our prayers, sympathy, 
and care. May the light of God’s countenance shine away the 
gloom which gathers around the widow’s heart! May the mem- 
ories of the virtues, the teachings, and the labors of the fathers 
inspire the children to lives of purity, holiness, and devotion to the 
cause of God! 

The Church mourns the loss of her chief pastors; we, of our be- 
loved and honored colleagues. In our consultations we miss their 
presence, their words of cheer, and their thoughts of wisdom. A 
vacant chair is beside every one of us. For two years we have 
been walking among graves. We have felt the earth rumbling be- 
neath our feet, and have been ready to listen for voices from the 
spirit-land. 

But we mourn not as those that have no hope. Whether in the 
valley of the Ohio, among the hills of New England, or on the coast 
of old Palestine, they sleep in Jesus, and God shall bring them with 
him. We shall see them again. They are not with us in this Gen- 
eral Conference, but they have joined the Grand Assembly, the 
Church of the first-born above. We are dwelling in tents; they 
have reached the city of the great King. We are pilgrims: they 
are at home. We know in part; they know as they are known. 
We see through a glass darkly; they, face to face, behold the King 
in his beauty. We labor, they rest. We are warriors, they are 
crowned conquerors. Who knows but they may be with us this 
morning? Who can tell whether they may not be permitted to- 


. day, unperceived, to join our company, and to rejoice unseen in our 


midst ? 


“One family, we dwell in Him, 
One Church, above, beneath, 

Though now divided by the stream, 
The narrow stream of death. 


“One army of the living God, 
To his command we bow; 

Part of his host have crossed the flood, 
And part are crossing now.’ 

After the conclusion of Bishop Simpson’s remarks, 
the Chairman said: You will now be addressed by 
Daniel Curry, who will speak in regard to the charac- 
ter and work of our beloved 
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‘BISHOP THOMSON. 
Daniel Curry then said: 


The occasion that now engages our attention is an unusual one. 
We are here to hold memorial services for our departed brethren of 
the Hpiscopacy, though the time of their decease is now long past. 
We have not among us—as often at funerals—the loved remains of 
the departed, still beautiful in death. If in fancy we could recall 
those forms, still perhaps the remembrance of the interval passed 
over since they were with us might bring with them the odors of 

. the sepulcher, and the ghastly features of wasted skeletons. Ours, 
however, is not the errand of King Saul on the evening preceding 
the fatal day of Gilboa. We seek not the art of the enchantress to 
evoke from the grave the souls of the departed. Our business is 
not with tombs, and shrouds, and cerements, but with things over 
which death has no power. 

We are told that it was a beautiful custom of the early Church at 
Rome to celebrate the day of the departure of loved ones with gar- 
lands and sougs and triumphal rejoicings, because the change that 
men call death was to them a joyous translation—the time, the 
natal day of the soul for its life in heaven. In a somewhat less re- 
ligious way, but still in a form that warms the heart, we honor the 
memories of our patriotic dead—men who uobly did and died for 
their country. Each year, when spring melts into summer, we 
decorate their graves with floral offerings, and renew at their rest- 
ing-places our devotions to the land we love. In such a spirit, but 
with higher impulses, and with a deeper, because a holier, inspira- 
tion, we.come to-day to do honor to our fallen fellow-laborers in 
the faith and patience of the Gospel. 

Since last this great council of the Church met in quadrennial 
session, four of our chief ministers, who then occupied our platform 
or presided at our deliberations, and shared in the interests of the 
occasion, have passed. away from us. The Church heard of their 
departure with chastened sorrow, as in rapid succession they fol- 
lowed each other to the spirit-land. Because we loved them, we 
mourn in our bereavement. Because they were faithful and able 
ministers of the New Testament, we feel and confess the Church's 
loss—and for ourselves, personally, we still sorrow most of all that 
we Shall see their faces no more. But the wounds of our spirits 
have been: staunched by time; our sighings have spent their force, 
and we willingly accept of offered consolations. Our departed ones 
are not wholly gone from us. They still live in the blessedness of 
the redeemed in light; and they live on, fondly cherished, in the 
fadeless memories of our hearts. It is well, therefore, to devote a 
passing hour to communion with their memories. 

By the partiality of the Committee of Arrangements, the sadly- 
pleasing duty has been assigned to me to speak of the character of 
one—may I say the chief one?—of our departed Bishops: the 
learned, the gifted, the gentle, the devout Bishop Thomson. The 
task is not an easy one. Not, indeed, because he was greater than 
all others—for in mere force of intellect or creative genius he may 
have had many rivals; not that for any want of simplicity and 
transparency of soul he could not be understood—for in these qual- 
ities he especially excelled. But his character was eminently sim- 
ple—his spirit so subtle, and his thoughts so sublimated in their 
deep spirituality, that his very excellences forbid the attempt to 
portray them. We are not at a loss to find out his good parts, but 
rather so abundant is their store as to occasion embarrassment in 
their selection. 
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The picture of a real character is necessarily interwoven with the 
life history which both forms and illustrates it. We must, there- 
fore, refer somewhat to the biography of our subject. 

A child of an old Saxon ancestry—a son of middle-class English 
parents—whose blood had neither been diluted by luxury nor de- 
based by sordid poverty, he inherited, chief of all, a healthy brain 
and an active and susceptible system of nerves. He was thus 
placed in sensible contact with the exterior world, which, reacting 
upon his well-wrought organism, awoke his spirit to the liveliest 
activity. Removed in childhood to the seclusion of a Western 
home, his childhood and youth were spent in the most intimate 
companionship with nature. His mother was his teacher and the 
guide of his youth; his cottage home was his world; while the 
wide expanse of hills and valleys seen in the distance, and the bend- 
ing skies above him, were the play-grounds of his fancy. Among 
such scenes the child grew into youth and manhood, the nursling 
of unsophisticated nature—humanity in its best and healthiest de- 
velopment. 

We need not pause to speak of his school-days and their oppor- 
tunities. They sufficed tor their purpose, and the young man stood 
at the threshold of active life, prepared to engage in its high duties. 
There were capabilities and culture, power to do and susceptibility 
to enjoy, but no high purpose yet shed its energizing influences 
over his soul. That he would succeed in his chosen profession was 
not doubtful; but beyond cultivated mediocrity and gratified pro- 
fessional pride life offered him no recompense, and must have 
wholly failed to awaken and stir the profounder deptl:s of his spirit. 
The young physician of an inland Ohio town, cultivated and acute, 
yet retiring and reticent, withont deep religious convictions, and at 
once thoughtful and destitute of quickened spiritual faith, and there- 
fore inclined to skeptical doubts, gave but little promise of a char- 
acter of noblest virtues and a life of heroic devotion. 

At this critical point in his life-time occurred the event that gave 
a new direction to all his thoughts, and set him out upon a new 
career in life. He was made a subject of converting grace! That 
great event gave him a new and enlarged and elevated conscious- 
ness. His whole spiritual nature rose to a higher plane. The 
horizon that bounded his soul’s vision beeame wider and brighter. 
The aspirations of his soul rose higher and. became more powerful. 
He was a new man, dwelling in a new world, and starting forth 
upon a new life. The Christian character was gained—the Chris- 
tian life was sure to follow. 

At length his quickened soul finds itself strangely and strongly 
moved to sympathy for the perishing souls of men. ‘The harvest- 
field of the Gospel arose upon his spirit’s vision, and the inward 
whispers of the Holy Spirit called lim to enter it. He thus eame 
to recognize himself as called of God to the ministry of reconcilia- 
tion. With this came enlarged views of the Gospel, implying at 
once men’s necessities and God’s gracious provisions for tneir 
wants. A higher and more sacred ideal possessed him, and called 
out his noblest aspirations and most active efforts, while his whole 
soul came into closer sympathy with humanity and with Christ. 
Thus endowed with converting power and sanctifying grace, he 
became the able and effective minister of the New ‘l'estament. 

We next see him, fullowing the call of Providence and of the 
Church, in the office of a Christian educator. For this work he pos- 
sessed rare qualifications. Of the learning acquired from books and 
study, but little need be said. He had as much of it as was useful 
for his work. But his peculiar adaptation for his calling lay in his 
temperament and mental organization, and especially in the mag- 
netism of his nature. Brought into sympathetic contact with 
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masses of forming minds and characters, he molded them into his 
own image and raised them to his own elevated plane of thought 
and feeling, and in the noble exercise of fashioning others into 
forms of beauty and excellence, his own nature rose to a higher 
and fuller development. 

The time came, at length, when the Church called him to a still 
more advanced position in her ministry—that of a Bishop. Many 
of those who most correctly appreciated his worth doubted the 
wisdom of this arrangement. Such delicacy of taste as he pos- 
sessed, such sensitiveness, such scholarly habits of thought and 
pursuit, his love of quiet and of solitary musings—all rare excellences 
in themselves—still seemed to disqualify him for the stern and 
practical details of the Methodist Episcopacy. 

But his zeal for Christ and for the Church; his deep consciousness 
as a minister of the Gospel called to that great work; his accept- 
ance of the call of his brethren to that special office and ministry 
as the voice of God, sufficed to constrain him to gladly forego all 
else, and to lay aside all his acquirements and mental treasures, 
except so far as he might render them available in the direct serv- 
ices of the divine Master. He came to his work joy{fully—though, 
like an angel from the empyrean on an errana of. mercy to man- 
kind, he moved among his duties as one bending down to them 
rather than raised to their level. He sat among his brethren, 
primus inter pares, and yet, so closely did his heart come to ours, 
that we almost forgot his primacy, so completely, though uncon- 
sciously, did he divest himself of all seeming superiority. He 
spoke to the people as one charged with a message of riclest good- 
ness from the great Shepherd and Bishop of souls, and all hearts 
melted into sympathy with his. He conversed with his brethren 
of the ministry as a brother beloved, and by an unrecognized 
spiritual magnetism they grew to be better men for the gracious 
contact. So he lived and served his brief day in doing the work 
of a Bishop in the Chureh of God, and in its full career he ceased at 
once to work and live. What further may we say of his character 
in the brief time allotted to us? Hours would not suffice to do full 
justice to the theme, and we will not attempt it in these few min- 
utes. Only a few salient points will be touched. 

First. We notice the peculiar delicacy of his mental organism, 
and yet a delicacy co-existing with great strength; exquisite 
powers of appreciation and enjoyment were joined with great ex- 
ecutive abilities. These, acting together, raised him to an elevated 
plane of thought and feeling, and thus made the advantages of his 
position available fur good. 

Second. His remarkable magnetism of character. He associated 
with persons of susceptible and congenial minds, not as the grains 
of sand lie together, but drawn by the attractions of his own spirit 
into sympathe:ic union with others. And as in such contact the 
true, the beautiful, and the good are always tlie stronger forces, he 
became to all about him a ‘savor of life unto life.” 

Third. His whole nature was instinct with the very soul of gen- 
uine poetry. I know not that he ever attempted verse-making. 
His poetry of soul was too deep, too true, to find utterance in 
measured cadences and jingling rhymes. To him all nature ap- 
peared, not in the false glumour of a disordered fancy, but rather 
in the rhythmical order of a universal harmony. To his interior 
senses all nature was aglow with the radiance of essential beauty ; 
in his ears the harmonies of creation were ever reverberating; and, 
rising above merely material things, his soul luxuriated in the un- 
created beauty of the divine glories. 

It was not that he loved men and human society less that his 
soul deliglited in solitude, but that he found within himself the 
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May 18. richest and fullest fountains of sacred thought and refined and holy 
Sixternro joy. Musing and absent-minded he seemed to us, because he was 
Day. communing the while with higher companionship. 

We must close. We delight to talk of a character so pure, so 
lofty, so good. We think of him not as lost and gone from us 
forever—but as still and forever our own. While memory retains 
its choicest treasures, and holds them with a firmer grasp as pass- 
ing years enhance their worth, the name and the character of our 
deceased Bishop shall be a talisman and a diadem with us who 
“knew him but to love him.” He is with us no longer in the out- 
ward form, but in spirit he abides among usstill. And inthe “ great 
hereafter” to which we are hastening, we anticipate his compan- 
ionship, among the loftier spirits of the company of the redeemed. 


The Chairman then called upon L. R. Thayer, who, 
he said, would speak of the esteemed 


BISHOP BAKER. 
And L, R. Thayer then said : 


Address of L. Mr. PRESIDENT, FATHERS AND BRETHREN: The work assigned 
ee me, in these services, is one of no ordinary delicacy and difficulty. 
Ron P I am to present to you, in a brief space, the protraiture of a char- 

acter pre-eminent rather for the even balancing, the delicate blend- 
ing, of all the qualities composing it, than for the superiority of any 
one of them. And this difficulty is rendered even greater by the 
fact that your deeply interested attention has already been fixed 
upon three beautifully-drawn pictures, the more prominent features 
of which are strikingly similar to those of the one I fain would 
present with equal clearness before you. But these difficulties are 
greatly relieved in the fact that we are prompted, in our labor, by 
the profoundest admiration and the most devoted affection. We 
are not wont to weary either with speaking or hearing of the ex- 
cellences and noble achievements of fondly cherished but departed 
friends, though we speak or hear of naught that we did not know 
before. In directing our thoughts tothe memory of such, the mind 
seems most inclined to pass by the more immediate past, and fix its 
starting-point at the beginning of our acquaintance. So does my 
mind prompt at this time. I first met our late and dearly beloved 
Bishop 0. C. Baker, when, in the early autumn of 1834, I found 
my way, with many embarrassments and many fears, to the then just 
opened halls of the Newbury Seminary in Vermont. I was ina 
condition to need and appreciate counsels of sympathy and affec- 
tion. His smile-wreathed face, then glowing in the ruddy beauty 
of early manhood and earnest Christian devotion, admirably met 
my need; and it is very greatly owing to the counsels and sym- 
pathy of that good man that I am able to-day to stand in the midst 
of the ministry of this Church of my choice. 

Because of the affection I then learned to cherish for him, I was 
led to follow him in his subsequent career of usefulness and honor 
with sincerest gratification; and our paths in life haveso run that 
the acquaintance there formed was more or less intimately per- 
petuated. 

Bishop Baker was born in Marlow, N. H., July 30, 1812, of par- 
ents who held positions of influence in the community and in the 
Church. From the information we have of his childhood, we 
might infer that if it were possible to suppose an exception to the 
law that all men were born under sin, he might be regarded as 
such an example. But without such a supposition, we learn that 
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the predispositions of his mind and heart, together with the pray- 
ers and culture of his Christian parents, resulted in an unselfish 
amiability, that, while it endeared the boy or youth to all who 
knew him, gave promise of a useful future. At the age of sixteen 
he was placed under the care and instruction of that prince of men, 
and. our pioneer educator, Dr. Wilbur Fisk, at Wilbraham, Mass., 
and was there brought to find in Christ his atoning Saviour, and 
was made to triumph in that Saviour’s love. 

At the age of eighteen he went, with Dr. Fisk, to Middletown, 
Conn., and became a member of the first class in the Wesleyan 
University. Subsequently he was a teacher in and then President 
of the Newbury Seminary, then a pastor and Presiding Elder in 
the New Hampshire Conference, a professor in and then President 
of the Biblical Institute at Concord, and from thence, in 1852 at 
Boston, was elected to the Episcopal office. After performing the 
arduous duties of that high office for a quarter of a century, he 
was seized by the relentless grasp of disease, and for more than 
five years he moved in our midst a bright example of sustaining, 
comforting, and triumphing grace, and then, on the 20th of Decem- 
ber last, passed quietly away to his home above. Such is a rapid 
glance of the leading incidents in the life of this beloved chief pas- 
tor in the Church, 

In contemplating the character of one whose position has been 
one of marked prominence, and whose influence has been widely 
and strongly felt for the cause of Christ and the world, it is gener- 
ally profitable as well as agreeable to seek out those hidden sources 
in which such qualities had their origin. 

Bishop Baker was, in a marked degree, self-distrusting and reti- 
cent. He never sought the chief seat, but instinctively shrank 
from being the object of special attention. He sought only to be 
useful as a servant of Christ. The nature and theater of that serv- 
ice he left most scrupulously to the choice of the Master. As re- 
garded him, office was the seeker, he the sought. And yet when 
called to positions of prominence and bigh responsibility, he was in 
a marked degree self-reliant and firm in his convictions and in his 
administrations. He was an excellent specimen of that rare but 
most valuable blending of those seemingly incompatible opposites, 
seif-distrust and self-reliance. 

As a student he was diligent and earnest in his work, seeking 
knowledge as well for its own sake as for its value as a power of 
influence; and while what he gained was the fruit of earnest toil, 
it became a part of his own mental being, and was therefore always 
at his command. And while he did not perhaps excel in any one 
specialty, yet, by his diligence and mental strength, he stood high as 
a scholar of varied learning and generalreading, rendering him 
most admirably qualified for the greatly varied society into which 
his official position was constantly bringing him. Asa teacher he 
sweetly combined the magisterial with the parental. No student 
had the wish, or, having it, would have presumed, to trifle in his 
presence; on his lips was the law of kindness, and in his eye was 
sympathy and solicitude, while his instructions were clear and im- 
pressive. His recitation-room was made a sunny spot in the ofien 
rugged, clouded path of the student. Asa preacher he was char- 
acterized by pertinency of theme, by purity in doctrine, by clear- 
ness in arrangement, force of argument, earnest fervor in delivery, 
and affectionate pathos in appeal. Many faithful laborers, scattered 
widely through the broad vineyard of the Master, linger, and will 
long continue to linger, with exquisite delight amid the sweet 
memories that gather around those days when they enjoyed the 
instruction and ministry of this good man. 

But we are here to speak of him more particularly in his char- 
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acter as a Bishop in this branch of the Church of Christ. He en- 
tered upon the duties of this high office with unfeigned distrust of 
his abilities; but he brought to it a beautifully symmetrical Chris- 
tian character, the result of years of intimate walk with God and 
earnest labor in diverse fields, a sound and thorough scholarship, 
an intimate acquaintance with the history and usages of the Church, 
and a suavity of manner and a depth of sympathy that gave the 
highest promise of a judicious, impartial, and conscientious admin- ' 
istration of the important trusts committed to his hands. Into the 
privacy of the social intercourse of our Bishops among themselves 
it is not my province to look, but I hazard nothing in assuming 
that, in such seasons of intimate and fraternal council, his asso- 
ciates found in Bishop Baker a most congenial companion, a con- 
stant aud loving friend, and a wise and far-seeing counselor. I 
know he was sincerely, ardently loved and highly revered by all 
his official. associates, 

His heart was deeply interested in the missionary work, and he 
watched with constant vigilance the entire field, while he gave his 
undivided and deeply solicitous attention to that part of the field 
more particularly assigned to his supervision, 

In all the work of general supervision of Church interests he was 
called on to perform he exercised unwearied patience in investiga- 
tion, diligence in research, and conscientiousness in decisions. 
How much the Church is indebted to his wise oversight of her 
varied interests may never be known to us except when all things 
shall be made manifest. 

As a president of a Conference his unassuming gentleness of 
bearing, his loving, fraternal greetings and intercourse with the 
members, coupled with his perfect mastery of the art of presiding, 
secured for him the kindest regards of, and the most perfect com- 
mand over, the Conference. He made but little demonstration, 
was himself calm and complacent—the tones of his voice unimpas- 
sioned—and yet in this calmness there was a hiding of power that 
held deliberations, even the most impassioned, under control as few 
could do. In every exigency he had the most perfect control of 
his own spirit. Long will the Conferences throughout the extent 
of our far-spreading Church cherish the memory of that benignant 
but effective presiding otficer, who compelled every member to feel 
that he loved him. 

Into the work of the cabinet the same most desirable qualities 
were brought. ‘The condition and needs of each individual charge 
were carefully considered, and the circumstances and abilities of 
each preacher carefully weighed. In the multitude of his cares he 
was not forgetful even of the most insignificant of individual wants, 
In a word, 1 may safely say, and it is the highest meed of praise 
that with propriety cau come from mortal lips, that to every official 
act he brought the best ability he possessed, and performed such 
act in humble reliance upon the wisdom and grace of God. His 
piety permeated all he did. And that highest meed of praise that 
heaven accords to men or angels doubtless greeted his ears as he 
appeared in the brighter world, ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 

We hold these services to-day, and call up these memories of our 
cherished though departed ones, not that we may contribute to 
save those memories from the on-coming darkness of oblivion. 
Such men need no words of praise from our lips; their monument 
has a base broad as Methodism, and its memorial shaft shall ever 
be rising higher and higher still all along the ages of our future. 
They need not our words of eulogy either for their felicity or their 
fame. The one is secured by an abundant entrance to the man- 
sious of the blessed, the other by lives well employed—by deeds of 
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love and valor well performed. It is for our own benefit that we 
thus remember them—that we may gain lessons from their suc- 
cesses to guide and inspire us in the paths of our toils—that we 
may be cheered in hours of discouragement and conflict. 

What they were they became by the di ligent improvement of the 
capabilities God had given them, and the grace imparted through 
their faith in the precious atonement. We have only to follow 
them in this diligence in exertion and in confiding faith to be like 
if not equal to them i in usefulness in life and in the bliss of immor- 
tality. 


During the preceding address, on motion, the time 
of the morning session was extended, and after its 
conclusion the Chairman said: Dr. Luke Hitchcock 
will represent to you the character of our admired and 
beloved 

BISHOP CLARK. 


Luke Hitchcock then said: 


Mr. PRESIDENT AND BRETHREN: I think I never came so near 
coveting the gift of eloquence as Ido this morning. The tlieme, 
the character of the brother of whom I am to speak, requires that 
far more than I can say should be said on this occasion. And 
then, in the time allowed to us in the arrangements of this occa- 
sion, there is to my mind something wonderfully admonitory. 
Four of our chief pastors, who had endeared themselves to us all 
and to the whole country, have fallen; and yet such is the press 
of necessary work upon us that we can give but fifteen minutes 
each to their several memorials. I do not know how others feel, 
but I feel as though these moments might be spent very profitably 
by sitting in perfect silence and shedding a tear on the grave of 
these departed brethren. 

So far as relates to Bishop Clark, I hardly know where to begin 
to crowd into the few moments allowed to me the thoughts which 
I would like to present. The traveler by our modern modes of 
conveyance can only catch a glimpse of the scenery through which 
he passes, and if he should linger and try to take in the whole, he 
loses all,-and so in rapidly glancing at the peculiar features in the 
character of our departed Bishop Clark, if.I refer to them all, we 
shall have no time to consider any of them. 

Bishop Clark was a well-rounded character, and hence, as you 
look upon him, it was not here and there that you would see an 
occasional trait which was attractive above every other; but to 
measure him, and understand his character and worth, you must 
analyze him, and yet look upon him as a whole, and consider all 
and each of the separate parts of character which went to make 
up the man. I hesitate not to say that through twenty years more 
or less intimate acquaintance with him I pronounce him a model 
Bishop, and one reason why I do this is on account of his clear 
judgment. This was, perhaps, partly a natural gift, but not wholly 
so. His compreliensive mind and strength of intellect led him to 
take in as nearly as possible all sides of a subject at once, but he 
never trusted his intuition. Another thing, he never trusted the 
conclusions of others, and then based his actions on the conclu- 
sions they had reached. With him it was a necessity that when 
he was called to act lhe must examine all the evidence before he 
could reach a conclusion, and he was one of those rare men whom 
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you have met that, when you had his opinions, differing from yours, 
you felt a necessity to review your conclusions. This led him to 
possess the most positive convictions; and when he had reached a 
conclusion he considered that to maintain it demanded all his en- 
ergy. Such was the integrity of his convictious that he would to 
any extent, and in every reasonable way, endeavor to carry them 
out regardless of the fear or affection of men. 

His conscientiousness was remarkable. Those who knew him 
best understood this full well, and that in the midst of the prose- 
cution of all his work. With a strength of will which few possess 
he combined one of the most tender hearts, so that no man could 
feel, if Bishop Clark had to decide against him, there could have 
entered into the elements which made up his judgment any thing 
of a personal animosity. Another characteristic was his untiring 
industry. Those that knew him best know that in this respect he 
was a model. Early and late he was at his toil. 

I will not refer to his history, his birth, his education, his minis- 
terial work, or his editorial life; but I cannot pass over the fact 
that, notwithstanding the multiplicity of the work which crowded 
upon him, the fruit of his pen still remains, and the volumes that 
are the products of his pen will long live to be a source of great 
instruction to those who are to come after him. In addition to this, 
his social qualities were of the highest order. You felt when with 
him that you were in the presence of a Christian gentleman. 

The crowning virtue of Bishop Clark was his personal piety. In 
the social meeting, in the .family circle, in the public congregation, 
and in the pulpit, he gave full evidence to every person who list- 
ened to him that under all his plans and purposes was the great 
thought of the value of the soul. Eternity, with its vast results, 
seemed to stand out before him, and he felt he was called of God 
to preach the Gospel to save souls. 

Of course these traits of character led Bishop Clark, when he 
came to pass away, to give that evidence of the triumph of the 
Christian faith which none but such a man could give. As was 
stated by Bishop Simpson, he yielded finally to disease when in 
this vicinity, and at his own Conference. The year before, his 
friends urged him to take a year of rest. To my certain knowl- 
edge his physician told him he believed it was indispensable to his 
life. He honestly thought otherwise. He did not want to commit 
suicide, but he felt there was a latent energy in his nature, and 
that by care he might yet rise. I see some before me who kindly 
accompanied him to his home in his last illness. I never “shall for- 
get when I first met him on that occasion. He extended his hand 
and said, ‘‘I have come home to die. It is hard to part, but if it 
be God’s will, then his will must be done. I had hoped,” said he, 
“that God might spare my life to do a little more for the Church; 
but if my work is done I am ready to go.” I will not rehearse the 
scenes that occurred in that sick chamber—they come up before 
me aS memories of but yesterday. I heard his farewell to his 
friends. I heard him give that farewell to his family which none 
but a Christian husband and Christian father could give to a Chris- 
tian family. I thank God for the life of that good man. But he 
has gone. 


“Part of the host have crossed the flood, 
And part are crossing now.” 


I think to-day I see Baker, and Clark, and Kingsley, and Thom- 
son casting their glittering crowns at the feet of Him who is King 
of kings and Lord of lords. While Christ is exalted King of kings, 
yet in that blessed book it is recorded that he said to you and me, 
““T go to prepare a place for you; and if I go and prepare a place 
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for you, I will come again and receive you unto myself; that where 
I am, there ye may be also.” We, brethren, are going down to that 
stream, and I feel that we have a hope that is like “an anchor to 
the soul, both sure and steadfast,” that when-we come to it the 
blessed Jesus may be with us, and lead us up to those pearly gates, 
and that then He whose right it is to reign will say, ‘ Lift up your 
heads, ye gates, and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors, and the 
King of glory shall come in.” Then he will introduce us, his hum- 
ble followers, and we shall sit down at the feet of Jesus, and reign 
as kings and priests for ever and ever. 


The Chairman said: You are now invited to listen 
to remarks on the character of the brave, noble, and 
lamented 

BISHOP KINGSLEY. 


Moses Hill then said : 


Mr. PRESIDENT AND REVEREND BISHOPS AND BRETHREN: J come 
before you to say a few words for my friend, toward whom, if he 
had not been a Bishop, I should feel the same. I knew him in 
early life; I knew something of the struggles through which he 
passed, and the hill up which he trod until the Church saw some- 
thing in him, and put him on the very pinnacle, and placed him 
beside those noble leaders whose history you have heard from the 
lips of those who have preceded me to-day, and of those whose 
broken forms still remain among us. I parted with him when he 
set out upon that wonderful and glorious journey round the world 
for Jesus’ sake and Jesus’ work. That parting was peculiar. 
There was‘no farewell said; there was no shaking of hands; there 
was a sort of undefined and unwelcome feeling pressing upon my 
soul that I might see his face no more. My heart was not strong 
enough to say farewell, and I therefore suggested that I might see 
him again before he left. A sort of subdued smile gathered over 
his face, and he accepted the suggestion, seeming to comprehend 
my meaning, and as he passed away he turned and looked at me 
and bowed his adieu. His image is on my soul to-day, that smile 
tixed in my heart. I see him to-day not in his coffin; I see him 
not sick; but I see that noble, manly form, and that \sparkling eye, 
and that strong will, strong as iron, which God gave to the Church 
and the world in him. I need no likeness of him upon my walls, 
for his picture is impressed upon my mind and lives in my heart, 
and it will remain there till the light of life becomes the darkness 
of death, and then I expect to meet him upon the eternal shore, for 
he was my friend here, and he will be there. 

Mr. President, this day brings forcibly to my mind another scene. 
It is eight years ago this present month since, on another platform 
and in another place, three of those men to whose memoirs we have 
listened to-day, had just gone through the ordeal and sifting of an 
election, and had each gone up by the command of a majority, and 
had taken their high place with their peers in the Episcopal office. 
Two more were indicated to present them to the Bishops for ordi- 
nation. I remember the scene well. Though unworthy, I was one 
who stood by the side of Kingsley, and well do I remember the 
ringing voice of Dr. Monroe, now in glory, as he said, “I present 
to you this holy man, to be ordained a Bishop in the Chureh of 
God,” ete. I want to say that never were these words more truly 
uttered. Brethren have spoken of the elements that make up the 
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character of the others of whom we have heard. My heart will 
not allow me to enter much into that. No man who ever knew 
Bishop Kingsley needs to be told of his virtues. He has been to 
your Couferences, and you have seen and known him. If I might 
say any thing of his character, and perhaps I should, I would say 
that there are three elements, which appeared conspicuously in it. 
The first was a profound ability, the second was an unflinching in- 
tegrity, and the third was an outgushing kindness and sympathy. 
Put these together, and I care not how much you multiply them, 
and you have his character. I would not be invidious: this would 
not be becoming in this presence; but I will say that God in his 
mercy had given a power of intellectual and moral resource to Bish- 
op Kingsley that very few possess. He was a profound mathema- 
tician. His grasp of truth was mighty. You saw it not at first, 
but, knowing him long and intimately, it shone forth in all its 
beauty and power. I saw, years ago, the enemies of Jesus assail- 
ing him to rob him of his glory, and Kingsley, though young, stood 
up for his defense, and that defense was masterly. JI have heard 
many on the divinity of Christ, on the power of the cleansing blood, 
on the washing of regeneration, but I never heard a clearer and 
mightier defense of the truth than came from his lips. 

Aud he was of sternest integrity, a man true to principle and true 
to his Churech—and true to her not when he was in high position 
only, but when he was little and unknown as well. And he was 
ever true and kind to all. Whenever be saw a brother who was 
crowded he was ever ready to go to the rescue and take his place 
by his side; and whenever Bishop Kingsley stood by a man’s side 
a host was there. 

Speaking now of the execution of the mission in the performance 
of which he laid down his life, I do not wish to say that very much 
was to be attributed to the man. He always seemed to be a man 
of destiny. Men come up slowly to great things. Ever since the 
apostles’ day the Church has been stirring to push further and fur- 
ther the conquests of the Cross, and extend the outposts of Zion, 
but the work progresses but too slowly. When the Church and 
the world were ready for this mission, and when they were inquir- 
ing, Who shall go for us? Kingsley seemed to say, ‘‘Here am I, 
send me!” and he was the first man who was sent out with the 
definite purpose to girdle the world for Christ, to go through all 
her paths, and note all the places of strength, and bring back the 
record, and to realize what Wesley uttered, ‘‘ The world is my par- 
ish.”” But on this long journey he fainted and fell, and when that 
news came along the lings of the sacramental host, all-said that.a 
prince and a mighty man had fallen. 

Let me say a word about his grave. When he died his friends 
thought his body must be brought home, and his family said they 
must have him back; but he was buried upon that foreign shore, 
and the impression has grown up among us that he should sleep 
where he fell. God has a great design in this. Kingsley found a 
noble place in which to die; God took Moses up unto Mount Nebo to 
die. So with Bishop Kingsley: the eyes of the whole world were upon 
him, all were watching him in his wonderful journey, and when he 
fell the world saw him die, and none other so worthy a place could 
have been found for him to die in, though he died almost alone, 
with but one to close his eyes and follow | his coffin to its grave as 
a mourner at his funeral. Let his grave remain where it is. There 
is perhaps a design in it. It is said that in one of his battles, when 
General Taylor was advised to leave a position where many had 
fallen and find a place of safety, he said: ‘‘ No, my dead are there.” 
So our dead Kingsley lies in the far-off shore. ‘The heathen hold 
him as a hostage till the Church shall bring them to God. Let 
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him rest there. Jesus Christ will take care of his dust. He who 
struggled and prayed beneath Judea’s palms and olives will watch 
the dust of his servant as it sleeps beneath the cypress and the wil- 
low. May God bless his widow and his children, and may God 
bless the Church, and help us that we all may meet in glory! 


At the close of the Memorial Services, the Standing 
and Special Committees were called on for Reports, 
and the Reports named below were presented and laid 
on the table to be printed. 


CHURCH EXTENSION. 
W. C. De Pauw presented Report No. IL 


STATE OF THE CHURCH. 
D. Curry presented Report No. I. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS AND TRACTS. 
W. M Allister presented Reports Nos, I and IIL. 


APPEALS. 


. A, Manning, Secretary, presented Reports Nos. 
II and III, as follows: 


REPORT NO. II. 


J. S. Moore, a member of the Southern Illinois Conference, was 
tried by said Conference on charges of immorality and undisciplin- 
ary conduct, and was expelled from the Church, from which de- 
cision he took an appeal to the General Conference. 

The Committee on Appeals have inquired into this case, and have 
ordered that the case of J. S. Moore be remanded to the Southern 
Illinois Conference for a new trial. 

Richard May, a member of the California Conference, was tried 
by said Conference on charges of immorality, and was expelled from 
the Church, from which decision he appealed. 

The Committee on Appeals, having inquired into this case, have 
ordered that the case of Richard May be remanded to the California 
Conterence for a new trial. L. Scorr, President, 

EK. A. Mannine, Secretary. 

Brooxtyn, N. Y., May 16, 1872. 


REPORT NO. III. 


B. D. Palmer, a member of the Newark Conference, was tried by 
said Conference on the charge of dishonesty in business transac- 
tions, and was expelled by said Confereuce from the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, from which decision he appealed to this body. 

The Committee on Appeals having inquired into this case, in 
view of the desire on the part of both the Conference and the ap- 
pellant for a new trial of the case, have ordered that the case be 
yemanded for a new trial. L. Scorr, President, 

E. A. MANNING, Secretary. 

BRooxuyy, N. Y., May 17, 1872. 
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Wn. Lawrence presented a report from the Special 
Committee on the Relations of the Benevolent Societies 
of the Church to the General Conference. 

The report of Daniel Wise, Editor of the Sunday- 
School Advocate and Sunday-School Library Books, 
and also his report as Corresponding Secretary of the 
Tract Society, were presented and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts. [For Report, 
see Appendia 59.| 

The following petitions and resolutions were pre- 
sented, and referred to Committees as named : 


NEW ENGLAND. 


W. F. Warren presented the petition of Wm. H. 
Allen and two hundred and fifty-two others for certain 
changes in the Discipline, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Revisals. 


MAINE. e 


S. Allen presented the following resolution, and it 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern, 
namely : 


Resolved, That the Book Committee be requested to consider the 
propriety of changing the name of our Book Concern to that of 
Publishing House. 


S. F. Wetherbee presented the following preamble 
and resolutions, and they were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisals: 


Whereas, The General Conference of .1868 passed a resolution 
declaring ‘‘ Rebaptism, whether of those baptized in infancy or in 
adult age, is utterly inconsistent with the nature and design of 
Baptism as set forth in the New Testament, (see Discipline, p. 328); 
and, 

Whereas, Said resolution denies to the candidate the right, never 
before denied and now granted in other parts of the Discipline, of 
exercising his own godly judgment as to the scriptural mode of 
Baptism; and 

Whereas, Said resolution pronounces the administration of this 
ordinance for the last fifty years “inconsistent and unscriptural,” 
though in perfect accordance with the law of the Church, (see 
Emory’s History of Discipline); and 

Whereas, The influence of said resolution is to deter many 
parents from offering their children in Baptism, and many adult be- 
lievers, who conscientiously believe immersion the only scriptural 
mode of Baptism, from joining the Methodist Episcopal Church, they 
having been baptized in infancy; therefore, 

Resolwed, That the Committee on Revisals be directed to inquire 
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into the expediency of rescinding the said Thirty-seventh Resolution 
of the Appendix to the Discipline, (p. 328,) and adopting in its place 
the following: 

Resolved, That the rebaptism of adult believers is inconsistent 
with the nature and design of Baptism as set forth in the New 
Testament, except in those cases where persons baptized in infancy, 
subsequently, upon profession of faith in Christ, conscientiously 
believe immersion to be the only scriptural mode of Baptism. Let 
such persons be reasoned with, and if not convinced, let them be 
immersed. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


C. M. Dinsmore presented the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on the State of 
the Church: 


Resolved, That we should diminish the number of our denomina- 
tional newspapers, and endeavor to make them more metropolitan 
in character and influence. 


NEW ENGLAND. 


W. F. Mallalieu presented the following resolu- 
tions, and they were submitted to the Committee on 
Education : 


Resolved, That the resolutions of the New England Conference at 
its last session, touching the location and more efficient working of 
the Board of Education, be hereby referred to the Standing Com- 
mittee on Education. 

The resolutions were as follows: 

1. That we memorialize the General Conference at its approach- 
ing session to provide for the efficient working of the Board of 
Education by the appointment of a Corresponding Secretary who 
can give his undivided attention to the work. 

2. That the seat of the Board should be in the city of Boston. 


W. R. Clark presented the following resolution, and 
_it was referred to the Committce on Revisals: 


Resolved, That when, by the decision of a Bishop given, in due 
form upon a point of law in the action of a Quarterly Conference 
upon an appeal case, said action shall be clearly seen to be illegal, 
the Presiding Elder of the district embracing said Quarterly Con- 
ference shall set aside said illegal action and bring forward the 
case for another hearing: Provided, the exceptions be taken before 
the ensuing session of the Annual Conference, aud due notice there- 
of shall have been given to the opposing party. 


The Conference adjourned; after which Alonzo 
Webster, of South Carolina, pronounced the bene- 
diction. 

18 


273 


May 18. 


SIXTEENTH 
Day. 


New Hamp- 
SHIRE. 


Dinsmoreon de- 
nominational 
Newspapers. 


New ENguanp. 


Mallalieu on 
Board of Ed- 
ucation. 


Clark on Illegal 
Action of a 
Quarterly 
Conference. 


274 


May 20. 


SEVENTEENTH 
AY. 


Action of the 
Secretary ap- 
proved. 


Petitions, Me- 
morials, and 
Appeals. 


BALtim™ore. 


Management of 
the Book 
Concern. 


Episcopacy. 


Methodist Un- 
ion. 


F. C. Petrie ad- 
mitted in- 
stead of B. F. 
Sheets, of 
Rock River. 


CENTRAL QER- 
MAN. 


German 


Bishop. 
CENTRAL Ite 
LINOIS. 
A Family Pa- 
per. 


Journal of the General Conference. (1872. 


MONDAY MORNING, MAY 20. 


The Conference met this morning, Bishop Ames in 
the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by An- 
drew Witherspoon, of Troy Conference. 

The Journal of Saturday’s proceedings was read 
and approved. 

The Secretary stated that on the call for reports of 
Committees on Saturday a number of petitions and 
resolutions were handed in, and that he had entered 
them upon the Journal, and, on motion, the action of 
the Secretary was approved. 

On motion, the order of business was suspended, and 
the roll of Conferences called for the presentation of 
petitions, memorials, and appeals, and they were pre- 
sented and referred as follows: 


BALTIMORE. 


T. M. Eddy presented a memorial from W. F. Com- 
fort and others praying for changes in the manage- 
ment of the Book Concern, and it was referred to the 
Committee on the Book Concern. 

Wm. R. Woodward presented the action of the Lay 
Convention on the Episcopacy, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Episcopacy. 

He also presented the action of the Lay Convention 
in favor of the union of all Methodist Churches, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Church Union. 

The Rock River delegation asked that Frederick 
C. Petrie be admitted on the delegation in place 
of B. F. Sheets, who was absent, which was allowed. 


CENTRAL GERMAN. 


R. A. W. Briiehl presented the action of the Central 
German Conference in relation to a German Bishop, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS. 


J. S. Cumming presented the petition of the Onargo 
District Ministerial Association asking for the estab- 
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lishment of a cheap family paper, and it was referred 


to the Committee on the Book Concern. 


CENTRAL NEW YORK. 

A. J. Phelps presented a memorial, signed by E. 
Arnold, in reference to the Indian mission work in the 
State of New York, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Missions. 

He also presented the following named remon- 
strances against change of boundaries, namely: one 
from Red Creek, signed by M. H. Douglass and twen- 
ty-six others; one from Port Byron, signed by H. 
Redhead and twenty-four others; one from Sauquoit, 
signed by E. 8. Wadsworth and forty-seven others ; one 
from Savannah, signed by A. Munson and ten others; 
all of which were referred to the Committee on Bound- 
aries. 

DES MOINES. 

Joseph Knotts presented a remonstrance of J. G. 
Eckles and two hundred and six others against the 
division of the Des Moines Conference, and it was re- 
ferred to: the Committee on Boundaries. 


EAST GENESEE. 

C. W. Bennett presented a memorial of C. W. Ben- 
nett and six others, on the creation of a Bureau of 
Church Architecture, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Church Extension. 


NEBRASKA. 

T. B. Lemon presented a petition and resolutions on 
districting the Episcopal work and the residence of 
Bishops, and they were referred to the Committee 
on Episcopacy. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

At the request of the New Hampshire delegation, F. 
L. Sprague was admitted to a seat in the place of N. 
H. Gilman, who was absent. 


NEW ENGLAND. 


W. R. Clark presented a resolution of the New 
England Conference concerning the Tract cause, and 
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it was referred to the Committee on Sunday-Schools 
and Tracts. 


NEW YORK. 


©. D. Foss presented the memorial of the National 
Temperance Society, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Temperance. 


NEW YORK EAST. 


Daniel Curry presented a memorial of 8. J. Good- 
enough in answer to John Lanahan, which was ordered 
to be read. 

Pending the reading, a motion to suspend the read- 
ing was laid on the table. [For Memorial, see Ap- 
pendix 47. | 

W. G. Queal stated that L. C. Matlack, of Louis- 
jana, was detained from the Conference by sickness, 
and that he requested that William M. Daily, a re- 
serve delegate, be admitted in his stead, and the re- 
quest was granted. 

A. S. Hunt moved that twelve o’clock on Wednes- 
day be fixed as the time for listening to the address of 
Rev. R. Dubs, of the Evangelical Association. 

A motion was made to refer the paper of S. J. Good- 
enough to the Special Committee on the Book Concern. 

Pending which, a point of order was raised, that a 
speaker on the question of reference could not discuss 
matters not alluded to in the paper to be referred, and 
the Chair decided that the point was well taken. 

And, to obtain the sense of the Conference, I. Cor- 
win appealed from the decision of the Chair, and the 
ruling of the Chair was sustained. 

A motion to allow J. Lanahan fifteen minutes be- 
yond the rule was laid on the table, and a motion to 
suspend the fifteen minute rule at this time, to give J. 
Lanahan all the time he desired, prevailed. After 
which the motion to refer the paper to the Special 
Committee on the Book Concern was carried. 


NORTH INDIANA. 


O. V. Lemon presented a petition of S. L. Smith and 
thirty others on Secret Societies, and it was referred 
to the Committee on the State of the Church. 
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He also presented the petitions of J. E. Erwin and 
thirty-two others; W. J. More and one hundred and 
twenty-four others; R. D. Spellman and ninety-one 
others; G. W. Iliff and thirty-three others; John 
Harrison and thirty-two others; N. Gillman and seven- 
teen others; J. C. Mahin and fourteen others; Wm. 
Anderson and thirty-six others; J. Teague and twen- 
ty-six others, on the subject of boundaries in Indiana; 
all of which were referred to the Committee on Bound- 
aries. 


NORTH OHIO. 


A. J. Lyon presented a memorial on the subject of 
Masonry, signed by John Smith and others, and it was 
referred to the Committee on the State of the Church. 

He also presented the memorial of D. Yant and 
others on the same subject, and it was referred to the 
same Committee. 

F. 8. Hoyt presented a memorial from Wellington, 
Ohio, asking that all members of the Church over 
twenty-one years of age be members of the Quar- 
terly Conference, and for the election of Presiding 
Elders by the Annual Conference, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


W. H. Elliott presented a memorial of the Ladies’ 
and Pastors’ Christian Union, signed by Mrs. Bishop 
Simpson and others, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Woman’s Work in the Church. [See Ap- 
pendix 62. | 


PITTSBURGH. ° 


S. H. Nesbit presented a memorial on Masonry and 
other secret societies, signed by Fawcett Craig and 
seventy-eight others, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the State of the Church. 

J. S. Bracken presented remonstrances signed by G. 
B. Hudson and thirty-nine others, and by J. Gedhill 
and eleven others, and they were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 
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PROVIDENCE. 


M. J. Talbot presented a resolution of Matteawan- 
street Church, Providence, in favor of a change of Con- 
ference boundaries, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 


SAINT LOUIS. 


J. W.L. Slavens presented the action of the Saint 
Louis Conference in favor of a Book Depository at 
Kansas City, Mo., and it was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Book Concern. 


ROCK RIVER. 


Grant Goodrich presented the Quadrennial Report 
of the Garrett Biblical Institute, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Education. [For Report, see Ap- 
pendia 56. | 

UPPER IOWA. 


R. W. Keeler presented the memorial of J. H. 
Young on the subject of Insurance, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Insurance. 

He also presented the petition of E. A. Hill for res- 
toration of Conference membership, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


WEST WISCONSIN. 


J. B. Bachman presented the petition of G. W. Case 
and nine others relating to District Conferences, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


WEST VIRGINIA. 


G. Martin presented a memorial from the Preachers’ 
Meeting at Wheeling on change of Discipline, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


WYOMING. 


W. G. Queal presented the memorial of E. H. 
Buener and others on Conference boundaries, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

The roll of the Conferences was called for the pres- 
entation of resolutions and miscellaneous business, 
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BALTIMORE. 
T. M. Eddy presented the following resolution : 


Fesolved, That the Standing Committee on the Book Concern be 
instructed to report to this body as to the time and order of the 
election of General Conference officers other than Bishops. 

A. J. Kynett moved, as a substitute, to refer the 
matter to a special Committee of nine. 

On motion, the substitute was laid on the table 
by a count vote of 166 for to 94 against. 

J. M. Walden moved, to refer to the Committee on 
Episcopacy. 

F. W. Evans moved as a substitute, its reference to 
a special Committee of fifteen, which was laid on the 
table. 

Whereupon J. M. Walden’s motion was withdrawn, 
and the resolution as offered was adopted. 

Henry Slicer presented a supplemental report of 
Mr. Gunn, and offered it as an appendix to the report 
of the minority of the Book Committee, and asked that 
certain parts of it be read. But without reading, on 
motion, it was referred to the Special Committee on 
the Book Concern. [For Report, see Appendix 48.] 

‘S. Allen, of Maine, asked that F. A. Plaisted, a lay 
delegate, now present, be admitted in place of C. 
Beale and placed on same Committees. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS. 


H. Ritchie presented the following resolution,, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to strike 
out of the Discipline all of sec. 4, chap. i, Part IV, page 253, which 
requires the Quarterly Conference within whose bounds a superan- 
nuated preacher or the widow or child of a deceased preacher 
may reside to appoint a Committee to estimate the amount neces- 
sary to assist such preacher, widow, or child in obtaining a com- 
fortable support. 


CENTRAL OHIO. 


S. L. Roberts presented the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 
Resolwed. That the Committee on Revisals be requested to rec- 


ommend that the Discipline, Part I, chap. ii, ans. 5, page 106, be 
amended by adding after the word “ removed, » and to which they 
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shall be responsible for their moral and Christian character while 
holding such certificate,” so that the last clause of the answer as 
amended shall read, ‘“ And also to notify of such certificate and re- 
moval the pastors of those charges within the bounds of which per- 
sons having received such certificates shall have removed, and to 
which they shall be responsible for their moral and Christian char- 
acter while holding such certificates.” _ 


CINCINNATI. 


J. M. Walden moved that the Secretary be instruct- 
ed to send to the Board of Managers of the Missionary 
Society a certified copy of the changes this Conference 
proposes in the Constitution of the Society, and the 
motion prevailed. 

DETROIT. 


E. O. Haven presented the following resolution, and 
it was adopted, namely : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals, who have been in- 
structed to incorporate into the Discipline all changes adopted by 
this General Conference in the reports of other Committees, have 
the power to make any verbal changes that they may deem neces- 
sary, they reporting the same to this General Conference for 
approval. 


GERMANY AND SWITZERLAND. 


L. 8. Jacoby presented the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on the Episcopacy, 
namely : ; 


Resolved, That we voted to elect eight Bishops with the expecta- 
tion that one of the Bishops will take up his residence for a part of 
the ensuing four years in Europe. 


ILLINOIS. 


W. 5S. Prentice presented the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals, 
namely : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of striking from the Discipline every thing re- 
lating to “complaints” found on pages 57 and 59; and if found to 
be inexpedient to strike out that then said Committee be instructed 
to define the meaning of the question, ““ Are there any complaints ?” 


Preston Wood presented the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


Whereas, The salaries of certain Presiding Elders and pastors 
have been affected by the change of boundary lines; therefore, 

Resolved, That the claims of Presiding Elders and pastors shall 
be valid on the respective fields of labor to which they may have 
been appointed until the next ensuing session of the Conference to 
which such fields of labor may have been assigned. 
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W. KE. Johnson presented the following resolution, May 20. 


and it was’ referred to the Committee on Revisals, ee 
namely = Johnson on 
striking out 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be directed to inquire ee eS 


into the propriety of so amending the Discipline that the word “ uni- 
versal” shall be stricken out of the foot-note on page 150 and the 
word “ general” inserted, so that it shall read, “‘the one general 
Church of Christ.” 


E. H. Waring presented a paper proposing a plan Plan for Elee- 
tions referred 


for the election of officers by the General Conference, to a Special 
which, on motion of W. L. Harris, was referred to a a 
special Committee of three. 

The Chair appointed as that Committee E. H. War- Committee. 
ing, E. Wentworth, and D. Curry, and leave of absence 
from the Conference room was granted to the Committee. 

W. WK. WElfresh presented the following resolu- Place for the 
tion, and it was adopted : Gare 

Resolved, That Thursday morning, ten o’clock A. M., May the 23d, peat Tues 
nahin the time to locate the seat of the next General Con- 44y morning. 


KANSAS. Kansas. 
W. K. Marshall presented the following resolution, Marshall on the 
g : E ress pre- 
and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: ceding the 
Baptism of 
Children. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the propriety of so changing the address to the congregation 
immediately preceding the baptism of children, on page 139 of the 
Discipline, as to have it read as follows: 

DEARLY BELOVED: Forasmuch as by the offense of one judgment 
came upon all men unto condemnation, even so by the righteousness 
of One the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life; and 
as our Saviour Christ saith, Suffer little children and forbid them 
not to come unto me, for of such is the kingdom of heaven, I be- 
seech you to call upon God the Father, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that, having of his bounteous mercy redeemed this child by 
the blood of his Son, he will constantly impart unto him the quick- 
ening and cleansing influence of the Holy Ghost; that, being a 
member of the invisible, he may also become a member of the visible 
Church of Christ, and continue in the same all the days of hus life. 


KENTUCKY. KEnTUOKY. 


Amos Shinkle presented the following resolution, Bhinkle on Sep- 
. A £:) . 
and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals, pe ai 
namely : 


Resolved, That so much of the Discipline as requires a division 
of the vote by the ministers and laymen be changed by striking out 
all after the words ‘‘as one body.” (See Plan of Lay Delegation, 
ans. 3, last clause, pages 334, 335.) 
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LEXINGTON. 


W. L. Muir presented the following prohiatle and 
resolution, which were referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy : 


Whereas, From the general practice of removing our ministers 
yearly much embarrassment has been occasioned them; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Discipline, Part II, page 90, sec. 13, quest. 3, 
ans. 3, be made to read as follows: ‘To fix the appointments of the 
preachers: Provided he shall not allow any preacher to remain in 
the same station less than three nor more than five Years, succes- 
sively, and the Presiding Elders six years.” 


MINNESOTA. 
John Nicols presented the following preamble and 
resolution, and they were referred to the Committee 
on Itinerancy, namely: 


Whereas, The opinion is entertained by many of our people that 
the number of Presiding Elders might be greatly reduced without 
detriment to the interests of the Church, thereby, in a measure, re- 
lieving the membership of what many consider a heavy burden; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Itinerancy be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of so changing the Discipline, if need 
be, as to provide for such a reduction in the number of Presiding 
Elders, as well as to relieve them from the duty of attending 
all the quarterly meetings, requiring such attendance not oftener 
than twice a year; and, further, to make it their duty to give special 
attention to domestic missions and Church extension, and, in the 
absence of a Bishop, to perform all the duties of general superin- 
tendents within the limits of their respective districts. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


R. S. Stubbs presented the following preamble and 
resolutions, and they were referred to the Committee 
on Seamen’s Cause, namely ; 


Whereas, The mariners of the United States have increased 
during the past thirty years from ninety thousand until now they 
are five hundred thousand; and, 

Whereas, They are without the local organization such as en- 
ables landsmen to co-operate for mutual improvements; and, 

Whereas, Distinct and special prophecies direct us to expect 
and labor for their salvation; and, 

Whereas, The genius of Methodism gives it peculiar adaptation 
to reach and benefit this important class of men; and, 

Whereas, There is scarcely a single port on the. Atlantic or 
Pacific coasts in which a distinctively Methodist Bethel can be 
found; and, 

Whereas, There is urgent need for such Bethels in New York 
and Holmes’ Hole; therefore, 

Resolved, That this General Conference instruct the Special 
Committee on Seamen to report to the Committee on Missions what 
action, in their judgment, should be taken by this General Confer- 
ence, that the Methodist Episcopal Church may respond to the 
pressing claims in these or other particular cases. 
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NEW YORK. DEIR EES 

: AY. 
William Goss presented the following resolution, New Yous. 


and it was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy, %S*,,°% wic° 


5 isterial Serv- 

namely : hea 
Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be respectfully 

requested to consider the expediency of so restricting the term of 

ministerial service that no one shall be allowed to remain more 

than two years successively in the same charge, unless two thirds 

of the entire officiary of said charge unite in a written request to 

the Bishop and his council soliciting it. 


NORTH INDIANA. er eliee i 


Ww. H. Goode presented the following resolution, Traveling (Bx 

J enses O 6 

and it was adopted, namely : Trustees of 

: the Methodist 

4 Episcopal 
Resolved, That the necessary traveling expenses of the Trustees Church to be 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church in attending the meetings of the _ paid. 

Board shall be paid from funds in their hands. When there are no 
funds in the treasury they shall be paid by the Agents of the Book 
Concern at Cincinnati and the amount charged to said Trustees. 


This to embrace expenses actually incurred in the past four years. 


OREGON. OREGON. 


J. F. Devore presented the following preamble and Devore on 
resolution, which were referred to the Committee on 
the State of the Church, namely: 


Whereas, Wars have existed from time to time for ages past; 
and, : 

Whereas, They are not only destructive to life, but unfriendly 
to the cause of Christ; and, 

Whereas, War is a relic of varbarism; and, 

Whereas, All national differences have to be arbitrated, even 
after thousands have been slain; and, 

Whereas, The Christian Church has a right to look forward to a 
time when men shall learn war no more, to atime wars shall 
cease, and to the complete triumph of Christianity over error 
throughout the world; therefore, 

fesolwed, That we favor a Peace Congress where the world may 
be represented and all differences may be adjusted without the 
shedding of blood. 


ROCK RIVER. Roox River. 


S. A. W: Jewett presented the following named Jewett on 
a re r 
resolutions, and they were referred to the Committee Publication. 


on the Book Concern, namely : 


Resolved, 1, That the Committee on the Book Concern be instruct- 
ed to consider and report upon the propriety of providing for the 
more efficient supervision of our publishing interests by substitut- 
ing for the Book Committee two General Boards of Publication, 


284 Journal of the General Conference. (1872. 


May 20. one at New York and one at Cincinnati, to be composed of laymen 
SeventeeNTH and ministers in equal numbers; said Boards of Publication to 
Day. have full supervision of the business of the Book Concevn, each 
Board having authority to appoint an Auditing Committee from its 
own members, to whom all the books and accounts of the Book 
Concern shall be submitted by the Book Agents; said Auditing 
Committee to hold monthly meetings, and each Board of Publica- 

tion 10 meet at least as often as once in three months. 

Resoled, 2. That the Committee on the Book Concern, if they 
approve the principle embodied in the foregoing resolution, be fur- 
ther instructed to consider and report upon the propriety of pro- 
viding for subordinate or auxihary Boards of Publication, consti- 
tuted in the same manner as the parent Boards, to be located at 
Chicago, St. Louis, San Francisco, and all other places where peri- 
odicals or books are published by authority of the General Confer- 
ence; said auxiliary Boards of Publication to have supervision of 
our publishing interests in their several localities, and in all eases 
to take the place of the Publishing Committee now established. 


‘Sournern Inut- SOUTHERN ILLINOIS. 


NOIS. 


Allyn on Pro- Robert Allyn presented the following resolution, 
visional or ‘ 5 5 
Reserve and it was referred to the Committee on the Episco- 


Bishops. 
pacy, namely: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be instructed to 
inquire into the propriety of electing Provisional or Reserve 
Bishops, one of whom, on the death, superannuation, resignation, 
or removal of any one of the Bishops now in office, or elected by 
this General Conference, shall, by the remaining Bishops, be conse- 
erated to take the work of the Bishop whose place shall thus be- 
come vacant. 


Stok Sh ; . . 
Soha ook ee ue Stoker presented the following resolution, 


perations. which was read and then referred to the Committee 
on the State of the Church, namely : 


Resolved, By the General Conference at Brooklyn assembled, May, 
1872, that it be and it is hereby made the duty of each attorney- 
at-law appointed by the Bishop of the M. E. Church, in each State 
where such law does not now exist, to apply to the Legislature of 
such State, at the first session thereof, for a general law for the 
incorporation of religious societies, and authorizing them to pur- 
chase, hold, and convey property as a corporate body under the 
rules of the Church to which such society belongs. 


"Troy. TROY. 
Burdick at‘. F. Burdick presented the following preamble and 


Band Organi- é 
zations. resolution, and they were referred to the Committee 


on Revisals, namely : 


Whereas, Band organizations for special efforts for the salvation 
of sinners have become somewhat general in the Church; and, 
Whereas, They are in all probability destined to become still more 
general; therefore, 
* Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to consider 
oe ste of giving them an appropriate organic relation in the 
Jhureh. 
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UPPER IOWA. 


H. Price offered the following resolution, and it was 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Fesolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be instructed 
to report a plan for the organization of a Board of Publication in 
New York and another in Cincinnati, each to be composed of min- 
isters and Jaymen chosen by the General Conference, and to be the 
legal successors or assigns of the present Book Agents, and that the 
Book Agents shall in the future be the executive officers of such 
Boards of Publication. 


R. W. Keeler offered the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee om Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of changing the Discipline, page 127, quest. 2, 
by striking out. the word ‘“‘and” and inserting the word “‘or;” so 
that it will read, ‘‘What shall be done with our members who shall 
neglect the public or private means of grace?” 


WEST VIRGINIA. 


Alexander Martin presented the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That paragraph 46 in the Appendix to the Discipline be 
Stricken out— 

1. Because it authorizes the pastor to erase, as withdrawn, the 
names of persons who have not withdrawn; that is, to write what 
is not always the fact. 

2. It virtually makes the Quarterly Conference a grand jury, and 
after they have found a true bill against an alleged delinquent, and 
without any trial deprived him of membership, he is still considered 
as in the Church, and entitled to a trial, and is even generously al- 
lowed an appeal to the Quarterly Conference, the very body that 
first pronounced him guilty. 

3. We need nothing but the good old rule of dealing with delin- 
quents, found on pages 127, 128 of the Discipline. 

4. The paragraph is only calculated to excuse lazy preachers from 
the trouble of visiting, and in a Christian spirit admonishing erring 
members, and thus, it is to be hoped, save them from destruction. 


He also presented the following resolution, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, That the letter ‘‘s” in the last word of the first line of 
page 165 of the Discipline be stricken out; so that, stead of “ arch- 
angels,” it will read “the archangel” — 

1. Because there is, and in the proper sense of the word there 
can be, but one archangel. 

2. Because the word “archangels” is unscriptural, and does not 
occur in the Bible. The word ‘‘archangel’’ does, and in both cases 
refers to Michael, “the archangel.” 

3. Because the word ’‘‘archangels” is a detestable invention, 
adopted by the Jews and Roman Catholics and others from heathen® 
ism, and should have no place in the Rituals of the Christian 


Church. 
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WEST WISCONSIN. 


J. E. Stillman presented the following preamble and 
resolution, and they were referred to the Committee on 
Revisals : 


Whereas, Law questions having arisen in the Conference which 
the Court of Appeals have not the power to decide, their province 
being only to determine causes appealed from Annual Conferences ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That a Court be created by this Conference in the man- 
ner by it to be determined, whose duty it shall be to decide all ques- 
tions of law that may arise within the jurisdiction of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 


WISCONSIN. 


W. G. Miller presented the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Missions: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Missions be instructed to inquire 
and report as to the number and relation of the Missionary Secre- 
taries. 

He also presented the following preamble and reso- 
lution, and asked its reference to a special Committee 
of three; but, on motion, it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisals: 

Whereas, Many Churches are more or less embarrassed in their 
finances, and many are on the ‘‘mission” list, and all would be 
helped by a more perfect system of Church revenue; and, 

Whereas, There are different systems now in operation claiming 
great excellence, some of which have proved very successful, in- 
creasing the revenues of the Churches adopting the same from 
twenty-five to fifty per cent., thereby relieving some of friction and 
raising others from mission to self-sustaining Churches; theretore, 


Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to investigate 
this subject, and report to this body their conclusions. 


WYOMING. 


D. C. Olmstead presented the following resolution, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Reyvisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of so changing the Discipline as to dispense 
with the concurrence of the Bishops with the Book Committee in 
order to the removal of an Editor or Agent from office in the inter- 
val of the General Conference. 

At the request of the Michigan delegation, Hampton 
Rich, who had been absent, took his place in the 
Conference and on the Committees in place of J. W. 
Stone. 
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C. R. Brown was placed on the Special Committee 
on the Book Concern, and H. Rich was placed on the 
Committee on Itinerancy in place of C. R. Brown. 

S. A. W. Jewett moved that the order of business 
be suspended to take up resolutions in reference to 
the Episcopacy, now on the table, but the motion did 
not prevail. 

The roll of Standing and Special Committees was 
called for reports, and the following were presented : 


BOUNDARIES. 


G. B. Jocelyn presented Report No. II of the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 

J. M. Walden moved to recommit the report, with 
instructions to report at the same time the boundaries 
of all Conferences lying within the same State, and 
the motion prevailed. 

G. B. Jocelyn moved that so much of Report No. 
I, presented May 14, as fixed the boundary of Arkan- 
sas Conference, be adopted. 

W. M’K. Hester moved to recommit the report, with 
instructions to report the boundaries of all the Con- 
ferences at the same time and in one report, but the 
motion was lost. 

E. H. Waring moved that the report be recom- 
mitted, but the motion did not prevail. 

W. R. Davis moved to amend by connecting the 
Indian country with the Kansas instead of the Arkan- 
sas Conference. 

W. H. Gillam moved to lay the amendment on the 
table, which prevailed by a count vote—ayes, 155; 
nays not counted. ; 

And then the report of the Committee on the 
boundaries of Arkansas Conference was adopted, as 
follows : . 


Arkansas Conference shall include the State of Arkansas and the 
Indian country west of the State. 


G. W. Woodruff moved that the Committee on 
Boundaries be instructed, in case of a division of senti- 
ment in respect to the boundaries of. any given Con- 
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ference, to report the state of the vote in the Com- — 
mittee to the General Conference, and the motion 
prevailed. 

The Special Committee on the Order of Elections 
reported the following rules for the election of Gen- 
eral Conference officers, namely: 


The Special Committee on the Order of Elections begs leave to 
report as follows: 

Resolved, 1. That the Chair shall appoint twelve tellers to re- 
ceive and count the votes cast in the election of officers to be 
elected by the General Conference. 

Resolved, 2. The tellers shall take the vote of each delegation in 
the order of Conferences, and shall announce the name of each 
voter, and the name so announced shall be checked on the list 
of delegates by the Secretary. 

Resolved, 3. That when the vote has been cast in any ballot the 
said tellers, with three Secretaries of the General Conference, shall 
retire to count the vote. 

Resolved, 4. That they be directed to separate the ballots into 
three lots, and four tellers and one Secretary shall count each lot. 
They shall then ascertain the vote cast for each person, and the 
total vote cast, and report the same through the President to the 
General Conference. 


And the report was adopted. 

It was moved, that while the voting is in progress 
no one shall be allowed, other than delegates, to sit 
within the bar of the Conference, but the motion was 
laid on the table. 

MISSIONS. 


Reports Nos. II and IV were presented, and, on 
motion of D. Curry, adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. II. 


The Committee on Missions would report that, 

Whereas, Resolutions from the South-western German and 
India Conferences, asking for the continued unity of the Methodist 
Episcopal Chureh in the matter of a close organic relation between 
our home and foreign mission work, and also a memorial from mem- 
bers of the Cincinnati Conference, asking exactly the opposite, have 
been referred to us; therefore, 

Resolved, That while the General Conference expresses. no opin- 
ion concerning the question of a universal Methodist Episcopal 
Church, we judge that the time has not come for the separation of 
our mission work from its intimate relation to the Church. 


REPORT NO. IY. 


The Committee on Missions respectfully report: 

We have carefully considered the petitions referred to us as to 
the division of our Missionary Society, and we request the General 
Conference to adopt the following: 
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Resolved, That the proposed separation of our home from our 
foreign missionary work is not expedient. 


Report No. III of this Committee was presented, 
and laid on the table under the rule. 


BOOK CONCERN. 


T. M. Eddy presented Report No. I, and it was 
adopted as follows: 
REPORT NO. I. 


The Committee has considered carefully the memorial of Mrs. H. 
Z. Ross, praying that the Book Agents at Cincinnati be directed to 
release the estate of her deceased husband, the late Rev. W. Z. 
Ross, from the claim held against it by the Book Concern, and 
recommend that the claim be referred to the Agents, with full 
power to act according to their discretion, 

Similar action is recommended in reference to the claims held by 
the Book Agents against Rey. Charles Atkinson, of Illinois. 

The memorial presented by Rev. John V. RB. Miller, of North Indi- 
ana Conference, and referred to this Committee, recites that by the 
action of the General Conference of 1868 several charges were de- 
tached from his district and placed in another Conference, that lis 
salary as Presiding Elder was thereby reduced three hundred and 
twenty-five (325) dollars, and that said reduction occasioned 
him the grayest embarrassment, from which he has been unable to 
extricate himself. He further represents that he is heavily in debt 
to the Western Book Concern beyond his ability of payment, and 
prays the General Conference to relieve him by directing the Book 
Agents to cancel the claims they hold against him to the extent 
at least of the loss he sustained by action of the General Confer- 
ence. 

The Committee report: 

1. That the action of the General Conference of 1868 was regu- 
lar, and affords no ground sufficient to warrant the abrogation of 
the claims of the Book Concern upon the memorialist. 

2. That inasmuch as the memorialist prays for such further re- 
lief as the General Conference may be able to grant, the Committee 
recommends the adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Agents of the Western Book Concern be 
authorized to compound the claims held against the Rev. John V. 
R. Miller according to their judgment in the premises. 


He also presented Report No. II, which was laid 
on the tabie under the rule. 


EDUCATION. 


Report No. I was presented, and, on motion of §. 
D. Brown, laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 
After singing the doxology, J. P. Durbin, of Phila- 
delphia, pronounced the benediction, and the Confer- 
ence adjourned. 
i 19 
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TUESDAY MORNING, MAY 21. 


The Conference met this morning, Bishop Simpson 
in the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by 
Joseph M. Trimble, of the Ohio Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read 
and approved. 

W. L. Harris moved the appointment of three mem- 
bers of the Conference to aid the Secretaries and tellers 
in counting the ballots cast in the election of Bishops. 
The motion prevailed ; whereupon W. F. Mallalieu, J. 
F. Marlay, and C. C. Stratton were appointed. 

At the request of the delegation of Black River 
Conference, David A. Stewart, reserve delegate, was 
admitted to a seat in the Conference in place of Barney 
Whitney, who was granted leave of absence, and also 
placed on the same Committees. 

At the request of the delegation of Maine Confer- 
ence, Joseph L, Morse, reserve delegate, was admitted 
to a seat in the Conference in place of Charles Mun- 
ger, and placed on the same Committees. 

At the request of the Wyoming delegation, Payne 
Pettibone was admitted to a seat in the Conference 
in place of Ziba Bennett, and placed on the same Com- 
mittees. 

On motion of J. M. Trimble, the special order of the 
day, namely, the election of Bishops, was then 


‘taken up. 


The Chair announced the names of the following 
persons as tellers, namely : 


Henderson Ritchie, 
John B. Quigg, 
Wm. G. Queal, 
Nathaniel G. Taylor, 
Wm. R. Woodward, J. J. Hight, 
James F. Chalfant, J. Nicols. 


On motion of J. M. Trimble, it was ordered that if 
more than eight persons should receive a majority of 


B. I. Ives, 

Otis Gibson, 

W. K. Marshall, 
W. Deering, 
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the votes cast, the eight having the highest number 
should be declared duly elected. 


Amos Shinkle presented the following resolution, 
namely : 


Resolved, That every ballot cast for the election of Bishops shall 
contain eight names, and that any ballot having a less number 
shall not be counted by the tellers. 


George G. Reynolds moved to amend by adding 
the words, “that any ballot containing more than 
eight names shall be rejected.” 

On motion, the resolution and amendment were laid 
on the table. 

S. D. Brown moved that if more than eight names 
appear on any ballot, the first eight shall be counted, 
provided that the same names shall be counted but 
once, and it prevailed. 

On motion of H. Slicer, it was ordered that if the 
tellers find two or more tickets folded together offered 
as a single ballot, the whole shall be rejected. 

Thomas J. Thompson moved that a majority of all 
the votes cast be required to elect, and the motion 
prevailed. 

R. W. Thompson, a lay delegate of the Indiana Con- 
ference, moved that the laymen demand that in the 
election of Bishops the two orders vote separately. 

Pending a discussion by the laymen of the question, 
John S. M’Calmont raised the point of order, that on 
a call for the separate vote of the two orders, discus- 
sion is not in order. 

The Chair decided the point to be well taken; 
whereupon an appeal to the Conference was taken 
from the decision of the Chair, and the ruling of the 
Chair was sustained. 

The roll of laymen was then called, with the follow- 
ing result, namely : 

Ayes—Albright of Philadelphia, Albright of Pitts- 
burgh, Baldwin, Bates, Beadle, Burr, Berkley, Bishop, 
Bonner, Bradley, Brownfield, Campbell, Claflin, 
Cooley, English, Evans, Fish, Hammer, Harlan, Hoyt, 
Lane, Logan of Illinois, M’Calmont, Mallalieu, Owen, 
Pettibone, Price, Reynolds, Rogers, Slavens, Stillman, 
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May 21. Strong, Tasker, Taylor of Lexington, Thompson of 

ee Indiana, Wells of Mississippi, Woodward—37. 

a ee Noes—Abdernethy, Ashcom, Beale, Benton, Berry, 

i Brown of Genesee, Brown of Michigan, Briiehl, Bundy, 
Coldwell, Carter, Childs, Comstock, Cordozo, Cornell, 
Corwin, Critchfield, Davisson, Decker, Deering, De 
Pauw, Dickhart, Dillingham, Dobbins, Ebbert, Elmore, 
Faber, Fairchild, Funk, Garrett, Gavitt, Goodrich, 
Groo, Hackedorn, Harris, Hill, Holloway, Hosford, 
Hubbard of East Genesee, Hubbard of West Virginia, 
Ives, Jones, Keller, Kimball, Klippel, Lawrence, Lewis 
of Minnesota, Logan of West Virginia, M’Intosh, 
M’Williams, Miller, Moore, Moses, Nicols, Patton, 
Petrie, Plaisted, Phillips, Quinn, Ramsey, Rich, Root, 
Saxe, Schurmeier, Shaw, Shinkle, Shoveler, Sigler, 
Stewart, Stoker, Sprague, Taylor of Holston, Thomas, 
Thompson of Georgia, Wardwell, Wells of Troy, 
West, Wilson, Wright—79. 

Absent. Absent or not voting—Blaisdell, Callahan, Haskins, 
Landry, Lewis of Missouri, Muzzy, Pond, Rountiee, 
Sanford, Smith of Liberia, Smith of Oregon, Smith of 
South-west German, Tourgee—18. 

Motion lost, The votes in favor of demanding a separate vote of 
laymen were 37, and against it 79; so the motion was 
lost not one third voting in favor of it. 

Ballot cast. The roll of the Conferences was then called, the tell- 
ers received the ballots of the delegates, and with three 
of the Secretaries, the three members appointed by the 
Conference retired to count the votes. 

Bishop Rich. = On motion of A. 8. Hunt the order of business was 

deve of Can suspended, and Bishop Richardson, of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church of Canada, was introduced, and ad- 
dressed words of farewell to the Conference. 

- Re ae The regular call for reports from Standing and Spe- 

Committees. cial Committees was then resumed, and the following 
Reports were presented, namely : 
Education: Ree Report No. II of the Committee on Education was 


ort No. II 


aker Uni- read, and adopted as follows : 
versity. 


REPORT NO. II.—BAKER UNIVERSITY. 


The Committee on Education would respectfully report back the 
papers relating to Baker University which were referred to it, and 
suggest that said papers be sent to the Board of Education, 
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Report No. III, from the same Committee, was pre- 
sented, read, and adopted as follows: 


REPORT NO. III. 


The Committee on Education, having carefully considered the 
memorial of the Mission Conference of Germany and Switzerland, 
relating to the establishment of a school within the limits of said 
Conference, would report the following resolutions: 

Resolved, 1. That we deeply sympathize with our brethren in 
Germany and Switzerland in their efforts to secure educational ad- 
vantages to the Methodist youth of those countries. 

Resolved, 2. That we trust great success may attend the efforts 
of Rev. L. S. Jacoby, D.D., to collect funds to aid the educational 
institutions of our Church in Germany and Switzerland, and that 
we cordially recommend him to the sympathies and benevolence of 
our entire Church in America. 


Report No. IV, from the same Committee, was read, 
laid on the table under the rule, and ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion, the rules were suspended in order to re- 
ceive a paper trom Thomas Carlton, the Book Agent, 
in response to the report of John Lanahan. 

_ It was moved that it be referred to the Special Com- 
mittee on the Book Concern without reading. 

J. B. Maxfield moved that this motion be laid on 
the table, and the motion prevailed. 

Pending the reading of the paper, G. W. Woodruff 
moved that the reading be suspended to admit a mo- 
tion for an afternoon session. 

A. Harmount moved to lay this motion on the table, 
and the motion prevailed. 

On motion, the time of the session was extended. 

The paper of Thomas Carlton was then read, and re- 
ferred to the Special Committee on the Book Concern. 
[For Paper, see Appendix 46.] 

During the reading of the paper, D. H. Ela moved 
to suspend its further reading, and refer it to the Spe- 
cial Committee on the Book Concern. 

J. B. Maxfield moved that this motion lie on the 
table, and his motion prevailed. 

John Evans rose ta a question of privilege, and 
asked leave to file a protest in reference to the action 
of the Conference on the question of a separate vote 
of ministers and laymen in the election of Bishops, but 
leave was not granted. 
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On motion of G. Haven, the regular order of busi- 
ness was suspended, and Report No. V from the Com- 
mittee on Missions was presented and read. 

On motion of L. Hitchcock, the rule requiring pro- 
posed changes in the Discipline to lie over for twenty- 
four hours before action is had on them was suspended, 
and the report was then adopted, as follows: 


MISSIONS—REPORT NO. VY. 


Having carefully considered the papers referred to us on the sub- 
ject of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, we recommend the following: 

Resolved, 1. That we hereby recognize the Woman’s Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society as an efficient agency in the spread of the Gospel, 
and that we encourage our sisters to prosecute their work with no 
other restrictions than at present, and that they be permitted to 
publish their Report in connection with the Report of the Mission- 
ary Society of the Methodist Hpiscopal Church. 

Fesolved, 2. That we recommend that pastors report the amount 
raised in their several charges by the Woman’s Foreign Missionary 
Society, and that such report be published in the General Minutes. 

Fresolved, 3. That we recommend that all real estate in foreign 
lands belonging to this Society be held for it by the Missionary 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, as trustee in trust. 


The Committee on Revisals presented Report No. I, 
and it was adopted, as follows: 


REVISALS—REPORT NO. I. 


The Committee on Revisals, to whom was referred a resolution 
on the appointment of a commission on law, respectfully report the 
following, and recommend its adoption by the General Conference: 

Resolved, That the Bishops be and are hereby requested to appoint 
a Commission of six persons, three ministers and three laymen, whose 
duty it shall be to prepare gratuitously a succinct code of ecclesias- 
tical jurisprudence and procedure, embracing the general principles 
applicable to Church trials, which code shall be reported to the next 
General Conference. 

The same Committee also presented Report No. II, 
which was read, and laid on the table under the rule. 

F. A. Hester moved that the Conference do now 
adjourn, which motion was lost. 

On motion of H. C. Dickhaut, Report No. I of the 
Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts was taken 
up and read. 

William Nast moved to amend by transferring the 
work of editing tracts from the Editor of the Monthly 
Magazine to the Editor of the Apologist. 

A motion to lay this amendment on the table was 
lost. . 
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J. Rothweiler moved as an amendment to the amend- 
ment, that the words “Family Library ” be stricken 
from the report. 

On motion, this amendment was laid on the table. 

William Nast’s amendment was then lost by a count 
vote of 177 to 177, and the report was adopted, as 
follows: 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS AND TRACTS—REPORT NO. I. 


Your Committee, to whom was referred the papers on the reor- 
ganization of the German Sunday-School Publishing Department of 
the Western Methodist Book Concern, have considered the same, 
and present the following: 

In consideration of the importance and the pressing necessity of 
the Sunday-school work, and in compliance with the unanimous de- 
sire of the various German Conferences and German Sunday-School 
Conventions, and in consideration of the fact that, by granting the 
petitions of said Conferences and Conventions, we do not create an 
office for a new man, but simply divide the editorial force employed 
on German publications, making each personally responsible for his 
own work, and in consideration of the fact that the expenses to be 
incurred are reasonably moderate, therefore we present the follow- 
ing change, to be made in the Book of Discipline, Part V, sec. 6, 
paragraph 6, item 7, so as to read: 

“There shall be an editor who shall have charge of the Chris- 
tian Apologist and German publications of the General Catalogue; 
and also an editor who shall have charge of the monthly family 
magazine, the Sunday-School Bell, the Family Library, and other 
Sunday-school publications and tracts.” 


On motion of William Lawrence, the regular order 
of business was suspended, and the Report of the Spe- 
cial Committee on the Relation of the Benevolent In- 
stitutions of the Church to the General Conference 
was taken up. 

A motion to adjourn was lost. 

J. B. Wakeley was excused for to-morrow’s session, 
and L. H. King, a reserve delegate, was admitted to 
his seat. 

E. K. Hosford, of South-eastern Indiana Conference, 
was granted leave of absence, and J. H. V. Smith was 
admitted to his seat after to-day. 

The Report of the Special Committee on the Rela- 
tion of Benevolent Institutions of the Church to the 
General Conference was then read and adopted, as 
follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BENEVOLENT SOCIETIES. 


The special Committee “appointed to consider and report con- 
cerning the relations of our various benevolent societies to the 
authorities of the Church, and whether any action is necessary, and 
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if so what, to place them under the full control of the General Con- 
ference,” has considered the subject stated, and now 


REPORT 


that there are five benevolent societies which have received the 
sanction of the General Conference, and with which it is more or 
less remotely connected, to wit: 

1. The Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in- 
corporated by the Legislature of New York; 

2. The Church Extension Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, incorporated by the Legislature of Pennsylvania; 

3. The Board of Education of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
incorporated by the Legislature of New York; 

4, The Sunday-School Union of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
incorporated by the Legislature of New York; and, 

5. The Tract Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, incor- 
porated by the Legislature of New York. 

The corporation organized under a general law of Ohio, known as 
the Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church of the United States, 
does not seem to come within the inquiry directed to be made by 
the Committee. 

The two corporations, constituting what is known as ‘the Book 
Concern,” do not fall within the inquiry directed to be made by the 
Committee. 

The Chartered Fund is controlled by a corporation, but it is not 4 
benevolent society within the meaning of the resolution under which 
the Committee was appointed. 

The ‘ Freedmen’s Aid Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church,’’ 
incorporated under a general law of the State of Ohio, is a benevo- 
lent society, but it is not in any respect under the jurisdiction or 
control of the General Conference. 


THE BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


The government of the corporation known as “The Board of 
Education of the Methodist Episcopal Church,” and the manage- 
ment of its property, business, and affairs, are vested in a board of 
twelve trustees, of whom six are by its charter required to be min- 
isters, including two Bishops, and six to be laymen, all so arranged 
that the terms of office of four of the trustees expire and are to be 
filled by the General Conference at each quadrennial session. This 
arrangement, secured by the charter, places the corporation under 
full control of the General Conference, and no further action is 
necessary for that purpose, 


THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The management and disposition of the affairs and property of 
the corporation known as “The Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church ”’ are by its charter vested in a Board of Managers 
to be annually elected at a meeting of the Society, to be called for 
that purpose, and held in the City of New York at such time and 
on such notice as the Board of Managers, for the time being, shah 
previously prescribe. 

The members of the Board are elected by members of the Society, 
and the members of the Society are those persons who become such 
by the payment of twenty dollars or more to its funds. 

The General Conference has no legal connection with the Society, 
except only that by the charter it is provided that the Correspond- 
ing Secretaries of said Society shall be elected by the General Con- 
ference, and shall hold their offices for four years, and until their 
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successors are elected, and that in case of vacancy the Bishops shall 
elect their successors to hold till the ensuing General Conference. 

But as the whole management is vested in the Board elected by 
members of the Society, the Corresponding Secretaries are powerless 
to represent any interest of the Church or of the Conference inde- 
pendent of the will of the Board. It is evident, too, that the multi- 
tude of members of the Society, scattered widely in all parts of the 
country, either cannot or will not participate in the election of a 
Board of Managers. It is equally evident that local combinations 
are liable to be formed eacn year to change the management of the 
corporation, and obtain control of its great resources. We do not 
express or intimate any doubt of the judicious and faithful manage- 
ment of the Society, but it is high time to close the door against the 
possibility of danger in the future. The provision of the charter, 
that the Board of Managers “shall have such other power as may 
be necessary for the management of the affairs of the corporation 
in conformity with the constitution of the Society as it now exists, 
or as-it may ’’—in the manner therein provided—‘ be from time to 
time amended,”’ gives no adequate security for the proper manage- 
ment of the corporation. The constitution can ‘not be altered ex- 
cept by the concurrence both of the General Conference, and of the 
Board of Managers.” 

The General Conference, as the supreme legislative authority of 
the Church, and having in charge all its great interests for the diffu- 
sion of Christian civilization, should have a controlling power in all 
the missionary operations carried on in the name and behalf of the 
Church. The act of incorporation is subject to a general law, which 
declares that ‘“‘the charter of every corporation that shall hereafter 
be granted by the Legislature shall be subject to alteration, suspen- 
sion, and repeal, in the discretion of the Legislature.” To place 
this corporation under the control of the General Conference, it will 
be proper to procure an act of the Legislature to amend the charter 
so as to provide that the Board of Managers shall be elected by the 
General Conference. In this respect the charter of the Board of 
Education furnishes a model which would seem to secure stability 
and proper management. 


THE CHURCH EXTENSION SOCIETY. 


Under the charter and constitution of the Church Extension Soci- 
ety, the management and disposition of its affairs and property are 
vested in a Board of Managers, consisting of thirty-five laymen, a 
majority being members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
thirty ministers of the Church. The Board of Managers are elected 
annually by members of the Society, who are composed of ‘such 
members and friends of the Methodist Episcopal Church as shall 
contribute not less than one dollar per annum toward the promo- 
tion of the general purposes of the Society.” All officers of the 
Society other than members of the Board are appointed by the 
Board, except that by the terms of the constitution it is declared that 
“the Corresponding Secretary shall be appointed by the General 
Conference. . . . Should a vacancy occur by death, resignation, or 
otherwise, the Board shall have power to provide for the office until 
the next ensuing annual meeting, when a joint meeting of the 
Bishops, General Committee, and Board of Managers shall fill the 
vacancy.” : ‘ 

The preamble to the charter contains a recital that a large num- 
ber of the members of the Methodist Episcopal Church have agreed 
to associate themselves together in the formation of a society, to 
carry out certain objects thereinafter set forth under the supervision 
and direction of the General Conference. If the General Conference 


297 


May 21. 


EIcHTeENTH 
Day. 


Morning. 


298 


May 21. 


E1g¢uTEENTH 
Day. 


Morning. 


Journal of’ the General Conference. [1872. 


should prescribe directions, and the managers of the Society should 
deem it inexpedient to pursue them, a fine opportunity would be 
afforded for litigation. 

The constitution of the Society can be altered, not inconsistent 
with the charter, and is made binding on the officers and managers; 
but no alteration can be made without the united action of the 
Board and the General Conference. 

The mode of electing the Board of Managers has all the objection- 
able features of elections in the Missionary Society, and the plan of 
filling vacancies in the office of Corresponding Secretary is compli- 
cated and unsatisfactory, since neither the Bishops nor any repre- 
sentatives of Church authority controls it. 

We have no reason to doubt the judicious and faithful manage- 
ment of this corporation. But it is practically independent of all 
Church authority in the management of its affairs. 

The remedy is by an amendment of the Charter so as to provide 
that the General Conference shall elect and perpetuate a Board, and 
for the filling of vacancies in the recess of the Conference by the 
appointment of the Bishops. To this the existing corporation would 
doubtless consent. If difficulties are found in the way in this re- 
spect, an independent corporation can be created subject to the 
General Conference. 

THE TRACT SOCIETY. 


The organization and management of the Tract Society are regu- 
lated by a charter and constitution substantially similar to the 
Missionary Society. The same objections exist alike to both, and 
the same remedy should be alike applied. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 


The Sunday-School Union is in the same condition substantially 
as the Missionary Society, and the same remarks are equally appli- 
cable to both. ‘ 

The Committee are required by the resolution appointing them 
“to consider and report concerning the relations of our various be- 
nevolent societies to the authorities of the Church,” etc. 

We have done so. 

We find that the powers of some of these benevolent corporations 
might be profitably enlarged and liberalized. Under proper limita- 
tions, they might be made more useful if authorized to receive money 
on payment of life annuities. 

The right to hold certain offices is limited to laymen and minis- 
ters. No law of the Church prohibits women from being ministers. 
As such they can hold offices to which ministers are eligible. But 
women should be equally eligible to all offices to which laymen are 
eligible. 

The time has gone by when persons should be excluded from 
Church offices on account of race, color, or sex. And when women 
are admitted to office in Church corporations, the way will be open 
to give them a just share of the employment in every department 
of tle Book Concern, and in all the enterprises which promote tem- 
poral and spiritual good. 

The Committee recommend the adoption of the following: 

Resolved, That the Bishops are hereby directed to take such meas- 
ures as they may deem proper to secure by law such form of 
organization of the various benevolent corporations of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church as will place all under the full control of the 
General Conference. 


Daniel Curry moved that this same Special Com- 
mittee be instructed to report to this Conference full 
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Boards of Directors for the various benevolent socie- May 21. 
ties, as provided for in the report. ae 


Wm. Lawrence moved as an amendment that the Morning. 
Bishops, instead of the Special Committee, shall make Bishops | t 
these nominations. Boards. 

D. Curry moved to lay this motion on the table, 
but it did not prevail. 

The amendment then prevailed, and the orginal 
motion, as amended, was carried. 

On motion of R. 8. Foster, it was ordered that the Protest of John 
protest of John Evans and others in reference to the ce ae 
action of the Conference on the question of a separate 
vote in the election of Bishops be received, read, and 
entered on the Journal. 

Oliver Hoyt moved that when the Conference ad- Conference to 
: : . meet at half- 
journ it adjourn to meet at half-past three o’clock past, three 
to-day, and the motion prevailed. oe 

J. K. Burr, of Newark Conference, was granted leave Burr has leave 
of absence for the day, and Stacy W. Hilliard was ad- Hilliard ad: 
mitted to his seat. uae 

John Evans then presented the following protest, 


and it was read and entered on the Journal: 


PROTEST. 
GENERAL CONFERENCE Room, May 21, 1872. 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE:— We, lay delegates, who thought 
it right to record our names for a separate vote of the two orders in» 
the election of Bishops, respectfully protest against the proceeding 
this morning by which we were placed in a false light. After one 
speech for the movement and two speeches against it, we were re- 
quired to vote in silence, and not allowed a word of explanation. 

We further protest against our votes being regarded as in any 
sense hostile or antagonistic to our ministers, and we challenge those 
who voted against us to a contest in our love and esteem for them. 


JOHN Evans, SUMMERFIELD BALDWIN, 
B. R. Bonner, Ouiver Hoyt, 
JaMES W. L. SLAVENS, D. M. Bartzs, 
HIRAM PRICE, GEORGE G. REYNOLDS, 
CHARLES ALBRIGHT, THOMAS MALLALIEU, 
Tuomas T. TASKER, Ricasrp W. THOMPSON, 
WILLIAM R. WoopwARD, CHARLES ALBRIGHT, 
Witiiam A. Burr, H. 8. Lane, 
W. H. H. BEapiz, JOHN BROWNFIELD, 
I. A. HAMMER, Davin CAMPBELL, 
EK. H. Rocers, JAMES STRONG, 

W. N. BrerKkey. 


George G. Hackedorn moved that other laymen 
be permitted to sign this protest if they so desired, 
and the motion prevailed. 


390 


May 21. 
EIr@ureEents 
Day. 
Morning. 
Freedmen: Re- 
port No. I. 


Lawrence's 
Amendment. 


Laid on the 


table. 


African Coloni- 
zation. 


Bishops Elect- 
ed, 


Thomas Bow- 
man, William 
4. Harris, 
Randolph §. 
Foster. 


Afternoon. 


Freedmen: Re- 
port No. L 


Journal of the General Conference. [1872. 


On motion of J. M. Walden, Report No. I of the 
Committee on Freedmen was taken up and read. 

Wm. Lawrence presented the following resolution 
as an amendment to the report, and the. amendment 
was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Bishops shall take the necessary measures to 


procure an act of incorporation which shall carry out the objects of 
the Constitution. 


On motion of W. R. Clark, the whole subject was 
laid on the table. 

At the suggestion of Bishop Janes, the subject of 
African colonization was referred to the Committee on 
Freedmen for consideration. 

The tellers then reported the vote for the election 
of Bishops, and the Chair announced the result, as 
follows : 

Whole number of votes cast, 408, 
choice, 205. 

Thomas Bowman received 293 votes, William L. 
Harris received 270 votes, and Randolph S. Foster 
received 232 votes, and they were declared duly 
elected Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

On motion, the Conference adjourned. After the 
doxology was sung the benediction was pronounced 
by Bishop Janes. 


Necessary to a 


TUESDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 21, 


The Conference met pursuant to adjournment, 
Bishop Ames in the chair. 

T. J. Thompson, of Wilmington Conference, con- 
ducted the usual religious services. 

On motion, Report No. I of the Committee on 
Freedmen, and as amended, was taken up and adopted 
as follows: 


FREEDMEN—REPORT NO. I. 


The Committee on Freedmen recommend to the General Confer- 
ence the following action : 

Resolved, That the prayer of the memorialists for the official 
recognition of the Freedmen’s Aid Society be granted, and that said 
Society be and hereby is recognized as a regular constituted Soci- 
ety of the Methodist Episcopal Church under the following pream- 
ble and constitution, namely: 
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Whereas, The usefulness and success of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the South requires the maintenance and success of vari- 
ous grades among the freedmen; and, 

Whereas, There is no specific. provision by benevolent organiza- 
tion in our Church to meet this special educational work of the 
freedmen; we, the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, do therefore organize this Society under the following Con- 
stitution, with the name and for the purpose therein declared: 


“ ARTICLE I. 


“This organization shall be known as the Freedmen’s Aid So- 
ciety of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


“ ARTICLE IL 


“Tts object shall be to labor for the education and special aid of 
freedmen and others, especially in co-operation with the Missionary 
and Church Extension Societies of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


“ ARTICLE III. 


“ The contribution of one dollar during any year, and attendance 
at the annual meeting, shall constitute a member of this Society. 

‘“‘ Any person contributing twenty dollars ($20) to its treasury 
shall be an honorary member; any person contributing one hun- 
dred dollars ($100) shall be an honorary manager; any person con- 
tributing five hundred dollars ($500) shall be a patron. 


“ ARTICLE IV, 


“ Sec. 1. There shall be a Board of Managers, consisting of one 
minister and one layman from each of the mission districts, ap- 
pointed quadrennially by the General Conference, on the nomina- 
tion of the delegates of the Annual Conferences within said dis- 
tricts respectively. 

“Sec. 2. The Board of Managers shall, during the session of the 
General Conference by which they are appointed, organize by the 
election of a President, one or more Vice-Presidents, and a Record- 
ing Secretary, who shall also be officers of the Society. And they 
shall at the same time, and annually thereafter, elect an Executive 
Committee of nine persons, the majority of whom shall reside in 
the city of Cincinnati, to which Committee the business of the So- 
ciety shall be intrusted during the interim between the meetings 
of the Board. The members of the Executive Committee and of 
the Board of Managers, and all officers of the Society, shall hold 
their office until their successors are appointed. 


“ ARTICLE V. 


“ Sec. 1. The General Conference, at each of its sessions, shall 
elect a Corresponding Secretary for the term of four years, whose 
office shall be iu the city of Cincinnati, and who shall be a member 
ex officio of the Executive Committee. In the event of a vacancy 
this office shall be filled by the Board of Managers. 

“ Sec. 2. The Agent of the Western Methodist Book Concern 
shal] be the Treasurer, with such Assistant Treasurers as the Hx- 
ecutive Committee may designate. 

“ Sec. 3. The Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer shall annu- 
ally make an exhibit of the transactions and condition of the Soci- 
ety to the Annual Conferences, and a Quadrennial Report to the 
General Conference. 

“ ARTICLE VI. 


“ There shall be an annual meeting of the Society at such time 
and place as the Executive Committee shall determine, and also of 
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the Board of Managers at the same time and place, for the election 
of officers and the transaction of other business, to which an ex- 
hibit of the transactions of the Executive Committee shall be pre- 
sented. 


“ARTICLE VII. 


“The General Conference shall have power to amend this consti- 
tution by a majority vote.” 

Resolved, That the Bishops shall take the necessary measures to 
procure an act of incorporation which will carry out the objects 
of this constitution. 


Report No. V of the Committee on Episcopacy was 
presented, read, and adopted as follows: 


EPISCOPACY—-REPORT NO. V. 


The Committee on Episcopacy respectfully report to the General 
Conference : 

That in their judgment it is inexpedient to make any change in 
the tenure of the episcopal office, or in the mode of consecrating 
Bishops. 

The Committee also recommend that no action be taken in sup- 
port of the memorials referred to them asking that an elder, elected 
to preside in an Annual Conference in the absence of a Bishop, be 
authorized to ordain preachers eligible to the office of Deacon and 
Elder. 


J. M. Trimble presented the following resolution, 
and it was adopted, namely : 


Resolved, That a Committee of three, chosen by the Committee 
on Kpiscopacy, be associated with the Committee of Arrangements 
and the presiding Bishops to arrange for the time and place of or- 
daining the Bishops elected at this session of the General Con- 
ference. 


Reports Nos. II, II, and IV of the Committee on 
Appeals were presented, read, and entered on the 
Journal, as follows: 


APPEALS—REPORT NO. II. 


J. S. Moore, a member of the Southern Illinois Conference, was 
tried by said Conference on charges of immorality and undisciplinary 
conduct, and was expelled from the Church, from which decision he 
took an appeal to the General Conference. 

The Committee on Appeals have inquired into this case, and have 
ordered that the case of J. 8. Moore be remanded to the Southern 
Illinois Conference for a new trial. 

Richard May, a member of the California Conference, was tried by 
said Conference on charges of immorality, and was expelled from the 
Church, from which decision he appealed. 

The Committee on Appeals, having inquired into this case, have 
ordered that the case of Richard May be remanded to the California 
Conference for a new trial. 


aie 
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REPORT NO. Iii. 


B. D. Palmer, a member of the Newark Conference, was tried by 
said Conference on the charge of dishonesty in business transactions, 
and was expelled by said Conference from the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, from which decision he appealed to this body. 

The Committee on Appeals, having inquired into the case, in view 
of the desire on the part of both the Conference and the appellant 
for a new trial of the case, have ordered that the case be remanded 
for a new trial. 


REPORT NO. IV. 


T. B. Taylor, a member of the Kansas Conference, was tried by 
said Conference on charges of holding and disseminating doctrines 
contrary to our articles of religion, and was by ‘said Conference ex- 
pelled from the M. EK. Church, from which decision he appealed to 
this General Conference. 

The Committee on Appeals have inquired into this case, and have 
ordered that it be remanded for a new trial. 


‘Report No. I of the Committee on Itinerancy was 
presented, read, and laid on the table under the rule. 

Report No. II of the Committee on Boundaries was 
taken up, and Item No. 1, pertaining to the Rocky 
Mountain Conference, was read and adopted as 
follows : 

The Rocky Mountain Conference shall include the Territories of 


Utah, Idaho, and Montana, and that portion of Wyoming Territory 
not included i in the Colorado Conference. 


On motion of William M’K. Hester, the remaining 
portion of the report was laid on the table, and 
the Conference proceeded to vote for five additional 
Bishops. 

The roll of Conferences was then called, and the 
tellers received the ballots of the delegates. 

On motion, it was ordered that when ballots are 
cast with names other than the proper given names 
of the parties, the tellers shall use their discretion in 
counting them. 

On motion of A. M. Osbon, it was ordered that the 
tellers sit with closed doors while counting the vote, 
and report through the President to the Conference. 

The tellers and Secretaries then retired to count the 
ballots. 

Rey. Mr. Sanderson, delegate from the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church in Canada: hte addressed the 
Conference. 
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A. J. Kynett moved to suspend the order of busi- 
ness in order to take up Report No, II of the Com- 
mittee on Church Extension, but the motion did 
not prevail. 

R. A. Caruthers moved that the Conference ad- 
journ, but the motion was lost. 

The consideration of Report No. II of the Commit- 
tee on Boundaries was then resumed, and G. B. 
Jocelyn moved to adopt so much of said report as 
pertains to the Black River Conference. 

A. J. Phelps presented a minority report, signed 
by himself and four others, which was then read, on 
motion of J. 8. M’Murray. 

On motion of T. M. Eddy, the following resolution 
was adopted : 

Resolved, That in considering the reports on boundaries it shall 
be in order, where there are differences between the delegates of 
Conferences interested, for each party to have thirty minutes, when 
the debate shall close and the vote be taken, but not so as to ex- 
clude motions for amendments or a substitute, as in other cases, 
but the vote shall be taken on amendments or substitute without 
debate. 

A. J. Phelps moved as an amendment to the report 
of the majority, that the boundaries of the Black 
River Conference remain unchanged. 

On motion of L. D. White, the whole matter rela- 
tive to Black River Conference was laid on the table, 
and made the order of the day for eleven o’clock to- 
morrow. 

Items Nos. 3, 4, and 5 of this report, relating to the 
Chicago German, North-west German, and Central 
Ohio Conferences, were read and adopted as follows: 

The Chicago German Conference shall include all the State of 
Wisconsin, except those appointments along the Mississippi River, 
and that part of the State of Illinois north of an east and west line 
passing through the city of Bloomington; also excepting the terri- 
tory now in the South-west German Conference, and east of a north 
and south line passing through the city of Freeport, and that part 
of the State of Indiana west of the line between the counties of St. 
Joseph and Elkhart, and north of the line between Stark and 
Pulaski counties. 

The North-west German Conference shall include the State of 
Minnesota, and that part of the State of Iowa north of an east and 
west line passing through the city of Clinton, and that part of the 
State of Illinois lying west of the bounds of the Chicago German 
Conference. 


Central Ohio Conference shall be bounded on the north by the 
north line of the State of Ohio; on the east by the North Ohio Con- 
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ference; on the south by the Springfield branch of the Cleveland, 
Columbus, and Cincinnati Railroad, to the west line of the Ohio 
Conference, yet so as to exclude St. Paul’s Charge, in Delaware and 
Milford, and to include Marysville; thence to the west line of the 
State of Ohio, by the north line of the Cincinnati Conference, and on 
the west by the west line of the State of Ohio. 


Item No. 6, relating to the Colorado Conference, 
was read and adopted. 

But on motion of E. H. Waring, the motion to 
adopt was reconsidered, and the item was recom- 
mitted. 

On motion of D. Curry, the order of business was 
suspended, and Report No. II of the Committee on 
the State of the Church was taken up and read. 

H. Slicer moved to amend so as to make attendance 
on class-meetings obligatory, by inserting the old 
chapter of the Discipline on that subject. 

On motion, the amendment was laid on the table, and, 
on further motion, the report was laid on the table. 

The tellers reported, and the Chair announced the 
result of the ballot as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 400; necessary to a 
choice, 201.: 

Isaac W. Wiley received 256 votes, and Stephen 
M. Merrill received 223 votes, and they were declared 
duly elected Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

On motion, the Conference adjourned. After the 
, doxology was sung, the benediction was pronounced by 
Bishop Scott. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING, MAY 22, 


Conference met this morning, Bishop Ames in the 
chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by 
Enoch G. Wood, of the South-eastern Indiana Con- 
ference. 

The Journal of yesterday’s sessions, morning and 
afternoon, was read and approved. 

At the request of the Cincinnati delegation, Philip 


B. Swing, lay delegate from that Conference, was ad- 
20 
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mitted to the seat hitherto occupied by John M. 
Phillips, a reserve delegate, and was appointed to the 
same Committees. 

At the request of the New England delegation, 
Lucius W. Pond was excused for the remainder of the 
session, and Thomas Kniel, a reserve delegate, was 
admitted to his seat and appointed to the same Com- 
mittees. 

On motion of Benjamin R. Bonner, the order of 
business was suspended, and the Conference proceeded 
to ballot for three additional Bishops. 

The tellers thereupon received the ballots of the 
delegates, and, together with three of the Secretaries 
and the three persons appointed to assist the Secreta- 
ries, retired to count the ballots. 

Samuel Barnes arose to a question of privilege, and 
leave was granted him to print certain corrections and 
explanations in the Daily Advocate. 

On motion of Daniel Curry, the regular order of 
business was suspended, and Report No. II of the 
Committee on the State of the Church was taken up. 

Gideon Martin moved to amend by striking out 
ans. 2 to quest. 3, namely: “2. A report of the 
condition of his class shall be presented by the leader 
at each meeting of the Quarterly Conference.” 

William C. Peirce moved as a substitute, that “a 
report of the condition of his class shall be presented 
by each leader quarterly, in writing, to his pastor, who 
shall report the same to the Quarterly Conference.” 

‘On motion of John W. Weakley, the substitute was 
laid on the table by a count vote of 163 for and 68 
against. 

Pending the further discussion of the subject the 
tellers reported, and the Chair announced the result of 
the ballot as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 404; necessary to a 
choice, 208. 

Edward G. Andrews received 236 votes, and Gilbert 
Haven received 209 votes, and they were declared duly 
elected Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

The tellers then received the ballots of the dele- 
gates for one Bishop, and, together with the three 
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Secretaries and the three assistants, again retired to 
count the ballot. 

The consideration of the pending fopatt was then 
resumed, and John A. Klein moved to amend the 
aondinent by striking out the words “at each 
meeting of the Quarterly Conference,” and by insert- 
ing in lieu thereof the words “to the pastor in the 
Leaders and Stewards’ meeting.” 

Jacob Rothweiler moved, as a substitute, to refer 
the whole subject to the Committee on Revisals. 

On motion of N. L. Brakeman, the substitute was 
laid on the table. 

On motion of Daniel Curry, the amendment to the 
amendment was laid on the table by a count vote of 
200 for, number against not counted. 

It. was moved that the whole subject lie on the 
table, but the motion did not prevail. 

On motion, the original amendment was laid on the 
table. 

The previous question was then called for, but the 
call was not sustained. 

Pending the further consideration of the subject 
the tellers again reported, and the Bishop announced 
the result of the ballot as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 401; necessary to a 
choice, 201. Jesse T. Peck having received 205 votes, 
was declared duly elected a Bishop of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

The consideration of the pending subject was then 
resumed. 

Charles J. Albright moved thatthe time of the 
session be extended, but the motion did not prevail. 

William Lawrence moved that the whole subject be 
indefinitely postponed, but the motion was lost by a 
count vote of 138 for to 187 against. 

On motion of Thomas M. Eddy, the whole subject 
was laid on the table, and the special order of the 
day, namely, the reception of fraternal delegates from 
the General Conference of the Evangelical Association 
in America, was taken up. 

On motion of Thomas M. Eddy, the time of the 
session was extended. 


* Call 
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The address of the General Conference of the Evan- 
gelical Association in America was presented and 
read, and the Revs. R. Dubs and T. Bowman were 
severally introduced, and addressed the Conference. 
[For Addresses, see Appendix 34, 35, 36.] 

On motion, Conference adjourned. The Doxology 
was sung, and the benediction was pronounced by 
Cyrus Nutt, of Indiana Conference. 


THURSDAY MORNING, MAY 23, 


The Conference met at the usual hour, Bishop 
Ames in the chair. 

The religious services were conducted by Francis 
Hodgson, of Central Pennsylvania Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and 
approved. 

At the request of the Tennessee delegation, Thos. 
H. Coldwell was granted leave of absence. 

J. H. V. Smith, a lay delegate of the South-eastern 
Indiana Conference, was placed on the Committees 
which E. K. Hosford had hitherto served. 


EAST GENESEE. 


K. P. Jervis presented a memorial on Secret Socie- 
ties, signed by J. P. Bennett and twelve others, which 
was referred to the Committee on the State of the 
Church. Also, a memorial from Rochester, on change 
of Conference relation, signed by N. L. Button and 
nine others, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 


WYOMING. 


Reuben Nelson was granted leave of absence, and 
Henry Wheeler was admitted to his seat. 

W. H. Olin presented a memorial from the 
Methodist Episcopal Church at Great Bend concerning 
a certain indebtedness to the Book Concern, and it 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Con- 
cern. 
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DES MOINES. 


P. F. Bresee presented a memorial from W. Z. 
Robinson and thirty-one others concerning the Epis- 
copacy, and it was referred to the Committee on the 
Episcopacy. 

Joseph Knotts presented a petition for a new Hymn 
Book, signed by W. Z. Robinson and thirty-one 
others, and it was referred to the special Committee 
on that subject. 


MAINE. 


S. Allen presented a resolution concerning mak- 
ing laymen eligible to the office of Book Agent, 
and it was referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern. 


GEORGIA. 


J. C. Kimball, lay delegate from Georgia Confer. 
ence, was granted leave of absence, and Coke A. 
Ellington, a reserve lay delegate, was admitted to his 
seat and took his place on the Committees. 


CENTRAL NEW YORK. 


A. J. Phelps presented a remonstrance against 
change of boundaries, signed by E. G. Bush and 
twenty-one others, and one signed by C. Phillips and 
eleven others; both papers being referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 

B.S. Wright presented the following remonstrances 
against a change of Conference boundaries, to wit: 
one signed by W. F. Purington and seventy-nine 
others; one signed by E. H. Gillett and nineteen 
others; one signed by Harris Wilbur and forty 
others; one signed by Joseph Witherston and forty 
others; one signed by L. E. Elmer and thirty others; 
one signed by A.J. Grant and forty others; and they 
were referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

B. I. Ives presented a remonstrance on boundaries, 
signed by George W. Cody and thirty others, which 
was referred to the same Committee. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


R. 8. Stubbs presented a memorial on the Book 
Concern, which was referred to the Committee on the 
Book Concern, 

J. Pike presented g petition of G, Herrick and 
twenty-two others concerning a change of boundaries, 
which was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

C. M. Dinsmore presented a resolution against multi- 
plying our higher institutions of learning, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Education. 

A. M. Osbon returned certain papers concerning the 
Articles of Religion from the Committee on Itiner- 
ancy, and asked their reference to the Bishops, and 
they were so referred. 


NEW YORK. 


R. 8. Foster presented a report from the Drew 
Theological Seminary, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Education. [For Report, see Appendix 57.] 

William Goss presented a protest against change of 
boundaries, signed by William N. Nelson and others, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


NEW YORK EAST. 


Oliver Hoyt presented a memorial from the Quar- 
terly Conferences of Second Avenue, Twenty-seventh- 
street, Alanson, and Thirty- seventh: street Churches, 
New York, concerning boundary lines, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundurics. 


ERIE. 


R. H. Hurlburt presented a memorial from the 
Chenango Valley Preachers’ Association on the sub- 
ject of Temperance, and it was referred to the Com. 
mittee on Revisals. 


UPPER IOWA. 


The petition of Rev. E. A. Hill was returned from 
the Committee on Itinerancy, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Appeals. 
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NEBRASKA. 


William A. Burr presented the following resolu- 
tion, which was referred to the Committee on Re- 
visals : 


Resolved, That on page 56, sec. 3, clfap. i, Part II, of the Disci- 
pline, the word “superannuated” be inserted after the word “ trav- 
eling” in the third line, so as to read as follows: “Of all the 
traveling, superannuated, and local preachers,” ete. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Wm. Cooper presented the following resolutions, 
which were referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern : 


Resolved, 1. That our Youths’ Library shall be put into varied 
forms of binding, and that the method of selling them by numbers 
instead of titles shall be done away with; and that all of the books 
in said Catalogue that can be put upon the General List ‘shall 
be subject to the usual discount, as provided for in the General 
Catalogue. 

Resolved, 2. That we disapprove of putting such books as are 
intended for the masses or the ministry in expensive bindings, but 
that every thing that can be done to cheapen our literature without 
injury to ourselves should be faithfully attended to. 

Resolved, 3. That we do most earnestly request that those persons 
who have our tract interest in charge shall give us tracts which 
will prove acceptable to the people, such as pictorials, on good 
paper, clean type, aud lively matter; and that we will adopt such 
means as will give our tract literature more general distribution. 


ILLINOIS. 


W. M’K. WElfresh presented the following resolu- 
tion, which was referred to the Committee on the 
Book Concern: 

Resolved, That the Book Committee be respectfully requested to 


report to this General Conference the amount of salary allowed for 
the annual support of the families of our deceased Bishops. 


CENTRAL OHIO. 


A. Harmount presented the following preamble and 
resolutions, and they were referred to the Committee 
on the State of the Church: 


Whereas, The organie union of all the Methodist bodies in the 
United States is, in our judgment, greatly to be desired; and, 

Whereas, We are already ONE in doctrine, experience, practice, 
general usages, and principles; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That we will use our best endeavors to consummate 
the aforementioned union. 
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Resolved, 2. That the Bishops of our Church, together with one 
minister and one layman for each Bishop, be constituted a commis-, 
sion to treat with any and all Methodistic bodies which may be 
willing to treat with us on the subject of organic union. 

Resolved, 3, That this General Conference now appoint the min- 
isters and laymen to co-operate with the Bishops as the aforemen- 


. tioned. commission. 


Resolved, 4. That this commission be and is hereby clothed with 
full power to begin, contintle, and complete such union. 


A. Harmount also presented the following resolu- 
tions, which were referred to the Committee on 
Revisals : 


Resolved, 1. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to define 
the meaning of the word “ Trustees,” found in Part II, chap. i, sec. 3, 
page 59, third line from the top, and say whether this approval re- 
fers to Trustees elected by the Quarterly Conference, or those 
elected under the old form of deed, where all vacancies are filled by 
the Board of Trustees. 

Resolved, 2. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the necessity of so changing the Discipline on page 38, Part 
Il, chap. ii, sec. 1, and Part III, chap. i, sec. 5, pages 127 and 128, 
and also page 41, Part I, chap. ii, sec. 2, as to reconcile these dif- 
ferent parts: 

1. In receiving members. Attendance on class-meeting is not 
made a condition of membership in the Church. (Page 38, chap. ii, 
sec. 1. 

2. pages 127 and 128 it is made a condition of membership, 
and the person violating this condition is liable to be expelled from 
the Church. 

3. On page 41, Part I, chap. ii, sec. 2, more is required of children 
than of adults; attendance for six months on class-meeting being 
required of them as a condition of membership in the Church. 


S. L. Roberts presented the following preamble and 
resolutions, which were referred to the Committee on 
the Book Concern: 


Whereas, By the transfer of the support of our Bishops from the 
Book Concern to the people our publishing interests are not only 
relieved of a great financial burden, but afforded an increased facil- 
ity for improvement; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That the Book Agents be and they hereby are re- 
quested to elevate the New York Christian Advocate to a literary 
standard unsurpassed by any religious weekly in the country. 

Resolved, 2. That our Books Agents be and they hereby are re- 
quested to reduce the cost of our books and periodicals, so that it 
may not only be successfully said that Methodist publications are 
unsurpassed for literary merit, but that they are furnished to the 
masses as cheap or cheaper than any other religious publications in 
the world. 


DETROIT. 
E. O. Haven returned a paper from the Committee 


on Revisals, and it was referred to the Committee on 
the State of the Church. 
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NEW JERSEY. 


J. B. Dobbins presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


; Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of amending ans. 2 to quest. 1, page 90, of the 
Discipline, by adding, “ Provided, that no district shall consist ‘of 
less than forty-five appointments,” so that the answer shall read, 
“To form districts according to his judgment: Provided, that no 
district shall consist of less than forty-five appointments.” 


INDIANA. 


John Kiger presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to take 
into consideration the propriety of instructing the editor of the Dis- 
cipline to so change the plan of the Quarterly Conference questions 
that the questions of each Quarterly Conference shall be printed 
separately instead of the form in which it now stands. (See Dis- 
cipline, pages 59 and 60.) 


DETROIT. 


G. B. Jocelyn presented the action of the New York 
City Church Extension and Missionary Society in ref- 
erence to boundary lines in New York city, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

He also presented the following resolutions, and they 
were referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, 1. That paragraph 2, sec. 6, Part V, page 252 of the Dis- 
cipline be amended so as to allow the choosing of laymen as Agent 
and Assistant Agents by changing these words: ‘These shall be 
chosen from among the traveling preachers, and shall be members 
of such Conferences as they with the approbation of the Bishop 
may select,” so that it shall read: ‘‘And these, if chosen from 
among the traveling preachers, shall be members of such Confer- 
ences as they with the approbation of the Bishop may select.” 

Resolved, 2. That paragraph 6, sec. 6, Part V, page 254 of the 
Discipline be so amendedas to read: “There shall be an Agent 
and an Assistant Agent to conduct the Western Book Concern in 
Cincinnati, who shall manage the business in the Western coun- 
try so as to co-operate with the Agents at New York, and who, if 
they are traveling preachers, shall be members of such Conference 
as they with the approbation of the Bishop may select.” 

Resolved, 3. That in paragraph 7, sec. 6, Part V, page 257 of the 
Discipline, the words “traveling ministers” be changed to “ per- 
sons.” 

Resolved, 4. That paragraphs 10 and 11, sec. 6, Part V, page 260 
of the Discipline be so amended as to permit laymen to be mem- 
bers of the Publishing Committees of the Pittsburgh and Pacific 
Christian Advocates. 
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Benjamin Hypes, a lay reserve delegate of Southern 
Illinois Conference, was admitted to a seat in the 
Conference in the place of E. Callahan, and took his 
place on the Committees. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS. 


tF. M. Chaffee presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Boundaries: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Boundaries be instructed to so 
change the boundaries of the Illinois Conference as to place Nor- 
mal in the Central Illinois Conference. 


William H. Hunter presented the following resolu- 
tion, which was referred to the Committee on Re- 
visals : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of striking out the words in the bap- 
tismal ritual on page 150, Part IV, quest. 2, “Holy Catholic 
Church,” and insert in their places the words, “‘The Universal 
Church of Christ.” 


MINNESOTA. 


David Brooks presented a petition from N. Lathrop 
asking for changes in the Discipline, and it was _ re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals. 


NEW JERSEY. 


I. D. King presented the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the propriety of providing that a corps of Conference 
examiners be elected by each Annual Conference for the term of 
four years, who shall have charge of examinations upon the course 
of study prescribed by the Bishops ‘‘to be pursued by candidates 
for the ministry for the term of four years.” 


MINNESOTA. 


J. E. Stillwell presented the following preamble 
and resolution, and they were referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Itinerancy, namely: 


Whereas, Believing in the efficiency of woman as an agency of the 
Church in carrying on its work for the conversion of the world, 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to 
inquire into the question and report to this Couference some plan 
for securing the aid of said agency more generally in the work of 
the Church, and to determine their legal place in the ministry of the 
same. 
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The following resolution was read and referred to 
the Committee on Revisals, namely : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into and report on the expediency of so changing the Dis- 
-cipline, Part III, chap. 1, paragraph 7, page 131, in s:eference to 
taking depositions to be used in the trial of ministers or members 
of the Church so as to secure the following objects: 

1. That no deposition shall be allowed when the witness lives 
within the bounds of the pastoral charge or district where the pro- 
ceeding is had, unless said witness is sick or about to remove out 
of the bounds of said charge,or district. 

2. No deposition shall be allowed on the trial unless the pas- 
tor or Presiding Klder before whom the trial is pending is duly 
notified of the time and place of taking it. 


MISSOURI. 


N. Shumate presented a memorial from the citizens 
of St. Joseph, Missouri, asking the establishment of a 
branch Book Depository in that city, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 


CINCINNATI. 


I. Corwin presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


Resolved, That ans. 3 to quest. 1, chap. i, of Part II of the 
Discipline be and the same is hereby altered so that it shall read 
as follows: 

Ans. 3. At all times when the General Conference is met it shall 
take two-thirds of the whole number of ministerial and Jay dele- 
gates to form a quorum for transacting business. The ministerial 
and lay delegates shall sit and deliberate together as one body, but 
on any proposition to make, alter, or amend any rule or regula- 
tion of the Discipline they shall vote separately whenever such 
separate vote shall be demanded by one third of the members pres- 
ent of either order, in which case the concurrent vote of both. 
orders shall be necessary to complete an action. 


On motion of L. Hitchcock, the order of busi- 
ness was suspended to receive a report from the 
Committee on Revisals. 

E. O, Haven presented Report No. IV from the 
Committee on Revisals, which was read and laid on 
the table under the rule. 

The Chairman of the Committee on Appeals pre- 
sented Report No. V of said Committee as follows: 


W. G. Fowler, a member of the Missouri Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, having been tried by said Couference 
on charges of imprudence and falsehood, and having been expelled 
from the Methodist Episcopal Church by said Conference, he ap- 
pealed to the General Conference. 


315 


May 23. 
TWENTIETH 
Day. 
Depositions. 


Missovri. 


Book Deposito- 
ry in St. Jo- 
seph, Mo. 


CINCINNATI. 


Corwin on 
separate vote. 


Order of busi- 
ness sus- 
pended to 
receive Re- 
ports. 


Revisals: Re- 
port No. Ly, 


Appeals: Re- 
port No. V. 


Appeal of W. 
G. Fowler. 


316 


May 23. 


TWENTIETH 
Day. 


OxI0, 


Critchfield on 
reducing the 
number of 
General Con- 
ference Dele- 
gates, 


Place of hold- 
ing the next 
General Con- 
ference, 


Saint Louis, 
Missouri, 
chosen. 


Ordination of 
Bishops. 


Invitation from 
the Simpson 
Church. 


Curry’s 
Amendment. 


Laid on the ta- 
ble. 


Weakley’s 
Amendment 
laid on the 
table. 


Amendment to 
bold the serv- 
ices on Sab- 
bath laid on 
the table. 


Journal of the General Conference. [1872, 


The Committee on Appeals have inquired into this case, and 
have voted that the decision of the Missouri Conference in the 
case of W. G. Fowler be affirmed. L. Scort, President. 

KE. A. Mannine, Secretary. 


OHIO. 


L. Critchfield presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to pre- 
pare and report a plan to diminish the number of delegates to the 
General Conference, to equalize the number of ministerial and lay 
delegates, and to abolish the right to vote by separate orders. 


On motion, the special order of the day, namely, 
the fixing the seat of the next General Conference, was 
taken up, and Baltimore, Philadelphia, Cincinnati, 
Columbus, and St. Louis were severally put in nom- 
ination, and St. Louis, having received a majority of 
votes, was selected, 

The Committee on Episcopacy made the following 
report: 

The Committee appointed to arrange for the time and place of 
ordination of the Bishops elected have to report that the ordination 


take place in the Conference room Saturday morning, May 25, at 
half past ten o’clock. 


Pending the consideration of the report, an invita- 
tion from the Board of Trustees of Simpson Methodist 
Episcopal Church was presented and read, inviting 
the General Conference to hold the ordination services 
in said Church. 

Daniel Curry moved to amend the report by striking 
out the words “in the Conference room,” and by in- 
serting “Simpson Methodist Episcopal Church.” 

A. J. Endsley moved to lay the amendment on the 
table, and the motion prevailed by a count vote of 200 
for, votes against not counted. 

J. W. Weakley moved to fix the hour at half past 
two o’clock P. M. instead of half past ten A. M. 

On motion, this amendment was laid on the table. 

It was moved as an amendment that the services 
take place at half past two o’clock P. M. on Sunday 
next, but this motion was laid on the table by a count 
vote of 171 to 132, 
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J. S. Smart moved the previous question, but the 
call was not sustained. 

B. I. Ives moved to amend the report by substituting 
Friday instead of Saturday, which motion prevailed by 
a count vote of 154 for to 149 against. 

The report as amended was then adopted. 

J. M. Walden moved that the thanks of this Gen- 
eral Conference be tendered to the Trustees of Simp- 
son Methodist Episcopal Church for their courteous 
offer of the use of their Church for the ordination serv- 
ices, and the motion prevailed. 

On motion of D. Curry, Report No. II of the ‘Conk 
mittee on the State of the Church was taken up and 
read. 

F. Hodgson moved to amend by striking out the 
word “sub ” as prefixed to the word “ pastor.” 

Pending which motion, J. W. Weakley moved to 
lay the whole subject on the table until the Committee 
on Revisals should present their report on the subject, 
and the motion prevailed. 

On motion of W. C. De Pauw, Report No. II of the 
Committee on Church Extension was taken up and 
read. 

Pending the consideration of the report, R. S. Fos- 
ter rose to a question of privilege, and was at his own 
request excused from the chairmanship of the Com- 
mittee on Fraternal Correspondence. 

T. Tasker moved to amend the first section of the 
report by inserting after the word “Conference ” the 
words, “two thirds of whom shall live in Philadelphia 
or its vicinity.” 

On motion of Amos Shinkle, this amendment was 
laid on the table. 

At this stage of the proceedings, W. L. Harris, Sec- 
retary of the General Conference, tendered his resig- 
nation, which was accepted, and, on his nomination, 
George W. Woodruff was elected Secretary by ac- 
clamation. 

Robert Allyn, Secretary of the Committee on Itin- 
erancy, announced that J. T. Peck had resigned the 
chairmanship of said Committee, and that A. M. 
Osbon had been duly elected to fill the vacancy. 


317 


May 23. 


TWENTIETH 
Day. 


Call for Pre- 
vious Ques- 
tion not 
sustained. 


Friday substi- 
tuted for 
Saturday. 


Report adopted. 


Thanks to the 
Trustees of 
the Simpson 
Church. 


State of the 
Church: Re- 
port No. I. 


Hodgson’s 
Amendment. 


Laid on the ta- 
ble. 


Church Exten- 
sion: Report 
No. II. 


R. 8. Foster 
excused from 
the Chair- 


manship of 
the Commit- 
tee on Fra- 
ternal Corre- 
spondence. 


Tasker’s 
Amendment. 


Laid on the ta- 
ble. 


William 
Harris re- 
signs the 
Secretaryship 
of the Gen- 
eral Confer- 
ence and Geo. 

Wood- 
ruff elected 
his successor. 


Jesse T. Peck 
resigns the 
Chairman- 
ship of the 
Committee 
on Itiner- 
ancy and A. 
M. Osbon 
elected in 
his stead. 


L. 


318 


May 23. 
TWENTIETH 
Day. 

§. Baldwin has 
leave of ab- 
sence, and J. 
W. Randolph 
admitted. 


J. B. Middleton 
has leave of 
absence, and 
E. W. Jack- 
son admitted. 


A. WHarmount 
placed on the 
Committee 
on Kpisco- 
pacy. 

P. Kuhl has 
leave of ab- 
sence. 


J. E. Latimer 
has leave of 
absence. 


May 24. 


TWENTY-FIRST 
Day. 


A. C. Gregg ad- 
mitted in 
lace of Jesse 

. Peck. 


Resolutions re- 
lating to the 
retiring Sec- 
retary. 


Journal of the General Conference. [1872. 


S. Baldwin, lay delegate of Baltimore Conference, 
had leave of absence, and J. W. Randolph, reserve 
delegate, was admitted to his seat. 

J. B. Middleton, of South Carolina, was granted 
leave of absence for the remainder of the session, and 
E. W. Jackson was admitted to his seat and took his 
place on the Committees, except as to Boundaries, in 
which A. Webster took his place. 

A. Harmount was placed on the Committee on Epis- 
copacy in place of W. L. Harris. ; 

P. Kuhl, of the South-west German Conference, was 
granted leave of absence for the remainder of the 
session on account of affliction in his family, and John 
Schlagenhauf was placed on the Committee on Bound- 
aries in his stead. 

J. E. Latimer, of East Genesee Conference, was - 
granted leave of absence for a few days. 

Conference adjourned. The doxology was sung 
after which the benediction was pronounced by J. F. 
Wright, of Cincinnati Conference. 


FRIDAY MORNING, MAY 24, 


Conference met at the usual hour, Bishop Simpson 
in the chair. 

The religious services: were conducted by William 
H. Hunter, of Central Illinois Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and 
approved. 

A. C. Gregg, reserve delegate from Central New 
York Conference, was admitted to a seat in the place 


of Jesse T. Peck, who had been elected a Bishop. 


T. M. Eddy presented the following preamble and 
resolutions, which were unanimously adopted by a 
rising vote: 


Whereas, The Rev. William L. Harris, D.D., LL.D., Secretary of 
the General Conference since 1856, has resigned said office to enter 
pe the duties of a Bishop in the Methodist Episcopal Church ; 
an 

Whereas, He has performed the laborious, complicated, and 
sometimes delicate duties of his position in a manner highly satis- 
factory to this body; and, 

Whereas, He has thoroughly systematized the details of our 
varied proceedings, has collated and edited our Journal with rare 
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ability, and by his readiness and tenacious memory has often saved 
much valuable time in our deliberations; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That the General Conference highly appreciates the 
services of Dr. Harris, and hereby tenders to him its hearty thanks; 
and that we, the members of the body, trust that he may be as 
ede in the Bishop’s chair as he has been at the Secretary’s 
able. 

_Resolved, 2. That a copy of this action, signed by the five present 
Bishops and the Secretaries, be furnished to Dr. Harris. 


I. S. Bingham moved to take up the report of the 
Committee on Boundaries, so far as it relates to the 
Black River Conference, and make it the order of the 
day for Saturday morning at ten o’clock. The motion 
prevailed. ; 

It was announced that Alexander Martin had been 
elected Chairman of the Committee on Education in 
place of Thomas Bowman. 

At the request of the New York delegation, Lucius 
H. King was admitted to the seat made vacant by the 
election of R. 8. Foster to the episcopacy. 

J. B. Wakeley was granted leave of absence for to- 
morrow, and requested that Z. N. Lewis, a reserve 
delegate, should be admitted to a seat in his absence. 
This request was not granted. 

Stacey W. Hilliard, of the Newark Conference, was 
admitted to the seat made vacant by the election of 
I. W. Wiley to the episcopacy. 

James Lynch, the delegate from the. Mississippi 
Conference, having arrived, was assigned the seat 
heretofore occupied by Moses Adams, a reserve dele- 
gate, and was placed on the Committees on Missions, 
Itinerancy, and Appeals. 

L. C. Matlack, having returned to the Conference, 
resumed his seat, which had been temporarily occupied 
by William M. Daily. 

M. H. Mendenhall, of North Indiana Conference, 
was admitted to the seat made vacant by the election 
of Thomas Bowman to the episcopacy, and was placed 
on the Committee on Education. 

J. B. Merwin, of New York East Conference, was 


admitted to the seat made vacant by the election of . 


Edward G. Andrews to the episcopacy, and was as- 
signed to his place on the Committees. 
William Butler, of New England Conference, was 
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admitted to the seat made vacant by the election of 
Gilbert Haven to the episcopacy, and was assigned to 
his place on the Committees. 

It was announced that William H. Goode had been 
elected Chairman of the Committee on Missions in 
place of Gilbert Haven. 

Joseph Wykes, of Central Ohio Conference, was 
admitted to the seat’ made vacant by the election of 
William L. Harris to the episcopacy, and was assigned 
to his place on the Committee on Missions. 

The following reports from Committees were re- 
ceived, and, by order by the Conference, were laid on 
the table for printing, to wit : 

Report from the Special Committee on General 
Conference Districts; Report No. II of the Committee 
on the Book Concern; Report of the Trustees of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church; Report of the Commit- 
tee on Revisals, No. III; Report of the Committee on 
Appeals, No. VI; Reports of the Committee on Sun- 
day-Schools and Tracts, Nos. Il and IV ; Reports Nos. 
IIIf and IV of the Committee on the State of the 
Church ; Report of the Committee on the American 
Bible Society ; Report of the Committee on Insurance 
of Church Property; Report of the Goninit tee on 
Fraternal Relations. 

The Report No. VI of the Committee on Episco- 
pacy was then presented, and a motion was made for 
its adoption. 

Gideon Martin moved that Omaha be stricken from 
the report. The motion was laid on the table. 

S. H. Nesbit moved to recommit the report, with 
instructions to substitute Pittsburgh for Omaha or 
Council Bluffs. The motion was laid on the table. 

John Evans moved to strike out Omaha and insert 
Denver. This motion was laid on the table—ayes 215, 
noes not counted. 

William M’K. Hester 
Paul and insert: Louisville. 
prevail. 

Charles Albright called for the previous question, 
and the call was sustained ; thereupon the report of the 
Committee was adopted as follows: 


moved to strike out Saint 
The motion did not 
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_ The Committee on Kpiscopacy respectfully report that in their 
judgment one of the newly-elected Bishops should reside at or near 
each of the following places: 


San Francisco, Chicago, 

Saint Louis, Cincinnati, 

Boston, Council Bluffs or Omaha, 
Atlanta, St. Paul, 


and that they should select their residences from the places named 
according to their seniority in official position. 


L. C. Queal moved to reconsider the adoption of the 
report, and, on motion of B. R. Bonner, the motion 
to reconsider was laid on the table. 

Pending this last motion, the Chair decided a point 
of order to the effect that the motion to lay on the 
table was properly before the Conference. J. W. 
Weakley appealed from this decision, on the ground 
that the motion to lay on the table was not before 
the Conference, because the previous motion to re- 
consider had not been stated by the chair, and the 
decision of the Chair was sustained by a count vote 
of 198 to 96. 

The Report No. IV of the Committee on the Book 
Concern, in relation to the election of Secretaries for 
the Missionary Society and Church Extension Society, 
was presented. 

J. 8. Smart moved, as a substitute, that Tuesday 
next be the time fixed for the election. The motion 
was laid on the table. 

J. J. Wright offered the following resolutions as a 
substitute for the report: 


Resolved, 1. That Monday, the 27th inst., at ten o'clock, be fixed 
upon as the time for the election of the Editors of our Church 


periodicals. 

Resolved, 2. That Tuesday, the 28th inst., be fixed upon as the 
time for the election of the Secretaries of the Church Extension 
Society, and any other elective officers not previously elected. And 
that the hour fixed be ten o’clock A. M. 


Pending the consideration of which, on motion, the 
order of the day was taken up, namely, the consecra- 
tion of the Bishops elect. 

At this moment the Bishops elect, accompanied by 
their presenters, entered the Conference room, and 
Bishop Ames began the service of consecration by 


reading the Collect. a 
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The Epistle was read by William H. Hunter, of 


Twenry-Frest Central Illinois Conference, and the Gospel by Thomas 


J. Thompson, of Wilaieten Conference. 

William H. Goode ana John A. Gere presented 
Thomas Bowman, D.D. 

John P. Durbin and Alexander Harmount pre- 
sented William Logan Harris, D.D., LL.D. 

John. Miley and John W. Lindsay presented Ran- 
dolph Sinks Foster, D.D., LL.D. 

Jonathan T. Crane and Erastus Wentworth pre- 
sented Isaac William Wiley, D.D. 

Joseph M. Trimble and Luke Hitchcock presented 
Stephen Mason Merrill, D.D. 

Henry Bannister and Albert 5. Hunt presented 
Edward Gayer Andrews, D.D. 

Erastus O. Haven and Frederick Upham presented 
Gilbert Haven. 

George Peck and Dallas D. Lore presented J esse 
Teneedoll Peck, D.D. 

The charge was read, and the examination con- 
ducted by Bishop Janes, who also led in the Veni 
Creator Spiritus. 

The prayer was then offered by Bishop Ames. 

The imposition of hands and presentation of the 
Bible were conducted by Bishop Janes in the case of 
Thomas Bowman and William L. Harris; by Bishop 
Scott as to R. S. Foster and I. W. Wiley ; by Bishop 
Simpson as to S. M. Merrill and E. G. Andrews; and 
by Bishop Ames as to Gilbert Haven and These fhe 
Peck; they being assisted in each case by Bishop 
Morris and the other Bishops and Elders present. 

Bishop Janes made the concluding prayer, and, 
after the singing of the doxology, the benediction was 
pronounced by Bishop Morris. And thus 

Rev. Thomas Bowman, D.D., Rev. William Logan 
Harris, D.D., LL.D., Rey. Randolph Sinks Foster, 
D.D., LL.D., Rev. Isaac William Wiley, D.D., Rev. 
Stephen Mason Merrill, D.D., Rev. Edward Gayer 
Andrews, D.D., Rey. Gilbert Haven, and Rev. Jesse 
Truesdell Peck, D.D., were severally consecrated and 
set apart to the office and work of Bishops or Super- 
intendents of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
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W. WK. Hester moved that the Conference do 
now adjourn, but the motion did not prevail. 

On motion of G. W. Clarke, the consideration of 
Report No. IV of the Committee on the Book Concern 
was resumed, and the substitute offered by J. J. 
Wright was laid on the table. 

The previous question was then ordered, and the 
report of the Committee was adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on the Book Concern, which was instructed to re- 
port to the General Conference the time and order of the Election 
of General Conference officers other than Bishops, begs leave to 
report : : 

At our session on Thursday, May 23, we received a communica- 
tion from the Standing Committee on Missions, asking that the order 
of elections, to be fixed by us, be so constructed that the Secretaries 
of the Missionary Society may be elected first in order of time. 
After deliberation, this Committee hereby recommend that the re- 
quest be granted by the General Conference, and that said election 
of Secretaries of the Missionary Society be the special order for 
Saturday, May 25, at eleven o’clock A.M., and the election of the 
Corresponding Secretary of the Church Extension Society be had at 
the same time. 


On motion of J. M. Walden, it was ordered that the 
election of the Secretary for the Freedmen’s Aid Soci- 
ety take place at the same time. 

The Court of Appeals presented the following: 

A. J. Kirkpatrick, a member of the Iowa Annual Conference, 
having been located by said Conference on charges of falsehood and 
unchristian conduct, from which decision he appealed to the General 
Conference, the Committee on Appeals have inquired into this case, 
and have ordered that the decision of the Conference be reversed. 

L. Scorr, President, 


HK. A. Manning, Secretary. 
Brookiyn, Yay 23, 1872. 


J.B. Wakeley asked the Conference to reconsider 
their action in not admitting Z. N. Lewis to fill the 
vacancy occasioned by his absence to-morrow. T. M. 
Eddy moved to reconsider, and the motion prevailed, 
and Z. N. Lewis was admitted to a seat in the Confer- 
ence during the absence of J. B. Wakeley. 

The Committee on Education reported a resolution 
concerning a Day of Prayer for Colleges. The paper 
was laid on the table to be printed. 

The Conference then adjourned with the doxology, 
the benediction being pronounced by Father Boehm. 
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SATURDAY MORNING, MAY 25, 


The Conference met this morning, Bishop Ames in 
the chair. 

The religious services were conducted by Stephen 
Allen, of the Maine Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and 
approved. 

William Lawrence, of Central Ohio Conference, was 
granted leave of absence, and John W. Hiett, a reserve 
lay delegate, was admitted to his seat and placed on 
the Committees. 

On motion of L. D. White, the order of the day 
was taken up, to wit, the report of the Committee on 
Boundaries, so far as it relates to the Black River Con- 
ference. 

G. B. Jocelyn moved to lay the pending motion on 
the table; that is to say, a motion to adopt the mi- 
nority report, which was made when the subject 
was before the Conference several days ago. The mo- 
tion to lay on the table did not prevail—yeas, 67; 
nays, 114. 

A. 8. Hunt, from the Committee on Fraternal Rela- 
tions, asked, as a question of privilege, that the Con- 
ference fix Monday, at half-past eleven o’clock, to 
receive delegates from the American Baptist Home 
Missionary Society. The request was granted. 

The consideration of the minority report on Bound- 
aries was resumed, and, on motion, IL S. Bingham 
and B. I. Ives were each granted five minutes addi- 
tional time to speak to the Conference on the subject. 

William H. Olin moved to recommit the subject to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 

The motion was laid on the table. 

Joseph Knotts offered an amendment that the 
Black River and Central New York Conferences be 
united. ~ 

On motion of J. T. Simmons, the amendment was 
laid on the table. 

The motion to adopt the minority report was then 
lost by a vote of 155 yeas against 162 nays. 
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J. R. Bryan moved that the report of the Committee, 
so far as it relates to the boundaries of the Black River 
Conference, be adopted. 

W. G. Queal moved that Oswego County be placed 
in the Black River Conference. The motion was laid 
on the table. 

J. W. Lindsay moved that the report be recom- 
mitted. This motion was laid on the table—216 yeas; 
nays not counted. 

A. J. Kynett moved to refer the whole subject to a 
special Committee of fifteen, but the motion was laid 
on the table by a vote of 184 to 121. 

On the call of C. A. Holmes, the previous question 
was ordered. 

L. C. Queal called for the yeas and nays, but the 
call was not sustained, and the report of the Commit- 
tee was then adopted as follows, to wit: 

The Black River Conference shall include, together with Rose 
Circuit, that part of the State of New York west of Troy Confer- 
ence not embraced in the Hast Genesee Conference, as far south as 


the Hrie Canal, and all the societies on the immediate banks of the 
canal, except Utica, Canastota, Montezuma, and Port Byron. 


G. W. Wells moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the report was adopted, and J. S. M’Calmont moved to 
postpone for the present the motion to reconsider, and 
the motion to postpone prevailed. 

F. G. Hibbard offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That for the settlement and better arrangement of Con- 
ference boundaries, this General Conference do hereby authorize a 
Commission for the Genesee, East Genesee, Central New York, 
Black River, Wyoming, and Troy Conferences, to consist of seven 
members from each Conference, to be elected by the said Confer- 
ences severally, who shall, after mature counsel with their respect- 
ive Conferences in regular Conference session, meet and arrange 
the boundaries of these several Conferences; and their decision in 
the case shall be final: Provided, that this plan shall receive the 
approval of the above Conferences, or a majority of them, in order 
to make it valid. 


At this point the order of the day was taken up, to 
wit, the election of three Missionary Secretaries. Be- 
fore the ballot was taken, the Committee on Missions, 
as a question of privilege, presented Report No. VI, 
which was read, and, on motion of J. M. Trimble, the 
rule requiring one day to intervene before any prop- 
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osition for a change in the Discipline can be voted 
upon was suspended, and the report was then adopted 
as follows, to wit: 


MISSIONS—REPORT NO. VI. 


The Committee on Missions recommend that the Fourth Article 
of the Constitution of the Missionary Society be so changed that it 
shall read as follows: 

Art. 1V.— Corresponding Secretaries. 


There shall be three Corresponding Secretaries appointed by the 
General Conference. They shall be subject to the direction and 
control of the Board of Managers, by whom their salaries shall be 
fixed and paid. They shall be exclusively employed in conducting 
the correspondence of the Society, in furnishing the Church with 
missionary intelligence, and, under the direction of the Board, in 
supervising the missionary work of the Church, and, by correspond- 
ence, traveling, and otherwise, in promoting the general interests 
of the Society. 

Should the office of either of the Secretaries become vacant by 
death, resignation, or otherwise, the Board shall have power to 
provide for the duties of the office until the Bishops, or a majority 
of them, shall fill the vacancy. 


It was announced that W. H. Goode had declined 
the chairmanship of the Committee on Missions, and 
that C. D. Foss had been elected to fill the vacancy. 

William Claflin, lay delegate from the New England 
Conference, was granted leave of absence, and J. P. 
Magee, a reserve lay delegate, was admitted to his 
seat and to his place on the Committees. 

W. M’K. Hester was appointed a teller in the place 
of J. J. Hight, absent. 

The tellers then received the ballots of the Confer- 
ence for three Corresponding Secretaries of the Mis- 
sionary Society, and, together with three Secretaries 
and three delegates appointed to assist the Segal 
retired to count the vote. 

Otis Gibson was excused by the Conference from 
acting as teller. 

At the request of J. M. Walden, leave to retire was 
granted to the Committee on the Celebration of the 
Centennial of American Independence. 

On motion of 8. A. W. Jewett, the order of business 
was suspended, and he presented a petition concerning 
Secret Societies, signed by Rev. T. Lanson and sixteen 
others, which was referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Church, 
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On motion of J. S. M’Murray, leave of absence was 
granted to Charles W. Ashcom, and William W. Pax- 
ton, a reserve lay delegate, was admitted to his seat, 
and was assigned to his place on the Committees. 

On motion of T. B. Lemon, leave of absence was 
granted to E. H. Rogers. 

J. C. W. Coxe asked leave of absence for Robert J. 
Saxe, a lay delegate from the Vermont Conference, 
which was granted. 

Rey. Joseph Wild, the fraternal delegate from the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Canada, then addressed 
the Conference in some farewell remarks. — 

F. G. Hibbard called up his resolution concerning 
Conference boundaries in Western New York, and 
Daniel Curry moved, as a substitute, that a Com- 
mission of one delegate from each of the Conferences 
named in the resolution offered by F. G. Hibbard 
(except the Troy Conference) be appointed to con- 
sider the subject of Conference boundaries in Central 
New York. The substitute was adopted. 

A. L. Brice moved that this Commission be nomi- 
nated by the several delegations named in the reso- 
lution, and that the nomination be announced at 
the session on Monday morning, and the motion 
prevailed. 

David H. Ela moved to suspend the order of busi- 
ness, to take up Report No. III of the Committee on 
the Book Concern. 

On motion of E. O. Haven, the time of the session 
was extended. 

E. H. Waring moved that the motion to suspend 
the order of business be laid on the table, and the mo- 
tion prevailed. 

The Report No. IL of the Committee on Church 
Extension was taken up. 

Pending the consideration of the report, the tellers 
reported, and the Bishop announced the result of the 
ballot, as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 387; necessary to a 
choice, 194. 

No person having received the requisite majority, 
there was no election. 
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On motion, the Conference adjourned by a count 
vote of 142 for to 139 against. The doxology having 
been sung, the benediction was pronounced by A. C. 
George, of Saint Louis Conference. 


MONDAY MORNING, MAY 27, 


The Conference met this morning at the usual hour, 
Bishop Bowman in the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by 
Charles B. Dunn, of East Maine Conference. 

The Journal of Saturday’s proceedings was read 
and approved. 

B. N..Spahr was admitted to the seat made vacant 
by the election of S. M. Merrill to the episcopacy, and 
assigned to his place on the Committees. 

On motion of K. P. Jervis, the order of business 
was suspended. 

K. P. Jervis then presented a minority report from 
the Committee on Church Insurance, and asked that it 
be read ; on motion, the reading was omitted, and the 
report was laid on the table to be printed. 


NEBRASKA. 


T. B. Lemon presented a memorial from Brownville, 
concerning the weekly issue of the Sunday-School 
Advocate, signed by W. B. Slaughter and twenty- 
four others, and it was referred to Committee on Sun- 
day-Schools and Tracts. 


CENTRAL OHIO. 


A. Harmount presented a petition in relation to 
election of Presiding Elders, signed by Joseph Jack- 
son and eighteen others, and it was referred to Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy. 

The Committee on Itinerancy presented Reports 
Nos. {J and III, which were read and laid on the table 
to be printed. 

The Committee on Boundaries presented Report 
No, III, which was laid on the table to be printed. 
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The Committee on Missions presented Reports Nos. 
VII and VII, which were read and laid on the table 
to be printed. 

The Committee on Education presented Report 
No. VI, and Alexander Martin moved its adoption ; 
but, on motion of J. M. Trimble, it was laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

The Committee on Revisals presented Reports Nos. 
V and VI; they were laid on the table to be printed. 

A minority report from the Committee on Revisals 
was also presented, and laid on the table to be printed. 

Wm. M’ Allister, Chairman of the Committee on 
Sunday-Schools and Tracts, moved to take up Reports 
Nos. II and III from that Committee ; the motion pre- 
vailed, Report No. II was read and adopted, as fol- 
lows : 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS AND TRACTS—REPORT NO, III. 


The Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts would respectfully 
report, that there is a general desire on the part of those engaged 
in the Sunday-school work in our Church for the publication of 
the Sunday-School Advocate as a weekly. 

There is expressed also a desire that the price of the Sunday- 
School Advocate shall be reduced. 

The Committee are of the opinion that, with proper effort and 
care, both of these results can be accomplished without loss to the 
Book Concern. They are impressed with the conviction that in 
view of the magnitude of the interest involved, and of the sharp 
and active competition in the department of Sunday-school papers, 
it is not expedient to expect a profit upon the publication of the 
Sunday-School Advocate. 

The Committee therefore recommend the adoption of the follow- 
resolutions; 

Resolved, That the Editor of the Sunday-School Advocate be in- 
structed to edit, and the Agents of the Book Concern to publish, on 
and after the first of October, 1872, a weekly edition of the Sunday- 
School Advocate, each number to be complete in itself, so that 
schools preferring to receive the same semi-monthly can be sup- 
plied as heretofore. 

Resolved, That the Book Agents be directed to place the price of 
the Sunday-School Advocate at a sum which will barely cover the 
cost of publication of the same on good paper, and in a style not 
less attractive than at present. 


Report No. II was read and laid on the table. 
Report No. VII from the Committee on Appeals 
was read, and is as follows: 
APPEALS—REPORT NO. VII. 


Jonathan Vannote, a member of the New Jersey Annual Confer- 
ence, was tried by said Conference on charges of falsehood and dis- 
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honesty, and was expelled by said Conference from the Methodist 
Episcopal Chureh, from which decision he took an appeal. 
The Committee on Appeals have inquired into this case, and have 
reversed the decision of the New Jersey Conference in this case. 
L. Scorr, President, 
BH. A. Manyine, Secretary. 
Brooxuyn, May 25. 1872. 


W. M’K. Hester moved to proceed to the order of 
the day, to wit, the election of three Corresponding 
Secretaries for the Missionary Society, and the motion 
prevailed. 

A motion to admit James Curns to the seat occu- 
pied by Francis Hodgson, who was absent for the 
day, did not prevail. 

J. 'T. Crane, from the Committee on Fraternal 
Correspondence, presented the reply to the Canada 
Wesleyan Conference, and also the repiy to the 
address of the M. E. Church in Canada, which were 
laid upon the table. 

J. W. Weakley moved an alteration - the plan of 
taking the ballot for the election of General Confer- 
ence officers, but the motion was laid on the table. 

Dayid M’ Williams was appointed teller in place of 
Henderson Ritchie, who was absent. 

The tellers received the ballots, and, with the three 
assistant secretaries, retired to sen the votes. 

W. L. Muir ofercd the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the restrictions be removed from Bishop Roberts, 
and that he be made a full bishop. 


On motion of G. W. Woodruff, the resolution was 
referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

Reuben Nelson offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 

Resolved, That for the saving of time in all further balloting for 
General Conference Officers, the call of the roll be dispensed with, 
and that during the balloting every member voting shall be in his 


place, and that no persons, except members of the General Confer- 
ence, shall sit within the bar. 


J. M. Walden moved that. the Chair appoint addi- 
tional tellers and assistants to aid the secretaries in 
counting the ballots. . 

A motion to lay the proposition on the table failed, 
and the motion of J. M. Walden prevailed. 
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The Chair appointed J. S. Smart, J. S. M’Murray, 
EK. H Waring, and Charles Albright as the additional 
tellers. ' 

J. M. Walden moved that the Conference proceed 
to ballot for a Corresponding Secretary of the Church 
Extension Society, and that four of the original corps 
of tellers be recalled to assist new tellers in receiving 
and counting the votes, and the motion prevailed. 

J. M. Walden moved that so much of the rules 
governing elections as requires delegates to vote from 
their several seats be suspended so far as it relates to 
tellers and secretaries now absent from the Confer- 
ence room counting ballots, and that their ballots be 
received by the tellers in the Committee rooms. 

A motion to lay the proposition on the table did 
not prevail, and the original motion was adopted. 

Bishop Harris presented the address of the mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church within the 
Fookien province, China, to this General Confer- 
ence, which was read, and, on motion of G. W. 
Woodruff, referred to the Committee on Missions, 
with instructions to draft and report a reply thereto. 
[See Appendix 38.] 

The tellers then received the ballots of the Confer- 
ence for a Corresponding Secretary of the Church Ex- 
tension Society, and the tellers and secretaries retired 
to count the vote. 

Onsmotion, leave was granted the tellers to receive 
and count the ballots of the members of a special 
committee now absent from the Conference room on 
duty. 

Bishop Simpson rose to a question of privilege, and 
asked instruction as to the number of members that 
should constitute the several Boards of Directors or 
Managers of the various Benevolent Societies of the 
Church, which the Bishops had been instructed to 
nominate. 

S. W. Hilliard moved that the number of managers in 
each Society be the same that it has been heretofore, 

A. J. Kynett moved, as a substitute, that each of 
these Boards shall consist of thirty-two ministers 
and thirty-two laymen, and that the Bishops be not 


~ 
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included in this number; and the substitute was 
adopted. 

M. D’C. Crawford moved that the Bishops be ex 
officto members of these several Boards. 

Daniel Curry moved to amend, by inserting the word 
“honorary ” after the word “ ex-officio,” which amend 
ment was, on motion of 8. Barnes, laid on the table. 

It was then moved as an amendment, that the word 
“honorary ” be substituted for the word “ ex-officio ;” 
but this amendment was laid on the table. 

D. Stevenson moved as a substitute, that each Board 
shall have one Bishop, and but one, as a member of it. 
This motion was laid on the table, and the original 
motion, as offered by M. D’C. Crawford, was adopted. 

The tellers returned and reported, and the Chair 
announced the result of the ballot for Missionary Sec- 
retaries as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 375. 
choice, 188. 

And R. L. Dashiell had received 236 votes, T. M. 
Eddy had received 204, and John M. Reid had received 
200 votes, and they were declared duly elected Corre- 
sponding Secretaries of the Missionary Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 

It was moved that the Conference now proceed to 
the election of a Corresponding Secretary of the 
Freedmen’s Aid Society. 

A. M. Osbon moved, as an amendment, that we do 
now elect two Corresponding Secretaries of said Society 
instead of one; but the motion was laid on the table. 

John E,. Stillman moved, as an amendment, that the 
Secretary to be elected shall be a colored man; but 
the motion was laid on the table. 

R. Nelson moved that the whole subject be post- 
poned for the present. 

William Cooper called for the previous question, and 
the call was sustained. 

Whereupon the motion to postpone and the amend- 
ment were lost, and the original motion, viz., that the 
Conference do now proceed to the election of a Cor- 
responding Secretary of the Freedmen’s Aid Society, 
was adopted. 


Necessary to a 
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Pending this election the tellers reported, and the 
Chair announced the result of the ballot for a Corre- 
sponding Secretary of the Church Extension Society, as 
follows : 

Whole number of votes cast, 864.5 necessary to a 
choice, 183. 

And that A. J. Kynett, having boca 246 votes, 
was declared duly elected. 

The tellers then received the ballots of the Confer- 
ence for a Corresponding Secretary of the Freedmen’s 
Aid Society, and, together with the Secretaries, retired 
to count the vote. 

On motion of A. 8. Hunt, the special order of the 
day, namely, the reception of Fraternal Delegates from 
the American Baptist Home Missionary Society, was 
taken up, and the Rev. Drs. Gillette and Dunn were 
severally introduced and addressed the Conference. 
[See Appendix 37. ] . 

On motion of W. C. De Pauw, Report No. II of 
Committee on Church Extension was taken up. 

J. M. Buckley moved to amend section one by in- 
serting the number “thirteen” in place of the number 
“seven” as constituting a quorum of the Board of 
Managers. 

It was moved to amend the amendment by striking 
out “thirteen” and inserting “nine;” but this motion 
was laid on the table. 

Solomon Hubbard moved to amend the amendment 
by striking out ‘thirteen ” and inserting ‘ eleven.” 

A motion to lay both the amendments on the table 
was lost. 

On motion of §. A. W. Jewett, the amendment to 
the amendment was then laid upon the table. 

N. L. Brakeman called for the previous question, 
and the call was sustained; whereupon J. M. Buck- 
ley’s original amendment was adopted, to wit: that 
“thirteen ” instead of “seven” of the Board of Mana- 
gers shall constitute a quorum. 

A. J. Kynett moved to amend section one, so as to 
make the Board of Managers consist of sixty-four 
members instead of forty-two, as provided for in the 
report, and the amendment was accepted. 
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J. M. Buckley moved to amend the sixth section by 
striking out the words, “where his name is called.” 

K. P. Jervis moved that this amendment lie on the 
table, but the motion did not prevail. 

J. J. Hight moved that the time of the session be 
extended, but the motion did not prevail. 

By special permission, L. C. Queal moved that one 
member each from the Black River, Central New 
York, East Genesee, Genesee and Wyoming Confer- 
ences be added to the Commission appointed to con- 
sider the boundaries of the Conferences in Central New 
York, and that one of the Bishops be requested to pre- 
side over its sessions ; and the motion prevailed. 

On motion, the time was extended to receive the 
report of the tellers, who thereupon reported, and 
the Chair announced the result of the ballot for Cor- 
responding Secretary of the Freedmen’s Aid Society, 
as follows: 

Whole number of votes ae 368; necessary to a 
choice, 185. 

R. 5. Rust, having received 222 votes, was declared 
duly elected. 

D. Sherman was appointed to a place on the Com- 
mittee on Woman’s Work in the Church instead of 
I. W. Wiley. 

William Stoker, a lay delegate from Southern Illi- 
nois Conference, was granted leave of absence. 

Conference then adjourned. The doxology was 
sung, after which the benediction was pronounced by 
Thomas J. Thompson, of Wilmington Conference. 


TUESDAY MORNING, MAY 28, 


The Conference met at the usual hour, Bishop Har- 
ris in the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by 
Erastus Wentworth, of Troy Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and 
approved. 

Report No. V from the Standing Committee on 
the Book Concern was presented, read, and laid on 
the table for the purpose of considering Report No. IT 


pe 
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of the Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts, 
which was then taken up, read, and adopted, as 
follows : 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS AND TRACTS—REPORT NO. II. 


Your Committee would respectfully recommend the following 
change in our Book of Discipline: 

That Part V, section 6, paragraph 5, be so amended that the 
4th sentence shall read as follows: ‘He shall also be editor 
of the Sunday-School Journal at New York, and shall, in con- 
sultation with the Book Agents, have charge of the department of 
Sunday-School Requisites, including books of instruction for Sun- 
day-schools and Normal classes.” 

Also, that the word “each”’ in the last line of said fifth para- 
graph be changed to ‘‘ the.” 


Report No. IV of the same Committee was taken 
up and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT NO. IV. 


The Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts recommends the 
following changes in the Discipline: 

In Part IJ, chap. i, sec. 2, page 54, after the words ‘amount 
collected for the American Bible Society,” omit all that follows to 
words ‘‘number of volumes in library,’’ inclusive, and insert the 
following list of statistical questions prescribed by the Sunday- 
School Union: 

. Number of schools. 

. Number of officers and teachers. 

. Total number of scholars of all ages. 

. Number of scholars fifteen years of age and over. 

Number of scholars under fifteen, except infant class. 

. Number of scholars in infant class. 

Average attendance of teachers and scholars in whole school. 
. Number of library books. 

. Total expense of school this year. 

10. Amount raised for Sunday-School Union of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

11. Number of Sunday-School Advocates taken. 

12. Number of Sunday-School Journals taken. 

13. Number of officers and teachers who are Church-members or 
probationers. 

14. Number of scholars who are Church-members or proba- 
tioners. ; 

15. Number of conversions this year. 

In Part II, chap. ii, sec. 17, page 101, item 10, instead of the 
words “to form Bible classes,” for the larger children, etc., read, 
“to form classes for the instruction of the larger children, youth, 
and adults in the word of God; to attend,” etc. 

In Part II, chap. ii, sec. 17, page 102, instead of the words 
“number of Bible classes,’ read, ‘“‘number of scholars fifteen 
years and over.” 

In Part V, sec. 2, page 239, instead of the words, ‘‘and to form 
Bible classes wherever they can,” etc., read, ‘‘and to form classes 
wherever they can for the instruction of the larger children, youth, 
and adults in the word of God.” 

In Part V, sec. 2, page 237, quest. 1, after the words ‘religious 
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instruction of our children,” add, ‘‘and for the promotion of Bible 
knowledge among all our people? y 

Part V, sec. 2, page 238, ans. 1, after the words, “in promoting 
in all proper ways the attendance of children,” add, ‘‘and adults.” 

Part V, sec. 2, page 239, instead of the words “where ten chil- 
dren can be collected,” read “where ten persons can be col- 
lected,” ete. 

In Part V, sec. 2, item 5, strike out the words ‘‘and Bible 
classes.”’ 


A motion to suspend the regular order of business 
to take up the Report of the Committee on Educa- 
tion was laid on the table. 

A. 8. Hunt moved that the order of the day for to- 
morrow morning after the reading of the Journal be 
the reception of the reports from the delegates ap- 
pointed by the last General Conference to visit 
fraternal bodies. The motion did not prevail. 

C. D. Foss presented a paper in relation to the 
services of the Rev. Dr. Durbin as Corresponding 
Secretary of the Missionary Society, which was read. 
Pending its consideration, C. A. Holmes moved to 
refer the paper .to the Committee on Missions. The 
motion was laid on the table. The paper was then 
unanimously adopted, by a rising vote, as follows: 


Whereas, The Rev. John P. Durbin, D.D., for twenty-two years 
Corresponding Secretary of the Missionary Society of the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church, has been constrained by advanced years anq 
increasing infirmities to yield to other hands the banner he has 
borne so long and so well; we, therefore, the Delegates in General 
Conference assembled, in behalf of the wl.ole Church, record our 
deep sense of the very eminent service he has rendered to the 
cause of Christ in this most important department of Christian 
work. We shall hold in grateful and lasting remembrance the 
exceedingly rare combination of qualities which have given him a 
pre-eminent place in the pulpit, on the platform, at the Secretary’s 
desk, and in the various councils of the Missionary Society and of 
the Church. Of that Society, though not the founder, he has been 
the chief organizer. Its admirable financial system was originated 
in his mind; was wrought into the working machinery of the 
Church by the matchless eloquence with which he presented it at 
the Conferences; and will long endure as his best monument. 

We tender to Dr. Durbin the assurance of our veneration and 
affection; wishing for him a serene evening sky and an abundant 
entrance into the everlasting brightness; and pledging him our 
unswerving fidelity to the cause which, by serving so nobly, he 
has taught us to love so well. 

We direct that this minute be spread upon our Journal, and that 
a copy of it, signed by the President and Secretary of the Confer- 
ence, be furnished to Dr. Durbin. 


D. D. Lore moved that John P. Durbin hold the 
position of Honorary Secretary of the Missionary So- 
ciety, without salary. 
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C. A. Holmes moved to refer this subject to the 
Committee on Missions, but the motion was laid on 
the table and the resolution was adopted. 


NEBRASKA. 


Bishop Harris presented a memorial from the Quar- 
terly Conference of the First Methodist Episcopal 
Church at Omaha, relating.to a Book Concern at 
Omaha; it was referred to the Commitiee on the Book 
Concern. 


NEW YORK EAST. 


J. M. Buckley presented a paper concerning the 
support of superannuated preachers, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

Summerfield Baldwin, a lay delegate from the Bal- 
timore Conference, was admitted to his seat in place 
of J. W. Randolph, who had held it in his temporary 
absence. : 

On motion of R. A. W. Briiehl, the order of the day 
was taken up, to wit: Report No. II from the Com- 
mittee on Church Extension. 

The amendment of J. M. Buckley, to strike out the 
words “ when his name is called,” being the question 
before the Conference, 

I. Corwin called for the previous question, and the 
call was sustained and the amendment was adopted, by 
221 for and 78 against; and the report was then 
adopted as follows : 


The Committee on Church Extension beg leave to present Report 
No. I, as follows: 

We respectfully recommend the General Conference to insert in 
the Discipline, in lieu of the present section on Church Extension, 
p- 247, the following: 


CHAPTER ——. 
OF CHURCH EXTENSION. 


Srctton J. There shall be a Board of Church Extension, con 
sisting of thirty-two ministers and thirty-two laymen, to be chosen 
by the General Conference, and to-be duly incorporated according 
to law, with such powers and prerogatives as may be needful to 
the objects of its appointment, and to be subject to the control of 
the General Conference. 

1. The term of service of the members of the Board shall begin 
on the first day of January following their appointment and con- 
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tinue during the ensuing four years, and until their successors shall 
be duly chosen and have entered upon their duties, unless other- 
wise ordered by the General Conference. Ifa vacancy shall occur, 
by death, resignation, or otherwise, during the interval of the Gen- 
eral Conference, the Board shall have power to fill the vacancy. 

2. The officers of the Board shall be a President, five Vice-Pres- 
idents, a Corresponding Secrétary, with such assistants as the Gen- 
eral Committee of Church Extension may authorize and appoint, a 
Recording Seeretary, Treasurer, and Assistant Treasurer, all of 
whom, except the Corresponding Secretary and assistants, shall be 
elected by the Board at the tirst regular meeting in January of 
each year. : 

3. The Corresponding Secretary shall be appointed by the Gen- 
eral Conference, and shall be a member of such Conference as he, 
with the approval of the Bishops, may select. He shall conduct- 
the correspondence of the Board, under its direction, and shall be 
subject to the authority and control of the Board, by whom his 
salary shali be fixed and paid. He shall be exclusively employed 
in conducting the affairs of the Board, and, under its direction, in 
promoting its general interests, by traveling or otherwise. Should 
a vacancy occur, by death, resignation, or otherwise, the Board shall 
have power to provide for the duties of the office, until the Bishops, 
or a majority of them, shall fill the vacancy. 

4, An Assistant Corresponding Secretary, or more than one, may 
be appointed at any time by the General Committee, on the nom- 
ination of the Bishops, who shall receive such salary, and render 
such service, as the Board may determine. 

5. The Board shall hold its meetings in the city of Philadelphia. 
It shall have the authority to make by-laws for the regulation of 
its own proceedings, to provide for and administer a Loan Fund, to 
take and hold in trust tor the Methodist Episcopal Church any 
real or personal property, and to dispose of the same for the use 
and benefit of the Church; and generally to do all and singular the 
matters and things which shall be necessary and lawful in the ex- 
ecution of its trust: provided, however, that all amounts received on 
the Loan Fund shall be used only by loans on adequate security, 
and provided, further, that the aggregate amount of interest and an- 
nuities payable shall never be allowed to exceed the aggregate 
amount of interest receivable. 

6. It shall also have authority to provide and recommend a uni- 
form plan for the organization of Local Boards of Church Exten- 
sion in large cities, under such local administration as may be 
deemed advisable ; but in no case shall such local organization in- 
terfere with the yeneral work of the Board. 

7. It shall also have authority, by constituting and procuring a 
special incorporation or otherwise, to take such measures as it may 
deem wise and necessary, to procure the insurance of Churches and 
other Church property against loss by fire; and the profits arising 
therefrom, if any, after the accumulation of a sufficient reserve 
fund, shall be devoted to the purposes of the Board. 

8. It shall also have authority, with the concurrence of the Gen- 
eral Committee, to make such provisions as it may deem wise for 
honorary membership in the Parent and Conference Boards of 
Church Extension, and in the General Committee. 

9. At all meetings of the Board thirteen members shall constitute 
a quorum. 

10. The minutes of each meeting shall be signed by the Sec- 
retary thereof. 

11. The Board shall publish annually a full report of its proceed- 
ings, and of the state of its funds, and shall submit to the General 
Conference an abstract of the same for the four preceding years, 
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Seorron IJ. Hach Annual Conference shall, on the nomination of 
the Presiding Bishop and Presiding Elders, appoint a Conference 
Board of Church Extension, composed of equal numbers of minis- 
ters and laymen, consisting of a President, Vice-President, Record- 
ing Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, and Treasurer; and not 
less than three nor more than seven additional members, so located 
that a quorum thereof may be convened at any time. And the 
Secretary of the Conference shall notify the Corresponding Secre- 
tary of the Parent Board of the name and post-office address of 
each member thereof. 

1. Said Board shall be auxiliary to the Parent Board, and shall, 
under its direction, have charge of all the interests and work of 
Church extension within the Conference. It shall see that the 
amount asked of the Conference by the General Committee is di- 
vided for collection among the several districts and pastoral 
charges, with due regard to their circumstances and ability, and 
that each is notified early in the year; and shall, in connection 
with the Conference, take all necessary measures to secure at 
least the amount asked, and special donations and bequests to the 
Loan Fund. 

2. It shall carefully examine all applications for aid from within 
the bounds of the Conference, and recommend only such as are 
found to be truly needy and meritorious. It shall keep and pre- 
serve, in suitable books to be furnished by the Parent Board, a 
faithful record of all its proceedings, and account of amounts asked 
and received each year from every pastoral charge; and shall make 
full report thereof to each session of the Annual Conference for 
publication in the Conference Minutes, and at the same time to the 
Parent Buard. 

3. The Treasurer of the Conference Board shall as early as prac- 
ticable, at least once in every three months, remit all funds coming 
into his hands to the Treasurer of the Parent Board. 

4, If for any reason such Conference Board cannot be constituted 
or act, the Bishop having charge, or a Committee by him appointed, 
may perform any of the duties required in this section. 


Sxction III. There shall be a General Committee of Church Ex-— 


tension, composed as follows: 

1. The General Superintendents, one of whom, as they may from 
time to time determine, shall be Chairman. 

2. The Corresponding Secretary and Assistants, Recording Secre- 
tary, who shall be ex officio Secretary of the Committee, and the 
Treasurer of the Board. 

3. The Annual Conferences being grouped by the General Con- 
ference into twelve Church Extension Districts, there shall be one 
member from each District elected by the General Conference on 
the nomination of the Delegates of each District respectively, and a 
corresponding number appointed by the Board. 

4. It shall be the duty of this Committee to meet annually in the 
city-of Philadelphia, on such day in the month of November as 
shall be appointed by the Corresponding Secretary, to deter- 
miue: 

1.) What amount each Conference shall be asked to raise by col- 
lections for the uses of the Board during the ensuing year; 

2.) What amount may be donated and loaned within each Con- 
ference during the same period; and, 

3.) What amount may be applied to general and special pur- 
poses, not included in the above. 

5. The General Committee shall also have authority to counsel 
and direct the Board in the general administration of the trust com- 
mitted to its care. 

6. If a vacancy should occur by death, resignation, removal from 


339 


May 28: 


TWENTyY- 
FouRTH Day. 


340. 


May 28. 
TWENTY- 
FOURTH Day. 


Journal of the General Conference. [1e72.. 


the District, or otherwise, the Bishop having charge of the Confer- 
ence within which it occurs shall fill the vacancy. 

7. Mxpenses incurred by the Committee in the discharge of its 
duties may be paid by the ‘Treasurer of the Board. 

Secrion IV. All applications for aid shall be made in accordance 
with blank forms to be furnished by the Parent Board, and shalt 
set forth, 

J. The number of Church-members, Sunday-school children and 
congregation to be accommodated, the population of the place, and 
prospects of growth. 

2. The legal incorporation of the Church or Board of Trustees. 

3. The location, size, present and prospective value of the site, 
the validity of the title thereto, and whether held in trust for the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 

4. A description of the building to which aid, if granted, will be 
applied, and if required, a copy of the plans and specifications of 
the architect shall be submitted, and, if deemed necessary by the 
Parent or Conference Board, modified as may be suggested. 

5. The estimated and probable cost when completed. 

6. The available resources and amount of reliable subscription, 
and that those immediately interested have done or are doing all 
that could reasonably be expected. 

7. What amount of debt, if any, may be allowed to remain 
against the property, and how soon the Trustees or others will 
agree to remove it. 

8. Is the property insured? Will it be? In what Company? 
To what amount? 

9. Whether the Church, if aided, will become self-supporting, and 
how soon, and to what extent it may be expected to aid in the gen- 
eral work of the Church. 

10. Any additional facts and circumstances that will assist the 
Board to a proper decision on the application. 

Every such application for aid shall be first submitted to the Con- 
ference Board of Church Extension, and said Board shall certify its 
action thereon to the Parent Board, and aid shall be granted only 


_ by the concurrent action of both the Conference and Parent Boards, 


and, except in cases of great emergency, within the amount author- 
ized by the General Committee. 

Provided, however, that for the procurement of property in mis- 
sion territory the Parent Board may appropriate funds, specially 
authorized by the General Committee, without such application or 
recommendation by a Conference Board; but in all such cases the 
title to such property should vest in the Board of Church Exten- 
sion. 

Section V. It shall be the duty of each Presiding Elder to bring 
the subject of Church Iixtension before the Quarterly Conference 
of each Circuit and Station within his District at the last Quarterly 
Conference in each year; and said Quarterly Conference shall 
appoint a Committee of not less than three, nor more than five, of 
which the Preacher in Charge shall be Chairman, to be called the 
Committee on Church Extension, whose duty shall be to aid the 
Preacher in Charge in carrying into effect the provisions of the 
Discipline and plans of the Boards for the support of this cause, 
and in securing at least the amount asked of the Cireuit or Station 
for its aid; and the Presiding Elder shall inquire in the third Quar- 
terly Conference of each year what has been done for this cause, 
and whether the amount asked has been received; and if not he 
shall urgently request the Preacher in Charge and the Quarterly 
Conference to take such measures as will secure it before the close 
of the year. 
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Section VI. It shall be the duty of the preacher in charge, aided 
by the Committee on Church Extension, to provide for the diffusion 
of information concerning the work and wants of the Board of 
Church Extension; he shall preach, or caused to be preached, a 
sermon on this subject in each congregation in every year, and so- 
licit contributions from each, endeavoring to secure at least the 
amount asked as above provided, and shall at each Conference 
report the amount asked and the amount received for Church Ex- 
tension. He shall also invite special contributions and bequests to 
the Loan Fund, 

We also recommend the following amendments to the Discipline: 

1. In all places where the words ‘Church Extension Society” 
occur substitute for them the words ‘“ Board of Church Extension.” 

2. On page 54 insert as question 16, ‘‘Who are the Conference 
Board of Church Extension ?” 

3. On page 90, twelfth line from the top, after the word ‘“ So- 
ciety,” insert the words ‘the Corresponding Secretary and As- 
sistant Corresponding Secretaries of the Board of Church Exten- 
sion.” 

4. On page 95, second line from the top, and on page 104, twen- 
ty-first line from the top, insert after the word ‘ Missions” the 
words ‘‘ Church Extension.” 


Report No. III of the Committee on Church Exten- 
sion was read and adopted as follows : 


The Committee on Church Extension respectfully report that 
they lave carefully considered the resolution referred to them as 
follows, to wit: 

“ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Church Extension Society be 
instructed to report to this body the number of Churches during 
the past four years to which loans have been made, their locality, 
the amount of the loans to each Church, and the per cent. of in- 
terest on which said loaus have been made in each case.” 

And the Committee inform the General Conference that ail the 


information on the subject that need to be submitted may be found 


in the Sixth Annual Report of the Society. 

A motion of Oyrus Nutt to suspend the order of 
business to take up the Report of the Committee on 
the American Bible Society was lost. 

The consideration of Report No. V of the Commit- 
tee on the Book Concern was resumed. 

N. L. Brakeman moved that the report be so 
amended that the election of the General Conference 
officers be made the order of the day each morning 
immediately after the reading of the Journal, begin- 
ning to-day at ten minutes past eleven, and the amend- 
ment was adopted. 

The language of the report concerning the Corre- 
sponding Secretary of the Sunday-School Union was 
changed to conform to the action already had on the 
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Report No. IL of the Committee on Sunday-Schools 
and Tracts. 

R. Nelson proposed, as an amendment, that the 
nominations for the several officers be made in open 
Conference, which amendment was adopted by a count 
vote of 162 for to 116 against. 

K. P. Jervis moved, as an amendment, that the 
nominations be made without eulogistic observations 
concerning the persons so nominated. The amend- 
ment was adopted. 

Dr. Curry moved, as an amendment, that in the 
event of only one person being nominated for any 
given office, the election may be had by a show of 
hands. The motion prevailed. 5 

The report was then adopted as follows: 


BOOK CONCERN—REPORT NO. VY. 


Your Committee, to which was referred the question of the time 
and order of the election of General Conference officers other than 
Bishops, beg leave to make the following additional report on the 
subject : 

We recommend that the election of the Corresponding Secretary 
of the Sunday-School Union and Tract Society, the Editor of the 
Apologist, and the Editor of the German Family Magazine and Sun- 
day-school books, periodicals, and tracts, be the special order for 
this day at ten minutes past eleven o’clock, and that the remaining 
General Conference officers be elected, as rapidly as possible, from 
day to day, at the pleasure of the General Conference, in the order 
as follows: 

. The Editor of the Quarterly Review and books. 
The Editor of the Ladies’ Repository. 

The Editor of the New York Christian Advocate. 
The Editor of the Western Christian Advocate. 
The Editor of the North-western Christian Advocate. 
. The Editor of the Central Christinn Advocate. 
The Editor of the Northern Christian Advocate. 
. The Editor of the Pittsburgh Christian Advocate, 
The Hditor of the California Christian Advocate. 
10. The Editor of the Pacific Christian Advocate. 

11. The Kditor of the Atlanta Christian Advocate. 
12. The Agents of the Book Concern at New York. 
13. The Agents of the Book Concern at Cincinnati. 


2 9 I> OTIS gO fo 


At the request of the Wyoming delegation, Payne 


tedin place of Pettibone was admitted to a seat in the Conference in 


N. T. Childs. 


J. H. Vincent 
elected Edit- 
or of Sunday- 
School and 
Tract Publi- 
cations, 


place of N. T. Childs, who was absent. 

J. H. Vincent was nominated for editor of the Sun- 
day-school books, papers, and tracts, and, there being 
no other nominee, he was elected by acclamation. 
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William Nast was, in like manner, elected editor of 
the Christian Apologist. 

Henry Leibhart was, on nomination, elected editor 
of the German Family Magazine and Sunday-school 
books and tracts by: acclamation. 

The Conference then proceeded to ballot for editor 
of the Quarterly Review, and the ballot was reported 
as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 366; necessary to a 
choice, 184, . 

D. D. Whedon, having received 225 votes, was de- 
clared elected. 

The Conference then balloted for editor of the La- 
dies’ Repository, and the tellers retired to count the 
vote. 

On motion of A. M. Osbon, the regular order of 
business was suspended, and the Report No. I of 
the Committee on Itinerancy was then taken up and 
read. 

Hiram Price moved to amend the report by insert- 
ing “45” instead of “39” as the ratio of representation. 

A motion to lay this proposition on the table did 
not prevail. 

The amendment was then adopted, and the report 
as amended was adopted, as follows: 


ITINERANCY—REPORT NO. I. 


The Committee on Itinerancy, having had the matter of the ratio 
of ministerial representation in the General Conference under con- 
sideration, respectfully report, 

That they recommend that Part IT, chap. i, sec. 1, ans. 1, be so 
changed as to substitute the word ‘‘ forty-five” for the word 
“thirty.” 

The paragraph will then read: 

The General Conference shall. be composed of ministerial and lay 
delegates. The ministerial delegates shall consist of one member 
for every forty-five members of each Annual Conference, etc. 


Report No. X from the Committee on Missions was 
presented and adopted, as follows: 


MISSIONS—REPORT NO. X. 


The Committee on Missions recommend that the Third Article 
of the Constitution of the Missionary, Society be so changed that it 
shall correspond with the Charter of said Society, and so that it 
shall read as follows: 
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Art. Ill.— Board of Managers. 


The management and disposition of the affairs and property of 
said Corporation shall be vested in a Board of Managers, to be an- 
nually elected at a meeting of the Society to be called for that pur- 
pose, and held in the city of New York. at such time and on such 
notice as tlie Board of Managers, for the time being, shall previ- 
ously prescribe. Such Board shall consist of thirty-two laymen of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and thirty-two traveling ministers 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

The Board shall also lave authority to make by-laws, not incon- 
sistent with this constitution or the charter; to print books for 
Indian and Foreign Missions, and missions it which a foreign lan- 
guage is used; to fill vacancies that may occur during the year 
among the officers elective by the Society, or in its own body; and 
shall present a statement of its transactions and funds to the Soci- 
ety at its annual meeting, and also shall lay before the General 
Conference a report of its transactions for the four preceding years, 
and the state of its funds. 


Report No. II of the Committee on the State of the 
Church was taken up. 

At this stage of the proceedings the following per- 
sons were announced as the additional members of the 
Commission to whom was referred the subject of the 
boundaries in Central New York: Genesee Confer- 
ence, R. L. Waite and HE. E. Chambers; East Genesee, 
R. Hogoboom and Thomas Tousey; Central New 
York, A. J. Phelps and B. I. Ives; Black River, I. 8S. 
Bingham and L. L. Palmer; Wyoming, R. Nelson 
and W. G. Queal. 

The tellers reported the result of the ballot for 
editor of the Ladies’ Repository, as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 349; 
choice, 175. 

No one having received the requisite majority, there 
was no election, and the Conference proceeded to bal- 
lot a second time for the same officer. 

The tellers received the ballots and retired. 

The Conference resumed the consideration of Re- 
port No. IL of the Committee on the State of the 
Church. 


L. D. White called for the previous question, but 
the call was not sustained. 

J. O. Rich moved to indefinitely postpone the whole 
subject. The motion was lost. 

On motion of A. M. Osbon, the pending amendment, 
which was made by Francis Hodgson, to strike out the 


necessary to a 
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word “sub” before the word “pastors,” was laid on 
the table. 

K. P. Jervis called for the previous question, but 
the call was not sustained. 

The tellers reported the result of the second ballot 
for editor of the Ladies’ Repository, as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 357; necessary to a 
choice, 179. 

No person having received a majority, there was no 
election. ; 

A motion to extend the time of session prevailed by 
a count vote of 191 in the affirmative, negative not 
‘counted, and the Conference proceeded to ballot a 
third time for editor of the Ladies’ Repository. 

The tellers received the ballots and retired to count 
the vote, and the Conference then adjourned. The 
doxology having been sung, the benediction was pro- 
nounced by I. 8. Bingham, of Black River Conference. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING, MAY 29. 


Conference met at the usual hour, Bishop Foster 
in the chair. : 

The usual religious services were conducted by C. 
D. Foss, of New York Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and 
approved. 

On motion of C. A. Loeber, the order of business 
was suspended, and the following preamble and reso- 
lution were read and adopted: 


Whereas, The North-west German Conference is now divided into 
two Conferences, called respectively the ‘‘ Chicago German Confer- 
ence” and the “North-west German Conference; ” therefore, 

fesolved, That the Board of Bishops be and are hereby respect- 
fully requested to divide the Missionary appropriations already 
made to the North-west German Conference between the Chicago 
and the North-west German Conferences as equitably as possible. 


George G. Hackedorn, lay delegate from Central 
Ohio Conference, was granted leave of absence for the 
remainder of the session, and 8. L. Roberts was placed 
on the Standing Committee on the Book Concern in 
his stead. 
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H. Price, by consent, offered the following resolu- 
tions, which were read and adopted: 

Resolved, 1. That the Committee on Expenses of Delegates be in- 
structed to audit and pay from funds now on hand the expenses of 
deiegates when the required statements are presented. 

Resolved, 2. That if the amount received from the several Annnal 
Conferences for said purpose be found insufficient, in the aggregate, 
to meet all of said expenses, that said Committee be authorized to 
draw on the Book Concern to meet said deficiency. 

Resolved, 3. That in case of an overplus in the fund received from 
Conferences alter payment of expenses of delegates, said overplus 
shall be paid into the Book Concern. 


The tellers reported, and the Bishop announced the 
result of the third ballot for editor of Ladies’ Repos- 
itory, namely ; 

Whole number of votes cast, 360; necessary to a 
choice, 181. 

No person having received a majority of the votes 
cast, there was no election. 

The Conference then balloted a fourth time for 
editor of the Ladies’ Repository, and the tellers 
again retired. 

Joseph A. Sherburne, of Vermont Conference, was 
admitted to his seat, hitherto occupied by W. D. 
Malcom, a reserve delegate of the Vermont Con-— 
ference. 

J. M. Trimble, by consent, presented the Report of 
the Committee on Episcopacy relating to the admin- 
istration of the Bishops, which was read. 

H. Slicer called for a division of the question, and 
moved the adoption of the last paragraph and ap- 
pended resolution. 

J. W. Weakley moved, as a substitute, that the 
paper lie on the table and be printed. 

A. M. Osbon moved that the substitute lie on the 
table, and the motion prevailed. 

The last paragraph and appended resolution were 
then adopted, as follows: 

Your Committee have examined the administration of the 
Bishops in the Conferences for the past four years, and approve the 
same. They, therefore, recommend the adoption of the following: 


fesolved, That the administration of the Bishops be approved, 
and their characters pass. 


On motion of E. O, Haven, the remainder of the 
report was laid on the table. 
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The tellers reported, and the Bishop announced the 
result of the fourth ballot for editor of the Ladies’ 
Repository, as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 358; necessary to a 
choice, 180. 

No person having received the requisite number, 
there was no election. Conference, therefore, pro- 
ceeded to ballot the fifth time, and the tellers again 
retired. 

On motion of E.O. Haven, the order of business 
was suspended, and reports from Standing Committees 
were received, laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed, as follows: 

The Committee on Revisals presented Reports Nos. 
Vii, VIL, 1X, X, XI, XII, XU, and XIV. Also a 
Minority Report to accompany Report No. II. 

The Standing Committee on the Book Concern 
presented Reports Nos. VI and VII. 

The Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts pre- 
sented Reports Nos. V and VI. 

The Committee on Missions presented Reports Nos. 
IX and XI. 

The Committee on Education presented Reports 
Nos. VII, VIII, [X, and X. 

The Committee on Church Extension presented 
Reports Nos. IV, V, and VI. 

The Committee on the State of the Church pre- 
sented Reports Nos. IV, V, and VI. 

The Committee on Itinerancy presented Report 
No. IV. 

The Committee on Boundaries presented their final 
report. 

On motion of L. Hitchcock, the order of business 
was suspended, and the report of the Special Commit- 
tee on the Scandinavian Work was read and adopted 
as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE SCANDINAVIAN 
WORK. 


Your Committee have had under consideration certain peti- 
tions and memorials asking for the continuance of the publication 
of the Sandebudet (or Messenger) in the Swedish language, which 
was suspended at the time of the Chicago fire on account of the 
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loss of all the material of the office; also asking for the translation 
of Dr. Nast’s Catechisms, our Book of Discipline, the revision of the 
Swedish hymn book, and the publication of such other books as 
may be needed in the same language. Said memorialists also ask 
the appointment of an agent to collect funds for a theological 
school. 

There were also referred to us several petitions and statements 
in reference to the necessity of some provision for our Norwegian 
brethren who cannot read the Swedish language, 

There was referred to us a Catechism in the Danish language, 
which is said to be a translation of our Catechism, with such addi- 


tions as are considered necessary for the benefit of our work among , 


the Norwegians in the United States and in Norway. 

Having carefully considered the subject referred to us, we beg 
leave to report for your adoption the following resolutions : 

feesolved, 1. That the Agents of the Western Methodist Book 
Concern be instructed to commence the publication of the Sande- 
budet the first of July next if practicable. 

Resolved, 2. That we recommend the appointment of a Publishing 
Committee, consisting of three ministers and two laymen, namely, 
Rey. A. J. Anderson, N. O. Westergren, and §. B. Newman, min- 
isters, and Charles M. Lindgren and Gustavus Wetterland, laymen, 
who shall, with the approval of the Agents, appoint the editor and 
fix his salary, and shall also consider and advise with the Agents in 
reference to such matters as may be referred to them by the Gen- 
eral Conference or the Agents relating to other Swedish publica- 
tions. 

Resolved, 3. That the said Publishing Committee, with the con- 
currence of the Agents, shall have power to act in reference to re- 
vising the Swedish hymn book, the translation of Dr. Nast’s Cate- 
chism, our Book of Discipline, and such other publications as may 
be found necessary to meet the wants of our Swedish brethren. 

resolved, 4. That the Central Illinois Conference be requested 
and authorized to make such provisions to raise funds, by agency 
or otherwise, for the endowment of the school now at Galesburgh 
as they may deem best. 

fresolved, 5. That to meet the wants of our Norwegian brethren, 
Rev. A. Hagenson, O. P. Peterson, and J. H. Jolinson, of the Wis- 
consin Conference, be a Committee to publish a paper in the Danish 
language, with the approval of the Agents of the Western Method- 
ist Book Concern, and that said Agents be authorized to pay to 
said Committee a sum not exceeding $500 a year for the ensuing 
four years, to aid in its publication, if in their judgment such aid is 
necessary to its success. 

Resolved, 6. That having examined the Catechism which was re- 
ferred to us, we recommend that Revs. M. Hansen, A. Olsen, L. 
Dollang, and G. A. Stensen of Norway, and A. Hagensen, O. P. 
Peterson, and J. H. Johnson, of Wisconsin Conference, be. a Com- 
mittee on revision and publication of the same, and that when they 
shall have finished their work the Missionary Meeting of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church in Norway be authorized to publish the 
same. 


The same Committee also presented the following 
preamble and resolution, which were read and 
adopted : 

Whereas, The Tract Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church 


was organized for the purpose of circulating religious literature in 
our own and other languages; and, 
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Whereas, A weekly religious paper in the Swedish language is a 
necessity to the members of our Church; and, 

Whereas, The publication of the Sandebudet was attended with a 
loss of over one thousand dollars a year; therefore, 

Fesolved, That the Tract Society be requested to pay to the 
Agents of the Western Methodist Book Concern the sum of five 
hundred dollars a year, for the next ensuing four years, to aid in 
the publication of said paper. 


The tellers then reported, and the Bishop announced 
the result of the fifth ballot for editor of the Ladies’ 
Repository, as follows : 

Whole number of votes cast, 387; necessary to a 
choice, 194. 

No person having received the requisite number, 
the Conference balloted the sixth time, and the tellers 
retired. 

Wesley Kenney, a delegate from the Wilmington 
Conference, was granted leave of absence, and R. W. 
Todd, a reserve delegate, was admitted to his seat and 
to his place on the Committees. 

On motion of Francis A. Hester, the Conference 
proceeded to the election of an editor of the Christian 
Advocate at New York. 

R. W. Thompson moved that the lay delegates de- 
mand a separate vote on this question. 

The roll of lay delegates was then called, and the 
motion was lost by the following vote—ayes, 31; 
noes, 67, as follows : 

Yeas—Albright of Philadelphia, Baldwin, Bates, 
Beale, Bennett, Berkley, Bonner, Bradley, Brownfield, 
Bundy, Cooley, Cornell, Deering, De Pauw, Elmore, 
Evans, Fish, Goodrich, Hammer, Hoyt, Kniel, Lane, 
Miller, Owen, Pettibone, Price, Reynolds, Strong, 
Tasker, Thompson of Indiana, Woodward—31. 

Nays—Abernethy, Albright of Pittsburgh, Beadle, 
Benton, Berry, Brown of Genesee, Brown of Michi- 
gan, Briehl, Burr, Campbell, Carter, Coldwell, Com- 
stock, Cordozo, Corwin, Davisson, Decker, Dickhaut, 
Dobbins, Ebbert, Ellington, English, Fairchild, Funk, 
Garrett, Gavitt, Hiett, Harris, Hill, Holloway, Hypes, 
Hubbard of East Genesee, Hubbard of West Vir- 
ginia, Jay, Jones, Klippel, Lewis of Minnesota, Logan 
of Central Illinois, Logan of West Virginia, Mallalieu, 
M’Calmont, M’Intosh, M’Williams, Magee, Moore, 
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Day. 


Fifth ballot for 
Editor of La- 
dies’ Reposi- 
tory. 


No Election. 
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the privilege 
of voting. 
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Seventh ballot 
for Editor of 
Ladies’ Re- 
pository. 


E. Wentworth 
elected. 


State of the 
Church: Re- 
port No. If. 
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Moses, Nicols, Patton, Petrie, Paxton, Ramsey, Rich, 
Root, Smith, Shaw, Shinkle, Shoveler, Sigler, Smith (J. 
H. V.), Stillman, Swing, Taylor of Lexington, Thomas, 
Thompson of Georgia, Wardwell, Wells of Troy, 
West—67. 

The tellers reported, and the Chair announced the 
result of the sixth ballot for an editor of the Ladies’ 
Repository as follows : 

Whole number of votes cast, 370; necessary to a 
choice, 186. 

No person having received the requisite number the 
Conference proceeded to ballot the seventh time, and 
the tellers again retired. 

Conference then balloted for an editor for the Chris- 
tian Advocate at New York, and the tellers retired, 
the Chair having mean time appointed J. M. Buckley, 
W. M’Allister, J. B. Quigg, J. J. Hight, W. C. De 
Pauw, Otis Gibson, and J. H. V. Smith as additional 
tellers. 

S. Barnes moved a suspension of the order of busi- 
ness in order to take up the report of the Committee 
on Boundaries so far as it relates to Central Pennsyl- 
vania and Philadelphia Conferences, but the motion 
did not prevail. 

8. A. W. Jewett asked leave to vote after the tellers 
had retired, on the ground that the tellers had not 
called on him personally for his ballot. The request 
was not granted. 

The tellers reported, and the Bishop announced the 
seventh ballot for editor of the Ladies’ Repository, 
to wit: 

Whole number of votes cast, 384; necessary to a 
choice, 198. 

E. Wentworth, having received 197 votes, was de- 
clared duly elected. 

The order of business was resumed, and Report 
No. II of the Committee on the State of the Church 
was taken up, and, on motion of G. W. Woodruff, 
answer 1 to question 3 was stricken out, and the 
numbers to the succeeding answers were changed 
accordingly. 

William M’K. Hester moved to indefinitely postpone 
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the further consideration of the report, but the motion 
did not prevail. 

A. J. Kynett called for the previous question, and 
the call was sustained, and the report as amended was 
then adopted, as follows : 


STATE OF THE CHURCH—REPORT NO. II. 


Upon the subject of classes and class-meetings, referred to us, 
we report as follows: 

‘We recommend the General Conference to substitute in place of 
Part I, chapter iii, section 3, pages 45 and 46, the following, to wit: 


Section II.—Classes and Class-Meetings. 


Quest. 1. What is the design of the organization of classes and 
the appointment of leaders? 

Ans. 1. To establish a system of pastoral oversight that shall 
effectively reach every member of the Church. 

2. To establish and keep up a meeting for social and religious 
worship, for instruction, encouragement, and admonition, that shall 
be a profitable means of grace to our people. 

3. To carry out, unless other measures be adopted, a financial 
plan for the raising of moneys. 

Quest. 2. What is the primary object of distributing the mem- 
bers of the Church into classes? 

Ans. To secure the sub-pastoral oversight made necessary by 
pur itinerant economy. 

Quest. 3. How shall we endeavor to secure this? 

Ans. 1. A report of the condition of his class shall be presented 
by the leader at each meeting of the Quarterly Conference. 

2. Let each leader be careful to inquire how every soul of his 
class prospers; not only how each person observes the outward 
rules, but how he grows in the kuowledge and love of God. 

3. Let the leaders converse with those who have the charge of 
their circuits and stations frequently and freely. 

Quest. 4. What shall be done to render our class-meetings more 
interesting and profitable ? 

Ans. 1. Remove improper leaders. 

2. See that all the leaders he not only men of sound judgment, 
but men truly devoted to God. 

3. In the arrangement of class-meetings two or more classes may 
meet together, and be carried on according to such plan as shall be 
agreed upon by the leaders in concurrence with the preacher in 
charge. 

4. Let care be observed that they do not fall into formality 
through the use of a uniform method. Let speaking be voluntary 
or the exercises conversational, the leader taking such measures as 
may best assist in making the services fresh, spiritual, and of per- 
nae religious profit. 

Let the leaders be directed to such a course of reading and 
nee as shall best qualify them for their work; especially let such 
books be recommended as will tend to increase their knowledge of 
the Scriptures and make them familiar with those passages best 
adapted to Christian edification. Whenever practicable, let the 
preachers examine the leaders in the studies recommended. 
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On motion of J. R. Bryan, the Conference proceeded 
to elect an editor for the Western Christian Advocate 
at Cincinnati. The tellers received the ballots of the 
Conference, and retired to count the vote. 

Rev. Joseph W. M’Kay, Delegate from the Irish 
Wesleyan Conference, being about to retire, took leave 
of the Conference in a few farewell remarks. 

The regular order of business was resumed, and Re- 
port No. III from the Committee on the State of the 
Church was read. 

The tellers reported, and the Bishop-announced the 
result of the ballot for editor of the Christian Advo- 
cate at New York, as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 385; necessary to a 
choice, 193. 

No person having received the requisite number of 
votes, there was no election. 

Conference balloted the second time for editor of 
the Christian Advocate at New York, and the tellers 
retired to count the vote. 

The tellers reported, and the Bishop announced the 
result of the ballot for editor of the Western Christian 
Advocate, as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 374; necessary to a 
choice, 188. 

No person having received the requisite number of 
votes, there was no election. 

The Conference then proceeded to ballot the second 
time for an editor of the Western Christian Advocate. 

The tellers reported, and the Bishop announced the 
result of the second ballot for editor of the Christian 
Advocate at New York as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 389; necessary to a 
choice, 195. 

Daniel Curry, having received 201 votes, was declared 
duly elected. 

On motion of E. O. Haven, Conference proceeded to 
ballot for an editor for the North-western Christian 
Advocate. 

The tellers collected the ballots and retired to count 
the vote. 

The time of the session was extended. 
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The tellers reported, and the Bishop announced the May 29. 
TWENTY-FIFTH 


result of the ballot for editor of the Western Christian Dae 
Advocate as follows, to wit: Second ballot 
for Editor of 
Whole number of votes cast, 376; necessary to a the Western 
‘ Christian 
choice, 189. Advocate. 


F. 8. Hoyt, having received 202 votes, was declared Pee gee 
duly elected. ; 
Bishop Janes arose to a privileged question, and Minard Home. 
presented the following paper, which was read, to 
wit: 


’THE MINARD HOME. 


The late Abel Minard, of Morristown, N. J., in July, 1870, by 
deed, conveyed to Edmund 8. Janes a house and lot in Morristown, 
N. J., of the probable value of fifty thousand dollars, to hold in trust 
for the purposes in said deed declared, namely: to have and to hold 
said premises, with their appurtenances, as a home for the female 
children of foreign missionaries of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in the United States, and for fernale orphans and half orphans who 
are or shall be children of ministers of said Church, and for such 
other female orphans and half orphans as the trustees may select 
and designate; provided, however, that all orphans and half orphans 
who shall be admitted to said Home shall be such as are or shall be 
without means or provision for their support. 

On the 28th day of February, 1871, a liberal charter for said In- 
stitution was obtained from the Legislature of New Jersey, when said 
Edmund §S. Janes, by deed, conveyed said Home to the trustees ap- 
pointed by said charter, agreeable to the terms of trust by which he 
held it, which trustees came into the possession and management 
of said Home on the death of said Abel Minard, which took place 
on the 31st of January, 1871. 

As the managers desired to carry out literally the intent of said 
Minard, namely, to give the children of foreign missionaries the first 
benefits of the Institution, and the children of deceased ministers 
the next opportunity of enjoying its advantages; and as time was 
required to give notice and to make the necessary arrangements, in 
order to conform the Institution to the classes of persons specified 
in the charter to enjoy its advantages, the Institution thus far has 
only maintained those orphans which were left to its care by 
Mr. Minard. 

The charter requires that the Board of Trustees, for the time 
being, of the said Institution shall report to the General Conference 
of said Church the condition of the Institution and its finances, and 
generally such matters and things as may be necessary to inform 
said General Conference of the actual condition and wants of the 
Institution. 

At the present time the Institution is free from debt, but without 
funds for its maintenance, and consequently dependent upon the 
liberality of the Church for carrying out these beneficent 
purposes. 

We hope the General Conference will approve the objects proposed 
in this generous bequest of Mr. Minard, and feel it right to com- 
mend it to the liberality of the Church. 

KE. S. JANES, Chairman. 

H. A. Burrz, Secretary. 

23 
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A. J. Anderson 


has leave of 
absence, 


May 30. 
TWENTY-SIXTH 
Day. 


Morning. 
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On motion of G. W. Woodruff, it was ordered that 
Thomas M. Eddy prepare a suitable resolution in re- 
gard to the foregoing paper, and present it on Thurs- 
day morning. 

Bishop Janes, asa further matter of privilege, 
presented to John P. Durbin, the retiring Missionary 
Secretary, an elegant cane of ebony, beautifully 
carved by the natives of India, and presented on 
behalf of the India Mission of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church. 

‘The tellers reported, and the Bishop announced the 
result of the ballot for editor of the North-western 
Christian Advocate at Chicago as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 358; necessary to a 
choice, 180. 

Arthur Edwards, having received 280 votes, was 
declared duly elected. 

Bishop Simpson presented a petition from members 
of the Virginia Conference concerning boundaries. 
It was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Bishop Harris, on behalf of the Bishops, presented 
a revised scheme of questions for the business of the 
Annual Conferences. The paper was referred to 
the Committee on Revisals. 

R. L. Dashiell, E. H. Waring, and Thompson Mit- 
chell were granted temporary leave of absence to 
attend the funeral of a minister. 

A. J. Anderson, of the Central Illinois Conference, 
was granted leave of absence for the balance of the 
session. 

On motion, the Conference adjourned. After the 
doxology was sung, the benediction was pronounced 
by William H. Biack, of Kentucky Conference. 


THURSDAY MORNING, MAY 30. 


Conference met at the usual hour, Bishop Wiley in 
the chair. 

The religious services were conducted by E. P. 
Phelps, of Virginia Conference, 
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The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and 
approved. 

Charles Albright, of Philadelphia, rose to a question 
of privilege, and presented the following paper, which 
was unanimously adopted by a rising vote: 


Inasmuch as this is Decoration Day, and as the Methodist Epis- 
eopal Church was not wanting in loyalty during the dark and bloody 
years of the rebellion, nor in love for the brave defenders of their 
country’s flag; therefore, 

resolved, That we, the representatives of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church now assembled in General Conference in the city of Brooklyn, 
N. Y., will not forget the survivors of the battle-field nor lose our 
warm sympatliy and deep devotion for those whom the war has 
made widows, orphans, and cripples, but that we regard them as 
the nation’s special heritage, and commend them to the generous 
bounty and protection of the Republic; that we honor the custom 
of those who strew flowers upon the resting-places of departed 
heroes, to keep alive and fresh the recollection of the men who 
died that their country might live. May their graves be ever green 
in the memory of their countrymen ! 


The Committee on the State of the Church returned 
a memorial in reference to Sunday mails, and asked its 
reference to the Committee on the Sanctity of the Sab- 
bath ; it was so referred. 

L. C. Matlack presented a memorial from the 
New Orleans Preachers’ Meeting, which was read, 
and, on motion, was referred to a special Committee 
of nine. 

On motion of W. M’K. Hester, the Conference pro- 
ceeded to the election of an editor for the Central 
Christian Advocate. 

At the request of the Providence Conference dele- 
gation, Samuel C. Brown was admitted to the seat 
and to the place on the Committees hitherto occupied 
by D. H. Ela. 

The tellers then received the ballots of the Confer- 
ence, and retired to count the votes. | 

Thomas M. Eddy moved the suspension of the order 
of business for the purpose of taking up so much of 
the Report No. VII of the Standing Committee on the 
Book Concern as relates to the recognition of the 
Methodist Advocate at Atlanta and the election of its 


editor. 
The motion prevailed, and the item was read and 


adopted. 


305 


May 30. 


TWENTY-SIXTH 
Day. 


Morning. 
Decoration 
Day. 


Sunday Mails. 


Special Com- 
mittee of nine 
to consider 
Memorial of 
Preachers’ 
Meeting of 
New Orleans. 


Editor of Cen- 
tral Christian 
Advocate. 


8. ©. Brown 
admitted in 
place of D. 
HH. Ela, 


Book Concern: 
Report No. 
VIL: Meth- 
odist Advo- 
cate and its 
Editor. 


356 


May 30. 
TWENTY-SIXTH 
Day. 
Morning. 
Absent Dele- 
gate not per- 
mitted to 

vote. 


Editor of the 
Northern 
Christian Ad- 
vocate. D. D. 
Lore elected. 


Editor of the 
Pittsburgh 
Christian Ad- 
vocate. 


Ballot for 
Editor of the 
Central 
Christian Ad- 
vocate, 


B. St. James 
Fry elected. 


Editor of the 
California 
Christian Ad- 
vocate. H.C, 
Benson 
elected. 

Election of 
Editor of the 
Ladies’ Re- 
pository re- 
ferred to a 
Special Com- 
mittee. 


Editor of the 
Pacific Chris- 
tian Advo- 
cate. Isaac 
Dillon 
elected. 

8. H. Nesbit 
has leave of 
absence. 
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G. W. Hughey asked that one of the delegates of 
the Southern Illinois Conference, who was absent at 
the moment the ballot was taken, should have the 
privilege of voting. Leave was not granted. 

Conference then proceeded to elect an editor for the 
Northern Christian Advocate, and D. D. Lore was 
elected by acclamation. 

The Conference then balloted for editor of the Pitts- 
burgh Christian Advocate. 

The tellers received the ballots, and retired to count 
the votes. 

The tellers reported, and the Bishop announced the 
result of the ballot for editor of the Central Chris- 
tian Advocate, as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 361; necessary to a 
choice, 181. 

B. St. James Fry having received 226 votes, was 
declared duly elected. 

The Conference then proceeded to an election of an 
editor for the California Christian Advocate, and H. 
C. Benson was elected by acclamation. 

S. Baldwin arose to a question of privilege, in regard 
to an alleged informality that had occurred in one of 
the ballots for the election of an editor for the Ladies’ 
Repository. A statement from E. H. Waring, one of 
the tellers, in relation to the matter, was read, and, on 
motion, the whole subject was referred to a special 
Committee of five, with instructions to report what, if 
any thing, should be done in the case. 

The Conference then proceeded to elect an editor 
for the Pacific Christian Advocate, and Isaac Dillon 
was elected by acclamation. 

S. H. Nesbit, having received a telegram announcing 
the serious illness of his wife, was granted leave of 
absence for the balance of the session. 

On motion of W. M’K. Hester, the Conference pro- 
ceeded to the election of an editor for the Methodist 
Advocate at Atlanta, 

The tellers received the ballot and retired. 

The tellers reported, and the Bishop announced the 


result of the ballot for editor of the Pittsburgh Chris- — 


tian Advocate as follows: 
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Whole number of votes cast, 363; necessary to a 
choice, 182. 

William Hunter, having received 213 votes, was de- 
clared duly elected. 

On motion of B. R. Bonner, the order of business 
was suspended, and the Report of the Special Com- 
mittee on the Book Concern was read, and a motion 
was made for its adoption. 

J. Lanahan moved, as a substitute, that it be laid on 
the table, printed, and made the order of the day for 
10 o’clock to-morrow, and the motion prevailed. 

The tellers reported, and the Bishop announced the 
result of the ballot for editor of the Methodist Advo- 
cate at Atlanta, as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 366; necessary to a 
choice, 184. 

No person having received a majority of the votes 
cast, the Conference balloted the second time. 

The tellers collected the ballots and retired to count 
' the vote. 

T. M. Eddy moved that the order of business be 
suspended to consider Report No. VII of the Standing 
Committee on the Book Concern. 

L. C. Queal moved, as a substitute, that we resume 
the regular order of business, but the motion was lost, 
and the original motion prevailed. 

The Report No. VII of the Standing Committee on 
the Book Concern was taken up and read. 

The first item was adopted. 

The second item was read, and W. M’K. Hester 
moved to amend by inserting “three Agents” instead 
of “two” for the publishing house at New York, one 
of whom shall reside at San Francisco; also, “three 
Agents” for the Western Book Concern, one of whom 
shall reside at Cincinnati, one at Chicago, and one at 
Saint Louis. 

The motion to amend was laid on the table. 

G. W. Hughey moved that the existing section of 
the Discipline, to wit, sec. 6, Part V, be substituted for 
the section under consideration. 

On motion of 8S. A. W. Jewett, the substitute was 
laid on the table. 
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W. H. Perrine moved to amend by inserting the 
words, “the financial agents of the publishing houses 
shall be laymen.” 

On motion of F. G. Hibbard, the amendment was 
laid on the table. 

T. M. Eddy moved that when the Conference ad- 
journ, it adjourn to meet at 3 P. M. 

I. 8. Bingham moved, as a substitute, the hour of 
meeting be fixed at 23, and the latter hour was fixed. 

The tellers reported, and the Bishop announced the 
result of the second ballot for editor of the Methodist 
Advocate at Atlanta as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 372; necessary to a 
choice, 187. 

N. E. Cobleigh having received 247 votes, was de- 
clared duly elected. 

G. W. Clarke called for the previous question, and 
the call was sustained, and thereupon the second item 
in the Report No. VII was adopted. 

Items third, fourth, fifth, and sixth were then adopted. 

The seventh item was read, and it was moved as an 
amendment that the real estate should be reported in 
the exhibits at cost. 

W. M’K. Hester moved to Jay the amendment on 
the table, and the motion prevailed. 

kk. Nelson moved as an amendment, that in the in- 
ventory the real estate shall have a value fixed by the 
Book Committee at the commencement of each quad- 
rennium, which shall not be changed during the quad- 
rennium, except by the necessary changes by the pur- 
chase, sale, destruction, or improvement of real estate. 

J. M. Reid moved, as a substitute, that the real 
estate should be entered on the exhibits at cost, the 
Agents giving in a foot-note the estimated cash value. 

The Chair announced the appointment of a Com- 
mittee on the alleged informality in one of the ballots 
for editor of the Ladies’ Repository, as follows: D. M. 
Bates, C. D. Foss, P. B. Swing, A. Webster, J. W. 
Lindsay. 

The Conference then adjourned, the benediction 


being pronounced by John Miley, of New York Con- 
ference. 


| 
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THURSDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 30, 


Conference met pursuant to adjournment, Bishop 
Merrill in the chair. 

The religious services were conducted by J. F. 
Chalfant, of Cincinnati Conference. 

The Journal of the morning’s session was read and 
approved. 

The Bishop presented the following telegram: 

Greetings of the Right Worthy Grand Lodge of Good Templars 
to the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Be- 
lieving that total abstinence from the use of intoxicating drinks 
and the prohibition of the traffic therein a Christian duty, and that 
the Church which you represent is in perfect sympathy with this 
sentiment, this body sends Christian greeting, and pledges continu- 
ance with you in prayer for the early success of the Temperance 
cause. S. B. FaLkunBure, 

J. N. STEARNS, 
R. Sumpson, 

J. J. Hight moved that the Chairman and Secretary 
be instructed to prepare and transmit a suitable reply, 
and the motion prevailed. 

On motion of A. M. Osbon, the order of business was 
suspended, and memorials and reports of Committees 
were presented and laid on the table, as follows: 

The Committee on Itinerancy returned petition of J. 
R. Stillman in relation to woman’s work in the Church, 
and asked its reference to the special Committee on 
that subject. 

He also presented Report No. V on Conference 
Journals, 

The Committee on Revisals presented Report No. 
XV. 

The Special Committee on Ministerial Support pre- 
sented its report. 

The Special Committee on the Sanctity of the Sab- 
bath presented its report. 

The Committee on Freedmen presented Reports 
Nos. II and IIL. 

The Committee on the Centennial of American 
Independence presented a report. 

The Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts pre- 
sented Report No. VII. 


f Commnittee. 
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The Special Committee on Seamen’s Cause presented 
its report. 

On motion, Robert Allyn was granted leave of ab- 
sence on account of important business connected with 
the College of which he is president. 

The order of business was then resumed, namely, the 
consideration of Report No. VII of the Committee on 
the Book Concern; the question pending being J. M. 
Reid’s substitute for R. Nelson’s amendinent, namely, 
that the real estate should be entered on the exhibits 
at cost, the Agents giving, in a foot-note, the estimated 
cash value. 

W. MWK. Hester called for the previous question, 
and the call was sustained. 

The question was then taken on the substitute, 
and it was lost by a count vote of 140 for to 150 


against. 


R. Nelson’s amendment was then adopted, and sec- 
tion seven, as amended, was adopted. 

The eighth section was then read, and adopted by 
a rising vote. 

The ninth section was read. 

B. I. Ives moved to amend by striking out all that 
part that relates to the Bishops having concurrent 
authority in the trial of a Book Agent or Editor for 
official misconduct, 

L. C. Queal suggested, as a further amendment, that 
a majority of the Book Committee may suspend an 
Agent or Editor, and that one of the Bishops shall 
preside at the trial of such Agent or Editor, and B. IL. 
Ives accepted the suggestion, so that the section shall 
read, “ Due notice of which shall be given by the Chair- 
man of the Book Committee to the Bishops, who shall 
select one of their number to be present and preside, 
and a majority of the Committee may suspend a Book 
Agent or Editor from office in the interval of the Gen- 
eral Conference.” 

Several other amendments were suggested, when, 
on motion of E, O. Haven, the whole section, with the 
several amendments and suggestions, was referred to a 
special Committee of five, to prepare a new item on 
the subject. 
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Thompson Mitchell, of Central Pennsylvania, rose 
to a question of privilege, and asked leave of absence 
for B. B. Hamlin on account of the death ot his 
father-in-law. 

William Koeneke, of the South-west German Con- 
ference, was granted leave of absence for the re- 
mainder of the session. 

On motion of T. M. Eddy, the tenth section of the 
report was referred to the special Committee to which 
was committed the ninth section. 

- The eleventh section was read. 

W. WK. Hester moved to amend by providing 
that there shall be an editor of the Golden Hours and 
of tracts. 

On motion of A. Harmount, this motion was laid on 
the table. 

E. O. Haven moved to amend by adding, “ Provided 
that the officers mentioned in this article shall be 
ministers or members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church.” The article as thus amended was adopted. 

I. Corwin moved that we now proceed to the elec- 
tion of Book Agents at New York and Cincinnati, 
and the motion prevailed. 

A motion to adjourn was lost. 

Bishop Harris, by consent, presented the report of 
Commissioners appointed by the General Conference 
of 1868 on Church Union, which was referred to the 
Committee on Church Union, 

Bishop Simpson presented a supplemental report of 
the Trustees of the Chartered Fund. Referred to Spe- 
cial Committee on Chartered Fund. [Appendix 53.] 

The Bishop announced the special Committee of 
nine on Memorial from New Orleans Preachers’ Asso- 
ciation, namely: Moses Hill, James Lynch, W. H. 
Hunter, N. E. Cobleigh, Benjamin Brown, T. Tasker, 
I. Corwin, William R. Fayle, Francis H. Root. 

On motion, L. C. Matlack was added to the Com- 
mittee. 

The Bishop announced the special Committee of 
five on subject of trial of Book Agents and Editors, 
namely: E. O. Haven, D. Stevenson, B. I. Ives, F. G. 
Hibbard, J. M. Reid. 
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J. Rothweiler moved to lay the pending business, 
namely, the election of Book ‘Agents, upon the table 
in order to receive the report of the special Com- 
mission on Boundaries of Conferences in Central and 
Western New York, and the motion prevailed. 

The report was then presented and read. 

B. I. Ives moved to suspend the rule requiring 
changes of Discipline to lay over one day, and the 
rule was suspended. 

It was moved that the report be adopted. 

A motion to postpone the further consideration of 
the subject until Saturday morning did not prevail. 

A motion to adjourn was lost. 

D. Stevenson called for the previous question, and 
the call was sustained, and the report of the Special 
Commission was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMISSION ON BOUNDARIES 
OF CONFERENCES IN NEW YORK STATE. 


The Northern New York Conference shall include so much of the 
county of Franklin as is not within the Troy Conference, and all 
of the counties of St. Lawrence, Jefferson, Lewis, Oneida, and 
Herkimer, and all of Oswego County except Phenix and Brewer- 
ton, and so much of the county of Madison as lies on and east of 
the New York and Midland Railroad, together with Cherry Valley 
and Springfield in Otsego County, Sharon Springs in Schoharie 
County, and Frey’s Bush, Ames, and St. Johnsville in Montgomery 
County. 

The Western New York Conference shall include all that part of 
the State of New York lying west of the towns of Williamson, 
Marion, and Palmyra in Wayne County, of the towns of Farming- 
ton and Canandaigua in Ontario County, of Yates and Sehuyler 
Counties, and of the towns of Horuby, Corning, and Caton in 
Steuben County, excepting the village of Painted Post, and except- 
ing also that part of Cattaraugus and Chatauqua Counties now 
included in the Hrie Conference, together with so much of Potter 
County, in the State of Pennsylvania, as is not included in the 
Central Pennsylvania Conference, and also the Brooktield Charge; 
and so much of M’Kean County as is embraced in the Olean Dis- 
trict. 

The Central New York Conference shall be bounded on the 
west by the Western New York Conference, extending into the 
State of Pennsylvania so as to include Troy District; on the east by 
the west line of Tioga County and the west line of the town of 
Danby to its junction with the town of Ithaca; thence by a line 
running easterly, north of Slaterville, Harford, Marathon, and Wil- 
lett, to the west line of Chenango County; thence northerly to the 
north line of said county, excluding all of Chenango District in 
Chenango County; thence easterly on the northern line of said 
county to the Midland Railroad, and on the east and north by the 
Northern New York Conference, 


1872.] Journal of the General Conference. 863 


The Wyoming Conference shall include the southern part of the May 30. 
State of New York not included in the New York, Central New Twenry-srxta 
York, and Western New York Conferences, and that part of Penn- Dax. 
sylvania bounded on the west by Central New York Conference, Afternoon, 
including the territory east of the Susquehanna, and on the south Wyoming Con- 
by the Central Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. and Newark Confer- ference. 
ences, including Narrowsburgh, and on the east by the Newark 
and New York Conferences. 


D. W. C. Huntington asked leave for himself and Peres loncace 
others to entér their protest against this action, and granted, 
leave was granted. 

G. W. Woodruff moved to rescind the action hith- Former action 
erto had concerning the boundaries of the Black River 
Conference, and the motion prevailed. 

C.D. Foss presented Reports Nos. XII and XIII Missions: Re 
of the Committee on Missions, which were laid on the se and 
table to be printed. 

The Conference adjourned with the benediction by 


E. O. Haven, of Detroit Conference. 
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D. Curry moved that K. P. Jervis’s motion be laid 
on the table, and the motion prevailed, 

C. J. Albright, of Pittsburgh, moved that Conference 
now proceed to the election of Book Agents at New 
York. 

J. M. Buckley moved to lay the motion to proceed to 
the election of Book Agents on the table, but his mo- 
tion was laid on the table. 

W. H. Hunter moved to suspend the order of busi- 
ness, and take up the report of the Special Committee 
on the Book Concern. 

A. J. Kynett moved, as a substitute, that the reports 
of the Committee on Church Extension be taken up. 

The substitute was lost, and the report of the Special 
Committee on the Book Concern was taken up. 

J. P. Durbin then rose to a question of privilege, 
and presented the following resolution, which was 
read and adopted : 

Resolved; That the General Conference entertains a very high ap- 
preciation of the services of Rev. W. L. Harris, D.D., for twelve years 
as a Secretary of the Missionary Society, and that our best wishes 
and most earnest prayers shall -go with him as he ascends from 
the missionary platform to take his seat on the bench of Bishops. 

B. R. Bonner moved the adoption of the Report of 
the Special Committee on the Book Concern. 

D. Curry called for the previous question, and the 
call was sustained, and the report adopted as follows : 


REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON THE AFFAIRS 
OF THE BOOK CONCERN. 


To THe GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE MetTuopist EPIscopaL 
CHURCH NOW IN SgEssion:—Your Special Committee, charged with 
the investigation of alleged frauds and irregularities in the manage- 
meut of the Methodist Book Concern at New York, beg leave to 
report: 

That they have had the matters referred to them under consid- 
eration, and have made as thorough and searching an investigation 
as the limited time allowed would permit. 

The Committee was organized oC the election of B. R. Bonner, 
of St. Louis, as Chairman, and A. D. Wilbor, of Genesee Confer- 
ence, as Secretary. 

After deliberation, the Committee elopred as Rules of Order and 
Proceeding, and as questions to be investigated and voted upon, 
the following, to wit: 


RULES OF ORDER AND PROCEEDING. 


I. Any member of the Committee proposing to call for the pro- 
duction and examination of persons or papers shall make such re- 
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quest in writing, and in such request shall specify such persons or 
papers, and shall point out specifically the facts which he designs 
to establish or disprove by such persons and papers: 

Provided, That the persons and papers brought before the Com- 
mittee may be used for any purpose that may throw light upon 
any matter within the jurisdiction of the Committee. 

II. The hearing of the facts, evidence, testimony, and explana- 
tion shall be before the whole Committee in open session, -at which 
every member is expected to be present. 

III. Members of the Committee shall not express opinions on the 
merits of the case or the proofs offered during the hearing. But 
each member shall be at liberty to ask any relevant questions he 
may think proper and necessary to a full understanding of the 
subject. 

IV. After the proofs and explanations are all submitted, the Com- 
mittee shall alone, with closed doors, proceed in their order to con- 
sider and vote upon the following questions, namely: 

Quest. 1. Have frauds been practiced in the printing, bindery, or 
any other department, by which the Book Concern has sustained 
loss? 

_ If so, by whom? How much loss was sustained? At what 
time or times were said frauds committed? 

Quest. 2. Have there been any irregularities in the management 
of the business of the Concern, by which losses have been or might 
have been sustained ? 

Quest. 3. Have losses, if any, been of such magnitude as to en- 
danger the financial strength of the Concern, or to materially im- 
pair its capital? ; 

Quest. 4. Were the business methods of the departments such as 
to afford opportunities for frauds and peculations by subordmates ? 
And is it reasonable to presume that such frauds, or peculations, 
if committed, could have been prevented by the enforcement of 
more thorough and business-like methods? 

Quest. 5. Are there reasonable grounds to presume that any 
Agent or Assistant Agent is, or has been, implicated or interested 
in any frands that may have been practiced in the Concern? 

Quest. 6. Are the present methods of accounts and modes of con- 
ducting the business such as to insure reasonable and ordinary pro- 
tection against frauds and irregularities? 

Quest. 7. Is the report of the Agents to this General Conference 
a fair exhibit of the assets and liabilities of the Concern ? 

Y. After a vote has been taken on each of the foregoing ques- 
tions, any member of the Committee may propose any other ques- 
tion in writing, which the Committee, by a vote, may entertain and 
order to be voted upon. 

VI. After the separate vote has been taken on each question, a 
report shall be drawn up embodying the judgment of the Commit- 
tee as thus rendered, with such expressions as may be deemed 
proper in relation to the same. 

VII. The specific statement of charges in Dr. Lanahan’s report 
to the General Conference shall be taken up and examined in their 
order as numbered, 

The more expeditiously and thoroughly to investigate the several 
matters referred to us, consisting of the majority and minority re- 
ports of the Book Committee, and the testimony therein referred 
to; the statements and exhibits of Drs. Carlton and Lanahan; 
with the reports of the several accountants who have examined the 
affairs of the Book Concern, your Committee ordered and appointed 
the following Sub-Committees, to wit: 

1. A committee, composed of John Evans, of Colorado; W. H. H. 
Beadle, of Des Moines ; J. B. Quigg, of Wilmington, to collate and 
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report to us, first, the points of agreement; second, the points of 
disagreement in the majority and minority reports of the Book 
Committee. 

2, A committee, cousisting of John Owen, of Detroit; J. C. M’In- 
tosh, of S. FE. Indiana; W. H. Olin, of Wyoming, to collate and report 
the points of agreement and disagreement in the reports of Messrs. 
Kilbreth and Gunn, the experts employed by the Book Committee 
and Dr. Carlton; also, to examine the books of the Book Concern as 
to their past and present condition. 

3. A committee, consisting of John Evans, of Colorado; A. Brad- 
ley, of Pittsburgh; J. B. Quigg, of Wilmington, to examine and report 
upon the charges of fraud and irregularities in Dr. Lanahan’s report 
(pages 17 to 21 inclusive—s'atements one to five) upon the question 
of frauds in the Printing Department. 

4, A committee, consisting of D. N. Cooley, of lowa; Wm. Deering, 
of Maine: W. J. Moses, of Central New York, upon the charges of 
fraud and irregularities in the Binding Department, including state- 
ments six to eleven inclusive—pages 21 to 24 of Dr. Lanahan’s 
report. 

5. A committee, consisting of John Owen, of Detroit; J. C. M’In- 
tosh, of South-eastern Indiana; W. H. Olin, of Wyoming, to examine ~ 
statements twelve to seventeen inclusive, of Dr. Lanahan’s report as 
to fraud in making false reports of amounts of material used and 
the work turned out from the Binding Department. 

6. Also, a committee of three, consisting of L. J. Critchfiela, of 
Ohio; J. B. M’Cullough, of Philadelphia; G. F. Gavitt, of Providence, 
to examine the evidence in relation to statements 18, 19, and.Z0 in 
Dr. Lanahan’s report, charging false entries in the books of the Book 
Concern. 

7. Also, a committee, consisting of W. H. H. Beadle, of Des 
Moines; C. R. Brown, of Michigan; A. Bradley, of Pittsburgh, to 
examine and report upon all the facts in relation to the publications 
of the several experts. 

After all the Sub-Committees had made the examinations practi- 
cable in the time at their disposal, and had submitted their several 
reports in writing to the Special Committee, and the several mem- 
bers of said Committees had been questioned before the whole Com- 
mittee as to the evidence examined and the facts found by them, and 
after hearing the other evidence before the Committee, your Com- 
mittee, pursuant to its rules of order, went into private session with 
closed doors, to consider and discuss the said several questions 
raised in the charges preferred and the questions proposed to be 
considered and voted upon. 

There were present at roll-call at this private session fifty-nine 
of the Special Committee, which was about the average number 
who have been present and examined said case during our sittings. 

Thereupon we proceeded to vote upon the questions as per order 
of proceeditigs above quoted, to wit: 

1. On the first clause of Question 1, ‘‘Have frauds been prac- 
ticed in the Printing Department?” the question was decided in the 
negative. Ayes 7; noes 50. 

2. On a vote on the second clause of said question, ‘‘ Have frauds 
been practiced in the bindery by which the Book Concern has sus- 
tained loss?” it was decided in the affirmative by a vote of ayes 49; 
noes 6. 

3. On a vote on the third clause of said question, “ Have frauds 
been practiced in any other department by which the Concern has 
sustained loss?” the question was decided in the negative by a vote 
of ayes 7; noes 47. 

4. Question 2. ‘‘Have there been any irregularities in the manage- 
ment of the business of the Concern, by which losses have been or 
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might have been sustained?” was decided in the affirmative by a 
vote of ayes 46; noes 7. 

5. Question 3. ‘* Have losses, if any, been of such magnitude as 
to endanger the financial strength of the Concern, or tu materially 
impair its capital?” was decided in tle negative by a vote of ayes 
3; noes 48. 

6. Question 4. “Were the business methods of the departments 
such as to afford opportunities for frauds and peculations by subor- 
dinates?” The first clanse of the question, as above quoted, was 
decided in the affirmative—ayes 49; noes 4. 

7. The second clause, to wit: ‘Is it reasonable to presume that 
such frauds or peculations, if committed, could have been prevented 
by the enforcement of more thorough and business-like methods? ” 

This also was decided in the atlirmative by a vote of ayes 31; 
noes 20. 

8. Question 5. “ Are there reasonable grounds to presume that any 
Agent or Assistant Agent is or has been implicated or interested in 
any frauds that may have been practiced in the Concern?” 

This question was decided in the negative, one only voting in the 
affirmative. ~ 

9. Question 6. ‘“‘ Ave the present methods of accounts and modes 
of conducting the business such as to insure reasonable and ordi- 
nary protection against frauds and irregularities? ” 

This was decided in the affirmative by a vote of ayes 42; noes 12. 

10. Question 7. “Is the report of the Agents to this General Con- 
ference a fair exhibit of the assets and liabilities of the Concern?” 

This was decided in the affirmative by the following vote: ayes 
44; noes 3. 

Your Committee, therefore, after as careful an examination of all 
the evidence at hand bearing upon the subject submitted to us as it 
has been possible for us in the time at our disposal to give to it, arrive 
at the conclusion that repeated frauds have been practiced upon 
the Book Concern. 

These frauds are found in the manufacturing department, and are 
located chiefly, if not wholly, in the bindery. Mr. Hoffman was 
superintendent of this department at the time of the perpetration of 
these frauds, and the evidence indicates that for a series of years 
he carried on a system of frauds by which the Concern sustained 
very considerable losses, the amount of which it is impossible to in- 
dicate with accuracy. . 

‘1. Weare of the opinion that the business methods of this depart- 
ment were formerly such as to afford opportunities for frauds and 
peculations by subordinates, which these investigations show have 
been taken advantage of. 

2. Your Committee concur with Mr. Kilbreth in the statement 
made by him in his report before us, in which he says that “in 
former years it is apparent that there was a great lack of system in 
the business transactions of the house, as shown on the books, and 
a great deal of confusion and careless book-keeping; ” as also in his 
further statement that ‘the business entries of the years 1862 and 
1864, including also the bindery and periodical account of 1861, are 
totally inexcusable as specimens of accounts.” 

3. Your Committee also find that the losses sustained by frauds 
and irregularities are not of such magnitude as to endanger the 
financial strength of the Book Concern, nor to materially impair its 
capital. 

4. That there are no reasonable grounds or proofs to justify an 
assumption that any Agent or Assistant Agent is or has been im- 
plicated or interested in any frauds which have been practiced on 


the Book Concern. pecs 
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the business are such as to insure reasonable and ordinary protec- 
tion against frauds and irregularities, yet they are not altogether 
perfect. 

6. In reference to the purchasing of paper through Mr. James F. 
Porter, we concur with Mr. Kilbreth, “that under all the circum- 
stances of the case, we unhesitatingly regard it as a decided business 
impropriety.” 

7. We deem it proper to refer to the transactions of the Book 
Concern with Messrs. Brown Bros. & Co., (see Mr. Kilbreth’s re- 
port, page 48,) because it was an unauthorized use of the credit of 
the Book Concern for the benefit of outside parties; and although 
there was in this case noloss to the Book Concern, and we may 
reasonably believe the motives which prompted to the act were to 
promote the interests of the Concern, and to accommodate the Mis- 
sionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, yet to 
guard against its influence as a precedent, we call your attention to 
it as an error fraught with peril to the interests of the Book Con- 
cern, which should not be sanctioned. 

8. As to question seven, submitted for our consideration, wheth- 
er the report of the Agents for 1871 ‘is a fair exhibit of the 
assets and liabilities of the Concern,” we report that no testimony 
was introduced before the whole Committee on that subject, though 
several members of the Committee examined such evidence at the 
Book Room as was available. As the exhibit is made up in parts 
of estimated values of real estate and other property belonging to 
the Concern, such estimates must depend largely for their reliability 
upon the good judgment of the persons making up such exhibit. 

It is perhaps sufficient to say that your Committee have no evi- 
dence before them tending to show that the exhibits should be 
different from what they are. 

Appreciating the important duties devolved upon us, and with an 
earnest desire to reach just conclusions, your Committee have 
labored earnestly to discover the facts involved, and arrive at just 
conclusions embraced within the scope of the authority conferred 
upon us. We submit the foregoing as a summary of our con- 
clusions. é 


J. M. Buckley moved that we now proceed to the 
election of Book Agents, and the motion prevailed. 

G. W. Woodruff rose to a question of official privi- 
lege, and presented the following paper: 

Whereas, Bishop Harris was the Secretary of this Conference for 
the first twenty-three days of this session, and during his occu- 
pancy of the office a resolution was passed instructing the Secretary 
to edit the Journal; therefore, 

Resolved, That Bishop Harris be requested, if compatible with his 
other duties, to carry out the purpose of the original appointment, 


and that he also be requested to edit the forthcoming Discipline of 
the Church, 


When the Secretary had read this paper, Bishop 
Harris informed the Conference that he would accept 
the appointment, provided the Secretary, G. W. 
Woodruff, might be associated with him in the editing 
of the Journal and the Discipline. The motion of the 
Secretary was then modified accordingly, and adopted 
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as follows, to wit: that Bishop Harris and G. W. 
Woodruff be appointed to edit the Journal and 
Discipline. 

On motion, it was ordered that the roll be called for 
the reception of ballots in the election of Book Agents. 

On motion of W. F. Cowles, it was ordered that 
a vote be taken for two Agents on the same ballot. 

The roll was then called, and the tellers received 
the ballots of the Conference and retired to count the 
vote. 

On. motion of K. P. Jervis, the order of business 
was suspended, and the following resolutions were 
read and adopted: 

Resolved, 1. That the superannuated members of Hast Genesee 
Annual Conference shall be divided between the Central and West- 
ern New York Conferences in proportion to the numbers of effect- 
ive men assigned to said Conferences respectively. 

Resolved, 2. That the action taken yesterday, dividing the terri- 
tory of Hast Genesee Conference between the Central and Western 
New York Conferences, shall not be operative for the destruction 


of said Hast’ Genesee Conference until the first day of September 
next. 


Bishop Janes rose to a question of privilege, and 
suggested that, in view of the complications arising 
from the reconstruction of Conference lines in Central 
and Western New York, that it would be necessary 
that there should be a session of the Central New 
York Conference this fall. 

R. Nelson moved that this Conference approves of 
this suggestion of the Bishop, and the motion pre- 
vailed. 

L. C. Queal moved that the division of Conference 
Claimants in the new Central New York and North- 
ern New York Conferences be made on the basis of 
the number of effective preachers in said Conferences. 

A. J. Phelps offered the following substitute, which 
was read and adopted namely. 


That a Commission be appointed, consisting of three from each 
of the newly-constructed Conferences, namely: Western New York, 
Central New York, and Northern New York Conferences, to be 
nominated by the delegates of said Conferences, whose duty it 
shall be to fix the Conference relations of the superannuated and 
supernumerary preachers and widows and orphans of deceased 
preachers whose relations have been unsettled by said reconstruc- 
tion, and report at their earliest convenience through the Northern 
Advocate and the Christian Advocate. ‘ 
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D. M. Bates, from the Special Committee, presented 
a report on the alleged irregularity of the sixth ballot 
for editor of the Ladies’ Repository. 

A motion was made for the adoption of the report. 

J. S. M’Calmont moved, as a substitute, that the 
election of editor of the Ladies’ Repository be or- 
dered void, and that we now proceed to elect that 
editor. 

The substitute was laid on the table by a count vote 
of 163 to 181. 

I. C. Pershing moved that we now proceed to. elect 
an editor for the Ladies’ Repository. 

William Cooper called for the previous question ; 
the call was sustained, and the motion of I. C. 
Pershing was lost, and the report of the Committee 
was adopted by a count of 194 to 109, as follows: 


REPORT ON ELECTION OF EDITOR OF THE LADIES’ 
REPOSITORY. : 


The Committee to which was referred the subject of a suggested 
irregularity in the sixth balloting for editor of the Ladies’ Reposi- 
tory, with instructions to report what action, if any, should be 
taken by the Conference in the premises, respectfully reports as 
follows: 

The facts material to the subject, as far as the Committee can 
ascertain them, are these: On the balloting referred to, the votes 
were collected in hats by seven tellers, who immediately retired 
from the Conference room, and, with the assistance of the Secretaries, 
proceeded to ascertain the result. The tellers counted the votes in 
sections separately, after which the sections met together, in order 
to ascertain and state the aggregate result. 

The result of the count as then ascertained was that 369 votes 
were cast, of which 185 were necessary to a choice; that J. A. 
M’Cauley had received 185 votes, E. Wentworth 180 votes, and 
that there were four scattering votes. After this result was ascer- 
tained three of the tellers, among whom was E. H. Waring, re- 
turned to the Conference floor, leaving the other tellers, with a 
Secretary, to make the usual written statement. As Mr. Waring 
passed from the room occupied by the tellers into the Conference 
room a member of the Conference observed a small slip of paper 
lodged in his hair. The member followed him to his seat, and, 
taking up the slip of paper from the floor, where it had fallen as 
Mr. Waring sat down, handed it to him. 

On examination it was found to contain the name “ H. Went- 
worth.” Mr. Waring immediately returned to the tellers’ room, 
where four of the tellers still remained, together with one of the 
Secretaries, the Secretary being in the act of making out a state- 
ment of the result of the balloting in the usual form, to be handed 
to the présiding Bishop. The slip being shown to the tellers pres- 
ent, they concluded, after some conversation, that it had been cast 
as a vote in the balloting just taken, and they added it to the num- 
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ber before counted. The effect of such addition was to make the 
whole number of votes cast 370 instead of 369, and the number 
necessary to a choice 186 instead of 185, the number cast for Dr. 
M’Cauley, thus causing a failure to elect. 

The Secretary had, before Mr. Waring returned, stated in writing 
the whole number of votes cast and the number necessary to a 
choice, as ascertained by the original count; but after the decision 
of the tellers present to count as a vote the slip brought in by Mr. 
Waring, the Secretary amended the statement so far as it had been 
written, and completed it, giving to HE. Wentworth the additional 
vote. The statement was then handed to the Bishop, who read it 
to the Conference, and announced that there was a failure to elect. 
Another balloting was taken, in which Dr. Wentworth received a 
majority of all the votes cast, and was declared elected. No objec- 
tion has been made to the mode. of taking or counting this last 
vote. ; 

Your Committee is of opinion that the discovery of what was 
supposed to be an additional ballot, after a count had been made, 
and the tellers had separated, ought to have been reported to the 
Conference for its action, and that the counting of such ballot by 
four of the seven tellers, after three had returned to the Conference 
floor, was an irregularity. We also think that, notwithstanding 
the action of the four tellers, and the written statement made and 
read to the Conference, showing on its face a failure to elect, the 
Conference may properly inquire into the state of the vote, and 
should it appear on such inquiry that Dr. M’Cauley did receive a 
majority of all the votes cast in that balloting, the Conference may 
declare him elected; and this it may do, although under a subse- 
quent balloting Dr. Wentworth received a majority of votes then 
cast, and was declared elected. 

An elective body before its final adjournment has, upon general 
principles, the power, until a person declared to be elected has 
been inducted into the office, to correct mistakes or irregularity, and 
' to ascertain and give effect to the true result of a vote before taken. 
This power is left by the Discipline to rest in the sound discretion 
of the General Conference, subject to no conditions or prescribed 
rules of procedure. It is, however, in the judgment of your Com- 
mittee, a power to be exercised sparingly and with much caution. 
In the present case, to justify the Conference in setting aside the 
declared result of the last balloting in favor of Dr. Wentworth, it 
should appear beyond a reasonable doubt that Dr. M’Cauley re- 
ceived a majority of all the votes cast in the prior balloting, which 
is now under examination. 

We are unable, after careful consideration of all the circum- 
stances, to reach the conclusion that Dr. M’Cauley did receive such 
a majority; on the contrary, we are impressed with the strong 
probability that the slip of paper returned by Mr. Waring was a 
vote cast for Dr. Wentworth in the sixth balloting, and that it had 
become accidentally separated from the other ballots. We think 
that had the circumstances been reported to the Conference, 
that body might have properly allowed the additional vote. We 
therefore recommend that no further action upon the subject be 
taken. 

It will be but just to add that this proceeding has not been taken 
at Dr. M’Cauley’s instance. Neither of the gentlemen named is a 
claimant of the editorship in question, The case has been treated 
not as a contest for the office, but solely as an inquiry by the Gen- 
eral Conference into the régularity of its proceedings. We beg 
leave further to state our conviction that the tellers who 
counted the additional vote acted in good faith and under a sense 
of duty. 
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E. Wentworth then tendered his resignation as 
editor of the Ladies’ Repository. 

J. M. Buckley moved the acceptance of the resigna- 
tion of E. Wentworth, and that we now proceed to 
elect an editor for the Ladies’ Repository. 

The division of the question being called for, the res- 
ignation was accepted, and the motion to proceed to 
elect an editor to fill the vacancy was laid on the table. 

The tellers reported, and the Bishop announced the 
result of the ballot for Book Agents at New York. 

Whole number of votes cast, 375; necessary to a 
choice, 188. 

No person having the requisite number of votes, 
there was no election. 

J. A. Harris, of the Delaware Conference, was granted 
leave of absence on account of sickness in his family. 


On motion, the time was extended to take another 


ballot for Book Agents at New York. 

The tellers received the ballots and retired to count, 
the vote. The Conference then adjourned, the bene- 
diction being pronounced by L. R. Fisk, of Detroit 
Conterence. 


FRIDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 31. 


Conference met pursuant to adjournment, Bishop 
Haven in the chair. 

Religious services were conducted by C. C. Stratton, 
of Oregon Conference. 

The Journal of the morning’s session was read 
and approved. 

The tellers reported, and the Bishop announced the 
result of the second ballot for Book Agents at. New 
York as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 373; necessary to a 
choice, 187. 

Reuben Nelson having received 262 votes, and John 
M. Phillips having received 205 votes, were declared 
duly elected. 

C. D. Hubbard moved that we now proceed to elect 
an editor for the Ladies’ Repository, and the motior 
prevailed. 


—— 
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On motion of B. I. Ives, E. Wentworth was elected 
by acclamation. 

The special Committee of nine, to which was re- 
ferred the memorial from the Preachers’ Association 
of New Orleans, presented its report, which was 
read and adopted as follows: 


The Special Committee, to which was referred: the memorial of 
the New Orleans Preachers’ Meeting of May 23, asking for the elec- 
tion of an additional Bishop who should be of African descent, re- 
spectfully reports: 

That at a meeting of the Committee held May 30, the statements of 
the memorialists and their requests were carefully considered. The 
very reasonable demand that at least “some action may be taken 
which shall assure our people that the Methodist Episcopal Church 
Invites to her altars peoples of every nation, and extends to them 
equal rights in her worship and government,” was responded to 
with great unanimity by the following declaration of facts, which we 
are persuaded will be entirely satisfactory to the memorialists. 

1. A memorial from the preachers of Louisiana Conference, with 
others, in behalf of a Bishop of African descent, was promptly re- 
ferred to the Committee on Episcopacy, carefully considered, and 
reported on as follows: 

“The Committee on Episcopacy respectfully report to the General 
Conference, concerning the election of colored Bishops, that they 
are deeply impressed with the Christian spirit manifested by those 
memorializing the General Conference on this subject. The rapid 
progress our brethren of color are making in all that elevates man- 
kind is most commendable, and we have no doubt there is a future 
of great promise before them. Your Committee would further 
report, that, in their judgment, there is nothing in race, color, or 
former condition that is a bar to an election to the Episcopacy, the 
true course being for us to elect only such persons as are, by their 
pre-eminent piety, endowments, culture, general fitness, and accept- 
ability, best qualified to fill the office.” 

2. The claims of our numerous and noble-hearted membership of 
African descent to a perfect equality of relations with all others in 
our communion are fully recognized by the Discipline, and amply 
demonstrated in the administration of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. There is no word “ white” to discriminate against race or 
color known in our legislation; and being of African descent does 
not prevent membership with white men in Annual Conferences, 
nor ordination at the same altars, nor appointment to Presiding El]d- 
ership, nor election to the General Conference, nor eligibility to the 
highest offices in the Church. 

3. Election to the office of Bishop from among candidates who 
are mutually equals cannot be determined on the ground of color 
or any other special consideration. It can only be by fair and hon- 
orable competition between the friends of the respective candidates. 
And yet the presentation of a well-qualified man of African de- 
scent would doubtless secure very general support, in view of the 
great interests of the Church, which would thereby be more abun- 
dantly promoted. No such opportunity, however, has been af- 
forded at this General Conference. 


378 


May 31. 
'TWENTY-SEV- 
ENTH Day. 
Afternoon. 

E. Wentworth 
elected. 


Report on elec- 
tion of Col- 
ored Bishop. 


R. W. Todd, of Wilmington Conference, was granted RB. W. Todd has 


leave of absence on account of affliction in his family. 


leave of ab- 
sence, 


374 


May 31. 


TWENTY-SEY- 
ENTH Day. 
Afternoon. 

Election of 
Book Agents 
at Cincinnati. 

P. B. Swing 
has leave of 
absence. 

Trustees of the 
Methodist 
Episcopal 
Church, 


New Hymn 
Book. 


T. H. Root not 
granted leave 
of absence. 


Minard Home. 


Paper adopted, 


Education: he- 
port No. VI. 


Motion tolay on 
the table lost. 


Journal of the General Conference. [1872. 


Conference then balloted for two Agents for the 
Western Book.Concern at Cincinnati, and the tellers re- 
ceived the ballots and retired to count the votes. 

Philip B. Swing, lay delegate from Cincinnati Con- 
ference, was granted leave of absence. 

J. M. Trimble presented the report from the special 
Committee appointed to nominate persons to fill vacan- 
cies in the Board of Trustees of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, which was adopted as follows: 

The Committee appointed to nominate persons to fill the vacan- 
cies in the Board of Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
present the following names: Will Cumback, for four years to fill 
vacancy occasioned by death of A. Riddle. For eight years: Jfin- 


asters, I. W. Wiley, Joseph M. Trimble, F. C. Holliday; ZLaymen, 
Edward Sargent, John Cochnower, Amos Shinkle. 


E. Wentworth presented the report of the Special 
Committee on the New Hymn Book. 

F. H. Root, lay delegate from Genesee Conference, 
asked leave of absence for the remainder of the session. 
Leave was not granted. 

T. M. Eddy presented a paper in reference to the 
Minard Home, which was read. 

J. Kiger called for the previous question; the call 
was sustained, and the paper was adopted by a ris- 
ing vote, as follows: 

Whereas, Mr. Abel Minard, of Morristown, New Jersey, has made 
provisions for establishing a Home for the education of female chil- 
dren of such foreign missionaries of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
as may choose to avail themselves of its advantages; also for the 
reception and education of the female orphans or half orphans of 
deceased ministers of our Church, and also of such other female 
orphans or half orphans as the Trustees may admit; and, 

Whereas, A liberal charter has been obtained for said home; and, 

Whereas, It is amply secured to. the Methodist Episcopal Church; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the trust is gratefully accepted, and that the Gen- 


eral Conference commends the Minard Home to the generous liber- 
ality of our Church and the public. 


Alex. Martin moved that the order of business be 
suspended, and Report No. VI of the Committee on 
Education be taken up. The motion prevailed, and 
the report was read. 

A. Martin moved the adoption of section one. 

J. T. Simmons moved that the report be laid on the 
table, but the motion did not prevail. 
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The tellers reported, and the Bishop announced the 
result of the ballot for Book Agents at Cincinnati, as 
follows: - 

Whole number of votes cast, 331; necessary to a 
choice, 169. No person having received the requisite 
number of votes, there was no election. 

The Conference then balloted a second time for 


Book Agents at Cincinnati, and the tellers again re- 


tired to count the vote. 

The Conference thereupon resumed the considera- 
tion of Report No. VI of the Committee on Educa- 
tion. 

S. Barnes called for the previous question, and the 
call was sustained, and section one of the report was 
adopted. 

On motion of A. Martin, the remainder of the re- 
port, except section six, was adopted. 

Section six was then read. 

W. R. Clarke moved that the seat of the Board of 
Education be fixed at Boston. 

J. M. Buckley moved to amend, by fixing it at 
New York. 

B. R. Bonner moved, as a substitute, that it be fixed 
at Saint Louis. 

L. D. White raised a point of order, that these mo- 
tions were not in order; ,but his point of order was not 
sustained, whereupon he appealed from the decision 
of the Chair. 

On motion of G. W. Woodruff, the decision of the 
Chair was sustained. 

The tellers reported, and the Bishop announced the 
result of the second ballot for Book Agents at Cincin- 
nati, as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 331; necessary to a 
choice, 166. 

L. Hitchcock having received 223 votes, and J. M. 
Walden having received 203 votes, were declared 
duly elected. 

On motion of A. Martin, the sixth item of the Re- 
port of the Committee on Education was laid on the 
table, and the report as thus amended was adopted, 
as follows: 
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EDUCATION—REPORT NO. VI. 


The Committee on Education respectfully recommends— 

1. That the General Conference elect a Corresponding Secretary 
of the Board of Education, who shall give his entire time to this 
work, and whose salary shall be fixed and paid by the Board. 

2. That the Board be directed to organize its work at once 
throughout the Church, and to give especial attention to the needs 
of the South and destitute parts of the West. 

3. That in place of the last sentence of paragraph 3, and all of 
paragraph 4, in sec. 1, Part V, of the Discipline, (pp. 236 and 237,) 
the following paragraphs be substituted: ‘4. It shall be the duty of 
each preacher in charge of a circuit or station to take in each soci- 
ety a public collection annually in aid of the work of education.: The 
moneys so received shall be paid over to such auxiliary of the Board 
of Education as the Annual Conference may direct, or, in the ab- 
sence of Annual Conference directions, to the treasury of the Parent 
Board.” ‘5. It is recommended that the second Sunday in June be 
every-where observed as ‘CHILDREN’S DAy;’ and that, wherever 
practicable, a collection be taken in the Sunday-school in aid of the 
‘Sunday-School Fund’ of the Board of Education.” 

4. That in the General Minutes a special column be set apart for 
reports of educational collections. 

5. That the Board be instructed to establish, as early as practi- 
cable, a Bureau for the collection and publication of educational 
statistics, and for bringing into communication instructors seeking 
situations and institutions seeking teachers. 


On motion, the Report of the Special Committee on 
the New Hymn Book was taken up and read, and it 
was moved that it be adopted. 

K. P. Jervis moved to amend by inserting the word 
“Bishops” instead of the words “Kditor of Books of 
the General Catalogue,” and the amendment prevailed. 

The vote then occurred on the motion to adopt the 
report as amended, but the motion did not prevail. 

On motion of T. M. Eddy, Report No. II of Stand- 
ing Committee on the Book Concern was taken up, 
read, and adopted, as follows: 


BOOK CONCERN—REPORT NO. II. 


The Committee has given careful attention to certain papers from 
the Oregon Conference, and also from ministers and laymen of our 
Church in Oregon, asking for certain specified privileges. 

Oregon has heretofore been isolated from the rest of the country, 
but the early completion of the great Northern Pacific Railroad 
will bring it into one neighborhood, and the whole State and adjoin- 
ing territories are already feeling the thrill of a new life. Witha 
large increase of population must come new responsibilities to the 
Church. Wise provision now will be true economy, and we may 
greatly augment the resources of the Book Concern by a slight ex- 
penditure of means. 

The papers referred to us ask: 

1. The purchase of certain lots, advantageously located in the 
city of Portland, for the use of a Book Depository and the offices of 
the Pacific Christian Advocate. It is claimed that the purchase 
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was made on the most favorable terms, and that the property will 
rapidly appreciate in value. It was purchased by a few friends for 
eight thousand dollars, ($8,000,) and is offered to the Church for 
the cost of purchase and accrued interest. 

2. In view of the great distance from any branch of the Book 
Concern, they earnestly desire the establishment of a small De- 
pository, at which shall be kept books of the General Catalogue, 
and Sunday-school and Tract publications. They propose that if 
the Book Concern will advance four thousand dollars ($4,000) for 
the erection of a suitable building they will contribute a like amount. 

3. They represent that the Pacific Christian Advocate, which has 
been aided from time to time by order of the General Conference, is 
now in a flourishing condition, and that with the above provision it 
will require no further pecuniary assistance from the Book Concern. 

But they further suggest that the time has come when the editor 
should be relieved from the charge of the business management of 
the Advocate, and a suitable person should be employed to superin- 
tend the Depository and to manage the business of the Advocate. 

We recommend for adoption the following: 

esolved, 1. That the Discipline be amended so that the paragraph 
on page 260, sec. 6, Part V, shall read, ‘‘The Oregon Annual Con- 
ference shall annually choose a Publishing Committee of five per- 
sons for the Pacific Christian Advocate, who shall also exercise a 
general supervision of the affairs of the Depository at Portland. 

fesolved, 2. That the Book Agents at New York be requested to 
purchase the lots in Block Twenty-seven (27), corner of “D” and 
Third (3) streets, now held for the Church at a cost of eight thou- 
sand dollars ($8,000) gold, and that they also appropriate four thou- 
sand dollars ($4,000) to said Publishing Committee for the erection 
of buildings so soon as said Committee shall raise four thousand 
dollars ($4,000) for the same purpose. 

Resolved, 3. That a stock of books be deposited in Portland, such 
as the Book Agents, in their judgment, shall deem necessary to 
meet the demand, and the aforesaid Publishing Committee shall be 
responsible for the same, and all other effects which the Book Con- 
cern may place in their hands. 


COLORADO DEPOSITORY. 


The Committee has examined the papers referred to its considera- 
tion relating to a Depository and weekly paper at Denver, Colorado, 
and has heard the statements of the delegates from Colorado Con- 
ference. In the request of the memorialists it is not proposed to 
draw upon the resources of the Book Concern, but by a provident 
liberality to meet a want of our work in that region and ultimately 
add to the assets of our Western Publishing House. The following 
resolutions are therefore recommended for adoption : 

Resolved, 1. That the Agents of the Western Book Concern be 
and are hereby directed to establish a Depository of our publica- 
tions at Denver, Colorado, provided they can make such arrange- 
ments for the same as shall secure the Concern from pecuniary loss 
by the operation. 

Resolved, 2. That the said Agents be and are hereby authorized 
and directed to issue a weekly paper at Denver, Colorado, to be 
called the Rocky Mountain Christian Advocate, provided such ar- 
rangements can be made as to secure the Book Concern against loss 
by the same. 

Resolved, 3. That in case the Book Agents shall make arrange- 
ments to publish said paper, they shall notify the Bishops, who 
shall appoint an editor therefor, and the Colorado Conference shall 
annually choose a Publishing Committee of five persons for the same. 
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On motion of W. M’K. Hester, it was ordered that all 
speeches, except on questions of boundaries, be limited 
to five minutes. ; 

C. D. Foss moved that the Report of the Committee 
on Woman’s Work in the Church be received, laid 
on the table, and printed, and the motion pre- 
vailed. : 

On motion of A. Edwards, Report No. III of the 
Committee on the Book Concern was taken up. 

On motion, Conference adjourned. After the dox- 
ology was sung, the benediction was pronounced by 
A. Edwards, of Detroit Conference. 


SATURDAY MORNING, JUNE 1. 


Conference met this morning, Bishop Peck in the 
chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by 
Thomas Kniel, a lay delegate of New England Con- 
ference. 

The Journal of yesterday afternoon’s session. was 
read and approved. 

Report No. III of the Committee on Church Ex- 


_ tension was taken up. 


1.8. Bingham moved to suspend the regular order 
of business. 

E. H. Waring moved to lay the motion to suspend 
on the table, and it was laid on the table. 

W. H. Goode moved to suspend the order of busi- 
ness to consider a matter which he presented, but his 
motion did not prevail. 

J. D. Curtis, reserve delegate from Wilmington 
Conference, was admitted to the seat of R. W. Todd, 
excused by a count vote of 89 to 47. 

W. MW’K. Hester moved to suspend the order of busi- 
ness, and take up the report of the Committee on 
Boundaries, but the motion was lost. 

On motion of A. Martin, the special order of the 
day was taken up, namely, the election of a Corre- 
sponding Secretary of the Board of Education, and 
EK. O. Haven was elected by acclamation. 
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J. S. M’Calmont moved to suspend the order of 
business to allow him to present a petition, and asked 
a division of the question. 


On motion of G. S. Dearborn, this motion was laid 
on the table. 


On motion of A. J. Kynett, it was ordered that the 
roll of Committees be called, and that each Committee 
be allowed to call up one report for action. 

S. W. Thomas moved to suspend the order of busi- 
ness to permit the Committee on Expenses of Dele- 
gates to ask instructions, and the motion prevailed. 

He thereupon offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Expenses of Delegates be in- 
structed to pay the expenses of those reserve delegates who fill 
the places of Bishops elected at this Conference and those who 
came at the request of their delegation to fill the place of delegates 
excused, but in no case to pay traveling expenses of those whc 
came at their own instance and filled the place temporarily. 


H. Slicer moved the suspension of the order of busi- 
ness, but the motion did not prevail. 

Report No. III on the State of the Church was 
taken up and read. 

On motion of J. Kiger the previous question was 
called, and the report adopted by a count vote of 179 
for to 75 against, as follows: 


STATE OF THE CHURCH—REPORT NO. III. 


Sinful Amusements. 


Your Committee has considered a large number of memorials 
and petitions from members of the Church in different sections of 
the land, deploring the sinful amusements too often indulged in oy 
members of the Church; also many resolutions and pastoral ad- 
dresses emanating from Annual Conferences and other official 
bodies belonging to our own and sister denominations.  Influ- 
enced by these, as well as by their own personal observations, 
your Committee is of opinion that there is just cause for alarm, 
and a necessity for General Conference action, in order to arrest, 
if possible, practices which portend so much evil to the Church and 
to the world. 

The General Rules of our Church prohibit such diversions as 
cannot be used in the name of the Lord Jesus; “ the singing those 
songs or reading those books which do not tend to the knowledge 
and love of God.’ This rule is sufficiently comprehensive, but not 
explicit enough to meet the wants of the times. : 

We would therefore recommend that the chapter on imprudent 
conduct (Discipline, page 128) be so amended as to read: : “But, in 
cases of neglect of duty of any kind, imprudent conduct, indulging 
sinful tempers or words, the buying or selling or using intoxicat- 
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ing liquors as a beverage, dancing, playing at games of chance, 
attending theaters, horse races , circuses, dancing parties, or pat- 
ronizing “dancing schools, or taking such other amusements as are 
obviously of misleading or questionable moral tendency, or diso- 
bedience to the order and discipline of the Church.” 


T. M. Eddy called up Report No. III of the Com- 
mittee on the Book Concern, which was read. 

E. Joy moved to amend by striking out Boston and 
inserting Cincinnati as the place of publication of the 
new monthly magazine. 

On motion of C. A. Holmes, this motion was laid on 
the table. 

John Evans moved that that part of the report refer- 
ring to the new monthly magazine be amended by in- 
serting the words, “providing that the Book Con- 
cern be guaranteed against loss.” 

On motion of W. M’K. Hester, the previous ques- 
tion was called, and J. Evans’s amendment was 


adopted, and the report as amended was adopted, as 
follows : 


BOOK CONCERN—REPORT NO. III. 


The Standing Committee on the Book Concern beg leave to re- 
port concerning the following items referred to their consideration: 


NEW MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 


After full deliberation and debate we have come to the conclu- 
sion that the time has fully come when the Methodist Episcopal 
Church should take another advanced step in the matter of giving 
improved periodical reading to her membership and constituency. 
We believe that there is a large demand for a first-class monthly 
magazine, devoted to the religious, scientific, and general literary 
questions of the day. We further believe that cogent arguments 
indicate that such a magazine should be published in Boston. We 
therefore propose the following resolutions, and recommend their 
adoption : 

Resolved, 1. That the Agents of the Book Concern at New York 
be and hereby are authorized and recommended to establish a 
Methodist monthly magazine in Boston, under the management of 
the Boston Wesleyan Association : Provided, that a satisfactory 
arrangement can be made between the said ‘Agents and Associa- 
tion, and provided that the Book Concern be guaranteed against loss. 

Resolved, 2. That in case such magazine is established, the Board 
of Bishops shall appoint an editor therefor, who shall hold office 
until the next General Conference. 

In further reference to certain propositions affecting this ques- 
tion, we submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it is not expedient at the present time to make 
any essential modifications in the character of the Quarterly Review 
or Ladies’ Repository, but we recommend to the Agents of the Book 
Concern and to the Book Committee the exercise of a liberal policy 
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in furnishing the means for giving all possible improvement to these 
periodicals - 

We further submit the following: 

Resolved, 1. That we recommend to the Agents the most favora- 
ble consideration of the proposition to employ a lady associate or 
assistant editor on the Ladies’ Repository and the Golden Hours. 

Fesolved, 2. That it is not expedient at present to elect a general 
book editor for the Book Concern at New York distinct from the 
editor of the Quarterly Review, but that, in our judgment, in- 
creased attention should be given to the editing and publication of 
new books by the employment of all necessary assistance. 


Bishop Simpson presented the Report of the Bishops 
on nomination of Managers of our Benevolent So- 
cieties, which was read and adopted, as follows : 


MANAGERS OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Ministers—John P. Durbin, Thomas Carlton, Joseph Holdich, John 
A. Roche, Daniel Wise, James M. Tuttle, Cyrus D. Foss, Morris D’C. 
Crawford, Daniel Curry, Henry B. Ridgaway, Albert S. Hunt, Stephen 
D. Brown, John Lanahan, Otis H. Tiffany, Lewis R. Dunn, Thomas 
M. Eddy, Albert D. Vail, Aaron K. Sanford, Robert H. Pattison, 
James A. M. Chapman, John F. Hurst, John Miley, John B. Mer- 
win, George F. Kettell, William F. Butler, John M. Reid, Robert L. 
Dashiell, Reuben Nelson, William M’ Allister, Christian F. Grimm, 
Richard Vanhorne, William F. Warren. 

Laymen—William B. Skidmore, John Falconer, William Trus- 
low, Enoch L. Fancher, James H. Taft, Timothy A. Howe, Hiram 
M. Forrester, Henry J. Baker, John 8. M’Lean, John French, John 
H. Ockershausen, Stephen Crowell, Oliver Hoyt, Charles C. North, 
Gilbert Oakley, Charles H. Fellows, Samuel U. F. Odell, Isaac 
Odell, Oliver H. P. Archer, George J. Ferry, Joseph F. Knapp, 
Jonathan O. Fowler, John Stephenson, James M. Fuller, George I. 
Seney, George G. Reynolds, Clinton B. Fisk, Andrew V. Stout, 
Stephen Barker, Theodore Runyon, Alexander Ervin, John 
Whiteman, 


MANAGERS OF THE CHURCH EXTENSION SOCIETY. 


Ministers—Alpha J. Kynett, Joseph Castle, Robert H. Pattison, 
William Cooper, William ©. Robinson, Joseph Mason, Goldsmith D. 
Carrow, Heury B. Ridgaway, Henry W. Warren, Samuel W. 
Thomas, William L. Gray, William M’Combs, Thomas C. Murphy, 
William J. Paxson, Charles H. Payne, J. B. M’Collough, J. Walker 
Jackson, 8. Pancoast, Geo. W. Maclaughlin, S. E. Post, H. A. Cleve- 
land, EH. H. Stokes, Peter J. Cox, 8. H. C. Smith, J. W. Langley, 
William H. Elliott, James Cunningham, Joseph Welch, F. W. Flock- 
en, J. D. Elbert, H. Jolly, J. D. Curtis. 

Laymen—Thomas T. Tasker, Sen., Colson, Heiskell, Thomas T. 
Mason, Jobn Hunter, Charles Spencer, L. C. Simon, James Long, 
Horace Sharp, R. England, Benjamin Schofield, A. V. Stout, John 
W. Hicks, Charles Scott, Joseph Thompson, D. H. Bowen, J. H. 
Thornley, William G. Spencer, A. H. De Haven, John F. Keen, 8. 
S. White, T. M. Greenbank, W. H. Sutton, M. E. Clarke, Davis N. 
Sinn, Wesley Stretch, George. W. Hill, I. S. Custar, James Bowker, 
H. W. Drakeley, H. Remington, Frank B. Hines, William H. West. 
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MANAGERS OF THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 


Ministers—J. H. Vincent, D. Wise, T. Carlton, W. H. De Puy, 
Elihu Grant, M. D’C. Crawford, C. D. Foss, A. D. Vail, J. M. Freeman, 
G. H. Whitney, B. K. Peirce, Henry M. Simpson, A. L. Brice, L. R. 
Dunn, J. H. Cookman, S. H. Platt, G. L. Taylor, R. M. Stratton,-W. 
C. Steel, J. C. Thomas, J. Porter, J. 8. Porter, A. M’Lean, C. S. 
Brown, W. T. Hill, D. Sherman, C. E. Harris, D. H. Ela, G. W. 
Woodruff, Benjamin M. Adams, Charles Fletcher, J. H. Sweres. 

Laymen—H. D. Rolph, C. H. Applegate, 8. J. Goodenough, Will- 
iam Truslow, David Terry, C. R. Disosway, James Davis, 8. A. 
Purdy, Joseph Longking, John Pullman, Joel Sammis, Will- 
iam Morgan, Ira Perego, Jr., E. H. Brown, J. B. Crawford, John 
Young, James Little, B. F. Clark, E. 8. Halsted, D. Denham, Jr., 
Jeremiah Mundell, Thomas Nicholson, Orange Judd, John Bentley, 
John Truslow, T. D. Camp, A. G. Newman, C. H. Stocking, J. T. 
Martin, A. G. Haughton, 8. W. Andrews, J. B. Cornell. 


MANAGERS OF THE TRACT SOCIETY. 


Ministers—Thomas Carlton, James Porter, Daniel Wise, Stephen 
D. Brown, M. D’C. Crawford, Lewis R. Dunn, Reuben C. Putney, 
John Lanahan, A. L. Brice, G. Hollis, W. H. De Puy, J. P. Her- 
mance, G. W. Woodruff, R. M. Stratton, J. B. Faulks, J. F. Richmond, 
G. F. Kettell, John E. Gorse, 0. 8. Brown, A. H. Wyatt, W. P. 
Estes, J. B. Merwin, J. M. Freeman, R. Meredith, A. M’Lean, 
I. Simmons, J. 8. Willis, J. M. Buckley, Charles Laren, D. W. Bar- 
tine, M. KE. Ellison, J. E. Cookman. 

Laymen—David Terry, William Truslow, Timothy A. Howe. 
W.H. Dikeman, Ira Perego, Jr., Joel Sammis, William Morgan, 
Ebenezer H. Brown, 8. J. Goodenough, C. R. Disosway, S. A. 
Purdy, J..O. Fowler, Jeremiah Mundell, John E. Stevens, Daniel 
Denham, Jr., Hiram Merritt, C. H. Applegate, Elihu Grant, John 
French, Freeborn G. Smith, B. R. Hard, M. H. Treadwell, W. J. 
Coffin, J. M. Thorp, H. D. Degen, J. Milton Cornell, John Cottier, 
8. H. Vandewater, Walter Pinckney, E. B. Treat, A. T. Serrell, 
James M’Gee. 


MANAGERS OF THE FREEDMEN’S AID SOCIETY. 


Ministers—J. F. Chalfant, L. F. Van Cleve, J. W. Weakley, J. F. 
Marlay, A. Lowrey, J. M. Walden, L. Hitchcock, F. 8. Hoyt, E. G. 
Wood, D. Rutledge, J. C. Middleton, J. M. Trimble, D. Stevenson, 
W.H. Black, J. C. Harrison, A. 8. Lakin, F. A. Hester, W. L. 
Muir, F, C. Holliday, W. H. Goode, E.. Wentworth, W. Nast, James 
Lynch, H. Leibhart, M. W. Taylor, B. N. Spahr, G. Moody, R. M. 
Hatfield, E. House, C. W. Ketcham, R. D. Robinson, D. P. Jones. 

Laymen—M. B. Hagans, Edward Sargent, C. W. Brooke, J. R. 
Wright, W. Wood, Joseph F. Larkin, C. W. Rowland, Harvey 
De Camp, John Cochenour, J. M. Phillips, William Glenn, R. Dy- 
mond, J. Gamble, Jr., William Johnson, G. Warrington, C. O. 
Edwards, R. P. Thompson, Grant Goodrich, E. P. Cook, I. Corwin, 
P. B. Swing, L. J. Critchfield, Amos Shinkle, H. K. Lindsay, W. W. 
Peabody, Thad. Reamey, Alfred Taylor, H. S. Lane, B. R. Bonner, 
H. 8. Bundy, J. C. M’Intosh, C. H. Wolff. 


It was moved that the Bishops have power to fill 
vacancies that may occur before acts of incorporation 
are obtained, and the motion prevailed. 
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The report of the Committee on Temperance was 
taken up and read. 

S. D. Brown moved to lay on the table so much of 
the report as refers to the appointment of a Committee 
in the Quarterly Conference, and the motion prevailed. 

The fifth resolution of the report was laid on the 
table. ‘ ‘ 

F. G. Hibbard moved, that in lieu of so much of 
the report as requires pastors to take a collection 
we substitute the words, ‘“‘ We commend the same 
to the favorable consideration of our people.” 

On motion of L. C. Queal, this item of the report 
was laid on the table. 

On motion of E. H. Waring, the item relating to 
temperance hymns was stricken out. 

I. A. Hammer moved to strike out so much of the 
section as prevents our signing petitions for parties 
asking license to sell liquor for proper purposes. 

On motion of E. H. Waring, this amendment was 
laid on the table. 

On motion of A. J. Kynett, the previous question 
was called, and resolutions 1, 2, 3, 4, and 8 were 
adopted ; section 5 was withdrawn, and sections 6 and 
7 were stricken out ; and the report, as thus amended 
with the numbers changed, was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE. 


Believing, as we do, the Church of Christ represents and em- 
bodies the only true principles of individual and national reform, it 
is our settled conviction’ that we must rely mainly for the success 
of the Temperance cause on her leadership and co-operation. 

From the very first our Church has been bold and emphatic in 
her utterances and measures against the evils of intemperance. 

She has waged an uncompromising and vigorous war against 
this, the dire foe of humanity and Christian civilization. She has 
clearly defined her position, unqualifiedly condemning both the 
sale and use of intoxicating drinks as a beverage. While we recog- 
nize this historic fact as of special significance, it is, nevertheless, 
true that the work of death has not yet ceased. 

Intemperance still continues with unabated fury, spreading its 
desolating influences, like the dark wing of a tempest, over Christian 
and heathen lands. 

It is, however, an occasion of rejoicing that the outlook is now 
more hopeful. Public sentiment is being aroused and directed in 
the right channel. In the influences that centralize in and around 
our National Congress, there has been a marked change for the bet- 
ter. It is not now, as formerly, deemed an essential part of the 
courtesies of social life to proffer the wine-glass or other liquors. 
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A higher Christian sentiment is gaining the ascendency. We hail 
this as the dawn of a new era in the temperance reform. 

We may here note another feature or fact that gives promise of 
more definite and beneficial results. The State is waking up to the 
magnitude of the interests involved, and is beginning to comprehend 
the necessities of the case. Civil legislation, wise and heroic, is 
tightening its hold on the monster intemperance, and aiming a death- 
blow at the very seat of its vitality. We believe the temperance 
law recently enacted in Illinois and some of the other States will 
prove no doubtful experiment, but will rather demonstrate the ex- 
pediency of such a statutory provision, and is a harbinger of the 
complete and ultimate triumph of the temperance cause. God speed 
the day ! 

Let not the Church falter in view of the approaching crisis, but 
let her gird on her armor anew for the battle. Now is the time for 
action—action earnest, persistent, well-directed. 

While we are prepared to reaffirm our former views and commit- 
ments on this question, we believe we ought, if possible, as a 
Church, to take more advanced ground in enunciating a more 
elevated and compréhensive platform of principle, and in clearly, 
boldly marking out the lines of policy to be pursued. 

We therefore recommend for adoption the following: 

Resolved, 1. That; we are more than ever convinced of the abso- 
lute need of total legal prohibition as a condition of the removal 
and cure of the evils of intemperance, and we here pledge our ut- 
most endeavors to inaugurate so wise and salutary a dispensation. 

Resolved, 2. That while we can never be satisfied with any thing 
less than the entire destruction of the liquor traffic, yet we can but 
regard as a step toward that end the enactment of laws making this 
vast system of iniquity responsible for the losses and woes which 
have been so recklessly inflicted upon a long-suffering and too pa- 
tient people. : 

Resolved, 3. That we not only regard the manufacture, sale, or the 
using of intoxicating drinks, as a beverage, morally wrong, but we 
also most earnestly protest against our members giving any counte- 
nance to the liquor traffic by signing petitions for license, by voting 
to grant licenses, by rentiug property for such purposes, or by direct- 
ly helping in any other way to promote intemperance. Any one thus 
acting is guilty of unchristian conduct, and is subject to disciplinary 
action. 

Resolved, 4. That we should make special effort to secure the 
nomination and election to office of strictly temperance men. 

Resolwed, 5. That we recommend the use of unfermented wine 
on our sacramental occasions. 


The delegates from Conferences in Central and 
Western New York presented the following report, 
which was adopted : 


The delegates from the Conferences concerned beg leave to nom- 
inate as Commissioners for distribution of their superannuated 
preachers, under the order made by the General Conference yester- 
day, the following named persons, to wit: 


Central New York Conference—L. C. Queal, A.J. Phelps, T. Tousey. 

Northern New York Conference—I. 8. Bingham, B. 8. Wright, 
A. B. Gregg. 

Western New York Conference—R. L. Waite, E. E. Chambers, 
K. P. Jervis. 
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On motion of I. §. Bingham, the name “ Northern 
New York” was substituted for “ Ontario” in the re 
port of the Committee on Boundaries as the name of 
the new Conference created. 

The report of the Committee on the Bible Cause 
was taken up, read, and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT ON AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Your Committee has examined the affairs and operations of the 
American Bible Society, and find them to be in the highest degree 
satisfactory and cheering. It isa grand and efficient agency, es- 
tablished under the wise providence of God, for helping forward 
the evangelization of the world. It furnishes the bread of life, not 
only to the destitute in our own land, but supplies the missionary in 
heathen climes with the word of God, which is ‘‘the sword of the 
Spirit,” thus enabling him to make permanent the triumphs of the 
Gospel over the powers of darkness. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church has for many years recognized 
this Society as the best agency for supplying the world with the Holy 
Scriptures, and is fairly represented in the management of the Bible 
House in New York, and in the local and traveling agencies 
throughout the country. Dr. William H. Allen, President of Girard 
College, was, in March last, elected President of this Society; the 
right man in the right place. 

Grants of books have been liberally and cheerfully made to our 
missions, both foreign and domestic; also to our Sunday-schools at 
home and abroad. 

The income of the Society for the last four years, including dona- 
tions and payments for books sold, shows a gratifying increase over 
that of the preceding quadrennial term. The aggregate for four 
years ending with 1868 was $2,777,672 85; that for the four years 
ending with 1872 was $2,898,181 59, an increase of $120,508 174. 
This increase would have been larger but for the terrible conflagra- 
tions in Chicago and the North-west. The effects of these great 
calamities were felt not only upon the ground but over all the 
country, and caused a decrease in the donations and the sales of 
books. 

The receipts of the Society from all sources for each of the pre- 
ceding four years were as follows: 








TUTE in cate ia Cag ge a $731,734 73 
TET) «Bis ns oo 3 OER ORL EEE AD Ee es 747,058 69 
STO ieee eee: mr tn se Sea as 729,464 70 
Siero Fp ch bith aa RAR 689,923 47 

Totalareete Meet rele wotaiv asm: $2,898,181 59 


The whole number of books printed and issued by the Society 
during the last four years has amounted to 4,921,849, in more than 
sixty different languages and dialects. The whole number of yol- 
umes issued during fifty-six years is 28,780,969. 

The foreign work has very greatly increased in the last four 
years. China, Japan, India, Siam, Turkey, including Bulgaria, 
Egypt, Germany, Switzerland, Norway, Sweden, Spain, Italy, South 
America, and Africa, have shared in the Society’s bounty. An agent, 
Rev. Wm. H. Norris, was sent last February to San Domingo, to as- 
certain the feasibility of spreading the word of God in that island. 
He reports the prospects favorable for its extensive circulation. 
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Doors are still opening for the reception of the sacred Scriptures. 
All Italy, and even the city of Rome, are now accessible, and invite 
the labors of colporteurs and Bible agents. This affords not only 
ground for rejoicing, but, in view of the recent decision of the 
Roman Church, declaring the infallibility of the Pope, it should 
stimulate all who love the cause of Christianity to greater exertions 
to supply this interesting and important field. 

The following are the amounts collected from the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church during the last four years, as taken from the Annual 
Minutes ; 





LOGS SF ee Ad Ba ee Ream eee ee $99,060 28 
SOO tecevansgeverniterece le wraeartareeieete eh acerauater eters 93,048 35 
USTOA een cao eee ee cere Meee ee 84,711 61 
INS Asana amon doddtaooh Coobetan esac koe 84,107 28 

Wotalifor-the four years. cj. cles cieies- isis 2 $360,927 52 


This amount is less than that really donated, inasmuch as it does 
not include individual donations and legacies sent directly to the 
Parent Society at New York. 

Wherever there are Methodist missions, the Bible Society has 
cheerfully and liberally supplied their wants. 

Your Committee would respectfully submit for adoption the fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

Resolved, 1. By the General Conference of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, that we have great reason to rejoice in the continued 
and growing success of the American Bible Society, and that we 
regard it as the best and most efficient agency for the diffusion of 
the Holy Scriptures throughout the world. 

Resolved, 2. That the relations of our Church with the American 
Bible Society have been most cordial and satisfactory, and that we 
commend it to the continued confidence and beneficence of our 
people. 

Resolved, 3. That in view of the great work which it has already 
accomplished, and the increasing demands upon its resources from 
the recent opening of new and important fields for the distribution 
of the Bible, we should put forth still greater efforts to add to 
its funds, that it may be able to meet these demands, and thus 
speed still more rapidly the progress of Christianity over the world. 


The Report of the Special Committee on Insurance 
was taken up and read, and J. Rothweiler moved its 
adoption. 

J. Kiger called for the previous question, but the 
call was not sustained. 

On motion of J. Miley, the report was indefinitely 
postponed. 

The Report of the Special Committee on the Metro- 
politan Church was presented, read, and adopted, as 
follows : 


REPORT ON METROPOLITAN CHURCH. 


The action of the previous General Conferences has fully recog- 
nized the Metropolitan Church as a ‘‘connectional enterprise.” It 
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has been erected under the highest sanction of the Church, and for 
the people of the whole country. 

Fully appreciating the sympathy of the General Conference in the 
past, a memorial has been forwarded by U.*. Grant, S. P. Chase, 
and others, Trustees of the property. They report that since the 
last General Conference the house has been dedicated; that it has 
been constantly thronged with a multitude of hearers, many of them 
strangers representing all parts of our Republic, and, indeed, other 
lands. They report that since the dedication valuable improve- 
ments have been made-and paid for, such as the erection of a beau- 
tiful spire, and the placing within it a chime of bells; and a float- 
ing debt of twenty-five thousand dollars has been extinguished. * 

But there remains a funded debt of fifty thousand dollars, 
a sum too entirely large to be met by the local congrega- 
tion. The heavy ‘interest account” is too much to be long 
endured. 

Quoting from the report of 1868: “In view of its denominational 
and national character,” and further, in view of the inability of the 
District of Columbia to erect such a building forthe accommodation 
of strangers, thougl they stand ready to do their full proportion in 
extinguishing the funded debt; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That the General Conference earnestly commends to 
the Church as worthy of generous assistance the Metropolitan 
Memorial Church of Washington city. 

Resolved, 2. That the*General Conference is gratified with the 
full exhibit made by the Trustees in their memorial, showing, as it 
does, the careful management of this great interest. 


L. Hitchcock asked leave to present a resolution in 
reference to the Scandinavian work; but leave was 
not granted. 

J. T. Crane presented drafts of replies to the sev- 
eral fraternal bodies, prepared by the Committee on 
Fraternal Relations, namely: 1. Reply to the British 
Conference; 2. Reply to the Irish Wesleyan Methodist 
Conference ; 3. Reply to the Methodist Conference of 
the Wesleyan Church in Eastern British America. 

The Report of the Committee on Fraternal Relations 
concerning an order for the reception of Fraternal 
Delegates hereafter was taken up, read, and adopted, 
as follows: 


The Committee on Fraternal Relations has considered the ques- 
tion of the “practicability of bringing the communications of cor- 
responding bodies and the addresses of fraternal delegates within 
the limits of a single session of this body,” and reports as follows: 

That the overwhelming number and gigantic magnitude of the 
interests quadrennially crowded into the four weeks’ session of the 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church imperatively 
call upon us to economize time; that time is best economized by 
preconcert and orderly arrangement ; that the growing catholicity 
of the age is ever enlarging our circle of fraternal correspondence 
and increasing the number “of delegations bringing fraternal greet- 
ings; that there is reasonable expectation that we shall soon be 
exchanging periodical salutations with Lutherans, Baptists, Epis- 
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copalians, and all other members of the Church Catholic, as well as 
Methodists and-Presbyterians. The other ecclesiastical bodies fix a 
particular day for the reception of visiting brethren, and devote the 
hours of one or more evenings to listening leisurely to fraternal ad- 
dresses, instead of compressing them into business hours and 
hurried daylight sessions. 

We therefore recommend that Wednesday, May 10th, 1876, be 
the day ordered for the reception of fraternal delegations, and that 
the evening of that day, and such other evenings as the Conference 
may order, shall be set apart for listening to addresses from visi- 
tors; and we furthermore recommend that all bodies in correspond- 
ence with us be fully advertised in our letters, and by our visiting 
delegates, of the day ordered by this body for the reception of fra- 
ternal delegates, their letters, and their words of greeting. 


The Report of the Committee on Centennial of Amer- 
ican Independence was taken, up and read, together 
with a preamble presented by J. M. Walden, which 
was admitted. 

A. M. Osbon moved to amend by striking out all 
that part of the report which proposes to take up a 
centenary collection for the cause of education. 

It was moved that this amendment lie on the table, 
but the motion was lost by a count vote of 92 for to 
122 against. 

D. Curry rose by consent to a question of privilege, 
and moved that Conference adjourn sine die at the 
close of Tuesday morning’s session. 

K. P. Jervis moved to amend the pending report 
by substituting “‘ Wednesday” for “Tuesday ;” motion 
to amend was lost, and the original motion prevailed. 

The previous question was called on the report of 
Committee on Centennial of American Independence, 
and the amendment was lost, 108 for to 116 against; 
and the report was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT ON NATIONAL CENTENARY. 


Whereas, The fourth of July, 1876, will be the centennial anni- 
versary of the Declaration of American Independence; and, 

Whereas, A loyal and patriotic sentiment must prompt every cit- 
izen to join in some appropriate commemoration of the event; and, 

Whereas, The Methodist Church was the first, through a deputa- 
tion of her chief ministers, to give a pledge of support to the Goy- 
ernment in the days of Washington; and, ever maintaining an un- 
swerving loyalty, was second to none in the struggle for the perpet- 
uation of that Government in the days of Lincoln ; 

Therefore, it is meet that we, the General Conference of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, formally express our gratification that Con- 
gress has directed timely arrangements to be made for the celebra- 
tion of this first National Centenary. 

Furthermore, while all loyal people will be prompted by their 
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patriotism to participate in the commemorative ceremonies thus 
appointed, it will be an occasion on which our Church and people 
will seek, by appropriate religious services, to declare their faith in, 
and cognizance of, tle overruling providence of Almighty God, and 
especially that under his guidance our fathers, by their heroism 
and sacrifices, maintained the Declaration of Independence, and by 
their wisdom and devotion established our Republican institutions ; 
that under his favor our country has enjoyed during the century 
long intervals of peace, and an unprecedented prosperity; that 
under his blessings those arts and sciences and forms of industry 
which develop the resources of a land and elevate the character 
of a people have been fostered; that under his providence the 
means of intelligence have been multiplied, the cause of education 
promoted, and our free-school system, the fruit of American Prot- 
estautism aud the bulwark of American freedom, firmly estab- 
lished; that under his control the nation has been led to abolish 
slavery and reinvest the emancipated with every civil and political 
right; that under his restraints, during the prosperous periods of 
peace and the terrible seasons of war, our people, by respect to 
authority and obedience to law, have proven to the world that gov- 
ernments may be permanent where man is free; and that, under his 
special care, our Church has been protected in her religious liberty, 
and our people have shared in the common happiness aud pros- 
perity ; therefore, be it by this General Conference 

Resolved, 1. That the Centenary of American Independence shall 
be appropriately celebrated by all our Churches and people with 
devout thanksgiviug to Almighty God, by special religious services 
and liberal thank-offerings. 

Resvived, 2. That the thanksgiving services shall begin with the 
first Sabbath of June in 1876, and close on the fourth day of July, 
to be celebrated at such times and places as may best suit the con- 
venience of the Societies. ; 

Resolved, 3. That the primary object shall be the spiritual im- 
provement of our people, especially by reviewing what God hath 
wrought for our Nation, and by cultivating feelings of gratitude to 
him for the benefits of civil and religious liberty. 

Resolved, 4. That this gratitude shall have au appropriate expres- 
sion of pecuniary contributions from our people according to the 
measures of their ability, so to be appropriated as to increase the 
efficiency of our denomination in promoting the welfare of our 
country. 

Resolved, 5. That as the Church and State, by their respective 
agencies, are brought into a more direct and vital co-operation in 
the education of the people than at any other point of their distinct 
movements, and as our Church does directly promote the wel- 
fare of the country by her educational institutions, therefore a most 
fitting commemoration of the National Centenary will be liberal 
offerings from our people to strengthen those educational insti- 
tutions. 

Resolved, 6. That the gifts of our people shall be devoted to the 
cause of education, and shall be applied either to a local or a general 
object. The local object shall be the endowment of educational insti- 
tutions under the patronage of the Annual Conferences, and the 
increase of existing educational funds. The general object shall be 
the aid of needy young men called to the ministry, or needy young 
women called to the missionary work in our Church, in preparing 
for their respective spheres of duty, and the contributions for this 
object, together with all contributions not designated for other 
objects, shall constitute a fund to be known as the National Cente- 
nary Fund, to be held in trust and administered by the Board of 
Education of the Methodist Episcopal Church, the principal forever 
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to remain intact—the interest alone to be used for the above-named 
purposes, under such regulations as the General Conference shall 
from time to time prescribe. 

Resolved, 7. That each Annual Conference shall in 1874 provide 
for a memorial discourse to be delivered before its own body during 
its session first preceding the fourth of July, 1876, and shall dur- 
ing its session in 1875 give the necessary directions to secure in all 
our Churches the observance of the commemorative services in 
1876 recommended by the Board of Bishops. 

Resolved, 8. That the Board of Bishops shall devise a programme 
of religious services for the fitting commemoration of the event, 
and each Bishop shall present it to the Annual Conferences over 
which he may preside during 1875, and bring this action of the 
General Conference to the timely notice of the Annual Conferences. 

Resolved, 9. That the Board of Bishops shall prepare a commem- 
orative address, and present it to the next General Conference on 
the first day of the session, to be immediately published to the 
Church with such recommendations from the General Conference 
as will enlist all our people in the cheerful and devout observance 
of those special thanksgiving services which shall be the most ap- 
propriate and fervent expression of gratitude to Almighty God, of 
faith in Jesus Christ the Saviour and Ruler of the world, of love to 
our country, and of loyalty to the free institutions which are based 
upon the immortal Declaration of Independence. 


On motion of S. Steele, the Report of the Special 
Committee on the Support of the Ministry was taken 
up and read. A call for the previous question having 
been sustained, the report was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT ON MINISTERIAL SUPPORT. 


Strike out paragraph 1, sec. 1, chap. ii, Part VI, page 273 of the 
Discipline, and insert the following : 

The more effectually to raise the amount necessary to bee the 
above-mentioned allowances of the effective ministers and preach- 
ers, let the Stewards at the beginning of the year estimate the 
amount needed monthly. Then ascertain from each member of the 
Church, and, as far as practicable, from each attendant of the con- 
gregation, what each proposes to give as his monthly contribution. 

Let these sums be entered by the Recording Steward in a book 
which he shall keep as Treasurer of the Board of Stewards. If 
the total amount of these sums does not equal the amount needed 
monthly, then let the Stewards apportion the deficiency among all 
such as are willing, for Christ's sake, to assume such deficiency, 
setting down to each person, with his consent, the additional 
amount which they think he ought monthly to pay. 

Let the Stewards then adopt and carry out a plan by which every 
one—except such as prefer to make weekly contributions through 
their class-leaders—shall have the opportunity of regularly con- 
tributing each month, or oftener, not grudgingly nor of necessity, 
the sum which has been pledged by him. Let these contributions 
be paid regularly to the Recording Steward or class-leader, and be 
brought up by him to the leaders’ meeting or Quarterly Conference, 
as the case may be. The Recording Steward shall keep an indi- 
vidual account of all these pledges and contributions, and shall pay 
over the same, under the direction of the Stewards, to the preach- 
ers authorized to receive them. 
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It was moved that the Report of Special Committee 
on Districting the Church be taken up. 

L. Hitchcock moved, as a substitute, that we now 
take up the report of the Committee on Woman’s 
Work in the Church. 

EK. H. Waring moved to lay these motions on the 
table in order to resume the regular order of business, 
but the motion did not prevail. 

L. Hitchcock’s substitute was adopted, and the re- 
port of the Committee on Woman’s Work in the 
Church was taken up and read. 

J. B. Wakeley moved its adoption. 

S. Steele moved to amend by striking out all that 
part of the report relating to woman’s preaching, ete. 

J. M. Buckley moved that this amendment lie on the 
table, and the motion prevailed. 

J. R. Bryan moved to strike out all that part of the 
report relating to the Ladies and Pastors’ Christian 
Union. 

A motion to lay the amendment on the table pre- 
vailed—122 for to 44 against. 

A motion to adjourn was lost. 

D. Curry called for a division of the question, and 
it was ordered. 

The first item was adopted; the second item was 


adopted by a count vote of 142 for to 62 against; and 


the report, as a whole, was adopted, as follows: 


REPORT ON WOMAN’S WORK IN THE CHURCH. 


Your Committee have had before them several papers on the 
work of women in the Church. The subjects which these papers 
present are such as the licensing and ordaining of women as preach- 
ers, ‘‘The Ladies and Pastors’ Christian Union,” “The Woman's 
Foreign Missionary Society,” and propositions for the enlargement 
of Christian and benevolent activity. 

We can but rejoice in these manifestations of increasing interest 
on the part of women in all that pertains to the activity of the 
Church, and are devoutly thankful for this fresh awakening of zeal 
for Christian work. 

It has ever been characteristic of Methodism to welcome to the 
Church all available agencies for carrying forward the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, and for the salvation of souls. From the beginning, also, 
the Methodist Church has recognized and used the peculiar capabil- 
ities of women; in every period of our history women have been 
‘active counselors with men in the service of the Church, and in not 
a few instances have been recognized leaders in important move- 
ments. Many names of Christian heroines adorn the pages of onr 
Church history. 
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These recent manifestations of a desire for activity for Christ are 
not a novelty, but a revival of the true spirit of Methodism, in which 
we greatly rejoice, and from which we expect the most happy re- 
sults. More than two thirds of the members of the Church are 
women. That they have a place and a work in the Church is not 
doubted, but to define and designate the exact character and fields 
of their labor is not an easy matter. 

In this as in most other interests of the Church important ques- 
tions are gradually settling themselves, and Providence is itselt 
pointing out large and important fields which can be most efficiently 
occupied by women, and into which we find the noblest spirits are 
vigorously entering. Our women are already far on toward Jeading 


‘the advance in the actual work of the Sabbath-school, our Home 


and City Missions, in the distribution of tracts, and in the visitation 
of the poor and neglected masses. 

Recently God has directed their hearts toward their sisters of 
foreign countries, and a most successful organization has been | 
effected for aiding in the evangelization of heathen lands. For these 
fields of labor they have peculiar capabilities, and we rejoice that the 
Divine Spirit is leading their hearts earnestly into them. 

In regard to woman’s preaching we must wait for further develop- 
ments of Providence. We rejoice in the indications that women are 
called to be teachers of the Word of Life, and yet the instances are 
not sufficiently numerous to justify any new legislation in the Church 
on this subject. 

We commend the “Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society” and 
“The Ladies and Pastors’ Christian Union” as two organizations 
worthy of their highest gifts and noblest efforts. We exhort the 
women of our Chureh to still greater zeal in the Sunday-school, the 
class-room, the prayer-meetings, and the love-feasts, and in the 
evangelization of the masses. 

We exhort our preachers also to give all wise, discreet encour- 
agement they can to the exercise and development of the gifts 
which God has bestowed on our sisters for the furtherance of his 
kingdom on the earth. 

Your Committee have considered the memorial of the Ladies and 


Pastors’ Christian Union, and present the following for adoption: 


Whereas, The Ladies and Pastors’ Christian Union is doing valu- 
able service by systematically employing the women of the Chureh, 
under the supervision of the regular pastorate, in religious work in 
the homes of the people, and especially among the neglected masses 
who do not come to the Church; and, 

Whereas, A large proportion of the Church are women, and there 
is a wide field of usefulness opened up before them in this direction, 
for which they are eminently fitted; therefore, 

Fresolved, That the prayer of the memorialists be granted, and 
that the Ladies and Pastors’ Christian Union be and is hereby 
recognized as a regularly constituted society of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, under the following Constitution: 


ARTICLE I. 


This organization shall be known as the Ladies and Pastors’ 
Christian Union of the Methodist Hpiscopal Church. 


ARTICLE II. 


Tts objects shall be the evangelization of the neglected masses in 
our midst by personal religious labor in the homes of the people, 
especially among those who do not come to the Church. 
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ARTICLE IIT. 


The contribution of $1 annually shall constitute a member of the 
Society; the payment of $20 an honorary member; the payment 
of $50 an honorary manager, and the payment of $100 a patron. 


ARTICLE IV. 


Sec. 1. There shall be a Board of Managers, consisting of thirteen 
ministers and twelve Christian ladies, appointed quadrennially by 
the General Conference on nomination of the Bishops. 

Sec. 2. The Board of Managers shall, during the session of the 
Conference by which they are appointed, organize by the election 
of a President, one or more Vice-Presidents, a Corresponding Secre- 
tary, a Recording Secretary, and a Treasurer. 

And they shall at the same time, and annually thereafter, appoint 
an Executive Committee of nine persons, the majority of whom 
shall reside in Philadelphia, who shall take charge of the business 
of the Society in the interim between the meetings of the Board. 

Sec. 3. The members of the Board of Managers and the Execu- 


tive Committee, and all officers, shall hold their offices until their 


successors are duly appointed. 
Sec. 4. When a vacancy occurs it shall be filled by the Board of 
Managers. 
ARTICLE V. 


The Corresponding Secretary and the Treasurer shall publish an- 
nually in our Church papers an exhibit of the transactions and con- 
dition of the Society, and make a quadrennial report to the General 
Couference. 

ARTICLE VI. 


There shall be an annual meeting of the Society at such time and 
place as the Board of Managers may fix upon, for the election of 
officers and other business, to which the transactions of the Execu- 
tive Committee shall be submitted. 


ArtTIcLs VII. 


The General Conference shall have power to amend: this Consti- 
tution by a majority vote. 

Resolved, 1. That the Bishops shall adopt the necessary measures 
to procure an act of incorporation that shall carry out the provisions 
of this Constitution. And further, 

2. That the pastors of our Churches be and they are hereby in- 
structed to co-operate with the Society in carrying out its important 
work, 


The Committee on Expenses of Delegates offered 
the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Expenses of Delegates be in- 
structed to pay expense of the four pages, which amounts to $22 50 
each; total, $90. ; 

D. N. Cooley presented the following preamble 
and resolution, which were adopted: 

Whereas, In the investigation of the affairs of the Book Concern 
at New York it became necessary for the Book Committee to em- 


ploy Mr. Kilbreth and Dr. Carlton to employ Mr. Gunn, the ex- 
penses of both of whom have been paid by the Book Concern; and, 
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Whereas, Additional expenses have been incurred by Dr. Lana- 
han in the employment of experts to aid in making such examina- 
tion, and other expenses have also been incurred by him; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Book Committee to be elected by this General 
Conference is hereby authorized and instructed to audit such ac- 
counts as may be presented to them for any other expenses attend- 
ing the investigation of the affairs of the Book Concern, and the 
Agents of the Book Concern at New York shall pay such sum as 
said Book Committee shall adjudge to be equitable for all expenses 
which they shall decide to have been necessarily incurred in such 
investigation. 


On motion of E. O. Haven, the several Committees, 
both standing and special, were permitted to present 
their reports, to be laid on the table and printed, and 
the following reports were thereupon presented: 

From the Committee on Episcopacy, a report re- 
specting Bishop Roberts, and a report respecting 
Bishop Morris. 

A minority report from the Committee on Itiner- 
ancy concerning the Presiding Eldership. 

Reports Nos. V and VI from the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

Report of Committee on the Book Concern No. 
VII. 

Report of Committee on Education on a Post 
Graduate University. 

From the Committee on Reyvisals, Reports Nos. 
XVIU, XVIII, XTX, XX. 

Reports Nos. VII and VII from the Committee on 
the State of the Church. 

Report from the Special Committee on John-street 
Church relative to endowment. 

Report of the Special Committee concerning the 
mode of suspending and removing an Agent or Editor. 

The Committee on Fraternal Correspondence pre- 
sented a letter to the General Conference of the Afri- 
can Methodist Episcopal Church. [See Appendix 39.] 

John Evans presented the following preamble and 


resolutions, which were laid on the table to be 


printed : 

Whereas, The General Conference has designated places at or near 
which our Bishops shall reside, which will necessitate removals and 
entail attendant expenses; and, 

Whereas, No provision has been made for their residences at such 
places ; therefore, : 

Resolved, 1. That their moving expenses be included in the 
estimates to be made for their traveling expenses. 


cd. 
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Resolved, 2. That the brethren in the several districts within Sune 1. 
which such places of residence have been fixed be and they are TWENTY- 
earnestly requested to provide episcopal parsonages at such places ™¢uT# Day. 
for the use of the Bishops and their successors. 


Report No. VIII of the Committee on Appeals was ape ene. 
‘presented, as follows: 


W. R. Hoback, a member of the North Indiana Conference, was ia of W. 
tried by said Conference on a charge of immoral conduct, and was EiOUaC: 
expelled from the Methodist Episcopal Church, from which decis- 
ion he appealed to the General Conference. 

The Committee on Appeals, having inquired into this case, have 
ordered that it be remanded for a new trial. 

THos. Bowman, President, 
EH. A. MAnnine, Seoretary. 
BRooKLyn, May 27, 1872. i 


Report No. IX from the same Committee was 
presented, as follows: 


Harvey 8. Shaw, a member of the North-west Indiana Confer- Appa oa 
ence, was tried by said Conference on charges of violating his mar- YY": "38+ 
riage vow and fraud, and was expelled from the Methodist Episco- 
pal Chureh, from which decision he appealed. 

The Committee on Appeals has inquired into this case, and voted 
to affirm the decision of the Conference. 

I. W. Witey, President, 
EH. A. Mannine, Secretary. 
Brookuyn, May 29, 1872. 


The Conference then adjourned, the benediction 
being pronounced by J. 8. Porter. 


MONDAY MORNING, JUNE 3. June 3. 


TWENTY-NINTH 

The Conference met this morning, Bishop Janes in Gea 
the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by I. 8, 

Bingham, of Black River Conference. 

The Journal of Saturday’s session was read and 
approved. 

On motion of Daniel Curry, the Bishops were au- Dy pe a 
thorized to select and bring before the Conference from © forward busi- 
time to time such portions of the unfinished business ne 
as they may deem to be most important. 

On motion of E. O. Haven, the Conference adopted Committee to 


. : i draft resolu- 
the following resolution : tions of thanks. 


Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to draft resolu- 
tions expressive of the obligations of the General Conference to 
various parties. 
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The Bishop, under authority given, called up the 
report of the Special Committee appointed to consider 
the subject of the suspension and removal of Editors 
and Book Agents, which was read. 

L. C. Queal offered the following substitute, which 
was read, namely: 

The three at New York and at Cincinnati shall have power 
to suspend an Agent or Editor for causes to them sufficient; and 
a time shall be fixed, at as early a day as practicable, for the inves- 
tigation of the official conduct of said Agent or Hditor, due notice 
of which shall be given by the Chairman of the Book Committee to 
the Bishops, who shall select one of their number to be present 
and preside in the investigation, which shall be before the twelve 
from the districts into which the Annual Conferences are distrib- 


uted, two thirds of whom may remove said Agent or Kditor in the 
interval of the General Conference. 


It was moved that L. C. Queal’s substitute lie on 
the table, but the motion did not prevail. — 

It was moved that the word “or” be struck out, 
and the word “and” inserted in its place, and the 
amendment was accepted. 

J. M. Walden called for the previous question, but 
the call was not sustained. 

D. Curry offered the following amendment to the 
substitute : 

That the whole of the eastern or western section, as the case 
may be, with the three local members, be the body for suspending 
an Agent or Editor, and that the Bishop select twelve triers, not 
more than two from the same Annual Conference, who shall have 


power to investigate and remove for cause, a Bishop presiding at 
the hearing. 


L. Hitchcock moved an amendment to the amend- 
ment as follows, which was accepted by D. Curry : 

That the six members of the eastern and the three members of 
the western section shall have power to suspend an Editor or 
Agent of the Western Book Concern, and the six members of the 


western section with the three of the eastern, shall have power to 
suspend an Editor or Agent of the eastern agency. 


The previous question was called and sustained, and 
Curry’s amendment was lost by a count vote of 117 for 
to 122 against. 

L. C. Queal’s substitute was then adopted, and the 
ninth section of the original report of the Standing 
Committee on the Book Concern, as thus amended, 
was adopted. 


——— 
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H. Slicer moved to strike out “eighteen” and June 3- 


insert “fifteen” as the number of the Book Committee. 
The motion was laid on the table. 


TWENTY-NINTH 


Day. 
Morning. 


Section ten of the original report was adopted, and Slicer’s Amend 


ment. 


the report as a whole, and as amended, was adopted, Report adopted. 


as follows: 


BOOK CONCERN—REPORT NO. VII. 


We recommend that sec. 6, Part V, of the Discipline be so 
amended as to read: 

1. The principal publishing houses of the Book Concern shall be 
in the cities of New York and Cincinnati, but there shall be de- 
positories of our publications at such other places as the General 
Conference may from time to time determine. 

2. The General Conterence shall quadrennially elect two Agents 
for the Publishing House at New York, and two Agents for that at 
Cincinnati, who shall have authority, and whose duty it shall be, 
under the supervision of the Book Committee, to regulate the pub- 
lications and all other parts of the business of the Concern (except 
such as belongs to the editorial departments) in such manner as the 
state of the finances will admit and the interests of the Church may 
require; and who, if chosen from among the traveling preachers, 
shall be members of such Annual Conferences as they may, with 
the approbation of the Bishops, select. 

3. It shall be the duty of the Agents of both publishing houses 
to publish such books, tracts, periodicals, etc., as are ordered or 
recommended by the General Conference; also, to publish such as 
are recommended by the Book Committee, or approved by the 
Book Editors, and they may reprint any book or tract which has 
been once approved and published by us, when, in their judgment and 
that of the Book Editors, the same ought to be reprinted; and they 
may publish any new work which the Book Hditors may approve. 

4, The Agents of the Western Publishing House at Cincinnati 
shall supervise and manage the business of the Western country 
in co-operation with the Agents at New York; they shall have 
authority to publish any book or tract which has been previously 
published by the Agents at New York, when in their judgment 
and in that of the Book Committee the demand for such publication 
will justify and the interest of the Church require. The Agents at 
New York shall fill the orders of the Agents at Cincinnati for the 
plates of such books or tracts; and when the Agents at New York 
are about to issue any new work they shall, when practicable, fur- 
nish to the Agents at Cincinnati, if ordered by them, duplicate plates, 
which, with the above, shall be at cost: Provided, however, that the 
Agents at Cincinnati shall not reprint our large works, such as 
Commentaries, Quarto Bibles, Wesley’s and Fletcher’s Works, or 
any other works of more than seven hundred pages, 

5. Printed sheets ordered by the Cincinnati Agents from New 
York shall be sent at fifty per cent. and bound books of the Gen- 
eral Catalogue at forty per cent. discount from the retail prices, 
and those ordered from Cincinnati to New York shall be sent on 
the same terms; the Publishing House sending the books to be 
charged with the expenses of transportation. The Agents at Cin- 
ciunati shall remit to the Agents at New York during the current 
year as largely and frequently as their funds will allow, and, it 
practicable, to the full amount of stock furnished; they shall also 
pay one third of all the appropriations made by the General Con- 
ference, unless the said Conference shall otherwise order. 
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6. The Agents at each Publishing House shall keep a separate 


TWENTY-NINTH account with each department of the business and with each peri- 


Day. 
Morning. 


odical published under their supervision; and they shall set forth 
in their reports to the Annual and General Conferences the amount 
of sales, receipts, and expenditures for books, periodicals, and de- 
positories under their control, with whatever profits or losses may 
have accrued on each. They shall furnish to the Local Sub-Com- 
mittee hereinafter designated, at each of its monthly meetings, a 
full and satisfactory statement of the transactions of the preceding 
month; and, if the Sub-Committee shall so require, furnish for ex- 
amination vouchers for all payments made during the period speci- 


. fied; and they shali give to the said Sub-Committee at each of the 


monthly meetings every possible means and facility for a full and 
intelligent understanding of all the business transactions of the 
Concern. 

7. The Agents, both at New York and Cincinnati, shall annually 
take an account of stock, including in their inventory all the prop- 
erty and assets of the respective publishing houses, at their esti- 
mated cash value, except real estate, which shall have a value 
estimated by the Book Committee at the beginning of each quad- 
rennium, which shall not be changed during the quadrennium 
except by the necessary changes caused by the purchase or sale, 
improvement or destruction, ot real estate, together with a full and 
detailed statement of all their liabilities, profits, and losses; and 
they shall always hand over to their successors in office such a 
statement of stock, property, assets, and liabilities as shall be ap- 
proved and certified by the Book Committee. 

8. The Book Agents and Editors are required to give their undi- 
vided attention to the duties of their respective positions, and to 
require of their employés the faithful discharge of the work assigned 
them. 

9. The General Conference shall elect a Book Committee of 
eighteen members, to serve for four years, consisting of one from 
each of the twelve districts into which the Annual Conferences are 
distributed, three from New York or its vicinity, and three from 
Cincinnati or vicinity, which Committee shall, during the interval 
of the General Conference, have power to fill vacancies occurring 
in their own body; they shall have the general supervision of the 
publishing interests of the Church, examine carefully into their con- 
dition, and make report of the same to the Annual Conferences and 
to the General Conference. 

They shall attend to all matters referred to them by the Agents 
or Editors for their action or counsel. The three at New York 
and at Cincinnati shall have power to suspend an Agent or Editor 
for cause to them sufficient; and a time shall be fixed, at as early a 
day as practicable, for the investigation of the official conduct of 
said Agent or Hditor, due notice of which shall be given by the 
Chairman of the Book Committee to the Bishops, who shall select 
one of their number to be present and preside in the investigation, 
which shall be before the twelve from the districts into which the 
Annual Conferences are distributed, two thirds of whom may re- 
move said Agent or Editor from office in the interval of the General 
Conference. And in case a vacancy occurs in any of the agencies 
or editorial departments authorized by the General Conference, it 
shall be the duty of the Book Committee, and two or more of the 
General Superintendents, as soon as practicable, to provide for 
such vacancy until the next General Conference. 

10. The Book Committee shall be governed by the following 
regulations: 

First. Immediately after their appointment they shall divide 
themselves into two sections of nine each, the one to consist of the 
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members from the Eastern Districts, together with those chosen 
from New York and vicinity, to be called the Rastern Section; the 
other to consist of the members from the Western Districts and 
those from Cincinnati and vicinity, to be called the Western Section. 

Second. To the Hastern Section shall pertain the supervision of 
the New York Publishing House in all its departments. The 
three members chosen from New York and vicinity shall consti- 
tute a Local Sub-Committee, which shall meet monthly at the Book 
Room in New Mer, to examine into all the transactions of the 
month preceding; they shall keep a correct record of their pro- 
ceedings, to be submitted to the semi-aunual meeting of the Hast- 
ern Section of the Book Committee. 

Third. The Western Section of the Book Committee shall perform 
the same duties and be under the same regulations, for the Pub- 
lishing House at Cincinnati, as are herein specified for the govern- 
ment of the Hastern Section. 

Fourth. The annual meeting of the Book Committee shall be 
held on the second Wednesday of February, and each section shall 
have a meeting at such time as it may elect. 

11. There shall be elected by the General Conference, to serve 
for four years, the following editors: 

The editor of the Quarterly Review, who shall also be the ed- 
itor of the books of the General Catalogue; the editor of Sunday- 
school books, papers, and tracts at New York; the editor of the 
Christian Advocate at New York; the editor of the Pittsburgh 
Christian Advocate at Pittsburgh, Pa.; the editor of the Northern 
Christian Advocate at Syracuse, N. Y.; the editor of the Cali- 
fornia Christian Advocate at San Francisco, Cal., and the editor of 
the Pacific Christian Advocate at Portland, Oregon; also an editor 
of the Western Christian Advocate, an editor of the Ladies’ Re- 
pository and Golden Hours, who shall be editor of the books of the 
General Catalogue and Tracts; an editor of the Christian Apologist 
and German books of the General Catalogue; an editor of the 
German Monthly Family Magazine, !he Sunday-School Bell, Family 
Library, tracts, and other German Sunday-school publications, all 
of which shall be published at Cincinnati; an editor of the North- 
western Christian Advocate at Chicago; an editor of the Central 
Christian Advocate at St. Louis, Mo., and an editor of the Method- 
ist Advocate at Atlanta Ga., who, if chosen from among tbe trav- 
eling preachers, shall be members of such Annual Conferences as 
they, with the approbation of the Bishops, may select. The offi- 
cers meutioned in this chapter shall be either ministers or mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

The foregoing is recommended to be inserted in the Discipline in 
place of the first seven paragraphs of section 6, Part V, of the 
Discipline, and also paragraph 22 of the same section. 


The report of the Committee on Expenses of Dele- 
gates was read and, on motion, adopted, as follows: 


The Committee have discharged the duties as- 
signed tiem, and the detailed report of the Treas- 
urer, which he will present, shows cash received.. $27,674 19 


PRO Owing specu Sdane oc 0 CUO Onna Go a0 ct dE 60I0tOr 26,667 88 
ISIRIAGE, 6 Modonen ad ono Doubs etemee OO Omen 

PAIMON IN ORCAS IIe OV OIn at cta'stetelaets atallerarst efotecnatelsievele 117 34 
Less by bills of expenses paid................. 43 60 


Leaving in the hands of our Treasurer, Mr. H. 
Price, of lowa.....-...+-+% qauosasanes oo see $1,080 05 


» 


vo 


99 


June 3S. 
TWENTY-NINTH 


Day. 


Morning. 


Report on Ex- 


penses 
Delegates, 


of 


Journal of the General Conference. (isi: 


This sum will be subject to your order. We think thisa good show- 
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hereafter will meet expenses. The Committee experienced diffi- 
culty in getting reports from the brethren in reference to moneys 
collected. 

A little care in making collections from those who hold such 
moneys would avoid difficulty, and the Committee could greatly 
expedite business. The moneys in the hands of the Book Agents 
may be subject to our order, at least for a small amount, and we 
request that orders upon the Book Agents by the Chairman shall 
be honored. : 


W. G. Queal moved to instruct the Committee on 
Expenses to pay a claim of Z. Paddock for expenses 
incurred in connection with the last General Confer- 
ence. The motion prevailed. 

At the suggestion of I. 8. Bingham, Cyrus Brooks, 
and other members of the Book Committee, L. D. 
White offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted, to wit: 

fesolved, That it is the sense of this General Conference that it 
is not proper for the delegates of the various Book Committee Dis- 
tricts to nominate for members of the Book Committee for the com- 
ing four years persons who have served on that Committee for the 
past four years. 

The report of the Special Committee appointed to 
district the Conferences for the Book Concern, Mis- 
sions, and other purposes, was taken up and read. 

A. J. Lyon moved, as an amendment, that the North 
Ohio Conference be transferred from the fourth to the 
sixth district, but the motion did not prevail. 

The original report was then adopted, as follows: 


GENERAL CONFERENCE DISTRICTS. 


Conference. I No, of Delegates. | Conference, No. of Delegates. 
: Tie 
y Mainesycimee cities 5 
es ey Pape ge eases 0 ¢| Northern New York....... 5 
New Hampshire CONE hg g | Central New York......... 10 
Vermonttiees. secre sbeee 6 | Western New York........ 6 
Newatmgland sat. aeeietrrwre 10 | Wyoming... ....-.0+seeeee ; 
Proyidencoman sais erie 7 |India........ sees ees sete 
4G 31 
40 
IL. IV. 
New York East......... 27.2 95) Pinladelphiain ares cteuts steer 8 
INGA DOCS, a GREG on Bo oha ec 11 | Central Pennsylvania....... 8 
"LON cee tesedeletsrccevoueae sec ncpei evar VOs| Paths Ure ys tepeiste/<reie%s eel sialsie ial 
ING Wark: Motes ctecetceiererieuecese SULT; emtoseeeierien See oeey ke 
New Jierseyieci soanesiece eas WAV NCOrtha Ol aie stapelerteta cnet oreiate 7 
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Conference, No. of Delegates. | Conference. No. of Delegates. 
Vi: Michigan csis-ctsdesetas ers énpoo 9 6 
WGlAWATC Rs es oo vc ehistccme se Zi DetRotberacves evar Selenerterefee 8 
WHIIMeON S. wise ave niee 6 = 
IDALGWMNOLON ae ktae ce cuwrore ¢ eles gO 39 
INGEN esa op ncaa aie Seis 2 IX. 
Wiest: ViTpinia: occ ceteris 6;| WASCOnSIN'. sc. 3-06 <1 ect Ll 
Washinetonsn cc jacs eae 4| West Wisconsin........... 6 
Worth Carolinas. oes 2| Miunesota....... Sanelceate ots 6 
South Carolina and Florida.. 4] Upper Iowa............... 8 
Up DOrlae weer eee Di PES ENEOIIGS scares: vise spareveriee 6 
36 33 
VIL. < 
Ohiotee pected tee LOMAS seeker se ace ores 9 
Cincinnati....... SoBe dee 7| Southern Illinois........... 7 
Cental Ohiog S205 c.ciesse0e OpSt ee LOUIS eriseaciaveucisey sink 6 
North tndtanainay.cc ce eae: NOWEMUIGSOUPI Moresrctet cite aie oarese 5 
South-eastern Indiana...... OMMOWaker attr vemos aries 6 
Imolianaleeeriactre cs csieione On Ran sacri a layer: cemsiere tne 6 
Rent nckyisetersyss canes syesestceue 5 _ 
MOXA TOMI srecesl-oisapelsis slashes 2 39 
—_— XI. 
AD; Nebrask asa; csteretsiee sino bsels 4 
VII. Colorad ose contents Acie” 
MPOMMESSCON e raitovcyeicseisteielaseas 4.| Rocky Mountain........... Z 
FTOISTOM qevanistererderckelsioitie tne DIEN eval anctaies cma tatetcleisrsttstone ss 2 
GeOr Gia radar esecs\ciekexe mies AaiOne pone miata teiewisin eeted Seto < 4 
BAMA Ayes stess evo chevereiekec overe 2H Calitorniacrrde caer cate: 6 
MISSISSIPPI. cers ates ciecuye rete 4 8 
MUOWISIATIA Soa. eves ls reielove ve, ase 2 XII 
pecs ee WEES ea ess tee ; Jiast German.... j <teioe : crise 
Cr Se ep ee ma |iGentraly Geumanieiriicee ac 1D 
95 | South-west German........ 5 
VIIL. North-west German..’...... 5 
RRoGkUREVeR: sat. dtc neeed g | Chicago German........... : 
Central Tilineis: .. 66 sine 4. 8 Germany and Switzerland... bei 
North-west Indiana........ 61 19 





J. M. Walden moved that members of delegations 
in the first district, as established in the above report, 
be allowed to retire and make nominations, but the 
motion did not prevail. 

D. Curry moved that when the Conference adjourns 
it adjourn to meet in the Hanson Place Church at 
half past two o’clock P. M., and the motion pre- 
vailed. 

The report of the Committee on Fraternal Rela- 
tions, comprising drafts of replies to the addresses of 
corresponding bodies, was taken up, and the replies 
were adopted. Bishop Harris and Secretary Wood- 
ruff were, on motion, instructed to edit them, and 


make any needful verbal corrections. 
26 


401 


June 3. 


TWENTY-NINTH 
Day. 


Morning. 


Walden’s mo- 
tion lost. 


Conference to 
meet in Han- 
son Place 
Church this 
afternoon. 


Fraternal Rela- 
tions: Ad- 
dresses to be 
edited by 
Bishop Har- 
ris and Seo- 
retary Wood- 
ruff. 


402 


June 3. 


TWENTY-NINTH 
DaAy. 


Morning. 


B. Brown not 
granted leave 
of absence. 

Report of the 
Trustees of 
the Method- 
ist Episcopal 
Church. 

Nomination of 
Trustees for 
Drew Theo- 
logical Semi- 
nary. 


Btate of the 
Church: Re- 
port No. VI. 

Fraternization 
with the 
Church 
South. 


Journal of the General Conference. (1872. 


B. Brown asked leave of absence after to-day, but 
leave was not granted. 

The report of the Trustees of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church was taken up and adopted. [See Appen- 
dix 58.) 

Nominations of Trustees for Drew Seminary were 
presented, read, and adopted, as follows: 


Ministers—Edmund 8. Janes, John §. Porter, Leonard M. Vin- 
cent, Thompson Mitchell, Henry B. Ridgaway. 

Laymen—Samuel Eddy, John B. Cornell, Francis H. Root, Har- 
vey B. Lane, and Daniel D. Chamberlin. 


The Report No. VI of the Committee on the State 
of the Church was taken up, and the first item was 
then read. 

J. O. Rich cailed for the previous question, but 
the call was not sustained. 

The first item of the report was then adopted by a 
rising vote, as follows: 


STATE OF THE CHURCH—REPORT NO. VI. 


The Committee on the State of the Church, to which were re- 
ferred sundry petitions, memorials, and resolutions respecting our 
relations with the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, respectfully 
reports: 

We believe that very generally there has hitherto existed among 
our people a disposition of good-will and Christian paternity toward 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. This disposition and pur- 
pose we still hold and maintain. In whatever degree of success in 
preaching the Gospel, edifying believers, and saving souls God has 
given to that Church, we devoutly rejoice; and we will continue 
to pray for the prosperity and success of the labors of our brethren 
of that Church, and for its increase in all spiritual and temporal 
good; and in all our labors, in proximity to the local Churches and 
societies of that body, we desire to maintain with them relations 
of Christian good-will. 

Respecting whatever intercourse there has been between us and 
them since the beginning of the separate existence of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, we do not propose to say any thing at 
this time. We are content to let past events go into history or be 
forgotten, as the case may be; and, recognizing that Church and 
its people as a portion of the great Christian and Methodist family, 
we wish them abundant success in their efforts to promote the 
cause of Christ and his Gospel. 

Within the parts of the country in which the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, has nearly all its membership and institutions, to 
wit, all the States formerly known as slave States, except Mary- 
land and Delaware, over 300,000 of our members reside, with their 
houses of worship, institutions of learning, and other Church 
arrangements. 

Our Church is as really settled in that region as in any part of 
the land; and every consideration of good faith to our own people, 
and of regard to the integrity of our Church, and especially of the 


1872.] Journal of the General Conference. 


unmistakable evidences of the favor of God toward our efforts 
there, forbids the thought of relaxing our labors in that part of our 
work. We must therefore continue to occupy that part of the 
country in perpetuity; and we have need to strengthen and reinforce 
our work in it, as God shall give us the means and the opportuni- 
ties. But in all this we desire to avoid all unfriendly rivalries with 
our brethren of the Church South. There is abundant room for 
both us and them, and God may use both of these Churches for the 
promotion of his cause in those parts. 

To place ourselves in the truly fraternal relations toward our 
Southern brethren which the sentiments of our people demand, 
and to prepare the way for the opening of formal fraternity with 
them, be it hereby 

Resolved, That this General Conference will appoint a delegation, 
consisting of two ministers and one layman, to convey our fraternal 
greetings to the General Oonference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, at its next ensuing session. 


D. Curry, Chairman of the Committee on the State of 
the Church, asked and was granted leave to withdraw 


the remainder of the report. 
T. M. Eddy offered the following resolution, which 
was read and adopted: 


resolved, That the Book Agents be directed to pay the salaries of 
the General Conference officers, who have been left without work 
by the action of this Conference, up to the time at which they shall 
enter upon other Church employment, provided that the same shall 
not exceed three months’ salary, and also their moving expenses. 


W. H. Olin presented the following resolution, 
which was read and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Secretaries of the several Annual Conferences 
and of the Lay Electoral Conferences be and are hereby instructed 
to forward to the Secretary of this General Conference certificates 
of the election of delegates to the General Conference of 1876, that 
the Secretary may have the rolls of members in readiness for the 
organization of the next General Conference. 


Alex. Martin presented the following resolution, 
which was read and adopted: 


Resolved, That in case the office of Secretary of the Board of 
Education becomes vacant during the interim of the sessions of the 
General Conference, the Bishops shall have power to fill the same 
until the next General Conference meets. 


J. M. Walden presented the following resolution, 
which was read and laid on the table: 


Resolved, That the following cities be added to the list of those 
already specified as the places for the residence of our Bishops, 
namely, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Odessa in Delaware, 
Buffalo or Syracuse, and Pittsburgh ; and that after the Bishops are 
located, in pursuance of the order already made by this General 
Conference, should a necessity arise which the Board of Bishops 
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shall regard as sufficient to require the change of a Bishop from 
one place to another named, such change may be made by order of 
the Board of Bishops, provided that not more than one Bishop shall 
reside at any place named. 


The Report No. VI of the Committee on Church 
Extension was read and adopted, as follows: 


CHURCH EXTENSION—REPORT NO. VI. 


The Committee on Church Extension respectfully submit for 
adoption the following: 

Resolved, That, in case the Board of Church Extension appointed 
by this General Conference shall fail to obtain an act of incorpora- 
tion in the State of Pennsylvania, in conformity with the provisions 
of the chapter on Church Extension adopted by this General Con- 
ference, the Bishops shall appoint a Board of Church Extension in 
some other State or in the District of Columbia; and whenever the 
Board appointed by this General Conference, or by the Bishops as 
above provided, shall become incorporated, then all the property 
and business of the Church Extension Society heretofore organized 
by order of the General Conference shall be turned over to said 
Board of Church Extension. 


B. I. Ives offered the following preamble and reso- 
lutions, which were adopted : 

Whereas, This General Conference has changed the boundaries 
of the Central New York Conference, and as a session of the said 


Conference is required within five or six months after the last ses- 


sion; therefore, 
Resolved, That the time of ministerial service shall not be limited 


by this fractional year. 

Resolved, That the Presiding Elders of said Conference be author- 
ized to select the place for holding its session to be held in Sep- 
tember or October next. 


On motion of G. W. Woodruff, it was ordered that 
the Bishops be allowed to draw on the Book Concern | 
for expenses incurred in moving. 

Report No. Il of the Committee on Itinerancy was 
read, and that portion relating to the trial of appeals 
of ministers or preachers was adopted. 

That part of the report relating to the trial of a 
Bishop was then read. 

J. Miley offered a substitute for this part of the re- 
port, which substitute was accepted and adopted, and 
the report, as thus amended, was adopted, as follows: 


ITINERANCY—REPORT NO. II. 


The Committee on Itinerancy, to which was referred the paper 
on Judicial Conferences, beg leave to report that, having carefully 
considered the matter, they recommend that the Discipline, Part 
III, chap. ii, sec. 1, page 133, be changed so as to read as follows: 
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CHAPTER Il.—TRIAL OF APPEALS. 


Srotion I.— Appeals of Traveling Ministers or Preachers. 


1. In all cases of trial and conviction under the provisions of 
Part III, chap. i, sec. 2, an appeal shall be allowed to a judi- 
cial conference, constituted as hereinafter provided, if the con- 
demned person signify his intention to appeal at the time of his 
conviction, or at any time thereafter when he is informed thereof. 

2. The several annual conferences in the United States shall, at 
each session, select seven elders, men of experience and of sound 
judgment in the affairs of the Church, who shall be known as 
Triers of Appeals. , 5 

3. When notice of appeal is given to the President of an annual 
conference, he shall proceed, with due regard to the wishes and 
rights of the appellant, to designate three conferences, conveniently 
near that from which the appeal is taken, whose Triers of Appeals 
shall constitute a judicial conference, and to fix the time and place 
of its session, and to give notice thereof to all concerned. 

The appellant shall have the right of peremptory challenge, yet 
so that the Triers present, and ready to proceed with the hearing, 
shall not fall below thirteen, which number shall be required for a 
quorum. 

A Bishop shall preside in the judicial conference. The confer- 
ence shall appoint a Secretary, who shall keep a faithful record of 
all the proceedings, and shall at the close of the trial transmit the 
records made and the papers submitted in the case to the Secre- 
tary of the preceding General Conference, to be filed and preserved 
with the papers of that body. 

4. It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the annual conference 
carefully to preserve the minutes of the trial, whether before a 
committee or before the conference, and all the documents relating 
to the case, together with the charge or charges and the specifica- 
tion or specifications, which minutes and documents only, in case 
of an appeal from the decision of an annual conference, shall be 
presented to the judicial conference in evidence on the case. 

In all cases where an appeal is made and admitted by the judi- 
cial conference the appellant shall state, either personally or by his 
representative, (who shall be a member of an annual conference,) 
the grounds of his appeal, showing cause why he appeals, and he 
shall be allowed to make his appeal without interruption. After 
which the representatives of the annual conference from whose 
decision the appeal is made shall be permitted to respond in pres- 
ence of the appellant, who shall have the privilege of replying to 
such representatives, which reply shall close the pleadings on both 
sides. This done, the parties shall withdraw, and the judicial con- 
ference shall decide the case. 

5. The General Conference shall carefully review the decisions 
of questions of law contained in the records and documents trans- 
mitted to it from the judicial conferences, and in case of serious 
error therein shall take such action as justice may require. 

6. Appeals from an annual conference in the United States not 
easily accessible may, at the discretion of the President thereof, be 
heard by a judicial conference selected from among the more cen- 
tral conferences; and appeals from a conference other than those in 
the United States may be heard by a judicial conference called to 
meet at or near New York by the Bishop in charge of said confer- 
ence ; or the appeal may be heard directly by the General Conference. 

7. After a preacher shall have been regularly tried and expelled, 
he shall have no privilege of society or sacraments in our Church 
without confession, contrition, and satisfactory reformation, 
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Your Committee also recommend that the Discipline, Part III, 
chap. i, sec. 1, be changed so as to read: 

Quest. 1. To whom is a Bishop answerable for his conduct? 

Ans. To the General Conference, who shall have power to order 


the manner of his trial. 

Quest. 2. How shall a Bishop be tried for immoral conduct ? 

Ans. When a Bishop is accused of immorality, the Presiding 
Elder within whose district said immorality is alleged to have been 
committed shall call to his aid four traveling elders, which five 
ministers shall carefully inquire into the case; and if, in their judg- 
ment, there is reasonable ground for such accusation, they, or a 
majority of them, shall prepare and sign the proper charge in the 
case, and shall send a copy thereof, so signed, to the accused, and 
shall give notice thereof to one of the Bishops. Said Bishop, so 
notified, shall convene a judicial conference, to be composed of the 
Triers of Appeals in the five neighboring conferences. And the 
said judicial conference shall have full power to try the accused 
Bishop, and to suspend him from the functions of his office, or ex- 
pel him from the Church, as they may deem his offense requires. 
One of the Bishops shall preside at the trial. 

The accused shall have the right of peremptory challenge, yet 
not so as to reduce the number of the judicial conference below 
twenty-one. 

Quest. 3. What shall be the manner of proceeding against a 
Bishop chargeable with imprudent conduct? 

Ans. A Presiding Elder shall take with him two traveling 
elders, and shall admonish the Bishop so offending. In case of a 
second offense, one of the Bishops, together with three traveling 
elders, shall call upon him and reprehend and admonish him. 
If he still persist in his imprudence, he shall then be tried in the 
manner ordered in the answer to question two of this section. 

A Bishop shall have the right of appeal to the ensuing General 
Conference if he signify his intention to appeal at the time of his 
conviction, or when informed thereof. 


B. F. Crary moved that at the afternoon session the 
several districts be called in order, and the delegations 
be permitted to retire and make nominations for the 
various Committees. The motion prevailed. 

Report No. VI of the Committee on the Book Con- 
cern was taken up. 

The Committee on Expenses was authorized to pay 
two additional pages. 

On motion, Conference adjourned. After the dox- 
ology was sung, the benediction was pronounced by 
Ephraim Joy, of Southern IUinois Conference. 


MONDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 3. 


Conference met pursuant to adjournment in Hanson 
Place Church, Bishop Simpson in the chair. 

The religious services were conducted by R. S. 
Rust, of Cincinnati Conference. 


ame 


t——— 
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The Journal of the morning’s session was read and 
approved. 


The Bishops announced the special Committee to 
draft resolutions of thanks as follows: E. O. Haven, 
J. M. Reid, and J. P. Durbin. 

N. L. Brakeman offered the following resolution, 
which, on motion, was laid on the table: 


Fesolved, That the General Conference request each of the Annual 
Conferences to arrange the times for taking the several disciplinary 
collections, and make it the duty of the pastor to preach a sermon at 
the appointed time in the interest of the cause for which the collec- 


tion is taken, and to report each and all of said collections in his 
Conference. 


Report No. X of the Committee on Appeals was 
presented as follows : 


APPEALS—REPORT NO. X. 


The case of W. M. Smith, appellant from the Colorado Confer- 
ence, was called for hearing at a regular meeting of the Committee 
on Appeals, but neither the appellant nor his counsel being present, 
the case was laid over. 

After having disposed of all the remaining cases brought before 
the Committee on Appeals, and no prosecutor in this case having 
presented himself, the papers in the case of W. M. Smith were de- 
posited in the archives of the General Conference. 

I. W. Wiuey, President, 
H. A. Mannine, Secretary. 

BROOKLYN, June 3, 1872. 


On motion of R.S. Rust, the following resolution 
was read and adopted : 


Resolved, That Dr. Fuller, late editor of the Atlanta Advocate, be 
authorized to Graw upon the Western Book Concern for his salary 
up to the time of the next session of the Rock River Conference, 
and also for his traveling expenses back to the same Conference. 


W. Hunter offered a preamble and resolutions re- 
lating to S. H. Nesbit. 

On motion of J. M. Trimble, the second resolution 
was amended by adding the words, “ Provided he 
shall not sooner obtain work ;” and the preamble and 
resolutions, as amended, were adopted as follows: 


Whereas, Our brother, Samuel H. Nesbit, in retiring from the 
editorship of the Pittsburgh Christian Advocate, is left without 
work near the beginning of his Conference year, and as his family 
is understood to be in deep affliction, therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That we hereby convey to our beloved brother an 
assurance of our hearty sympathy in his domestic griefs. 

Resolved, 2. That the Publishing Committee of the Pittsburgh 
Christian Advocate be and are hereby authorized to continue his 
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J.M. Trimble. 


408 


June 3. 


TWENTY-NINTH 
Day. 


Afternoon. 


W. M’K. Hes- 
ter’s motion 
to reconsider 
the matter of 
E. Q. Fuller’s 
salary laid on 
the table. 


Revisals: Re- 
ort No. 
VIII taken 
up. 
Rothweiler’s 
Amendment. 


Laid on_ the 
table. 


Motion of J. M. 
Buckley to 
insert in Con- 
ference Sta- 
tistics a col- 
umn for 
American Bi- 
ble Society 
laid on the 
table. 


Questions for 
the Annual 
Conferences. 


Journal of the General Conference. [1872. 


salary for three months beyond the expiration of his term of 
service, provided he shall not sooner obtain work. 


W. W’K. Hester moved that the action in case of E. 
Q. Fuller be reconsidered, in order to apply the same 
limitation as is provided for in other similar cases. 

On motion of D. Curry, this motion was laid on 
the table. 

Report No. XVIII of the Committee on Revisals was 
taken up and read. 

J. Rothweiler moved to amend by inserting an ad- 
ditional column for other benevolent contributions of 
the Church. 

On motion of W. Cooper, this amendment was laid 
on the table. 

J. M. Buckley moved to amend by adding a column 
for contributions to the American Bible Society. 

On motion of W. Cooper, this amendment was laid 
on the table by a count vote of 133 to 102, and the 
original report was adopted as follows : 


REVISALS—REPORT NO. XVIII. 


The Committee on Revisals recommend the following substitute 
for the answer on page 52, to quest. 5, Part II, sec. 2, namely: 

Answer. To inquire, 

1. Have any. entered this Conference by transfer or readmission ? 

2. Who are admitted on trial ? 

3. Who remain on trial? 

4. Who are admitted into full connection ? 

5. Who are the deacons of the first class ? 

6. Who are the deacons of the second class ? 

7. Who have been elected and ordained elders this year ? 

8. Who are the supernumerary preachers ? 

9. Who are the superannuated preachers ? 

10. Was the character of each preacher examined ? 

11. Have any located ? 

12. Have any withdrawn ? 

13. Have any been transferred, and to what Conference ? 

14. Have any been expelled ? 

15. Have any died ? 

16. What is the statistical report ? 

(1.) Membership. 

Number of probationers. 

Number of full members. 

Number of local preachers, 

Number of deaths. 

(2.) Baptisms. 

Children. 

Adults. 

(3.) Church property. 

Number of churches. 

Probable value. 

Number of parsonages. 
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Probable value. June 3. 

* Amount raised for building and improving churches and par- Twenty-nivra 
sonages. AY. 

* Present indebtedness. Afternoon. 


(4.) Benevolent collections. 

For Conference claimants. 

For Missions. 

From Churches. 
From Sabbath-schools. 

For the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society. 

For the Board of Church Extension. + 

For the Tract Society. 

For the Sunday-School Union of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

For the Freedmen’s Aid Society. 

For Education. 

(5.) Sabbath-schools. 

Number of schools. 

Number of officers and teachers. 

Total number of scholars of all ages. 

Number of scholars fifteen years of age and over. 

Number of scholars under fifteen, except infant class. 

Number of scholars in infant class. 

Average attendance of teachers and scholars in whole school. 

Number of library books. 

Total expense of school this year. 

Number of Sunday-School Advocates taken. 

Number of Sunday-School Journals taken. 

Number of officers and teachers who are Church-members or 
probationers. 

Number of scholars who are Church-members or probationers. 

Number of conversions this year. 

* (6.) Ministerial support. 

Claims. 

Receipts. 

17. What are the claims upon the Conference fund ? 

18. What has been received on the foregoing claims, and how 
has it been applied ? 

*19. Have any local preachers been ordained ? 

* 20. Are any of our literary or theological institutions under the 
control and patronage of this Conference, and what is their con- 
dition? - 

* 21. Who are the Conference Board of Church Extension ? 

22. Where are the preachers stationed ? 

23. Where and when shall the next Conference he held ? 

Nors.—The items marked with a [*] are not to be included in 
the General Minutes. 

Your Committee recommend that the Book Agents be instructed 
to publish of the Sabbath-school returns, in the General Minutes, 
only the items relating to the number of schools, officers and teach- 


ers, and scholars. 


The supplemental Report of the Trustees of the Trustees clect- 

Oo fill va- 

Chartered Fund was presented and read, and, on mo- ne Aas 
: ‘ ga : Chartered 

tion of J. M. Reid, the nomination of Trustees therein Fund Board. 


contained was approved as follows, to wit: 


John F. Keen, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of 
Thomas Wilmer; James Long, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the 


death of T. K. Collins. 
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E. H. Waring presented the following resolution, 
which was read and adopted : 


Resolved, That the editors of the Discipline be and they are hereby 
directed to number the several paragraphs of the Discipline con- 
secutively throughout the entire book, by placing figures in the 
margin, in order to facilitate reference to the several items therein 
contained. 


Report No. VII of the Committee on the State of the 
Church was taken up and read. 

J. Kiger moved to strike out all that relates to Dis- 
trict Conferences, but the motion was laid on the table. 

L. C. Queal moved to lay the whole subject on the 
table, but the motion was lost by a count vote of 130 
for to 142 against. 

W. IF. Cowles moved to take up the report section 
by section, but the motion was lost. 

The report was then adopted by a count vote of 144 
for to 136 against, as follows : 


STATE OF THE CHURCH—REPORT NO. VII. 


The Committee on the State of the Church having considered the 
memorial of the ‘‘ National Local Preachers’ Association”’ respecting 
District Conferences, and approving in their chief parts the sugges- 
tions therein contained, submit the following recommendations : 

After sec. 2 of chap. i, Part IJ, following page 55 of the Disci- 
pline, insert a new section as follows: 


Srotion II].—The District Conferences. 


Quest. 1. Of whom shall the District Conferences be composed ? 

Ans. Of all the traveling and local preachers, the exhorters, the 
district stewards, and the Sunday-school superintendents in the 
district. But if there should be more than one Sunday-school 
superintendent in any circuit or station, then the Quarterly Confer- 
ence shall designate one of them for this service. 

Quest. 2. How often shall the District Conference meet? 

Ans. Twice each year, at such time and place as the Presiding 
Elder shall designate for the first meeting after the adoption of this 
plan by any district, but the District Conference shall at each meet- 
ing fix the place for its next meeting, the time to be fixed by the 
Presiding Elder. The first District Conference for the year shall 
be held in the early part of it, the second near the close. 

Quest. 3. Who shall preside in the District Conference ? 

Ans. The Presiding Elder. In his absence the District Confer- 
ence shall choose its own President by ballot from among the tray- 
eling elders. 

Quest. 4. How shall the minutes of the District Conference be 
kept ? 

Ans. By a Secretary chosen by the Conference. The minutes 
shall be carefully recorded in a book provided for the purpose, and 
kept by the Secretary for future use or reference. 

Quest. 5. What shall be the regular business of the District 
Conference ? 
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Ans. 1. To take the general oversight of all the temporal and 
spiritual affairs of the district, subject to the provisions of the 
Discipline. 

2. To take cognizance of all the local preachers and exhorters in 
the district, and to inquire respecting the gifts, labors, and useful- 
ness of each by name, and to arrange a plan of appointments for 
each for the ensuing half year. 

3. To hear complaints against local preachers, to try, suspend, 
deprive of ministerial office and credentials, expel or acquit any 
local preacher against whom charges may be preferred. 

4, To license local preachers, and to recommend to the Annual 
Conference local preachers as suitable candidates for deacon’s or 
elder’s orders, and for admission on trial in the traveling connec- 
tion: Provided, that no person shall be licensed to preach, nor 
recommended for orders, nor for admission in the traveling connec- 
tion, without the recommendation of the Quarterly Conference, or 
of the stewards’ aud leaders’ meeting of the circuit or station of 
which he is a member; and in all cases the candidates shall first 
pass a satisfactory examination in doctrine and discipline. 

5. To inquire whether all the collections for the benevolent insti- 
tutions of the Church as recognized by the Discipline are properly 
attended to in all the circuits and stations, and to adopt suitable 
measures for promoting their success. 

6. To inquire into the condition of the Sunday-schools in the 
district, and to adopt suitable measures for insuring their success. 

7. To inquire respecting opportunities for missionary and Church 
extension enterprises within the district, and to take measures for 
the occupation of any neglected portions of its territory by mis- 
sion Sunday-schools and appointments for public worship. 

8. To provide for appropriate religious and literary exercises 
during its sessions for the mutual benefit of those attending upon 
them. 

9. The District Stewards shall, at the place, and at or near the 
time, of the first District Conference for the year, make their esti- 
mate for the support of the Presiding Elder, as provided in Part 
VI, chap. i, sec. 2, of the Discipline. 

Notr.—The provisions of this section shall be of force and bind- 
ing only in those districts in which the Quarterly Conferences of a 
majority of the circuits and stations shall have approved it, by ask- 
ing the Presiding Elder to convene the District Conference, as 
herein provided. In those districts in which District Conferences 
shall be held, the powers by this section given to the District 
Conferences shall not be exercised by the Quarterly Conferences, 
In all other cases their powers shall remain as heretofore pro- 
vided. 
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was taken up, and the vacancies in the Board of Edu- 
cation were filled as follows: 

For four years—D. P. Kidder. For twelve years—Charles. A. 
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A motion was made, and lost, to the effect that when 
the Conference adjourns it should be to half past seven 


o’clock this evening. 


port No. VIL. 
‘Vacancies in 
the Board of 
Education 
filled. 


The Committee on Union with other Methodist Union with oth- 


Bodies presented the following, which was adopted: 


er Methodist 
Bodies. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CHURCH UNION. 


The Committee on Union with other Methodist Bodies beg leave 
respectfully to report: 

We rejoice to discern so many signs of the growing tendency to 
the union of our common Methodism. Addresses and reports from 
various bodies assure us of this, and the labors of the Commission 
on Chureh Union appointed by order of the last General Confer- 
ence are not without promise. The difficulties in the way of this 
result are steadily growing less, and we trust that ere the close of 
the first century from the death of our founder our whole Church 
on this continent will be in one communion. We submit the fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Resolved, 1. That a Commission of nine persons be appointed to 
confer with any like Commission from any Methodist body in 
America in respect to union with the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and submit the terms of such union to the next General Con- 
ference. 

Resolved, 2. That the Boards of Managers and General Commit- 
tees of the Missionary, Church Extension, Sunday-School, Tract, 
Freedmen’s Aid, and Education Societies, and the Book Committee 
aud Book Agents, be and are hereby empowered to co-operate with 
any Methodist Church desiring to act with us through any of these 
forms, ouly so that no loss shall accrue to us through such ar- 
rangements. 


H. Mansell presented the following resolution, which 
was read and adopted, the rule requiring a proposi- 
tion to change the Discipline to lay over one day 
having been suspended : 


Resolved, That after the answer to quest. 3, sec. 14, chap. ii, 
Part II, of the Discipline, we insert the following: 

Presiding Elders in Missions and Mission Conferences in 
heathen lands may be appointed to the same district for more than 
four successive years. 


H. Slicer offered the following resolution, which 
was read and adopted : 


Resolved, That it is not advisable that either of the recent Book 
Agents should be placed upon the Book Committee. 


Report No. II of the Committee on Freedmen was 
taken up, read, and adopted, as follows: 


FREEDMEN—REPORT NO. II. 


The Committee recommends that the following be inserted in the 
Discipline, namely: 


Section ——. 
Question. What more can be done for the mental and moral ele- 


vation of the Freedmen and others in the South who have special 
claims upon the Christian people of America? 
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Answer, 1. Let all our people contribute liberally each year for 
the support of our Freedmen’s Aid Society. 

2. Let the Freedmen’s Aid Society be careful to locate its schools 
where they will be of most advantage to our Churches and mis- 
sions, and especially seek to educate those persons who are called 
to preach, or who propose to become preachers; and let only those 
persons be employed as teachers who will conscientiously work in 
our Sunday-schools, and cheerfully co-operate with our ministers. 

3. The Board of Managers shall determine what amount shall be 
expended annually in this work, and apportion the same, according 
to their best judgment, among the several Annual Conferences, and 
each Annual Conference shall apportion, or cause to be apportioned, 
the’ amount assigned to it among the circuits and stations within its 
bounds; and each Presiding Elder, as early in the Conference year 
as possible, shall inform each Quarterly Conference in his district of 
the amount to be raised by the charge it represents. 

4, It shall be the duty of each preacher in charge to present this 
subject to his congregation, or cause it to be presented, once each 
year, in a sermon or address; to aid in the diffusion of intelligence 
in regard to the work of the Society and the wants of the Freed- 
men, and to use due diligence to collect the amount apportioned to 
his charge. He shall report to the Annual Conference the sum 
collected, and the collections shall be published in a column in the 
General Minutes and in the Minutes of the Annual Conference. 

5. The Corresponding Secretary, if a traveling preacher, shall be 
a member of such Annual Conference as he, with the approbation 
of the Bishop, may select. 


The Report of the Committee on Boundaries was 
taken up, and the items referring to Alabama, Cali- 
fornia, Central Illinois, and Central Ohio Conferences 
were adopted. 

When the item relating to Central Pennsylvania 
Conference was read, J. S. M’Murray moved to amend 
by adding the words, “including Harrisburgh;” so 
as to read, “Thence by the Susquehanna river to the 
place of beginning, including Harrisburgh.” The 
representatives of the Conferences interested were 
heard, under the rule, and a motion to lay the 
amendment on the table was lost by a count vote of 
68 to 117. 

T. Carlton called for the previous question, and the 
call was sustained. 

The vote was then taken, and the amendment was 
adopted by a count vote of 124 to 72; and the whole 
item referring to Central Pennsylvania Conference was 
then adopted. 

The delegations then nominated, and the Conference 
appointed, the members of the Book, Mission, Church 
Extension, and Freedmen’s Aid Commitiees, as follows : 
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BOOK COMMITTEE, 


MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE FROM DISTRIOTS. 


ist District, M. J. Talbot. 


2d 
3d 
4th 
5th 
6th 
7th 
8th 
9th 
10th 
11th 
12th 


(74 


oo 


I. D. King. 

F. G. Hibbard. 
John Williams. 
Alex. Martin. 

O. V. Lemon. 
William R. Fayle. 
William H. Hunter. 
W. Brush. 
Benjamin R. Bonner. 
M. Prichard, 

C. W. Loeber. 


MEMBERS FROM NEW YORK OR VICINITY. 


James H. Taft. 
George J. Ferry. 


Charles C. North. 


MEMBERS FROM CINCINNATI OR VICINITY. 


Amos Shinkle. 


James P. Kilbreth. 


Rudolph A. W. Briiehl. 


MISSIONS. 


1st District, Stephen Allen. 


2d 
3d 
4th 
5th 
6th 
7th 
8th 
9th 
10th 
11th 
12th 


2d 
3d 
4th 
5th 
6th 


(74 


66 


(<4 


Samuel Meredith. 
Benoni I. Ives. 
Wm. C. Pierce. 
Lyttleton F. Morgan. 
Joseph M. Trimble. 
Arad 8. Lakin. — 
Samuel Godfrey. 

J. B. Bachman. 
John Van Cleve. 
Otis Gibson. 

Jacob Rothweiler. 


CHURCH EXTENSION. 
1st District, C. S. Harrington. 


“co 
“ 
6c 
14 


“cc 


D. Campbell. 

E. Remington. 
J. M’Murray. 

R. H. Robinson. 
W. C. De Pauw. 
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7th District, John Braden. 

Sth W. S. Harrington. 

Sth ie Joseph Knotts. 
TOthe » Nathan Shumate. 
dich B. T. Vincent. 
Tths John Schlagenhauf. 


FREEDMEN’S AID. 


1st District, H. W. Worthen, Thomas Kniel. 
20a. em J.M. Buckley, W. J. Groo. 

3d if W. G. Queal, David Decker. 
Ath; 1a“ W. F. Day, C. J. Albright. 
Stine G. W. Matton, C. Holloway. 
Gthiei:, “ W. L. Muir, J. H. V. Smith. 
7th “ A.C. M’Donald, J. Polk. 

8th =“ I. Coggshall, W.M. Newcomb. 
Seneret * G. W. Wright, H. A. Jones. 
LOthy oy F. W. Evans, J. G. English. 
fitch) 4: N. Doane, G. Webber. 
Tehrani L. 8. Jacoby, ‘Theodore Bauer. 


Pending the appointment of the Book Committee, 
L. C. Queal moved that it is the sense of this Confer- 
ence that the members of the Book Committee to be 
appointed from New York and Cincinnati should be 
laymen; which motion was lost by a vote of 87 to 93. 

On motion, Conference adjourned. The doxology 
having been sung, the benediction was pronounced by 
T. Carlton, of Genesee Conference. 


TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 4, 


The Conference met this morning, Bishop Ames in 
the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by W. 
R. Fayle, of Texas Conference. 

The Journal of yesterday afternoon’s session was 
read and approved. 
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Samuel Godfrey offered an amendment to the bound- 
aries of the Indiana Conference, as follows, namely : 

Along the line of the Saint Louis, Vandalia, Terre Haute, and 
Indianapolis Railroad to White River; thence up said river to 
New York-street, Indianapolis; thence east on said street to Merid- 
jan-street; thence south. 

J. A. Hammer called for the previous question ; 
the call was sustained, and the substitute offered by 
Samuel Godfrey was lost, and the boundaries of the — 
Indiana Conference, as reported by the Committee, 
were adopted. 

A. J. Kynett moved that the time of debate be 
limited to five minutes for each speaker, and the mo- 
tion prevailed. 

I. A. Hammer moved an amendment to the bound- 
aries of Iowa Conference, as follows, namely : 


Thence north on the south line of Jasper County; thence west 
on line of said county; thence north to the north-west corner of 
Jasper County. 

J. Knotts moved to lay the amendment on the table: 
pending which the previous question was ordered, on 
motion of J. O. Rich. 

The amendment was lost on a count vote of 99 to 
129, and the report as to the boundaries of Iowa Con- 
ference was then adopted. 

It was moved that the southern boundary of the 
Kansas Conference be the thirty-sixth parallel of north 
latitude, and the amendment prevailed. 

The boundaries of New York Conference were 
changed by adding the words, “including Gaylords- 
ville.” 

W. H. Goode moved the following amendment as to 
the boundaries of the North Indiana Conference: 


Resolved, That this report be amended by restoring the bound- 
aries of North Indiana Conference as they were prior to the changes 
of 1868, and that the boundaries of South-eastern Indiana Confer- 
ence be conformed to this amendment. 


W.H. Goode called for the previous question, and 
the call was sustained; but the amendment did not 
prevail, and the report as to the boundaries of this 
Conference was adopted. 

W. H. Black moved to reconsider the action by 
which Harrisburgh was taken from the Philadelphia 
and placed in the Central Pennsylvania Conference. 
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A motion to lay this motion on the table prevailed, 
on a count vote of 157 for to 66 against. 

S. W. Thomas moved to amend, by striking out the 
words “and” and “excepting” in the last part of the 
report. 

S. Barnes moved the following substitute for 8. W. 
Thomas’s motion, namely : 

Beginning after the phrase ‘on the north,” strike out the fol- 
lowing, “by the north lines of Dauphin, Schuylkill, Carbon, and 
Monroe Counties, except Ashland and Beaver Meadow Circuit,” and 
insert, “‘by the crest of the Broad Mountain from the Susquehanna 
River to the Lehigh River, thence by the Lehigh. River and the 
northern boundary of Monroe County to the place of beginning, ex- 
cept Hickory Run Circuit.” 

J. Kiger moved to lay the substitute on the table, 
and the motion prevailed. 

Pending a motion to lay the amendment on the 
table, a call for the previous question prevailed; the 
amendment was lost, and the report was adopted. 

The items of the report relating to the Pittsburgh, 
Providence, Rock River, South Carolina, South-eastern 
Indiana, South-west German, Saint Louis, Tennessee, 
Texas, Troy, Upper Iowa, West Wisconsin, Washing- 
ton, and Wisconsin Conferences were adopted. 

E. Q. Fuller offered the following resolution, which, 
on motion of Joseph Middleton, was laid on the table: 

Resolved, That the members of the Georgia and Alabama Confer- 
ences be and hereby are authorized to organize a conference or con- 
ferences during the next four years, provided that a majority of 
them deem it important to the prosperity of the Church to do so, 
the Bishop presiding concurring. 

The appended resolutions of Committee on Bound- 
aries in reference to various Conferences were adopted, 
except the seventh item, which was laid on the table, 
and the report as a whole was adopted, as follows: 


BOUNDARIES—REPORT NO. IY. 


The Committee on Boundaries present the following final report 
on Conference lines: 


ARKANSAS CONFERENCE. 


1, Arkansas Conference shall include the State of Arkansas and 
the Indian country west of the State. 


ALABAMA CONFERENCE. 


2. Alabama Conference shall include the State of Alabama. 
OT 
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BALTIMORE OONFERENCE. 


3. Baltimore Conference shall embrace the District of Columbia, 
the Western Shore of Maryland, excepting so much of Alleghany 
County as lies west of the dividing ridge of the Alleghany Mount- 
ains, and including so much of the State of Pennsylvania as lies 
within the Hancock, Alleghany, and Frostburgh Circuits, the County 
of Frederick, the city of Fredericksburg, in the State of Virginia, 
and the counties of Jefferson, Berkeley, Morgan, Hampshire, Min- 
eral, Hardy, Pendleton, and Grant, in the State of West Virginia. 


CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE. 


4. California Vonference shall include the State of California ly- 


ing west of the summit of the Sierra ee Mountains and the 
Sandwich Islands. 


CENTRAL GERMAN CONFERENCE, 


5. Central German Conference shall comprise the German work 
within the States of Ohio, West Virginia, Michigan, and Indiana, 
except those appointments belonging at present to the Chicago 
German Conference; also, the German work in the States of Ken- 


tucky, Tennessee, and Western Pennsylvania, and also include Gol- 
conda and Metropolis, Dlinois. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS CONFERENCE. 


6. Central Illinois Conference shall embrace that part of the State 
of Illinois north of the Illinois Conference and south of the follow- 
ing line, namely: Beginning on the Mississippi River at the Mere- 
dosia, thence down the Meredosia to its mouth; thence easterly to 
Center School-House, so as to include Center Society; thence to 
the mouth of Mud Creek; thence up Green River to Coal Creek ; 
thence up said creek to the Chicago and Rock Island Railroad; 
thence along said railroad to Bureau Junction; thence to the Ti. 
nois River; thence up said river and the Kankakee to the Indiana 
State line, leaving the city of Ottawa in the Rock River Conference, 
and Aroma and Bureau Junction in the Central Illinois Conference. 


CENTRAL NEW YORK CONFERENCE. 


7. Central New York Conference shall be bounded on the 
west by the Western New York Conference, extending into the 
State of Pennsylvania so as to include Troy District; on the east by 
the west line of Tioga County and the west line of the town of 
Danby to its junction with the town of Ithaca; thence by a line 
running easterly, north of Slaterville, Harford, Marathon, and Wil- 
lett, to the west line of Chenango County; thence northerly to the 
north line of said county, excluding all of Chenango District in 
Chenango County; thence easterly on the northern line of said 
county to the Midland Railroad, and on the east and north by the 
Northern New York Conference. 


CENTRAL OHIO CONFERENCE. 


8. Central Ohio Conference shall be bounded on the north by 
the north line of the State of Ohio; on the east by the North Ohio 
Conference; on the south by the Springfield branch of the Cleve- 
land, Columbus, and Cincinnati Railroad to the west line of the 
Ohio Conference, yet so as to exclude St. Paul’s Charge in Delaware 
and Milford, and to include Marysville; thence to the west line of 
the State of Ohio, by the north line of the Cincinnati Conference ; 
and on the west by the west line of the State of Ohio, 


1872.] Journal of the General Conference. 419 


June 4. 
CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA CONFERENCE. THIRTIETH 
Day. 
9. Central Pennsylvania Conference shall be bounded as follows: Gentralebenne 
On the south by the State line from the Susquehanna River to the sylvania, 


west boundary of Bedford County, excepting so much of the State 
of Pennsylvania as is included in the Baltimore Conference; on the 
west by the west line of Bedford, Blair, and Clearfield Counties, ex- 
cept so much of Clearfield County as is embraced in the Erie Con- 
ference; thence to Saint Mary’s; on the north by a line extending 
from Saint Mary’s eastward to Emporium; thence by the southern 
boundary of Potter and Tioga Counties, including Wharton, or any 
part south of the mountain ridge in Potter County, except such 
portion of Tioga as is in Liberty Valley Circuit; thence through 
Sullivan County north of Laporte, to the west line of Wyoming 
County ; on the east by Wyoming Conference to the north line of 
the Philadelphia Conference; thence on the northern line of Car- 
bon, Schuylkill, and Dauphin Counties to the Susquehanna River, 
including Ashland, Beaver Meadow, and Whitehaven Circuits; 
thence by the Susquehanna River to the place of beginning, includ- 
ing Harrisburg. 


CHICAGO GERMAN CONFERENCE. 


10. Chicago German Conference shall include all the State of Chicago Ger- 
Wisconsin, except those appointments along the Mississippi River ™2 ' 
and that part of the State of Illinois north of an east and west line 
passing along the north line of the City of Bloomington, (also except- 
ing the territory now in the South-west German Conference,) and 
east of a north and south line passing through the city of Freeport, 
and that part of the State of Indiana west of the line between the 
counties of St. Joseph and Elkhart, and north of the line between 
Stark and Pulaski Counties. It shall also include Danville, Ilinois. 


CINCINNATI CONFERENCE, 


11. Cincinnati Conference shall be bounded on the north by a line Cincinnati. 

commencing at the south-west corner of Darke County in the State 
of Ohio; thence easterly to the north-west corner of the Ohio Con- 
ference, so as to leave Bellefontaine and Delaware Districts in the 
Central Ohio Conference; on the east by the Ohio Conference; on 
the south by the Ohio River; and on the west by the State of In- 
diana, except so much of a variation of that line as to attach 
Elizabeth, Hamilton County, Ohio, to the South-eastern Indiana 
Conference. 


COLORADO CONFERENCE. 
12. Colorado Conference shall include Colorado Territory and Oolorado. 
that part of the Territory of Wyoming lying north of Colorado. 
DELAWARE CONFERENCE. 


13. Delaware Conference shall include the territory north and Delaware. 
west of the Washington Conference, and east of the summit of the 
Alleghany Mountains. 


DES MOINES CONFERENCE. 


14, Des Moines Conference shall include that part of the State of Des Moines, 
Towa west and south of the following lines: Beginning at the south-. 
east corner of Wayne County; thence north to the south line of 
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Marshall County, (leaving Knoxville to the Iowa Conference, and 
Monroe to the Des Moines Conference ;) thence west to the south- 
east corner of Story County ; thence north to the north-east corner 
of Story County; thence west to the north-east corner of Crawford 
County; thence south to the north line of township eighty-three; 
thence west to the east line of Monona County; thence south and 
west on the line of Monona County to the Missouri River. 


DETROIT CONFERENCE. 


15. Detroit Conference shall include that part of the State of 
Michigan east of the principal meridian, and also the Upper 
Peninsula. 


EAST GERMAN CONFERENCE. 


16. Kast German Conference shall embrace the German work east 
of the Alleghany Mountains. 


EAST MAINE CONFERENCE. 


17. East Maine Conference shall include that part of the State of 
Maine not included in the Maine Conference. 


ERIE CONFERENCE, 


18. Erie Conference shall be bounded on the north by Lake Erie, 
on the east by a line commencing at the mouth of the Cattaraugus 
Creek ; thence up said creek to the village of Gowanda, leaving said 
village in the Genesee Conference; thence to the Alleghany 
River at the mouth of the Tunungwant Creek; thence up said 
Creek southward to the ridge dividing between the waters of Clarion 
and Sinnemahoning Creeks; thence southward to the head of Ma- 
honing Creek; thence down said creek, exclusive of the Milton 
Society, but including Finley Society in the Punxutawney Circuit, 
and Putneyville in the Bethlehem Circuit, to the Alleghany River; 
thence across said river in a north-westerly direction to the Western 
Reserve Line, including the north part of Butler County and New- 
eastle, and also including Petersburgh; thence west to the Ohio 
Canal; thence along said canal to Lake Erie, including Akron and all 
of Cleveland lying east of the Cuyahoga River. 


FLORIDA CONFERENCE. 
19. Florida Conference shall include the State of Florida. 


GEORGIA CONFERENCE. 
20. Georgia Conference shall include the State of Georgia. 


GERMANY AND SWITZERLAND CONFERENCE, 


21. Germany and Switzerland Conference shall include the work 
in Germany and those portions of France and Switzerland where 
the German language is spoken. 


HOLSTON CONFERENCE, 


22. Holston Conference shall be bounded on the east by Virgin- 
ja; on the north by Virginia and Kentucky; on the west by the 
western summit of the Cumberland Mountains; on the south by 
Georgia and the Blue Ridge, including that portion of North 
‘Carolina not within the North Carolina Conference. | 


1872.] Journal of the General Conference. 


ILLINOIS CONFERENCE. 


23. Illinois Conference shall include that part of the State of 
Ilinois not within the Southern Illinois Conference, south of the 
following line, namely: Beginning at Warsaw on the Mississippi 
River; thence to Vermont; thence to the mouth of Spoon River; 
thence up the Illinois River to the north-west corner of Mason 
County ; thence to the junction of the Central and the Alton and 
Chicago Railroads; thence to the south-west corner of Iroquois 
County; thence east to the State of Indiana, leaving Vermont, 
Mackinaw Circuit, and Normal in the Central Illinois, and Warsaw 
and Bloomington in the Illinois Conference. 


INDIA CONFERENCE. 


24, India Conference shall include the provinces of Oudh and 
Rohileund and Cawnpore in the north-west provinces, and Kumaon 
and Gurhwal on the Himalaya Mountains. 


INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


25. Indiana Conference shall be bounded on the north and east 
by a line beginning where the National Road intersects the west 
line of the State of Indiana; thence along said road to Terre Haute; 
thence along the St. Louis, Vandalia, Terre Haute, and Indianapolis 
Railroad to the corporation line of Indianapolis; thence north and 
east by said corporation line to the Michigan Road; thence south 
by said road to the Indianapolis and Lafayette Railroad; thence 
south by said railroad to Third-street; thence east by Third-street 
to Meridian-street; thence south by Meridian-street, Madison 
Avenue, and Madison Pike to the southern limits of the city ; thence 
west to White River; thence down said river to the west line of 
Johnson County; thence south on the west line of Johnson, 
Brown, Jackson, Scott, and Clark Counties to the Ohio River; on 
the south by the Ohio River; aud on the west by the State of 
Illinois. 


IOWA CONFERENCE. 


26. Iowa Conference shall be bounded on the east by the Mis- 
sissippi River; on the south by the Missouri State Line; on the 
west and north by a line commencing at the south-west corner of 
Appanoose County; thence north to Marshall County, leaving 
Knoxville in the Iowa Conference and Monroe in the Des Moines 
Conference; thence on the south line of Marshall County due east 
to Iowa River; thence down said river to lowa City; thence on the 
Chicago, Rock Island, and Pacific Railroad to Davenport, leaving 
Davenport and Iowa City in Upper Iowa Conference, and all inter- 
mediate towns in Iowa Conference. 


KANSAS CONFERENCE. 
27. Kansas Conference shall include the State of Kansas and so 


much of the Indian Territory south thereof as lies north of the 
thirty-sixth parallel of north latitude. 


KENTUCKY CONFERENCE, 


28. Kentucky Conference shall include the State of Kentucky. 
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LEXINGTON CONFERENCE. 


29. Lexington Conference shall include the States of Kentucky, 
Ohio, and Indiana. 


LIBERIA CONFERENCE. 


30. Liberia Conference shall embrace the western coast of Africa. 


LOUISIANA CONFERENCE. 


31. Louisiana Conference shall include the State of Louisiana. 


MAINE CONFERENCE, 


32. Maine Conference shall include that part of the State of 
Maine west of the Kennebec River from its mouth to the great bend 
below Skowhegan, and of a line running thence north to the State 
line, including Skowhegan and Augusta, and also that part of New 
Hampshire east of the White Hills, and north of the waters of 
Ossipee Lake and the town of Gorham. 


MICHIGAN CONFERENCE. 


33. Michigan Conference shall include the State of Michigan west 
of the principal meridian in the Lower Peninsula. 


MINNESOTA CONFERENCE. 


34. Minnesota Conference shall include the State of Minnesota. 


MISSISSIPPI CONFERENCE. 


35. Mississippi Conference shall include the State of Mississippi. 


MISSOURI CONFERENCE. 
36. Missouri Conference shall include so much of the State of 


Missouri as lies north of the Missouri River. 
NEBRASKA CONFERENCE. 
37. Nebraska Conference shall embrace the State of Nebraska. 


NEVADA CONFERENCE. 


38. Nevada Conference shall include Nevada and so much of 
California as lies east of the west summit of the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains. 


NEWARK CONFERENCE. 


39. Newark Conference shall include that part of the State of 
New Jersey not included in the New Jersey Conference. Staten 
Island, and so much of New York and Pennsylvania as lies within 
the Jersey City and Newton Districts. 


NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE. 


40. New England Conference shall include all of Massachusetts 
east of the Green Mountains not included in the New Hampshire 
and Providence Conferences. 
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41. New Hampshire Conference shall include New Hampshire, New. Haman 


except that part within the Maine Conference; also that part of ~ shire 
Massachusetts north-east of the Merrimac River. 


NEW JERSEY CONFERENCE. 


42. New Jersey Conference shall include that part of New Jersey New Jersey. 
south of the following line, namely: Commencing at Raritan Bay; 
thence up said bay and river to New Brunswick; thence along the 
turnpike road to Lambertville on the Delaware, including the city 
of New Brunswick and Lambertville Station. 


NEW YORK CONFERENCE. 


43. New York Conference shall consist of the territory now in New York. 
the New York, Poughkeepsie, (including Gaylordsville,) Newburgh, 
Prattsville, Ellenville, and Rhinebeck Districts. 


NEW YORK EAST CONFERENCE. 


44, New York East Conference shall include the New York, Bd t York 
Bridgeport, New Haven, and the two Long Island Districts, including bas 
those charges in the city of New York east of a line running 
through Third Avenue, Bowery, Chatham-street, Park Row, and 
Broadway. 


NORTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE. 


45. North Carolina Conference shall include the State of North North Carolina. 
Carolina, excepting the ten counties west of Wautauga County and 
the Blue Ridge. 


NORTHERN NEW YORK CONFERENCE, 


46. Northern New York Conference shall include so much of the Northern New 

county of Franklin as is not within the Troy Conference, and all York. 

of the counties of St. Lawrence, Jefferson, Lewis, Oneida, and 

Herkimer, and all of Oswego County except Phenix and Brewer- 

ton, and so much of the county of Madison as lies on and east of 

the New York and Midland Railroad, together with Cherry Valley 

and Springfield in Otsego County, Sharon Springs in Schoharie 

County, and Frey’s Bush, Ames, and St. Johnsville in Montgomery 

County. 


NORTH INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


47. North Indiana Conference shall be bounded on the north by North Indiana. 

Michigan; on the east by Ohio, including Union City; on the south 
by the National Road, from the State line west to Marion County, 
thence north to the north-east corner of said county, thence west to 
the Michigan Road; on the west by said Michigan Road to South 
Bend, and thence by the St. Joseph River to the Michigan State 
line, including Logansport and all towns on the National Road east 
of Indianapolis. 


NORTH OHIO CONFERENCE. 


48. North Ohio Conference shall be bounded on the north by the North Ohio. 
Ohio State line; on the east by Erie Conference, and Tuscarawas 
and Muskingum Rivers, to Dresden; on the south by Ohio Confer- 
ence, including Utica, Homer, and Galena Circuits, and excluding 


# 


424 


June 4. 
THIRTIETH 
Day, 


North-west 
German. 


North-west In- 
diana. 


North-west 
Iowa. 


Ohio. 


Oregon. 


Philadelphia. 


Pittsburgh. 


Journal of the General Conference. [1872. 


Stratford; on the west by the main road passing through Delaware 
and Marion to Upper Sandusky, and the Sandusky River, excluding 
go much of the town of Delaware as lies west of the Olentangy 
River, and also excluding the towns of Marion, Fremont, and Upper 
Sandusky, and including Tiffin. 


NORTH-WEST GERMAN CONFERENCE. 


49. North-west German Conference shall include the State of 
Minnesota and that part of the State of Iowa north of an east 
and west line passing along the south line of the city of Clinton, and 
that part of the State of Ilinois lying west of the bounds of the 
Chicago German Conference. 


NORTH-WEST INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


50. North-west Indiana Conference shall be bounded on the north 
by Lake Michigan and the State line; on the east by the St. Joseph 
River and the Michigan Road; on the south by the Indiana Confer- 
ence; and on the west by Illinois, including all the towns on the 
Michigan Road except Logansport, and all the towns on the south- 
ern boundary. 


NORTH-WEST IOWA CONFERENCE. 


51. North-west Iowa Conference shall include that part of the 
State of Iowa west of the Upper Iowa and north of the Des Moines 
Conferences, and shall also include Dakota Territory. 


OHIO CONFERENCE, 


52. Ohio Conference shall be bounded as follows: Commencing 
on the Muskingum River south of Dresden; thence down said river 
to the Ohio River, including Zanesville and Marietta; thence down 
the Ohio River to the mouth of Ohio Brush Creek; thence north to 
the south-east corner of Fayette County; thence notth-west to the 
west line of Fayette County; thence north on the west line of the 
Fayette and Madison Counties to the Springfield branch of the 
Cleveland, Columbus, and Cincinnati Railroad, leaving Vienna, Dun- 
barton, and Sinking Springs Circuits west of said line; thence east 
on the southern boundaries of Central Ohio and North Ohio Confer- 
ences to the place of beginning, including Milford, Stratford, and 
St. Paul’s Charge in Delaware. 


QREGON CONFERENCE. 


53. Oregon Conference shall include the State of Oregon and 
Washington Territory, and so much of what is known as Goose Lake 
Valley as lies within the State of Oregon. 


PHILADELPHIA CONFERENCE. 


54, Philadelphia Conference shall be bounded on the east by the 
Delaware River; on the south by the Pennsylvania State line; on 
the west by the Susquehanna River, excluding Harrisburgh; on the 
north by the north lines of Dauphin, Schuylkill, Carbon, and Monroe 
Counties, excepting Ashland and Beaver Meadows Circuit. 


PITTSBURGH CONFERENCE. 


55. Pittsburgh Conference shall be bounded on the north by Erie 
Conference; on the east by the summit of the Alleghany Mountaing 
to the southern boundary of Pennsylvania, excluding New Wash 
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ington Circuit; thence west along the line of the West Virginia 
Conference to the Ohio River; thence down said river to Muskin- 
gum River, excluding Marietta and Zanesville; thence up said river 
to the line of Erie Conference, including Massillon, and excluding 
the towns of Fulton and Clinton. 


PROVIDENCE CONFERENCE. 


56. Providence Conference shall include that part of Connecticut 
east of Connecticut River; the State of Rhode Island, with Millville 
and Blackstone in Massachusetts; and also that part of Massachu- 
setts south-east of a line drawn from the north-east corner of Rhode 
Island to the mouth of Neponset River, leaving Walpole Station, 
Foxborough, and Quincy Point in New England Conference. 


ROCK RIVER CONFERENCE. 


57. Rock River Conference shall include that part of Illinois 
north of Central Illinois Conference. 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN CONFERENCE. 


58. Rocky Mountain Conference shall include the Territories of 
Utah, Idaho, and Montana, and that portion of Wyoming Territory 
not included in the Colorado Conference. 


SOUTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE. 


59. South Carolina Conference shall include.the State of South 
Carolina. 


SOUTH-EASTERN INDIANA CONFERENCE, 


60. South-eastern Indiana Conference shall be bounded as fol- 
lows, namely: Beginning at the crossing of Meridian and Third 
streets, in the city of Indianapolis; thence west by said Third-street 
to the Indianapolis and Lafayette Railroad; thence north on said 
railroad to the Michigan Road; thence on said road to the north 
line of Marion County; thence east on said county line to the 
north-east corner of said county; thence south on the east line of 
said county to the National Road; thence east on said road to the 
State line; on the east by Ohio, so as to include Elizabeth, Hamil- 
ton County, Ohio; on the south by the Obio River; and on the west 
by the Indiana Conference. 


SOUTHERN ILLINOIS CONFERENCE. 


61. Southern Illinois Conference shall include that part of the 
State of Illinois south of the following line, namely: Beginning at 
the mouth of Illinois River; thence up said river to the north-west 
corner of Jersey County, including Kane and Woodbury; thence to 
Honey Point; thence to Hillsborough, leaving it in the Illinois Con- 
ference; thence east through Fayette and Hffingham Counties to 
the north-east corner of Jasper County; thence on the north line 
of Jasper and Crawford Counties to the Wabash River. 


SOUTH-WEST GERMAN CONFERENCE. 


62. South-west German Conference shall comprise the German 
work formerly connected with Hlinois, Southern Illinois, and Kansas 
Conferences, and the German District of Upper Iowa Conference. 
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ST. LOUIS CONFERENCE. 


63. St. Louis Conference shall include the State of Missouri lying 
south of Missouri River. 


TENNESSEE CONFERENCE. 


64, Tennessee Conference shall include that portion of Tennessee 
not included in the Holston Conference. 


TEXAS CONFERENCE. 
65. Texas Conference shall include the State of Texas. 


TROY CONFERENCE, 


66. Troy Conference shall include Troy, Albany, Saratoga, Platts- 
burgh, aud Cambridge Districts, and Burlington District in 
Vermont. 


UPPER IOWA CONFERENCE. 


67. Upper Iowa Conference shall be bounded as follows, to wit: 
Beginning at the north-east corner of the State of Iowa; thence 
down the Mississippi River to Davenport; thence west on the north _ 
line of Iowa Conference to the south-east corner of Story County ; 
thence north to the State line so as to include Iowa Falls; thence 
east on said line to the place of beginning. 


VERMONT CONFERENCE, 


68. Vermont Conference shall include the State of Vermont, ex- 
cepting that part within the Troy Conference. 


VIRGINIA CONFERENCE. 


69. Virginia Conference shall include all the State of Virginia not 
embraced in the Baltimore and Wilmington Conferences, and also 
the counties of Pocahontas, Green Brier, and Monroe in the State 
of West Virginia. 


WASHINGTON CONFERENCE. 


70. Washington Conference shall include Western Maryland, the 
District of Columbia, and Virginia. 


WESTERN NEW YORK CONFERENCE, 


71, Western New York Conference shall include all that part of 
the State of New York lying west of the towns of Williamson, 
Marion, and Palmyra in Wayne County, of the towns of Farming- 
ton and Canandaigua in Ontario County, of Yates and Schuyler 
Counties, and of the towns of Hornby, Corning, and Caton in 
Steuben County, excepting the village of Painted Post, and except- 
ing also that part of Cattaraugus and Chautauqua Counties now 
included in the Hrie Conference, together with so much of Potter 
County, in the State of Pennsylvania, as is not included in the 
Central Pennsylvania Conference, and also the Brookfield Charge; 


and so much of M’Kean County as is embraced in the Olean Dis- 
trict. 
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WEST VIRGINIA CONFERENCE. 


_72, West Virginia Conference shall be bounded as follows: Be- 
ginning at the south-west corner of the State of Pennsylvania; 
thence along said line to the north-east corner of Ohio County, 
West Virginia, so as to include Wheeling Greek Mission and Tria- 
delphia Circuit; thence the most direct way to Short Creek, so as 
to include Short Creek and Liberty Circuit; thence down said creek 
to the Ohio River; thence down said river to the mouth of the Big 
Sandy River; on the west by the State line; on the south and 
east by Virginia and Baltimore Conferences, to the Pennsylvania 
State line; thence westward along said line to the place of be- 
ginning. 


WEST WISCONSIN CONFERENCE. 


73. West Wisconsin Conference shall include that part of the 
State of Wisconsin not embraced in the Wisconsin Conference. 


WILMINGTON CONFERENCE. 


74. Wilmington Conference shall include the State of Delaware 
and the Hastern Shores of Maryland and Virginia. 


WISCONSIN CONFERENCE. 


75. Wisconsin Conference shall include all that part of the State 
of Wisconsin lying east and north of a line beginning at the south- 
east corner of Greene County, on the south line of the State; thence 
north on the range line between ranges nine (9) and ten (10) east, 
to the north line of town tweuty (20); thence west on the said line 
to the east line of Range one (1) east; thence north on said line to 
the north line of town forty (40); thence west on said line to the 
State line on the west. 


WYOMING CONFERENCE. 


76. The Wyoming Conference shall include the southern part of 
the State of New York not included in the New York, Central 
New York, and Western New York Conferences, and that part of 
Pennsylvania bounded on the west by Central New. York Confer- 
ence, including the territory east of the Susquehanna, and on the 
south by the Central Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, and Newark Con- 
ferences, including Narrowsburgh, and on the east by the Newark 
and New York Conferences. 


The Committee on Boundaries also offer the following resolutions 
for adoption: 

Resolved, 1. That the Missouri and St. Louis Conferences be per- 
mitted to organize during the next four years, a Conference to in- 
clude the States of Missouri and Kansas: Provided a majority of the 
colored ministers of these Conferences desire it and the Bishop pre- 
siding concur. 

Resolved, 2. That a majority’ of the members of the Oregon Confer- 
ence, with the consent of the presiding Bishop, may divide their 
territory into two Conferences, by such line as they shall agree upon, 
at any time between this and the ensuing General Conference. 

Resolved, 3. That the California Conference be and ig hereby author- 
ized to divide its territory, during the coming four years, should a 
majority of the Conference vote for division and the Bishop presiding 
concur in said action. 
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Resolved, 4. That in tle event of the division of the California 
Conference, the Bishop who may preside at said Conference when 
such action is had be and hereby is empowered to unite the north- 
ern part of the State of California with the Nevada Conference, the 
said Nevada Conference concurring. 

Resolved, 5. That the Kansas Conference be and hereby is em- 
powered to divide its territory during the next four years os it judge 
best and the presiding Bishop concur. 

Resolved, 6. That the Minnesota Conference be and hereby is em- 
powered to divide its territory at any time between the General 
Conferences of 1872 and 1876, upon such lines as may be agreed 
upon by said Conference, the Bishop presiding concurring. 


On the subject of adjudicating Conference boundaries by the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries, referred to this Committee, your Committee 
would report for adoption the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the following clause be inserted in the Discipline: 

The General Conference shall appoint a Committee on Boundaries, 
to consist of three members from each Mission District, to be nomi- 
nated by the delegates of that district, over which one of the 
Bishops shall preside, and of which twenty-four shall constitute a 
quorum. All matters pertaining to Conference boundaries shall be 
referred to this Committee, and its decision shall be final. 


The following persons were elected Trustees of 
John-Street Church, New York city, to wit: 


TRUSTEES OF JOHN-STREET CHURCH. 


Benjamin F, Weymouth, Charles H. Applegate, 
Edward Allen, John Bentley, 
William Collins, George Sperling, 
F. G. Smith, Royal G. Millard, 

H. D. Rolph. 


The following Publishing Committee for the Pitts- 
burgh Advocate was nominated and appointed: 


PUBLISHING COMMITTEE PITTSBURGH ADVOCATE. 


Pittsburgh—Andrew J. Endsley, John W. Baker, 
James 8. Bracken. 

-Hrie—Alva Burgess, John Graham. 

West Virginia—Samuel Steele, J. W. Webb. 


The following resolution was read and adopted : 


Resolved, That the Texas Conference be and is hereby author- 
ized to divide into two or more Conferences during the coming 
four years, two-thirds of the members of said Conference voting in 
favor thereof, and the Bishop presiding concurring. 


Report No. XVII of the Committee on Revisals was 
read and adopted, as follows : 
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REVISALS—REPORT NO. XVII 


Resolved, That the answer to quest. 5, Part II, chap. i, sec. 3, 
page 59, be changed to read as follows: 
Quest. 5. What is the business of the Quarterly Conference? 
[Questions marked thus [1] [2] [3] [4] are to be asked only at 
the Quarterly Conference thus indicated. ] 
Ans. To inguire: 
[1] 1. Who are approved as Sunday-school Superintendents or 
Trustees ? 
What members of the Quarterly Conference are present? 
. What committees shall be appointed ? 
Are there any complaints? 
. Are there any appeals? 
. Are there any reports? 
(1.) From the Pastor. 
(2.) From Committees. 
[4] 3.) From the Trustees. 
1. What has been done for missions this quarter? 
[3] 8. What has been done for Church extension this year? 
[1] 9. What amounts have been apportioned to this charge this 
year for the support of the ministry ? 
(1.) For the preacher in charge. 
(2.) For the assistant preacher. 
{1 or 2] a For the Presiding Elder. 
(4.) Hor the Bishops. 
(5.) For rent. 
(6.) For traveling and moving expenses. 
(7.) For Conference claimants. 
10. What amounts have been received on account of the fore- 
going this quarter, and how are they applied ? 
Received. 
(1.) For the Preachers and Presiding Elders; 
[4]  (2.) For the Bishops ; 
[4]  (8.) For Conference claimants; 
4.) For rent ; 
[2] Gi For traveling and moving expenses. 
Applied. 
1.) To preacher in charge; 


> on Hw DOD 


2.) To assistant preacher ; 
(3.) To Presiding Elder; 
[4] (4) To the Bishops; 


{4} (5.) To Conference claimants ; 
(6.) On rent; 
2]  (7.) On traveling and moving expenses. 
4 11. What amounts have been apportioned to be raised by 
this charge this year for benevolent purposes? 
(1.) For Missions. 
(2.) For Church Extension. 
(3.) For Education. 
(4.) Miscellaneous. 
[4] 12. What amounts have been raised for benevolent objects 
this year? 
(1.) For Missions. 
Churches. 
Sabbath-schools. 
(2.) For Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society. 
3.) For Church Extension. © 
i For the Tract Society. 
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(5.) For the Sunday-School Union of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. 
(6.) For the Freedmen’s Aid Society. 
(7.) For Education. 
13. Is any change desired in the Board of Stewards? 

[4] 14. Who shall be the Stewards for the ensuing Conference 

year? 

[4] 15. Who shall be Recording Steward? 

[4] 16. Who shall be District Steward? 

{4]17. Who are Trustees of the Church and parsonage property ? 

18. Are there any recommendations for license to preach ? 

[4] 19. Are there any recommendations of local preachers for 

ordination ? 

[4]20. Are there any recommendations for admission into the 

traveling connection? 

[4] 21. Are there any recommendations for the recognition of 

orders ? ; 

[4] 22. Has the character of the local preachers and exhorters 

been examined, and have their licenses been renewed ? 
23. Have the General Rules been read this quarter ? 
24. Is there any other business ? 
25. Where and when shall the next Quarterly Meeting be 
held? 

The Committees ordered to be appointed by the Quarterly Con- 
ference are: (1) On Missions; (2) on Sunday-schools; (3) on 
Tracts; (4) on Church Extension; (5) on Church Records; (5) on 
Parsonages and Furniture; (7) on Church Music; (8) on Esti- 
mating the Preachers’ Salaries; (9) on Estimating the Amount 
Necessary for Conference Claimants. 

Your Committee recommends the adoption of the following reso- 
lution : 

Resolved, That the Book Agents be directed to prepare and pub- 
lish uniform blanks, with the prescribed questions arranged by the 


quarters iu which they are to be used, for the use of the Quarterly 
Conferences. 


Report No. VI of the Committee on the Book Con- 
cern was taken up, and the items referring to the 


publishing interests at San Francisco were adopted, 
as follows: 


BOOK CONCERN—REPORT NO. VI. 


Concerning our publishing interests in California, we recommend 
that paragraph 2, sec. 6, Part V, of the Discipline be so changed 
that the allusion to the third Book Agent at San Francisco be 
omitted, so that it shall read, ‘There shall be an Agent and 
an Assistant Agent, who shall conduct the business of the Book 
Concern at New York. There shall be chosen,” etc., to the end 
of the paragraph as it now reads. 

We further recommend the General Conference to appoint a Com- 
mittee of five, three of which shall be ministers and two laymen, 
whose powers in regard to the Depository and the publication of 
the paper at San Francisco be the same as those of the General 
Book Committee; and that an Agent may be nominated by said 
Committee at San Francisco, subject to the approval of the Book 
Agents at New York. 


To complete the change, thus contemplated, we propose that the 
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Discipline, Part V, sec. 6, paragraph 13, be amended by inserting June 4. 
the words ‘‘San Francisco, California,” after the words “Buffalo,  Tumrimra 
New York.” And further, that to paragraph 7, sec. 6, Part V, be see 
added these words: ‘‘There shall be a Publishing Committee at 

San Francisco, to consist of three ministers and two laymen, ap- 

pointed by the General Conference, whose powers with respect to 

the Depository and the paper at San Francisco shall be the same 

as those of the General Book Committee. Said Committee may 

nominate an Agent for the Depository, subject to the approval of 

the Book Agents at New York.” 


The following persons were appointed a Publishing Publishing 
\ 3 ; i Sime Committee 
Committee for the California Christian Advocate: se 
ristian 
Advocate. 
PUBLISHING COMMITTEE CALIFORNIA ADVOCATE: 


Ministers—J. W. Ross, C. V. Anthony, George 
Clifford. ZLaymen—Edward Moore, 8. Mosgrove . 


The Committee on the State of the Church pre- State of the 


: ; Church : Fi- 
sented its final report, which was adopted, as fol- nal Report. 


lows: 
REPORT ON STATE OF THE CHURCH. 


Having reached the close of another quadrennium in the history 
of the Church, it is proper that we should review the past, and 
note her conflicts, labors, and triumphs. Taking a general view of 
her progress and present condition, your Committee find abundant 
reason for rejoicing and devout thanksgiving to God for what he 
has done for us, for our families, and for the world, through the 
instrumentality of our beloved Zion. Yet it is with no feeling of 
ostentation that we record the great blessings which he has so 
wondrously bestowed. 

During the past four years great advancement has been made in 
all the material elements of prosperity. The total membership of the 
Church is at the present time one million four hundred and thirty- 
six thousand three hundred and ninety-seven, an increase in the 
last four years of four hundred and four thousand two hundred and 
thirteen. Total value of churches and parsonages, $64,698,704, an 
increase of nearly one hundred per cent. Great success, also, has 
attended the Church in her Missionary, Sunday-school, Educa- 
tional, and Publishing enterprises. No language is adequate to 
express the gratitude due to God for his wondrous grace. 

Methodism, with her conferences and mission stations, now 
encircles the globe. We have but to look over this General Con- 
ference, containing representatives from every section of the earth, 
in order to comprehend how vast the area over which she has 
raised the standard of the Cross. And still new doors are opening, 
and new fields white for the harves are inviting the laborers. 
Truly her field is the world, and our Church is now realizing, in a 
measure at least, the great commission, ‘Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the Gospel to every creature.” 

The thousands of our Zion rejoiced and gave thanks to God 
when the sainted Bishop Kingsley started on a missionary tour 
around the world, and deeply mourned when, after having nearly 
completed his mission of love, he fell by the hand of death on the 
borders of the Holy Land. 

Since the last General Conference great changes have taken 
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place, furnishing increased facilities for extending the conquests of 
the Redeemer’s kingdom. 

The great Pacific Railroad has been completed, uniting the At- 
lantic and Pacific Oceans, affording a speedy passage across our 
continent, and thence, by the aid of steam, around the world. By 
war and revolution the barriers hitherto existing to the spread of 
pure Christianity in Europe have been thrown down, and religious | 
toleration is now proclaimed. Millions there are now waiting for 
the bread of life. 

Great success has attended our missionary enterprises at home 
and in foreign fields. On the latter God has bountifully smiled, 
giving victory to the Cross through the faithful labors of our noble 
men and women in the distant regions of idolatry and moral 
night. The day now seems dawning on the darkness which has so 
long rested, like the shadow of death, on Eastern and Southern 
Asia and Africa. May God hasten the time when his truth, like a 
sea of glory, shall spread from pole to pole! 

The Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society was organized in 
March, 1869, by the ladies of our Church in Boston. This Society 
originated in the fact that in some of the mission fields women 
only can obtain access to the women of those countries, and that 
the coudition of the latter is such as to appeal in the strongest pos- 
sible form for the benign and elevating influence of Christianity. 

To the special and infinitely wise providence of God we believe 
the Church is indebted for the origin of this institution, which we 
regard as destined to be an agency of great power in spreading the 
Gospel throughout India and China. Although its origin is so 
recent, it already has five hundred auxiliaries and nine missionaries 
in the field. Its funds and resources are rapidly increasing. It 
eminently deserves the fostering care of the whole Church. 

We have as a Church abundant reason to rejoice in the pros- 
perity which God has youchsafed to our Southern work. It has 
succeeded in the last four years beyond the expectations of the 
most sanguine. There are now ten Conferences and more than 
uhree hundred thousand members in those States of the Union 
from which, until the close of the war, our Church was excluded. 
And still the shout of victory comes welling up from every section 
of that extensive and fruitful field as the hosts of God’s Israel 
push forward the battle. Yet greater triumphs there await our 
Church, for the watchword is still Onward! 

In the Sunday-school work there has been, also, great advance- 
ment. Its organization has been greatly improved, and its meth- 
ods of instruction have been .systematized and rendered more 
effective. The future of this important department of our work is 
full of the most cheering hope. 

Our educational institutions, both theological and literary, are 
prosperous, and are gathering around them more liberal financial 
support, and eliciting the deeper sympathies and more earnest 
prayers of our people. 

All the other benevolent institutions of our Church are well or- 
ganized and well managed, and are accomplishing the noble pur- 
poses for which they were desigued. 

We would congratulate the Church upon the successful introduc- 
tion of laymen as members of the General Conference, thus giving 
them a voice in the supreme and only legislative council of the 
Church. The hearty sympathy with which they co-operate with 
the clerical members portends more intimate union between minis- 
ters and laity, a greater development of the resources and a vast 
increase of her strength, and consequently of her success in spread- 
ing scriptural holiness over the land. 

Another significant fact should not pass without notice, that in 
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addition to the usual fraternal greetings and salutations presented 
to this body from the different members of the Methodist family in 
Europe and America, three large and influential religious denomi- 
nations—the Presbyterian, Congregational, and Baptist Churches 
in the United States—have sent delegations, for the first time in 
the history of our Church, to the General Conference, bearing fra- 
ternal greetings and expressions of cordial sympathy in the great 
work of saving sinners and evangelizing the world. We hail these 
tokens of friendship and brotherly love as proofs of the real unity 
of God’s general Church, and an indication of the near approach of 
the latter-day glory, and of the universal reign of the Son of God! 

But our rejoicing in the general prosperity of the Church is 
mingled with grief, for she has been stricken and sadly bereaved. 
Four of our beloved and honored chief pastors have been callec 
from labor to reward. Other distinguished ministers and laymen, 
great and good men whose praise is in all the Churches, have been 
taken from us, and their loss we deeply deplore. Here we have 
tears mingled with our smiles, sunshine with cloud. Great calam- 
ities also, by fire and flood, have visited some sections of our land. 
causing immense suffering, and loss of property public and private. 

In view of these mournful providences, should we not, as a 
Church and as individuals, humble ourselves under the mighty 
hand of God, praying for divine grace to enable us to be more dili- 
gent and earnest workers in God’s vineyard, and that still greater 
success may crown our efforts ? 

We record with pleasure the fact that the same self-sacriticing 
spirit, earnest labor, and loving zeal which has characterized the 
Methodist Church from its origin still pervades her ministers, and 
the same baptism of the Holy Spirit attends their ministrations. 
We rejoice in view of past triumphs, but we are beset with dan- 
gers of various kinds. The great foe of God and man is on the 
alert, and we should take heed lest while we think we stand we 
should fall. . r 

Let us remember that the crowning excellence of all is, tha 
“ God is with us.” 


The following amendment to the Discipline, offered 
by the Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts, was 
read and adopted, as follows: 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS AND TRACTS—REPORT NO. V. 


Your Committee would respectfully request that the Discipline 
be amended by adding as answers 4 and 5 to quest. 7, sec. 2, chap. 
i, Part II, the following: j 

4, Hach Annual Conference shall cause the collections as re- 
ported by the preachers for the statistical tables to be compared 
with the receipts of the Conference Treasurers of the several 
benevolent societies, that discrepancies, if any, may be corrected 
before the publication of the Minutes. 

5. Preachers in charge shall report to their Annual Conferences 
as collections actual cash receipts only, and shall hand the money, or 
a satisfactory voucher for the amount, to the Conference Treas- 
urers; otherwise no credit shall be given a contributing charge in 


the Annual Minutes. 


Report No. XIX of the Committee on Revisals was 


read and adopted, as follows: 
28 
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REVISALS—REPORT NO. XIX. 


The Committee on Revisals recommend the following changes of 
the Discipline: 

1. On page 269, Part VI, chap. i, sec. 3, ninth line from the foot 
of the page, after the words “Quarterly Conferences,” add the 
words, ‘‘and to which shall be added the amount apportioned for 
the support of the Bishops and Presiding Elder,” so that as amended 
it shall read: “It shall be the duty of the Quarterly Conference of 
each circuit and station... to appoint an Hstimating Committee, 
.-. who shall make an estimate of the amount necessary to fur- 
nish a comfortable support to the preachers, . .. which estimate 
shall be subject to the action of the Quarterly Conterence, and to 
which shall be added the amount apportioned for the support of 
the Bishops and Presiding Elder; and the statement,” etc, The 
answer remains unchanged, except as above stated. 

2. On page 57, lines 8 and 9 from the top, change so that it 
shall read, ‘‘and renew their license annually, and to recommend 
the renewal of the license of exhorters annually,’’ ete. 

The amended answer will then read: “ To take cognizance of all 
the local preachers and exhorters in the circuit or station, and to 
inquire into the gifts, labors, and usefulness of each by name; to 
license proper persons to preach and renew their license annually, 
and to recommend the renewal of the license of exhorters annually, 
when in the judgment of said Conference,” ete. 

3. In answer 4, page 281, omit all down to the word ‘“ provi- 
sions,” and insert ‘‘all the foregoing.” It will then read: ‘ Ans. 
4, All the foregoing provisions shall apply both to the creation of 
new boards,” ete., the remainder being unchanged. 

4, After answer 5, same section, insert a new answer, as fol- 
lows: ‘‘ Ans. 6. Charters obtained for our Church property shall 
conform in the manner of creating and filling Boards of ‘l'rustees to 
the provisions of this chapter.” 

5. Change the present answer 6, same section, to read as fol- 
lows: “ Ans. 7. The Board or Boards of Trustees in any circuits or 
stations shall hold all our Church property, using so much of the 
proceeds as may be needful to pay debts or to make repairs; and 
shall be amenable to the Quarterly Conference, to which they shall 
make an annual report at the fourth Quarterly Conference, embrac- 
ing the following items: 

“1. Number of churches and parsonages. 

“2. Their probable value. 

“3. Title by which held. 

“4, Income. 

“5. Expenditures. 

“6. Debts, and how contracted. 

“7, Insurance. 

“8. Amount raised during the year for building or improving 
churches or parsonages.” 

6. Page 58, change ans. 5 to quest. 1, Part II, chap. i, sec. 3, so 
as to read: “To have supervision of all the Sunday-schools and 
Sunday-school societies within the bounds of the circuit or station, 
and to inquire into the condition of each; to approve the superin- 
tendents and trustees not elected by the Quarterly Conference, 
and to remove any superintendents who may prove unworthy or 
inefficient.” : 

7. On page 278, change ans. 1 to quest. 1, Part VI, chap. iii, 
sec. 1, by striking out all after the word ‘‘unavoidable” It will 
then read: ‘Let ail our churches be built plain and decent, and 
with free seats wherever practicable; but not more expensive than 
is absolutely unavoidable.” 
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On motion, it was ordered that the word “ colored ” 
be stricken from the names of all Annual Conferences 
in which it occurs. 

The consideration of Report No. VI of the Com- 
mittee on Book Concern was resumed, and the follow- 
ing additional items were adopted, namely : 


BOOK CONCERN—REPORT NO. VI. 


Concerning our weekly publications, we recommend the adoption 
sof the following resolutions: . 

Resolved, 1. That it is expedient to continue the publication of all 
of the several. weekly papers now published, namely: The Chris- 
tian Advocate, at New York; the Northern Christian Advocate, at 
Syracuse, N. Y.; the Pittsburgh Christian Advocate, at Pittsburgh, 
Pa.; the Western Christian Advocate, at Cincinnati, Ohio; the 
Christian Apologist, at Cincinnati, Ohio; the North-western Chris- 
tian Advocate, at Chicago, Ill.; the Central Christian Advocate, at 
Saint Louis, Mo.; the California Christian Advocate, at San Fran- 
cisco, Cal.; the Pacific Christian Advocate, at Portland, Oregon; 
and the Methodist Advocate, at Atlanta, Ga. 

Resolved, 2. That the size, the subscription price, and the amounts 
to be allowed to be expended by the editors in each case shall be 
left to the discretion of the publishers severally, subject to the dis- 
cretion or concurrence of the Book Committee or Publishing Com- 
mittees, so that each paper shall be made as nearly as practicable 
self-supporting, and also so as to afford all needed facilities for im- 
provement to those papers whose incomes will justify larger 
expenses. 

Resolved, 3. That it is deemed not expedient to originate any new 
papers at this time, nor to authorize the Book Agents to do so 
hereafter, unless they can be guaranteed against loss by any papers 
they may originate. 

Resolved, 4. That in our opinion editors should be held responsi- 
ble for all matter that goes into the papers, including advertise- 
ments. 

Respecting our publishing interests in the South, we recommend 
that the Discipline be changed as follows, namely: 

Part V, sec. 6, paragraph 6, page 257, line 5, the word “and” be 
stricken out, and in line 6 the word “Christian” be stricken out, 
and the words ‘and the Methodist” be inserted in its place, so as 
to read, ‘An editor of the Western, of the North-western, of the 
Central, and of the Methodist Advocates, who, if chosen from 
among,” etc. 

Also, Part V, sec. 6, paragraph 18, page 262, line 6, the word 
“and” be stricken out and the words ‘and Atlanta” be inserted 
after the words ‘‘Saint Louis,”’ so as to read, ‘‘The salaries of the 
agents aud editors at Cincinnati, and the editors at Chicago, Saint 
Louis, and Atlanta, shall be fixed by the Book Committee.” 

Also Part V, sec. 6, page 261, paragraph 13, third line from the 
bottom of the paragraph, the word ‘‘and” be stricken out, and 
jn the second line from the bottom of the paragraph, after the word 
“ Missouri,” the words ‘‘and one at Atlanta, Georgia,” be inserted, 
go as to read, ‘‘ There shall be a depository at Chicago, Ill., one at 
Saint Louis, Mo., and one at Atlanta, Ga., to be supplied by the 
Agents at Cincinnati.” 

We also recommend that the Methodist Advocate be so enlarged 
and otherwise improved as to meet the necessities of the Church in 
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the South, without materially increasing the loss to the Book Con- 
cern. 

Your Committee has had before it various memorials from 
Council Bluffs, Milwaukee, New Orleans, St. Paul, and Kansas 
City, asking for the establishment of Book Depositories in these 
cities, and recommends for adoption the following action: 

Resolved, 1. That we recommend favorably to the Agents at New 
York the establishment of a Depository at an early day in the city 
of New Orleans. 

Resvlved, 2. That the Book Agents at Ciucinnati be and are 
hereby authorized to establish Depositories at Council Bluffs, Mil- 
waukee, Saint Paul, and Kansas City, when in their judgment it 
can be done without loss to the Concern, or to make such other 
arrangements as they may judge necessary and safe for keeping 
our books on sale at these and other places at Book Room prices. 

In examining the Reports of the Book Agents at New York, this 
Committee could only consider such portions as were not referred 
to the Special Committee. It was not our province to go into 
questions of controversy and dispute, and we have confined our 
revision solely to other parts of the report. The Committee report: 

1. That in the report of the Commission to purchase real estate 
or erect suitable buildings in New York city we most heartily con- 
cur, and that they are entitled to the thanks and gratitude of the 
Church for the financial skill and ability displayed in the discharge 
of the important trust contided to them, and which has resulted in 
securing to the Church so eligible and valuable a property. 

2. That after a careful examination of so much of the Report of 
the Book Agents in New York city as was referred to us, we most 
fully concur in all the statements therein made except that portion 
of the report estimating the value of the real estate in San Fran- 
cisco, which in our judgment should have been reported at its orig- 
inal cost rather than, as in the report, at an estimated value, a 
policy which we recommend to be uniformly followed by the Agents 
hereafter. 

In our judgment the financial interests of the Church are in'a 
safe and prosperous condition. 

3. That we concur in the report of the Agents of the Western 
Book Concern both as to their financial statements and their rec- 
ommendations in regard to the real estate in Cincinuati, Chicago, 
and Saint Louis, and also in their recommendation to sell the prop- 
erty now owned in Chicago and at the corner of Highth and Main- 
streets in Cincinnati, and purchase a larger Jot in Chicago in a 
more desirable location, with a view of erecting buildings thereon 
when it may be thought expedient to do so. 

4, That we recommend that the Book Agents be instructed to limit 
the credit on sales of bouks and periodical subscriptions to the 
term of one year, and require all unpaid accounts at the expiration 
of that time to be closed by approved notes, and in case of failure 
to comply with these terms no further credit shall be extended. 


The following protest was received and ordered on 
the Journal : 

We, the delegates of North-west Indiana Conference, respectfully 
enter our protest against the action of this General Conference 


refusing to give to the said Conference a portion of the city of 
Indianapolis, 


Report No. VII of the Committee on Episcopacy 
was read and adopted, as follows: 
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EPISCOPACY—-REPORT NO. VII. 


Whereas, The General Conferences of 1864 and 1868 did release 
our venerable senior Bishop, T. A. Morris, from all episcopal super- 
vision and duty; and, 

Whereas, This General Conference by its action directs that the 
aarmesa be denominated effective and non-effective; therefore, 

e it 

Fresoled, That the venerable senior Bishop, T. A. Morris, be 

placed on the non-effective list. 


The Committee on Revisals offered the following 
amendment to the Discipline, which was read and 
adopted : 


The Committee on Revisals recommend the following amendment 
to the Discipline: Insert on page 84, Part II, cliap. ii, sec. 10, at 
the end of the second paragraph, after the words ‘‘a Bishop or Pre- 
siding Elder,” the following words: ‘“ But while he is on trial the 
Annual Conference alone has jurisdiction over the question of his 
authority to preach, and his continuance on trial shall be equiva- 
lent to the renewal of his license to preach.” 


The same Committee offered the following, which 
was adopted : 


The Committee on Revisals recommend the adoption of the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved, That the resolution numbered 46 in the Appendix to 
the Discipline, relating to “ withdrawals,” be and the same is here- 
by rescinded, 


The Committee on Revisals presented the following, 
which was adopted : 


Also Part II, chap. ii, sec. 13, ans. 3, page 90, sixteenth line from 
the top of the page, the word “and” be stricken out, and the words 
‘and Atlanta” be inserted after the words ‘San Francisco,” so as 
to read, ‘‘ The editors and assistant editors at Auburn, Pittsburgh, 
Chicago, St. Louis, Portland, San Francisco, and Atlanta,” etc. 


The Committee on Fraternal Relations presented 
the following nominations of delegates to Fraternal 
Bodies, which were read and adopted : 


DELEGATES TO FRATERNAL BODIES. 


The Committee on Fraternal Correspondence beg leave to report 
the following nominations of delegates to attend the sessions of the 
various Christian bodies who have sent delegates to this General 
Conference : 

To attend the Session of the English Wesleyan Conference: The 
Bishop who shall visit the Conference in Germany and Switzer- 
land and J. A. M’Cauley; alternate, F. G. Hibbard. 

The Irish Wesleyan Conference: The same as above. 

The Canada Wesleyan Conference: Miner Raymond and A. C, 


George. 
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The Conference of Wesleyan Methodists in Eastern British America 
William R. Clark and William H. Elliott. 

Canada Methodist Episcopal Church : M. Hill and H. Baton, 

African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church: L. C. Matlack and 
James Lynch. 

Methodist Church in the United States: William Hunter and Gideon 
Martin. 

Methodist Protestant Church: W. Kenney and J. M. Trimble. 

Evangelical Association: J. Rothweiler and J. F. Chalfant. 

National Council of Congregational Churches: 8. Allen, J. C. Wat- 
son Coxe, and O. H. Tiffany. 

General Assembly of Presbyterian Church: 8. H. Nesbit and J. B. 
Graw. 

Baptist Churches, through their Missionary Societies: C. D. Foss 
and D. Stevenson. 


On motion of E. O. Haven, Report No. XV of the 
Committee on Revisals was adopted, as follows: 


REVISALS—REPORT NO. XY. 


The Committee on Revisals having considered the subject of 
transferring to the body of the Discipline the matter found in the 
Appendix, ‘beg leave to report as follows: 

Item 1, page 309.—At the end of sec. 1, Part III, page 119, add 
the following : “Complaints against the administration of a Bishop 
may be forwarded to the General Conference and entertained there: 
Provided that in its judgment due notice has been given.” 

Item 2, page 309.—On page 92, Part II, sec. 13, in ans. 8, insert 
after the words ‘‘all questions of law,” the words “involved in 
proceedings pending.” 

Item 3, page 311.—Add as a foot-note to ans. 1, sec. 1, Part II, 
the words, ‘‘ A transferred preacher shall not be counted twice in 
the same year as the basis of the election of delegates to the Gen- 
eral Conference, nor vote for delegates to the General Conference 
in any Annual Conference where he is not counted as a part of the 
basis of representation, nor vote twice the same year on any con- 
stitutional question.” 

Item 4, page 311.—Add on page 132, sec. 5, chap. i, Part III, 
the words, ‘‘ In all cases of trial and appeal it is improper for the 
presiding officer to deliver a charge to the Committee explaining the 
evidence and setting forth the merits of the case.” 

Item 5, page 312, to be stricken out. 

Item 6, page 312, to be stricken out. 

Item 7, page 314.—On page 55, Part II, chap. i, sec. 2, add to 
ans. 2 to quest. 7 the words, ‘ Also let the minutes and documents 
of the trial of any member of the Conference who may have been 
condemned or censured be forwarded with the record.” 

Item 8, page 314.—Ou page 94, Part II, chap. ii, sec. 14, in ans. 
to quest. 4, after the words ‘‘try appeals,” insert the words, ‘to 
renew all licenses approved by the Quarterly Conference.” 

Item 9, page 314.—On page 95, same section, add to ans. 7 the 
words, ‘‘And to furnish the member of the General Missionary 
Committee, for his mission district, a written statement of the con- 
dition of the missions under his care, and their pecuniary wants 
prior. to the annual meeting of the Committee.’ 

Item 10, page 315, to be retained in the Appendix. 

Item 11, page 316, ditto. 

Item 12, page 316, ditto. 

Item 13, page 317, on page 123, middle of page, after the ans. to 
quest. 5, add the following question and answer: 
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Quest. 6. What shall pe done when a traveling preacher, in the 
interim of an Annual Conference, refuses to attend to the work 
assigned him ? 

Ans. Let the Presiding Elder proceed as directed in ans. to 
quest. 1 of this section. 

Item 14, page 317.—After the last word of sec, 2, Part III, 
chap. i, page 124, add the following: ‘Or the Annual Conference 
may, when a case cannot be tried during the session for want of 
testimony, refer it to the Presiding Elder having charge of the 
preacher complained of, who shall proceed as directed in ans. 1 to 
quest. 1 of this section.” 

Item 15, page 318, to be inserted as quest. 7 to sec. 2, Part III, 
chap. i, page 124, as follows: 

“ Quest. 7. To whom is a preacher answerable on a complaint of 
maladministration ? 

“Ans. To the Annual Conference of which he is a member.” 

Item 16, page 318.—The first section to be added to ans. 5, 
quest. 2, Part II, chap. ii, sec. 17, page 106. The item as inserted 
to read: ‘“ Provided that when a member wishes to remove,” 
ete. 

Item 17, page 319.—On page 106, Part II, chap. ii, sec. 17, at 
the end of ans. 5 to quest. 2, add the following sentence: “A 
preacher may give a note of recommendation to any member who 
wishes to unite with any other evangelical denomination.” 

Item 18, page 319.—Insert as item 3, sec. 7, page 132, the fol- 
lowing: 

“3. When the Quarterly Conference, sitting as a Court of Ap- 
peals, remands a case for a new trial, the preacher in charge shall 
proceed to try the accused member again, unless the charges are 
withdrawn.” 

Item 19, page 320, to be retained in the Appendix; also items 
20, 21, 22, 24, 25. 

Item 23, page 321, to be stricken out. 

Item 26, page 323.—On page 55, Part II, chap. i, sec. 2, after 
ans. 3, add us ans. 4, the following: 

‘4, Hach Annual Conference shall report through its Secretary, 
annually, to the Secretaries of the Missionary Society at New York, 
the name of each district, circuit, or station within its bounds sus- 
tained in whole or in part by said Conference as a mission, together 


with the amount of missionary money appropriated to such: 


yearly.” 

Item 27, page 323, to be retained in the Appendix. 

Item 28, page 324, to be stricken out. 

Item 29, page 325.—Add to ans. 3 to quest. 3, page 94: “And 
the law of limitation applies to superannuated and local preachers 
who are employed in the pastoral work.” 

Item 30, page 325, to be retained in the Appendix. 

Item 31, page 326, to be stricken out. 

Items 32, 33, 34, and 35 to be retained in the Appendix. 

Item 36, page 328, to be inserted in the place of ans. 5 to quest. 1, 
Part I, chap. ili, sec. 1, page 44. 

Item 37, page 328.—Add to the foot-note on page 38 these words: 
“The re-baptism of persons known to have been previously bap- 
tized is inconsistent with the nature and design of baptism as set 
forth in the New Testament.” 

Item 38, page 328, to remain in the Appendix. 

Item 39, page 329.—Add as a foot-note to ans. 1 to quest. 1, 
Part 1I, chap. i, sec. 1, page 47, the following: ‘The Secretaries 
of the several Annual and Electoral Conferences shall send to the 
Secretary of the last General Conference a certified copy of the 
election of delegates and reserves to the next General Conference, 
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in the order of their election, as soon after the election as practica- 
ble, so that a roll of members and reserves may be prepared for the 
opening of the next General Conference.” 

Items 42, 43, 45, 47, to be retained in the Appendix. 

Items 40, 41, and 44, already acted upon by the General Con- 
ference. 

Items 48, 49, 50, to be inserted as changed by the General Con- 
ference. 

They recommend the adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolwed, That the Secretary of the General Conference be and he 
hereby is instructed to insert in the Appendix to the Discipline any 
acts and resolutions of the General Conference the publication of 
which is not otherwise provided for, and as may be of general in- 
terest to our pastors and people. 


The Bishops were authorized to appoint the three 
delegates to the Methodist Episcopal Church, South ; 
a motion of E. H. Waring, to make the number five 
instead of three, having been laid .n the table. 

-On motion, this proposition was laid on the table. 

The Report No. X of the Committee on Education 
was read and adopted as follows: 


EDUCATION—REPORT NO. X. 


In the judgment of this Committee it is highly important that 
additional facilities bé provided for the training of ministers for our 
German work in this country. The grounds of this conviction are 
many and weighty. It is proper to state a few of them in this 

lace. 
1. The sons of our German brethren in this country cannot ob- 
tain in the public schools such an education as will enable them to 
speak their mother tongue correctly. If they are to preach to 
Germans in German—and only thus can we reach this great and 
growing mass of our population—they must haye some opportunity 


‘to acquire a grammatical use of the language. 


2. Our denominational academies, colleges, and theological schools 
do not afford the kind of instruction needed. Even if they did, ex- 
perience has shown that when American-born Germans are edu- 
eated exclusively in our ordinary American’ institutions they lose 
their identity with the German population to such an extent as to 
become unfitted for the service to which our German preachers are 
called. 

3. So long as it shall be necessary to keep up a ministration of 
the word in the German language in this country, so long every 
argument in favor of schools for the training of any ministers will 
hold equally good in favor of a school for the training of German 
ministers. 

4. There is no prospect that our need of German preachers in 
this country will soon cease. On the contrary, despite the con- 
tinual Americanizing of the children of our German membership, 
the general German population of the country is constantly increas- 
ing. The tide of German immigration rises higher and higher, 
amounting at the present time to more than a hundred thousand 
per annum. The political, social, and religious power of this im- 
mense foreign element in our national life is on the increase year 
by year. To abandon this great population would be treason at 
once to God, to our country, and to our Church’s history. 
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5. Without a steady supply of adequately trained ministers even 
what we have gained will soon be lost. Not only are the reawak- 
ened Churches of Germany sending over pastors and missionaries 
of the most thorough education, but even Anglo-American Presby- 
terians and Baptists are founding German theological seminaries 
and establishing German Churches. Young men of German par- 
entage are frequently offered a complete classical and theological 
education without cost on condition that they devote themselves to 
the German ministry in connection with these Churches. Others 
are already reaping where we have sown. Can the Church which 
God has blessed more than any other to the salvation of the Ger- 
mans in America quietly suffer her work to be disintegrated and 
her agencies superseded ? 

In view of these and other considerations we recommend the 
adoption of the following: 

Resolved, 1. That we recommend to our German candidates the 
facilities afforded in the Theological Department of the German 
Wallace College at Berea, Ohio. 

fesolved, 2. That we recommend that the Theological Depart- 
ment of the German Wallace College be placed upon the footing of 
a regular theological school of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
whenever the Trustees of the same shall incorporate into their or- 
ganic law a provision to the effect that no election of a professor or 
adjunct professor for service in the theological department of Wal- 
lace College shall be valid until ratified by at least two of the 
Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


On motion of L. D. White, the following resolution 
was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Book Agents at New York be and they are 
hereby instructed to furnish, by mail, a copy of the Journal of this 
General Conference to each of the delegates of the Conference, and 
to each of the Bishops. 


Report No. I of the Committee on Education was 
read and adopted, as follows: 


EDUCATION—REPORT NO. I. 


The Committee on Education, having carefully considered that 
portion of the Bishops’ address that relates to the Common Schools, 
would report as follows, namely : 

Whereas, We have always, as a Church, accepted the work of 
education as a duty enjoined by our commission ‘to teach all na- 
tions; ” and 

Whereas, The system of Common Schools is an indispensable 
safeguard to republican institutions; and, 

Whereas, The combined and persistent assaults of the Romanists 
and others endanger the very existence of our Common Schools; 
therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That we will co-operate in every effort which is fitted 
to make our Common Schools more efficient and permanent. 

Resolved, 2. That it is our firm conviction that to divide the com- 
mon school funds among religious dénominations for educational 
purposes is wrong in principle, and hostile to our free institutions 
and the cause of education. 

Resolved, 3. That we will resist all means which may be em- 
ployed to exclude from the Common Schools the Bible, which is the 
charter of our liberties and the inspiration of our civilization. 
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A resolution from the Committee on Education was 
presented and adopted, recommending that the day 
observed as a day of prayer for colleges be changed 
from the last Thursday of February to the last Thurs- 
day of January. 

The following resolution was read and adopted : 


Resolved, That, in view of the unnatural relation of the prairie 
States with the Pacific coast, naturally. commercially, and other- 
wise, and the difficulty of securing an intelligent and proper rep- 
resentation of the Church interests of the one by the other, we 
ask a reconsideration of the vote constituting the Eleventh District 
so far as the Kansas Conference is concerned, with a view of its 
annexation with the Tenth District. 


Whereupon the matter was reconsidered, and Kan- 
sas Conference was transferred accordingly. 

Report No. IV of the Committee on the State of the 
Church was read and adopted, as follows: 


STATE OF THE CHURCH—REPORT NO. IV. 


A resolution submitted to the General Conference by Rev. 8. H. 
Nesbit, of the Pittsburgh Conference, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the State of the Church, was duly considered, and the fol- 
lowing resolution was recommended for adoption by the General 
Conference : 

Resolved, That in all matters connected with the election of lay 
delegates, the word “‘laymen” must be understood to include all 
the members of the Church who are not members of the Annual 
Conferences. 


Report No. IV of the Committee on Church Ex- 
tension was read and adopted, as follows: 


CHURCH EXTENSION—REPORT NO. IV. 


The Committee on Church Extension has considered the mat- 
ters referred to in the report of the Board of Managers of the 
Church Extension Society, and respectfully recommends for adop- 
tion the following: 

Resolved, 1. That in granting donations to Churches, the Board 
of Church Extension be instructed to take, if practicable, from the 
Trustees of each Church an obligation, which shall be a lien upon 
the property involved, for the return of the amount donated, with 
lawful interest thereon, in the event that the property shall ever be 
alienated from the Methodist Episcopal Church, unless the proceeds 
of the sale thereof shall be invested in other Church property of 
equal value. 

Resolved, 2. That the plans of the Church Extension Society for 
a Loan Fund for Church extension purposes, as set forth in the 
several annual reports, have our cordial approval, and we hereby 
earnestly commend them to the favorable consideration of all our 
people. 

Resolved, 3. That the Board of Church Extension be instructed to 
administer the Loan Fund with strict regard to the plans upon 
which it is founded, and especially to require all parties to whom 
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loans may be granted to meet promptly and fully the obligations 
assumed at the time such loans are obtained. 


_ The following resolutions, reported by the Commit- 
tee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts, were read and 
adopted, to wit: 


Resolved, 1. We recommend a more special and thorough super- 
vision of our Tract Department, both in the preparation, publica- 
tion, and systematic distribution of our tract literature. 

Resolved, 2. That it is the duty of both pastors and people, and 
especially of the Tract Committee in all our Churches, to put forth 
renewed efforts in a systematic distribution of our own tracts, and 
also in the annual collection of funds for the Society. 

Resolved, 3. That the Book Agents and the Editor of the Sunday- 
School Department be requested to publish a weekly paper for our 
larger Sunday-scliool scholars so soon as they can feel assured that 
they can make it a success. 

fesolved, 4. That the Book Agents be requested to make special 
efforts to improve the quality of the Golden Hours, making it more 
attractive to the youth both in regard to the reading matter and 
the illustrations. 

Resolved, 5. That the Agents of the Book Concern at New York 
be requested to open a special department for the exhibition and 
sale of Sunday-school books and requisites and tract publications 
in some place easy of access to the public. 

Resolved, 6. That in order to train our children to reverence and 
love the Church and all its services; to encourage the attendance 
of our Jarger children and youth upon the Sunday-school, and to 
promote the knowledge of the word of God among all our people, 
we do most earnestly exhort parents to take their children regu- 
larly to the public services of the sanctuary, and themselves, as 
far as practicable, to attend the sessions of the Sunday-school with 
their children. 


The Report of the Committee on Pastoral Address 
was read and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT ON PASTORAL ADDRESS. 


To THE MINISTERS AND MEMBERS OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH. 

Dearty BrLuoveD BRETHREN: Your representatives, assembled 
in General Conference, desire, in conformity with long usage, to 
send you a few words of fraternal greeting and exhortation. 

First of all, we unite with you in devout thanksgiving to Al- 
mighty God our heavenly Father for the continued prosperity 
which has attended the ministry and polity of our beloved Zion. 
An increase of 275,242 members in four years shows a degree of 
success which may well prompt our gratitude. If the amount con- 
tributed for the purposes of public worship and the cause of relig- 
ious education be any indication that the love of the world has 
given place to an enlarged Christian benevolence, then the increase 
of $23,451,970 in the reported value of churches and parsonages 
over that reported four years ago, and the liberal benefactions to 
our seats of learning, call also for our grateful acknowledgments, re- 
membering the inspired Psalmist’s prediction concerning our Say- 
iour, that ‘to him shall be given of the gold of Sheba; prayer 
also shall be made for him continually, and daily shall he be 
praised.” 
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We are not unmindful of the peculiar composition of our present 
assemblage. For the first time in the history of our Church the 
representatives of the ministers and the laity sit together in legis- 
lative council, uniting the business experience of laymen with that 
of the regular pastors. We are glad to be able to say to you that 
we believe that the presence of the great Head of the Church is 
with us, and that the union of ministers and laymen in our coun- 
cils gives great promise for the future. We claim no exemption 
from human frailties, but trust that an earnest purpose to conse- 
crate our time and talents to God will appear from the record of 
our proceedings. With sincere humility we pray for the forgive- 
ness of sin, and for restraining grace to overrule all erroneous 
action, that God may be glorified and the Gospel of Christ promoted 
in all things. 

Suffer us to remind you, dear brethren, that the increase of our 
sphere of labor and opportunity imposes upon us increased 
responsibilities. From the Atlantic to the Pacific, and from 
Alaska to Texas, an open door is set before us, as a denomination, 
to proclaim a present, free, and full salvation all over our land, and 
to lay strong foundations for Christian civilization. In addition, 
the States lately in rebellion, now happily freed from the curse of 
human bondage, have welcomed our ministrations, and afford us 
the opportunity to elevate many thousands to the glorious liberty 
of the children of God, while our foreign missionary fields are begin- 
ning to exhibit the fruits of faithful labor, and are whitening rap- 
idly for the harvest. May God inspire us with the will and the 
ability to continue winning souls every-where to Christ! With 
the world as our parish, may we never be content until the world 
is saved! 

For the realization of such aims, the most essential prerequisite 
is personal piety—a piety based on a personal experience of the 
Divine grace promised in and implied by all the doctrines and 
teachings of the sacred Scriptures. That you may “grow iu grace,” 
therefore, ‘search the Scriptures.” Allow no low opinions of the 
value of the written Word, and no rationalistic interpretations, to rob 
you of your heritage. You may avail yourselves of all thatis val- 
uable in the present age of progress without departing from the old 
landmarks, for Methodism is not only “‘ Christianity in earnest,” but 
it is Christianity availing itself of modern appliances—Christianity 
conquering the world for Christ. Our aim is personal holiness—in- 
ternal and external holiness—for every child of man. Let us never 
forget this. Let ‘‘ Holiness to the Lord” still be our motto. May 
it be inscribed not only on our Churches, but on our business and 
on our pleasures, even, to “the bells on the horses.” Nothing but 
an intelligent, earnest, entire consecration will answer the demands 
of Him who gave himself for us. 

To promote personal religion, .all the means of grace are needed. 
Some of these are of Divine appointment, and cannot therefore be 
neglected without sin. Prayer, religious meditation, reading the 
Scriptures, attendance upon the ministry of the Word and the sac- 
raments, are obvious duties of all who call themselves by the Chris- 
tian name. As Methodists, we have also prudential means of 
grace, which have been owned of God in the personal experience 
of thousands. We allude particularly to our class-meetings. We 
fear these are too much neglected among us. Perhaps we have 
allowed them to become too formal and stereotyped. 

Let us retrace our steps, and strive together for a revival of the 
spirit of Christian communion and earnestness which characterized 
our fathers. The memories of primitive Methodism are a precious 
legacy to the Church, and afford us a model of Christian and minis- 
terial effort which we do well to preserve. Our early ministers 


1872.) Journal of the General Conference. 445 


were not content with uttering religious essays, but sought, with June 4. 
fervid exhortation, to induce immediate action. To this design all  Tamamers 
that is peculiar in Methodism tended. Our public services were Day. 
hearty, warm, and personal. The singing was congregational and 
earnest, and the expression of personal experience was a powerful 
auxiliary to the exposition and proclamation of the word of God. 
While our sister Churches find hortatory preaching, congregational 
singing, and meetings for Christian experience needful to quicken 
their zeal and increase their usefulness, allow us to urge you not to 
loosen your hold upon such effective agencies. 

As to family religion, the presence of 1,221,393 of our children 
in Sunday-schools shows that we are conscious of the obligation to 
teach our children in the fear of the Lord. We exhort you to continue 
in this good work. That you may attain to the highest results 
therein, we suggest that the greatest unity be kept up between the 
schocl, the family, and the Church. Gather your children around 
your family altars. Visit the schools yourselves. Suffer not your 
children to neglect the ministry of the Word because they go to 
Sunday-school. Let all these appliances lead to one design—the 
conversion of your children. If personal and family religion com- 
bine in the education of a correct taste, our young people will have 
little relish for worldly and irrational amusements, and we may 
reasonably hope that they will become partakers of saving grace. 

In this connection we cannot refrain from warning you against 
the efforts of a corrupt and decaying hierarchy to regain its power 
by obtaining control of, or destroying, the public-school system of 
our country. The bond between intelligence and public virtue is 
so evident that it is only necessary to remind you of this in order 
to secure your earnest support of that system of universal primary 
education which we must regard as the great conservator of 
Protestant liberty. 

The perils attending a large increase in the number of our Church- 
members should not be overlooked. We must not relax Discipline 
and sacrifice spirituality for mere worldly influence and numerical 
strength. To avoid these dangers we suggest that special instruc- 
tion be given to our probationers in the doctrines and economy of 
our Chureh. A wise pastoral oversight in this direction will be of 
great advantage. Let us cultivate the largest catholicity of spirit 
toward all who love the Lord Jesus Christ, while at the same time 
we strengthen our own individuality as a distinct denomination. 

As all the members of the body have not the same form nor the 
same office, yet are all permeated by the same vital influence, so 
may every branch of the Christian Church fulfill its own mission 
while keeping ‘‘the unity of the Spirit in the bonds of peace.” 

Finally, brethren, farewell. May the God of peace give us all 
consolation in the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, and when the 
next session of the General Conference occurs, in the hundredth 
year of American independence, may still greater triumphs be re- 
corded for the cause of Christianity through the instrumentality of 
our Church. Amen. 


The following Board of Managers of the Ladies and Managers ofthe 


a 
Pastors’ Christian Union was read and adopted: Pastors oe 
ristian 
William Cooper, Mrs. Ellen H. Simpson. Union. 
T. C. Murphy, C. Kingsley, 
Henry W. Warren, “Annie Wittenmeyer, 
S. W. Thomas, “ S. R. Boyle, 
W. C. Robinson, “James Long, 


J. S. M’ Murray, “David Mullen, 
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F. Hodgson, Mrs. Jennie F. Willing, 
J. B. Quigg, OSS MOU any, 
George M. Steele, «Mary E. Crook, 

A. ©. George, MDD alone: 

J. B. Wakeley, “ Harriet B. Skidmore, 
William Nast, “« M. H. Crane. 

Jacob Todd, 


The Special Committee appointed to draft Resolu- 
tions of Thanks, presented the following preamble and 
resolutions, which, on motion of H. Slicer, were adopted 
by a rising vote: 


RESOLUTIONS OF THANKS. 


The Committee appointed to draft resolutions expressive of the 
obligations of the General Conference to various parties respectfully 
report: 

EV herds! This session of the General Conference of the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church, commencing May 1 and closing June 4, 1872, 
has been pre-eminently pleasant and gratifying in all the provisions 
made for its accommodation and the personal comfort of its mem- 
bers; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That the faithfulness and skill of the Committee of 
Arrangements are hereby acknowledged, whereby all the members 
of the Conference have found timely and ample preparation made 
for their accommodation and comfort, and we would particularly 
mention our obligation to Messrs. J. T. Martin, John French, and 
Rev. J. E. Searles. 

Resolved, 2. That with all the sincerity and earnestness that lan- 
guage can express, we would tender our Christian gratitude to the 
families who have entertained us, and we do most devoutly pray 
that the divine blessing may rest upon them. Our friends in 
Brooklyn may rest assured that their beautiful city will always be 
clothed in our memories with delightful associations on account of 
the kindness and generosity of those whose hospitality we have 
enjoyed. 

Resolved, 3. That we are under obligations for the admirable ar- 
rangements made for our special convenience by the postmaster of 
this city, Samuel Booth, Esq., which arrangements have been carried 
out so faithfully by Mrs. John F. Booth; and also to J. T. Fenn, 
Esq., Manager of the Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Company. 

fresolved, 4. That we highly appreciate the promptitude and cor- 
rectness with which the Editor and Publishers of the Daily Chris- 
tian Advocate have presented to us every morning a report of the 
previous day’s proceedings, and also of the documents and reports 
which we have desired to be printed. 

Resolved, 5. That the reporters of the various daily papers, who 
have furnished to the press such full and faithful accounts of our 
proceedings, deserve and receive our hearty acknowledgments. 

Resolved, 6. That the officers of the various railways and steam- 
boat companies that have granted to us special accommodations or 
abatements of the usual rates of travel, deserve and hereby receive 
our thanks. 

Resolved, 7. That though we do not deem it called for to com- 
mend our own officers, yet we cannot forbear to express our grati- 
tude to Almighty God that the health of our older effective Bishops 
has been restored and maintained so as to enable them faithfully 
to perform their arduous duties, and we congratulate them that 
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their responsibility is to be shared by the able men who have been 
elected to be their associates. 

Also that the Conference deems itself fortunate to have been so 
well served by the Secretaries, both chief and assistants, and that 
when Dr. Harris was made Bishop, Dr. Woodruff was chosen to 
take the place which he has filled so skillfully and well. 


Report No. VIL of the Committee on Missions was 
read and adopted, as follows: 


MISSIONS—REPORT NO. VII. 


Whereas, The practice is said to prevail in some parts of the 
Church that moneys raised in the name of the Missionary Society 
are devoted to other benevolent purposes: therefore, 

fesolved, That all moneys collected for the Missionary Society of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church should be remitted to the Treas- 
urer of the Parent Society. 


Report No. V. of the Committee on Itinerancy was 
read and adopted, as follows: 


ITINERANCY—REPORT NO. V. 


Your Committee have carefully examined the journals of the An- 
nual Conferences, except those of Germany, Liberia, and Kentucky 
Conferences, which have not been laid before us. Most of them 
have been kept with great care, and in conformity to the directions 
contained in the Appendix to the Discipline. A few show lack of 
accuracy, and, at times, inexcusable carelessness in penmanship, 
orthography, verbal omissions, unauthorized abbreviations, and in- 
sufficient marginal references. 

More serious defects sometimes exist. 

1. The roll of the Conference is not incorporated with the 
Journal. 

2. Reports and resolutions adopted by the Conference, and con- 
stituting oftentimes an important part of its action, are not found 
either in the Journal, or in an appendix properly connected with 
the Journal by references. 

3. In not a few cases both the appointments of the preachers 
and the statistics of the Conference are omitted. 

4, The record in case of trial is sometimes painfully incomplete. 
At one time record of charges and specifications is made without 
record of action of the Conference thereupon. At other times the 
charges and specifications do not appear, though judicial decisions 
are spread upon the Journal. 

5. What fullness of detail should characterize the Journal of an 
Annual Conference it is impossible accurately to define. It seems 
desirable, however, that the immediate antecedents of important 
Conference action should be briefly noted. For example, the names 
of Quarterly Conferences on whose application permission is given 
to sell Church property, or on whose recommendation persons are 
admitted to the Annual Conference, or elected to orders, should 
appear. Some of the journals omit them and other equivalent 
items. 

In the action of the Annual Conferences, as presented in the 
Journals, the Committee have marked but few deviations from the 
law of the Church. 

We recommend that a printed copy of this report on the Journals 
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of the Annual Conferences be transmitted to the several Secretaries 
thereof. : 


Report No. XIII of the Committee on Missions was 
read and adopted, as follows: 


MISSIONS—-REPORT NO. XIII. 


Your Committee, to which were referred various papers in regard 
to our foreign missionary work, after carefully examining the same, 
respectfully report that, so far as we are able to learn, the admin- 
istration has been wise and energetic; but the demands of the 
heathen world are greater than the resources of our treasury, and 
we earnestly appeal to the Church for increased liberality. All the 
interests that have been referred to us in the above-named papers 
will be subserved by the adoption of the following: 

Resolwed, 1. That our Foreign Missions in heathen lands should 
have that prominence in the collection and disbursement of funds 
which their relative importance demands. 

Resolved, 2. That our Bishops be requested to give to our Foreign 
Missions such episcopal supervision during the ensuing four years 
as will promote the best interests of the work, including personal 
visitation, if, in their judgment, that be necessary. 

Resolved, 3. That the application for aid from Norway be referred 
to the General Missionary Committee for favorable consideration. 


Report No. IIL of the Committee on Itinerancy was 
read and adopted, as follows: 


ITINERANCY—REPORT NO, III. 


The Committee on Itinerancy having had under consideration 
various matters referred to them, respectfully report: 

They recommend that the word ‘‘ consecutive” be inserted before 
the word ‘‘ years” on page 112 of the Discipline. “ A local preacher 
must hold a license four consecutive years before he can be or- 
dained.”’ 

Also on page 113 add to paragraph 3 as follows, namely: 

3. A local preacher who has been licensed three consecutive 
years before his admission on trial in an Annual Conference shall 
be eligible to the office of deacon after he has preached one year in 
the traveling connection, and has obtained a recommendation from 
the Quarterly Conference of which he is a member, and his char- 
acter and qualifications have been examined and approved by the 


’ Annual Conference. 


Report No. VIII of the Committee on Book Concern 
was read and adopted, as follows: 


BOOK CONCERN—REPORT NO. VIII. 


Resolved, That the Book Agents are hereby instructed to publish 
in the quadrennial report to the General Conference the amounts 
paid on account of salaries of Bishops and other General Confer- 
ence officers, including salaries paid assistant editors, the amount 
paid on account of families of deceased Bishops, and the amount 
paid on account of any General Conference appropriations. 
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We have considered the memorial of the directors of the Balti- 
more Conference Depository. We are gratified that it is started on 
so firm a basis and with so promising a future. We have consid- 
ered the reasons assigned in the memorial for making it the office 
of a Committee on Grants, empowered to make donations of Sun- 
day-school books and tracts; and, in view of the important relation 
of Baltimore city to a large country not convenient to other centers 
of supply, we commend the application to the favorable considera-. 
tion of the Sunday-School Board. 


Report No. XI of the Committee on Missions was 
presented relating to a more adequate provision for 
the dissemination of missionary intelligence by enlarg- 
ing the Missionary Advocate, and issuing it semi- 
monthly. 

A motion to lay the report on the table was lost, 
when, on motion of L. C. Queal, the whole matter 
was referred to the Secretaries of the Missionary 
Society. 

On motion of Daniel Curry, a call of the house was 
ordered with a view to a final adjournment, where- 
upon it appeared that the following ministerial dele- 
gates were present, to wit: 

Akers, Allen of Maine, Anderson, Bachman, Baker, 
Baldwin, Ballard, Barnes, Bennett, Bingham, Birch, 
Black, Bowman of Upper Iowa, Bracken, Braden, 
Brakeman, Brice, Brooks (C.), Brooks (D.), Brown of 
New York, Brunson, Brush, Bryan, Buck, Buckley, 
Burdick, Burr, Butler, Carlton, Caruthers, Chaffee, 
Chalfant, Chambers, Clark of New England, Clarke 
of Erie, Clements, Cobleigh, Coggshall, Cooper, 
Cowles, Coxe, Crane, Crary, Crawford, Cumming, 
Curry, Curtis, Davis, Day, Deale, Dearborn, Dins- 
more, Dobbins, Durbin, Eaton, Eddy, Edwards, El- 
liott, Endsley, Evans, Fanning, Fayle, Ferguson, Fisk, 
Foss, Fowler, Fuller, Fullerton, Gee, George, Gibson, 
Gillam, Godfrey, Golliday, Goode, Goss, Gossard, 
Graham, Graw, Gregg, Grimm, Harford, Harmount, 
Harrington of New Hampshire, Harrington of Rock 
River, Haven of Detroit, Hester of South-eastern Indi- 
ana, Hibbard, Hight, Hilliard, Hill of Erie, Hill of 
New Jersey, Hill of Wilmington, Hitchcock, Hodgson, 
Holmes, Horner, Hoyt, Hunt, Hunter of Central Ili- 
nois, Hunter of Pittsburgh, Hurlburt, Ives, Jacoby, 
Jaques, Jervis, Jewell, Jewett, Jocelyn, Johnson, Joy, 
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King of New York, Klein, Knotts, Kynett, Lakin, 
Lanahan, Lemon of Nebraska, Lemon of North Indi- 
ana, Leslie, Lindsay, Lore, Lyon, Lynch, M’ Allister, 
M’Cauley, M’Donald, M’Elfresh, M’Grath, M’Murray, 
Maclay, Mann, Manning, Mansell, Marley, Marshall, 
Martin (A.), Martin (G.), Matlack, Matton, Maxfield, 
Mead of Troy, Mendenhall, Meredith, Merwin, Mid- 
dleton, Miley, Miller, Mitchell of Central Pennsylvania, 
Mitchell of Des Moines, More, Morgan, Mudge, Muir, 
Munsell, Nast, Nelson, Nutt, Olds, Olin, Osbon, 
Osborne, Palmer, Pease, Peck of Washington, Peck 
of Wyoming, Peirce of North Ohio, Pierce of South- 
ern Illinois, Perrine, Pershing, Phelps of Central New 
York, Phelps of Virginia, Phillips of North Indiana, 
Phillips of Ohio, Pike, Pillsbury, Pitman, Porter, Pot- 
ter, Prentice, Prettyman, Prince, Queal of Central 
New York, Queal of Wyoming, Quigg, Raymond, 
Reed of North-west Indiana, Reid of Michigan, Rice, 
Rich, Ritchie, Roberts, Robinson of Philadelphia, 
Robinson of Washington, Rothweiler, Rust, Rutledge, 
Sapp, See, Sherburne, Sherman, Simmons, Skinner, 
Slicer, Smart, Spahr, Steele of West Virginia, Steele 
of Wisconsin, Stevenson, Stratton, Stubbs, Swearen- 
gin, Talbot, Tansey, Thayer, Thomas, Thompson, 
Tincher, Tousey, Trimble, Upham, Van Cleve, Vin- 
cent, Waite, Wakeley, Walden, Waring, Warner, 
Warren, Watson, Weakley, Webster, Wetherbee, 
Whedon, White, Wilbor, Williams, Witherspoon, 
Wood of Illinois, Wood of South-eastern Indiana, 
Woodruff, Wright, Wykes, Young—249. 

The following ministerial delegates were absent, 
to wit: 

Allen of Southern Illinois, Bannister, Bresee, Brown 
of Washington, Dashiell, Devore, Dunn, Ela, Eldred, 
Gere, Hamlin, Harlow, Harroun, Hester of Indiana, 
Hogoboom, Hopkins, Huffman, Hughey, Huntington, 
Koeneke, Kopp, Kuhl, Latimer, Loeber, M’Ann, 
M’Cullough, Mallalieu, Marvin, Mead of Erie, Munger, 
Nesbit, Olmstead, Reynolds, Schlagenhauf, Shumate, 
Sorin, Wardwell, Washburn, Webb, Wentworth, 
Wilson, Worthen, W ythe—43. 
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And the following lay delegates were present, to 
wit: 

Abernethy, Albright of Pittsburgh, Awl, Baldwin, 
Beadle, Beale, Benton, Bonner, Brown of Michigan, 
Briiehl, Campbell, Coldwell, Cooley, Cordozo, Decker, 
De Pauw, Dickhart, Ebbert, Elmore, Ellington, En- 
glish, Evans, Fairchild, Fish, Funk, Groo, Hammer, 
Hill, Helloway, Hoyt, Hiett, Hypes, Jones of Dela- 
ware, Jones of Wisconsin, Klippel, Lewis of Minne- 
sota, Logan of Central Illinois, M’Gee, M’ Williams, 
Miller, Owen, Phillips, Pettibone, Petrie, Reynolds, 
Shinkle, Shoveler, Sigler, Taylor of Holston, Taylor 
of Lexington, Thomas, Wells of Troy, Wilson, Wood- 
ward—54, 

The following lay delegates were absent, to wit: 

Bates, Bennett, Berkley, Berry, Bishop, Blaisdell, 
Bradley, Brown of Genesee, Brownfield, Bundy, Car- 
ter, Comstock, Cornell, Corwin, Critchfield, Davisson, 
Deering, Dillingham, Dobbins, Faber, Garrett, Gavitt, 
Gilman, Goodrich, Hackedorn, Harlan, Harris, Hos- 
ford, Hubbard of East Genesee, Hubbard of West Vir- 
ginia, Ives, Keller, Kniel, Landry, Lane, Lewis of 
Missouri, Logan of West Virginia, Mallalieu, M’Cal- 
mont, M’Intosh, Majors, Moore, Moses, Muzzy, Nicols, 
Patton, Paxton, Plaisted, Price, Quinn, Ramsey, Rich, 
Rogers, Root, Rountree, Sanford, Saxe, Schurmeier, 
Shaw, Slavens, Smith of Liberia, Smith of Oregon, 
Smith of North-west German, Stewart, Stillman, 
Stoker, Strong, Tasker, Thompson of Georgia, Thomp- 
son of Indiana, Tourgee, Wardwell, Wells of Missis- 
sippi, West, Wright—75. 

The Journal of the morning session was read and 
approved. 

Bishop Janes then said : 


In behalf of my colleagues and myself, I desire to say a few 
words before the final adjournment. 

We are of the opinion that your action has been both conserya- 
tive and progressive; that it will tend to the peace of the Church, 
and augment both its organic and spiritual power. Considering 
the number who have composed the Conference, and the many local 
interests that must be felt in such an extended and connectional 
Church as ours, we regard your harmony, both of feeling and of 
judgment, which has led to such unity of action, very remarkable. 
We also regard the devotion of the members of the Conference, 
both ministerial and lay, which has induced so many to remain 
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until this hour of final adjournment, as worthy of the highest appre- 
ciation of the general Church. 

Those of us who haye been in the Superintendency previous to 
your convening, desire to say that we have received the colleagues 
you have given us to our hearts as well as to our Board, and we 
appreciate the consideration of the Conference, which has given us 
such a number of colleagues as will relieve us from the severe sery« 
ices of the past few years. We have strong confidence that the 
future of the Church will be as the past, only much more glorious 
because of the more abundant dispensation of the Divine Spirit 
given to us. 

We, all of us, desire to express to you the hope and wish, and 
unite with you in the prayer, that Providence may protect and pre- 
serve you in your journey to your respective homes, and that you 
may find the blessing of God upon your families and upon all your 
interests. 


At the conclusion of this address Bishop Simpson 
read the Scriptures, and the Conference united in sing- 
ing the hymn commencing : 


Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love. 


Daniel Curry, at the invitation of the Bishop, then 
offered prayer, and the General Conference of 1872 
adjourned sine die. 


THOMAS A. MORRIS, 
EDMUND S. JANES, 
LEVI SCOTT, 
MATTHEW SIMPSON, 
EDWARD R. AMES, 
THOMAS BOWMAN, 
WILLIAM L. HARRIS, 
RANDOLPH S. FOSTER, 
ISAAC W. WILEY, 
STEPHEN M. MERRILL, 
EDWARD G. ANDREWS, 
GILBERT HAVEN, 
JESSE T. PECK, 
Bishops. 


Grorce W. Wooprvrr, Secretary. 

Oxtver 8. Munsett, 

Joun M. Puruirs, Lg, : 
Dinevis N. Coot, r ssistant Secretaries. 
Epwarp A, Mannine, 


APPHN Dd xX. 





1 eJournal, page 107, 


ADDRESS OF THE BISHOPS. 


To rae Mempers or THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE 
Meruopist Episcopan Caurcn. 


Dear Breraren: We offer sincere thanks to the Giver of every 
good and perfect gift that we are permitted to meet under such 
favorable circumstances at the time and place appointed, and we 
earnestly invoke the divine blessing to rest upon our deliberations 
and labors during our session, and pray that we may be led to 
such conclusions as shall be in entire harmony with the gracious 
designs of our Lord Jesus Christ touching the purity, peace, and 
prosperity of his Church. From our wonderful history as a people 
we cannot doubt but that hitherto we have been under the divine 
guidance. Methodism is one of the grandest facts in the history 
of the Christian Church. One hundred and fifty years ago it had 
no separate organized existence. To-day it probably enrolls 
throughout the world a larger number of communicants than any 
Church in Christendom, except such as have had support from the 
State; and there is, apparently, no abatement in the energy of its 
labors or the grandeur of its triumphs. It has literally girded the 
globe with its far-reaching and beneficent agencies, while its 
evangelical and earnest ministers are crying in many languages to 
the inhabitants of many lands, “ Behold the Lamb of God, that 
taketh away the sin of the world.” 

In saying these things of Methodism in the aggregate we do 
not glory in ourselves, for to us of the present generation Meth- 
odism is an inheritance. We received it in its doctrines, and in all 
the fundamental principles of its polity, from our fathers, and, with 
the exception of some slight modifications—made to accommodate 
it to the country in which we live—it remains intact. 

The spiritual condition of the Church, so far as we can judge, 
is as prosperous as at any former period. The visiblg fruits of an 
earnest faith among the membership have never been more abundant, 
than at the present time; and in our opinion the ministers, to say 
the least, are as earnest, laborious, and intelligent as ever before. 
We find cause for thanksgiving in the steady and rapid increase 
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of members in our communion. In 1867 there were 1,146,081 
members, in 1871 there were 1,421,323, showing an increase of 
275,242; being a gain of 52,535 over the additions of the four 
years preceding. 

The corporate wealth of the Church is being largely augmented 
by the Christian zeal and liberality of our members, acting under 
the wise guidance and earnest labors of their pastors. Four years 
ago we reported 11,121 churches, an increase of 1,691 for the four 
years preceding, valued at $35,885,439. We then had 3,570 par- 
sonages, valued at $5,361,295, showing an aggregate value of 
churches and parsonages, in 1867, of $41,246,734. We now 
report 13,440 churches, an increase of 2,319, valued at $56,911,900, 
an increase of $21,026,461; exhibiting an average increase during 
the quadrennium just past of $5,256,615. Wenow have 4,309 par- 
sonages, an increase of 739, valued at $7,786,804, an increase of 
$2,425,509; showing an addition to the number of our churches 
and parsonages, from November, 1867, to November, 1871, of 
3,058, and an increase in their value, during the same period, 
of $23,451,970. Eight years ago we reported the aggregate value 
of churches and parsonages at $26,883,076, showing an increase in 
value, from November, 1863, up to November, 1871, of $37,815,628. 
Such facts furnish a crushing logic in favor of a free Church, which 
the advocates of the union of Church and State, either in Europe 
or America, are not able to gainsay or refute. 

Each succeeding session of the General Conference increases 
the gravity and importance of its responsibilities in proportion 
as the numbers increase who are to be affected by its action. 
When the Church was organized it mattered but little what rules 
and regulations were adopted, only so they were not repugnant 
_to the teachings of the New Testament; but now, since we have 
become accustomed to our polity, and since the number of our 
members have increased from a few thousands to hundreds of 
thousands, it is a question of grave moment as to the propriety 
of making changes even in what may be considered by some as 
minor matters. Power cannot be safely intrusted to those who 
will not-let it lie dormant in their hands, until the promotion of 
the general welfare requires its exercise. Thus far, with scarcely 
an exception, the General Conference has been governed by a 
wise conservatism in the exercise of the authority with which it 
is clothed. And there is good reason to believe that similar 
wisdom and moderation will still guide its counsels. Our Arti- 
cles of Religion, and the fundamental principles on which our 
Church organization rests, being firmly settled and heartily ap- 
proved by the vast majority of our ministers and members, it is 
only required that we build with care on the foundations already 
Iaid. There is one feature in our economy of most touching in- 
terest to every Christian heart. We allude to the annual collec- 
tions made for the relief of aged and needy ministers, and for 
the widows and orphans of such ministers. Although the contri- 
butions for these most meritorious claimants fall short of what 
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the Church is well able to give, and of what the just demands of 
the case require, still it is highly gratifying to witness the steady 
increase of this fund from year to year. The collections for this 
purpose for the quadrenniam ending in 1867 amounted to 
$398,080 06; while for the past quadrennium they have been 
$525,207 30, showing an increase of $127,127 24. Such a state 
ment affords good ground for believing that if the Annual Con- 
ferences continue to give careful attention to this important part. 
of their work, it will not be long until all just and reasonable 
claims on this fund will be fully met. 

The following resolutions were adopted by the last General 
Conference, namely : 

Resolved, 1. That the Bishops be requested to make arrange- 
ments for one of their Board to visit our missions in India, in 
China, and in Bulgaria once in the next four years, and carefully 
and patiently review them, and report to the Church at home in 
such way and time as said Bishops may judge proper. 

Resolved, 2. That the Bishops be requested to make similar 
arrangements for at least one episcopal visitation during the next 
four years to our missions in Germany, Switzerland, and Scan- 
dinavia, and report to the Church at home as provided in the pre- 
ceding resolution. 

Resolved, 3. That the Bishop who may have charge of our 
missions in South America be requested to inquire carefully, 
through the office of the Corresponding Secretaries in New York, 
into the necessity of an episcopal visit to our missions in South 
America during the next four years; and, if he shall find that 
their condition and wants require the presence and office of a 
Bishop, that then, in that case, the Bishops be requested to 
arrange for the same as provided in the preceding resolutions. 

In compliance with the request contained in the first and sec- 
ond of these resolutions, Bishop Kingsley, having expressed his 
willingness to undertake it, was assigned to this work ; and inas- 
much as these duties would call him to China, and thence to 
India, and thence through Turkey to North-western Europe, 
Bishop Ames, who had been elected a delegate to the British and 
Irish Conferences, resigned, and the Bishops, in pursuance of au- 
thority given them by the last General Conference, appointed 
Bishop Kingsley to visit these Conferences in his stead. After 
visiting and presiding in the Colorado, Nevada, Oregon, and 
California Conferences, Bishop Kingsley sailed from San Fran- 
cisco tor China in September, 1869. From the two volumes 
which have been published since his death, and which contain 
his admirable and instructive letters, the Church and the public 
have learned with what excellent judgment, patient industry, and 
unwearied kindness he performed his work in China and India, 
But before reaching Europe he rested from his labors, leaving to 
the Church, which he loved so well and served so faithfully, a 
rich inheritance in the pure example of his noble and well-spent 
life. 
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It then became necessary to provide for the performance of the 
remainder of the service contemplated by the General Conference, 
‘and Bishop Simpson having expressed his willingness, was accord- 
ingly assigned the duty of attending the Conference of Germany 
and Switzerland, and of visiting our missions in North-western 
Europe; and was also appointed as Delegate to the British and 
Irish Conferences,-and the duties thus assigned were performed 
by him accordingly. 

In the distribution of Episcopal labor, Bishop Clark was charged 
with the supervision of the missions in South America; and so 
long as he lived, he gave to the work the wise and careful atten- 
tion which was always given to any work that devolved upon 
him. Since his death, Bishop Janes has had the oversight of these 
missions, but up to the present time their condition has not been 
such as to require or justify the time and expense attending a 
visit of personal episcopal inspection. 

We desire respectfully to invite your attention to the subject 
of District Conferences. We deem this a matter of considerable 
practical importance, and think if such Conferences were carefully 
constituted, and their duties and prerogatives strictly defined, 
they might be rendered highly useful. In our opinion there 
should be two sessions, held annually: the first near the com- 
mencement, and the second near the close, of the conference year. 

For special information respecting the present condition and 
prospects of the Book Concern, and of the Missionary, Church 
Extension, Tract, and Sunday-school work of the Church, we re- 
fer you to reports of the various officers appointed by the General 
Conference, to take the special management and oversight of 
these great Church interests, trusting that each will be found to 
be in a prosperous and promising condition. 

We are happy to state that, so far as our information extends, 
the literary and theological institutions under the patronage of 
the Church are steadily increasing in the value of their endow- 
ments, in the number of students in attendance, and in the extent 
of their influence. And we wouid make grateful mention of the 
fact that a number of our wealthy laymen have made most 
munificent gifts in aid of the cause of academic and collegiate 
education. 

The combined and persistent efforts making by the Bishops and 
priests of the Romish Church to destroy our system of common 
schools, attract much public attention. The general diffusion of 
virtue and intelligence among the people furnish the only sure 
basis on which civil and religious liberty can rest. It becomes 
us, therefore, cordially to unite with all intelligent Christians and 
all true patriots to cherish the free institutions bequeathed to us 
by our Protestant forefathers, in giving an intelligent, firm, and 
earnest support to the civil authorities in maintaining, extending, 
and rendering more perfect and efficient our system of primary 
education, until all the people throughout the land shall share in 
its benefits and participate in its blessings. 
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The fourth day of J uly, 1876, will be the one hundredth ‘anni- 
versary of the Declaration of Independence, from which event we 
date onr national existence. The dictates of both patriotism and 
piety render it proper for Christians to celebrate such an occasion 
m some way that will appropriately express their gratitude to 
Almighty God for the mercy and truth which he hath ‘shown to 
our nation, for surely he hath not dealt. so with any people. If 
we as a Church are to celebrate the centennial birthday of our 
beloved country it will require some action by the present General 
Conference, because the next General Conference, which will 
probably close in June, 1876, comes too late to afford sufficient 
time to make such arrangements as will be appropriate and neces- 
sary to a becoming celebration of so grand an event. We take 
the liberty, therefore, of inviting your attention to the subject. 

Honored brethren, bearing kindly and fraternal greetings from 
corresponding bodies, will be in attendance upon this General 
Conference. They will undoubtedly be received with all due 
courtesy, and treated with becoming respect. 

Since the close of the last General Conference the Church has 
been called to mourn the loss of nine of its elected members, namely. 
Emor Elliott of the Illinois Conference, John M’Clintock of the 
New York Conference, Isaac Winner of the New Jersey Confer- 
ence, James Davis of the Delaware Conference, William R. Brown 
and Bennett Eaton of the Troy Conference, Willard T. Lewis of 
the South Carolina Conference, and Samuel V. Blake and N. J. 
B. Morgan of the Baltimore Conference. These were all able and 
faithful ministers of the New Testament, and some of them were 
very eminent in their theological and literary attainments. 

One of the members elected to a seat in this body, Byron B. 
Camburn, of the Michigan Conference, died suddenly when on his 
way from the session of his Conference. This mournful record 
gives startling emphasis to the declaration that “in the midst of 
life we are in death.” : 

Bishops Thomson, Kingsley, Clark, and Baker have also entered 
into rest. Doubtless it does not become us to speak in terms of 
extravagant laudation of our departed colleagues, or describe in 
detail their many excellent characteristics. The fragrant memory 
of their blameless lives and earnest labors is as ointment poured 
forth, which will long linger like a rich perfume within the Church 
and around its altars. The death of these chief pastors, the 
steady growth of the Church, and the constantly enlarging terri- 
tory which it occupies, in our own and in foreign lands, will devolve 
on the General Conference the necessity and responsibility of 
electing from five to eight additional bishops. 

We are truly thankful that of the seventy-two annual Confer- 
ences which in the aggregate have held two hundred and eighty- 
seven sessions, but two of them have been disappointed by the 
failure of a Bishop where one was expected to preside. The 
ofticial records of our administration in the management of the 
weighty affairs committed to our oversight by the Church are 
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before the General Conference, and to the examination of which 
we invite your careful attention. 
And now we devoutly pray for ourselves, for the General Con- 

ference, and for the entire Church, that the Lord our God may be 
- with us, as he was with our fathers, that he may not leave us, 
neither forsake us. T. A. Morris, 

EK. 8S. Janzs, 

L. Scort, 

M. Simpson, 

KE. R. Ames. 


ADDRESS AND REPLIES. 


BRITISH CONFERENCKE. 
2.—sournal, page 107. 


LETTER ACCREDITING REV. LUKE H. WISEMAN, A.M., AND 
REV. WILLIAM MORLEY PUNSHON, A.M., AS DELEGATES 
FROM THE BRITISH CONFERENCE, 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE Mernopist Episcopan 
CHURCH. 
REVEREND AND VERY DEAR Bretrurun: The last Wesleyan Con- 
ference, at its session in Manchester, appointed the Rev. William 
Arthur, A.M., and the Rev. George T. Perks, A.M., as its repre- 
sentatives to you. Mr. Arthur’s health being delicate, it was 
directed that “should the state of his health at the time prevent 
his undertaking the duties of the deputation, the President is 
authorized, after due consultation, to appoint a minister in his 
lace.” 

I deeply regret that the necessity has arisen of acting upon this 
direction. Mr. Arthur is still in a state of health which awakens 
much anxiety, and it would be extremely imprudent and wrong 
to impose the duty upon him, J am happy to say, however, that 
in compliance with the request of the ex-Presidents and myself, 
eur beloved and honored brother, the Rev. Luke H. Wiseman, 
A.M., the Secretary of our Conference, has kindly undertaken to 
supply Mr. Arthur’s lack of service. I commend him to you with 
unusual affection and earnestness, feeling assured that he will 
worthily represent British Methodism in your assembly, and that, 
by the blessing of God, he will delight and edify all who may have 
the privilege of hearing his addresses. 

The case of Mr. Perks is very distressing, and one that calls for 
the deepest sympathy. Up to a few days ago he was fully expect- 
ing to come to you, and had engaged his berth on shipboard for 
that purpose. But his eldest daughter, who has been for some 
months in declining health, became suddenly and alarmingly 
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worse, and it was evident that Mr. Perks also must be excused 
from the duty assigned him by the Conference. In these circum- 
stances, I have, with the advice of my predecessors in the chair, 
requested your and our beloved friend, the Rev. W. Morley Pun- 
shon, A.M., to co-operate with Mr. Wiseman in representing our’ 
Conference among you; and, God willing, he will appear as the 
colleague of Mr. Wiseman. 

These honored brethren, who occupy a foremost rank among 
the ministers of our body, will show you of our affairs, and bear 
to you the expression of our warmest regard and sympathy. 
Commending them “to God and to the word of his grace,” and 
at the same time to your fraternal esteem and love as fellow- 
laborers in “the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ,” and as 
the “ messengers” of our “ Churches,” and praying that God may 
eminently bless your assembling together, and lead you to right 
conclusions in all things, 

I remain, reverend and very dear brethren, yours, in the love of 
our common Lord, Joun H. Jamus, 

President of the British Wesleyan Conference. 
Lonpon, April 18, 1872. 


————0¢e—____ 
3.—Journal, page 107. 


ADDRESS OF THE BRITISH CONFERENCE OF 1871. 


REVEREND AND VERY DEAR BretureN: The fraternal and 
affectionate address dated from your last General Conference in 
Chicago was received by us at Burslem with much respect and 
with much gratification. 

It gave us great joy to learn from your letter, confirmed as it 
was by the comprehensive statements of your representatives, that 
the Head of the Church continues to bless you in your labors and 
to encourage you in your hopes. We have warmly sympathized 
with you in the trials through which you have passed, and we not 
less sincerely rejoice with you in the day of your consolation. 

We thank our common Lord that in the great work which has 
been equally committed to you and to us—that of advancing the 
Redeemer’s kingdom throughout the world, of upholding the 
purity, simplicity, and inviolate authority of his word, of proclaiin- 
ing prominently certain Christian doctrines which have been too 
much neglected, of lifting up a protest against some errors which 
have hindered the truth, and of bearing testimony to the full 
meaning of the communion of saints—you have grace to be faith- 
ful, and can use such language of humble confidence as we marked 
in your communication. 

It is our prayer, as it is yours, that our great family of Churches 
in both hemispheres and throughout the world may never forget 
their peculiar vocation. 
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We also thank God, on your behalf, that you prosper in the 
discharge of those special functions which have been assigned to 
your Episcopal Methodism in the new world; the difficulties 
which beset and troubled you seem for the most part to have been 
overcome. Every part of your summary, and of the statistics 
which illustrate it, has been matter to us of ‘lively interest. We 
rejoice, with you, that you increase in territory, in conferences, in 
numbers, and, above ail, in spiritual power; that your generous 
toils for the Freedmen have been, and still are, crowned with sue- 
cess; that your centenary thank-offerings have surpassed your 
hopes, and are producing worthy results; that your institutions 
for the spread of education generally, and of theological education 
in particular, are keeping pace with the necessities of the times ; 
and, finally, that your missionary operations, which keep in view 
the original design of Christianity to be a light for the whole 
world, are, on the whole, every-where successful. Your account 
of your wide-spread operations up to the date of your letter has 
cheered us much, for we feel that your labors and your experiences 
in relation to them are in some sense our own; we are glad still 
to have intelligence—not being dependent upon your communica- 
tions for our knowledge of you and your affairs—that you are 
gradually finding the fulfillment of your desires and the fruition 
of your hopes. We pray that wisdom and grace may be abun- 
dantly granted, that you may be able to adapt your system so firm 
at once, and so flexible, to all the necessities of your wide popula- 
tion; and that every experiment, cautiously made and jealously 
watched, may prove that in all things you are “taught of God.” 
May future reports be as cheerful as your last, and more abun- 
dantly ! 

Of ourselves we can, through the faithfulness of God, give, on 
the whole, a good account. Our missions to the colonies and to 
the heathen have been fairly prosperous; our people are nobly 
responding to the older claims of the East, and also to those of 
Italy as a new center of missions within Christendom. At home 
we are watching the tendencies of the times with a jealous anxiety, 
but without fear. Since our last communication to you, we also 
have had our trials. We are not insensible to the fact that we 
have no standard by which our public influence can be fully esti- 
mated; but, tested by the old method, the increase of numbers in 
our societies, our work has not advanced as we could wish; but 
there is a very marked increase in the number and size of our con- 
gregations and in our schools and scholars. Our old and invalua- 
ble class-meeting has been openly and furtively assailed, but only 
with the effect, as we think, of calling out a very strong feeling in 
its favor. We purpose, by the grace of God, to preserve the essen- 
tial integrity of that institution whatever changes may occur. 
We feel sure, however, that we have entered on a year which will 
make us amends. There is strong expectation and hope, and there 
is earnest labor among our societies; and as the year rolls on— 
for we keep our letter open as long as possible—we see indications 
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of that revival of religion which is the cure, generally speaking, 
of all our embarrassments. Meanwhile onr institutions as a whole 
flourish; our theological schools are doing their work well, and 
we are encouraged by the almost total absence of any assault upon 
the unity and integrity of our Christian doctrine. We are in the 
midst of educational difficulties which, in another form, trouble 
you also. But we are gradually seeing with more and more pre- 
cision what is our own peremptory duty as a. people, and we shall 
not fail, by the blessing of God, to do it. 

Your address affectingly alludes to venerable names which are 
now doubly venerable, having ceased to be pronounced as among 
the living. We note especially the name of Bishop Kingsley, who 
had been appointed one of your representatives to us, and whose 
unexpected removal you so feelingly deplore. We sympathize 
with you—so far, that is, as you need sympathy. The departure 
of such laborers is not matter of unmingled sorrow; rather, it. is 
one of the crowns of our rejoicing. We also have our obituary 
every year enriched. Our beloved John Hannah, to whom you 
by your two receptions, and otherwise, greatly endeared your- 
selves, has gone to his rest. And, while our letter is yet unsealed, 
we have to insert another of our most. honored names, that of one 
who was, beyond most men, the common property of the two 
Methodist. worlds, James Dixon. 

You will, however, receive all that you desire to know of us from 
the lips of our representative, Rev. Luke H. Wiseman, M.A., Sec- 
retary of the Conference, whom we send as one whose intimate 
knowledge of our affairs, and interest in yourselves, specially 
recommend him for this service, and whose official position bears 
witness to the estimation in which he is held among us. The Con- 
ference appointed as its representatives Rev. William Arthur, 
M.A., equally trusted and equally beloved by you and by us, and 
Rev. George T. Perks, M.A., one of our Missionary Secretaries, a 
brother beloved and esteemed in no ordinary degree. We deeply 
regret that personal affliction in the case of Mr. Arthur, and severe 
domestic affliction in the case of Mr. Perks, render it quite impos- 
sible for these brethren to fulfill the appointment ; but we have been 
enabled to meet the emergency by conjoining with Mr. Wiseman 
one concerning whose acceptableness on your part we have no 
more doubt. than we have ot his fitness to represent Methodism to 
you in every respect—Reyv. William Morley Punshon, M.A. These 
brethren will supply the lack of our communications in any par- 
ticular which may be necessary. 

We need hardly add, at the present conjuncture, that they will 
represent our present desire that complications which have seemed 
to threaten the good understanding between our two countries 
may be speedily and peacefully adjusted. Of course we, like 
yourselves, think of this matter in its religious aspect, and we feel 
sure that the prayers and sympathies and efforts of the one Meth- 
odism of America and England must be an important element 
toward the preservation of peaceful and friendly relations. 


452 Journal of the General Conference. [1872. 


While we commend our representatives once more to the same 
affection which has never yet failed to greet them, we have to 
thank you for the mission of those whom, from you, we have had 
the happiness of receiving, at Burslem, the Rev. Dr. Simpson and 
Dr. Foster. The remembrance of their ministration is still warmly 
and gratefully cherished, and will long be cherished by the multi- 
tudes who then gathered around the Conference. The sermon 
which Bishop Simpson preached before our Conference was one for 
the power, unction, and reasonableness of which we were very 
grateful to God. Nor can we say less of the masterly theological 
discourse of his colleague, Dr. Foster. The Conference which 
these excellent brethren attended expressed and recorded in its 
Minutes, its sense of the respect due to their character, and of the 
value of their services ; but it is a pleasure to repeat our thanks. 

If our interchange of deputations produced only such fruit as 
this, it would be a usage greatly to be prized. 

Finally, Brethren, we greet you in the name of our common 
Lord. We do not say farewell, for we shall continue to speak to 
you through the brethren who bear with them this document. 
May your General Conference have the presence of the Master 
more signally and sensibly proved than ever before. And in due 
time may we once more “ hear of your affairs, that you stand fast 
in one spirit, with one mind striving together, for the faith of the 
Gospel.” 

Signed on behalf and by order of the Conference. 

Joun H. Jamus, President. 

Lonpon April 13, 1872. 


————— $e —_—__——- 


4..—Journal, page 107. 
ADDRESS OF REV. LUKE H. WISEMAN, M.A. 


Mr. Presipent AND Honorep Breturen: The very kind re- 
ception which you have been pleased to accord this morning to 
my colleague and myself will be accepted by our friends on the 
other side of the Atlantic as another evidence most gratifying to 
them, as it is to us, of the thorough cordial feeling which still con- 
tinues—we record it with thankfulness—to unite the Methodist 
Churches of the two countries. 

At our Conference of 1870 we were favored with the presence 
of two honored brethren representing yourselves—Bishop Simpson 
and Rey. Dr. Foster. The language of the address which has 
been read does no more than justice—I might almost say scarcely 
does full justice—to the feeling entertained by the brethren both 
ot the clergy and laity of the value of their services. The sermons 
they preached are talked of to this day among all our people, and 
their personaf intercourse and addresses produced an impression so 
pleasant and so cordial that it would be difficult to speak of them 
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in fitting terms without being supposed to be chargeable with ex- 
aggeration. I can rejoice—personally incompetent as I feel my- 
self to do justice to the subject—I can rejoice that there is in this 
representation a gentleman, Rev. W. Morley Punshon, who is 
perfectly able to do full justice to the subject; and to him I shall 
with pleasure refer in regard to several matters which time will 
not permit me to mention. 

Time being precious, it will not be expected that I should re- 
peat at any length the expressions which occur in the address of 
our Conference in whatever relates to the fidelity, the usefulness, 
and the prosperity of the Methodist Church in the United States. 
We regard your record as ours, and you as belonging to ourselves, 
In many home circles in England your great Church and your 
great achievements are talked over, and by our firesides referred 
to with pride and gratitude. You are placed in circumstances un- 
like our own. When Methodism rose in England the ground was 
pre-occupied by other Christian bodies: it was not so to the same 
extent here. . You have a wider field, a great and glorious country. 
You have free institutions, and while I as a British-born subject 
am not desirous of changing my personal relations to any govern- 
ment on the face of the earth, it gives me pleasure to say that you 
have in this country a field which the Lord has enabled you to 
cultivate with great success, and my prayer is that you may con- 
tinue to increase from year to year until by the blessing of God 
you have covered this land with the triumphs of the Gospel as the 
waters cover the sea. 

Now, sir, and honored brethren, with regard to our own affairs, 

‘I am permitted to state that the past four years, since we had the 
honor of appearing before you, by our representatives, at your 
previous General Conference, have been years which, taken on the 
whole—allowing for one single exception—have been of remark- 
able prosperity. The Lord has greatly blessed us; he has extend- 
ed our borders, he has multiplied our children, and our people 
have put forth efforts and manifested a generosity unequaled in 
any previous period in the history of Methodism. ‘Take as an ex- 
ample the item of church building. Our figures must appear small 
in comparison with yours, because our body is so much smaller 
than yours; but we have, however, done well, as we think, for 
during the past four years we have erected five hundred churches 
and chapels in Great Britain alone. I do not speak of Ireland, as 
that country has a representative upon this floor. 

We have expended during the four years six millions of dollars 
upon church building and enlargement, and of the same amount, 
more than three fourths has been actually raised by the contribu- 
tions of our people, leaving less than one fourth to be raised, so 
that during this period our Church has raised more than a million 
of dollars per annum. We have at this time one hundred and forty 
thousand more sittings in our churches and chapels than we had 
four years ago, and we are thankful to state that thé new chapels 
and churches are exceedingly well attended. There has been an 
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increase in all our congregations; I cannot state with accuracy 
how great an increase, but I think now there are one hundred 
thousand more in attendance upon these Church services than 
there were four years ago. 

Then there is one part of Great Britain which we have specially 
considered, and that is the great metropolis of the country. From 
various causes Methodism in London has not had the place it 
should have occupied. Very considerable effort has been made to 
remedy this, and but recently a scheme has been projected, and: is 
already very considerably advanced, from which we hope for good 
results; that is, through the liberality of our people it is proposed 
to build fifty new churches in London. 

In that metropolis there are three and a half millions of people, 
and there is nothing like church accommodation for that number. 
We propose for our share to build fifty new churches, the smallest 
of which shall have a seating capacity of one thousand. A gener- 
ous layman, Sir Francis Lycett, has contributed a quarter of a 
million dollars for this purpose, on condition that the same amount 
shall be raised by the friends of this project outside of London; 
and I am happy to state that they have responded to that appeal, 
and the subscription has already been raised, and these churches 
are intended to be large, capacious, and contain each one thousand 
sittings in the audience-room, Also, we are to have school-rooms 
and vestries to correspond. Several of them are already either 
completed, or in a state of progress; and we have very little doubt 
that this movement will soon have arrived at its completion for 
the accommodation of these masses in the great metropolis of 
England. 

Then with regard to schools: these do not take the same place 
with us that yours do. In this country your Sunday-schools em- 
brace all classes, whereas with us the more opulent seldom attend, 
and regard them more in the light of missionary undertakings, 
However, I am glad to say that your idea is fast becoming more 
prevalent among us; we have increased our attendance in the 
Sunday-schools very materially of late, and the attendance is now 
six hundred and forty thousand, being higher than ever before, 
and of late years the attendance among the wealthier classes has 
largely increased; and the Conference has appointed a minister 
well qualified for the work, who has special charge of the work of 
visiting the Sunday-schools and giving such advice as may be 
found necessary. 

Then, with regard to day-schools, our address mentions that the 
subject of education occupies a large share of attention, but to ex- 
plain this would occupy too much time. Until the passing of the 
recent Elementary Education Act the whole elementary education 
of the young was in the hands of voluntary bodies. There was 
no State provision for the education of the children, except in the 
form of grants in aid of these voluntary schools. These were car- 
ried on chiefly by religious bodies—the Church of England having 
about three fourths of all; the Wesleyans and the Roman Catholics 
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did something, while the Congregationalists and Baptists did but 
very little. 

The new legislation has provided another class of elementary 
schools unconnected with Churches, managed by boards, elected 
by the taxpayers generally, and the expenses defrayed out of the 
public rates. From this new arrangement much has been expected ; 
but the whole enterprise is yet an experiment, and is too much in 
its infancy, and too much encompassed with initial difficulties, to 
enable me to speak with confidence of its probable results. At 
the next General Conference we expect when our representatives 
shall stand before you that they will be able to give a satisfactory 
account of the results of this first attempt to render elementary 
education really national. 

One matter may deserve notice in regard to the higher educa- 
tion of the country. Until quite recently the great Universities 
of Oxford and Cambridge were closed to all applicants except those 
who conformed to the Church of England; now we are happy to 
say that this restriction has been repealed, and that unjust and 
oppressive state of things has passed away. The great question 
of religious equality has been advanced by this one step, and now’ 
persons of all denominations can go to our national Universities 
of Oxford and Cambridge, and be eligible to the emoluments and 
honors in them, Already a goodly band of Methodist young men 
have taken advantage of the change, and I am happy to say that 
any of our Methodist youth who conduct themselves with propri- 
ety seem to labor under no disadvantage whatever because not 
connected with the Church of England. While I am speaking 
upon the subject of education, I may be permitted to mention 
that our three theological colleges, containing about two hundred 
students, continue as in former years. We are careful, indeed, in’ 
the selection of our candidates, assigning several examinations to 
each applicant before admission, and we cherish the belief that, 
under the blessing of God, a more efficient ministry is being raised 
up in England. 

I pass from these matters to say a word with reference to our 
home mission work. The total amount raised for this fund is about 
$100,000 a year. We have of late years assigned ministers to dis- 
tricts in London where there is absolutely no’ Methodism, many 
of which there are containing from twenty thousand to fifty thou- 
sand people. Four of these ministers were appointed at our last 
Conference, without circuit, charge, or Church. They are sent to 
preach, and, by the blessing of God, to raise up a circuit. We find 
our mission in London, with its three millions and a quarter of 
population, where religious provision is lamentably insufficient for 
the wants of the people, to be increasingly important and urgent. 
In connection with this movement we have just established a special 
fund for hiring halls and theaters, and for employing lay agents 
and Bible women, to reach the lowest and most neglected classes 
of our population. 

Then with regard to foreign missions: on the whole they have 
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been fairly prosperots. We have a hope that before long we shall 
have two new affiliated Conferences, one in the West Indies and 
one in South Africa; and preliminary financial measures have al- 
ready been taken with a view to that end. In Europe, we have 
fourteen circuits in South Germany, your work being chiefly in 
the North. By the blessing of God our little commencement in 
‘Italy has resulted in the establishment of twenty circuits. In that 
country we have never had more than two Englishmen as laborers. 
But the Lord has raised up a goodly band of Italians. Four or 
five of these were formerly priests, one was a friar, two or three 
were university tutors or professors, while others have been drawn 
from the humbler walks of life. We have completed the purchase 
of a block in a central situation in the city of Rome. The price 
was $50,000, which money has been raised and paid, so that in the 
heart of the Eternal City we have now a good position. Part of 
this property will be altered so as to be fit for a church, schools, 
and parsonage, while the remaining part will be let as shops and 
dwellings; and, owing to the very reasonable terms on which the 
property was obtained, we shall derive from this part a fair interest 
on the total outlay. What is more important, the great Head of 
the Church has raised up a brother who seems eminently qualified 
to work in the city of Rome—Signor Sciarelli, who is an eloquent 
preacher. I may just mention that a short time ago there was a 
public discussion, between the Catholics on the one hand and the 
Protestants on the other, on the question, Whether St. Peter was 
ever in Rome? The discussion was held for three days, the ablest 
disputants on the Romish side being engaged. The whole was 
conducted with great order, and our Methodist evangelist was 
chosen as the first speaker to lead off the argument on the Protest- 
ant side of the question. The discussion caused immense interest ; 
and the effect may be judged of from the fact that the Pope has 
prohibited all further discussion of the question. 

Now, honored brethren, before closing these remarks I must, in 
fidelity to the trust reposed in me, express our regret that with all 
these external evidences of prosperity our Church membership 
does not increase at a more rapid rate. It does not decline. We 
are ten thousand members more than we were four years ago. 
But tbe rate of increase in our membership is not commensurate 
with the increase in our churches, congregations, and schools. We 
are resolved, by the grace of God, to be more humble, holy, devoted, 
aud faithful. We have lost some noble men since the last General 
Conference: James Dixon, who was known here many years ago; 
and Thomas Vasey, who, if he had lived, would doubtless have 
been President of our Conference, and the narrative of whose 
glorious triumph over death has exercised over thousands in our 
country a most blessed influence. We desire to remember that 
our great work is, afier all, not so much the advocacy of sect or 
party, as to spread scriptural holiness throughout the land. We 
are thankful to believe, brethren, that the great Head of the 
Church continues to bless us in the spread of the great truth of 
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the Gospel, and we are resolved never to abate or weaken our testi- 
mony to the true divinity of our blessed Lord; the atonement made 
for sin by his precious blood and perfect sacrifice; the necessity 
of the inspiration and indwelling of the Holy Spirit, in order to 
repentance, conversion, sanctification, and walk with God; and 
the necessity for inculcating upon all our people the precepts of 
the divine law, and the duty and blessedness of practical religion, 
so that the world may see that their profession is not an empty 
name. We have had gracious revivals in several parts of the 
country in the last few months, some of them very large, I cannot 
tell how large; but, whatever may be the statistics, at all events 
the Lord has watered his heritage, and sinners have been heard 
crying for mercy, and the Churches are receiving accessions. We 
are thankful to tell you of a spirit of union and brotherly love pre- 
vailing through Great Britain. We have, of course, differences of 
opinion in detail; this is to be expected; but I believe we have 
the spirit of love and charity. I have no doubt if I should be in 
your country awhile, and learn more of your Churches, I should 
find the same here; but nothing is more marked, nor more beauti- 
ful, than the spirit of love and mutual confidence which pervades 
the hearts of our Methodist preachers in England; they never 
loved the truth more, and were never more brave in declaring that 
truth than at the present time. 

There is also a tendency toward closer union among the different 
Methodist bodies. In our country the junior Methodist societies, 
taken all together, have a membership fully three fourths as large 
as our own. Although we do not at the present see the way clear 
for a complete fusion, we do see our way for a better mutual 
understanding than formerly prevailed. If any asperity or acerbity 
existed in former years, we are thankful to report that this has 
greatly died away, on which account we thank God and take 
courage. For the very marked manner in which you have re- 
ceived our address, and for these expressions of interest toward 
ae es in England, again permit me to return you our sincerest 
thanks, 
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‘ ADDRESS OF REY. WILLIAM MORLEY PUNSHON, M.A. 


Bisuor Simpson, HonorED AND DEAR Faruers AND BReErH- 
REN: There are three very sutiicient reasons why I should not de- 
tain you at length with any remarks of mine: first, because your 
time is precious; weighty matters await your attention and decis- 
ion, and there are delegates present from other bodies who have 
a right to be heard. Second, because I hardly consider myself a 
representative, my presence here being but the accident of an acci- 
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dent, but only as a sort of Widus Achates to my friend and 
brother, Mr, Wiseman, to whose address you have just listened 
with so much pleasure. And, third, because four years ago, when 
I had a legitimate chance, I exhausted myself, and, I am atraid, 
exhausted you. Since then no material change has been brought 
within the range of a telescopic observation. 

Although I disclaim the character of a representative, I am 
grateful to the British Conference, to which I still swear fealty, 
that it has honored me in its appointment of Fraternal Delegate 
on this interesting occasion. I yield to no man on earth in sincere 
admiration of the work which you are doing; a work which 
always attracted me, but of which I never thought so highly as 
since I have looked upon it with a nearer vision. I have not yet 
had the opportunity of witnessing your operations in the South, 
though, if God spares me, I hope to add that to my experience 
before long. As I have gone in and out through your borders, 
from Maine to California, and from where the Father of Waters 
laves the fair city of St. Louis, to where, in the far North, the for- 
ests wave on the shores of Puget’s Sound—and as I have seen you 
abreast of the newest settlements every-where, engaged in the same 
holy toil, planting the same blessed civilization, uplifting the same 
consecrated cross, many a time has my heart throbbed with thank- 
fulness to the God who has raised up this power in your country. 
I have chronicled your marches and successes with true brotherly 
pride, and have noted that you have not only leavened your own 
country, but in the munificence of your zeal you have crossed the 
continent, have made the world a neighborhood, and it is hardly 
too much to say you have girdled the world with a zone of labor 
and an atmosphere of prayer. 

In the work which you are doing you are providing for the 
permanent national life, for those are healthiest nations of which 
the Holy Seed is the substance, and the strongest rampart of 
defense 1s a rampart of sanctified mind. With all my heart I 
reiterate the prayer, May the Lord God of your fathers make 
you a thousand-fold more than you are, and bless you as he hath 
promised ! 

I deem it fortunate that circumstances enabled me to witness the 
inauguration in your Church history at the last General Confer- 
ence, the first introduction of colored delegates. At this Confer- 
ence I am permitted to witness the admission of the laymen upon 
your floor to share equally in its deliberations. Iam watching, the 
whole Methodist Church is watching, the result of your experiment 
with some solicitude, but with hardly any misgivings. But so far 
as enlisting on the part of the laymen the greatest possible co-op- 
eration, the most entire accord with the pastorate m the spread- 
ing of the work of God, so far, Iam sure, there is no Methodist 
heart but that beats in unison with your own. In this great 
Amalekite battle we need a Moses to pray, a Joshua to fight, and 
an Aaron and Hur to hold up Moses’s hands. 

You will not expect me, after the exhaustive address of my col- 
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league, to say much upon the state and prospects of British Meth- 
odism ; and it is, moreover, known to many of you that since the 
last General Conference I have only looked at its enterprises, as it 
were, through the loop-holes of retreat. But it is a law in mental 
optics that far sight is often clear sight; and there are two or 
three aspects which have presented themselves to me, and which 
perhaps escaped my friend and colleague because he was too near 
to see them. It is my province to remind you of these. 

I have observed, I think, a gradual growth in the estimation and 
honor in which the Wesleyan Methodist Church in England is 
held by all the English people; but this has been obtained not by 
the ostentatious pushing of itself into public, but, by its consistent 
and earnest doing of its proper work, it has won an almost national 
recognition and esteem. Time was, and not remotely, when it 
was otherwise; when, so formidable was the reproach of Method- 
ism, and so overshadowing the influence beneath which it wrought 
and suffered, that it could scarcely get sufficiently into the light to 
let its pure religion and undefiled come under the observation of 
men. It was the custom sometimes to ignore it, sometimes with 
an air of patronage to tolerate it, sometimes kindly to apologize 
for it, and at best to associate its fervor with fanaticism, and to re- 
gard it as an irregular and very humble helper which might be 
suffered, though with some misgiving, to do a little guerrilla fight- 
ing in the service of Christ. For long years English Methodism 
bore all this very patiently, courting no antagonisms, like Nehe- 
miah hardly deigning to come down from its great work even to 
defend its character, but always planting Churches and always 
saving souls. Now it is having its reward. Of course there are 
yet those who scorn, and those who hinder; bigotry and prejudice 
are not by any means dead ; but the Methodism of to-day occupies 
a very different position from the Methodism even of twenty years 
ago. Itis now Dec as a spiritual power. It is hailed as 
an energetic ally. Scholarship and culture are not denied to 
it. It is even escaping from the charge of being a vulgar thing. 
Its representatives are in the great council of the nation. It sends 
its men, aye, and its women, on the school boards by which the 
education of the rising generation is directed. It has penetrated 
even into Westminister Abbey. Its sons sit among the learned 
as learned as any, on the Committee of Biblical Revision ; and 
while thousands and tens of thousands listen to its clear teachin 
of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, its influences are felt like 
an atmosphere breathed nnconsciously, like air-waves breaking 
upon society at every point with unseen but resistless pressure. 

I know that this change in the public opinion may fluctuate, and 
that the altered circumstances are not free from danger—just as 
Capua was more disastrous than Canne to the old Roman army— 
and yet, believing, as I do, that while Methodism remains simple 
in purpose and strong in faith it can leave nothing but blessings 
behind it, I rejoice in the ample opportunties which are thus af 
forded for doing good, and I take it that God is thus indicating 
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his purpose that Methodism shall become more aggressive against 
evil thanever. Times of persecution,and strife, however they may 
brace individual piety, are not favorable to associate endeavor. 
Days of obscurity and reproach are the days of the Church’s ‘tes- 
timony, when she endures hardness, and nurses heroes, and culti- 
vates that faith which is the stuff of which martyrs are made. 
When God means her to become missionary he stills the noise of 
the waves and the tumult of the people, and gives rest from the 
enemy on all sides, and she worships not in catacombs but in tem- 
ples, and she has no baptism of fire except that of the Holy Ghost, 
which is a lambent and cleansing flame. Her growing influence, 
therefore, points out her solemn duty. I trust in God she will be 
faithful to do it. 

I have discovered what I think to be a very hopeful sign in 
British Methodism, and that is that, while it retains with unbend- 
ing firmness all its former principles, it has become more flexible 
in its modes of action. It adapts itself to new necessities with an 
easier grace; it looks with more indulgence upon bold efforts to 
do the Master’s work, although they may not run quite in the re- 
spectable groove of the former times. Hence have sprung the 
princely efforts which are announced as being made on so large a 
scale for the erection of fifty churches in London within the next 
few years, for the appointment of lay-agents, specially fitted and 
furnished, to make a raid on its darkness and sin, and otherwise for 
the moral conquest of that vast mass of human life—that ocean 
with its millions of billows, so many of which are “ raging waves, 
foaming out their own shame.” 

In this connection I may fitly speak of another work of Christ- 
like charity. In the great heart of the founder of Methodism there 
were many pulses which beat for the fatherless, and the first house 
of worship which he built in Newcastle-upon-Tyne was known as 
the Orphan House, because provision was made above it for the 
shelter and training of outcast children. The houses of worship 
originally provided for a parsonage above, which gave rise to the 
saying that “ Wesley’s ministers were above their work.” Grad- 
ually the idea was lost in what was considered more pressing and 
needy work which the Church was called to do. But about three 
years ago the heart of a young minister was inspired to revive 
this tradition of the elders on a small scale, but with large hopes, 
and found again a children’s home, whose object was to rescue 
from the maelstrom of vice and danger, and from finally becoming 
criminals, these waits who have been thrown out upon society by 
the death of their parents, or by having been forsaken. These 
children have been gathered, placed under the superintendence of 
a pastor, and divided into families, maintaining their own home 
relations, but linked to each other by the common school. Of 
these families there are now four, consisting of forty-three boys 
and seventeen girls, rescued from the heart of the vast seething 
sea of iniquity in the city of London. From the first it has been un- 
dertaken and carried on by faith and in dependence upon Him who 
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can so open the heart of the churl that he becomes benevolent, and 
pours forth his “benefactions even as the smitten rock in the wil- 
derness poured forth the living water. These schools are flour- 
ishing and giving increasing promise of usefulness. My friend, 
Mr. Stevenson, into whose heart God put this seed, is now in 
this house, on his way to Canada, where we hope, by the blessing 
of God, to establish a like institution. 

When I look at this—at all these great efforts and sacrifices, this 
girding of the Church’s energy, this Samaritanism of charity, so to 
speak, this earnest work and prayer—it seems to me an augury 
that is very hopeful for the Church’s future in her world-mission. 
Mr. Wiseman has already informed you of the one drawback to 
the progress of Methodism in England during the last four years 
—there does not seem to be a proportionate increase in the mem- 
bership of the Church. Ihave thought that the whole mass of 
the ministry in England has been lately stirred to a deeper appre- 
ciation of the simple Gospel, and to’ a closer clinging to the story 
of the cross, to a directer aiming at the fifth rib, to a manlier tone 
in the proclamation of the everlasting Gospel. To me this is 
hopeful. 

There has been at our late Conferences much personal humbling 
in the sight of God, and the results of this humiliation and of the 
resulting divine baptism upon our ministers have been marked 
and blessed. They are becoming better and purer, and are en- 
deavoring to keep nearer to and under the cross. They have learned 
to say with Luther, ““ Better not flutter too high,” better to keep 
somewhere in the neighborhood of Christ. There is less striving 
to be more original than Isaiah or Paul, less desire to supplement 
the Gospel, or, as one has said, to “cut the rainbow in pieces 
instead of presenting it as the one undivided arch of hope and 
purity to the sinner’s gaze.” 

And the world is still the same, and this is still what the world 
wants. Its needs have not changed. Its sinners wait hopelessly 
for mercy. Humanity still sends out its passion cry for the orig- 
inal Gospel. It may robe itself in the gay garments of civilization, 
but there is the old sorry self underneath—discontent gnawing at 
the vitals; a hunger of heart which nothing but the divine can 
satisfy. Physical science, infidelity, formalism, superstition, all 
are as the husks to the wanderer from the desert, and in the dust 
his heart crieth out for the living God. ; 

Bishop Ames, I am a great relic hunter. This is well under- 
stood by my friends who know me. Ihave here a relic. I hold 
in my hand a letter which cannot be much out of place, as it is 
dated New York city, March 31, 1808. The salutation of this 
truly apostolic letter is, “ Accept me in great love to you all in 
the Lord Jesus Christ,” and it is signed, Francis Asbury. I will 
give you the letter—no! I will not give it you, but I will read it. 
The letter is addressed to “ Rev. Charles Atmore, Methodist 
Church, Todmorden, near Halifax, England, per packet Lord 
Hobart.” 


472 . Journal of the General Conference. (1872. 


“New York, March 31, 1808. 


“My very Dear yer Unknown BroruEer: Great grace, 
great peace, great success attend you. I thank you for your re- 
membrance of me by Mr. Harden. It is but once in a year that 
preachers upon the Continent expect to hear of or to see me. I 
may be in the extremities, east, west, north, or south, when a let- 
ter is landed upon the Continent. I have marked with pleasure 
some of the Minutes of your last Conferences; I am pleased to 
keep them with me, like our own, that we may learn. I applaud 
the respect for the old Methodist doctrines, that concern to keep 
the ministry in good circulation. O let us keep the ancient land- 
marks, and look well to the foundation ; let not that be destroyed. 

“ My letters are in manuscript, so are all my journals, and likely 
to continue so till my death, and possibly [be] buried with me. Ihave 
written my journals by riding about five thousand miles in about 
eight months. If I had time, taste, and talents I should have 
written more; but I have thought possibly it was well. I might 
have prejudiced men and things improperly, and have said what I 
should have had to unsay; further, I might have given my oppos- 
ers more field room for opposition. 

“ As to you, I think your memorial is your province and forte. 
It gives me great pleasure to find it seven hundred miles to the 
west from this city. I take it up and read it in a day and a half. 
As to the memoirs of all that die in the work, we shall record 
them upon our Minutes. 

“ As to matters with us, we have had great peace and _ pros- 
perity in our land, and, what is remarkable, a great work of God, 
and we are looking for great days of divine power. We feel that 
God is with us, come what may. We are but poor as a ministry. 
I suppose the insolvency of the seven Conferences in the whole 
(formerly near six hundred preachers) $6,000 or $7,000; notwith- 
standing our funds and voluntary collections may rise to near that 
sum, We uniformly only allow eighty dollars to a single, and 
double to a married preacher, making no provision for extra ex- 
penses or children. Our New England Conference alone last year 
was about three thousand dollars deficient ; but the way we do is 
to make an equal dividend, and we have very little difficulty. 
Money with us is no article of faith or term of union or spring for 
traveling. Our preachers are very generally poor; we have but 
one properly rich man in all the Connection, that can be called rich, 
The preachers, many of them, marry, and that to good industrious 
women, who dress and live in great plainness, ee help their hus- 
bands. We have taken many of the local line into the traveling 
connection, with their families. In some parts our preachers begin 
to appear a little in garb like priests, but it is not a general case. 

“ As to number, I need say nothing, as you will see our Minutes, 
In some seasons we have more than ordinary darkness and mor- 
tality when we have our greatest numbers. We have in the last 
year followed the example of our elder brethren in Europe. We 
have sent out the last and present year our missionaries among 
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the German and English settlements, and have found our account 
in it both in the interior and exterior. We find that energy is 
needful both in discipline and preaching. It is fire, fire we want, 
and liberty to carry on the work of God. We have our rubbers, 
ut the people generally know we are Methodists, and it is our 
way. They may fine us, beat us, or set the dogs on us, we shall 
have our way of stopping sinners in the way to hell. 
, “Please to give my Christian salutations to any and all my 
fathers and brethren in the ministry and membership you please. 
Accept me in great love to you all in Jesus. F. Aspury.” 


Asbury says: “ We have our rubbers.” Yes, and Methodism 
has always had her rubbers. “ But,” says Asbury, “the people 
generally know we are Methodists.” Do they? I am glad to 
hear it. 

Yes, the sixty years have gone over us, and this is still the old 
Methodist way: we are still stopping sinners in the way to hell. 
This is the old Methodist way, and we are not tired of walking 
in it, and may God help us to walk in it more faithfully ! 

My heart would reproach me were I to sit down without one 
other reference. I hardly know how to enter upon it, for as I 
look back to the last General Conference, and think of those four 
eventful years, and of the changes those years have wrought, I am 
as one in a dream—a dream which is bright, O so bright! on its 
heavenward side, but which on its earthward has a rude and 
- strange awakening ; a dream which the destruction of the place in 
which you then met, and in which I was honored to greet you, has 
crystalized as by fire into an indelible memory. I seem to see 
the standard-bearers you have lost, as they have fainted and fallen on 
the field—standard-bearers to whom God had given a banner that 
it might be displayed because of the truth, and who were worthy 
of the trust confided to them. I can speak only of those whom I 
was privileged somewhat to know, whose friendship I had hoped 
to cultivate—by whose example I had hoped to be inspired—but 
in reference to whom there is but the hopeless longing, 


“© for the touch of a vanished hand, 
And the sound of a voice that is still!” 


Bishop Simpson, I think of your colleagues in office who have 
been smitten from your side: Baker, the distinguished jurist, 
even then falling into the beauty of the tomb; and Clark, 
the acute and accomplished, the able administrator, and the 
preacher of commanding power; and Thomson, the Chrysostom 
of your Church, of golden specch and golden value, whose large, 
child-like spirit could not harbor a thought of guile, and who 
seemed ever as if detained on earth only by slight and trembling 
tendrils; and Kingsley, the brave and brotherly, snatched away 
from you in the fullness of his ripe manhood, and before he had 
drawn upon his reserve of power, dying with the consecration 
upon him of his apostolic travels, and as if the sight of the Holy 
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Land had but whetted his desire to go upward to the Holy Place, 
that from the track of the Man of Sorrows he might go to see the 
King in his beauty. 

And then I think of others lower in office, but equal in esteem : 
of Mattison, who first welcomed me in Jersey City, a doughty 
champion against the Man of Sin; of Sewall, a burning and a shin- 
ing light, quenched perhaps by its own brightness, all too soon; of 
John M’Clintock, anax andron, almost an Admirable Crichton in 
versatility of attainment, Melanchthon in tenderness, and Luther in 
courage, but all whose wise rare gifts were blent into one tribute 
to be cast at the feet. of Him who was the Man of Sorrows, but 
upon whose head are many crowns; of Nadal, who drooped so 
soon after his friend that it seemed as if in preparing his memoir 
he had got to long so much for nearer communion that he must 
needs ascend to join him in the presence of the Master whom they 
both loved. 

And then I think of a later loss than these—a blameless and 
beautiful character, whose name had an hereditary charm for me, 
whose saintly spirit exhaled so sweet a fragrance that the perfume 
lingers with me yet, and who went home like a plumed warrior, 
for whom the everlasting doors were lifted, as he was stricken 
into victory in his prime, and who had nothing to do at the last 
but mount into the chariot of Israel, and go “sweeping through 
the gates washed in the blood of the Lamb.” 

Sirs, these are no common losses. I weep with you on account 
of them, and I am qualified to weep with you, for “a sword hath 
pierced into my own soul also,” and I have borne my own burden of 
loss and sorrow; but these your comrades fell in hallowed work, 
on hallowed ground. Bravely they bore the banners while they 
lived, but the nerveless hand relaxed its hold, and they have 
passed them on to others. We too must pass them on. The 
fight is not over. We receive unfinished labors from our fathers 
and transmit them still to our children. Watchers in the night, it 
may not be given to us to tarry until the morning. We can but 
wave the battle-flag gallantly for awhile, but our hands will stiffen, 
and our comrades will bury us before the fight is done. O to be 
kept and to be found faithful until death! From their elevation in 
heaven they seem to whisper down to us, “ Be followers of us as 
we have been followers of Christ.” 

In 1780 a strange darkness came suddenly at mid-day upon the 
State of Connecticut, and many thought the end of the world was 
come. The Speaker of the House of Assembly, then in session, 
was in his place, and. when many desired to adjourn he calmed the 
rising fears of the members with these words, “ If this be the day 
of judgment, I desire that the Judge may find me at my post of 
duty. Let the candles be brought in, and the business proceed.” 
May God help us to be at our posts always, and to the end.” 
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6.—Journal, pages 387, 401. 
REPLY TO THE BRITISH CONFERENCE. 


Tur GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE Merugopisr EpiscopaL 
CuurcH oF THE Unirep Srates or AMERICA TO THE 
British CoNFERENCE. 


REVEREND AND DEAR FatHers AND Bretaren: “ Grace be 
unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

Your letter, dated London, April 13, 1872, and conveyed to us 
by your delegates, afforded us great satisfaction. We thank God 
“always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you 
by Jesus Christ; that in every thing ye are enriched by him, in 
all utterance, and in all knowledge; even as the testimony of 
Christ was confirmed in you; so that ye come behind in no gift; 
waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Sustaining, as you do, peculiar historic relations to Mr. Wesley, 
the founder, under God, of our common Methodism, it is not 
unreasonable that the various divisions of the great Methodistic 
household should look to you for a continual example of that 
missionary zeal which can be satisfied with nothing less than the 
subjugation of the world to Christ ; a devotion to the pure doctrines 
of the Gospel which will maintain them at all times and in all cir- 
cumstances, allowing no departure from the form of sound words ; 
and a compassion for sinners which will not consent that any results 
shall be regarded as prosperity which do not include their conver- 
sion to God, their sanctification, and their final “entrance into the 
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ;” and 
we rejoice in the assurance, from time to time, that our confidence 
is fully justified. 

Your mission stations encircle the globe. Steadily pursuing the 
course you have pursued, it will soon be said of your missions: 
“There is no speech nor language where their voice is not heard. 
Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words unto 
the end of the world.” It is an eminent attestation of the divine 
origin of Methodism, and of its intense spirituality, that among 
its earliest ministers were found men so thoroughly imbued with 
the spirit of their great commission that no ties of kindred or of 
nationality could restrict them to their native land, and who could 
not be satisfied without preaching the Gospel on the distant con- 
tinents of the earth and islands of the sea, notwithstanding that 
in their own country there were wide and inviting fields of Chris- 
tian labor white unto the harvest, while the laborers were few. 
We rejoice in the prosperity of your missions, and pray that you 
may have yet more abundant success. cs Thanks be to God which 
always causeth ” you “to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest 
the savor of his knowledge by you in every place.” 
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It is a source of hallowed joy to us that, while the vision of 
your faith sweeps the earth, and the feet of your messengers are 
swift to carry the messages of grace afar, without abating your 
liberal contributions to the foreign work, you have addressed 
yourselves with exemplary earnestness to the establishment and 
support of home missions. The information given to us by your 
delegates respecting your wisdom, zeal, and liberality in building 
churches was received with admiration and with gratitude to 
God for the grace he hath bestowed upon you. We cannot doubt 
that you will receive a rich reward in the conversion to God of 
multitudes, who will increase your numbers and augment greatly 
your resources for further progress. Our prayers will ascend to 
God continually for his blessing upon this part of your work. 

The interest with which we listened to the statements of your 
delegates respecting your mission in Italy was intense. For this 
extension of your mission field we are especially grateful to God. 

Nor do we fail to thank him for the blessed harmony which 
prevails in your ministry and membership. 

It was not without a painful sense of disappointment that we 
heard of the indisposition of the Rev. William Arthur, A.M., which 
prevented him from coming to us as your representative. His 
former visit to our country is remembered with unmingled pleasure. 
We longed to see him here again, to hear his voice, and to have 
the opportunity of expressing to him our high esteem and warm 
affection. Then came another disappointment in the domestic 
affliction of the Rev. George T. Perks, A.M., who, though an entire 
stranger to us, was commended to our confidence and love by 
his selection as a delegate from your honored body. We accept 
this opportunity of sending to him an assurance of our sympathy. 
But we were, nevertheless, highly tavored by the presence, and 
addresses, and preaching, of those most excellent brethren who, 
by your appointment and the will of God, appeared in their stead 
—the Rey. Luke H. Wiseman, A.M., whose marked intelligence, 
manifest piety, chaste eloquence, and refined and noble bearing 
deeply impressed us, and secured for him at once a place in our 
hearts, and the Rev, William Morley Punshon, A.M., who had, 
by his previous intercourse and ministrations, secured our affections 
and our admiration. We were made glad by the coming of these 
brethren. They have greatly refreshed our spirits, 

Through the abundant grace of God the Father and our Lord 
Jesus Christ we continue to prosper. Our increase of members 
during the last four years has been two hundred and seventy- 
five thousand two hundred and forty-two. We have added to 
the number of our churches two thousand three hundred and 
nineteen, and seven hundred and thirty-nine to the number of our 
parsonages. Our educational facilities have been greatly enlarged. 
(sod has put it into the hearts of some of our wealthy and honored 
laymen to appropriate large portions of their wealth to this object. 
Meanwhile, though exposed to the special dangers which attend 
prosperity, we hold fast the doctrines so effectively taught by our 
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fathers. And although some of these may not be made as much 
the subjects of argument as they once were, not being so frequently 
called in question, they are’ not less dear to us. The great doc- 
trines of the divinity of Christ, of atonement for the sins of the 
whole world by the shedding of his precious blood, of justification 
by faith, of entire sanctification in this life, of the divine authority 
ot the Holy Seriptures and their sufficiency as a rule of faith and 
practice, are still written in the hearts of our ministry and mem- 
bership. 'The enemy threatens us, at times, with a flood of world- 
liness, but the spirit of the Lord enables us to lift high above the 
waves the standard of scriptural holiness. Our ministers and 
members generally live righteously and die gloriously. 

Our immense national domain, and rapidly increasing popula- 
lation, call upon us for the most energetic efforts of evangeliza- 
tion; and we are girding ourselves for another century of arduous 
toil and glorious recompense. “ Brethren, pray for us, that the 
word of the Lord may have free course and be glorified” in every 
part of our land. 

We are now in the midst of those changes in our ecclesiastical 
polity to which reference was made in our last address to you. 
They were not unanimously approyed, but the minority, large as 
it is, have concluded, with remarkable unanimity, that the law 
which enjoins peace, and that we be of one heart and of one mind, 
is of equal obligation with any law, or precedent, relating to forms 
of Church government, They do not regard these as unimportant, 
and are not insensible to the responsibilities which they create; 
but, having entire confidence in the integrity of their brethren 
from whose views they dissent, they think it best to “put away 
all strife,” except in the form of “striving together for the hope 
of the Gospel,” leaving to honest experiment to settle questions 
which much argument has failed to settle. And “the very God 
of peace” has enabled us, in a notable-manner, thus far to “ for- 
bear one another,” to “ put on charity,” and to “let the peace of 
God rule in our hearts.” We trust that the spirit of truth will 
lead us into all truth on all important questions. 

Since our last General Conference an unusual number of our 
eminent ministers have died. We mourn our loss: but exult in 
their gain. The heart of the Church has been deeply stirred by 
their rapid and comparatively sudden departure, and the question 
has been upon many lips—Has God a controversy with us? We 
have reason to think that this startling dispensation has prepared 
the hearts of both ministers and members to receive spiritual 
blessings which might otherwise have been withheld. It has cer- 
tainly prepared us to sympathize with you in similar bereavements. 

We greatly desire that the brotherly love which now unites us 
may continue and increase; and, also, and especially, that what- 
ever questions may arise between our national Governments may 
be settled by honorable diplomacy, so that the sad spectacle may 
never be seen of these two kindred powers engaged in bloody 
conflict. 
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“ Now the God of peace, which brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood 
of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work 
to do his will, working in you that which is well pleasing in his 
sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen.” 

We have appointed and commend to you as bearers of our Chris- 
tian and brotherly salutations, the Bishop visiting our European 
Missions at the time, and Rev. James A. M’Cauley, D.D. 


———_+e4—_—__ 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH. 


7 —Sou rnal, page 107. 


CREDENTIALS OF REV. HOWARD CROSBY, D.D., AND REV. 
JOSEPH T. DURYEA, D.D., DELEGATES FROM THE GEN- 
ERAL ASSEMBLY. 


Tuis may certify that the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America, convened in this place, 
have this day appointed the Rev. Howard Crosby, D.D., of the 
Presbytery of New York, and the Rev. Joseph T. Duryea, D.D., 
of the Presbytery of Brooklyn, to represent them at the next meet- 
ing of the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church ; 
and, of their diligence herein, to render a full report to the next 
General Assembly. Epwin F. Harrierp, Stated Clerk. 
Cuicago, ILu., May 30th, 1871. 


———+eo—____ 


8.—Journal, page 107. 
ADDRESS OF REV. HOWARD CROSBY, D.D. 


I reeL under great embarrassment as I appear before your 
august and venerable Conference to-day, because not only am I 
to appear as the representative of the body that has sent me 
hither, but I follow so immediately after the stirring words of the 
two delegates from abroad, whose words will remain with us as 
the prominent thoughts of this morning’s meeting. And I also 
appear under this embarrassment, that it is impossible for me to 
come so near you as to touch those chords which have vibrated 
this morning, under the mention of the names of your allies and 
comrades who have gone betore you to glory. Because we have 
been fighting in the battle of the Lord in another part of the field, 
I cannot speak to you of such intimate relations as are calculated 
to stir your souls. 

But, Fathers and Brethren, I can bring you the cordial and 
earnest affection of another body of believers; and while I may 
make my address a short one, I trust you will not measure by its 
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brevity the deep affection, the sincere regard, and the profound 
respect which the Presbyterian Church of the United States bears 
toward the Methodist Episcopal Church of the United States. I 
say I will be short. I know you have a great deal of business, and 
important business, before you, and I have often, when sitting in 
bodies like this, wished that the delegates that came from foreign 
bodies might be a little more brief, and yet I correct my own 
judgment in the case. I do wish from my heart the business 
hours of our large religious assemblages might be less, and the 
hours for social and divine services be increased. I do believe, 
brethren, that what the Church of Jesus Christ wants is, not so 
much business, as the outpouring of the Holy Ghost; not so 
much the exact routine of executive work as it does fervor of soul 
in the service of the Master. JI take especial pleasure in thinking 
this, and in making these remarks, and that with regard to the » 
various departments of the Church of Christ. 

Whenever I read ecclesiastical history I find that these cordial 
relations which now exist between various Christian bodies have 
not always existed. I find in the history of this very vicinity of 
New York, my native city, that other relations have existed in_ 
the past ; but now, glory be to God! the times are changed, and - 
the spirit of unity in the Church of Christ is wide-spread and in- 
creasing all around us. From fifty to seventy years ago the 
Church of Christ had some. of its cannon turned, not against the 
world, the flesh and the devil, but against other parts of the host 
led by the Captain of our Salvation. But I rejoice that that day 
is passed, and that we are now able to forget our differences at 
the foot of the cross. 

Fathers and Brethren: Instead of pausing to blame one an- 
other, as has too often been the case, we are now found praising 
and imitating one another. I rejoice to believe that when God 
sent the Methodist Episcopal Church into America that Church 
was called and elected—called and elected to conquer this 
country, in order to put fervor and activity into the Presbyterian 
Church ; and it has made its calling and election sure. And I be- 
lieve further, brethren, that you have in many details of Christian 
activity taught us very many lessons which, though we may have 
been slow to receive, we have been sure to accept in the end. I 
remember that twenty years ago, while I was yet a layman, and 
before I was ordained to the ministry, and yet when I sometimes 
preached to others—I remember that I was again and again re- 
buked, because, as a layman, I dared to tell the story of Christ. 
But we have now learned that. laymen, as well as ministers, can 
effectually preach the word. And, brethren, may I be pardoned 
if I say I think that you have learned something from us? Have 
we not been told to-day that this is the first General Conference 
in which the laymen have been directly represented? We were 
ahead of you in this. I rejoice that you have come up to our stand- 
ard inathis at last. We have always looked upon it as important 
that our laymen should be represented in our Church judicatories. 
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We have heard, too, this morning, of your love of a learned 
clergy, and I rejeice in it. You have shown most fully by your 
acts in late years that you see and appreciate the power which a 
learned clergy will add to the great work of saving souls. Those 
honored names, like M’Clintock, with their history, prove that 
God means that our minds should be cultivated, and all our learn- 
ing aud culture should be brought and laid at the foot of Jesus 
for his use. 

But, brethren, I did not intend to consume so much time. One 
word more now before I take my seat. I do not think myself 
chimerical when I believe that greater unity still will more and 
more characterize the Church of Christ in the future. We shall 
find that obstacles that have stood in our way will disappear 
trom before our faith and our prayer. 

Reference has been made, by the brother who introduced me, 
to the late reunion of the two large branches of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States. You all know of this history. I 
have the honor to be the first representative of that United 
Church before your dignified body. Brethren, what caused that 
union? Has the Old School laid aside any of its special views of 
-truth? Has the New School buried its particular ideas in the 
bottom of the sea? Has Princeton given up its own views of 
theology, or has Union surrendered any thing peculiar to it? 
Not at all! The old School and New School of ten years ago 
are so to-day. Princeton remains Princeton still, and Union is 
Union still, Why, then, this united body? Why have we come 
together? I answer, because we have come to recognize the 
truth that as long as human bodies differ, so long will various 
minds differ in the apprehension of truth, and at the cross of 
Christ we can agree to disagree. 

I was pleased a few days since, when I was permitted to be 
present at the semi-centeunial anniversary of Rev. Dr. Hodge, of 
Princeton, to notice that there was not one word ot Presbyterian- 
ism, but all was of Christ and the cross from the first to the last. 
And so, as the Church in apostolic days was one, and as the 
heavenly Church will be one, will the millennial Church be one 
inwardly. May God speed the day! 


—_~+e—_____ 


IRISH WESLEYAN CONFERENCE. 
9 .— Journal, page 107. . 


CREDENTIALS OF REV. JOSEPH W. MKAY, DELEGATE FROM 
THE IRISH WESLEYAN CONFERENCE. 


Resolved, That Joseph W. M’Kay be appointed our represent- 
ative to the next General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in America. JosepH W. M’Kay, Secretary. 
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ADDRESS OF THE IRISH WESLEYAN CONFERENCE, 


To THE BisHops anp MemsBrrs oF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF 
THE Merruopist EriscopaL CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA. 


Derarty BeLrovep BretuRen: The opportunity of occasionall 
interchanging fraternal greetings, as well as views and senti- 
ments affecting the interests of our common Methodism, is to us 
a grateful and cherished privilege. Genuine Methodism is one 
all the world over, and it is only true to itself when every*mem- 
ber of the body is performing its own functions in harmony with 
every other member; no one saying to the other, “I have no need 
of thee.” This unity of action, we conceive, is greatly promoted 
by the system of fraternizing deputations and addresses between 
the various Conferences that govern the whole body. 

We therefore congratulate ourselves that providential circum- 
stances have of late years favored a more direct intercourse be- 
tween our Conference and your venerable body. This intercourse 
has been greatly to our advantage, and, we trust, not to your 
disadvantage. Your history and ours reflect luster each upon the 
other. The names of Philip Embury, Robert Strawbridge, Bar- 
bara Heck, and of hosts of our children who have followed in 
their steps, can never be blotted from the pages of your history ; 
and your practical sympathy with us in the hour of our need can 
now never be blotted from ours. Between us and you there are 
affinities that constitute a special bond of unity—a bond which, 
we trust, will ever strengthen the ties of amity and love between 
all the members of the body, and especially between your 
great Connection and that in England, which is the “mother 
of us all.” ; 

Your fraternal and encouraging letter of 1868 was received by 
us with deep respect and thankfulness. You kindly express your 
sympathy with us in the losses which we annually sustain by 
emigration, chiefly to your own land; but while we painfully feel 
the disability under which these losses place us as an aggressive 
body, we nevertheless rejoice that they contribute so much to the 
gain both of your Church and country, and gladly would we 
submit to still greater sacrifices could we thereby increasingly 
extend the kingdom of Christ in a land from which the world 
has so much to hope. If for the present we are called on to part 
with our sons, it cannot be but that ultimately we shall be more 
than compensated by a return of sympathy and co-operation in 
the evangelization of our own land. 

The “tendency toward union between the different sections of 
Methodism” in your country we hail with special pleasure. We 
long to see the day when all the breaches in the family through- 

31 
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out the world shall be healed by the spirit of unity and concord. 
Toward that “portion of the family in Ireland,” of which you 
speak, we have not failed to evince this spirit. We wish we 
could say that it has been reciprocated. On our part, however, 
we trust it will prove to be the charity that “never faileth.” 

The disestablishment of the State Church, to which you referred 
as “probable,” is now an accomplished fact. The legislative 
measure by which it was effected included the nominal disendow- 
ment not only of that Church, but also of the Presbyterian 
Church, and of the Roman Catholic College of Maynooth. We 
say the xominal disendowment, inasmuch as the liberal views 
taken of all vested rights gave to the College of Maynooth about 
£400,000; to the Presbyterian Church nearly £600,000; and to 
the late Established Church what, with the great personal wealth 
of its members, has placed it in a position of affluence. The dis- 
endowment act has thus furnished these communities with rich 
endowments, greatly enhanced in value by their perfect freedom 
from all State control. The spirit which animates the Protestant 
Episcopal and the Presbyterian Churches under their new circum- - 
stances must be regarded as praiseworthy; and we are per- 
suaded that there are few men in either Church who do not look 
to the future with brightening hopes. 

The change will throw additional responsibility upon us, and, 
with you, we do “earnestly pray that we may be strengthened 
to meet and sustain it.” Our increased responsibility will arise 
from two sources. First, where we cannot give our people 
regular Sunday preaching, efforts are being made to get them to 
unite with other bodies, that, by their aid, a stated ministry may 
be secured in the locality; and, second, from scattered Protestant 
populations that will be unable to organize themselves into self: 
sustaining Churches, and whose wants can be met only by an 
Itinerancy. ‘To meet the claims of our scattered societies for 
Sunday preaching, and to enter numerous openings in new fields 
of labur, we have already increased the number of our preachers 
to the full extent of our resources. At our present session we 
have been obliged to adopt a resolution against any further in- 
crease until adequate means are available. The question, there- 
fore, how we are to meet our increased responsibility, is one yet 
to be solved. 

For the appropriation of $5,000 by your Mission Board, in 
1867, we felt deeply thankful, and much regretted the vircum- 
stances which led to its discontinuance after one year. Especially 
at this critical juncture in the ecclesiastical affairs of our country 
it would have proved of more than ordinary value, and could not 
but have redounded as much to the honor and advantage of 
Methodism in America as in Ireland. The amount was employed 
In purely aggressive work, and especially in open-air preaching to 
the masses, By the voluntary contributions of kind friends in 
New York and elsewhere, we have been enabled to keep the 
additional men in the field until now; and for this annual contri- 
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bution of those generous donors we desirg to express our grateful 
acknowledgments. In the more vigorous prosecution of our 
work generally our own people are taxing themselves to the 
highest point, and that in such a spirit as to give us the assurance 
that nothing shall be wanting on their part. This spirit of liber- 
ality is accompanied by very general spiritual prosperity. Our 
ministry continues to be owned ot-God in the awakening and 
conversion of sinners as well as in the building up of believers. 
We, however, greatly long and constantly pray for a still more 
glorious effusion of the Spirit of God on all our land. 

Notwithstanding the continuous emigration of our people, our 
numbers continue slightly to increase. For a time, the emigration 
of young men about to enter the ministry was so great that the. 
supply left for our own work was scarcely sufficient, but at present 
the supply is greater than we have the means of employing. 
However, we have now the means of keeping the young men in 
course of training in our College until we can assign them to 
suitable appointments, and we have no doubt that He who gave 
the men will also find the money. 

The College, as a whole, is a great success. In this institution 
our youth can commence and continue their education without 
Interruption until they obtain their University degree. 

The cost of the building, outfit, and incidental expenses, 
amounts to about £32,000. This sum has been raised almost ex- | 
clusively by our own people in Ireland. By your original contri- 
bution of nearly $50,000, and a sum of £13,000 raised in Ireland 
for the extension of our agency, about fifty schools for primary 
education were established; ministers’ houses were erected or 
purchased that cost about £12,000; our connectional school in 
Dublin was placed on a safe financial basis, and about fifteen 
itinerant preachers were added to our permanent staff. This 
being done, we had but £2,000 left for our College. This sum, 
however, has been increased by £30,000 in Ireland alone. The 
effort of our people has been great, and accomplished only by 
repeated subscriptions given in the spirit of sacrifice; but they. 
have brought their offerings willingly, as unto the Lord. 

For the Endowment Fund we looked to America and England, 
and not in vain. In connection with your Centenary celebra- 
tion about $50,000 were subscribed to this fund. Of this more 
than $35,000 have been paid, and there is a reasonable hope that 
the balance will be realized, probably before your next session. 
Our Canadian brethren have added a centenary contribution of 
$6,000; and, under the sanction of the English Conference, 
£10,000 are being raised in England. It is expected that the 
contemplated sum of £20,000 will ultimately be realized. When 
the proceeds of this amount shall be fully reaped, the efficiency 
of the collegiate department, and especially that for the training 
of the candidates for our ministry, will be greatly increased. 

The primary aim of the institution is to increase the power of 
Methodism as an evangelistic agency in the country ; and, in this 
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respect, its influence is already recognized not only by Method- 
ists but by the public generally. : “ae 

With much regret We must now part with the Rev. William 
Arthur, A.M., its first President. He was lent by the English 
Conference for three years, and by a formal resolution of that 
body at its last session he returns, at the expiration of his term, 
to his position in England. _ The Providence, however, which 
gave us the Institution, and that used his name and influence in 
raising it to its present position, will still watch over it, and will, 
we believe, mark the future not less than the past with its fos- 
tering care. 

The unavoidable absence from our last session of the Rey. 
Bishop M. Simpson, D.D., as the substitute for the Rev. Bishop 
E. R. Ames, D.D., your appointed representative, was to us cause 
of much regret. Hither would have been received by us with 
much respect and love, not only for your sake but for his own, 
and especially for his works’ sake. The able and impressive dis- 
courses of Bishop Simpson in Belfast, Coleraine, and Cork, after 
our session, were greatly appreciated by large and deeply inter- 
ested congregations. 

In our Conference all the duties of your delegation devolved 
upon the Rev. R. 8. Foster, D.D., and the manner in which he 
discharged them tully justified your choice in selecting him for 
the position. His able ministry, his lucid and comprehensive, 
statements respecting the remarkable progress of your Church, 
including the great success of your Centenary celebration, to- 
gether with his genial and Christian spirit, greatly commended 
him to us as a worthy representative of your venerable body. 

The presence in our midst of the Rey. A. M. Osbon, D.D., 
though not in an official capacity, afforded us real pleasure. He 
was the first to receive our deputation, some years ago, to his 
house, and his attentions and hospitalities are held in grateful re- 
membrance. 

The great mortality among the Bishops and leading men of 
your Church of late has awakened our deepest sympathy. The 
names of all have been familiar to us, and some have been known 
to us personally. Among the latter the name of the Rev. John 
M’Clintock, D.D., LL.D., will long be remembered as that of one 
of the truest friends of Irish Methodism, and one of the brightest 
ornaments of your Church. 

This year we are called to record the death of seven of our be- 
loved and honored fellow-laborers ; among them the Rev. Robert 
Masaroon, D.D., one of the fathers of the Conference; also H. EH, 
Henry, a young minister of promise, who sought and obtained an 
appointment in your Church in Tennessee, hoping that change 
of climate would restore his failing health. God willed it other- 
wise. His remains now lie beside those of his late father-in-law, 
the Rev. Robert Wallace, in Cummensville Cemetery, Cincinnati. 
The honor paid to our sainted dead, and the sympathy evinced 
with the bereaved by our American brethren, haye deeply 
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touched our hearts and strengthened the bonds of love between 
us, 

Desiring that these bonds may be increasingly strengthened, 
we send to you our beloved brother, the Rev. Joseph W. M’Kay, 
in whom we have the fullest confidence, to convey to you our 
fraternal greetings and the expression of our esteem and love. 

_ We do earnestly pray that the great Head of the Church may 
signally crown your assembly with his presence and blessing, and 
poetical prosper the labors of your Church both at home and 
abroad. 

Signed on behalf and by order of the Conference. 

Joun Farrar, President. 
JosepH W. M’Kay, Secretary. 
BELFAST, June 26, 1871. 
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ADDRESS OF THE REY. JOSEPH W. M’KAY. 


Mr. Presipent, FatHers, AND Breturen: I deem it a distin- 
guished honor to stand in this General Conference as a represent- 
ative of the Methodist Church in Ireland, and to convey to yon the 
fraternal greetings of the Conference of that Church. Their address, 
which you have just heard, expresses their sentiments and feelings, 
and I can do little more than echo its language. They thought, 
however, that a mere letter would not be an adequate representa- 
tion. The presence and voice of your delegates in our assembly, 
and the opportunities we have had, however brief, for intercourse 
with them, gave us to feel how good and how pleasant a thing it 
is for brethren even thus to dwell together in unity. We desire 
to perpetuate this intercourse. It is therefore my privilege to 
breathe among you to-day the living warmth of fraternal love. 

I am glad to enjoy this privilege in companionship with the dis- 
tinguished brethren who represent the British Conference. Be- 
tween us and that Conterence there are intimate relations, and it 
surely must be for our respective interests, for the advantage of 
the world, and for the glory of Christ our common Head, that 
between them and us and you should be maintained the bond of 
mutual affection— 


“A band of love, a threefold cord 
That never can be broke.” 


You, no doubt, see the difficulty, and I feel it, under which I 
attempt to give you any view of our. position. Carried in the 
flight of a rapt and soaring eloquence, we have been following the 
bright ones of the Church on earth up to the very brightness of 
heaven, and others must haye felt, as I did, like Peter on the mount 
of transfiguration, when he said, “It is good for us to be here.” 


: 
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It is not pleasant to come down again to the level of statistics 
and details, and when we do come down from such an elevation it 
is not easy to get up. But I will be as brief as i can in reference 
to these. 

I need not remind you that the Methodist Church in Ireland is 

little among the thousands of our Judah. Hitherto our returns 
have not included, and I cannot give, the money value of our 
Church property. We have three hundred and two chapels, as 
they are usually called, affording sittings for fifty-eight thousand 
hearers; sixty-six school buildings, and eighty-two parsonages. 
The debt on the entire of this property is about $40,000, and steps 
are now being taken by some of our liberal members for extin- 
guishing this debt, so that our chapel fund may in future be em- 
ployed solely to encourage legitimate Church extension. Through 
the movement initiated some sixteen years ago for the increase 
of Methodist agency in Ireland, and to which the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church so generously contributed, our parsonage property 
was materially increased, and this assisted us materially to increase 
the number of our ministers. 

As to schools. Every year we see more and more the impor- 
tance of Church care for the young. We have two hundred and 
sixty-two Sabbath-schools, with two thousand one hundred and 
ninety-three teachers, and twenty thousand one hundred children 
on the rolls. Of these last two thousand four hundred and forty- 
six are returned as members of our Church. Hitherto our Sunday- 
schools have had the character of benevolent institutions, with a 
mission to the more neglected of the surrounding population, 
rather than of a regular Church organization—a nursery for the 
Church ; but we have been directing earnest attention to the mat- 
ter, and I hope to receive some useiul hints from the method by 
which you so successfully carry on this part of your Church 
work, i 

Two classes of daily schools engage our attention: 1. Mission 
schools, which are sustained chiefly trom mission funds, and which 
are avowedly designed to promote by means of scriptural instruc- 
tion our evangelistic operations. 2. What are called non-vested 
schools, which are aided by the public funds of the country. We 
panes the buildings and organize the schools. The National 

oard aids in paying the salaries of teachers and in supplying 
books and school requisites. Then these schools are under Meth- 
odist patronage. ‘The patron in each case appoints the teacher, 
subject to the approval of the government inspector as to literary. 
qualitications, aud directs the religious instruction, which is given 
at a specified time daily to those children whose parents so desire. 
In all other respects they are subject to the same regulations as 
the Government schools. 

We are now engaged in a conflict in which the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy and priesthood are seeking to get the entire control of 
the public schools into their own hands. The great principle of 
the National system of education is, “ united secular and separate 
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religious instruction.” Its design was to respect the religious 
scruples of persons differing in creed, and at the same time to have 
the children mix together in all that part of school business in 
which they are educated for a common citizenship. The priests 
now desire, where there is a Roman Catholic majority in the popu- 
lation, to have the school buildings and the grants of public 
money made over to them. They claim to have Roman Catholic 
teachers, Roman Catholic books, Roman Catholic inspection, Ro- 
man Catholic every thing. With them education is godless unless 
it be pervaded with religion. They must have religion connected 
with reading, writing, arithmetic, geography—the entire course 
of instruction; and this religion means the exclusion of the Bible 
and the adoption at all hours of the symbols and litanies of the 
Church of Rome. Now we would preter that the National sys- 
tem should be maintained in its integrity on its original principles; 
but if the alternative must be that we shall forego all State aid 
for schools now under our management, and admit a system ex- 
clusively secular, for which the State shall pay and the Govern- 
ment shall be responsible, we, with many others, would be prepared 
to accept the alternative rather than hand over the public schools 
of the country to the control and management of the hierarchy 
of Rome. 

Our address gives prominence to the College at Belfast, and 
gratefully recognizes the generous interest taken in it by your 
Church, I think 1 may say of the building and its arrangements, 
that whoever from your country may favor it with a visit, there 
will be found nothing of which you or we, or Methodism any- 
where, need be ashamed. ‘The institution embraces two depart- 
ments, the school, and that which we regard as more properly 
collegiate. In the former there is a regular gradation trom the 
kinder-garten, which a boy may enter at five or six years of age, 
up to the highest grade in classics and science, in which he is pre- 
pared tor entering any of the universities. But the institution 
itself has more immediate relation to the Queen’s University, one 
of the colleges of which is immediately adjacent. Here our stu- 
dents may enter and attend the classes of the government profess- 
ors while studying for any of the learned professions, and at the 
same time continue to have in the Methodist College a home and 
religious oversight and care, 

‘Vhen there are theological students, accepted candidates for our 
ministry, who are pursuing their studies under Dr. Robinson 
Scott, whose name is well and favorably known to you. It was 
of great advantage to the college to have the services of the Rev. 
Willian: Arthur, A.M., as its first president, and I ain thankful to 
say that since his removal to England its prosperity, notwith- 
stanuing, has continued to increase. There were, when 1 lett 
home, uinety resident pupils and one hundred and sixty-one day 
boys in the school, and in the collegiate department nine accepted 
candidates for our ministry and five other students. ‘There is also 
an adjunct, which, while not within the purposes specified in the 
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deed, has assumed considerable popularity and importance, and 
for which, in all probability, provision must be made ere long in 
a distinct institution—classes for girls and young ladies, in which 
there are at present seventy students. 

I am happy to say that the success of the college at Belfast has 
not impaired the prosperity of the Connectional School in Dublin, 
which continues to maintain its position and importance as an 
educational institution. 

But it is to the work of the evangelist and pastor and teacher, 
the preaching of the Gospel, we look especially as the great ineans 
for promoting the designs of God in our existence as a Church. 
We have employed in this work, exclusive of supernumeraries, 
one hundred and: fifty-one ministers; thirty of these are in the 
self-sustaining charges. Of the rest, twenty-nine have hitherto 
been employed in what were distinctly called missions. These 
were sustained by means of a grant from the Missionary Commit- 
tee in London, which was administered by a Committee of the 
Irish Conference appointed for the purpose. Ten are home mis- 
sionaries, lately appointed both in our larger towns and country 
districts, where the requirements of the populations seemed favor- 
able to aggressive work. Sixty-nine are in charges more or less 
dependent on our Home Mission and Contingent Fund for their 
support, and three are general missionaries, who are appointed to 
travel at large, preaching in the streets when they can, after the 
manner of Ouseley and Graham, and seeking to have access to 
the Roman Catholic population to proclaim to them the Gospel 
of the grace of God. As to these Missions and Home Missions 
and dependent circuits, we have felt for some time that in desig- 
nating them thus severally we were making a distinction where 
there really was no difference in the nature of the work; and I am 
thankful to be able to say that the Committee of the Wesleyan 
Missionary Society in London have so far acceded to our views in 
making their grant direct to our Conference that we may manage 
our entire missionary work under one administration, and we hope 
thus to have freedom for so distributing our agents as, in some 
measure at least, to economize our funds and more efficiently cul- 
tivate the entire field. I should say too that, in view of the special 
circumstances of Ireland at present, they have generously increased 
the amount of this grant. 

It may not be out of place here, while expressing gratitude to 
those friends in your Church who have taken an interest in the 
support of our General Mission, to ask them to contide in us as to 
the extent to which we may employ such an agency, having 
respect, as we must, to the suitability of the agents and the general 
necessities of the work. On behalf of the Irish Conterence, I may 
pledge myself to this, that they will endeavor satisfactorily to 
account for whatever is intrusted to them for the evangelization 
ot Ireland. We have already exceeded the limits of our ability 
in the additions we have made to the ranks of our ministers, hay- 
ing increased the number by sixteen within the last eight years. 
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At last Conference there were applications for nine more from 
promising fields, with which, had we the ability, we would willingly 
have complied. 

You will perhaps appreciate some of our difficulties when I say 
that in many of our chapels we cannot give Sabbath services on 
more than two Sundays out of four, and in many others not so 
often. Besides these chapels we have nearly sixteen hundred other 
preaching places, and if we estimate the entire number of our 
hearers at fifty-five thousand, there are nineteen thousand of these 
whom we cannot reach on the Sabbath at all, and who hear us 
only on week days. 

Then think of the drain that emigration has made and is still 
making on our resources. 

We did not begin to take account of our losses in this way 
until the year 1830, and since then nearly twenty-eight thousand 
have emigrated—that is, nearly eight thousand more than the 
entire number now in direct membership with our Church. Emi- 
gration from Ireland to your country furnishes specimens both of 
the difficulties with which we have to contend and of the work we 
do. In its Romanism you have what must be the bane of any 
people. In its Methodism, I believe, you have the truest antidote 
to that bane. And the Romanism of Ireland to-day is perhaps 
more eminently than in any other part of the world the Romanism 
of Rome itself. It is ultramontane in the strictest sense. Its 
great aim at present is to raise up and strengthen such a barrier 
of separation between Protestantism and the homan Catholic peo- 
ple, young and old, that there shall be no opportunity for the 
truths of Holy Scripture being heard. We have endeavored, 
through our General Mission more especially, to maintain the 
liberty of preaching in the streets, and we have, as no other Church 
has done, gone into the courts to vindicate the right, and been 
successful. At the same time, there is no place in the world where 
the priesthood has greater power over the ears of the people. 

Still I am hopeful for Methodism, and in Methodism J am hope- 
ful for Ireland. I would not depreciate other agencies, but of 
ail that are in existence, I believe there is none better adapted to 
the evangelization of my country. Wesleyan Methodism espe- 
cially has kept aloof from what has been a great evil in Ireland— 
politico-religious party; and in all its teaching it has sought not 
merely to exhibit the truth, or to defend the truth, but to insist 
on the*personal experience of the truth. 

There are instincts in our nature for which truth has an adapted 
attraction, as surely as the magnet has for the needle. Sin has 
introduced disturbing elements. We see strange oscillations and 
deflections. But there is a power in the manifestation of the 
truth of the Gospel which commends itself to every man’s con- 
science ia the sight of God. Worship has its glory ; and when a 
man is brought to know that his body is a temple, that he is him- 
self a spiritual priest; when he beholds as in a glass the divine 
glory, and feels the transforming effect of the believing gaze, then 
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mere ceremonial—vestments and gestures and incense and statuary 
and painting and music—give way; the true worshiper worships 
the Father in spirit and in truth. When receiving Christ’s words 
as spirit and life, he knows what it is to be partaker of Christ, to 
eat him and live by him; he will no longer swallow the gross 
absurdity of transubstantiation. When, confessing his sins at the 
throne of grace, he proves God taithful and just in forgiving his 
sins, then farewell to the confessional and priestly absolution. 
When he finds the Holy Catholic Church in the communion of 
saints, then Rome and Samaria and Jerusalem may stay where 
they are for him; he is come unto Mount Zion. He acknowledges 
no papal Vicar of Christ who has Christ himself dwelling in his 
heart by faith: : 

It is in this preaching of Christ in men, this personal experience 
of the truth, there is hope for our land and your land and every 
land. We are trying still to bear witness to this truth, to hold up 
this light. Windows and doors are closed around us, and there 
is a darkness that does not comprehend it; but there will be an 
opening some day, and it is well to have the light shining when it 
comes, 

I have said the Methodist Church in Ireland is little among the 
thousands of our Judah, but it is our comfort and our honor that 
out of her have gone men who have been leaders in the ranks of 
Methodism every-where. I need not now particularize as to names 
in your history. I tind, as Robinson Scott and William Reilly and 
others found, that the fruit of Irish Methodism is a living element 
in the Methodist Episcopal Church, and while from the many 
nationalities that are constantly contributing to the citizenship of 
this great country you are gathering converts and gaining fresh 
accessions to your membership, Ireland will have its share of your 
attention and regard. With the amethyst and the beryl and the 
jasper and the sardius and the topaz, and other like precious ma- 
terials, the emerald shall have its place in the foundations of the 
city of our God. 


1 2.— Journal, pages 387, 401. 


REPLY TO THE IRISH WESLEYAN CONFERENCE. 


REVEREND AND Dear Breturen: “Grace and peace be mul- 
pens unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our 

ord. 

We were greatly pleased to receive your fraternal address, and 
to welcome your delegate, the Rev. Joseph W. M’Kay, who so 
worthily represented you before our General Conference. 

We regard “all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus 


1872.] Reply to the Irish Wesleyan Conference. 491 


Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours,” as constituting the one 
Church of the living God; consequently your toils and triumphs, 
your battles and victories, are ours as well as yours. And in these 
times of rapid transit, and still more rapid communication, the 
Church of God is one, not only in theory, but so in heart and 
sympathy, that we constantly feel the most profound and tender 
interest in the successes of every part. We need not stop to in- 
quire which is the right hand or which the left; we know that we 
are menibers one of another, and Christ the head. Nor do we fix 
our admiring eves only on the great hosts of God’s elect. The 
Spartan band that holds the pass against serried thousands—the 
solitary adherent of the truth, who, like Athanasius, stands alone, 
but tirm and undismayed, against the world—shows a holier faith 
and a more heroic courage than they who contend under cireum- 
stances which muke even the timid brave. 

We beg to assure you that we feel the difficulties of your posi- 
tion, and award you due honor for the constancy with which you 
have held the faith and maintained the usages of our fathers and 
proved yourselves their true sons in the Gospel. The simplicity 
and strength of the doctrines which you preach, the deep expe- 
rience which you cultivate, the active labors which you put forth, 
and the intelligent manner in which you are supplying yourselves 
with all needed appliances, educational and literary, must render 
the Irish Wesleyan Conference a power in the beautiful island 
which it cultivates. We congratulate you on the achievements of 
the past, and look for still greater in the years to come. 

In speaking of our own progress and present condition we are - 
very far from claiming for ourselves the glory of the work 
wrought. Not to us, but to God, who wrought with us, be the 
praise. Yet it would be a false humility if we tailed to recognize 
the fidelity and devoted zeal of the ministry, and the liberality and 
Gospel enterprise of the laity of the Church which we represent. 
“The lines have fallen to us in pleasant places; yea, we have a 
goodly heritage.” Here thought is free. The Church is not en- 
tangled with the State. The rapid growth of our population in 
numbers and material prosperity calls upon us to make an equal 
advance. ‘The constant formation of new communities furnishes 
the Church with numberless opportunities to lengthen her cords 
and strengthen her stakes. The frequent changes of residence 
among our people involved by this state of things do indeed in 
some cases deplete the older societies, and sometimes result in loss 
ot members from the Church in general; but even in this there is 
a degree of compensation. Many other individuals and families, 
changing their places of residence, thrown among strangers, and 
leaving all the past behind them, are freer to act under their con- 
victions, and in their new homes give a more ready heed to the 
truth. Thus the Methodist Episcopal Church is placed where 
sloth is unpardonable, where activity secures great reward, where 
boldness in planning and energy in .execution, with the smile of 
God, cannot tail of corresponding success. 
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The statistics of our Church show that, while boasting is ex- 
cluded, we are in a good degree measuring up to our responsibili- 
ties. At the date of our last letter to you we numbered 8,004 
traveling ministers, 1,146,081 communicants, 11,121 Church edi- 
fices, and 3,570 parsonages. The past four years have added to 
those numbers 1,695 ministers, 275,000 communicants, 2,319 
churches, and 739 parsonages, being the largest increase save one 
which our Church has ever reported for the same space of tine. 
The incomplete returns for the current year show such additions 
as warrant us in saying that we now number a million and a half 
of communicants. The aggregate value of our Churches and par- 
sonages has increased during the past four years more than twen- 
ty-three millions of dollars. 

In the midst of this very gratifying progress we are glad to be 
able to state that we have not been so anxious for numbers as to 
soften the requirements of the divine law, or abate aught from the 
strong truths which our fathers proclaimed so fearlessly and so 
successfully. We firmly believe that true success can only be 
achieved by a Church that tolds the great doctrines of God’s 
truth and exemplifies them by the holy Jives of her children, and 
that unworthy attempts to court the world will only result in loss 
of spiritual power, and fail even as a policy. We believe with all 
our hearts the doctrines of Methodism; we love them, and we seek 
no better instruments than they are to reach and save precious 
souls. 

And we believe that they are doing their work as effectually as 
- ever in the hearts of them that hear. We can say, in the lan- 
guage of John Wesley, that “our people die well.” We may add 
also that they live well. We have indeed instances of religious 
failure, where men make shipwreck of the faith. There are many 
cases where members live without the spiritual peace and power 
which are their privilege; nevertheless, we believe that our Church 
as a body was never more sound in doctrine, more correct in life, 
or wielded more power for good in the community, than at the 
present time. 

We are happy to state that our educational interests have been 
much strengthened during the quadrennium. The period has been 
marked by very liberal donations to the cause among our brethren 
of wealth. Some of the older institutions have been put on a 
stronger basis, and by the bequest of Isaac Rich, Esq., of Boston, 
the sum of $1,600,000 has been set apart for the founding of a 
university in that city. The number of students in our colleges 
and seminaries grows steadily with the growth of the Church; and 
our theological schools have had a large increase of the numbers 
in attendance. 

Our missions too are prospering. The work is steadily advane- 
ing among the foreign populations who have come to us, and in 
the foreign field the Gospel is proving itself to be the same power 
of God unto salvation. In China 1,800 native Church members 
and probationers show that the hearts of that people have at 
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length been reached, and we have already arrived at that point, 
greatly to be desired in the history of a mission, when a native 
ministry, truly converted and called of God to the work, go forth 
to preach glad tidings to their countrymen and kindred. In India, . 
Germany, Switzerland, and Liberia mission Conferences of faithful 
evangelists are striving to make full proof of their ministry. In 
Scandinavia and South America, and now in Rome itself, our mis- 
sionaries are at work for Christ and souls. Many effectual doors 
are opening, and many voices are crying, as in the apostle’s vision, 
“Come over and help us.” We are praying for more men and 
more means, that we may heed them. 

_ Thus, dear brethren, in this age of restless activity and change, 
in a land where, for the past few years, the tide of historic events 
has rushed like our own Niagara, we hold by the anchor which is 
sure and steadfast, and are striving to do in our day what we can 
for God and the right. We review the past with humble joy. 
Hitherto the Lord hath helped us. We go forth into the future 
confident that, with the continued presence of our great Leader, 
our mission of usefulness is only begun. Let us pray for each 
other that our best hopes for you, and yours for us, may be more 
than realized. 

We depute, as our representatives to visit your Conference, 
the Bishop visiting our European missions at the time, and Rev. 
James A. M’Cauley, D.D., who will in person present our Christian 
salutations, and assure you of our deep interest in your welfare. 


—____$eo>—_—_ 


WESLEYAN METHODIST CHURCH IN CANADA. 


13.—sournal, page 158. 


CREDENTIALS OF REV. GEORGE R. SANDERSON, REV. LACH- 
LAN TAYLOR, D.D., AND REV. ALEXANDER SUTHERLAND. 


To THE SECRETARY OF THE GENERAL OONFERENCE : 


Rev. anp Dear Sir: I transmit herewith a certified copy of 

the resolution adopted at the last session of the Conference of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Church in Canada, appointing delegates to 
convey our fraternal greetings to the General Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States. 

Resolved, That the Rev. George R. Sanderson, Co-delegate, the 
Rev. Lachlan Taylor, D.D., Missionary Secretary, and the Rev. 
Alexander Sutherland, Secretary of the Conference, be and are 
hereby appointed delegates to the next quadrennial session of the 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the 
United States, to be held in Brooklyn in the month of May, 1872. 

Wm. Mortzey Punsuon, M.A., President. 

Toronto, ONTARIO, April 27, 1872. Nf 
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ADDRESS OF THE CANADA WESLEYAN CONFERENCE. 


To run Bisnors AND MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF 
cur Mernopisr Episcopan Cuurcu IN THE UNITED STATES. 


RevereND AND Dear Breraren: It is not merely as a form 
and usage that we renew, every fourth year, our official and fra- 
ternal intercourse with your venerable body. We do so with a 
lively sense of the oneness of Methodism over the world, and of 
the importance of maintaining that oneness. With a grateful recog- 
nition of the interesting relations existing between ourselves and 
the Methodism both of the United States and Britain, regard- 
ing ourselves as a sort of connecting link between the two, and 
with a feeling of the responsibility arising from our common rela-) 
tions to the past religious history and future religious destiny of 
the North American Continent, we pray that our Methodistic and- 
evangelical relations may mutually become more and more strong, 
brotherly, and holy. 

When we think of what God hath wrought through you in a 
few score of years, and observe the undiminisbing, nay, rather the. 
ever-increasing vigor of your agencies, and the enterprising 
breadth of your far-seeing plans; and when we think of the inev- 
itable progresss of your country, in population, wealth, and educa- 
tion, and your own future as a great American Church, as well as 
a mighty missionary organization, we do not wonder at the 
seriousness and hopefulness with which you regard the share 
which Christ has allotted you of the work of universal evangeli- 
zation. ‘To lay the foundation of Churches in America which are 
hereafter to mold the character of its immense populations, and 
then to send thousands of missionaries to the heathen world, is 
truly a work of unparalleled importance, and one in which we re- 
joice in some measure to share. 

God has intrusted to us @ great charge in this new Dominion of 
Canada, now extending from the Pacific to the Atlantic, contain- 
ing a vast extent of territory, the destined future home of scores 
ot millions of people. And we are endeavoring earnestly to obey 
every divine call to occupy new fields, and we feel encouraged by 
the most animating prospects. Since we last addressed you, our 
membership has been very considerably increased, and our people 
have added, by new erections, more than half a million of dollars 
to the value of our Church property. Our Sabbath-schools also 
are in a very prosperous state; while a desire to provide more 
adequately for the religious instruction of our youth will, we hope, 
cause much increased attention to this great duty of the Church. 
Our missionary operations are every year assuming greater mag- 
nitude, and the increasing liberality of our friends is enabling us 
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to enter many of the numerous open doors, inviting us to take pos- 
session in the name of Christ. . 

We admire the extent of your educational plans, the munifi- 
cence. which enables you to execute them, the wide success of 
your educational work; and we are encouraged by remembering 
that your body has achieved all this, after many years of early dis- 
couragement, because your faith in your future enabled you to 
persevere. Though our institutions are few, compared to yours, 
they have conferred various and important benefits on the Church, 
and on the general community; and, though we have not the 
same ample provision as you, we also have faith in the educational 
‘future of Methodism. Methodism had to originate—to create from 
nothing, with the divine help, all her educational institutions; and - 
if so short a time has produced results so surprising, what may 
not be expected fifty years hence ? 

The subject of Methodistic unity has been exciting, for a few 
years, considerable attention in this country. The Conferences of 
the different Methodist bodies have, for several successive years, 
appointed Committees to feel their way to some practicable terms 
of union. We have at our present session adopted several reso- 
lutions designed to facilitate the very desirable object we ali have 
in view, and venture to hope that every difficulty will gradually 
disappear. We hope also soon to see the Conference of Eastern 
British America united into one body with ourselves. 

It appears to us that the distinguishing and most hopeful fu- 
ture of our times, the most remarkable development in the his- 
tory of nations, and one grand security for the progress of liberty 
and the Gospel among men, is the fact that divine Providence is 
now planting in every part of the earth great Protestant and 
English-speaking nations. These are destined to become a uni- 

versal and transforming leaven of health among the nations of the 
world, We therefore rejoice with you to witness the growing 
tendency to seek a clear union among the Evangelical Churches, 
and we recognize it as the obvious duty of all of Methodist name 
to seek a closer fellowship, because one of the benefits of fellow- 
ship between the Churches is the promotion of international peace 

_and good-will. And should not all who read the English Bible 
unite, the world over, to preserve the world’s peace, to break the 
world’s fetters, and hasten the world’s millennium ? 

We appreciate the value of your expressed desire, while adapt- 
ing your agencies to your work so as to secure their increased effi- 
ciency, to preserve in all their integrity the essential principles of 
Methodism. The doctrine of conversion, and the converting doc- 
trines of the Gospel, as well as those means by which sinners have 
been converted, are as precious to us as ever. The world is 
always practical enough in its estimate of religion to judge of it 
by its manifest effects. 

We do indeed deeply sympathize with you in recollecting the 
great bereavements with which it has pleased God to visit you, in 
the death of several of your most eminent and useful ministers. 


496 Journal of the General Conference. — [1872. 


We doubt not that the divine Spirit will guide you, as it has ever 
guided you, im filling the place of the distinguished Bishops who 
have departed to their reward. 

We have been greatly interested in listening to your welcome 
address, and have been edified and refreshed by the presence and 
intercourse of the Rev. J. W. Lindsay, D.D., and the Rev. Asbury 
Lowry, D.D., your honored representatives. We heartily com- 
mend to your fraternal regards the faithful and beloved brethren, 
Revs. G. Sanderson, Lachlan Taylor, D.D., and Alexander 
Sutherland, by whom we send this address, and who will more 
fully make known to you all our state. And now, honored and 
very dear brethren, we pray God to magnify his grace in you more 
and more, and that our common Methodism may more and more 
abound in all holy and saving works. 

Signed in behalf and by order of the Conference. 
Wm. Morutey Punsnon, M.A., President, 
A. SUTHERLAND, Secretary. 


—___-40->—_—_-. 


15.—sournal, page 159. 
ADDRESS OF REV. GEORGE SANDERSON. 


Mr. Presipent, Farurrs, anp Breraren: Mr. President, 
with your permission I would confess, though I know Methodism 
every-where has lifted up a strong voice in protest against auricu- 
lar confession, nevertheless I would confess to feeling for a long 
time an earnest, though a hitherto unexpressed, desire to visit the 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the 
United States ; not, sir, in an official, representative character—to 
so high an honor my aspirations never soared—but as an unknown 
visitor I might visit you in that quiet obscurity which best befits 
me, and sit down at the feet of fathers and brethren, and listen to 
the words of wisdom of these men whose words will live longer in 
the hearts of the Church than sculptured marble or storied urn 
can perpetuate. Iam glad of the opportunity of meeting on this 
plattorm my dear Brother Sutherland, as joint representative of 
the Conference of the Wesleyan Church in Canada, and with him 
to bear to this General Couference the loving greetings of the 
Wesleyan Church in Canada; and if, sir, we do not represent so 
large a Church as has been represented at a former session of this 
General Conference, and if we do not present our greetings sv 
eloquently as those greetings were presented, let me assure you 
these greetings come from as warm and loving hearts. 

Our paternity is a unique paternity. In the great numerous 
family of the Methodist Episcopal Church we stand allied to the 
British Conference, and we stand connected with the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in the United States. In 1790 the intrepid 
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Losee, under the direction of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
planted the standard of Methodism in our young country. He 
was speedily associated with others of like spirit, who labored hard 
to promote the cause of God in the new land. 

In 1811 the holy apostolic Bishop Asbury came to our country 
to cheer and comfort the infant Churches. I have felt greatly 
stirred by the thought that in the Church where I am called to 
labor there the voice of the apostolic Bishop Asbury was heard. 
As I have thought of it it has stimulated me to greater fidelity 
and earnestness, that I might “tell the old, old story of Jesus and 
his love.” 

In the process of time the ministers of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the United States then laboring in Canada extended 
more and more eastward into that portion known as Eastern Can- 
ada. While some British missionaries were extending their labors 
more and more to the westward, there was something likely to 
occur which would look like friction or collision. By a mutual 
arrangement between the Methodist Episcopal Church and the 
English Conference the eastern part was assigned to the British 
Wesleyan Conference, and the western part to the Methodist 
Episcopal Church of the United States. Thus, sir, the work con- 
tinued until 1828, when the Methodist Episcopal Church, from 
prudential reasons, saw fit to withdraw their jurisdiction from the 
Churches in Canada, and sanctioned a subsequent affiliation with 
the British Conference. Though we stand affiliated with the En- 
glish Conference, we have not forgotten the ties which bound us 
to this great Church in this grand republic. 

Our greetings, therefore, will partake more of a filial than of 
a fraternal character. We hope the bonds will continue to grow 
stronger and stronger as time rolls along. That we entertain 
those feeiings is apparent from this as well as other facts. When 
our members see fit to remove to the United States of America 
from our Church we certify our letters to the ministers of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States. There are 
Wesleyans in this great land of yours laboring for God, yet we do 
not feel because of a similarity in name it should lead us to send 
our members into that branch of the Methodist family; but in 
remembrance of the intimate relation which has existed between 
ourselves and this body we say to our members we desire that 
while in the United States they may find their religious home 
with you. 

We have been very glad to avail ourselves from time to time 
of the distinguished services of some of your Bishops and mem- 
bers of this great body. Not long since, in the commercial me- 
tropolis of Canada, we were very glad to avail ourselves:of the 
services of Bishop Janes, and some six weeks ago, when we had 
an occasion of a somewhat connectional character—the dedication 
of our Metropolitan Church in Toronto—we solicited the services 
of one of your Bishops, and we are sure but that for his indisposi- 
tion the services of Bishop Simpson would have been rendered: on 

32 
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this, to us, great occasion. We also sought the services of a dis- 
tinguished layman from Detroit, whose praise is in all the 
Churches, who took charge of the financial affairs of that day. 
We thus had the laymen and the ministry of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church represented on that great and interesting 
occasion. 

A short time ago the fire fiend lit up his torches and set fire to 
one of the great cities of the West. About this same time, when 
the fire was raging at its fiercest height, another fire flamed forth 
from the shores of Great Britain—not a fire of destruction, but 
one of sympathy and love which “many waters could not 
quench.” It rushed ou through the waters of the great Atlantic ; 
it reached the great Dominion of Canada; it breathed not with 
fierce breath to destroy, but it spoke through living lips, and the 
fire kindled was this: ‘The Queen of England desires the Do- 
minion of Canada, without delay, to send from the Government 
stores blankets for the destitute and tents for the homeless in 
Chicago.” And with an alacrity that would have done her royal 
heart good, our Government expedited every movement in send- 
ing ferward offerings of love in the far west. And our locomo- 
tives—not always noted for their velocity—seemed to catch the 
fire of sympathy which burned in every heart, and, with unwonted 
speed, went on their message of charity. And I am not sure but 
that if we were not first in the field we were not far behind you in 
this race of sympathy and love. And, sir, and beloved brethren, 
when a great affliction came upon this great land some years ago, 
our sympathy was of the profoundest character throughout the 
length and breadth of our country. And in the churches, which 
were draped in mourning throughout the land, we held our me- 
morial services in memory of the great and good who had passed 
away from the presidential chair. Many are the cheeks which 
were wet with tears as they thought of one of the greatest of lives 
being taken by the hand of an assassin, and we wept in submis- 
sion to God, who alone could from this calamity command any 
good. 

Mr. President, I would say just a word or two in reference to 
our prosperity. I say this not in any sense of boasting, but that 
you may see the cause we have for rejoicing. In 1828, when you 
withdrew your supervision from us, our membership was five thou- 
sand; we now have a membership of more than sixty-six thousand. 
We then had fifty preachers; we have now upward of six hundred 
Methodist preachers. Our missionary income was then tive hun- 
dred dollars; it is now nearer one hundred thousand dollars. We 
are endeavoring to do sometiing in the way of education. We 
have a bright example set for us by the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and we are humbly following in the way which they have 
marked out. We have our university, and in this college six 
thousand young men have received an education, more or less 
pertect, up to the present time. 

We have also a female college, having a large patronage 
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throughout our Dominion, and we are taking measures to have a 
college where both sexes may be educated. 

Our Book Room disseminates your literature, and our Confér- 
ence paper is doing battle for the Lord, and its weekly visits are 
made a blessing to hundreds and thousands of its readers, 

In regard to our Missionary Society, I desire to say—without 
entering into any statement of the statistics of our work—that one 
source of income has furnished to our treasury $83,000, together 
with a surplus of the past year of $6,000, so that we have about 
$90,000 on hand; and there is one interesting fact I will men- 
tion—that of this sum $12,000 have been presented by the Ju- 
venile Missionary Society in our country. Our Sunday-schools. 
have put forth an effort in this direction, and have raised one 
seventh of the entire amount, and have laid it upon the altar of 
missionary benevolence. We regard this as an important feature, 
that while our efforts are not diminished to any extent, it is in- 
spiring to know that young hearts are imbued with the spirit of 
missionary enterprise, and thus binding them to the various be- 
nevolent institutions of the Church. 

Allusion has been made in the Address to efforts being made in 
the Dominion of Canada for the confederation of the various fami- 
lies of British Methodism. “Tis a consummation devoutly to be 
wished,” but there are many difficulties in the way. It may be 
that at the present juncture we are not prepared to make the 
necessary sacrifices and surrenders, so that we can all come upon 
one platform. It may be otherwise. If, however, we are not thus 
prepared, I assure you that this Church which I represent will not 
stand in the way; for, although we represent by far the largest 
portion of Methodism in Canada, we are willing to make as large 
a surrender as we possibly can, in order that this consummation 
may be more speedily reached. 

We are more hopeful, however, of another union taking place 
immediately. I refer to the Conference of Eastern British North 
America, now in affiliation with the British Conference. The con- 
federation of that Conference with our own is probable; the in- 
cipient steps are already taken, and we are hoping that by the 
assembling of the next General Assembly we will have a General] 
Conference established in the Dominion of Canada. I beg to 
thank you, in behalf of the Conference I represent, for the kind- 
ness which has been extended to myself as one of the bearers of 
the love and greetings of that body. If I might venture a hope in 
regard to this great body I would express this: That when yon 
shall be called trom labor to reward—when the Elijahs shall ¢o 
home, rising in their chariots to the glories of the blessed, their 
mantles may fall upon worthy shoulders; fall upon the Elishas, 
who will follow in their steps, and imitate them in their noble . 
virtues in filling the offices of the Church and the pulpits in the 
land. 
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ADDRESS OF REV. ALEXANDER SUTHERLAND. 


Honorep Faruers AND Breruren: A friend remarked to me 
this morning while at breakfast, perhaps with a view of improving 
my appetite, “I think this is the day of your trouble, because you 
are expected to speak to the General Conference.” I begin to 
sympathize with the remark he employed. I expected when I re- 
ceived the honor of the appointment on this fraternal delegation to 
have but very little to do. I regret that Dr. Taylor, one of our 
delegation, is not able to be with us, which may make my duties 
the more. I feel a serious degree of embarrassment in trying to 
address this venerable body to-day, yet am grateful that the body 
for which I appear has been so well represented already, both by 
the address which you have heard and the remarks of Mr. Sander- 
son so that little remains for me to do. 

When King Edward of England had besieged the French town 
of Calais, the citizens made a very vigorous resistance; but being 
compelled to yield, a deputation from these burghers was sent 
down to the King to present the submission of the city. The King, 
enraged at their resistance, ordered that the deputation should be 
put to death. Before this mandate had been carried ont the Queen 
hastened to the King, and, kneeling before her royal husband, plead 
so eloquently and earnestly that the King granted her request, and 
when the intelligence of their pardon was conveyed to the burgh- 
ers, one of them is reported as saying: “My country, it is now I 
fear for thee; King Edward has conquered our provinces, but 
Philippa has conquered our hearts.” Sometimes I felt an appre- 
hension, as I considered the suggestions arising among you, for I 
dip into “ Zion’s Herald” once in a while; but when I have seen 
these suggestions of desire for our fair land, or when our good 
friends, the Fenians, have invaded Ireland by the way of Canada— 
acting upon the tradition of the Irish, I suppose, that “ wherever 
you see a head, hit it”—I have never felt alarmed, because the 
bonds of Christian love are stronger than other influences, and 
because the grace of God is strengthening the cordial relations 
between America and England, and because I believe God has 
purposes to subserve by that Christian fraternity which exists be- 
tween America and the Canadas and the older country. I have 
not felt alarmed when I have thought of these things; but since it 
has been my privilege to spend a week in this city, and to look 
upon your faces coming from every part of your grand Methodistie 
heritage, making up this General Conference, and after your kind 
xeception of us, I teel like saying, as did the burgher of Calais, 
“My country, it is now I fear for thee,” for these Methodist min- 
isters do conquer our hearts. 

Not a few of our members who have come over to view this 
goodly land have returned to us no more, I do not know what 
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influences have been brought to bear upon them, but I know that 
for a few days past I have felt that I must get away from this en- 
chanted ground, as Bunyan would say, lest I should return no 
more, 

We come among you, not as strangers and aliens, but as 
children of those sainted men who first planted Methodism 
in our wilds. We are not forgetful of Losee and Nathan Bangs, 
nor that Bishops George and Hedding presided at the Annual 
Conferences and gave impetus to the work. I rejoice that I can 
stand here to-day amid the work in its development that our 
fathers in Methodism planted, and for which you have a fraternal 
regard. 

I feel, as I stand on the floor of this General Conference, that 
what I have wished for so long has arrived, but which had never 
entered my heart to conceive would come to me in my present 
position as a delegate; but as a traveler I hoped to look into the 
faces of men whose names I have known so long, and learned to 
honor for, their long life services for the cause. I rejoice to have 
the privilege of seeing these venerable men, whom I regard so 
eminently worthy to wear the mantle of Asbury, and to carry that 
banner that was once borne by Lee and Fisk and Bangs. I rejoice 
to meet them to-day, and shall carry away very pleasant memories 
of my visit. 

There is but one thing that shadows the joys of the hour—the 
subject referred to so eloquently by Mr. Punshon a few days ago— 
the sad bereavement you have suffered in the loss of your Bishops 
and others of your able men, and of others who I see around, and 
whose years and trembling forms indicate that of them, too, it shall 
be said, ‘‘ They are not, for God hath taken them.” We, too, have 
suffered during the last four years, and though the names of our 
departed have not gone through all the earth like those you have 
lost, yet their memories are very fragrant wherever they were 
known. 

We appear before you as Canadian Methodists. My brother 
Sanderson is a Canadian born in Ireland, but I was to the manor 
born. We are not ministers plenipotentiary nor high commis- 
sioners, but we are Methodist ministers. 

There are some who think that this Canada of ours is a kind of 
second Greenland—that is good for nothing but for raising ice- 
bergs, and fish perhaps—and only of the size of one of the smaller 
States. But we claim a country that is one hundred and twenty 
thousand miles larger than the whole of the United States together. 
It is true, there is a part of that that lies around the North Pole; 
but what of that? There is one of your cities that claims to be 
the “Hub of the Universe,” and if that is true, we have one end 
of the axle-tree. ; 

Of course, we don’t boast of the population which you have; but 
only give us the requisite time, and then see. We have not the 
Fifteenth Amendment, nor Woman Suffrage, nor even George 
Francis Train, whom we could take off your hands, perhaps, as we 


502 Journal of the General Conference. [1872. 


have just completed a large lunatic asylum. We have a country 
unsurpassed for salubrity, that is capable of sustaining a population 
of from seventy to eighty millions of souls. I make these remarks 
not for the purpose of speaking jocosely of Canada, but to say to 
the people of the United States that we have not a barren wilder- 
ness, nor are we a quarrelsome neighbor; but that, while fond of 
its own institutions, Canada is broad enough to extend the meed of 
praise to this great land of yours. Let there never be strife between 
thy land and ours, nor between thy herdsmen and ours, for we be 
brethren. As Canadians, we rejoice at the removal of what threat- 
ened us once. There was a time when things, as you say over 
here, looked “mighty onsartin.” We know how sometimes very 
slight causes move hearts that love, and how much less causes 
affect nations. Sometimes it would take grotesque forms, which 
made us think of a certain dominie who had an unlimited proclivity 
to punish the boys of his school, and who kept an account of de- 
linquencies with them for the week, and then on Monday thrashed 
them for the whole score. One week, for a wonder, there were no 
bad marks; and Friday came, and still no faults, and he was sad, 
for there was no chance for the usual floggings. But on Monday 
he selected some half dozen of the boys and thrashed them on what 
he called “ general principles.” We thought of ourselves that we 
were behaving pretty well; but we did not know but you would 
come over some morning and give us a thrashing on “ general prin- 
ciples.” But now the general principles have passed away, and 
with them the threatening aspects. 

‘As Methodists we bring to you the very cordial greetings of 
the six or seven hundred ministers, who, I venture to say, are 
the earnest followers of those who, as Methodist invaders, first 
crossed the Canada line. Though in some sense your sons in the 
Gospel, we are trying to be worthy of our parentage. But, as we 
say sometimes in love-feast, I will try to keep myself to present 
experience. We are trying to keep ourselves to Methodist theol- 
ogy; and the real message that sounds the Gospel to all is still 
held forth. Doctrinal heresy is unknown among us, and we 
hold to Methodism with a heartiness worthy of the acceptance by 
their early guardians, and our people say, “ Ever, more give us of 
this bread.” 

Our missionary work from the first has necessarily partaken 
something of a home character. Not only had we the wants of 
our English-speaking population to attend to, but we had a whole 
province full of another language and race, and nearly all of them 
of the most resistlessly aggressive system of Romanism that has 
been found on earth. And yet, while making provision for the 
home work, we are turning our eyes to the suffering millions 
abroad. Several of our wealthier laymen have recently made con- 
tributions to this end, and we trust that soon Canadian Methodism 
will claim her share in the foreign fields, What is known as the 
Indian work was begun by William Case many years ago, and is 
still pressed. It is no wonder that our Christian sympathies have 
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been excited toward that race; for we know that it is doomed to 
extinction, and this we would retard as much as possible. If we 
cannot prevent death, yet we may mitigate the sorrows of the dy- 
ing. We have thousands of them now whose lives adorn the doc- 
trine of Christ our Saviour, and thousands of others who have gone 
to their rest. 

In the work of a higher-education we are trying as pioneers to 
do something. My brother said some six thousand young men had 
passed through the hall of our University. It has graduated some 
seven hundred in medicine, and some scores in law. The history 
of our graduates, I am happy to say, has been exceedingly credit- 
able to us, and to our lawyers, ministers, and business men who 
have gone out from the institution, and are in different parts of the 
country. Dr. Ormiston, one of the leading clergymen of another 
denomination in this city, is a graduate of our University, and 
Alexander Burns, of ove of your literary institutions in Iowa, is 
another. I was about to say, If you want more, we have them; 
but then we don’t want you to come after them. Our brethren in 
the Eastern Provinces, too, have a flourishing college, of which 
you will hear presently; yet while making this provision for our 
sons, the daughters are not neglected. 

There is a point which I would refer to very briefly. The mat- 
ter of Methodistic unity is attracting a great deal of attention. 
We have some five different bodies of Methodism. With regard 
to all of these there is no real cause of separation. Holding fast 
to the same doctrines, usages, and administrative government, 
there seems to be no reason why these should not be consolidated. 
into one strong body. Overtures have been going on for some 
years, and some facts encourage the hope that the difficulties will 
all be overcome at no distant period. There are some remnants 
of the family strife that occurred in other years, but with regard 
to_a large majority we see no good reason why these things should 
keep us apart, and many are praying that the very memories of 
these old difficulties should die and be forgotten, and be buried 
where the Lord buried Moses, so nobody could find the grave. I 
think the temper which is being manifested on all sides is hopeful 
for the future, and we are in expectation of the day when we shall 
have one strong and thoroughly Methodist Church in Canada. I 
have read an old fable that the majestic form of Truth once walked 
this earth, and that since that period it has been separated, and 
the different parts are walking about in search of each other, and 
that all the parts shall be reunited in one glorious body at last. 
And so we hope and are praying that the Methodist family of 
Canada may soon see the time when bone shall come to bone, and 
muscles cover the whole, and, best of all, when the breath of the 
Lord shall come upon them, and they be one in the name of the 
Lord of hosts. 

I thank you for the attention with which you have listened to 
my remarks, and I shall go from this Conference with the pleasant- 
est feelings of the brotherly regard with which I have been re- 
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i ish i ry iati f this 
eeived. and cherish in memory the pleasant associations of 4 
occasion ; and I shall pray that the brotherly feeling that obtains 
may always exist, and that God may aid us to make good our 
boast that the Methodists are one all over the earth. 


—— $04 


17 .— Journal, page 401. 
REPLY TO ADDRESS OF THE CONFERENCE. 


Tae GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE Mernopist EpiscorpaL 
Cuurcu ix THE Unirep Srares oF AMERICA TO THE Con- 
FERENCE OF THE WxsLEYAN MeErnopisr CuurcH IN CANADA: 


“ Grace be unto you, and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” The presence and fraternal greetings of your 
accredited and welcome delegates, Rev. George R. Sanderson, and 
Rey. Alexander Sutherland, and the written address of which they 
have been the bearers, have afforded us the liveliest satisfaction and 
pleasure. We rejoice in the grace of our common Lord, bestowed 
upon you and through you to the Churches in the Dominion of 
Canada. The large extent of territory intrusted in great measure 
to you, and the increasing multitudes of people who wait upon 
your ministry, call for the utmost diligence and fidelity in the work 
committed to you by the Master. Your increased membership, 
the augmentation of your Church property, your enlarged facilities 
for the Christian education of the young, and the devotion of your 
people to missionary labors and other modes of establishing and ex- 
tending the kingdom of Christ, furnish good evidence that the 
great Head of the Church still blesses and makes you a blessing. 
May he ever lift upon you the light of his countenance, and give 
you great peace and prosperity! 

The past four years have been with us years of earnest, and, we 
are glad to say, not unfruitful, toil in the vineyard of the Master. 
Our membership at this date amounts to nearly one and a half mill- 
ions of people. The aggregate value of our churches and parson- 
ages exceeds sixty-four and one half millions of dollars. In spiritual 
power, in our missionary labors at home and abroad, in the cause 
of education, both in the Sabbath-school and other institutions of 
learning, in effort on behalf of the Freedmen, in the productions of 
the press, and in all the appliances and approved modes of Chris- 
tian effort we are glad to report correspondingly large and grati- 
fying evidences of success. In addition to former agencies, we 
note with special pleasure the presence of the laity of the Church 
as members of our Conference, the inauguration of more general 
and systematic means for the promotion of education, the organi- 
zation of the “ Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society,” and the 
success which, notwithstanding many hinderances, has attended 
our efforts to rebuild the waste places of our Zion in our Southern 
States. The magnitude of the work, and its great enlargement, 
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should cause us more and more earnestly to pray, “God be merci- 
ful unto us, and bless us; and cause his face to shine upon us: that 
thy name may be known upon earth, thy saving health among all 
nations.” 

Since our last communication to you we have had to mourn the 
loss of many great and good men, both of the fathers and of the 
younger brethren whom the Lord Jesus had granted us as fellow- 
laborers. Among these, four who had been called to the office and 
ministry of our General Superintendency, namely, Bishops Baker 
Clarke, Thomson, and Kingsley, have fallen at their posts. “Our 
fathers, where are they ? and the prophets, do they live forever?” 
We, also, would be admonished to be ready for the coming of the 
Lord. Our encouragement is that though the loved, and honored, 
and useful are removed—some at times and in ways that seem 
to us mysterious—still the Lord liveth, and, blessed be the Rock 
of our salvation, the work of his grace goes grandly on, and will 
continue to do so to the acclamations of universal history. Gaz- 
ing on fields all ready for the harvest, our prayer is that he may 
raise up and qualify and thrust out in still greater number and 
power true and right-hearted men to preach and teach the un- 
searchable riches of his grace. 

In common with you we rejoice that among the many unmis- 
takable signs of the times there is a general tendency among the 
various branches of the Church to draw nearer together in the 
bonds of Christian love and fellowship. But very few are now 
disposed to turn their strength largely against other branches of 
the Church, or even to stand apart in shameful isolation from the 
communion of saints. Gladly recognizing the many important 
points common to all, the tendency is to aid one another in the 
defense and maintenance of those points, leaving the comparative- 
ly few on which they differ, and in regard to which they wish not 
to conceal their difference, to the clearer vision of the future. This 
passing away of former asperities, this kindly feeling, this increas- 
ing and more intimate brotherly intercourse, this inquiry after the 
true principle of Christian union, we would by all means cherish 
and promote. It is in entire agreement with, and has from the be- 
ginning been a distinguishing feature of, our beloved and honored 
Methodism. It has received several new and beautiful illustrations 
during the current session of our General Conference. Even 
where ultimate ofganic union is not so probable we would say, 
“« Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained let us walk by the 
same rule, let us mind the same things.” 

We commend to you the Rev. Mmer Raymond, D.D., and the 
Rey. Augustus C. George, D.D., bearers of our greetings and tra- 
ternal messengers to your body. Their intimate and large ac- 
quaintance with our work in all its bearings and modes ot oper- 
ation will supply our lack of service in not entering further into 
detail in this our letter. May the God of our fathers, the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by the Spirit’s power, ever be 
and abide with you! 
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18,—Journal, page 159: 
ADDRESS OF THE CONFERENCE. 


To rar GENERAL CoNFERENCE OF THE Mernopist Episcopan 
CuuRcH IN THE UniTEpD Strares oF AMERICA. 


RrvErREND AND Drar Fatuers anp Breturen: It was with 
feelings of great satisfaction that we received your reply to our 
first address to your venerable body, representing, as you do, the 
largest organization of Methodists in the world. We hasten 
with joy to communicate with you again, and thus do our part 
to perpetuate a correspondence which to us is most encouraging. 

We received your epistle by the hands of the Rev. Jesse 'T. 
Peck, D.D., and the Rev. Goldsmith D. Carrow, D.D., whom we 
welcomed with fraternal delight. The oral statements of these 
brethren have afforded us ample information concerning the 
great work committed to your trust. Their services in our sanc- 
tuaries also contribited to make our present Conference one of 
unusual interest. The impressions produced by their addresses, 
both from pulpit and platform, on many hearts must, we are sure, 
be of long continuance and productive of gracious fruits. The 
sympathy they manifested toward ourselves, and the favorable 
opinion they kindly expressed of our work, have induced us 
more cheerfully to proceed in the way wherein we have been 
led by our fathers in the Gospel, Allow us then respectfully 
to request that the favor of a similar deputation to us may be 
granted at the ensuing session of the General Conference. 

We are unable to express the admiration we entertain on ac- 
count of your unprecedented prosperity and expansion. These 
are apparent in your many Sunday-schools, with their million of 
scholars and a proportionate number of teachers; in your Mis- 
sionary Society, which has hopetully planted its agencies in each 
of the grand divisions of the globe, and in your Centenary cele- 
bration, which, besides strengthening the bond that holds together 
your numerous and extended interests, has put you in possession 
of a large sum of money, which, under divine direction, you will 
know well how to expend for the advancement of the work of 
God. In all this we exceedingly rejoice. Your triumphs are 
ours. There is, however, yet great room for the spread of pure 
and undefiled religion in the earth. We heartily pray that you 
may advance as rapidly in the years to come as in the first cen- 
tury of your existence, until the Redeemer’s name shall be sung in 
every land by every tongue. ; 

We share in the joy that your late gigantic civil strife has ended, 
and that it resulted in the extinction of slavery in all the vast do- 
mains of the United States. We exult that people of color, now 
elevated to citizenship and receiving Christian education, are re- 
garded equally with ourselves as being children of the great 
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paternal Spirit and the purchase of the blood of Christ. In view 
of the great past, with what emphasis may it be said, “Behold, 
what God hath wronght!” In anticipation of the future we are 
ready to believe that you will see greater things than these—even 
the world regenerated by the universal and efficacious preaching 
of the Gospel of’ salvation. 

The prospect of continued amicable relations between your 
nation and our own is more hopeful now than when your address 
to us was written. Surely it is of thé utmost importance to 
. Christian civilization in all lands, and the conversion of all nations 
to God, that the United States of America and the kingdom of 
Great Britain should always remain on the most friendly terms 
with each other. With ourselves, as with you, this is sought in 
constant and fervent prayer by an ever-increasing number of the 
people of God. May the Divine Ruler make your Government 
and ours be of one mind on the questions in which they are 
mutually concerned. Then shall be seen the evangelizing agents 
of both nations honored to stand side by side in the front ranks 
of those who are conquering the world for Christ. 

We have mourned with you on account of the losses you have 
suffered by the decease of the late Bishops, Edward Thomson, 
Calvin Kingsley, and Davis W. Clark. Their praise was in all 
the Churches, as men of learning, talents, and eminent piety. 
Withdrawn from your councils, they are not wholly lost to you, 
for their example and the influence of their consecration remain. 
We pray God that a double portion of their spirit may rest upon 
the men who may be called to sustain the official positions which 
their departure has left vacant. 

You will be glad to be informed that we have had a good year 
throughout our Conference. We have been chastened indeed by 
the removal to eternal rest in comparatively early life of three of 
our brethren, but we have now received eighteen candidates for 
our ministry. Some hundreds have been added to our member- 
ship notwithstanding the large emigration of our people west- 
ward. Our educational establishments continue to answer their 
great design. As in former years, our academies for males and 
females, and our colleges, with which is connected a theological 
institution, largely repay our fostering solicitude. Our greatest 
progress in the year has been in our home mission enterprise. 
‘This has taken a firm hold on the affections of our people, and 
drawn forth their liberality, so that we are preparing to occupy 
other fields of holy toil in the more destitute parts of the country, 
in which we are confident in God we shall not be permitted to 
labor in vain. 

Our Book Room and Connectional Organ, under the management 
of the Rev. H. Pickard, D.D., have made decided improvement. 
We have no disputing among ourselves. The land in all direc- 
tions, to its utmost limits, lies accessible to us. In the spirit which 
has made your Church so great and useful we are endeavoring to 
live and work. We now rejoice in expectation of the continued 
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enlargement of our societies, and shall be glad to be permitted 
to assure you in due time that our hope has been crowned with 
early and full accomplishment. 

Among the several Methodist bodies in Ontario the possibility 
and desirableness of union have of late received attention. 
Appropriately brought under our consideration, we. have taken 
measures for co-operation with the Wesleyan Methodist Confer- 
ence of Canada in this great project, by the appointment of 
two of our brethren to confer with that Conference. If, in 
the providence of God, and by his grace, all Methodists in this 
expanding Dominion shall be brought into one body, and be ever 
wisely animated by the maxim bequeathed to us by the founder 
of Methodism, to spread scriptural holiness throughout the land, 
we are persuaded the desired union may be fraught with bless- 
ings to unborn myriads, 

But we cannot, in this address, enlarge on all the topics of com- 
mon interest to you and to ourselves. Nor is it needful, as we 
have appointed our beloved President, the Rev. Henry Pope, Jr., 
and our honored and venerated brother, the Rey. Matthew 
Richey, D.D., already favorably known to you, to represent us at 
your Conference. These brethren we commend to your love and 
esteem, as they possess our unreserved fraternal confidence. 
They will, with your desire, describe to you more fully our state 
as a young offshoot from the parent Conference, with which we 
continue to enjoy the most cordial affiliation. 

We trust, dear fathers and brethren, we shall ever live in your 
sympathies, and hope never to forfeit your fraternal regard as a 
living branch of the great Methodist family. To you and to us 
may grace and peace be multiplied from God the Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ! 

Signed by order, and on behalf of, the Conference of Eastern 
British America. Henry Pops, Jr., President. + 

Dunoan D. Currin, Secretary. 

Saint JoHN, New Brunswick, June 30, 1871. 
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ADDRESS OF REV. HENRY POPE, JUN. 


REVEREND AND BELovep Farurers anp Breruren: In ayvail- 
ing myself of this opportunity to address you, which your unaf- 
fected courtesy has so kindly accorded me, may I be permitted at 
once to say that “ Little Benjamin ” also—the Conference of East- 
ern British America, a small and humble member of the great 
Methodist family—tenders through me the warmest love and the 
most cordial greetings to his more distinguished sister, the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, as represented by this august and impos- 
ing assembly. 
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Highly appreciating the honor conferred upon us by your ap- 
pointment of so estimable a delegation as we were favored to 
* welcome in our midst last year, we most earnestly desire that the 
pleasant and profitable intercourse with each other so auspiciously 
inaugurated may be perpetuated in our future history. 

The visit of your honored representatives, the Rev. Jesse T. 
Peck, D.D., and the Rev. Goldsmith D. Carrow, D.D., was an occa- 
sion of hallowed interest in our conferential experience, and the 
memory of their eloquent and forcible utterances upon various 
topics relevant to their mission, and their ministrations in our 
sanctuaries, so richly distinctive of the peace, purity, and power 
of Christ’s simple Gospel, will long linger in the hearts both of 
our ministers and our people. 

As a Conference, we felt ourselves honored by the kind manner 
in which you were pleased to refer in your address to the Rev. 
Dr. Richey. We had hoped that he might have been here to-day 
to speak to you once again for himself and for us; but deeply do 
I regret to inform you that severe personal affliction denies him 
the ability to discharge what, I am sure, he would esteem a most 
grateful duty. 

Fain would I command his acknowledged eloquence, that I 
might give you some worthy idea of the high admiration we feel 
in contemplating the magnitude and mightiness of your vast or- 
ganization throughout this great country—express the unfeigned 
love we cherish for you, as one with ourselves in your views and 
experience of Christian truth, and the joyous and grateful pride 
with which we hail the brilliant success you have achieved in your 
enterprising efforts to consolidate the great interests committed to 
your care, and to conquer souls for Christ. 

In your prosperity and joy we have prospered and rejoiced ; 
and when you have murmured, our tears have mingled with yours, 
especially of late, as the sad and startling intelligence has reached 
us from time to time how, in rapid succession, the insatiate Archer 
had laid low so many of the episcopal princes of your Israel. 
Nor have we failed to pray that He, with whom is the residue of 
the Spirit, might raise up for you an ample supply of worthy suc- 
cessors of those eminent men of God. Though the most exqui- 
sitely wrought garlands of earthly eulogiums must ever appear 
mean in contrast with the flashing coronets of glory placed upon 
their exalted brows by the Master whom they loved and served so 
well, still we revere their memory and follow their example. 

As a Conference, we are only seventeen years of age, and, in 
comparison with yourselves, are small and feeble and obscure. 
To-day, however, we are convinced of the respectability | of the 
family to which we belong, and are verily proud of our rich and 
influential relations. 

Our Conference territory comprises the provinces of New Bruns- 
wick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, Newfoundland, and the 
Bermudas. i 

Aniong those whom we venerate as the pioneers of Methodism 
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in our portion of the continent are holy men who received their 
baptism and commission for their missionary work in the old 
Methodist preaching-house, John-street, New York. I refer to 
Freeborn Garrettson and the two brothers, James and John Man, 
men whose names neither heaven nor earth will suffer to die. A 
few vears since J had the honor to preach the word of life within 
the sacred walls of the Old Zion Church in Liverpool, Nova 
Scotia, where Garrettson, about ninety years ago, with so much 
effect, proclaimed the Gospel message, and my first circuit after 
entering the ministry was Shelburne, Nova Scotia, a region hallowed 
by the faithful labors of James Man, who, one Christmas day, after 
preaching twice and solemnizing a marriage, laid him down and 
died, literally realizing the prayer: 

“My body with my charge lay down, 

And cease at once to work and live.” 


Ihave frequently visited the house from which his heaven-called 
spirit took its flight. His mortal remains lie entombed imme- 
diately beneath the pulpit of the church in Shelburne, and often 
have I been moved by the recollection of this fact, when preaching 
from that sacred stand, “To preach as though I ne’er should 
reach again, a dying man to dying men.” These, and other 
similarly devoted men, have labored, and we have entered into 
their labors. 

Since our organization as a Conference our expansion has been 
somewhat rapid when compared with the conservative slowness 
for which our previous progress had been chiefly remarkable. 
New responsibilities were devolved upon us by the change in our 
constitution, and these demanded self-reliance, energetic purpose, 
and active enterprise, and from the cultivation of these resources 
has resulted advancement. 

Has it not been so in your national history ?. When I think of 
this great nation, in its political, serial, commercial, and religious 
aspects, I am led to ask, Would there have been the rapid and 
extensive development it has experienced had it not been for that 
“surprise tea party,” which came off in the harbor of Boston a 
certain number of years ago? I believe not. At that period a 
great occasion called into action energies in the national soul 
which, otherwise, in all probability, would have continued to slum- 
ber in inglorious meekness. 

The number of our ministers has more than doubled what it was 
in our mission age, and this last year upward of thirty young men, 
chiefly trom England, have been engaged by us as candidates tor 
the work of the ministry. ‘The entire country is open to us, and 
of late in various parts of the field there have fallen showers of 
blessing. 

ry : . 

The grand old doctrines of our Methodistic theology—to which 
you as a Church so loyally adhere—are sounded forth from our 
multiplicity of pulpits with fidelity and power; and in respect of 
them, and the excellent discipline which is common to us both, we 
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are firmly resolved, by the grace of God, to continue to “ walk by 
the same rule, and to mind the same thing” 5 

Numbering closely upon one hundred thousand adherents, we 
are justly ambitious to do our share, as so important a part of the 
New Dominion, toward rendering our people, in character and 
condition, worthy of the confidence and respect of the people of 
these United States, between whom and ourselves there need 
never be any other than the most generous rivalry in pursuit and 
exhibition of those virtues which are essential alike to the perfec- 
tion and stability of individuals and national honor and prosperity. 
Sustaining an affiliated relation to the parent body in England, 
our people contribute to the funds of their Foreign Missionary 
Society, and take a deep interest in the spread of Christianity 
among the nations of the earth. For the purpose of overtaking 
the spiritual destitution which exists nearer home, we have lately 
organized a Home Missionary Society, and are much encouraged 
by the favor with which it has been generally received. For these 
combined objects about $20,000 were contributed last year. 

In the literary department of our work we have our connec- 
tional organ, the “ Provincial Wesleyan” newspaper, and a small 
“ Book Room,” both of which are conducted in Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, under the able management of Rev. D. P. Maul. The Book 
Room is not that power among us which we could desire, but the 
“ Provincial Wesleyan” has an extensive circulation, and is an in- 
strument of good wherever it goes. By the way, several of your 
valuable papers are numerously patronized within our borders, 
such as the “ Methodist,” the “Christian Advocate,” and “ Zion’s 
Herald,” and we shall not be sorry if an equal number of sub- 
scribers for our periodical should be found among our American 
brothers. 

In the cause of education we have:for thirty years been render: 
ing important service to our Church and our country generally. 
Our educational establishment is situated at Sackville, New Bruns- 
wick, and at present embraces large and well-equipped academies 
forfyouth of both sexes, a college, and a theological institution. 
The president of the college, Mr. Allison, is a graduate of one of 
your own universities. Both he and those associated with him 
are unquestionably “the right men in the right place.” 

At the present time the managers of this branch of our work 
are placed in rather difficult circumstances. For many years past 
the Governments of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia have granted 
to our institutions certain amounts of money in aid of their opera- 
tions, but recently the Legislature of New Brunswick has inti- 
mated that such aid on their part must cease during the current 
year, and the probability is that Nova Scotia will shortly follow 
their pernicious example. I do not know what the Board of Edu- 
cation may resolve on doing in the matter, but I presume the 
only way will be to raise an Endowment Fund, which, in order to 
be efficient, would need to be at least $100,000. 

These institutions originated in the Christian beneficence of the 
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late Charles F. Allison, Esq., of Sackville, New Brunswick, who 
consecrated, with exemplary liberality, $20,000 to this noble enter- 
prise. Men of such resources and such disposition are rare among 
us as yet, and I fear our future movements will be seriously crip- 
pled unless help dawn upon us from some unexpécted quarter. 

You will not think it strange, therefore, if under these circum- 
stances we find our eyes turning wistfully in this direction, and 
our hearts sighing for some of the wealth of the departed “ Rich,” 
or some beneficently accorded right to draw upon the golden 
affections of your own munificent “Drew.” Of this I am sure, 
that such investments as these in our colonial institutions would 
not render our more intimate relationship, representing as we now 
do distinct nationalities, less easy or less desirable. 

And now, sir, may I be for a moment indulged to make a rather 
personal acknowledgment ? Fifty-three years ago my venerable 
father, at that time a Methodist missionary in Canada, contracted 
a large debt in this State of New York. The facts are these. 
There was at that period a worthy yeoman residing in Utica, the 
father of a numerous family, the eldest of whom was a daughter, 
a young lady of more than ordinary personal attractions, com- 
bined with many excellences of mind and heart. Of that lady 
my father heard. He came, he saw, he conquered; and thus, ob- 
taining one of the best of wives, laid himself under an irredeem- 
able debt of obligation to this country. 

Mr. Jones’s house was a home for the Methodist preachers of 
those days, and I have heard my sainted mother often speak with 
veneration and affection of Elder Case and others, to whose min- 
istry it had been her privilege to listen. 

Through the instrumentality of Methodism both Mr. Jones and 
his daughter were converted to God, and all that my dear mother 
was to her husband and to her children—in respect to those vir- 
tues and graces which should adorn the relations of wife and 
mother—may be put down to the credit of her early Methodist 
training. Her last communication with earthly friends was made 
when, being in the very suburbs of heaven, and unable to articu- 
late a single syllable, she wrote with slate and pencil her dying 
testimony for the Saviour, ‘The blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, 
cleanseth us from all sin.” 

Gratitude to God for sucha mother, thankfulness to this Church 
for her religious culture, and respect for this country which fur- 
nished her with the home of her girlhood, must ever induce me to 
regard with feelings of peculiar interest the Methodist Episcopal 
Church and the United States of America, 

But I must conclude, and in doing so allow me, sir, to say that, 
while at first sight 1 was overwhelmed with astonishment at the 
wide and powerful hold which, as a Church, you had taken of the 
teeming population of this vast region—after more mature consid- 
eration, my surprise has materiaily abated. As I have studied 
your character, your numbers, and your agencies, I have seen 
enough moral magnetism coiled up in the Methodist community, 
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represented by this General Conference, if perfectly expanded, to 
draw the world to Christ. 

Your own sweetly-singing Whittier has recorded the immortal 
patriotism and self-devotion of one Barbara Fretchie, which fling 
a ray of glory upon that dark ordeal of solicitude, suffering, and 
blood, through which as a nation you were a few years since called 
to pass. He tells how, stretching herself out of the unprotected 
window of her house, she grasped the shivered staff, to which was 
attached the insulted ensign of her country, and, lifting it on high, 
as she gazed upon the fierce soldiery whose gleaming rifles were 


. . . 5 
gaping with their murderous mouths upon ber aged form, 


“Shoot, if you must, this old gray head, 
But spare your country’s flag!” she said! 


Noble Barbara, thy memory shall never die ! 

Sir, I believe a similar spirit of self-sacrificing heroism has been 
illustrated by Episcopal Methodism in her prosecution of the cause 
of Christ at home and abroad, and has rendered her equal to great 
emergencies and gigantic enterprises in her eventful past. 

Let this same spirit continue in the future to operate in the 
hearts and lives of the millions of intelligent Methodists through- 
out this magnificent republic, and, by the blessing of heaven, it 
will be productive of results in the interest of evangelism which 
cannot be overestimated—results which shall go far to correct the 
disorders and still the discords of earth, and, rollmg away the 
night of error and evil, mantle our sin-darkened world with the 
morning glory of Christ’s universal reign. 

We know not what the Ruler of the nations may yet do for us 
in our political relationship to each other. If he shall sustain our 
incorporation as a yet more magnificent whole, none would hail 
the event with more pleasure than myself; but if it shall be his 
will that our present relationship continue, then I am confident I 
speak for my Conference as well as myself, when I pray that our 
respective flags may ever float side by side—your bright evening 
stars smiling in loving beauty upon our blood-red cross, and our 
blood-red cross reflecting with responsive sympathy the glory of 
your beautiful stars. 

33 
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REPLY TO THE CONFERENCE. 


To rue ConFrERENCE OF THE WrEsLEYAN Mersopist Caurca IN 
Eastern British AMERICA: 


REVEREND AND DEAR Breturen: We were glad to hear of 
your state, and to receive the kind words sent to us by the hands 
of your representative, Rev. Henry Pope, Jr. His able, interest- 
ing, and very cordial atidress gave us the highest satisfaction, and 
we respond with the deepest sympathy and love. We rejoice in 
the fraternal union which exists between us and all the members 
of the Methodist family in Great Britain and her provinces. We 
regretted very much that the venerable and excellent Dr. Richey 
could not, as we had hoped, visit us again, but Mr. Pope endeared 
himself to us by his Christian bearing, and his eloquent and excel- 
lent address. It has pleased God to afflict us greatly during the 
last four years in the removal from us of many of our most emi- 
nent men, but his mercies have abounded toward us, and we re- 
joice in the rapid extension of our work in every part of our vast 
field. Our membership has increased two hundred and seventy- 
five thousand, two hundred and forty-two, and our churches two 
thousand one hundred and thirty-nine since our last General | 
Conference, and our people have contributed for church building 
$5,256,615 a year during the same time, and every department 
of our work has been sustained with increasing liberality. In our 
country the prejudices of caste are rapidly giving way, and Chris- 
tian fellowship is extending over all nationalities without respect 
of person. We regret that any occasion has arisen which could by 
any possibility imperil the peace of our respective governments. 
We are brethren of the same stock, the same literature, religion, 
the same God and Saviour. We cannot think without horror of 
the possibility of war between Great Britain and the United 
States, and we most earnestly join you in ‘the prayer that our 
heavenly Father would grant us perpetual peace. Let us rejoice 
in the unity of faith, and the bonds of love. 

We congratulate you on the progress you have made through- 
out the Dominion of Canada, and especially upon your great suc- 
cess in building up the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. We 
are pleased to see the different bodies of Methodism in your coun- 
try coming nearer together, and we hope that you may at last all 
be united in fact as you are in Spirit, and that God may give you 
still greater success in winning souls to Christ. We are conscious 
that no material prosperity can compensate for the loss of spiritu- 
ality in the Church, and hence depend on the influence of the Holy 
Spirit in carrying forward the work we have to do. We believe 
that our people are drawing nearer to God, through Christ, aud 
that they are devoting more and more their substance to his serv- 
ice. The work of holiness is increasing, and numerots revivals 
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prove that God is still with us. With love unfeigned we send to 
you these fraternal words, praying that the richest blessings of 
heaven may ever descend upon you. ,. ul ; 

. Our beloved brethren, William R. Clark and -William H. 
Elliott, will tell you more of our present work, and bear to you 
our Christian salutations, “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you all.” 


ee egees 


NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCHES IN THE UNITED STATES. 
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CREDENTIALS OF REV. A. HUNTINGTON CLAPP, D.D., HON. 
J. B. GRINNELL, AND REV. GEORGE B. BACON. 


To rae GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE Merruopist Episcopan 
Cuurcn IN THE Unirep SrarEs: 
Turs will certify that the National Council of the Congregational 
Churches of the United States has appointed Rev. A. Huntington 
Clapp, D.D., of New York, Hon. J.B. Grinnell, of Iowa, and 
Rev. George B. Bacon, of New Jersey, to represent the Congrega- 
tional Churches at your session in the year of our Lord 1872, and 
to convey to you their Christian salutations. 
Atonzo H. Quint, Secrétary. 


‘Ar Tae SESSION HELD IN OBERLIN, Outo, Nov. 15, 1871. 


————_$ oe ___- 
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ADDRESS OF REY. GEORGE B. BACON. 


Mr. Presipent, Faruers, anp Breruren: I have sometimes 
noticed that when a man becomes rich and prosperous, and -not 
specially in need of friends, there is a sudden and wonderful devel- 
opment of friends and acquaintances of whose existence he had till 
then lived unsuspicious. Perhaps I may take it as one of the signs 
of your prosperity that there are here before your body so many 
delegates from other bodies that you have been compelled to sur- 
render the most of two mornings of your precious time to them. 
At the risk of being thought to be another poor relation, a very 
distant one at that, I stand here before you to represent the Church 
that traces her spiritual lineage directly back to the Mayflower, 
for I beg you to remember that the little company which that ves- 
sel brought to these shores was not so much a civil community as 
it was a Church of Christ. The little one has become a thousand, 
yea, thousands, and I bring to you to-day the salutations of the 
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Congregational Church of the United States. Brethren, we bless 
you in the name of the Lord. “The Lord lift up his countenance 
upon you, and give you peace.” 

I am reminded this morning that this is the first time that we 
have appeared before you in this capacity; nay more, that it is 
the first time that it would have been possible for us to have a 
representation before you, for not till last year were we so united 
that as a body we could be anywhere properly represented; but 
that irresistible tendency to union that is so widely abroad in the 
land has at last drawn us together and given us a connectional 
existence. You understand that we have ever been jealous of 
local Church rights, and fearful of concentration of power: but we 
are at last so drawn together that we can have some kind of fra- 
ternal relations and intercourse, as a body, with other Churches. 
That is why I am here to-day. As I stand here to-day I am 
reminded that the differences between you and us are marked. 
Standing here and remembering how united and compact a body 
you are, how all your interests and work are one, and how you 
have ever been able as a great whole to stand shoulder to shoulder 
in the great work given you, I almost look with envy upon you; 
and remembering how,'as a great army you can march, and do 
march, as a man to the great conflict against sin, I give thanks to 
God for what he has wrought through Methodism, for your work 
has been good, and only good, and good continually. But while 
you have your appropriate work, we also have ours. We are jeal- 
ous, as I said betore, of the local rights of Churches. We recog- 
nize our difficulties, and we give thanks for our advantages; for 
we have our advantages as well as our difficulties. Our work lies 
through somewhat different channels from yours, but let us remem- 
ber that the work is one; and let us go our different ways, remem- 
bering that, whatever lines may divide us, the lines of the great 
Church, catholic and invisible, encircle and unite us; that we have 
“one Lord, one faith, one baptism.” I rejoice to know and feel 
to-day that no skinny bottles of sectarianism can hold the new wine 
of the Gospel. My work is done. I present to you the fraternal 
greetings of the Congregational Church in the United States of 
America, May the Lord increase and prosper you more and more 
abundantly ! 
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THE METHODIST CHURCH. 
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CREDENTIALS OF REY, E. A. WHEAT, REY. C. H. WILLIAMS, 
REV. T. B. GRAHAM, REY. H. STACKHOUSE, J. H. WCLANEY, 
T. J. FINCH, AND J. B. HAMILTON. 


To THE Bisnors AND Mremspers oF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 
oF THE Merruopist EpiscopaL Cuurcu, IN SESSION IN Broox- 
‘tyn, New Yorx, May, 1872. 


Breruren: The General Conference of the Methodist Church, 
at its session held in the city of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, May, 
1871, appointed Rev. E. A. Wheat, of the Genesee Conference ; 
Rey. C. H. Williams, of the North Illinois; Rev. T. B. Graham, of 
the Ohio; and Rey. H. Stackhouse, of the Indiana; and J. H. 
M’Claney, T. J. Finch, and J. B. Hamilton, laymen, as Fraternal 
. Messengers and Commissioners to your body. 

They will present you our Christian greetings, and also the ac- 
tion of our Conference defining their powers and duties. They 
are commended to you as brethren beloved, and as worthy of your 
esteem. Very kindly yours, 

. B. Katent, Secretary, 
- General Conference of Methodist Church. 


CONFERENCE Rooms, PirtspurGy, Pa., May 26, 1871. 
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ADDRESS OF REV. E. A. WHEAT. 


Mr. Present, Faruers, aNp BrerHren: It is with feelings 
of peculiar interest that I appear before you this morning. I re- 
member that this is the first time in the history of our denomina- 
tion that we have occupied this position. The relation which our 
body has heretofore sustained to you has differed from the rela- 
tions of those whose representatives have preceded me. We are 
younger members of this great family. Our Conference has not 
given us a written address, but the brother who will follow me 
will present to you a few written statements. 

Time indicates that we must be brief. For this reason you will 
not expect from me prolonged remarks. 

I desire, however, in the name of the Church which I have the 
honor to represent, to render thanks for the kind consideration 
that led you to send a commissioner to our last General Confer- 
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ence, In that we recognize the fact that the spirit of conciliation 
is abroad among you, and in response we wish to say that we pur- 
pose not to be ontdone in the exhibition of that spirit by any. 
The point of difference between your and our body may be com- 
prehended in the simple statement that it comprises principles 
which you have already recognized in the admission of laymen to 
your ecclesiastical councils. It was kind, if you regarded us as 
wandering children from your fold, for you to senda, fraternal’ 
délegation to our last General Conference. If, however, you will 
regard us in another light, as pioneers sent out to explore the land 
of mutual rights, we will to-day report the result; and we are 
pleased to say that we have found the. association of laymen with 
the ministry in our Church councils to be profitable, and to aid us 
very much in all our Christian work. We most heartily. congrat- 
ulate you to-day upon the fact that you have made progress in this 
direction. You are marching upon our citadel, and we have no 
wish that your march shall be’slower; and if you shall fully adopt 
the principle of Lay Delegation you will have taken the ground 
upon which we stand; and if you take the ground upon which we 
stand, you will take us along with it. Our prayers go up for your 
success in all your work, and.for the hastening of the day when 
the various bodies of Methodism in this country shall become. 
organically one, as well as one in doctrine, as they now are. Our. 
only differences to-day are differences of government, and I hope. 
the time is not distant when in this we shall see eye to eye. But 
this time seems to be not yet, and till it come perhaps it will be 
wise that our organizations shall remain separate. But meantime 
the dividing line has already become so narrow that we shake 
hands over it to-day. First we will learn to love each other, to 
respect each other’s opinions, and then when we grasp hands, with 
hearts united, we shall be bound fully together. ‘Till then let us 
cultivate each other’s acquaintance; and this opportunity we 
recognize as one that is full of profit in this direction. 

We hope you will find it your pleasure to send a fraternal depu- 
tation from your body to meet with us at our next General Con- 
ference, which is to meet at Princeton, Illinois. ‘I will not make 
further remarks, as the written statement which. my associate will. 
present to you will give you all the information you will need. 
Hoping to greet you at our coming Conference, and to meet you 
at last among the glorified, I will for the present say farewell, 


———> 0 >______- 
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ADDRESS OF REY. C. H. WILLIAMS. 


As my co-delegate has said, the reading and presentation of 
the following paper, and perhaps a very few comments upon it,’ 
will close our presentation. It might have been better, perhaps, 
to have had a little more full explanation in regard to our state- 
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ments here. You will notice that the word. “commission,” as. 
well as.“ delegate,” is used in connection with our statement. 
Your last. General Conference. authorized brethren who came to 
us as commissioners on the subject of an organic union between 
the two bodies, and it is in. reference to this fact that the word 
is to be understood in this paper. I might say, too, that the 
brethren who came to us may be, or may not be, present. If go, 
they.may be able to respond as to whether there has been any 
correspondence with the commissioners from our body. Our 
scattered communion has prevented us from having any commu- 
nication with them : 


“ADDRESS OF THE COMMISSIONERS AND FRATERNAL DELE- 
GATES OF THE METHODIST CHURCH TO THE GENERAL 
CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 
HELD MAY, 1872. 

“To THE BisHors snp DrLeGares oF THE Metuopisr Episcopa 
CuHURCH, IN GENERAL CONFERENCE ASSEMBLED. 

“FATHERS AND BRETHREN: At the General Conference of the 
Methodist Church, held in Pittsburgh, Pa., in May last, that body, 
had the pleasure of receiving, among the delegations bearing to it 
the greetings of other religious denominations, Rev. Dr. Merrill, the 
editor of the “ Western Christian Advocate,” and Rey. Mr. Bruce 
as delegates and commissioners from the General Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. The presence of these brethren 
as your representatives, bearing, as they did, kindly greetings 
from your denomination, and the spirit of brotherly love which 
they manifested personally, was an event necessarily tending to 
bring into more intimate unity and co-operation your older and 
stronger and our more youthful members of the great Methodist 
family. 

“In view of continuing and cultivating these fraternal rela- 
tions, and at the request of your honored representatives, the 
General Conference of the Methodist Church elected as commis- 
sioners and fraternal delegates to this General Conference, Rey. 
E. A. Wheat, of the Genesee Conference; Rev. C. H. Williams, 
of the North Illinois Conference; Rev. T. B. Graham, of the 
Ohio Conference ; Rev. H. Stackhouse, of the Indiana Conference ; 
and Messrs. T. J. Finch and J. B. Hamilton, of Ohio, and Mr. 
John H. M’Claney, of Pittsburgh, and authorized them to bear to 
you the cordial greetings of the General Conference of the Meth-' 
odist Church, and to reciprocate your Christian courtesy. 

“The Methodist Church, (formerly Methodist Protestant,) em- 
bracing within its membership many who were formerly connected 
with the Methodist Episcopal Church, may, in some sense, at 
least, claim you as her Mother Church. Originating as she did 
in a controversy concerning lay representation and kindred sub- 
jects, it is not strange that during the earlier part of her history 
there was more or less of conflict, estrangement, and want ot 
sympathy, yet as the principal actors in these scenes have passed 
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away, or become reconciled to each other, and as thousands have 
become identified with these bodies who took no part in these 
agitations, there exists no longer any gocd reason why there 
should not be between our Churches mutual good-will, brotherly 
love, and co-operation in the great work of spreading scriptural 
holiness. This does not necessarily imply—nor does it forbid— 
ultimate organic union. This may, or may not, be best for the 
common cause in which we labor. The differences whicn exist 
between us are almost entirely governmental. In faith and doc- 
trine we are one, and we are becoming more alike in government. 
You have now admitted Lay Delegation into your General Con- 
ference. We have it in our General and Annual Conferences in a 
form which more directly represents the people. The introduc- 
tion of the laity into the highest tribunal of your Church is now 
a fixed fact; the principle is recognized, and the details connected 
with its application will, no doubt, sooner or later, be adjusted 
to meet the demands of the Church. 

“Whether it is best that all the Methodist bodies of this coun- 
try shall become consolidated into one, is a question upon which 
honest differences of opinion may be entertained. This question, 
so far as the relations existing between the Methodist and the 
Methodist Episcopal Churches are concerned, assumes new and 
important aspects in view of the fact that you have now admitted 
Lay Delegation into your General Conference. As lay represen- 
tation and equality of rights among the ministry are cardinal 
points in our principles of Church government, the question may 
arise as to whether there now exists between us a difference in 
government sufficient to justify the separate existence of our 
organization. Had there been in the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
at the time of the controversy referred to, the same spirit of com- 
promise, the same disposition to allow free discussion, and grant 
privileges to the laity as there now is, it is quite safe to presume 
that no separate organization would have taken place, that even 
such Lay Delegation as you have now accepted, whether fully sat- 
isfactory or not, would have been accepted at least as the forerun- 
ner of something more desirable, and results would have been 
different. Whether right or wrong, whether for the best or 
otherwise, however, a separation took place, and a new Church 
was organized. With varied reverses and success it has continued 
its work. _ With a representative form of government, an itinerant 
system, and doctrines purely Methodistic, thousands have been 
gathered to its fold; some from the Methodist Episcopal and 
other Churches, but much the larger portion from the world. 
Our most valuable ministers and members have been brought to 
Christ and the ranks of Methodism directly from the ranks of sin 
through our own ministry. These, at least, have no prejudices 
arising from old controversies. We honor the fathers of our early 
history none the less because they once stood within your honored 
ranks; yet our strength has not been gathered by weakening 
others. Our peopie have formed their attachment to our doctrines 
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and Church government upon their own merits, and not through 
any prejudices against yours or any other Christian Church. 
Indeed, they are liberal almost to a fault; yet they would not 
consent to be transferred to any other branch of the Church, ex- 
cept for weighty reasons. We hail with pleasure the progress 
that you are making in what we regard as the right direction. 
Large bodies move slowly, yet when in motion they have power 
to overcome obstacles, and we believe that, sooner or later, you 
will so fully appreciate the wise counsels of the intelligent laymen 
of your Church as to desire their presence in your Annual as well 
as General Conferences, and provide for their admission. This 
would prepare the way for a union of our body with yours; for 
with the people fully represented in the councils of the Church, 
there is no great danger of oppression from any source. 

“The time may come when the providence of God may indicate 
that we should be united in one body, yet it is proper that we say 
that our people are not yet prepared for this. The masses of them 
would not be satisfied with any thing less than equal representa- 
tion of the ministry and laity in all the councils of the Church, 
upon the principles generally accepted among Protestant Churches. 

“* We rejoice in your prosperity. God has greatly blessed your 
labors. We love you for what you are and what you are doing; 
and as the older and larger member of the Methodist family, we 
desire to imitate your example in laboring to save souls. We 
simply ask that you in turn continue to recognize us—so long as 
we deserve it—as a member of the great Methodist family. 
Though younger and weaker than yourselves, still we are healthy 
and growing. Never more so, never more united and hopefal or 
prosperous. With about thirty Conferences, sixty thousand mem- 
bers, and one thousand itinerant ministers, and a corresponding 
number of unstationed ministers and preachers; college property 
worth $300,000; our Book Concern and Church periodicals extend- 
ing their business and influence, and increasing in circulation more 
rapidly than ever before; our Board of Missions, Board of Edu- 
cation, Church Extension, Missionary, and Sunday-school work all 
well organized; with a rapid increase in the number and capacity 
of our houses of worship, our pastors and people working har- 
moniously and successfully together, we think that God has still a 
work for us to do. 

“ Our people are well satisfied in their present position, and any 
attempt to press the question of organic union prematurely would 
defeat the consummation of such an end and produce division and 
discord ; and even should a majority of our people decide in favor 
of such a measure, a very large minority would remain behind to 
be scattered and lost to Methodism. We regard it, therefore, as 
our present duty to leave events to take their course, while we, as 
a branch of the Church, pursue faithfully the work assigned us by 
the Head of the Church, cherishing toward you, and all who love 
the Lord Jesus Christ, brotherly love, to cultivate the spirit of 
fraternity and co-operation in every good work, avoiding all that 
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would engender strife or cause alienation of feeling between us, 
and leaving future events to determine the question of our union 
into the same body. ; 

“ Having referred to the progress. which we asa denomination: 
have made, it may be well:to state briefly some of the embarrass- 
ments by which we have been surrounded, When the Methodist 
Protestant Church was.organized, in the year 1830, a large propor-: 
tion of its membership was embraced within the then slaveholding: 
States, and the question of) slavery became a disturbing element: 
early in ber history. Finally, an entire separation took place be-. 
tween the Northern and Southern sections of the Church, leaving» 
both divisions much weakened in number and influence. "In May; 
1866, a convention of non-Episcopal. Methodists—embracing the 
Methodist Protestants in the Northern States, the Wesleyan Meth- : 
odists, and certain independent Methodist Churches—was: held, 
and a basis of union was agreed. upon, subject, to ratification by’ 
the several Churches represented.. The Meihodist Protestant Dis- 
cipline, with some changes and modifications, was adopted, and the 
name, ‘ The Methodist Church,’ was chosen. as the title of the re- 
constructed body. This action was unanimously ratified by the 
Methodist Protestants in their several Churches and their General 
Conference, and also by a. portion of the Wesleyan Methodist: 
ministers and Churches. The first General Conference of the: 
Methodist Church was held in Cleveland, Ohio, May, 1871, and the 
second in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, May, 1871. By the action of 
the last General Conference, the Book Concern and. office of the 
‘Methodist Recorder’-—the official. organ: of the. Church—were re- 
woved from Springfield, Ohio, to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

“The denominational college, located at Adrian, Michigan, is in 
a flourishing condition, and has.recently sent. out a number of 
young men into the active ministry of the Church. 

“Thus it will be seen that we are the youngest member: of the 
great Methodist family, yet we do not claim the usual privileges of the 
youngest child to be petted and spoiled. We simply ask our place. 
in the family circle, with such love and forbearance as a young sister 
may claim, with time and opportunity: for growth and maturity. 
Like other children, we have our weaknesses and faults, and yet 
are full of hope and courage. We desire numerical enlargement: 
and outward prosperity, yet more than these, we’ trust, spiritual, 
graces and a heart.and hand:ever ready for active service in the 
cause of the Master, and above all that ‘charity which is the bond 
of perfectness. Finally, brethren, in behalf of the General Con- 
ference of the Methodist.Church, we greet you as brethren in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. We rejoice in your growth. and. prosperity, 
In your success in winning: souls ‘to. Christ, in your progressive 
spirit. and earnest zeal. We greet you as embassadors of Christ, 
sent forth to preach the everlasting Gospel, and.as laymen, coming 
now for the first time into the highest tribunal of your Church, not 
to retard and hinder your pastors in their work, but. to give them 
your counsel and support, your prayers and sympathies. We 
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thank you all for our cordial reception here, and with hearts warm 
with love for you all, we cordially invite you, personally and offi- 
cially, to any and all of our religious or deliberative assemblies. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus,Christ be with you all: Amen. 
“ (Signed,) “K. A, WHeEat, 
“C,H. WittiaMs, 


“J. Bs Hamirron. 
“Brookiyn, New York, May 10, 1872.” 


I wish to say by way of explanation of the name, that there 
were Protestant Methodists, Wesleyan Methodists, and others, 
who came together in one body, when the present name was 
adopted. The Methodist Protestant element was very strong, but 
the mutual desire to lay aside all other specially distinctive names 
led to the adoption of the name you have heard, “ Methodist ;” but, 
it was not intended to assume exclusively to ourselves the name 
that should be common to all the branches of the Methodist fam- 
ily. There has been some desire to return to the old name, but, 
after four years of trial, the General Conference of our Church 
thought it was best that it should be continued. 


———_o+e—__—_—_ 


METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN CANADA, 
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CREDENTIALS OF REY. JOSEPH WILD, D.D. 


To tHe REVEREND THE BISHOPS, AND.THE GENERAL CONFER- 
ENCE oF THE Merruopist EpiscopaL Cuurcu, IN CONFERENCE , 
ASSEMBLED. 


Tuis paper certifieth that the bearer, the Reverend Joseph Wild,, 
Doctor of Divinity, has been duly appointed. the, representative 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in Canada to. the General. 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He beareth, our 
greetings and pledges, and appeareth for.us in, the fellowship, of 
the Gospel. ; 
Given in behalf of the General. Conference of. the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Canada, at Palermo, in, the Province of On-. 
tario, this first, day of May, in the year, of. our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred, and seventy-two, ALBERT Carman, Secretary. 
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CREDENTIALS OF REV. MICHAEL BENSON. 


To tae REVEREND THE BisHops, AND THE GENERAL CONFER- 
ENCE oF THE Meruopist Episcopan Cuurcu, In CONFERENCE 
ASSEMBLED. 


Tus paper certifieth that the bearer, the Reverend Michael Ben- 
son, has been duly appointed a representative of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Canada to the General Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. He beareth our greetings and 
pledges, and appeareth for us in the fellowship of the Gospel. _ 
Given in behalf of the General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Canada, at Palermo, in the Province of On- 
tario, this first day of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-two. ALBERT Carman, Secretary. 
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ADDRESS OF THE CONFERENCE. 


To tHE Bisnors, Ministers, AND Mempers or THE METHODIST 
Episcopal Cuurcu in THE Unirep Srares. 


Dear Faruers anp BRETHREN: We are happy to have received 
your greetings in our Lord Jesus Christ. We feel honored and en- 
couraged by your friendly intercourse and fraternal regards, and 
trust that in our mutual fidelity and love in the glorious Gospel of 
the blessed God they will be long continued. You may therefore 
rest assured that to your representatives to us the most hearty 
welcome is, and ever will be, accorded. 

Your missionary spirit planted the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in Canada. In the good providence of our God, through many 
struggles and much opposition has it been preserved in vigor and 
prosperity to this day, ever holding tenaciously to the polity you 
gave us. Nor is there now, convinced as we are of its adaptation 
to our necessities in this growing country, any desire for a change 
or any distinct tendency toward it. 

We fully believe and strive in the fear of God to preach the 
characteristic doctrines of Methodism. From all our pulpits we 
proclaim the necessity of repentance toward God and faith in 
Christ, purity of heart and godly practice, that men may enjoy the 
approbation of their Father in heaven. We believe and preach 
the Holy Spirit’s enlightening and regenerating power, his wit- 
ness with the sons of God, and sanctification through him, and full 
salvation and eternal glory. And God deigns to bless our labor, 
reviving his work through our ministry, so that many thereby are 
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led to the knowledge of their guilt, their pardon, and everlasting 
life. To God be all the glory! Brethren, pray for us, that we 
eee more and more in humility, zeal, charity, and all good 
works. 

An earnest missionary spirit pervades our Church, though as 
yet our effort is restricted to the destitute sections of our own 
country. By God’s help we have done a very large share of the 
Christian pioneering of our remote settlements; and we are look- 
ing out hopefully and prayerfully to the regions beyond, seeking 
ability to enter the open door under the direction of Providence, 
and holding the genuine faith of the Gospel that the world is to be 
subject to Christ. 

Our institutions of learning, situated at Belleville, in the Province 
of Ontario—Albert University and Alexandra College—are doing a 
great and good work in the thorough education of the youth of 
our country. They furnish especial advantages to the young men 
and young women of the land, and already both Church and State 
are realizing decided profit from them. 

We are.extensively engaged in the erection of parsonages and 
edifices for divine worship. Our people are fully alive to the ne- 
cessity of building commodious chapels for the accomodation of 
of those who wait upon our ministry. 

Our printing and book establishments are accomplishing a good 
work for our Church and country, as through them we are diffus- 
ing a healthful literature. The religious instruction of children is 
carefully attended to. Sabbath-schools are regarded as indispen- 
sable to the growth and strength of the Church. 

The visit of your representative, Rev. 8. C. Brown, D.D., af- 
forded us much pleasure. His fervent charity, sage counsel, and 
godly ministrations were productive of great profit to us, and caused 
him to be held in most grateful remembrance. The information he 
furnished us respecting the magnitude, growth, and wealth of your 
various Church institutions filled us with gratitude to God. 

We have appointed the Rev. Joseph Wild, D.D., and Rev. 
Michael Benson our representatives to your body. We commend 
them to your Christian regard, and refer you to them for informa- 
tion respecting our state and prospects. They bear our fraternal 
greetings in our Lord Jesus Christ. ° 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

Adopted by the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Canada, at Ingersoll, in September, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy. 

Signed on behalf of the same, at Palermo, on the first day of 
May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sey- 
enty-two. 
ALBERT Carman, Secretary. 


James Ricuarpson, Bishop. 
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ADDRESS OF REV. JOSEPH WILD, D.D. ~ 


Bisnors, Reverenp Faruers, AND Breroren: At the Gen- 
eral Conférence of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Canada, 
which met in August, 1870, I and the Rev, Mr. Benson were 
chosen to be bearers of an address from that General Conference 
to this. When selected for this mission, I felt grateful that I was 
counted worthy and competent to perform such a work; yet I may 
truly and safely say, that among those by whom I was elected 
there were some much better qualified by endowment and experi- 
ence, by labor and years, by a¢quirement and pious merit. But it 
often happens in human organizations that the demerit of society 
becomes the credit of the individual, for the elected are not always 
the most worthy or competent. Still, being preferred, Jam happy 
to be present in this notable assembly, and discharge the task in- 
trusted to me. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church in Canada is now in a healthy 
and prosperous condition. ‘his Church has struggled Oy and 
faithfully for a proper recognition, both in Canada and the United 
States, and, thanks to a kind Providence, that has been granted, and 
we now seek to ascénd a step higher by asking for equalization. For 

ears we were called a Yankee Church, a nate that is now grow- 
Ing in acceptance and favor even in Canada, so that our enemies 
cease now to callus that by-name. Because we were Methodist 
Episcopal, having the same doctrines, Church polity, and ‘usuges as 
you, we were called Yankees, ind from that we were jtidged to be 
disloyal to our‘ country—an inference far from the truth. Meth- 
odism, neither in spirit nor design, seeks to alienate subjects from 
their allegiance. But, ‘on the other hand, it is pre-eminently true 
that the teachings and influence of Methodism are in favor of law, 
order, and obedience. This the Government and citizens of Canada 
now understand. This sequence of our own experience in this 
matter gave us quiet in days past, confidence now, and hope for 
the future. For though the Governments of our country and yours 
at times were sore and fretful one to the other, yet the Methodists 
in each land knew that war would not and could not be. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church in ‘Canada is fast improving, 
consolidating, and enlarging. The previsions of our laboring and 
self-sacrificing fathers are realizations of this day. Our member- 
ship is about twenty-one thousand; ministers, two hundred and 
twenty-five; adherents, one hundred thousand. In the Sabbath- 
School Department we are putting forth increasing and successful 
efforts. Our Book Room and printing establishment in the city 
of Hamilton is becoming a power for gieat good. Agreeably to 
and with the design of Methodism we have begun to educate our 
people. We have in successful operation a female college, named 
Alexandra, It is at Belleville, Ontario, at which place we have 


1872.] Address of Rev. Joseph Wild, D.D. 527 


also our noble and useful University, Albert College. In this 
department of Church enterprise we have been abundantly blessed 
and prospered during the past few years. This past year we have 
established a theological school, which in its very beginning 
promises well for the future. In missionary enterprise we are do- 
ing as much as we can according to men and means. Our country 
is fast enlarging and settling, especially in the North-west and 
Red River. To go up and possess this new land, I am sorry to 
say, at present we are not able. But we earnestly hope that it 
may please the Methodist Episcopal Church in the States to send 
missionaries there to take possession of this country in the name 
of Episcopal Methodism, for the immigration there, too, is of old- 
country people and Americans, with a sprinkling of Canadians. 
It is our opinion in Canada that, outside of your own country, 
there is not a more worthy and inviting mission field. Episcopal 
‘Methodism should be one. Mr. Wesley’s mission field was the 
world, and the instrument or Church polity suited to this great 
field was the Episcopal form. Methodism in her very beginning 
was a divine impulse, a providential opening, and an earnest and 
holy human application. With this form of Church government we 
are satisfied even without any modification. It has been marvel- 
ously adapted to your great and growing country. God has done 
wonders through this system, and we have faith that he will bless 
this system in the Dominion of Canada. Many things that were 
against us are now becoming wholesome and agreeable as ‘the 
country enlarges, because of the adaptive nature ‘of this system. 
Of the nine Methodist bodies in ‘Canada, five have already an 
Episcopal form of government—namely, the Methodist Episcopal 
Church of Canada, the Methodist Episcopal Church of British 
North America, the Independent Methodist Episcopal Church, the 
Evangelical Association, and the United Brethren. These bodies 
all have Bishops. The last three are common ‘to both Canada and 
the United States, and the other two are confined to the Dominion 
alone; and some of the other bodies are preparing to change their 
polity from the Presbyterian form of government to that of ‘the 
Episcopal, for so said the Rev. ‘G. R. Sanderson, the honored dele- 
gate from the Wesleyan Methodists, who told you last Saturday in 
‘this address that they expected next year to be divided into Annual 
Conferences, and to soon have a General Oonference of their own. 
We may safely say that the sons of Wesley will do well to follow 
his advice, and accept the organization that Providence provided 
through him for this continent. 
It is hard for any one to pre-say what the probable destiny of 
this continent will be, politically or religiously ; still we are bound 
to say that Episcopal Methodism seems all-sufficient and efficient 
to evangelize the whole. It alone can compass by its organization 
the whole land. The great barrier to Methodist union between 
the several bodies in Canada has been the unwillingness of other 
bodies to admit Episcopacy, and our firm conviction to keep and 
maintain the same. We have Bishops, Presiding Elders, Ordained 
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Elders, and Deacons. The Wesleyan New Connection, Primitive, 
and Bible Christian Methodists have not. Only one order of min- 
istry is recognized by these bodies. We are willing to admit Lay 
Delegation, but not to yield Episcopacy, if these bodies were free 
from the several English Conferences, of which as yet they form a 
part; for I speak guardedly when I say that the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in Canada would prefer a union with the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in the United States rather than with these bodies 
in their present relation. We boldly and freely accept the famous 
Monroe Doctrine in part—America for Americans. Both politic- 
ally and religiously we are getting jealous of England’s interter- 
ence with us in Canada. The public sentiment is rapidly changing 
in favor of independence for Church and State, without any iiter- 
ference from Europe. And this very change is in our favor as a 
Church—for we have been independent since set off from you in 
1828. We have been a Church free from any foreign control—we 
are purely Canadian. Hence, as the Canadian sentiment grows 
and purifies, so do we in public favor and acceptance. If we are 
in debt, it is to the Methodist Episcopal Church of the United 
States, for of them we came and were planted. Our first three 
Bishops were Americans, yet true to Canadian interests; many 
of our old ministers belonged to the Church when it was common 
to both countries, and some even wish it were so again. Last year 
the Rev. D. Culp died: he went out to travel in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in America in 1811, and was ordained by Bishop 
M’Kendree in 1815. In such men our identity was well defined 
and undeniable. At present our Church and yours are so alike 
that it will prove very hurtful to us, because it is only equal to a 
transfer for a minister to move from the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Canada to the Methodist Episcopal Church in the States, 
This last twelve years, of my knowledge, some fifty-three preachers 
have left us for you; while, in return, we have received, to stay 
with us, some four of yours, There have moved in the same time 
of members, from us to your country, some seven thousand, 
‘The oneness of the two Methodist Episcopal Churches in senti- 
ment is easily detected in Canada by common expressions and 
actions. Many of our people call your Church our Church, and 
your Church journals are freely circulated among us, as well as 
your Book Room literature. 
At our last General Conference a resolution was passed that we 
elect a Bishop from the parent body in the United States, and it is 
_on our books yet; and so eager were the supporters of this motion 
that they laid hands upon one of your honored ministers and were 
bound to make him Bishop pertorce; yes, they actually elected 
him by a large majority, against his own will, and still he refused 
to become one of us in that relation, We ask your sympathy and 
prayers, for when death visited your Episcopal bench we prayed 
for and sorrowed with you. Great men were slain, indeed; yet 
victory was theirs. We have lost a Bishop since last General 
Conference, the good and faithful Philander Smith, D.D. Your 
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delegates sent to our General Conference encouraged us much; 
their presence was healthful; they did much service. We trust 
you will visit us again in like manner by favoring us with another 
delegation. 


30.—<Journal, page 206. 
ADDRESS OF REV. MICHAEL BENSON. 


Bishops AND Honorep Faruers anp Breruren: We come 
here before you_to-day in the bonds of Christianity, in the great 
brotherhood of Methodism, and in the closer bonds of Methodist 
Episcopal Methodism. We come indulging in the assurance that 
we, with ease, step into the tie of sympathy so generally known 
among Methodists. We come feeling that we step easily into the 
affections of hearts ever warm, ever interested in the Church from 
which we bear our friendly greetings. 

Dr. Wild has already very pleasantly alluded to this, and in the 
address which is before you this same feeling is entertained. Al- 
low me simply to say that we have tried Methodist Episcopacy, 
not simply because of a similarity of name between ourselves and 
you, but because we think it is of divine authenticity, and because 
of its work of faith. We preserve carefully all the features of that 
Episcopacy : the executive, the Presiding Eldership, have*been cher- 
ished carefully among us; we esteem, we cherish these distinctive 
features of our Church, and we expect to perform the great work 
which has been committed to us. 

The simple matter of unification of all Methodist branches in one 
is like a feeling hand thrown out into the darkness of the future, 
but what the result may be is a matter still in question. The resolu- 
tion which came up a few moments ago in regard to the consolida- 
tion into one body of all the branches of Methodism is but fore- 
shadowing an event which we would gladly hail. Our hearts are 
ready to beat first in the interest of this great question, and our 
steps will be well timed in such a march for the dissemination of 
religious truth. : 

I may say that there is at the present time among us in Canada 
an increasing tendency to utilize every element of strength, more 
so than at any former time. In our sermons we are becoming 
more practical than ever before, we are more than ever attached to 
the old doctrines of Methodism, and we are studying more dili- 
gently to teach all these doctrines to our people, and apply them 
to the great practical purposes of life. It is a fact with us—I pre- 
sume it is so here—that the preaching of the doctrines of Meth- 
odism is the very best way for the promotion of revivals and true 
religion; we realize it as such, and rejoice in it. We feel that we 
have a goodly. heritage. Notwithstanding there may have been 
some jealousies and bickering in ie past, all these are removed, 
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and we are determined, as faithful stewards, to cultivate a fair 
portion of the vineyard of the Master. We rejoicein your prosper- 
ity, and we feel assured that we have your interest im ours. 
thank you for the time we occupy in coming before you, and trust 
that we shall ever stand together around the great central Power of 
our holy Christianity, and, with warm hearts, say of our Redeem- 
er, “Thou art worthy: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to 
God by thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
and nation.” May these glorious hopes be fully realized ! 


—_——$_<<$0-_—_ 


3 1 . Journal, page 401. 
REPLY TO THE CONFERENCE. 


To rHe BrsHors AND MrempBrrs oF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 
or THE Merruopisr EriscopaL Caurcu In CANADA. 


Faruers AND Brerpren: At the session of the General Con- 
ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States, 
held in Brooklyn in May, 1872, we received, among many others, 
your brotherly Christian salutations. The various members of the 
great Methodist family have long been in the habit of interchang- 
ing with each other these periodical greetings. It will please you 
to learn that the General Assembly of the Presbyterians, so long 
divided and now so happily united, sent to our General Confer- 
ence a distinguished deputation, bearing their fraternal regards, 
It is a beautiful and welcome sign of the growing catholicity of 
the age that Protestant bodies, even those of the same name, that 
so long and so jealously stood apart from each other, are now 
drawn together by the cords of fraternity. We desire on this oc- 
casion to return with interest your hearty congratulations in the 
measure of success granted by Almighty God to our various labors. 
We are gratified, but not unduly flattered, we humbly trust, by 
your kindly mention of our labors. 

We also rejoice in your works and their abundant fruits, your 
evangelical preaching, your accumulation of material means, and 
your successful direction of the spiritual forces placed at human 
command by our kind heavenly Father for the regeneration of the; 
world. We rejoice in your material and spiritual growth, your 
rapid increase in churches, parsonages, schools, and facilities. for 
higher education. It is needless for us to recount to you our own 
advance in this direction. Elegant churches are springing up 
throughout all our borders, and colleges and literary institutions: 
are being richly endowed with unprecedented rapidity. Revivals 
of religion are as common and as widé-spread as ever before, and 
we are endeavoring, both preachers and people, “to mind the same 
things and walk by the same rules” observed by the fathers, 

The next notable feature of our session in 1872 was the incor- 
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poration of the lay element into the supreme general council of the 
Church. The measure is experimental. It has wrought well thus 
far, the laity and clergy sitting and deliberating together harmont- 
ously. We trust that future years will demonstrate the wisdom 
of the measure, and that it will eventuate to the good of the Church 
and the glory of God. Our General Superintendency, weakened 
by the death of four incumbents since the General Conference of 
1868, has again been strengthened by the election and ordination 
of eight of the most talented and pious men among us. Questions 
of radical change were agitated during our session, such as mak- 
ing Presiding Elders elective and greatly reducing their number, of 
omitting the ordination of Bishops, districting. their work, and 
giving equal rank in office to Book Agents and to Missionary Sec- 
retaries. Some of these changes were adopted, but our’ usual 
motto is, “ Hasten slowly ;” we inquire after the old landmarks, 
and adhere to a wise and just conservatism. We are by no means 
afraid of changes. It is the soul and essence of progress. The 
vital principle of Methodism from the beginning has been adapta- 
tion—using all appliances—rejecting nothing new simply because 
it is new, retaining nothing old simply because it is old. We try 
to advance with the age, and to make the multiform machinery of 
modern times subserve the cause of truth and the glory of God. 

The visits and addresses of your representatives, especially of 
your venerable superintendent, Bishop Richardson, afforded us 
high gratification. It were not, perhaps, too much to hope that, ere 
another four years shall elapse, the various Methodist brotherhoods 
of Canada shall have melted into one, and that we in the United 
States shall have followed your glorious example, so that the one 
united Methodism of the United States shall receive but a single 
fraternal deputation from the one united Methodism of Canada 
Such a consummation were devoutly to be hoped and prayed for 
in behalf of the Church, both nations, and a perishing world. It 
is high time that Christian Churches turned upon the strongholds 
of sin those batteries that have been so long leveled at each other. 

We have appointed Rev. Moses Hill and Rev. Homer Eaton to 
bear our fraternal greetings to you. 


METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH. 


32.— Journal, page 246. 


ADDRESS OF KEV. JOHN J. MURRAY, D.D. 


Mr. PrestpEnt AND Breraren: It is a great gratification to me to 
appear to-day in the presence of this venerable and honorable body 
of ministers and laymen, representing, as you do, one of the great 
branches of the Church in this land ; and though I could wish that 


532 Journal of the General Conference. [1872. 


some one more worthy and better able than myself were here, I 
will not attempt to conceal the fact that I feel highly honored, not 
only in being the representative of the Methodist Protestant 
Church, but also in standing before this august body. 

Four years ago it pleased you to appoint commissioners to con- 
fer with other Methodist bodies in respect to the question of union. 
Several of that commission appeared before the General Confer- 
ence of the Methodist Protestant Church in 1870, it being then in 
session in the city of Baltimore. Just forty years before that time 
the Methodist Protestant Church was organized in the same city 
of Baltimore by a convention composed of ministers and laymen 
then met in council. And here you will pardon me if I indulge in 
an historical reminiscence, as it may be necessary for me to do so 
in order to define more accurately what we consider to be the re- 
lation of our Church to the parent body. The members of the 
Methodist Protestant Church now living, and the fathers who have 
gone on before to the better land, never regarded our Church as 
the result of a secession from the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Opinions differ upon this subject, but we have learned from our 
fathers that in the reform movement, which was in progress fifty 
years ago, they never contemplated a separation from the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. They were Methodists, and sincerely 
attached to the Methodist Church, and it was their sincere desire 
to live and die in its communion. But controversy arose, and 
discussion waxed warm, and many things were said that had bet- 
ter have been unsaid, and it ended in the expulsion from the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church of a number of ministers and laymen. It 
is true that after their expulsion the General Conference offered to 
receive them back again upon certain conditions, but they deemed 
the conditions such that compliance with them would be incon- 
sistent with their Christian manhood, and they therefore felt them- 
selves compelled to proceed to the organization of a separate 
Church. 

They endeavored, however, to maintain kind feelings toward 
those from whom they had been separated. It was, therefore, 
matter of sincere congratulation when, two years ago, the com- 
missioners of the Methodist Episcopal Church appeared at our 
General Conference with the request, that our branch of the 
Church should do what she could toward drawing more closely 
together the sundered members of the great Methodist body. 

You have heard the response of our General Conference to the 
overtures of those commissioners in the extracts from our journal 
which has been read in your hearing, and I am here to-day, in 
obedience to the behest of that body, to bring you that response, 
and I need hardly assure you that I enter upon this duty with my 
whole heart. : 

I congratulate you to-day upon your history. Your record is 
an honorable record. You do not claim infallibility, and you will 
neither expect nor wish me to say to-day that no mistakes have 
ever been made by you; but when I think of what this Method- 
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ist Episcopal Church has done, how you have preached the Gospel 
not only in the city full, but through all the land, and upon the 
remotest frontiers of this great country, and how you have sent 
your heralds to other lands, and blessed with the Gospel the 
islands of the sea; when I think of the thousands who have gone 
to glory, and the thousands more who now are on their way there 
through your instrumentality, how can I refrain from congratu- 
lating you upon your history? I congratulate you, then, upon your 
glorious successes. You have spread all over this continent, and, 
not content with this, you have gone to distant Asia and far-off 
Africa, and made glad the islands that lie between with the pres- 
ence of your missionaries and the Gospel, and I rejoice to know 
that you have representatives upon this floor to-day from those 
remote fields. 

I congratulate you also upon your prospects. Your forces are 
increasing here at home, and multiplying away over the ocean 
and upon the islands of the sea. Every-where the way seems 
opening before you, and your future is bright with promise. 

And I congratulate you upon your power. I know that the 
possession of great power involves great responsibility in those 
who have it. I know also that it is a featful thing to contemplate 
a Church wielding such power as yours unless that Church be 
oe and guided by the Spirit of Christ; but I see that the 

aster is with you, and I trust he will be ever with you, making 
your ministratious in the future, as in the past, only more abun- 
dantly, an honored agency in the advancement of the interests of 
humanity and the glory of God. 

I congratulate you also upon the presence of laymen in your 
present assembly. But the pleasure I experience in appearing 
before you is marred somewhat by the non-appearance of my col- 
league, the Hon. George Vickers, whose duties in the United 
States Senate keep him away from this place to-day. J am sure 
that the experiment which you have inaugurated will prove satis- 
factory in its workings, and that in future days, as you look back 
upon what you have done, you will thank God that by his Spirit 
and providence you were directed to the making of this change in 
your economy. 

A tew words now in regard to the progress of the Church 
which I represent. I think I may say of her as the Saviour, by 
fhe pen of the Revelator, said of the Church of Philadelphia, 
“Thou hast a little strength.” Iam sure that I can say that we 
have kept the word of the adorable Saviour, and that we ‘‘ have 
not denied the faith.” Our Church is a witness for Christ—a 
witness for his essential divinity, and for his real humanity. And 
we have had prosperity. We have not been without our troubles. 
You have had a representative upon this floor from the “ Meth- 
odist? Church, which is a secession from our body ; but notwith- 
standing all our trials, God has been with us and has favored us 
with prosperity. : ; ie 

In reference to the matter of union, I will say that we all desire 
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to preserve the “unity of the Spirit in the bonds of peace ;” and 
in this, as in all other things, I pray that you may be actuated in the 
future, as in the past, by the Holy Spirit, and be made a thousand 
times more a blessing than ever before. Our Conference, as you 
have seen from the extracts of our journal read before you, pro- 
poses to unite with you in the foreign missionary work. I am 
sorry that we have done so little in this direction, but we are 
doing something, and I may say that one of our Churches in Bal- 
timore is co-operating with your Woman’s Foreign Missionary 
Society. 

In regard to corporate union, there is a variety of sentiment 
among us. Some of our ministers and people believe that Christ’s 
kingdom can be better promoted by our separate existence than 
by organic unity. Others believe that the differences that sep- 
arate us are so small that Providence indicates that we should 
come together; and I may say that, in the opinion of not a few of 
us, this is a consummation most devoutly to be wished. Never- 
theless there are practical difficulties in the way, and the wisdom 
to remove them seems not yet to have been given. We will do 
nothing toward preventing their removal, and I hope we shall all 
contribute our united strength toward removing them as speedily 
as possible, so that if it shall be the will of God that we, who are 
already one in doctrine, and one in heart and sympathy, and one 
in hope of everlasting life, shall ultimately become one in organi- 
zation, there may be found nothing in the way of that consumma- 
tion. Thanking you for your kind attention, I have now only to 
bid you an affectionate adieu. 





AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL ZION CHURCH. 
33.—Journal, page 246, 


LETTER FROM BISHOP SINGLETON P. JONES, REV. GEORGE 
H. WASHINGTON, AND REY. SAMUEL SHERMAN, 


® 

To tHe Bisuors AND DELEGATES OF THE GENERAL CONTFER- 

ENCE OF THE Metuopist Episcopan Cuurcu AsSsEMBLED IN 
Brooxtyrn, N. Y. 


Curistian Bretaren: We have been delegated by the Gen- 
eral Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, 
sitting in New York, to convey to you its Christian greetings, 
and to inform you of the present attitude of that Church on the 
subject of affiliation and union as proposed by us in 1868. We 
beg leave respectfully to thank your reverend body for the cordial 
manner and generous spirit in which our proposal was met and 
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entertained, as also for the distinguished consideration with 
which our delegate was received by your body at its last session. 
We sensibly appreciate the respect shown our Church in the 
distinguished character of the commission appointed by you 
to conduct the negotiations for union with the commission ap- 
pointed on our part; and we desire here to bear grateful testi- 
mony to the uniformly kind, patient, and Christian bearing and 
action of said commission pending these negotiations. The 
mutual spirit of accommodation and agreement which character- 
ized the proceedings of the joint meeting of these commissions 
in 1869 inspired the hope that the work of unification, so far at 
least as these Churches were concerned, would be happily con- 
summated during your present sitting. We regret to say, how- 
ever, that a wide-spread disaffection, originating, as we fear, in a 
willful misrepresentation of the commendable objects mutually 
sought to be attained by friends of the proposed union in both 
Churches, now exists among the membership, and more particu- 
larly the ministry, of the Church we represent, precluding, for the 
present at least, the possibility of the consummation of the union 
mm any manner which is likely to prove satisfactory to either 
body. We most respectfully ask, therefore, that further negotia- 
tions may be stayed until pending efforts with a view to har- 
mony in our own ranks shall have been exhausted, or develop- 
ments shall warrant further action. And we pray that, in any 
event, the mutual feelings of friendship and fraternal regard 
heretofore existing between us as parts of the great family of the » 
Redeemer may be perpetuated. 

Signed in behalf of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church in General Conference assembled, New York, May 3, 
1872. S. T. Jonus, 

Gro. H. Wasuineron, + Committee. 
SAMUEL SHERMAN, 


GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE EVANGELICAL 
ASSOCIATION IN AMERICA. 


384,—dJournal, page 308. 
ADDRESS OF THE CONFERENCE. 


To ruz GeneraL CONFERENCE OF THE Mernopist EPpiscopan 
CuurcH, GREETING: 


REVEREND AND DEAR Fatruers AND Breturen: Having received 
through the delegation commissioned by you to visit the General 
Conference of the Evangelical Association the fraternal greetings 
and expressions of regard of your honorable and reverend body, 
we feel it a privilege to give expression to a reciprocity of feeling 
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toward the Bishops and members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and the influential body you represent. 

The brethren, R. Dubs, J. Young, and T. Bowman, are hereby 
declared our accredited delegates to convey to you these our fra- 
ternal greetings. Praying God that he may bless your delibera- 
tions, and that they may redound to his glory, accept our assurances 
of great esteem and sincere brotherly love. 

Given at the session of our. General Conference, at Naperville, 
Illinois, October 24, 1871. a ee | Presidents. 

J. YEAKEL, Secretary. 


35.—Journal, page 308. 
ADDRESS OF REY. R. DUBS. 


Mr. PresipenT AND REVEREND FaTHERS AND BRETHREN: Four 
years ago, at your General Conference in Chicago, I had the honor 
to be a member of a delegation appointed to convey to your Gen- 
eral Conference the fraternal greetings of the Evangelical Associa- 
tion. It affords me great pleasure to appear before you again 
with my esteemed colleague, Rev. Thomas Bowman, in the same 
capacity. 

At our General Conference, held last October in Naperville, 
Illinois, we had the pleasure to receive a delegation from your 
General Conference, headed by the distinguished Dr. Nast, which 
assured us of your love and friendship, and declared that a delega- 
tion to this body would be gladly received. 

We believe in the importance and obligations of cultivating, 
upon the most extended and comprehensive principle, whole-hearted 
catholicity and communion of saints with all who love our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but we feel that there are spiritual affinities which 
constitute special attraction between the Methodist Episcopal 
Church and the Evangelical Association. We are one in faith, 
one in holy and lofty aspirations, one in the noble and unconquer- 
able purpose of the ministry to preach to our fellow-men a present 
and full salvation. 

We believe we share in the special mission of Methodism to 
spread scriptural holiness over the land. Our ministry are zealous 
in preaching this distinguishing doctrine of Wesleyan theology, 
and feel that the success of our work depends, after all, upon the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost and the preservation of that spiritual 
power which characterized the founders of your and our Church. 
The result of this is seen, by the blessing of God, upon all the 
fields of our labor, and in the extension of our work. God has 
given us signal success in the execution of the mission that has 
been committed to us, so that we have innumerable reasons to 
thank God and take courage. 
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Our membership numbers nearly eighty thousand; we have 
fourteen Annual Conferences, twelve in the United States, one in 
Canada, and one in Germany and Switzerland. Two of these are 
almost entirely English, and several others largely so. 

Our missionary contributions average eighty cents per member. 
Many new churches are erected, and our educational and publish- 
ing interests are receiving a larger share of attention from our 
membership than heretofore. We anticipate great results in the 
future. 

Whether the fraternization so auspiciously begun will ultimate- 
ly lead to an organic union between yout Church and ours we 
cannot tell. This fact, however, is clear to our minds, that if it is 
the Lord’s will we may confidently expect its accomplishment. 
Suffice it for the present that we are already so intimately united 
with each other that there is no room left for distrust or jealousies. 

With great joy and admiration we observe your zeal and deter- 
mination to fulfill the high mission with which the great Head of 
the Church has intrusted you. Your work has almost a world- 
wide extension. Methodism is designed and destined to be as 
ecumenical as Christianity, for it is “Christianity in earnest.” 
The influence of Methodism is especially observable among the 
Germans. Many of our German countrymen, who were formerly 
greatly prejudiced against Methodism, respect it now for its devo- 
tion and disinterestedness in the propagation of the saving doctrines 
of Christ among all classes of people. Its compact Church organ- 
ization, the masterly manner in which it wields its great power, 
and the consummate skill displayed in devising and executing its 
plans, have awakened the hope in many German lovers of truth 
that a great spiritual reformation will be the result of the introduc- 
tion of Methodism in the Old Fatherland. Along the beautiful 
river Rhine and among the majestic Alps in Switzerland the doc- 
trines of Wesley are preached with burning tongues, and in rapt- 
urous strains the old soul-stirring hymns of Methodism are sung, 
which gladden the heart of many. German erudition learns a great 
lesson from the earnest, practical piety of your and our Church. 
German Idealism united and blended with American Realism and 
consecrated to Jesus will produce wonderful results. 

In conclusion, let me assure you again of the hearty and sincere 
affection of our Church. Your conflicts are our conflicts, your sor- 
sows are our sorrows, and your victories are our victories. Dur- 
ing the last quadrennium four of your highly-esteemed and beloved 
Bishops have been called home to glory, and we have had to weep 
over the loss of our senior Bishop, the much esteemed Rev. Joseph 
Long, and the death of the Rev. John Dreisbach, one of the found- 
ers of our Church, who was so intimately acquainted with the 
sainted Bishop Asbury. 

What the next four years may bring we cannot tell. The 
thought, however, that God reigns gives us the assurance that 
truth and right will finally triumph, and Christ’s kingdom over all 


prevail. 
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36.—Jou rnal, page 308, 


ADDRESS OF REV. T. BOWMAN. 


Mr. PresipENnt, AND Honored Faruers AND Bretaren: I know 
that your time is exceedingly valuable, and as the object of 
our coming to you has been already set before you by my col- 
league, I will only take time to say that, as men and Christians, 
and as representatives of the Church from which we come, we 
most heartily wish you God-speed in the accomplishment of your 
great mission. We trust and pray that your future history may 
be as glorious, yea, much more so, than the past has been, for it is 
our sincere desire that the glorious Methodistic doctrine of the 
Bible, which teaches a present and full and free salvation by faith 
in Christ Jesus, may be spread over the whole earth. 

I will only add that I feel quite confident that our next General 
Conference, which is to meet in the city of Philadelphia in the fall 
of 1875, will feel itself highly honored and be greatly pleased to 
receive fraternal delegates from this body; and if we may not im- 
mediately become one denominationally, I trust that we may con- 
tinue to be one in doctrine, one in faith, one in our great work, 
and one in sympathy here, and at last may be one in the realms 
of eternal glory. 


BAPTIST CHURCH. 


3'7.— Journal, page 333, 


THE REV. DR. GILLETTE AND REY. DR. DUNN, 


Representing the American Baptist Home Missionary Society, were 
introduced to the Conference, when Rev. Dr. Gillette said: 

Mr. PresipENt aND BRETHREN, representatives of one of the 
largest, if not the largest, denomination in the land, I bring with 
me from the denomination which I represent, which is nearly equal 
to your own in numbers, our heartfelt Christian salutations, and 
greet you as brethren beloved in the Lord, a people of whom the 
world has need, and whom God hath called into the world on a 
mission which has been like that of no other denomination that 
has ever been known in the great Christian family. While your 
picket guards have been out upon the extreme frontier, at the 
same time you have strengthened yourselves in the center, aud you 
have become a great power in the land and in the world. That 
_heart must lack the essential elements of Christianity that does not 
say, “ All hail to the Methodist Church!” This is no time for 
long addresses. I must say one word with reference to my stand- 
ing here with only one of my brethren, when there were seven 
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appointed on the Committee, representing seven different States. 
Other duties have called them away. While I with my brother 
stand here, I feel that I stand here with a million of my brethren ; 
and you will accept me as representing them. I thank you for 
this reception. I trust God will bless you and us and all who are 
Christians, and make us serviceable to the end for which he called 
us into the field, until names which now distinguish us shall be 
absorbed in that Name which is above every name, and Christ be 
all in all. 

Dr. Dunn, co-delegate, said : 

I have been called upon to greet you as the representative of our 
denomination in the great West. It is with great pleasure that I 
see such a body of active Christian workers before me. I rejoice in 
the triumphs of the Christian faith and the progress of the Chris- 
tian religion which you represent. I rejoice in the fact that I see 
such a strong force to go beyond the Mississippi, and rear the 
standard of the cross, and gather bands of disciples until they find 
their way to the land of rest. West of the Mississippi is a greater 
country than all France. Napoleon in his proudest day could 
take a territory sufficient to make an empire as large as his own, 
and there would be left enough territory to make a State larger 
than Massachusetts, the population within which is increasing with 
great rapidity. One hundred and fifty thousand within the past 
sixteen months have gone into the State of lowa, and while I throw 
my eye over that vast field, it is with pleasure that, I look over 
this body to see the men who will labor for the progress of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom. I extend to you my earnest congratulations. 
We shall extend to you a: hearty welcome in that field. When 
the labor of lite is ended, and names shall be no more remembered, 
that we may meet in a greater body, in a more glorious gathering 
beyond, is the prayer of your humble servant. 


eee 


METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN FOOCHOW, 
; CHINA. 


38 ,—dournal, page 331. 


ADDRESS OF THE NATIVE CHURCH. 


Tur members of the Methodist Episcopal. Church within the 
Fookien Province, China, assembled in the Annual Meeting at 
Fooching City, desire very respectfully to send their Christian sal- 
utations, wishing peace and myriads of blessings to the Bishops, 
Elders, and Laity of the General Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in the United States of America. We have been, 
made partakers of the wonderful love of God, which induced him 
to send his only begotten Son into the world to make an atone- 
ment for the sins of all men, and provide a way of salvation for 
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the human race. Truly, the love of God passeth all understanding. 
Great, also, has been the love of the members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, who have contributed of their substance, and 
some of whom have given their lives, to proclaim the precious 
doctrines to the people of China. The missionaries you have sent 
forth have preached to us the glorious Gospel, so that, through 
grace, we have been led to repent of our sins, to abandon idolatry, 
and to receive the regeneration of the Holy Ghost, by which we 
now rejoice in hope of eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
We, therefore, the Elders, Deacons, Preachers, and Laity of the 
Church in China, desire to send our most hearty salutations and 
thanks to all the members of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
the United States of America. 

We are now trying to form a Church in China on the basis of 
God’s word, and in accordance with the Discipline of the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church in America, and we earnestly solicit your 
prayers in our behalf, that God would vouchsafe to us the Holy 
Spirit to enable us to accomplish this important undertaking. 
Hitherto we have received most opportune aid from the Missionary 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, for which we beg to 
express our most sincere thanks, grieving only that we are not able 
to make you any suitable return for such great kindness. We 
have now initiated measures for placing our Churches, as soon as 
practicable, on a self-supporting basis, and we have arranged that 
in the older portions of our work the assistance received from the 
Missionary Society shall annually decrease, while the contributions 
from the native Churches shali annually increase. Our members, 
however, are poor, and many of them not fully established in the 
Christian faith, so that for the present we are compelled to solicit 
i continuance of the aid we have heretofore received from the 
Missionary Society. Our sincere desire is, that within a few years 
our Churches may become self-supporting. We hope, also, that in 
due time we may be able to organize a Missionary Society in China 
to aid in spreading the Gospel throughout Mongolia, Corea, Japan, 
and other heathen countries, so that the people of those lands may 
be brought to accept Jesus Christ as their only Saviour, to cast 
away their idols, and to unite with us in loving and serving the 
one living and true God. 

But while the financial aid from the Missionary Society is annu- 
ally diminishing, it is by no means our purpose or wish to sever the 
Church relations which bind us to you; on the contrary, we desire 
that the bonds which now unite us may with each sueceeding 
year grow stronger and stronger, so that, while we establish the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in China, we may with you forever 
constitute one body. 

Two years ago we were favored with a visit from the late Bish- 
op Kingsley, who labored incessantly to instruct us; and we, day 
and night, remember his instructions. Some of us he ordained to 
the oftice of Elder, others of us to the office of Deacon; but our 
talents are inferior, our ability poor—how can we discharge such 
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important duties? It is our earnest desire that two years hence 
we may enjoy the privilege of receiving another official visit from 
a Bishop, believing that it will be of the greatest benefit to us all. 
This is our sincere desire. 

In conclusion, we beg to state that, according to the statistics re- 
ported at our late annual meeting, we now have connected with 
our Churches—members, 1,009; probationers, 653 ; baptized chil- 
dren, 260; preachers, 68, (Signed) 

Elders: Hu Po Mi, Hu Yung Mi, Ling Ching Ting, Sia Sek 
Ong. Deacons: Li Yu Mi, Yek Ing Kwang. Preachers, 
(unordained): Sia Lieng Li, Tang King Tung. Exhorters: 
Sia Kai Lwang, Hu Hui Huo. Class-leaders: Lau Ing Sing, 
Tiong Wak Chwi. Members: Ting Ang, Wong Hieng Tung. 


Foocuow, Cuina, November 6, 1871; 
Tung Chi, 10th Year, 9th Moon, 24th Day. 


AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


39.—sJournal, page 394. 


LETTER TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


To tHe MemBers oF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE AFRI- 
can Meruopist Episcopat CaurcH, Now IN SESSION IN Nasu- 
VILLE, TENN. 


Dear Bretaren: The members of the General Conference of the 
Methodist. Episcopal Church, in session in Brooklyn, N. Y., send 
you their Christian salutations, and take this method of expressing 
more fully their deep interest in your success as a Church, and in 
the prosperity which has attended you in the past, and pray that 
your deliberations may be attended with great unanimity, and 
that the great Head of the Church may vouchsafe to you that 
wisdom to guide in all your proceedings, to the end that your 
prosperity in the future may be greatly increased. 

We rejoice in the success which God has granted you in the 
past, in your increase in members, in the widening of your field of 
labor, in your advancement in educational enterprises, in the evi- 
dent increase of your financial strength, in the success of your 
publication, interests, and in the general increase of your Church 
in power and usefulness. 

We give thanks to God for your prosperity, for we are confi- 
dent you are engaged in the work of our common Lord, and be- 
cause our hearts’ desire is to see this work spread all over the 
earth. Yet we will not refrain from expressing our gratification 
at the fact that we recognize m your success the progress of our 
common Methodism. , 
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We remember that we are one in doctrine, discipline, and 
Church government ; that your success is but another demonstra- 
tion that Methodism is eminently calculated to spread scriptural 
holiness over these lands. 

We have cause for thanksgiving that God has also blessed the 
labor of our hands. Prosperity has attended both our home and 
foreign work, so that truly we can say “ What hath God wrought!” 
God has blessed our labors among the colored people in the South. 
We have aided in furnishing them schools for their instruction in 
natural science, and have not been unmindful of their spiritual 
interests. In this work we know you deeply sympathize, and we 
trust that the time is not far distant when this peuple will be pre- 
pared to occupy, with credit to themselves and profitably to 
others, any position in the Church or State to which the voice of 
God or the people may call them. 

And now, dear brethren, we desire to express what we know is 
the prevailing desire among all Christians, that there may be a 
closer union between all branches of the Church of God; and to 
us a closer union between all the branches of the Methodistic 
family seems especially desirable. We think this would increase 
our power against our common enemies, diminish our jealousies, 
and tend to establish between us the unity of the Spirit in the 
bonds of peace. It may be that we are not ready to enter into 
organic union now, but this should receive that prayerful consid- 
eration which its importance demands; and we trust that we are 
ready to draw closer together in the fellowship of the Gospel and 
rejoicing in each other’s success in the work of helping to conquer. 
the world for Christ. Praying that the blessings of the triune 
God may be richly poured upon you, filling you with joy and 
peace in the Holy Ghost, and making you abundantly successful 
in your work and labor of love, we remain, your brethren in 
Christ. 

Brooxiyn, May 22, 1872. 


BOOK CONCERN. 


40 .—sournal, page 146. 
REPORT OF THE AGENTS AT NEW YORK, 


Reverend Faruers AnD Breraren: In presenting this our Quad- 
rennial Report, we would first of all recognize that gracious Provi- 
dence which has watched over us and all the appointees of the 
General Conference connected with the Concern, and render to 
him devout and grateful praise for all his mercies toward us. 

For the administration of the past four years and the present 
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condition of the Concern we respectfully ask your attention to the 
following particulars, namely : 


Rear Estat. 


At the last General Conference a Commission was appointed 
with power to expend any sum not exceeding one million dollars 
($1,000,000) in the purchase of real estate for the use of the Book 
Concern, Missionary Society, and other connectional institutions 
in the city of New York, and to raise the money by loan or other- 
wise. 

In accordance with this authority, the said Commission, in the 
spring of 1869, purchased a property on the corner of Broadway 
and Eleventh-street at a cost of nine hundred thousand dollars, 
($900,000,) three fourths (?) of which is owned by the Book Con- 
cern, and cost, including forty-two thousand nine hundred and 
four dollars and thirteen cents ($42,904 13) for finishing and fitting 
up for use, seven hundred and seventeen thousand nine hundred 
and four dollars and thirteen cents, ($717,904 13.) The other one 
fourth () is owned by the Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and cost, when completed and ready for use, 
two hundred and thirty-two thousand four hundred and fifty-two 
dollars and forty-nine cents, ($232,452 49,) making the total cost 
of the building and lots nine hundred and fifty thousand three 
hundred and fifty-six dollars and sixty-two cents, ($950,356 62.) 

After reserving sufficient space for Book Concern, Missionary 
Society, and other connectional purposes — such as rooms for 
wholesaling and retailing books and periodicals, mailing depart- 
ment, library room, Bishops’ room, Board room or chapel, agents, 
editors, and missionary secretaries’ offices, etc.—there remained a 
large portion of the building unoccupied for Church or benevolent 
purposes, which is rented to several parties for an annual rent of 
seventy-two thousand seven hundred dollars, ($72,700,) which will 
pay the interest at seven per cent. per annum on the whole cost of 
the property, ($950,356 62,) being sixty-six thousand five hundred . 
and twenty-four dollars and ninety-six cents, ($66,524 96,) and leave 
a balance of six thousand one hundred and seventy-five dollars 
and tour cents ($6,175 04) toward paying the taxes and insurance. 

By the said Commission the Agents were authorized to issue 
bonds for five hundred thousand dollars, ($500,000,) payable atter 
three years, and due in fifteen years from June 1, 1869, for part 
payment of the above-named property. These bonds were all 
taken at par and accrued interest, without paying a single dollar 
for advertising or brokerage. 

The real estate at 200 Mulberry-street. and Mott-street is used 
for manufacturing purposes, with the exception of a small portion, 
which is rented tor eighteen hundred dollars ($1,800) per annum, 

The building, erected for a Depository at Pittsburgh, Pa., was 
finished early in 1869, and has proved a profitable investment. 
Our real estate at San Francisco, Cal., has risen in value since its 
purchase, and answers well the purpose for which it was designed. 
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SaLEs AND PROFITS. ‘ 


The sales and profits for the four years ending November 30, 
1871, have been as follows: 








SALES. 
Moral 868/20 e.s state sees ee ere Seeteare lt eam atom ets settee wets obese s  ROUNATS DT 
Moral S69 ec dacistekhic eee ise ei ble ble eine oak eit eneleis Lie iat Rho eats BENE 594,191 25 
Borel SOx tewmlete revere 5 Score eps baits ie mepdcferese. eieatle pats ys SACRA TO SESS BYORI TORING ree 588,645 82 
HOvSL Si creieianresisclete ike iaite (sue nelete (ace) sue aRKeeer Seto is [otek voile Tahar ofl yote 624,530 08 
Total elec cicteteils a cieleleletererstere SRS EMSRS CRRA $2,426,840 42 
PROFITS. 


1868. .$134,748 51, less $51,739 48, which by a clerical mishap 

was not credited to the profits of 1867, and got into the 

profits of 1868... 2. ecco rem eee sees cocci ccteeencee $83,009 03 
MSGS ogee as cvetetereia a yalorecotthsiisys Pelee Ge: clakacwccle teke se leiereteiehatcertejalsaols ls) Sh-ieiemeksis 60,954 17 
1870. .$¢75,382 23, less $7,301 18, which was received from. the 

Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 








South, which had been charged to profit and loss....... 68,081 05 

1871. .$91,009 76, less $27,913 84, which was also received from 
Bald MISSION AMY SOCIOL ez jaleretoioiaieis ciabee | alciei=tay siete detetalste 63,095 92 
Net earnings for the four years .............22000- coos $275,140 17 

To which is to be added $51,739 48, deducted above, for the pur- 
pose of showing the real earnings of the four years............ 51,739 48 


Also the amount received, as above, from the Missionary Society 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, for moneys paid dur- 
ing the late civil war on Drafts drawn on Letters of Credit, which 
had been indorsed by the Agents in 1860, for the support of their 
Mission in China, charged to profit and loss.............. Sietere 35,215 02 








Motalp ln COMe reretereret tetateiete tole fleratasetatefeletetetat}eiet- erie (ieietens - $362,094 67 


From this sum deduct Amounts paid by order of the General Con- 
ference for the Salaries and Traveling Expenses of the Bishops, 
the Allowance to the Widows and Children of deceased Bishops, 
and for General Conference Appropriations, as follows, namely: 





1968 Jats le Caley Sao oe Stee aes ee $26,764 29 
SCOR colors ate mtheyeve'e sleierdteters Bic GOO oO Khe mos 30,441 09 
1850 tend BOOS, PNG 6 tach We he Suh eEee . 26,361 06 
LOR Movies coat h enue ae Teg a eda te aate . 21,846 60 
— 105,413 04 
Netiamount/added' to: Capitals iasu, ten ssceuseeetee cece. $256,681 63 


By referring to the Report of the Book Agents made to the 
General Conference of 1868, (see p. 480 of the Journal) it will 
be seen that a portion of the stock and machinery equal to that 
on hand when the price of books and periodicals was increased 
had been put in the Exhibit, not at what it cost, but at the cost 
price before the advance in labor and materials. The reason as- 
signed for’ this was, that when things should come back to their 
former status the Concern would be found on a safe basis, prose- 
cuting its business without any diminution of its profits; other- 
wise, it might be years in making up the shrinkage in the value 
of stock on hand without showing any profit. 
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At the meeting of the Book Committee in 1869 the question 
was asked by a member why the Agents at New York discounted 
the accounts due the Concern 333 per cent., while the Agents of 
the Western discounted theirs only 25 per cent. in the Exhibits ? 
This question led to an inquiry as to the basis of the Exhibits both 
of the New York and the Western Book Concerns, whereby it 
was found that in the Exhibits of the latter the property was 
estimated at its cost or cash value, whereas in those of the former 
a reduction had from time to time been made in the real estate, 
and the discount on debts due from others had been increased from 
20 to 333 per cent. A portion also of the stock and machinery 
continued to appear in the inventories at prices which obtained 
before the war, although costing, and being worth, nearly double 
the amount expressed. 

The General Conference of 1868 having placed the entire pub- 
lishing interests of the Church under the supervision of one Book 
Committee, it became necessary that the Exhibits of both houses 
should be made on the same basis, inasmuch as a consolidated 
Exhibit had to be made from them for presentation to the Annual 
Conferences, showing as nearly as possible the real cash value 
both of the real estate and the personal property. 

Your Agents, therefore, made up a second Exhibit upon the 
basis of valuation which obtained before the reduction of prices 
referred to, and presented it to the Book Committee, then in ses- 
sion, who approved it; whereupon it was entered upon the books 
of the house, and published as the Financial Exhibit of the Meth 
odist Book Concern in New York. The Exhibit now referred to, 
that of 1869, made the following additions to the assets of the 
Concern, namely : 


1. By restoring the former Estimated Value of Real Estate...... $113,349 20 
2. By restoring the former estimated Value of Books, Shee 

Stock, Machinery, and Materials... ..........-2eeeeeeeees 72,765 44 
3. By changing the Discount on Debts due the Concern from 333 

GO: 25 per (OMe Hades wir wieln rev wie algleib drsicteleie Wee! 0/6 sie diate 6 21,811 60 





Total Increase of the estimated Cash Value of Real and Per- 
BOM Sls verscperarestarerere: cs cicloe (ss oles « vieic’eissisisisie.e dis sia sila aiciee $207,926 24 


The result, therefore, of the work of the last four years may 
be stated as follows, namely : 


Net Capital, November 30, 1867........ 26sec ec se ec eeee cress $590,571 70 
Net amount added from Harnings......--..-ee- seer cece eens 221,466 61 
Received from Missionary Society, Church South......... AB a 35,215 02 
Increase, as above shown, to bring Property to Cash Value..... 207,926 24 








Net Capital, Nov. 30, 1871, as appears by Exhibit presented 
to Nee Conferences, and hereto annexed.......++-++. $1,055,179 57 
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Exursir or Tar Meruopist Book Concern, New York. 


ASSETS. 


J. Ruat Estare.—One undivided three fourths of 
Property No. 805 Broadway corner Eleventh- 








cies G See e.g wntetio s Abicd G seibo Oooo aya $717,904 13 
Buildings and Lots, Mulberry and Mott streets... 150,000 00 
Buildings and Lots, Pittsburgh, Pa...... baddaolo 35,000 00 
Buildings and Lots, San Francisco, Cal.........- 48,000 00 
Mand an blami tom pNevdsncraer shes tos ucts re Heche 200 00 
Totaly Real MStabess cy:s.s\ciepetnisiessfreisiale einieve ar —-——. $951,104 13 
2s OASHs— CARMONA te et erelecieisieie Clesiae wielsievetete *75,159 25 
3. MmRCHANDISE.—Bound Books, Editors’ Library, 
si CL ABUL Sate vaste aials islctetel ses ietcretei oteke rere $179,839 70 
Presses, Type, Stereotype Plates, and Paper in 
Printing OMce[ siatwcciokermiisistie ios ne nee holy 20s. .02 
Sheet Stock, Tools, and Unfinished Work in 
BIMGORYicg wee nistoteremictenstet Neteietcherecetelsletoretorcters 108,601 65 
Stock in Depositories: Boston................- 21,754 46 
Bulfalo.f sce eeeeatessde . 22,266 50 
Pittsburgh........ Soc 24,894 89 
- 518,616 12 
4. Notes anp Accounts.—Due from Missionary Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church on Purchase of Building...... 68,351 55 
DM neliroMVOtWOrseys:. emits siete eke loderste tele eletolo) afetetste $321,638 93 
Deduct 25 per cent. for Probable Losses....... 80,409 73 
$241,229 20 
Less amount allowed Hitchcock & Walden for 
Disbursements on account of General Con- 
ference Appropriations, being in excess of 
their proportion of one third............. 4,144 75 
———— 237,084 45 
Total Assets....... POD OCIS On OG Bonny O08 dak eeiiee Pl SCOOrS LO De. 
LIABILITIES. 


1. Bonps.— Amount of Bonds Sold, Issued for the 
Payment of Property, 805 Broadway.........- $500,000 00 
2. NotEs.—The Concern owes on Notes and Mort- 














PASC eerie aval pcteleiet tal tis tats ton see eleisisiels a vieltieney On, LOOmOO 
—_—_—. #196,135 93 
Capital, NovemberrSO i Siila.. vera. wrosisle se sieherctaterecicestciere: oi $1,055,179 57 
Capital-perlastJWxhibite scr cies s sterile cmemocreletts Moses 986,016 41 
Increase of Capital.... RK Jas GA ONSeGAI AS $69,163 16 

Norte. 

Net gain, as shown above....... naketersters eretiee te tstaueisrene AE OCC $69,163 16 

Paid Bishops’ Salaries and Traveling Expenses, and by order 
of the General Conference......... Stig oans State olaieistate 21,846 60 
Carried forward......... spn009 DEST DOOSONO Soe8 $91,009 76 


* This Amount of Cash was reduced to $15,159 25 by the payment of a Mortgage 


of $60,000 on the 2d of December. 


+This Amount of Indebtedness was reduced by the payment of a Mortgage ot 


$60,000 on the 2d of December to $735,185 93. 
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Brought forwaxrd..c. sacs issrsatacssereci site race sa <a $91,009 76 
Deduct amount received from the Board of Foreign Missions 
of the M. E. Church, South, for Old Debt, $35,215 02; 
Jessy PT, 301s WSs reported Jashwyean. s.cs/s< cic <eteielmersttecta 27,913 84 


Grossiearnings fromisalessamrsas sate cece ie cote $63,095 92 


It appears by this Exhibit that the liabilities of the Concern 
were on the 30th of November, 1871, seven hundred and ninety- 
five thousand one hundred and thirty-five dollars and ninety- 
three cents, ($795,135 93,) and that the Concern had in cash 
seventy-five thousand one hundred and fifty-nine dollars and 
twenty-five cents, ($75,159 25.) That there was due from the 
Missionary Society sixty-eight thousand three hundred and 
fifty-one dollars and fifty-five cents, ($68,351 55,) and from other. 
parties, after deducting the 25 per cent., two hundred and forty- 
one thousand two hundred and twenty-nine dollars and twenty 
cents, ($241,229 20,) making a total of three hundred and eighty- 
four thousand seven hundred and forty dollars, ($384,740.) 
This amount, we judge, may be applied toward liquidating the 
indebtedness of the Concern without interfering materially with 
its regular business, leaving only four hundred and ten thousand 
three hundred and ninety-five dollars and ninety-three cents 
($410,395 93) against the Concern; and this balance, we judge, 
may be annually reduced by the profits of the business of the 
house, so that in a few years it will be entirely free from debt, 
if not too heavily taxed by General Conterence appropriations, 


Number of New Books issued during the quadrennial term: 


BOOKS OMine Geueral CatalOolecer-ractsts sta eielevel els sie o.s) feiss) stVeloneyelesis eleretere 45 
SundayaocnOOly BOOKS oe otarssie ele lotetscct's sie erate. siors. ecsielis:cleislare’ ofeutiwss)eeie.ossie sats vote 191 
EF ACH AW OOKS Herne nara atte tet eRe tenet teiet cl srerelarateiete tats ev cccsieis ss «sieeve q 
BU UTRO sign 6c .cn oo 6 HOO O00. G00 MOOSE Hen OAD RUC OO DIG COLE Be EOE cer q 

Notalemmmber Ol Ne WAlSSUCS = ac. <sscrel sla esete hehe clei «ifes ele «jerajaceileie) o) ¢-e(e) 320 
Cost of the Plates for the above Books and Tracts..............+. $28,430 18 


There has been printep, of Booxs, during the last four years: 


GENERAL SALES. 


OGTAV OSE erecta he acer s See Saisie erndn es halal e aele e cuairsts 21,400 volumes. 
Hl wielvOlOSa werner: wae a nied atainielore ececoreta) sisi nial ein) vere sale sie ener 174,270 i 
Sixteoupaos raters cides celsite serene) cinvorraleys elevstete,nicrel ere 45,750 me 
HighteenMos.. 5.6. .c cee sees cee scence cess cscwcrccecoees 34,750 sf 
Twenty-fourmos, Forty-eightmos, and Seventy-twomos....... 237,250 a 
SunDAY-ScHooL DEPARTMENT. 

Octavos, Dr. Wise’s Department.........-..0.s sees ence eee 47,500 “ 
Twelvemos as Oe RE ee wedeh hcl Wicu giaict scotot cet aiet et oe 37,750 “ 
Sixteenmos v6 SEE NS SiC aerate T oat rer A atc © arcte tasers 145,750 & 
Kighteenmos “ MO RiP aRa cla eatite eae me ais orasrat cette 891,500 “ 
Twenty-fourmos, Forty-eightmos, and Seventy-twomos, Dr. 

Wise’s Department. .......seseeeceseceneceresecenes 387,000 s 
Octavos, Dr. Vincent’s Department.................4. Boot 1,000 e 

“ 


Twelvemos 5 geet soyiik, Menem aut (agtiets) ercba Coe cesses oossosacs 115,250 bs 
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Sixteenmos, Dr. Vincent’s Department.............+e0.+e 21,250 volumes. 
Bighteenmos so Be Lye Be OSG dete olan em eeretate 640.750 My 
Twenty-fourmos, Forty-eightmos, and Seventy-twomos, Dr. 
Vincent's Department. .... 2... ee csee cee ces eens sceers 12,000 ee 
TRACTS. 
Octavos, Duodecimos, etC..... +... ee. ee scenes koa wtee ators 23,574,000 pages. 
PERIODICALS. 


THE CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE. 


By the urgent and repeated demands of the patrons and 
friends of the “Christian Advocate,” the Agents were induced 
to enlarge the paper on the first of January last, so that at 
present we believe it is the largest weekly religious journal pub- 
lished in this country, with a single exception; and though it 
is very much circumscribed in its patronizing territory by quite 
a large number of independent Methodist papers, yet its sub- 
scription list has been gradually increasing since the last General 
Conference. The average weekly issue for the four years has 
been 29,000; the present number, by actual count, is 31,000. 
This, we think, is the largest number ever reported to any 
General Conference. In 1849 the price was reduced to $1 25. 
Under the excitement of this measure the subscription list ran 
up from 17,000 to 33,000, but the next year it declined to about 
29,000. In 1860 it was 29,000; in 1864, 26,500, and in 1868 it 
was 27,800. Now, as above stated, it is 31,000. The “ Chris- 
tian Advocate” ranks among the first religious journals in our 
country, and was never more popular than at the present time. 


THe NORTHERN CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE. 


With a view both of extending the circulation and usefulness 
of this paper it was on the first of January, 1870, enlarged, and 
its form changed from a folio to a quarto. The expectations of 
all the parties concerned have been fully realized by a large 
acquisition to its subscription list, which has been gradually in- 
creased from 10,704 in 1868 to 14,496, its present number. 

On the first of January last the location of the paper was 
changed from Auburn to Syracuse, and such has been its suc- 
cess during the last four years that it has not only been self-sus- 
taining, but has refunded the moneys advanced by the Book 
Concern to carry forward the enterprise from 1864 to 1868. 


THE QUARTERLY REVIEW. 


The Quarterly Review still maintains its high literary charac- 
ter, and well deserves a much more extended patronage than it has 
ever received. Since the last General Conference its size has been 
increased by the addition of sixteen pages to each number, mak- 
ing the volume seven hundred pages, for the small sum of $2 50. 
We have also sent circulars to the preachers asking their especial 
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agency in the circulation of this excellent work, but we have not 
been able to excite that interest among the preachers and lay- 
men of our Church that the merits of the work seem to us to 
demand. 

We have now about ten thousand traveling preachers and 
over eleven thousand local preachers, with a multitude of intelli- 
gent, well-informed, wealthy laymen, and yet we circulate only 
3,950 copies, including 139 gratis and exchanges, and this is an 
increase of 633 over the number reported at the last General 
Conference. 

We should be most happy if any means can be devised by 
which this periodical, the only one of the kind published by our 
Church, could have the circulation it is well worthy of receiving. 


SunpDAY-ScHooL ADVOCATE AND Goop NEws. 


The Sunpay-Scnoot ApvocaTE is as popular as ever, and is, 
we trust, accomplishing its mission among the children of our 
Sabbath-schools. Its present semi-monthly circulation at New 
York is 135,000. 

The Goop News has a monthly circulation of 65,000; this is 
an increase since 1868 of 13,000. 


x THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL JOURNAL. 


This periodical has been growing in favor with the people for 
several years, until its subscription list has increased from 23,000 
in 1868 to 58,000, its present number, being an increase during 
the four years of 35,000. The teachers and larger scholars in our 
Sabbath-schools are beginning to feel that the Journal is a neces- 
sity, and we have good hope it will continue to grow more and 
more popular with all concerned until we shall have a monthly 
issue of at least 100,000. 

The Picrure Lesson Paper and the Berean Lesson LEAF 
for Sunday-school scholars were commenced January 1, 1869. 
The former has reached a monthly circulation of 39,000, and the 
latter 420,000. 


REPORT OF PUBLISHING INTERESTS ON THE PACIFIC. 
SALES AND PROFITS. 


The house in San Francisco was opened eight years since. 
The business has been done on a gold basis, gold being the 
standard of values in the markets of the Pacific coast, with the 
following results: 


Sales during the period named............. $74,462 28. 
Profits on sales for same period...........-. 11,532 53. 


During this period the membership of our Church, in the entire 
field of our patronage, has not averaged 10,000, and the entire 
white population is not more than 800,000. In this field every 
Church has its representatives, and they are vigorously at work 
to establish and sustain their several interests. 
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Tur CALIFORNIA CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE 


is now in its twenty-first volume. Since the last General Con- 
ference it has been enlarged, and its cost of publication increased 
by about $2,500 per annum. Its circulation is now 2,250, an 
increase for the quadrennium of about 300. The severe drought 
which has prevailed over a large portion of the field of its pat- 
ronage has had the effect of limiting its circulation and diminish- 
ing its receipts. During the eight years last past the receipts of 
the paper have not been taxed for the pay of office agent, or for 
rent of office, and in the mean time it has received, from revenues 
from rent of building and unoccupied lots, $5,413 50, which, 
added to the diminished expense of publication above named, 
makes a total advantage accruing to the “ Advocate” on account 
of the establishing of the house in San Francisco, in the period 
named, of $15,943 50. With such aid the cost of publication is 
met without appropriations from New York. 


THE PAcIFIC CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE, 


published at Portland, Oregon, has also been enlarged and im- 
proved since the last General Conference. The report of the 
Publishing Committee, made to and adopted by the Oregon Con- 
ference at its session in August last, presents the following facts: 
Circulation, 1,800; receipts, including $500 appropriated by the 
General Conference, $7,195 26; expenditures, $6,077 75; leav- 
ing a small balance of receipts above expenditures. 

It is believed that prudence in the management of these papers, 
and diligence on the part of pastors in extending their circulation 
and collecting dues, will sustain them in the future without further 
drafts on the funds of the Book Concern. E. Tuomas, Agent. 


DEPOSITORIES. 


The Depositories at Boston, Pittsburgh, and Buffalo have been 
doing about their usual amount of business. 

The several agents in charge are good and true men, well quali- 
fied for the places they occupy. 

These Depositories are well established in large cities, and have 
eres themselves useful in the sale of our books and periodicals. 

till we are fully satisfied that it would be bad policy to increase 
their number, especially in those parts of the country where our 
books can be had from New York, Cincinnati, or any of the Deposi- 
tories in a few hours, or days at most, or of the trade at our cata- 
logue prices, 


The Methodist Book Concern was never in as good a condition 
for transacting business as at the present time. We have been in 
former years very much embarrassed for the want of room; now 
we have all that is needed for a largely increased amount of 
business. 

We have also increased the number of printing presses by the 
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addition of five, three of them capable of turning off nearly double 
the amount of work of the same number of the old style Adams 
presses. Other improved machinery for manufacturing purposes 
has also been added, so that we now have facilities for turning out 
almost any amount of work which may be demanded. 

If, therefore, any means can be devised by which an increased 
demand can be created for our publications, the Concern can 
readily meet all orders, and may accomplish a vast amount of 
good by a more extended distribution of a sound religious litera- 
ture. Cariron, Lananan, & Tuomas, Agents. 
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REPORT OF THE AGENTS OF THE WESTERN BOOK 
CONCERN. 


To ror Bisoors AnD MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


Dear Brersren: In presenting to you the Quadrennial Report 
of the Western Methodist Book Concern we find occasion for 
gratitude to God for his continued care over this important 
interest of the Church. 

Though several causes have, to some extent, interrupted our 
business, yet in the aggregate our sales have exceeded those of 
any preceding four years of the Western Book Concern. The 
removal of our business at Cincinnati interrupted both our sales 
and manufacturing department for some time, and necessarily in- 
volved an outlay that largely increased our incidental expenses. 

The fire in October last, that consumed every thing we had in 
Chicago, except our accounts and notes, deprived us of a part of 
our usual fall trade at that place. 

The sales of books and periodicals during the four years ending 
November 30, 1871, have been as follows: 


Cincinnati: Sales of books in 1868..... $176,748 64 

















“periodicals * .... 197,425 75 

— $374,174 39 
Chicago: Sales of books in 1868 ...... $127,146 67 
Ussapeniodical sy 5 kr. se 97,093 45 

—— 224,240 12 
St. Louis: Sales of books in 1868...... $41,723 44 
i periodicals. . <2... 22,470 47 

es 6419991 

otal Sales Tones Goes serve ce ateielelcite stclelareire) ore $662,608 42 

Cincinnati: Sales of books in 1869 .... $187,841 57 
“periodicals *“* ... 226,730 92 

—— $414,572 49 
Chicago: Sales of books in 1869...... $117,431 09 
‘periodicals “* ...... 100,457 98 

81 889) OF 





Carried forward ....... maleiercisteratefersts $632,461 56 $662,608 42 
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Brought forward .........+..-- ....- $632,461 56 $662,608 42 
St. Louis: Sales of books in 1869 ..... $42,737 91 
“ periodicals‘ ...... 23,866 03 
— 65,603 94 
Atlanta: Sales of books in 1869...... $933 68 
‘periodicals “ ...... 4,218 06 
he 5,161 74 
Total sales for 1869...... AR CR SPOS AO Car 703,217 24 
@incinnati: Sales of books in 1870..... $196,947 69 
“ periodicals “ .... 206,837 40 
—_—_—— $403,785 09 
Chicago: Sales of books in 1870 ...... $119,140 02 
MOM PSrlOdicals| seer. rerecs 90,264 93 
palhe 209,404 95 
St. Louis: Sales of books in 1870 ..... $45,715 70 
ME PONIOCICAIS oR eiete rare 32,450 88 
—— 18,166 58 
Atlanta: Sales of books in 1870 ...... $2,504 87 
periodicals 95)... 4,790 29 
ieee 4,295. 16 
Total Sales: ton) UBWOae tee caetes eietgie te ganar 698,651 78 
Cincinnati: Sales of books in 1871..... $212,690 27 
SSDCLIOMICALS ny metesiete 217,761 42 
— $430,451 69 
Chicago: Sales of books in 1871...... $114,283 35 
‘¢ periodieals: “> ....... 97,426 62 
—— 211,709 97 
St. Louis: Sales of books in 1871..... $46,360 49 
* periodicals" 2; <1. 37,136 50 
83,496 99 
Atlanta: Sales of books in 1871...... $4,304 20 
“periodicals “ 2... 7,236 87 
ee An Ot 
Potalisales for UST ewaccae cas ae Mn ctets ciehete 737,199 72 
Sales in 1868 ....... sca te eh URE 8 $662,608 42 
Pome ODUstetist patel teietepstelersyetetaie citer Ester aie 703,217 24 
1 USES Gdador Sata Panignd GRR Ay so4ah 698,651 78 
as by kha JE As ae TOS STS 
Total sales for four years ending Nov.'30;) 1871-2... 2,801,677 16 
1867. 2,399,508 43 
Increase of sales for the last four years over the four preceding $402,166 73 


For our financial condition we refer you to our Annual Exhibit 


of November 30, 1871, as follows: 


ASSETS. 
Stock on HAnp. 
Books, bound and in sheets, stationery, etc, Cincinnati, $113,397 12 


c 6b 


Chicago . 9,288 61 
‘ e Hf St. Louis . 18, 286 94 
fe ue 4 Atlanta .. 3.655 TT 


Carried forward .. 


See ceases ecre esses ees sesee 


$144,628 44 





. $144,628 44 
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Brough fonwrardy,\. sash wus eidistke seas ede Ree eae $144,628 44 
Fravses, plates, type, printing, paper, etc,, Cincinnati . ae ucts: 33 
hicago . 2,366 24 
2 Hg by te St. Louis ... 1,476 30 
- ie s + Atlanta .... 427 20 
: ‘ —— 117,737 07 
Material and tools in bindery in Cincinnati........... 11,861 96 
" be stereotype foundry in Cincinnati. 1,631 65 
= 
REAL Estates. 
IniCincinnabieewrreiees see “eat on ban DAMA AO EOAee $204,575 86 
Ip CIGAR OM. reeeee eemeeeet a dere cers Bier hevoEsisiacenuials 10,000 00 
TRHS Googe yc etree eae ntte attra aan sess 6,650 00 
221,225 86 
Notes anp Accounts 
Pr Cinema blir jeusshe/arifoietacteacleseehaig s cleroiee a aitsexeee $163,394 13 
PRO NTOASO pes eeioo tei teta me alee eccee Meera Udan orate 111,240 57 
Jn ‘St. Louis........ 0.5 alee edie claeys Ou Aictan ti ate cob sins 35,460 65 
Ta Atlanta ........, ASB ee Sow dene ae ASO eee oa 5,961 51 
$316,056 86 
Deduct 25 per cent. for probable losses ............. 79,014 21 
ashe 237,042 65 
Office furniture and safes in Cincinnati.............. - $2,500 00 
us Chicago! artsieiaedaaicle serine 1,000 00 
eS & Sts WOUISips beratensteatoreleaers 775 00 
cs es IA Claman cistecove eleakere's v1 3 159 04 
: re 4,434 04 
Cash angidratis*on-hands.sements ae tice at cies cate nee 8,977 56 
$747,539 23 
LiaBILitizs. 
Nores AND ACCOUNTS. 
ibn Cincmanahiserss oc.ceare ater e eats cs aerem sare cies a sieis $297,924 05 
Rc Chica gO terecaasatas che ciel A ELA Ste OTe pe eretete 23,498 15 
MMS IUGUNG eere eter stsneterea tis oteitiaetsle eG ee A CECROSOMOIOO 3,319 90 
Tn vAtlantarsyacee occa ee arene dpbbouciuntudeooupeoe md 197 45 
— 324,939 55 
Net capital, November BOMB i Leer ate overs ake) sisve: spaciocets $422,599 68 
VSG Uses shetaperstscororecsicvsiepslecscore 460,374 47 
Decrease of capital (caused by the Chicago fire) ...... B37,774 79 


The gross profits of the Concern for the four years ending No- 


vember 30, 1871, have been $115,065 42. 


We have paid during 


the same time for the salaries and traveling. expenses of the Bish- 
ops, and by order of the General Conference, $50,618 73. The 
loss by the Chicago fire, above insurance collected up to the date 
of our Exhibit, was $102,221 48, making the net decrease of the 
capital in consequence of the fire $37,774 79. 


Tur Crepir System. 


The notes and accounts due the Western Book Concern, after a 
deduction deemed sufficient to cover probable losses, amount to 
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$237,042 65. This of itself shows that the credit system has been 
carried to excess. During the past four years we have aimed 
constantly to encourage a cash business, and have made diligent 
effort to reduce the outstanding debts. From November 30, 1868, 
to November 30, 1871, the increase of their amount was only 
$16,302 42, while our sales aggregated $2,139,068 84 during the 
same period. 

In 1860 a Disciplinary provision was repealed, under which for 
many years the Agents were required to “inform the Conferences 
of any within their respective bounds who neglect to make pay- 
ment, that measures may be taken to collect or secure such 
debts ;” it was also provided that the Agents “should not allow 
any claim to run beyond one year from the time it was due, with- 
out reporting it to the Conference.” It is probable that the rea- 
sons which led to the repeal of these regulations would prevent 
their re-enactment ; but some legislation appears to be necessary, 
and we suggest that, among other provisions, the Annual Confer- 
ences be directed to raise, at each session, a Committee on the 
Book Concern, to consider the cases of indebtedness, and such 
other matters as may be referred to it by the Conference or proper 
representative of the Book Concern. 


SANDEBUDET. 


In accordance with the instructions of the last General Confer- 
ence, we continued the publication of the Sandebudet, or Messen- 
ger, in the Swedish language, in Chicago, until the fire. The 
destruction of all our type and printing material, and also the 
difficulty of procuring room for a printing-office, caused so long a 
delay that we judged it better to defer its publication till after the 
meeting of the General Conference. It reached a circulation of 
about 1,200, and was doubtless valuable to our Swedish work. 
Our total loss on the paper for the four years has been $4,160 94; 


our loss on the same, previous to 1868, was $2,987 20, making a 
total loss of $7,148 14. 


GoLtpEN Hours. 


By the authority of the last General Conference we com- 
menced, January 1, 1869, the publication of the “ Golden Hours,” 
a monthly magazine for the young. It has been well recom- 
mended by the press generally, and is well received by those 
who read it. The criticisms which we have received are about 
equally divided in requesting a work of a higher or lower grade 
in its stead. But avery large majority from whom we have 
heard seem pleased with its present character. It has not had 
the circulation we expected for it when its publication was com- 
menced. Its present circulation is 8,500, and the receipts for 
subscription are just about: sufficient to pay expenses of publica- 
tion, aside from editor’s salary. It is safe, therefore, to estimate 
the loss on the magazine at what it may cost for editing. The 
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publication of a religious magazine for the young being an ex- 
periment in this country, the supervision of the “ Golden Hours” 
was cheerfully undertaken by the editor of the “ Ladies’ Repos- 
léory ;” it being deemed best to meet the demand for this form 
of literature at an expense that would not hazard its future by 
an embarrassing loss during the first years of its existence. if 
we may be allowed any suggestion upon this subject, we would 
recommend that the General Conference elect one editor for the 
“ Ladies’ Repository” and the “Golden Hours,” and that the 
editor and Agents be authorized to employ the necessary assist- 
ance, 


Tur Meruopist ADVOCATE. 


The Book Agents at Cincinnati were authorized to publish the 
“ New Orleans Advocate” at New Orleans, also a weekly re- 
ligious journal at Knoxville, Atlanta, or Nashville; and the 
Agents at New York, a paper at Charleston, 8. C.; and were 
at liberty to discontinue any one of them in case its continuance 
should involve the Concern in a greater loss than $2,000 a year. 
After the adjournment of the General Conference the Agents 
found that the papers at Charleston and New Orleans had onl 
about five hundred paying subscribers each, and that both were 
aided by Government advertising, and with that support could 
not be made self-sustaining, although edited free of expense. 
As this Government patronage was extended to them on account 
of their political character it could not, of course, be retained by 
a religious journal. It was apparent, therefore, that the appoint- 
ment of an editor to each of these three papers, in addition to 
the expense of publishing, must tax the paper far beyond the 
limits set by the General Conference. In consultation, therefore, 
with the New York Agents it was decided to concentrate the 
patronage upon one paper in hopes to obtain such a subscription 
list as would keep our Joss within the limits fixed by the General 
Conference; namely, $2,000 a year. 

We therefore commenced the publication of the “ Methodist 
Advocate,” at Atlanta, Georgia, January 1, 1869. We believe it 
is admitted by all the parties interested that if we are to publish 
only one paper in addition to those formerly published by the 
Concern, Atlanta is the most desirable place for its location. 
With the approval of the Agents, Rev. E. Q. Fuller, D.D., was 
appointed editor by the Bishops, at the commencement of the 
paper, and has continued to act as editor until the present time. 
The subscribers to the paper have averaged a little less than 
3,000 per year, and the loss for the first three years was 
$9,025 98, a little over $3,000 a year. By the approval of the Book 
Committee we have continued its publication, notwithstanding 
the loss in excess of the allowance by the General Conference to 
a single paper. It is apparent that if three papers had been es- 
tablished the loss on each must have been greater than the loss 


* 
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on this one, as the patronage would have been simply divided 
without being materially increased. ; ; 

Our other periodicals—namely, the “ Ladies’ Repository,” the 
“ Western,” “North-western,” and “Central Christian Advo- 
cates,” the “ Christian Apologist,” and our Sunday-school papers, 
both the English and German—have not varied much in their 
circulation from the last quadrennial. After the inauguration of 
the Berean Series of Sunday-School Lessons it became evident 
to us that some provision should be made for our German Sun- 
day-schools. To meet their wants we publish a Lesson Paper in 
German; the notes for the teachers are given in the “ Apolo- 
gist,” and, as this paper has a circulation of about fifteen thou- 
sand—nearly one halt the number of the German membership— 
they reach both the Sunday-school workers and the parents; 
and we think the plan thus far has served a good purpose. 

The Advocates were somewhat enlarged in 1869, and the 
changes which were directed by the last General Conference 
made in the “ Ladies’ Repository.” We make no recommenda- 
tion in regard to these changes, as the question of publishing a 
new magazine, which will be presented by the action of some 
of the Conferences, will lead to their consideration. The prices 
of these periodicals have remained the same during the term. 
We have carefully canvassed the matter each year, with the pur- 
pose of reducing the prices, if within our power; but in view of 
all the facts we have not believed that a reduction could be made 
without serious loss to the Concern. There must be a material 
depreciation in the actual cost of producing these periodicals, or 
a large increase in the patronage, before their prices can be re- 
duced, unless substantial relief can be given by modifying the 
system of credit, and discontinuing the special appropriations 
made by the General Conference. 


ATLANTA DEPOSITORY. 


We established a Depository at Atlanta as soon as the “ Meth- 
odist Advocate” was located there. It being a central point, 
from which a large field could be conveniently supplied with our 
books, and the outlay for rent and clerical help, in addition to 
that required in publishing the paper being relatively small, the 
needs of our Church seemed to warrant the experiment. The 
sales in 1869 amounted to $933 68; in 1870, to $2,504 87; in 
1871, to $4,304 20, an increase of seventy per cent. during the 
last year. The sales have probably been as large at this point as 
they would have been at any other in the South, and the ex- 
penses of the Depository have been lessened by connecting the 
Advocate office with it; and yet, under these favorable circum- 
stances, some loss has been sustained. During the early part of 
the term a party in sympathy with our Church kept a stock of 
our books in New Orleans. Since this arrangement ceased we 
have not found it practicable to keep a stock in that city. 
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Reat Estate. 


There have been some changes in the real estate since the last 
General Conference. . 

At Cincinnati we found it necessary to erect new buildings for 
the printing department. The old location had become an un- 
favorable one tor our business in consequence of the extension of 
the city westward. In view of this fact, and also from the fact 
that we could not build on the old site without a great interrup- 
tion of the business, we bought property in a more eligible situ- 
ation. We purchased on fourth-street, and removed all the 
business to that place. We have a frontage on Fourth-street of 
32 feet; on Plum-street, of 49 feet, and on Home-street, of 159 
feet. The lot on Home-street is 100 feet deep, and the lots on 
Plum and Fourth streets are each 90 feet deep, extending back 
so as to connect with the Home-street property; making 22,713 
square feet of ground, with frontage on three streets. It is near 
the center of business, and the location of all the railroad depots 
in the city, except one, being still westward, indicates that 
very soon it will be in the center of the city trade. There is 
room for such buildings as the Concern will probably need for 
many years to come. There are buildings on the lots that are 
not needed for immediate use, which rent for something over 
$2,000 a year. The total cost of the property, including the 
buildings as they now stand, was $233,242 52, on which we have 
paid $126,575 86. The remainder, $116,666 66, can remain on 
perpetual lease, at six per cent., without revaluation, if the 
Agents so elect. 

The old property at the corner of Eighth and Main streets, 
which, in our Exhibit is estimated at $78,000, is still retained. 
We have offered this property for sale, but have had no offers for 
it which we thought to the interest of the Concern to accept. It 
now rents for something over $5,000 a year. We would recom- 
mend its sale as soon as its value can be realized. 

At Chicago the buildings were entirely consumed by the fire 
which occurred on the 8th and 9th of October last. The original 
cost of the lot was $10,000, and the cost of the buildings, when 
erected, $29,000; and as we have always carried the real estate into 
the Exhibit at cost, we estimated that in Chicago last year at 
$39,000, and this year at $10,000, the naked lot only being left. 
We have entered into an agreement with the owners of the lot 
on the west line for a party-wall; they to put it up, and secure 
to the Book Concern the use, whenever needed, of as much as 
may be required, at the appraisal of disinterested parties. A 
similar arrangement can be made for the east wall; and, if a sale 
of this lot is not effected soon, it may be found to the interest of 
the Concern to rebuild during the present season, while the du- 
ties on materials are rebated, and occupy the property until 
larger accommodations are actually needed, or can be secured 
without incurring embarrassing liabilities. We have given con- 
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siderable attention to the subject of a new location in Chicago, 
where more ground might be attained, the present lot being only 
20 feet front by 180 feet deep. The adjoining lot on the west 
is not for sale; and the lot on the east, the same size as ours, is 
leased for a long term of years, in view of which the ground can 
be obtained for little less than $40,000. Could the lease be can- 
celed the purchase of this lot would absorb more capital than 
can now be spared, or is necessary to secure an ample and eligible 
property. We have not thought it best to buy in Chicago be- 
fore selling the lot now owned there; we have placed it in the 
hands of a responsible party with authority to receive proposi- 
tions for its purchase; and we recommend its sale at a fair value, 
and the purchase of a larger lot, where it can be bought cheaper. 
Our experience is not favorable to establishing a manufacturing 
department in Chicago at present. Skilled labor and fuel are 
much more expensive than in Cincinnati. The Concern cannot 
spare the funds, at present, to open an extensive job-office in 
Chicago, and it will not pay to do our own press-work alone, 
until there is a reduction of the price of labor and fuel, that enter 
so largely into the manufacturing business. The establishment 
of a printing department and bindery would be very expensive ; 
and to prepare simply to print our own periodicals would be 
attended with consi !erable loss to the Concern. 

At St. Louis the property is estimated a little less than it was 
four years ago. You will see by the Report of the Agents in 
1868 that the property there is on leased ground. The lease has 
yet several years to run. There is still more room in the present 
building than is needed for the business, and the surplus room 
rents readily, so as to aid in paying the annual ground-rent. The 
rents received and the value of our own rent will pay for the 
property and ground-rent, so as to secure the use of the whole for 
ten years without cost. We have, therefore, adopted the practice 
of charging out annually, as rent, such an amount as will sink the 
total amount paid for the same when the lease expires. At the 
time we leased in St. Louis it was difficult to get such a location 
as we desired in fee simple. We have contemplated the purchase 
of such property as would be adapted to future wants, in view of 
the prospective growth of the city, realizing that, with ordinary 
success, the business must constantly increase, and become large 
at no very distant day. Had it not been for the heavy loss in 
Chicago by the fire we might, perhaps, have been prepared for a 
change of location, if a suitable one could have been found. But 
in view of our embarrassed condition on the above account, to- 
gether with the fact that the lease is so favorable and has so long 
to run, we have judged it better not to further increase our liabili- 
ties by the purchase of other property during this quadrennium. 
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New Booxs. 


We have given special attention to the publication of books, so 
far as we could find the material that, in our judgment and the 
judgment of the editors, would meet the wants of the Church. 
For our views more fully as to the class of books desirable to pub- 
lish, we refer you to the Report of the Western Agents in 1868. 
Our experience during the past four years proves the correctness 
of what was stated in that report in reference to the class of books 
needed by the Sunday-school and the Church. Our sales show 
that the more substantial books adapted to the Sunday-school 
trade have a greater circulation than those of fiction. Sunday- 
school libraries are overloaded with stories, and there is a desire 
on the part of the best minds, having control of the reading for 
the young, to secure useful and instructive rather than exciting 
and amusing books. We deeply regret that those who, in our 
Church, aspire to be authors do not see this tendency of the age, 
and turn their effort more vigorously to meet this general want. 
During the past four years we have not rejected a manuscript 
offered us that was designed to go into our Sunday-schools, except 
works of fiction. Of these we have made selection of some of the 
best offered, while many have been rejected. 

We have issued during the four years forty new works in En- 
glish and thirty-three in German. Of the English books twenty- 
seven are well adapted to the Sunday-school libraries, and are 
designed for the young people and the family ; none have been 
accepted which were designed for the juvenile department. Some 
of the others are especially adapted to the wants of the ministry 
and worthy a place in the course of study. Of the German books, 
ten are adapted to the family and the young people in the Sun- 
day-school ; several others are small Sunday-school books, and a 
few are' valuable for the ministry. 

Hrircucock & Watpen, Agents. 
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REPORT OF THE BOOK COMMITTEE. 


To tHe Bisnops AND MremBers oF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE, 
ASSEMBLED : 


DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: The Book Committee ap- 
pointed by the General Conference of 1868 have performed 
the duties assigned them, and respectfully submit the follow- 
ing Report : ; 

The interests which they were appointed to supervise have 
been subjected to severe reverses, yet have survived them, and 
have made substantial progress. Our reports, made annually 
to the Conterences, together with the reports of the Agents, 
east and west, will show the condition of those interests from 
year to year, as well as at the present time; and to those 
reports you are respectfully referred. (See Document A.) The 
Committee did not feel authorized to incur the expense of a 
visit to the Pacific coast, and can report nothing upon personal 
observation from that quarter. : 

We take special pleasure in bearing witness to the generally 
faithful, efficient, and satisfactory manner in which the Agents 
and Editors chosen four years ago have performed the import- 
ant duties pertaining to their several offices. It is believed 
that the changes made by them are all improvements; and 
that, in facilities for producing, methods of business, external 
appearance, and durability of the work turned out, and in the 
literary and religious excellence of our books and periodicals, 
we have not failed to keep up with the improvements of the 
age. Yet every step onward brings into view some new 
wants, for which the General Conference only can provide. 

The losses by the great fire in Chicago were very heavy, © 
amounting to some ninety thousand dollars beyond all availa- 
ble insurance. ‘The buildings, machinery, merchandise, and 
material on hand, were all totally destroyed. Nothing was 
left but the account books and the ground upon which the 
buildings had stood. But the Agents manifested a most com- 
mendable energy, and by prompt and wise action avoided 
any serious interruption of the business; were soon ready to 
fill all orders as aforetime, and, with the loss of only a single 
number, to supply the readers of the “ North-western,” by 
means of the “ Western Advocate,” the usual weekly amount 
and quality of reading matter. This, of course, could not 


have been done if the house at Chicago had been an isolated 
establishment. 
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But great as was this calamity at Chicago, a still greater 
calamity, it is believed, befell our Book Concern at New 
York—though the losses there cannot be estimated in dollars 
and cents. 

The second annual meeting of the Committee was to have 
been held in Cincinnati, November 4, 1869; but before that 
time arrived reports of a most alarming character concerning 
affairs at New York were in circulation, rendering it necessary 
for the Committee to change the place of meeting to that city. 
Accordingly, at the time appointed, the Committee met at 
805 Broadway, New York, and, in addition to the usual 
business of the annual meeting, took up and investigated these 
reports. All the members were present except H. Bannister, 
who was in Europe, and J. H. Moore, whose duties required 
his presence elsewhere. The Committee availed themselves 
of the labors of a standing Sub-Committee appointed at the 
previous annual meeting, who had already spent some time in 
preliminary examinations—having been called together for 
the purpose by Dr. Lanahan without the knowledge of Dr. 
Carlton. 

The subsequent proceedings of the Committee have been 
censured in certain quarters with great bitterness, their mo- 
tives impugned, and almost every step condemned in the most 
offensive manner. Of course the Committee were not insensi- 
ble to this treatment, yet bore it silently, nor ever attempted 
to defend themselves from censure which they felt to be 
grossly unjust, but which injustice they believed a candid 
Christian public would come at length to understand. And it 
is not for the purpose of self-justification that they now pro- 
pose to present a statement of the case, however anxious they 
may feel for your approval, but that they may render that 
account of their doings, and put you in possession of those 
facts to which you are of right entitled. 

On the 21st day of September, 1869, the following article 
appeared, doubly leaded, at the head of the editorial column 
of the “New York Times: ” 

A PainFut REvELATION.—It is with great reluctance that 
we give currency to a very unpleasant report which has reached 
us in regard to an institution which, of all others in the land, 
ought to be beyond reproach, or even suspicion. The authority, 
however, for what we are about to announce is of such a char- 
acter that silence on our part would, under the circumstances, 
amount to delinquency. We are credibly assured that the new 
Agent of the Methodist Book Concern, Rev. Dr. Lananan, 
has discovered in that establishment great corruption and 
fraud, involving losses to the amount of several hundred thou- 


sand dollars. Me 
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The subject, we understand, is now undergoing investigation, 
and as soon as the details can be given to the public without 
prejudice to any but culpable parties we shall endeavor to 
furnish them. 

These frauds, it is said, have been going on for some eight 
or nine years, and of course their full extent is not yet ascer- 
tained with precision. The magnitude of the business trans- 
acted by this Concern, and the reputation which it has enjoyed 
for probity in its management, conspire to give any suspicion 
against it a painful importance. It is only six months since 
we had the satisfaction of saying of this institution, in the 
columns of the “ Times,” “that it should be recorded, to the 
honor of all concerned, that not a dollar has ever been lost by 
the defalcation of its managers from the commencement of the 
business,” in 1789. Unfortunately, that cannot be said of the 
Methodist Book Concern any more. 

Reserving further revelations in regard to this unhappy 
business until the parties inculpated have an opportunity of 
being heard, and to give our readers some idea of the difficul- 
ties which beset and necessarily prolong this investigation, we 
append a brief statement of the enormous business of this—re- 
puted to be the largest—publishing house in the world, which 
appeared in the “ Times” on the 12th of April last. 

These statements were of the most damaging character, not 
ouly to the reputation of men in high position, and high in the 
confidence of the Church and the public generally, but to the 
interests of the Book Concern itself. The feeling awakened 
was one of wide-spread dismay, and most painful apprehension. 
If these statements were authentic, as they seemed to be, 
the ruin of this great establishment was imminent. And not 
this alone, but in its fall our entire publishing interests, east 
and west, and our missionary and all other enterprises of the 
Church, must suffer also. 

Dr. Carlton, as the Committee learned afterward, imme- 
diately prepared for publication a contradiction of the “* Times” 
article, in which he expected Dr. Lanahan to unite with him, 
in order to counteract as far as possible the mischief which 
that article was doing. Dr. Curry proposed to stop the press, 
which had begun to:print the weekly issue of the “ Christian 
Advocate,” in order to send out along with the injurious report 
its official contradiction. Dr. Lanahan at first hesitated, and 
finally refused to sign any paper on the subject that did not 
expressly admit the existence of fraud and corruption in the 
Concern. He denied all responsibility for the publication of 
the article in question, yet averred that, with the exception of 
amounts, its statements were substantially true. He was will- 
ing to exonerate the Agents, present and past, from all partic- 
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ipation in or criminal responsibility for the gross cerruption 
and extensive frauds, which he affirmed had been of long von- 
tinuance and had resulted in heavy losses; but this was as far 
as he would go. On the other hand, Dr. Carlton thought. it 
would be bad policy, and a grievous wrong, to affirm the exist- 
ence of crimes and their consequences which were not yet 
proved, and which he believed did not exist. The consequence 
was, that so far as the Agency, as such, was concerned, the arti- 
cle in the ‘‘ Times” went uncontradicted. 

As the matter became more public, and Dr. Lanahan’s posi- 
tion in relation to it became more generally known, the pain- 
ful apprehensions at first awakened were strengthened into 
conviction. And when the Committee came together, it was 
with the expectation of finding the reports confirmed, and with 
the apprehension, also, that the Agent under whose administra- 
tion these ruinous irregularities were said to have been so long 
practiced would have to be pretty severely dealt with. This 
expectation was strengthened at the beginning of our inquiries 
by the statements of Dr. Lanahan, written and oral, confirmed, as 
they seemed to be, by the report of the Sub-Committee before 
alluded to. Ofcourse we did not then know how far the ex- 
aminations of both Dr. Lanahan and the Sub-Committee had 
been ex parte, and consequently attached to them more im- 
portance than we did afterward. And, as will be seen here- 
after, two of the three members of the Sub-Committee fully 
concurred in that subsequent judgment. 

Serious difficulties were encountered at the very threshold 
of the investigation. 1) The case was without precedent— 
almost without analogy—and no method of procedure was 
pointed out in the Discipline, nor were the powers of the Com- 
mittee very clearly or fully defined. They found themselves 
entering a pathless wilderness, which they must traverse as best 
they might without waymark or guide. 2%) The charges, though 
sufliciently specific, did not implicate, only indirectly, any body 
over whom the Committee were supposed to have any sort of 
jurisdiction. 8) From a very early period of the investigation, 
Dr. Lanahan seemed fully possessed with the idea that there 
was a conspiracy against him, in which some members of the 
Committee were concerned. In this beliet, he seemed to con- 
sider it a personal indignity to doubt his conclusions; that to 
question them was to question his veracity. Such, at least, was 
the impression made upon the minds of many of us by his con- 
duct; and this state of things very seriously embarrassed the 
investigation. 

But though no Agent or Editor was specifically accused of 
official misconduct, yet the charges involved the interests of the 
Book Concern, and, indirectly, the official conduct of the Agent 
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and former Assistant Agents, and that to such.an extent that 
an investigation was thought indispensable. As to the result 
of such investigation, whatever might be the apprehensions of 
the Committee, of course it should not and could not be antici- 
pated. Christian charity would incline every unprejudiced 
mind to hope that no frauds or losses might be found to exist. 
Should such a result be fairly reached, it would be supposed 
that every good man would heartily rejoice, and none more 
heartily than the Assistant Agent himself. The acquittal of 
suspected employés could not criminate him, nor could he be 
supposed to have any interest in their condemnation, unless 
truth and justice demanded it. Yet the hope of a favorable 
result—even of such a result as was actually reached—was 
certainly very feeble. It was hoping against hope. 

All were agreed that the investigation must be made, though 
they were not agreed as to the best method of procedure. 
And it need not be claimed that the Committee made no mis- 
takes, or that in all cases they adopted the best methods of ar- 
riving at the truth, But it is claimed that the investigation 
was impartial ; that it was as thorough as could well be made 
under the circumstances, and that the conclusions reached are 
sustained by the evidence in the case. The investigation was 
doubtless very much more thorough than is generally sup- 
posed. A careful review of the case—a re-examination of all 
the testimony and all the facts—has not led to a change of 
judgment in a single important particular. 

The Committee met, as has been stated, Thursday morning, 
the 4th of November, 1869, and adjourned a little after day- 
light on the morning of the 18th. Up to this point the 
examinations were unavoidably mostly ex parte. Of course the 
work of the Committee was incomplete, and the report then 
sent out was only a partial report—a report of progress up to 
that date. They had gone far enough in their examinations, 
however, to satisfy themselves that, so far as the direct 
interests of the establishment were concerned, little could be 
gained by going further. They were satisfied that if any thing 
1ad been lost, their examinations were not likely to lead to its 
recovery; that no such amounts had been lost as to embarrass 
the Concern in the past or impair its efticiency in the future ; 
that the existing business methods were safe and efficient, and 
that the character of the Agent was above reasonable suspicion. 

Being thus assured that every thing would be safe in the 
hands of the Agents, they thought it best to leave it so until 
the meeting of the present General Conference. Then, if fur- 
ther investigations were deemed necessary, you could order 
them, and make such provision for them as would insure a more 
thorough and satisfactory examination than it was possible for 
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this Committee to make with the time and means at their dis 
posal. And in this view of the case, it seemed important that 
the Committee should act as a unit—that no conflicting reports 
should go out from them. There must be concessions, and un- 
important points of difference in judgment must be yielded. 
The report agreed upon does not, probably, express the full and 
exact judgment of any one member of the Committee, yet 
does express fairly the average judgment of the whole up to 
that stage of the investigatiou. The mistake was in sending 
it out as final and complete. (See Document B.) 

Ard this mistake was not long in making itself known, in 
the wide-spread dissatisfaction with which the report was 
received. So deep and general was this dissatisfaction, that 
it was soon found necessary to assemble the Committee again, 
to finish, if possible, the work left unfinished before. This could 
not be properly called a second investigation, but a continua- 
tion of the investigation already begun. Very little, if any, 
new testimony was obtained implicating anybody in frauds, 
or going to prove losses in the Concern. But the testimony 
already given was much more thoroughly sifted, and new light 
was thrown upon several transactions that had been left in 
darkness before. 

The second meeting began on the 27th of January, 1870, 
and adjourned on the 10th ot February, making in all a full 
month of most diligent and painstaking research. The min- 
utes of these and later meetings, together with the testimony 
taken at those meetings, are herewith submitted. (See Docu- 
ment ©.) 

At the two meetings over fifty witnesses were examined, 
some of them more than once, and nearly all of them at con- 
siderable length. Every aspect of the case was carefully con- 
sidered, and no available source of information was left unex- 

lored. The examination was continued until Dr. Lanahan 
informed the Committee, in answer to inquiry, that he had no 
more facts which he wished to present. 

As the Committee had no power to compel witnesses to at- 
tend, or to testify when present, both their attendance and 
testimony were voluntary. Many of them were men of busi- 
ness, whose time was valuable; many were members of other 
Churches or of no Church at all; yet it is not known that in 
more than one instance did any one refuse to attend, and only 
in two other instances did a witness refuse to give information 
sought, and of which he was known to be in possession. From 
statements made editorially in the “ Methodist,” the Commit- 
tee were led to suppose that the Editor of that paper might be 
in possession of facts which it was important for them to know. 
He was accordingly requested to come before them and com- 
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municate such facts; but though the request was repeated, he 
refused to comply. One of the editors of the “ New York 
Times” refused to give the names of certain persons from 
whom he had received information for his paper concerning 
Book Room affairs. Another gentleman, a member of one of 
the firms of which large quantities of paper had been pur- 
chased for the Book Concern, refused to inform the Committee 
whether Mr. Goodenongh had or had not paid more for paper 
than was paid by the Harpers, and other large publishing houses 
_that purchased of the same firm. The Committee feel that a 
debt of gratitude is due those gentlemen who so kindly came 
forward at their request, and furnished such information as 
would assist them in reaching just conclusions. 

But inasmuch as there was no formal complainant or de- 
fendant—no one, that was in any way amenable to the Com- 
mittee, charged with wrong-doing unless by implication—all 
these examinations were made under great disadvantages. No 
one felt specially responsible for procuring testimony and pre- 
senting it in due form; witnesses could not be sworn, nor sub- 
jected to a searching cross-examination ; and the most obvious 
rules of evidence could not be very strictly adhered to. As 
the case then stood, and as the Committee was then organized, 
an investigation thorough, complete, exhaustive—an investiga- 
tion of all facts, motives, influences—of every thing that might 
have thrown light on the whole subject—could not be made. 
It was simply impossible. There came a time afterward when 
it might have been made—when the Committee had assumed 
a somewhat judicial attitude—when there was a formal pros- 
ecution and defense—when there were complaints so definite 
and far-reaching that the examination, had it then gone on, 
must have been as radical and scrutinizing as the most captious 
could demand—there came such a time, but that time was 
not now. Under the existing circumstances, the Committee 
did all they could do in ascertaining facts, and in judging of 
their significance. 

Atter a sutticient mass of facts had been accumulated to al- 
low of their classification, three questions were proposed around 
which those facts might be grouped, and which might give 
system to further investigations, These questions were sup- 
posed to cover the whole ground, so far as corruption, frauds, 
and losses, were concerned. They are as follows: 

1. In respect of the management or the conduct of the 
Agents, or either of them, has there been any fraud or corrup- 
tion in the Book Concern ? 

2, Has there been any thing corrupt or fraudulent in the 
practice or conduct of any employé of the Book Concern, so 
far as the Printing Department is concerned 2 
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3. Has there been any thing fraudulent or corrupt in the 
practice or conduct of any employé inthe Book Concern, so far 
as the Bindery is concerned ? 

These questions, at the conclusion of the investigation, were 

all answered in the negative—the first by a unanimous vote; 
the second by a vote of eleven out of thirteen, two declining 
to vote either way; and the third by a vote of nine to four. 
H. Bannister, as already stated, was in Europe, and G. W. 
Maltby had been excused and gone home on account of 
sickness. 

In answering the second and third of these questions, the 
Committee acted in view of the following considerations : 

1. To affirm the existence of fraud or corruption in “the 
practice or conduct of any employé of the Book Concern ” in 
either the Printing or Binding Department, would be equiva- 
lent to finding a verdict against a well-known individual—a 
verdict of guzty. It is true, the convicted man would be un- 
named in the verdict, yet he would be well known to all who 
should take an interest in the case. It is true, also, that such 
verdict would bring upon the convict no legal penalty; but it 
would place upon him a brand of infamy, burned so deeply 
into his' good name that time could not efface it. 

2. Such affirmation could not, therefore, be righteously made 
upon evidence less conclusive than would justify a jury, acting 
under oath, in finding a verdict of-guzlty against a prisoner 
upon trial for a similar offense. If there were a reasonable 
doubt, the accused, in the one case as well as the other, is enti- 
tled to the benefit of that doubt. To justify acquittal, the 
evidence of innocence need not be absolutely conclusive; but 
the evidence of guilt must be so.to justify condemnation. 

3. Upon a careful analysis of the evidence, the Committee 
could not say that fraud or corruption was proved in either 
department. In one department the case seemed clear; and 
in the other, so many transactions which at first impressed the 
Committee unfavorably had been explained to their entire sat- 
isfaction, that it seemed reasonable to suppose that others, 
which certainly looked no darker than they, might be ex- 
plained aiso. ; 

With these views, the Committee felt that they would be 
criminal if they should affirm that fraud or corruption existed 
in either department. Such a decision would certainly inflict 
very great injury—probably very great wrong. _ 

When they came to consider the question of losses in the 
Concern, they found that the same considerations applied, and 
with almost the same force. Losses to any thing like the 
amounts elaimed could not have taken place without fraud, or 
criminal carelessness, or want of capacity for business. In- 
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deed, they were mostly charged as the result of fraud, and 
such would have been the general judgment if they had been 
found to exist. 

But the evidence of losses was not more conclusive than the 
evidence of frauds, hence the same judgment was reached in . 
regard to them. <A simple negative was the answer in both 
cases. The Committee affirmed nothing. They had _ trav- 
ersed every allegation of fraud, corruption, defalcation, and 
loss, had carefully weighed all the evidence obtained in its 
support, and in every case the answer was substantially this— 
not proved ; and nothing more. 

The inference was logical, that, if during such an investiga- 
tion, frauds and losses had not been proved, there was little 
probability that they existed. There was certainly a feeling 
of relief in the minds of most of the Committee and others 
who had witnessed the investigation. Yet, whatever may 
have been their opinions, or whatever inferences may have 
been drawn by others, the report of the Committee was care- 
fully guarded at this point. There is nothing in it that would 
have been contradicted, if subsequent investigations had 
brought to light wrongs ever so great. If the existence of 
such wrongs was proved by the evidence before the Committee, 
then the judgment was erroneous; but beyond this not proved, 
no judgment was given or reported. 

The conclusion only was reported, and not the evidence 
upon which it was based. This course has been censured, and 
is regarded as a mistake by many who intend to deal candidly 
with the Committee. And you have aright to know the con- 
siderations which determined our course in this matter. 

1. To have published the evidence 7m extenso would have 
required a large and expensive volume. Much of the matter 
was irrelevant, much of it was encumbered with verbiage and 
repetition, and much of it was unavoidably brought out with- 
out the least regard to logical arrangement. It would have 
been a volume almost or quite unintelligible to readers in 
general. In this form the Committee did not think the Church 
at large, or the General Conference, would justify them in its 
publication. 

2. To condense and arrange it, eliminating every thing 
superfluous or irrelevant, and reducing the whole to order, 
would have required an amount and kind of labor utterly im- 
possible during the session of the Committee. To have accom- 
plished it, either that session must have been lengthened out 
unreasonably, or a sub-committee appointed to prepare it, and 
peonen general meeting held to examine and adopt their 
work, 


3. Such was the partisan feeling already existing, that no 
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satisfactory revision of the evidence was possible. Nothing 
could be left out, nothing rearranged, without incurring the 
charge of unfairness in one quarter or another. A minority 
of the Committee attempted something of the kind on a small 
scale—how satisfactorily the General Conference can judge, 
when you have waded through the whole mass. Other 
attempts have been made to give a summary of the case, but 
the reception given these productions has thus far failed to 
convince the Committee of an error in not attempting it. 

4, As will appear presently, the Committee had reason to 
believe that, by common consent, the whole matter would be 
permitted to rest in quiet until the General Conference. In 
that case, a publication of the evidence in any form would be 
unnecessary. Not only so, such a document would be an occa- 
sion of continued excitement and irritation. And now, what- 
ever may be your judgment of our course, to which we are by 
no means indifferent, we shall have the satisfaction of feelin; 
that we have not, by any such publication, contributed to that 
needless and wicked agitation which has been so persistently 
kept up. 

The report is herewith submitted, and along with it the 
report of the minority. (See Docwment D.) 

All parties seemed agreed that nothing could be gained by 
keeping up the agitation. If it were even admitted that dis- 
honest or incompetent men had been in the Concern, they 
were not there now. If there had been serious faults in the 
business methods, they existed no longer. The Concern was 
now safe and prosperous, and continued agitation could only 
disturb the peace of the Church, and weaken confidence just 
where it was necessary to success and usefulness. It was 
thought that now, if not before, the whole matter might safely 
and advantageously await the review of this General Confer- 
ence. Dr. Lanahan concurred in this view, and gave assur- 
ances that now, having discharged his duty in bringing the 
matter to the notice of the Committee, he would cease from 
agitating the subject, and in future devote himself to the proper 
business of the Concern, until the whole case could be laid 
before you. 

At least, the Committee so understood him, and with this 
understanding dropped the inquiry at this point, instead of go- 
ing on according to the plan of investigation adopted some days 
before. That plan contemplated, in addition to the three 
questions actually considered, an inquiry into the conduct and 
temper of the Agents, to ascertain whether there was any thing 
in their personal relations with each other, or in the probable 
course of both or either of them thereatter, that would imperil 
the Concern or seriously lessen its efficiency. And this branch 
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of the inquiry was dropped in consideration of a definite under- 
standiug with both the Agents, that they would deyote them- 
selves to the current business of the Concern, and avoid every 
thing that would foment discord or agitate the public; leaving 
all questions concerning the past to be settled as you in your 
wisdom might direct. 

This the Committee considered safe, and with this under- 
standing the Report was drawn up, and they adjourned, expect- 
ing to meet no more until the next fall. They still believe 
this plan was practicable and judicious, and that if it had been 
acted upon, the Church at large would have acquiesced, quiet 
and confidence would have been restored, and the case would 
have come before this General Conference without any of the 
complications and personal bitterness that now embarrass it. 

But it was not acted upon, and the consequences have been 
most deplorable. The Committee had hardly reached their 
homes, when an inflammatory “ fly-sheet” was printed and cir- 
culated, how extensively we have no means of knowing. At 
the session of the Baltimore Conference, held soon afterward, 
speeches were made still more inflammatory, and thence scat- 
tered broadcast by means of the secular press. (See Docu- 
ment L.) 

It was in New York city, however, that the most vigorous 
efforts seem to have been put forth, and with a success that 
for a time threatened the most serious consequences. So fierce 
and unscrupulous were these hostile demonstrations, and so 
vigorous withal, that many friends of the Book Concern trem- 
bled for its safety. 

The danger was probably overestimated, but it was thought 
necessary by many, in and around New York, that measures 
should be at once taken to meet it; and in the belief that Dr. 
Lanahan was mainly respousible for the agitation, a bill of 
charges against him was drawn up and sent.to members of the 
Committee, together with an urgent request for their early in- 
vestigation. For furnishing proof of these charges, the signers, 
ministers and laymen, held themselves responsible. Accord- 
ingly the Committee were convened on the 19th of May, 1870, 
and adjourned on the 2ist, deferring action upon the charges 
until the annual meeting in October following. 

This, after the most careful deliberation, was thought to be 
safe, and the best that could be done under the circumstances. 
1) An investigation could not commence until some time in 
the summer, and could not be completed before many of those 
whose presence was considered essential would be away from 
the city, thereby causing much inconvenience, it might be, very 
serious embarrassment. 2) It was thought impossible for the 
Bishops, reduced as their numbers were, to give the subject at 
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that time the attention which its importance demanded. 3) The 
Committee were exceedingly reluctant to resort to extreme 
measures, well knowing that an investigation of the charges 
would be long and exciting, and that nothing but extreme neces. 
sity could justify it. And there was hope that by the time of the 
annual meeting of the Committee the aspect of things would 
so change that such investigation would be unnecessary—that 
the whole matter might still go over to the General Conference 
according to the former expectation. 

But the agitation was kept up, and, as a consequence, when 
the Committee met in Cincinnati on the 26th of October, 1870, 
the charges were again pressed, with some new complaints 
added. At this meeting all the members of the Committee 
were present except G. W. Woodruff, who was absent from 
the country, and J. H. Moore, who was not present on account 
of important public business. After a most careful and pains- 
taking consideration of the case, the Committee could see no 
way to avoid a formal investigation, and took measures accord- 
ingly. Dr. Lanahan was suspended from his office as Assist- 
ant Book Agent, was notified of the time and place of the 
investigation, and, under suitable safeguards, allowed access 
to all books and papers that he might deem necessary to prep- 
aration for his defense. All the effective Bishops were notified 
of the action of the Committee, and requested to be present at 
the investigation. (See Charges, marked E.) 

The meeting for this purpose was held at 805 Broadway, 
New York, commencing Jan. 12,1871. Bishops Janes, Scott, 
Ames, and Simpson were in attendance, and during the pre- 
liminary arrangements made the following communication: 


To the Book Committee: 

DeEAR BRETHREN: In accordance with your request dated 
Nov. 1, 1870, we are here to be present at the investigation, 
before the Book Committee, touching the official conduct of 
Rey. John Lanahan, Assistant Book Agent at New York. 

This case being without precedent in our Church, and this 
being the first instance in which the Discipline of the Church 
relating to it has been administered, we have deemed it 
proper to confer together as to our authority and duty in the 
case. 

1. After consultation, we are of opinion that we are not to 
act as an integral part of the Book Committee, but as a con- 
current authority in determining the results of the investiga- 
tion. 

2. The Committee must conduct the investigation according 
to their own judgment. We hold, however, that as a concur- 
rent authority in the final determination of the case, we have 
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a right to require such information as we may deem necessary 
to enable us to form an intelligent and just judgment. 

3. As our official action is subject to review by the General 
Conference, to which body we are directly amenable, we deem 
it necessary to have a full and perfect record of our participa- 
tion in the proceedings, that we may submit the same to that 
body. For this reason, and to aid us in our consultations 
when by ourselves, we have secured a secretary to make for 
our use such a record. (Signed,) 

Epmunp S. JANES, L. Scort, 


M. SIMPSON, E. R. AMES. 
New Yor«, Jan. 12, 1871. : 


A period was now reached, the first and the last in the his- 
tory of this case, when a thorough investigation, not only of 
the case of the Assistant Agent, but of the Book Concern also, 
was possible—such an investigation as would lay open the 
inner history of the Concern from its origin, if necessary—such 
an investigation as would reveal the origin and history of the 
existing avitation—the motives, aims, and anzmus of all parties 
concerned in it—just such an investigation as the public had 
been clamoring for, and for failing in which, heretofore, the 
Committee had been so severely censured. 

That the case would be vigorously prosecuted, and as vigor- 
ously defended, there was the most ample security. For 
though the official conduct of Dr. Lanahan was ostensibly un- 
der examination, yet, whether by accident or design, the 
charges against him had been so framed as to subject the Book 
Concern itself, during Dr. Carlton’s administration at least, to 
an inspection so searching, that there would be little chance for 
any thing wrong to escape detection. Ifthere had been fraud, 
corruption, and loss, Dr. Lanahan would not only have the 
opportunity of showing it, but would be almost compelled to 
show it, in self-defense. If there had been none, Dr. Carlton 
and his former associates could vindicate themselves by just 
such an examination, and in no other way. If only one leaf 
was left unturned, that might be suspected and charged as 
containing the record of wrong. Reputation and standing 
were at stake on both sides. 

And on both sides able and vigilant attorneys were em- 
ployed. All evidence of whatever description would be sub- 
jected to the severest tests, and its bearing upon the case clear- 
ly and accurately determined. The Committee had taken on 
something of'a judicial character, and, as far as was necessary 
for the purposes of the investigation, would exercise judicial 
powers. For though they did not assume to be a court, their 
functions throughout would be guasi judicial; and, for the 
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sake of order, as well as from the necessities of the case, all the 
proceedings would be according to judicial forms, and, in gen- 
eral, subject to judicial rules and usages. Four Bishops were 
in attendance, whose responsibilities would compel them to 
watch the proceedings at every step, and weigh carefully every 
item of evidence, as in one of two alternatives the final decis- 
ion of the case would be with them. 

In this state of things, an investigation comprehensive, 
minute, scrutinizing, was not only possible, but unavoidable ; 
and if the case was ever to be inquired into by the Book 
Committee, this was obviously the time. Every thing was 
in readiness. And yet there were strong reasons why the 
Committee might still wish for some other solution of the 
difficulty. 

1. The investigation would consume much valuable time. 
How long it would last none could foretell—weeks, certainly, 
and perhaps many of them. And all this time four Bishops 
and fifteen Pastors would be kept from their work, to the det- 
riment of their several fields of labor. Besides, the time of 
many other ministers and not a few laymen would be more or 
less broken in upon, while the whole Church would stand still 
to watch the proceedings. 

2. It was not at all certain that the investigation could be 
completed before the Bishops would be called away to attend 
the spring Conferences. And in this case the proceedings 
must have been adjourned until at least two of the Bishops 
could find time to go on with them. 

3. It would in any case be very expensive, and if adjourned, 
the expense would be largely increased. 

4. But, what was still more important, it had become evi- 
dent that life-long heart-burnings would be engendered among 
brethren who ought to dwell together in unity; that old 
wounds would be opened afresh, which might never again be 
healed ; and that the general demoralization of our Christian 
forces would probably be a greater evil than the loss of time 
and money combined. 

But the Committee saw no way to avoid the investigation, 
without the infliction of evils greater than any or all of these. 
They had felt compelled to undertake it, and now they felt 
compelled to go on with it. They saw no way of escape, 
without proving recreant to the trust reposed in them. <Ac- 
cordingly, they had assumed the appropriate organization ; all 
parties were in readiness; the charges were read by the pros- 
ecution, and responded to by the defense; and the attorney 
for the complainants had risen to open the case. 

Just at this juncture the Bishops interposed the following 
document : 
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To the Book Committee of the Methodist Episcopal Church: 


Dear BrerarEN: In our relations to the Book Commit 
tee, we desire to act on all questions with the utmost frankness 
and courtesy. Heretofore we have not been consulted by your 
body as to the questions involved in this investigation. Of 
this we do not complain; but it seems to us that a point has 
now been reached, when courtesy to the Committee, as well as 
a due regard to our own responsibilities in the premises, requires 
us to make the following statements : 

1. In meeting with the Committee, at their request, to act 
concurrently with them in this investigation, we must not be 
understood as sharing in any sense, or to any extent, the re- 
sponsibility of receiving or entertaining charges against an 
Editor or Agent, prepared and presented as these have been. 
Yet as these charges have been received and entertained by 
the Committee, we consider it to be our duty to proceed with 
them in the investigation. 

2. We cannot act as a concurrent authority in any investi- 
gation, except as to the oficial conduct of an Hditor or Agent. 
The Editors and the Agents, if traveling preachers, are amena- 
ble for their moral and ministerial conduct to the same ecclesi- 
astical authority as any other ministers of the Church. They 
are members of Annual Conferences, and are officially con- 
nected with Quarterly Conferences, and are thus placed under 
the jurisdiction of the Presiding Elders in the intervals of the 
Annual Conferences. As Bishops, we cannot consider and 
give official decisions upon such matters as come properly under 
the jurisdiction of Annual Conferences when in session, or 
of Presiding Elders in the interval of said Conferences. 

3. It has long been a rule in our judicial administration, not 
to allow third parties to prefer charges of slander, or of slan- 
derous utterances, and this administration has never been ex- 
cepted to by the General Conference. We must abide by this 
rule in this investigation, so far as we are concerned. 

4, We do not judge it proper for us to consider the general 
fitness or unfitness for the office, of any man appointed by the 
General Conference as Editor or Agent, unless the cause of 
such alleged unfitness has occurred since his election. As pro- 
vided in the Discipline, we may in given contingencies pass 
upon official conduct, but not upon general fitness for oftice 
except as above. 

(Signed,) E. 8. JANEs, L. Scort, 
M. Simpson, EK. R. AEs. 


This paper took every one by surprise. An expression in 
the very first paragraph was understood and felt as a rebuke to 
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. the Committee for not having consulted with the Bishops in 
regard to this case. And it was felt as an unmerited rebuke. 
In the earlier investigations, the only Bishop to whom they 
had access had been very freely consulted. During the meet- 
ing at Cincinnati, where Dr. Lanahan was suspended, Bishop 
Clark was present, and was consulted so far as he felt it pru- 
dent to give advice; and since then there had been no oppor- 
tunity and no occasion for consultation, until we met here. 
Then the Bishops were invited to meet with the Committee in 
private conference, while for a day and a half preliminaries 
were freely discussed, in which discussions they expressly de- 
clined to participate. 

But this feature of the paper, though it gave pain at the 
time, had nothing to do with the merits of the case, and of 
course had no influence upon the subseqnent action of the 
Committee. But other features of it had influence, resulting 
in a discontinuance of the proceedings. At the moment of its 
presentation no one seemed to know what to do, and for a short 
time the investigation was allowed to goon. It was then inter- 
rupted by motions, propositions, and discussions, and, after three 
days, spent by the Committee in private conference with the 
Bishops and each other, was finally discontinned. This diseon- 
tinuance, like most other acts of the Committee, has been 
severely censured, and was at the time set down as another 
blunder on their part. So at least three of their own number 
regarded it, and entered their protest accordingly. Under 
these circumstances it is certainly due the General Conference 
that some of the more important reasons for this course should 
be given. 

As already seen, the Committee had entered upon the in- 
vestigation of the charges against Dr. Lanahan with great re- 
luctance, and only when they felt that they must do it, or 
prove unfaithful to the trust reposed in them. And a minor- 
ity—a small but influential minority—had always considered 
the proceeding unnecessary and unwise, and of course their 
judgment was not without weight. The Committee saw the 
wide range the investigation would take, the grave conse- 
quences that would result, and knew that formidable diffi- 
culties would be encountered. But now ‘the matter was 
more complicated than ever, and a class of difficulties had 
arisen which they had not looked for. The conviction was 
strong in many minds, if not all, that, in consequence of the © 
position assumed by the Bishops, the case could not proceed 
without the most serious embarrassinent while in progress, 
and almost certain failure to reach a result that would be 
final. 

They regarded the paper as, in effect, a veto in advance, in 
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case a decision should be reached unfavorable to Dr. Lanahan. .. 
They understood it as a notification from the Bishops that 
the charges did not come within the cognizance of the Com- 
mittee, that the contemplated proceedings would be un- 
authorized, and that conclusions requirig their concurrence 
to give them force would not be concurred in by them. The 
implication clearly was, that the Committee were usurping 
the powers of an Annual Conference. 

All this was done very cautiously, and indirectly, but none 
the less strongly. The Bishops ostensibly defined only their 
own powers—but it was as a “concurrent authority,” and the 
implication could not be mistaken. They did not say that 
the Committee had done or contemplated doing any thing il- 
legal; but if such were not their judgment, there could be no 
assignable reason for the judicial opinions given. They did 
not affirm that the Committee were imperiling themselves ; 
but they would not take the risk of going along with them as 
a concurrent authority. Zhey “must not be understood as 
sharing, in any sense or to any extent, the responsibility of 
receiving or entertaining charges against an Editor or Avent, 
prepared and presented as these have been.” They “‘ cannot 
act as a concurrent authority in any investigation, except as 
to the official conduct of an Editor or Agent.” They “ can- 
not consider and give official decisions upon such matters as 
come properly under the jurisdiction of Annual Conferences 
when in session, or of Presiding Elders in the interval of said 
Conferences.” They cannot, so far as they are concerned, 
“allow third parties to prefer charges of slander or slanderous 
utterances.” Zhey “do not judge it proper for them to con- 
sider the general fitness or unfitness for the office of any man 
appointed by the General Conference as Editor or Agent, 
unless the cause of such alleged unfitness has occurred since 
his election.” . 

Of course, if it was unsafe for the Bishops to act as “ @ con- 
current authority,” it was unsafe for the Committee; and if 
the Committee, according to the clearly implied opinion of 
the Bishops, were acting without authority, then would their 
decisions be without force. 

It was clear that, according to the judgment of the Bishops, 
every one of these objectionable elements entered into the 
charges as they were before the Committee, and to such an 
extent that to eliminate them would be to destroy the force of 
the charges themselves. The names of some of the charges 
might be changed, but the substance must remain in most 
cases, or the facts sought for on both sides could not be 
reached, and the investigation would amount to nothing. It 
was very evident that the case must proceed substantially as 
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it was begun, or it must stop altogether. Any important 
change of issue was impossible. 

The very grave importance of this document, apart from its 
bearing upon this particular case, must secure for it the most 
serious consideration on the part of this General Conference. 

As a matter of fact, the Committee had not thought it 
necessary to inquire into any of these points raised by the 
Bishops, as none of them were supposed to be involved in the 
case before them. They supposed themselves acting within 
the spirit and letter of the Jaw. Every act and word com- 
plained of in the charges preferred against Dr. Lanahan were 
charged as having been done or spoken by him in the exercise 
of his official functions, and not otherwise ; and were therefore 
regarded as official conduct, whatever might be their moral 
aspects, and to whatever penalties they might subject him in his 
conference. The Committee could not disturb his Conference 
relations, nor could the Conference meddle with his official 
relations. And though the two bodies might take cognizance 
of the same acts—this in their moral aspects, that in their 
official; this as they bear upon his conference relations, that 
as they affect his official relations to the Book Concern—yet 
their jurisdiction is wholly distinct and dissimilar, and cannot 
by any possibility come into collision. The Committee, there- 
fore, supposed themselves proceeding to investigate the official 
conduct, and the official conduct only, of the Assistant Book 
Agent at New York. 

‘But the Bishops were understood to take a different view 
of the case, and to express their determination to act, as of 
course they should act, upon their own judgment. 

This judgment and this purpose, thus officially announced 
at such a time, may well be supposed to have had a most 
startling effect—to have made the most resolute waver, and to 
have confirmed the doubts of such as had any misgivings be- 
fore; and the effect was to render an abandonment of the 
case inevitable. The only remaining question was a question 
of time. The case might go on for a time and then break 
down, or it might be discontinued at once. Had it not been 
for this interposition, the investigation would most certainly 
have been prosecuted to the end; but from the moment of 
that interposition, it was equally certain that it must cease. 
A majority of the Committee would, no doubt, have chosen to 
go on, notwithstanding the embarrassment, if the body had 
been unanimously in favor of it, or nearly so. But with 
a strong minority determinedly opposed to it, and in the 
face of such obstacles, the hope of accomplishing any good re- 
sult by attempting to proceed with the investigation seemed 
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Whether, then, it was better to close up the case as it was 
done, or attempt its further continuance, remains, and must 
forever remain, an open question. Indeed, whether by the dis- 
continuance of the investigation itself, by whatever influences 
it may have been brought about, a great good was lost or a 
creat danger avoided, no man knows or can know. 

It is doubtful whether any body was quite satisfied with this 
untimely ending of an investigation for which such thorough 
preparation had been made, and from which so much had 
been expected. And it was not discontinued without the 
adoption of measures intended to quiet to some extent the pub- 
lic mind, secure as far as possible an harmonious administration 
of Book Room affairs by the Agents, and provide for a thor- 
ough inspection of the books and business methods of the Con- 
cern. A Sub-Committee of three members was appointed, 
who, in conjunction with Bishop Scott, and with the approval 
of Messrs. Fancher and Reynolds, the two leading attorneys, 
were to appoint competent and impartial accountants to make 
the proposed examination, and report the result to the Book 
Committee at its next annual meeting. 

The action of the Committee in thus disposing of the case 
received the approval of the Bishops in the following com- 
munication, made to the Committee on the day of final ad- 
journment, January 21st, 1871: 


To the Book Committee: 

Dear BRETHREN: We received your request to be present 
at this investigation of the case of Dr. Lanahan while we were 
holding our annual meeting in Baltimore. We felt very pro- 
foundly the gravity and difficulty of the duty. 

We thereupon appointed a committee of our Board, to ex- 
amine the different enactments of the General Conterence, and 
the present Discipline relating to the subject. We met in 
Philadelphia two days before you convened us here, to conter 
with reference to our understanding of the law, and as to the 
nature and extent of our responsibilities in the premises. 

The result of these careful deliberations is embodied in the 
two papers presented to the Committee. We believe that 
those papers state the constitutional and statute laws of the 
Church on the subject, and we felt ourselves constrained to 
present them, from a clear conviction of duty to all the parties 
interested in this investigation. 

We have been led to make this statement, as our communi- 
cation is referred to in your final action. 

In the further procedure of your Committee in the execu- 
tive session, we had no strictly official connection, nor iu your 
final action had we any official authority. Yet as you court- 
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eously invited us to be present at your executive sessions, and 
requested our opinions during your deliberations, we deem it 
to be both respectful and proper to add the following state- 
ment: 

We are happy to say that we witnessed with great satisfac- 
tion the anxiety and carefulness with which you considered all 
the delicate and perplexing questions upon which you have 
been called to act. 

We also fully appreciated all the complications and embar- 
rassments surrounding the case, and we were fully aware that 
there was room for honest differences of opinion. But after 
having listened to the discussion, and after full and careful de- 
liberation, we are prepared to say that your action in the case 
meets our approval, as having been wise and proper; and we 
believe it will be conducive to the best interests of the Church 
and of all concerned. (Signed,) E. 8. Janes, L. Scort, 

M. Simpson, E. R. Ames. 


After the action in the case was thus completed, there was 
hope that the united influence of the Bishops would avail to 
maintain quiet at headquarters ; that candid men every-where, 
even if not quite satisfied, would nevertheless suspend judg- 
ment; and that, for the present at least, agitation would cease. 
And in this hope, not oversanguine, the Committee adjourned. 
(See Document H.) 

The Sub-Committee afterward had two laborious sessions, 
but failed to agree upon accountants whom both the attorneys 
would approve. Of course but little was gained in the way 
of quiet, and nothing toward the adjustment of the existing 
difficulties. 

The parties interested in the investigation had consented 
reluctantly to its discontinuance. Dr. Carlton, whose admin- 
istration was called in question, had urged that if it were dis- 
continued, some arrangement should be made for a thorough 
examination of the books and business of the Book Concern, 
and had acquiesced in the arrangements made by the Com- 
mittee for such examination. But now, this measure having 
failed, and charges of mismanagement of the Concern being 
still current, he felt that he could rest under these charges no 
longer. He accordingly employed three accountants, men of 
repute for ability and integrity, and set them upon an examina- 
tion, with instructions to make it as thorough and far-reaching 
as was necessary to a perfect understanding of all questions 
involved. These instructions, together with a correspondence 
that grew out of this measure, are found in the accompanying - 
pamphlet, marked “F For this arrangement the Committee 
are in no way responsible, yet as it forms a somewhat notice- 
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able feature in the history of this case, your attention is called 
to it. 

When the Committee adjourned on the 21st of January, 
1871, it was without the slightest expectation of coming to- 

ether again until the annual meeting in February, 1872. 
But about the middle of May following they received by tele- 
graph the startling intelligence that Dr. Lanahan had com- 
menced a suit which would bring the Book Concern into the 
secular Courts. This rendered an immediate meeting of the 
Book Committee necessary, in order to consult concerning this 
new danger. 

They came together, accordingly, on the 25th of May, when 
it was found that Dr. Lanahan had sued Dr. Carlton and the 
Book Concern in the Supreme Court of the State of New 
York, for a writ of mandamus, to get possession of the books 
of the Concern, for the avowed purpose, according to his sworn 
statement, of ascertaining whether Dr. Carlton, as head of the 
old corporation, had turned over all the property of the Book 
Concern to Carlton & Lanahan, corporators under an act of 
the New York Legislature of the preceding winter. 

The Concern was thus brought into the Courts under the sworn 
implication that, under the new charter, the legal control of the 
property was no longer in the hands of Church officers, as such, 
but of a corporation created the winter before by the New York 
Legislature ; and under the further implication, that Dr. Carl- 
ton was withholding property which of right belonged to this 
new corporation. 

If this writ of mandanwis were granted, or the Book Concern 
brought into the Courts upon this or any other pretext, no 
human foresight could look with even probable certainty to the 
end. The danger was imminent, and men not easily moved 
were alarmed. Dr, Lanahan afterward claimed. that he sought 
the mandamus for a purpose very different from that which he 
had sworn to—a purpose comparatively innocent—in itself 
right enough. But even this would by no means justity a step 
fraught with so much danger, unless in the last extremity. Of 
course the Committee could not then judge of the urgency of 
the case; but they became satisfied afterward, as did Bishop 
Janes also, that no such extremity existed. 

Dr, Carlton made complaint against Dr. Lanahan on account 
of this and other matters, which he alleged interfered with the 
business of the Concern, and threatened it with ruinous conse- 
quences. After a careful consideration of the case, Dr. Lana- 
han was again “suspended from his official relation to the 
Book Concern at New York,” the time for the investigation of 
his “ official conduct” fixed for June the 15th, and other pre- 
liminary matters arranged accordingly. A full account of this 
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meeting of the Committee, so far as it relates to this case, is 
found in the printed pamphlet marked “ G.” 

On the 15th of June, 1871, the Committee met pursuant to 
adjournment. The four effective Bishops—Janes, Scott, Simp- 
son, and Ames—had been notified and requested to attend the 
investigation, but only Bishops Janes and Ames were present. 
The Committee were all in attendance. A very full report of 
all the proceedings in this case is given in the Stenographer’s 
minutes, to which, along with the Secretary’s record, the Gen- 
eral Conference is respectfully referred. (See Document I.) 

For obvious reasons, the investigation was confined to the 
specific acts charged in the complaint. It was upon these, and 
these only, that Dr. Lanahan was now suspended by the Com- 
mittee, and of course upon these alone he should be tried. And 
besides, to have examined all the issues of the preceding two 
years would have been to re-open the issues of the attempted 
investigation of only five months before—issues which were 
then considered beyond the jurisdiction of the Committee, and 
in the investigation of which the Bishops could not act as “a 
concurrent authority.” Of course, if it was unlawful then, it 
would be unlawful now. 

After a careful hearing of the case by the Committee, and a 
very full discussion of it among themselves, it was decided, by a 
vote of eleven to four, that “ Rev. John Lanahan should be re- 
moved from his office as Assistant Agent.” 


This action of the Committee was referred to the Bishops 
present, Bishops Janes and Ames, for their concurrence. 
Bishop Janes concurred with the Committee in removing Dr. 
Lanahan, but Bishop Ames did not concur; and his non- 
concurrence left Dr. Lanahan where he was before his suspen- 
sion—in the full exercise of his powers as Assistant Book Agent 
at New York. 

The opinion of Bishop Janes is given below. Bishop Ames 
assigned, somewhat at length, his reasons for non-concurrence, 
in a paper which he withdrew the next day, and for which he 
substituted the brief paper which follows that of Bishop 
Janes. 

The following papers convey the opinions of the two 
Bishops, in the order of their final delivery before the Com- 
mittee : 

OpiINIon or BisHop JANES. 


New Yor«, June 26, 1871. 
To the Book Committee: 
Dear BretHReN: When you notified me, on the 27th of 
May, that you had suspended Rev. John Lanahan, Assistant 
Book Agent, and fixed the 15th instant for the “investigation” 
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of the complaints, there were but two of my colleagues who 
could by possibility be present, and one of these, Bishop Scott, 
wrote me that it was inconvenient for him to be present, but 
that if Bishop Ames and myself judged it very important, 
and would telegraph him, he would come. As soon as Bishop 
Ames arrived I consulted with him, and we joined in a telegram 
expressing it as our judgment that it was very important for 
him to “be present.” From some cause, which as yet we haye 
been unable to ascertain, it never reached him. We waited 
until Tuesday, constantly expecting his arrival, and then tele- 
graphed to know if he had received our communication, 
Learning he had not, we again by telegraph expressed to him 
our judgment that it was very important he should be here. 
He promptly came on, but did not arrive until the taking of 
testimony was nearly closed. He remained and heard the 
pleadings of counsel. On Saturday morning he expressed to 
us the fear thatif he took part in the decision of the case after 
hearing so little of the testimony he might be severely criti- 
cised, and concluded to return home. 

As the Discipline required the presence of two Bishops, and 
as Bishop Ames and inyself were the only two who could be 
present, the unpleasant duty devolved upon us. I feel that 
my connection with the case is against my will and by compul- 
sion of circumstances. This explanatory statement was due 
to Bishop Scott, and perhaps not out of place concerning 
ourselves. ° 

Iam conscious that the official notification of your action 
of last Saturday evening, removing Rey. John Lanahan from 
the office of Assistant Book Agent at New York, devolves upon 
me a most weighty responsibility. The deposition of a brother 
and minister from an office of so much dignity and useful- 
ness is of itself a very serious matter. Its effects upon him- 
self and family must be very afilictive. Whether it will 
promote peace,-or increase agitation in the Church, is a ques- 
tion of the highest consideration. 

The question, therefore, whether the Book Committee had 
good and sufficient reasons for the action they took in the 
case of Dr. Lanahan, is one that I ought to examine very care- 
fully and candidly before I concur in it. The Church and the 
public will scan it, and the next General Conference most 
severely review it. Under this sense of responsibility, since I 
received the notice of your action I have given to the subject 
the most prayerful and earnest attention which my official 
duties and health would permit. 

The principal act complained of, as follows— 


I, On or about the 10th day of May, 1871, the ‘Assistant Agent made 
an affidavit, and caused a proceeding to be instituted thereon in 


a 


1872.] Report of the Book Commvittee. 588 


the Sxpreme Court of the State of New York for the purpose of procuring 
a writ of mandamus from said court against the Methodist Book Concern 
and its Agent, to compel free access to all the books and vouchers of said 
Book Concern from 1856 to the present time, and to allow him to make 
such examination of the same, both personally and with the assistance of 
any accountant he mivht employ, as to him might. seem desirable. 

_ The Assistant Agent based said proceeding upon the improper assump- 
tion that he was an Agent and Corporator of said Book Concern, baving 
equal power and authority with said Agent, and upon other improper as- 
sertions and pretenses, as will appear by said affidavit, a copy whereof 
is herewith submitted, all which is contrary to his proper official 
conduct. see 

I. By said affidavit and proceeding. and otherwise, the Assistant Agent 
has arrogated authority which is not accorded to him by the Book of Dis- 
cipline of the Church, or by any other authority of the Church; and the 
said proceeding against the Book Concern and its Agent, brought in a 
temporal court, tends to scandalize the Church and the Concern— 


is admitted, and justification is set up or pleaded. This is in 
harmony with our Discipline on this subject. The inquiry, 
therefore, is, Is the justification made out? It is pleaded that 
the cash-books and check-books of the Concern were necessary 
to enable him properly to defend himself in a civil suit for 
libel pending against himself, and, being urged to trial, that 
he applied to Dr. Carlton for them and was refused them, Dr. 
Carlton in some instances pleading the instructions of the 
Book Committee as his justification in so doing. 

If these books were necessary to the defendant for the pur- 
poses stated, he ought undoubtedly to have them. The inter- 
ests of truth, of righteousness, and the golden rule of the 
Saviour, required it. As Assistant Agent he had a right, ob- 
serving strictly the rules of the House in doing it—the same 
order as is observed by the senior Agent—to go and examine 
them. This right inheres in his office. It is just as necessary 
to him in the performance of several of the specified functions 
of his office as to the senior Agent, and, therefore, just as much 
his right. The law requires no officer to do what it does not 
empower him to do. If prevented by the senior Agent, he 
ought to take proper means to secure thisright. In doing this 
there might come an exigency when it would be right for him 
to appeal to the civil authorities ; but this should be a last resort, 
after all ecclesiastical means failed. The Book Committee 
are his disciplinary advisers. His first appeal should be to 
them. If they refuse to come together at his call, or, coming 
together, fail to give him his rights, or the senior Agent refus- 
ing to carry out their instructions to that effect, and no other 
recourse being left him, after due counsel, he would undoubt- 
edly be at liberty to seek the intervention of the civil courts. 
All this would take but a few days, as the history of this case 
shows—less time than the obtaining of the mandamus of the 
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Court.. I think the Assistant Agent erred in not seeking re- 
dress from the alleged action of the senior Agent in this way 
before he went to the Court, and the more so as Dr. Carlton 
professed to be governed by the instructions of the Book Com- 
mittee. 

The manner of making the application to the Court, in my 
judgment, was erroneous. True, his counsel testify that they 
advised the course pursued, and drew up the affidavit, and 
gave it as their opinion that it was right. Still it seems to me 
Dr. Lanahan did wrong in allowing his counsel to use only the 
Charter in determining his official status. While in that he 
and Dr. Carlton are corporators or trustees jointly of the prop- 
erty of the Concern, yet in the Discipline and in the election 
of the General Conference he is styled Assistant Agent; and 
the Discipline and the usage of the Church in important re- 
spects made Dr. Carlton his superior. His counsel should 
have been required to correctly state his office in all proceed- 
ings where his ofticial station was referred to. To do other- 
wise could not fail to produce a “ conflict of authority ” and to 
mislead. | 

Dr. Lanahan must also be responsible, for the reasons as- 
signed, for asking the mandamus. One reason given is in 
these words: “ For the purpose of ascertaining whether all the 
property held by or standing in the name of the Agents or 
former Agents of said Book Concern has been turned over to 
the said corporation, this deponent desires to examine the 
books of said Concern, and particularly the check-books, bank- 
books, and vouchers from 1856 to the present time.” It was 
certainly right for the Assistant Agent to seek and possess this 
information. For the purpose of obtaining this information, I 
hold he had a perfect right to personally examine any and all 

‘of the books of the Concern under the rules of the house. If 
prevented by the senior Agent it would be a proper subject to 
bring to the attention of the Book Committee. As Dr. Lana- 
han. does not claim in his affidavit to know there was any such 
property not so turned over and in jeopardy, the case does not 
seem to be so urgent that if the Book Committee and senior 
Agent failed to give him the information the matter could not 
lie over until the meeting of the General Conference. I can- 
not, therefore, see the necessity for this legal procedure. As 
the Assistant au. did not know there was any property be- 
longing to the Concern, for which he was in part responsible, 
which was not so turned over to the corporation, and in his 
affidavit gives no reason why he supposed there existed any 
property thus imperiled, I cannot see it right for him to go be- 
fore the Court and by an affidavit create such a suspicion 
throughout the Church. It required more than negative 
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knowledge, or want of knowledge, to justify him in creating 
such an alarm and agitation. Admitting he desired to obtain 
information that would aid him in his defense in the pending 
libel suit, and admitting all the annoyances and wrongs com- 
plained of in his efforts to see these books and papers, I fail to 
see any such urgency in the condition of things, or any other 
reason, that justified this procedure. If “ brother going to law 
with brother ” is a religious offense, except in cases of absolute 
necessity, must it not be an official wrong when a high officer 
in the Church goes to law with his associate and superior offi- 
cer unless the extremest reasons compelled it, all other means 
having been tried and having failed? In my judgment it was 
an official error in the case under consideration. 

In reference to the items of official misconduct alleged in the 
third general statement in the bill of complaints, I deem it — 
proper to say that, after considering the circumstances under 
which they occurred, so far as they did occur, and the explana- 
tions given by the defendant, I cannot agree with the Com- 
mittee in their judgment upon the three first, that they were 
official misconduct. The last paragraph in the communication 
of the complainant is in the words, “In view of the foregoing 
facts, and a great number of others which have been brought to 
your notice during the past two years, it remains for you, in 
your wisdom, as the supervisors of the Methodist Book Con- 
cern, to take such action as under the circumstances you may 
judge will best promote the interests of the Church and the 
Book Concern.” When I read this I supposed all the issues of 
the past two years were to be examined; but none of the 
“ great number of other facts”? were traversed at all except in 
the speeches of counsel, neither did the Committee vote upon 
them. As the complainant and the Committee seemed to 
regard them only as rhetoric, I shall so treat them. The Com- 
mittee will, therefore, perceive that my opinion, whatsoever it 
may be, will be based wholly upon the first and principal com- 
plaint, namely, the suing out a writ of mandamus. 

During the investigation the Bishops have not deemed it 
proper for them to speak upon the matters before you, as no 
disciplinary question involving our action arose, Individ- 
ually I feel that, being compelled to sustain an important re- 
lation in this case, it is my duty to say a few things in relation 
to general Book Room questions before I settle the question 
of concurrence. 

The management of the Book Room having become a sub- 
ject of inquiry and criticism, the question of its integrity can 
be settled only by a most thorough, competent, and impartial 
examination. This examination must be made, in part at 
least, by laymen ; not wholly by accountants, but men whose 
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general business reputation and character are known through- 
out the Church. They must be so selected and appointed that 
there can be no apprehension, no semblance, even, of their 
being partisan ; their roots, even, must not be found in parti- 
san grounds. Nothing short of this will satisfy the Church ; 
nothing short of this ought to satisfy the Church ; nothing short 
of this need satisfy the Church, for it will certainly be had, 
No human power can prevent it. It may be embarrassed and 
delayed, but cannot be stopped. The longer it is delayed the 
more thorough it will be. An examination that would have 
been satisfactory six months ago would not be satisfactory 
to-day. Books and book-keeping, buying, selling, printing, 
binding, all the modes and methods of business, must be in- 
quired into and reported upon. It is because the Church sees 
this examination to be inevitable that she is calmly waiting for 
its results, and because she sees it to be inevitable she. will con- 
tinue calmly to wait until it comes. She will not be agitated, 
but wait in quietude and confidence, and in my judgment. all 
parties can well afford to wait until, in an orderly way, and 
through appropriate agencies, this result may be obtained. 
Whether it can be had before the General Conference or not I 
cannot say. If it can I shall be glad; if not, Iam sure it will 
come then or afterward. In this I do not intend to reflect upon 
the past. Perhaps under the complications that have existed 
all has been done that could have been done up to this time. 

I will add here, I believe the Book Concern to be perfectly 
solvent. I believe, and largely from personal knowledge, that 
the last exhibit sent to the Conferences is a reliable statement 
of its condition. There is no oceasion whatever of apprehen- 
sion on this point. 

I desire further to add, I have no suspicion of the honesty 
of either of the present or any of the former Agents. No 
amount of gossip or newspaper declarations, even though they 
be found in Church papers, shall make me question their 
integrity. Nothing but legal evidence shall shake my con- 
fidence in them. All the Church should hold them to be true 
and upright until they have legal evidence to the contrary. 
But this does not imply that they may not have been deceived 
in some of their subordinates, nor that their modes of conduct- 
ing the business may not be improved. 

ith Dr. Lanahan I have been acquainted for more than a 
quarter of a century. I have assigned him to some of the 
most responsible and difficult appoitments in his Conference. 
He has always met his obligations with fidelity and ability. I 
have honored him in my heart as well as in my administration. 
My confidence in him as a Christian brother and minister of 
the Lord Jesus Christ is unshaken,and my affection for him 
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undisturbed. My decision refers only to his official act as 
Assistant Agent of the Book Concern. His act of suing out a 
writ of »andamus at the time and in the manner he did I ean- 
not approve; but the question whether the error is sufficient 
to remove him from office I have found a very difficult one to 
decide. With hesitancy (for on this one point my mind has 
wavered up to this moment) the preponderance of my con- 
victions of official duty in the case requires me, though it is the 
most painful official duty of my life, to concur with the Com- 
mittee in their action of the 24th instant in removing Rey. 
John Lanahan from his office as Assistant Book Agent at New 
York, and [hereby concur. E. 8. JANES. 


OPINION OF BisHop AMEs. 
New Yorx, June 26, 1871. 
To the Book Committee: 

Dear Breruren: Bishop Janes and myself agree in our 
judgment touching the law which governs the Book Agents 
in the discharge of their official duties. 

First. That the Agent has sole control in conducting the 
business of the Concern, and that he is to be assisted by the 
Junior Agent, who should receive the wishes of his official 
superior with deference, and should execute them with cbeer- 
fulness. Ido not understand that there has been any conflict 
of authority between the Agents under this provision of the 
law. 

Second. That in deciding what books shall be published the 
Agents have equal authority. ‘They must mutually agree be- 
fore a volume can issue from the press. This is the law, and 
the practice under it has been uniform. The names of both 
Agents are on the title-page of every book. 

Third. The Agents are required to make exhibits annually 
and quadrennially. 

This official duty required of the Agents by the General 
Conference is equally binding on each, and the document al- 
ways has had the signatures of both Agents. 

It appears to me absolutely necessary, in order to the right 
performance of this important duty, that each of the Agents 
should be permitted to enjoy, without any restriction, the right 
to examine all the books and papers of the Concern. 

On the question of the unrestricted official right of the 
Assistant Agent to examine all the books and accounts of the 
Concern there has arisen a conflict of authority. It seems to 
me, from an examination of this case, that the Assistant Avent 
has not been permitted to exercise this right. He applied to 
the courts for aid that he might secure it. Such an act must 
be judged of in the light of its own surroundings. 
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I so judge of this, and so judging, I do not feel justified in 
visiting upon it so severe a penalty as that inflicted by the 
Committee. , : 

Bishop Janes and myself differ only in the conclusion which 
we draw from the facts on this single point; and in our long 
and intimate official relations with each other we have always 
drawn together so harmoniously and pleasantly that it pains 
me to differ from my colleague in the slight matter of drawing 
a conclusion; but, as I do differ, honesty compels me to say 
so. But with this single exception I agree most cordially in 
all that Bishop Janes has said in his written opinion in the case. 

In conclusion, brethren of the Committee, I must say that 
the penalty inflicted by your verdict appears to me to be more 
severe than the gravity and importance of the complaints jus- 
tify; and, as I find myself at variance with your judgment, 
duty compels me to say that I cannot and do not concur in 
your verdict removing Rev. John Lanahan from his office of 
Assistant Book Agent of the Book Concern at New York. 

E. R. AMES. 


At this point a new danger was encountered. Dr. Carlton, 
feeling that he could endure no more, and that his usefulness 
in the Concern was at an end, tendered his resignation of the 
Agency. This it was felt would be perilous, probably ruinous 
in its consequences; and the most earnest efforts were imme- 
diately made to induce him to reconsider his determination. 
The following resolutions were adopted by the Committee, 
the first immediately, and the second a few hours later: 

Whereas, Dr. Thomas Carlton has tendered his resignation, 
to take effect immediately ; 

Lesolved, That in view of our responsibilities as the guard- 
ians of the interests of the Book Concern, and the importance 
of his continuing at its head, we cannot consent to accept his 
resignation. 

fesolved, That nothing has occurred in the investigations 
through which the Book Committee has passed to unsettle, or 
in anywise impair, our confidence in the ability, integrity, and 
faithfulness of Dr. Thomas Carlton, Agent of the Methodist 
Book Concern, and that we do most fully indorse him as a 
Christian gentleman and Church officer, whose character is 
above reproach.” 

Dr. Carlton was finally induced to withdraw his resignation, 
to the great relief’ of all friends of the Concern. 

Before this point was reached, the mandamus sued for by 
Dr. Lanahan had been denied by the Court, and in such a man- 
ner as to give very little encouragement for further applica. 
tions in the same direction. The reasonings and conclusion 
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of that decision are herewith submitted. (See Document K.) 
The Committee, too, had about exhausted their powers, which 
by this time they found to be quite limited. In addition to 
examinations already made, they had provided for such an ex- 
amination as would satisfy candid men, and these were all 
they conld reasonably hope to satisfy. Without, therefore, 
stopping to inquire what would satisfy persistent belligerents, 
they had sought only to satisfy their own judgments and 
consciences. 

Experiments with committees representing different and con- 
flicting partisan views and interests had not proved very satis- 
factory heretofore, and it was believed that one competent and 
trustworthy referee, with nobody to trammel him and nobody 
to divide the responsibility with him, would be more safe and 
efficient than any number of men that could be selected. The 
Committee therefore selected a man whose reputation, pecuni- 
ary circumstances, and social position, placed him as far as 
possible above the suspicion of partisanship or party influ- 
ences, and whose tried integrity, ability, thorough acquaint- 
ance with business in general, and Book Concern business in 
particular, would entitle his decisions to the most implicit 
confidence—JamES P. KILBRETH, of Cincinnati. 

He was authorized to go into the Book Concern at New 
York, employ such help as he might need, and examine every 
thing in its present condition and past history where light 
could be gained touching questions affecting its interests. The 
following are the resolutions of appointment and instruction : 

Resolved, 1. That in order to secure a proper inspection of 
the accounts of the Book Concern, we employ James P. Kil- 
breth, of Cincinnati, to make such inspection, and that he be 
authorized to select such assistants as he may find necessary. 

2. That we refer to Mr. Kilbreth all the various allegations 
and charges of fraud and mismanagement made from time to 
time by the Assistant Agent against the Book Concern; and 
we especially direct his attention to such books, and accounts, 
and business transactions, of whatever date or of whatever 
department of the Concern, as by such allegations are said to 
involve frauds, losses, or mismanagement. 

3. That Mr. Kilbreth be allowed access to the records and 
papers of the Book Concern as he may desire. 

4, That he be directed also to examine the methods of busi- 
ness and modes of book-keeping, and report on the same. 

Clothed with such unrestricted powers of examination, the 
Committee felt confident that if thers was or had been any 
thing wrong in the Concern Mr. Kilbreth would find it, and 
equally confident that he would report the result of his inves- 
tigations with perfect impartiality. And, in common with the 
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whole Church, they have awaited his report with intense in- 
terest, and not without some degree of solicitude. 

They had no apprehensions as to the financial safety of the 
Book Concern—none as to the integrity of the Agent, or the 
uprightness of Mr. Goodenough, late head of the printing de- 
partinent—and they had not lost confidence in other parties, 
who had been implicated in the charges made against the busi- 
ness management of the Concern. But Dr. Lanahan still 
persisted in his charges, and in other quarters there were mys- 
terious outgivings—dark insinuations of some great wrongs yet 
to be brought to light. And, as the examinations of the Coinmit- 
tee had been thus far confined almost wholly to matters brought 
to their attention by Dr. Lanahan, and to evidence of fraud 
which he had indicated, they knew those examinations were 
unavoidably incomplete. Of course they knew not what 
might be brought out by the examinations of Mr. Kilbreth. . If 
his investigations should establish the innocence of all parties, 
they would most heartily rejoice; but if fraud had been prac- 
ticed, they desired to see the criminal exposed. 

The presumption at that stage of the proceedings was that 
no serious frauds had been practiced or losses sustained, inas- 
much as none had been proved. 

1. It seemed impossible that the business should have pros- 
pered as it had done, and under the heavy burdens it had 
borne, if weakened, as it must have been, by the constant drain 
upon its resources involved in the frauds alleged. The finan- 
ciering necessary to accomplish such results under such cireum- 
stances would be little less than miraculous. 

2. Thus far the Committee had discovered nothing that 

either had not been explained, or that might not with reason- 
able probability be explained thereafter. 
_ 8. From year to year Committees appointed by the General 
Conterence, and embracing some of the most eminent men in 
the Church, had fully, and upon personal inspection, indorsed 
the business methods and management of the Concern, and 
had reported in the most approving terms of the ability, fidelity, 
and success with which every department was administered. 

4, During the year 1862, in pursuance of an order from 
the preceding General Conference, the books and business 
methods of the Concern were subjected to an unusually scruti- 
nizing examination by a competent accountant, under the di- 
rection of the Book Committee. That Committee consisted 
of GrorGE Peck, O. B. Tipprrt, GarpNeR Baxker, W. H. 
PItsBuRY, JOHN Coit, M. D’C. Crawrorp, and S. Y. Monrog, 
all honored names. In their report to the General Conference 
of 1864 they make special mention of this examination, and pre- 
cede it with the following emphatic indorsement of the Agents : 
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Careful investigation has satisfied us that the Agents in 
charge of the Concern are interested, capable, and faithful 
men. Each successive year the conviction has strengthened 
that they are the “right men in the right place.” ‘ 

Mr, Kilbreth did not complete his investigations so as to 
present his report until the 26th of April. In thoroughness, 
ability, and fairness, that report does not disappoint the high 
expectations we had formed; nor does it disappoint us in its 
general results. It will be seen that his conclusions fully har- 
monize with those of the Committee, except at those points 
where his investigations took a wider range than theirs. Upon 
the bill of charges against the administration of Mr. Hoffman, 
as head of the bindery, Mr. Kilbreth agrees with the Commit- 
tee as to ten out of the twelve items investigated; and in re- 
gard to the remaining two items, it is fair to presume that his 
more unfavorable judgment was the result of facts which were 
not before the Committee, and of his comparison of business 
results in the Bindery for the last two years with former years, 
and of which, of course, the Committee had not the advantage. 
(See his Report, pp. 58, 59, 60.) 

As Mr. Hoffman has removed from this region, and his 
present residence is unknown, there has been no opportunity 
of communicating with him on the part of Mr. Kilbreth, and 
whether he could or could not explain these items satisfactorily 
cannot now be known. It is matter of regret that in his case 
the showing is not more favorable; but, as the Committee de- 
sired and expected, Mr. Kilbreth has dealt impartially. As his 
report is herewith submitted, no analysis of it by us is necessary. 

The Church owes Mr. Kilbreth a debt of gratitude which 
will not soon be canceled. He has made these examinations 
at a very heavy outlay of time and labor, and now refuses 
compensation for his services. He has done gratuitously what 
he could not have been hired to do. 

It has been broadly insinuated, and openly affirmed, that the 
Committee were influenced as to the result of their investigations 
by outside pressure, from those opposed to the course which Dr, - 
Lanahan felt called upon to pursne. To any who think them 
capable of being tampered with or intimidated, the Committee 
have not one word of reply. They could neither deny nor ex- 
plain without loss of self-respect. It may be due to others, 
however, and is certainly due to this General Conference, that 
they should deny, as they do emphatically, the knowledge of 
any attempt to influence them improperly. All allegations or 
insinuations to the contrary are utterly without foundation, 

By the Agent himself, and all employes of the housé, the 
Committee were always treated with the most courteous and 
respectful consideration. No information sought for was ever. 
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withheld, all questions were promptly and cheerfully answered, 
and every possible facility was afforded them for prosecuting 
their investigations, and looking, as far as they were capable 
of looking, into all the details of every department of the 
Concern. 

The result of these investigations has been a growing convic- 
tion that instead of the “chaos” which was charged, the 
business management is orderly and systematic—that theory 
and practice are as nearly perfect as could well be expected in 
a business so peculiar as is that of the Methodist Book Concern. 
Of course, its business methods have not always been as com- 
plete as they now are; and their history, from the simple and 
rude beginnings up through the various stages of progress to 
their present completeness, would be an exceedingly interesting 
study. It would doubtless be found that improvement had not 
always kept pace with the growth of the business. It might 
be found, perhaps, that employes had sometimes proved dis- 
honest or incompetent, that petty peculations and losses may 
have occurred. But the Committee feel well assured that no 
large business establishment in the land, having grown up from 
small beginnings, can show so fair a record in all these respects 
as our great publishing houses, east and west. And with an 
assurance such as they never felt before, the Committee can 
now commend them to the confidence and patronage of our 
people and the public generally. 

And now, with feelings of relief, your Committee yield up 
the trust reposed in them four years ago—a trust which has 
brought upon them unexpected burdens of toil, and care, and 
sacrifice ; unexpected and, as they think, unmerited reproach. 
Their consolation under these personal trials is the answer of 
a good conscience; and, under the scandal and financial bur- 
dens that have befallen the Book Concern, the hope that, under 
the guidance of a good Providence, your wise counsels will 
throw around it such safeguards as to render a recurrence of 
these troubles impossible. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


CYRUS BROOKS, Chairman. 
I. 8. BINGHAM, Secretary. 
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4.3.—Journal, page 101. 


REPORT OF JAMES P. KILBRETH, REFEREE, TO THE BOOK 
COMMITTEE. 


At a meeting of your respected body in June, 1871, it was 

Resolved, 'That, in order to secure a proper inspection of the 
accounts of the Book Concern, we employ James P. Kilbreth, of 
Cincinnati, to make such inspection, and that he be authorized to 
select such assistants as he may find necessary. 

Resolved, That we refer to Mr. Kilbreth all the various allega- 
tions and charges of fraud and mismanagement made from time 
to time by the Assistant Agent against the Book Concern, and we 
specially direct his attention to such books and accounts and busi- 
ness transactions, of whatever date, or of whatever department of 
the Concern as, by such allegations, are said to involve fraud, 
losses, or mismanagement. 

Resolved, That Mr. Kilbreth be allowed such access to the 
records and papers of the Book Committee as he may desire. 

Resolved, That he be directed also to examine the methods of 
business and modes of book-keeping, and report on the same. 

In order to prepare myself for a proper consideration of any 
complaints of fraud or business wrongs alleged, or to be alleged, 
by the Assistant Agent, Dr. Lanahan, I took steps in August last 
to acquire an understanding of the manner in which the current 
business of the house was conducted, and the particular forms of 
book-keeping in use. As the business is done chiefly through the 
post-office, I sat down by the Cashier, to whom the mails are com- 
mitted, and witnessed their delivery, and the opening of the let- 
ters, amounting to hundreds daily. I read the letters over with 
him, and observed what account he took of the remittances, how 
the letters were assorted, and to whom and to what departments 
they were sent. I followed them through the various depart- 
ments, and observed the use made of them by the clerks into 
whose hands they passed, and the various entries made upon the 
margins of the letters and the books in the several departments 
of the Concern. By this course, in a short time I became fully 
conversant with the methods of transacting the current business 
of the house, comprehending all the details, and judging for my- 
self as to the excellences or defects in the various methods and 
usages of the business. 

I then reported myself to Dr. Lanahan as ready to receive from 
him, in writing, any complaints of the management or allegations 
of fraud which he might be disposed to furnish, in order to bestow 
upon them my special attention. He declined to furnish any com- 
plaints or allegations save on condition that I would allow him to 
name an assistant to represent him in the investigation. This I 
declined ; but I expressed a willingness to grant, as a courtesy, what 
I could not accept as a condition, whenever my work, as was not 

38 
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then the case, required an assistant, though I declined in any manner 
to accept an assistant as anybody’s representative. I was thus 
necessarily thrown back upon such papers alleging mismanage-' 
ment and wrongs as were to be found among the official docu- 
ments. Dr. Lanahan, at the time, however, did hand me a printed 
report made to him by Mr. E. H. Gouge and Mr. Charles A. Ap- 
pel, professional accountants, who by him had been employed to 
inspect the books and accounts of the house. To this report I 
shall devote some attention hereafter. 

The frightful bulk of documents turned over to me, including 
the stenographic reports of testimony, all bearing more or less 
upon the questions at issue, as well as others brought into exist- 
ence by my own agency, would make, if reduced to print, a book 
as large.as the holy Bible. All of these I have gone through 
again and again. Besides, in order to supply what was deficient, 
or get light on what was obscure, or settle what seemed doubtful, 
I sought numerous interviews with persons whose names or testi- 
mony or business were in various ways identified with the pending 
controversy. The tincture of partisanship so common in all great 
controversies, and which I discovered: on all hands, required, per- 
haps, more discretion and judgment than I possess to sift every 
statement thoroughly. Yet I endeavored to do this. Dr. Lana- 
han, whose co-operation would have shortened my investigations, 
and rendered them more satisfactory to myself, did not co-operate 
with me, on the ground that my appointment was unauthorized 
by the laws of the Church. Ido not make this as a complaint, 
but simply as a statement of fact, and it is not for me to say 
whether his ideas on that subject are right or wrong. 

As already intimated, the testimony and accompanying docu- 
ments are so verbose, and contain so much that is obviously irrel- 
evant and trivial, and much of it purely personal, that if dwelt 
upon in detail, my report would necessarily be most wearisome, 
and certainly subversive of business propriety. I shall, therefore, 
extract from the papers the essence of all the accusations and com- 
plaints, and endeavor to embody the same in such shapes as to 
exclude what is redundant and preserve what is essential. In 
forming my conclusions I have sought to ignore mere personal 
bias ; but as candor is not inconsistent with courtesy and justice, 
I shall speak my mind frankly, though without intentional disre- 
gard to the rights or feelings of any. 

It is charged that the business of the Book Concern is in a con- 
fused and chaotic state; that the system of book-keeping in use is 
defective and disreputable; that a knowledge of the real condition 
of affairs cannot be obtained from the books. 

The system of accounts, known as double-entry book-keeping, 
now prevails in all respectable counting-houses. Though it is 
scarcely more than an art, by a sort of common consent it is 
called a science. But after comprehending the very few and 
simple laws which must invariably be observed, and a tolerable 
penmanship, there is nothing so essentially required to make a 
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good book-keeper as common sense, a ready judgment, and unre- 
mitting care. Two persons may have an equal knowledge of the 
science, yet one, even though not violating its principles, may adopt 
confused, cumbersome, and slovenly methods; while the other, 
with vastly less labor, would throw the same business into the 
most neat and perspicuous shapes. 

The laws of nature are not more fixed than the few essential 
rules of book-keeping. Yet within these rules there is a wonder- 
. ful latitude of practice. Every business has its peculiarities. 
Some kinds are very simple, and some very complex. There are 
peculiarities even in the same kinds of business, calling for different 
forms. Ifa concern rarely or never gives out notes, and rarely or 
never receives notes in settlement, there is little or no use for a 
Bill Book. If the transactions do not run much into detail there 
is no necessity for a Journal, which is but a transcript of the Day 
Book, condensed and put into form for posting—the posting can be 
done from the Day Book direct. If the business be transacted 
mostly for cash, both the Day Book and Journal may be dispensed 
with, and the few transactions not strictly cash may properly go 
through the Cash Book by cross entries, and the latter, as in banks 
and brokers’ offices, be the only book to post from. One may, if he 
choose to accept the risk and labor of keeping his books in balance, 
post direct from several different books at the same time; while 
another, as is usual and decidedly better, may take every thing 
through one book—the Journal. As to collateral and subsidiary 
books, and the uses to be made of them, good accountants may 
honestly differ, and not without reason on each side. To illus- 
trate. Several persons may decide on an ocean trip. One takes a 
yacht, another a sailing vessel, another a steamer. They may go 
by northern, southern, or middle route, and each, of course, travels 
in his own way. But there is one thing essential. They must all 
respect the compass in order to reach their destination. One 
scholar, in writing an essay, will use a different diction and employ a 
different style from another, writing on the same subject ; yet both 
are compelled to respect the inexorable nature and powers of the let- 
ters of the same alphabet, out of which all their combinations grow. 

I come now to the case in hand. I have personally examined 
the methods of book-keeping in use in the Book Concern, and the 
condition of its business as therein set forth. My conclusion is, 
that the business is not in a confused or chaotic, but in a decidedly 
understandable shape, and that it is not difficult to learn the true 
state of affairs from the books. 

There was a time when it was otherwise. In former years it is 
apparent that there was a great lack of system in the business trans- 
actions of the house, as shown on the books, and a great deal of 
confused and careless book-keeping. It can be seen back as far as 
thirty years ago. I do not see that any dishonesties were covered 
up-—it was simply confusion and clerical inaccuracy. Within the 
last five years I see no good reason to complain of the general 
system of accounts, or the general accuracy and care with which 
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the books have been kept. I do not say that, within this period, 
no errors whatever have occurred, but I give it as my opinion that 
there have been no more of them than could be found in a majority 
of respectable houses of equal business anywhere. I think even 
now advantageous changes could be made in some of the forms in 
use, which to some extent would change the interior relations of 
one department to another, and, which is not now the case, put 
the definite responsibility of the accounts of all departments, 
except that of the Cashier, upon the chief Accountant. As to the 
financial department, I regard its management as above re- 
proach, and it is difficult for me to see how the system could be 
improved. ; ; 

In the latter part of the year 1870 an inspection was made of 
the books of the Concern by Mr. E. H. Gouge and Mr. Charles A.. 
Appel, professional accountants, who consumed a number of weeks 
in that labor under the direction of Dr. Lanahan, and their printed 
report to him is now before me. It will be found among the pa- 
pers. Iam constrained to say, that these gentlemen, in some re- 
spects, do not treat the subject fairly, and in some things, as will 
appear hereafter, fell into serious professional blunders. Some of 
their strictures are unquestionably just, and present sundry mat- 
ters in a light not at all creditable to the Concern. It does not 
require even a book-keeper to see this. Iam the more pleased to 
canvass this report, because it comprises, in a compact form, the 
substance of all the allegations on the subject of the accounts 
which appear in various forms scattered through the controversy, 
and is a professional review of the situation. 

Without reference to the order in which the strictures of these 
gentlemen appear in their report, I shall remark first upon those 
in which I substantially agree with them. 

The business entries of the years 1862 and 1864, including also 
the Bindery and Periodical accounts of 1861, of which they speak 
on page 2, it must be admitted are totally inexcusable as specimens 
of accounts. The closing entries of these years partake largely of 
the arbitrary, and are awkwardly executed. Estimated values, to 
some extent justified, we must admit, by the real or supposed 
effects of the war upon trade, supplanted and modified, in irregu- 
lar and not well explained ways, subsisting figures. The work 
shows a great lack of competency, and presents really a confused 
record. I do not find, however, as a consequence of these things, 
that the Concern was made either richer or poorer. Its substance 
was not impaired by the careless clerical shapes into which it was 
wrought up. The same remarks apply to the entry of November 
30, 1868, (page 3,) “To Profit and Loss for correction of errors, 
$54,372 11,” which we must admit was not a very felicitous, 
though doubtless an honest, attempt to correct the closing entries 
of the former years. 

The discrepancies (page 3) between the Inventories and the 
Ledger may be generally accounted for by adding the Editors’ 
Library, etc., to the smaller sums, for the several years, except for 
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the year 1867, when the inevitable sum of $54,372 11, above- 
named, comes in to make havoc of quantities. 

I find prima facie errors and discrepancies set forth in this re- 
port, here and there, which are in fact no errors at all, and which 
I think the examiners would not have named if they had studied 
the peculiarities of the case, and sought explanations from the 
book-keeper. There never was a large and complex business, the 
proper understanding of which would not be greatly facilitated by 
a consultation with the accountants in charge. In this case they 
were ignored. Of the effect of this I subjoin one specimen, which 
may suffice for several of the same class. On page 4 it is said: 

“In the book of Trial Balances, page 81, is an ‘ Exhibit to the 
Annual Conferences,’ Nov. 30, 1868, and a foot-note contains the 
following: ‘According to the above Exhibit, the profits for the 
year have been $56,244 74. The variation from balance sheet re- 
sults from discounting the accounts.’ ” 

The amount of profit shown by the Ledger is but $53,446 46, 
and the same appears by the Exhibit. 

These gentlemen should really have sten through this without 
explanation, but a word from the book-keeper would have made it 
plain ina moment. The difference between $82,279 82 discounted 
from the debts due the Concern in the Exhibit of 1867, and 
$79,481 54 in 1868, accounts exactly for the difference between 
$56,244 74 and $53,446 46, therefore the “‘foot-note” above criti- 
cised is right. 

It is stated again that ‘ 

“ Information absolutely necessary to a proper transaction of busi- 
ness is meager and unsatisfactory : as, for instance, in a majority of 
cases the Bills Receivable Book does not contain a record of where 
notes are payable, or how long they have to run; and when they 
are paid, the simple remark ‘ paid’ is made on the margin. The 
same is true of the Bills Payable Book; the place where and the 
time when the notes due by the Concern are payable are not 
recorded.” 

So insignificant a part of the business of the Concern consists of 
notes given or received, that there is not an urgent necessity for a 
* Bill Book at all. It is a convenience in this case about like the 
pocket memorandum of a merchant. A Bill Book is but a respect- 
able memorandum book at best. When but a small part of any 
business consists of notes given or received, it might, not without 
reason, be claimed that the Ledger itself is Bill Book enough. I 
consider this criticism frivolous. Before leaving the subject, how- 
ever, I will say that I consumed-about a day in examining the 
accounts of Bills Payable and Bills Receivable for the space of ten 
years, and found them correct. 

On page 3 Mr. Gouge says: 

“The inventoryof merchandise on hand for 1868 on the Inventory 
Book is $161,403 99, and by a deduction of fifteen per cent. it 
is reduced to $130,738 04, and on the Ledger it is entered 


$140,895 52.” 


a 
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This is the most unaccountable blunder Mr. Gouge has fallen 
into. The statement is totally incorrect. Even the minor and the 
major sums disagree with the terms of discount. The Merchan- 
dise Inventory of 1868 contains six items, and these amount. to 
$140,895 52. This is the footing on the Inventory in plain figures, 
The Inventory footing and the Ledger entry exactly agree, in 
direct opposition to Mr. Gouge’s statement. 

It is stated further as follows: : 

“Tn my experience as an accountant for more than twenty-five 
years I have never seen or known a Ledger to be used as a book 
of original entries, which I find to be the case in this examination. 
As, for instance, whatever is standing to the debit or credit of 
Profit and Loss at the end of the year is transferred bodily from 
one account to another,* and so with Merchandise, Expense Ac- 
count, Bindery, Printing-Office, and many other accounts, instead 
of being properly journalized.” 

I take issue with Mr. Gouge here, and the counting-house fra- 
ternity will sustain me in pronouncing his criticism groundless, 
and the thing he condemns perfectly proper. 

Accounts on a Ledger are divided into three classes: Personal,. 
Real, and Fictitious. The first includes the accounts of individ- 
uals; the second includes such as Cash, Real Estate, Bills Receiva- 
ble, Bills Payable, etc.; the third includes Expense Account, 
Postage, Interest, etc. In closing a set of books all the accounts, 
real, fictitious, and personal, go into three general accounts. The 
personal and real accounts pass into an account opened solely for 
the purpose of closing the books, styled “ Balance Account ;” the 
fictitious accounts pass into Profit and Loss, and the balances of 
Profit and Loss and Balance Account both pass into Stock Ac- 
count, which represents the proprietorship, and is commander-in- 
chief of the books. 

To call these transfers of footings, for the purpose of closing 
the books, original entries, is simply preposterous. They are no 
more original entries than a balance brought down on the Ledger 
of an adjusted account is an original entry. Of all the treatises 
on book-keeping I remember to have seen, but one favors Mr. 
Gouge’s method of carrying these closing balances through the 
Day Book and Journal, and back again to the Ledger; and, 
without naming the work, I do not hesitate to pronounce it the 
poorest and most pedantic treatise on the subject that I ever 
studied. 

It is charged that “the books are kept in a very bungling and 
inaccurate manner, neither correct in theory nor fact.” 

Yet there is no attempt to describe the theory complained of, 
and every serious specification of error in fact dates back from 
five to ten years. This is obviously unfair, as applying to the 
present situation. 


* To make sense of this he must mean transferred from Profit and Loss to 
Stock Account. 
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It is charged that in much of the business “the Oash books 
are used as Journals, and a great variety of entries other than of 
cash are made there indiscriminately and improperly with the cash.” 

This method, it is true, does not necessarily lead to practical 
errors, but it is inelegant and indefensible. It involves, also, an 
Increase of labor by a constant succession of cross entries. This 
criticism is just. 

A Ledger account in 1861 standing against Brown Brothers 
& Co. for $20,900, and carried in 1862 to Profit and Logs, is 
named by way of animadversion. 

In form, this was an erroneous account; in fact, it was not. A 
Ledger account is a simple compilation of titles and amounts. It 
never, strictly speaking, explains itself. The explanation of this is, 
that the Book Concern became guarantor on a letter of credit for 
the Missionary Society of the Church South, issued by Brown 
Brothers & Co. When the time for reimbursement came, non- 
intercourse existed between the two sections of country, and 
the guarantor had to pay. It was necessary to put the payment 
in some form on the books. By a clerical mishap it was charged 
to Brown Brothers & Co., instead of Suspense Account or the 
Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 
The whole debt, principal and interest, has since been paid. 

A grave and most extraordinary complaint is presented by 
Mr. Gouge in the following extract : 

“On the debit side of the Capital Stock account, Ledger O, 
page 261,I find the following entry: ‘To Profit and Loss for 
correction of errors, $54,372 11;’ and this amount is credited to 
Profit and Loss, page 115, Ledger O—or, in other words, entered 
as a profit. If an error really did occur in the Inventory, the 
net assets on November 30, 1867, should be $618,479 41, instead 
of $672,851 52; and on November 30, 1869, $948,057 94, instead 
of $1,002,480 05, as appears on the Ledger.” 

I can scarcely imagine how Mr. Gouge was led into such 
absurdities as are contained in the above quotation. 

Any credit to Profit and Loss made prior to the time for 
closing the books, and having its corresponding debit, as it must, 
to some account other than Stock Account, necessarily shows in 
the Profit and Loss account asa profit. But a credit to Profit 
and Loss, when charged, as in this case, to Stock Account, is sim- 
ply the forgiveness of a debt due by Profit and Loss, and is 
entered as a loss, not, as Mr. Gouge says, as a profit. Itis a 
charge assumed by the proprietor, (Stock,) and by a reduction 
of the capital, Profit and Loss is to that extent set free. 

The remainder of the paragraph is equally preposterous. The 
capital, $668,334 15, standing in Stock Account, November 30, 
1866, is reduced to $613,962 04, by relieving Profit and Loss of a 
debt, by a Stock Account credit of $54,372 11. Mr. Gouge claims 
that it ought to be deducted again, November 30, 1867, from 
$672,851 52, to which the $613,962 04 had grown by the profits 
of the year, namely, $58,889 48. Then, spanning an interval of 


600 Journal of the General Conference. [1872 


two years, this inevitable apparition is present again, demanding 
a similar reduction, November 30, 1869, from $1,002,430 05, to 
which at that date the intervening profits had increased the capital. 

This thing of book-keeping, at times, has a tendency to confuse 
even an expert. 

Dr. Lanahan’s objections, which appear in several places, as to 
the manner of handling, certifying, and disposing of vouchers in 
the Printing Department and Bindery, possess a good deal of 
weight. Bills of purchase should not be left for exclusive audit 
and certification to the party contracting them, nor moneys be 
paid on his simple monthly statements, in the absence of original 
bills. To be sure, payments are in all cases made to the sellers, 
in checks payable to their order. Fraud here would require a 
very unlikely collusion between the superintendents of depart- 
ments and the sellers, who are few in number, and generally per- 
sons of high business standing. Still, while no such collusion has 
been discovered by me in the Printing Department, one of the 
paper-dealers, (to be noticed hereafter,) testifying against Good- 
enough, proved the necessity of additional checks, in stating that 
he sometimes divided his profits with the employé of a patronizing 
house, and saw nothing wrong in it! As to the Bindery, it is 
more than a probability that this very collusion in one or two 
cases existed. 

The former methods of transacting the business, in the above 
departments, are modified to some extent, but there is still room 
for improvement. 

I will suggest, also, that the modes of keeping periodical accounts 
with agents (the preachers) might be improved. Besides, every 
Periodical issued ought to appear in an independent form on the 
books, and each show distinctly its gains or losses. This is not at 
present the case. 

An analysis of the balancing entries from December 31, 1860, to 
November 30, 1866, shows an aggregate loss for the six years of 
$27,609 68, leaving out of view the sum of $116,841 90 paid out 
during that period by order of the General Conference for Bishops’ 
salaries and other disbursements. Counting these, the aggregate 
profit in said six years would appear to have been $89,232 22. 
This small show of profits results, I judge, from over-reduction of 
values. 

During the above interval there was taken off the valuation of 
Real Estate $38,903 53, and off the valuation of Stock the sum of 
$123,756 34. It strikes me that the reduction of values, in the 
period above-named, was too great. Since that time, however, 
the estimates of Stock and Real Estate have put the values 
higher—in my opinion not higher than they ought to be. What- 
ever may be otherwise thought or said, I do not discover at any 
period a disposition to inflate the estimates of Assets. In perusing 
the Annual Exhibits from time to time, it would be just ground 
for congratulation could all who have an interest in the business 
welfare of the Book Concern believe, as I myself fully do, that this 
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great property of the Church.is not over-estimated in these annual 
p2pers. 

I will proceed now to speak of matters touching alleged mis- 
management and frauds in the Printing Department. 

The gist of the complaints in regard to the Printing Depart- 
ment of the Concern is, that from May, 1864, to June, 1869, the 

urchases of paper were made through and from Mr. James F. 

orter, a paper dealer and a broker, and that there existed a 
corrupt connivance between S. J. Goodenough, Superintendent 
of the Printing Department, and the said Porter, by reason 
bee which the Book Concern was defrauded, and suffered large 
Oss. 

It is not necessary to recite the great number of details with 
which, from your investigations heretofore, your respected body 
is familiar. But I shall canvass said details within a reasonable 
range, as preparatory to a statement of conclusions. In my 
analysis of these details it will be seen, in many important re- 
spects, how little aid to sincere inquiry is to be derived from the 
great mass of testimony in the case. 

It must strike any impartial observer, in perusing this testi- 
mony, that almost every prominent witness for the complaint had 
a pecuniary end to subserve, or a grievance to redress, or a 
personal pique to gratify, or some of his own shortcomings to 
cover up. This involved many of the principal witnesses in fre- 
quent self-contradictions, and, now and then, led to humiliating 
disclosures of a very loose business morality. I will give a few 
examples : 

Campbell, Hall, & Co., who sold large quantities of paper to 
the Concern through Mr. Porter, said to Dr. Lanahan as follows: 

(See Dr. Lanahan’s printed communication to Book Committee, 
January 27, 1870.) 

“They could get no orders from the Concern without paying 
Porter a commission, which commission they added to the price 
of the paper. They said this was an unusual way of doing busi- 
ness, but submitted to it because it was understood by the trade 
generally that no paper could be sold to the Concern except 
through Porter.” 

Augustin Smith, one of the firm of said Campbell, Hall, & Co., 
testifies per contra, (see Stenographic Reports, pages 178, 203, 
and Bartow’s deposition as per next page, 

“That his firm sent for Porter to secure his influence to sell their 
paper to the Book Concern, and agreed upon a commission to be 
paid him, which was afterward increased.” : 

It does not appear that the prices paid by the Concern in- 
creased with the increase of Porter’s commission. If, as above 
stated, this was an unusual way of doing business, and a wrong, 
had not these gentiemen lost the moral right to complain of 
Porter, who was tempted into it by them, or of Goodenough, 
who was a still more remote party? Had they a right to speak 
at all, further than to confess themselves particeps criminis ? 
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Smith, on cross examination, (see Stenographic Reports, page 
180,) is questioned by Rev. J. Rothweiler as follows : 

“Can the Book Concern buy paper as cheap as the Bible House, 
that buys a larger quantity ? ; 

“Answer. The Methodist Book Concern can. It is not the 
quantity that regulates the price. In other words, you can buy 
one hundred reams as cheap as one thousand.” 


Per Contra. 

Question by Rev. G. W. Woodruff to Dr. Lanahan, (Steno- 
graphic Reports, page 52 :) 

“Why did you make a contract early in June, 1869, to pay 
18} cents for 50,000 lbs. of the same paper that the Harpers were 
paying 173 cents for? 

“Answer. Because I could not get it for less, taking that quan- 
tity. They purchased as much as 200,000 lbs. at one time.” 

If Smith’s statement was correct, Mr. Goodenough’s dis- 
placement did not save the Book Concern from loss; if Dr. 
Lanahan was correct, it proves Mr, Smith a very unreliable 
witness. 

Dr. Lanahan corrects his testimony (page 207) by stating that 
his contract was for 17} cents, while the Harpers paid 163. This 
does not alter the significance of my preceding remarks. ; 

Smith says again, (Stenographic Reports, page 175 :) 

“That, in addition to commissions paid Porter, his firm paid 
another broker—a Mr. Bartow—one per cent. on all paper sold 
to the Book Concern through Porter.” 

This Mr. Bartow was not known to the Buok Concern at all. 
Was fis commission also added to the price of the paper? This 
was to me a profound mystery until I read the deposition of Mr. 
Bartow in the pending suit of Goodenough vs. Lanahan. He 
there says, (April, 1871,) 

“That Campbell, Hall, & Co. requested him to call on Porter 
and invite him there; and promised him that if sales should 
be made through Porter to the Book Concern, he (Bartow) should 
also have a commission.” 

It thus appears that the Book Concern, for its alleged losses 
through Mr. Porter’s agency, is primarily indebted to the diplo- 
macy of this firm. Their strategy to get business from the Con- 
cern led them to seek Porter, and the bargajnings that followed 
placed Porter in a position which, as they allege, necessarily 
subjected it to great pecuniary damage. 

Smith again, (Stenographic Reports, page 176,) speaking of 
the business as done through Porter, says: 

“ Their house was very much aggrieved by it.” 

The reason for this, on Mr. Smith’s thesis, is not obvious. If 
the commissions came out of the Book Concern, Campbell, Hall, 
& Co. did not suffer, and had no reason for being aggrieved, 
nor motive for desiring a change. If it were a moral aggrieve- 


. . . . 2, 
ment, I could, from their stand-point, imagine a reason for it. 
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Campbell, Hall, & Co. say, in letter of November 6, 1869, to 
Dr. Lanahan: 

“Mr, Porter was never in our employ, nor was he our agent.” 

Smith, (of Campbell, Hall, & Co.,) per contra, under oath, May 
3, 1871, in the pending suit of Goodenough vs. Lanahan, says: 

“Paper was sold by us (C., H., & Co.) from May, 1864, to June, 
1869, through James F. Porter; since then through T. Bartow. 
Each acted for us in the like capacity of a broker.” 

From page 284 to 297 (Stenographic Reports) we have the 
testimony of John J. Murphy, a paper merchant, and Philip Carr, 
his salesman. These gentlemen evince a decided hostility to 
Porter and Goodenough, and the obvious reason is that they had 
often tried to sell their paper to the Concern and did not succeed. 
They admit that their paper was not of a high grade, but thought 
it was good enough for ordinary books; they offered it, they say, 
at unusually low rates. Because they failed to make sales they 
thought corruption existed. Mr. Murphy, on cross examination, 
said he sometimes divided his commission with the employé or buyer 
of 4 house, and saw nothing wrong in it! We admitted transac- 
tions of this kind did not appear on his books. If Mr. Murphy’s 
business is extensive, [ should infer that there are some other 
houses besides the Methodist Book Concern whose emp/loyés need 
looking after. The perusal of the testimony will, I think, show 
that I have not misrepresented these witnesses. Quite a number 
of other witnesses, both for the accusation and the defense, tes- 
tify with evident fairness as to the prices and qualities of paper, 
the advantage of dealing through brokers and middle-men or 
direct with manufacturers, etc.; but they differ so widely that 
their testimony, as a whole, leads to no satisfactory end. 

¥ cannot conceive it necessary or profitable to go into the: 
scores of details connected with this branch of the examination. 
We need most to get at desired results by the most concise and 
conclusive methods. 

To throw light on the question of reasonable or excessive prices 
as paid by Goodenough, I here introduce an example as a basis 
for comparison. BROW 

I procured from one of the largest publishing houses in the city 
the average cash price of a staple paper during Goodenough’s last 
year, ending June, 1869, and the average price for the next year, 
ending June, 1870; and the average price for the next year, end- 
ing June, 1871. I compared them with the average price paid by 
Goodenough for a staple paper to Campbell, Hall, & Co., for his 
last year. ending June, 1869; and by Dr. Lanahan for the next 
year, ending June, 1870; and for the next year, ending June, 
1871. 

The average declension for the first year, ending June, 1870, 
for the publishing house above alluded to, was 5 49-100. 

The average declension for the second year (still from the price 
of Goodenough’s last year) was 8 53-100, 

The average declension of Book Concern prices from Good- 
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enough’s last year, for the year ending June, 1870, was 10 per 
cent. ; 

And for the next year (from Goodenough’s last year) ending 
June, 1871, was 8 50-100. 

This seems to prove that Campbell, Hall, & Co. fell quite low 
in their prices in the first year of Dr. Lanahan’s purchases, but 
have since been creeping up; while in the case of the house above 
alluded to, the prices continued to grow less. 

There are two main questions I shall now consider : 

1. Was it right and proper for Mr. James F. Porter, under all 
the circumstances of the case, to occupy the peculiar position 
which, for tive years, he did? I unhesitatingly say not. I re- 
gard it as a decided business impropriety. Had it not been for 
Mr. Porter’s surroundings, neither the manufacturers nor Mr. 
Goodenough would have thought of him more than of any one of 
a thousand young men in New York for the position they gave him. 

The simple case, stripped of all covering, and stated in plain lan- 
guage, is just this: James F. Porter was employed, and paid hand- 
somely, by the manufacturers, to make sure their business with 
the Book Concern, because his father was one of its managers. 
Mr. Goodenough, the Superintendent of the Printing Department, 
favored him, very naturally, in that position, from a desire to 
please his father. His father, without ill intent, and from very 
natural impulses, felt a desire to bestow upon his son, but in an 
unjustifiable way, the business benefits of his position. James F, 
Porter himself was sufficiently acute to take in all the features of 
the case at a glance, and made haste to improve his opportunities. 
None will deny that he did this effectually. He exacted, much of 
the time, an unusually large pay from the manufacturers, who 
either were, or thought they were, in his power. He urged his 
demands, almost oppressively, upon the manufacturers, and carried 
his points. It is not to be wondered at that, in the language of one 
firm, they felt themselves much aggrieved. Hence, when Porter’s 
occupation was gone, and Goodenough had yielded his place, their 
former friends, and those that failed to gain their friendship, kept 
alive a keen remembrance of the past, and fell upon them both 
with a lively retaliation. This is amply illustrated in the steno- 
graphic reports of the testimony. 

None can reasonably deny that the peculiar connection of Mr. 
Porter with the paper purchases of the Book Concern gave rise to 
damaging suspicions and dangerous influences, It was a wrong 
to put and keep him in the place he occupied. 

2. Was the Book Concern defrauded by Mr. Goodenough and 
Mr. Porter, each or either? or did it suffer pecuniary loss through 
or by them ? 

I have not been able to discover the slightest evidence of any 
corrupt collusion between Mr. Goodenough and Mr, Porter in the 
business transactions with which they were connected. As to Mr. 
Goodenough’s honesty as Superintendent of the Printing Depart- 
ment, after a thorough examination I have not a suspicion or a 
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doubt. That he discharged his duties faithfully is undeniable. Nor 
have I seen any evidence to convince me that the commissions of 
Porter, large as some of them were, came out of the Book Concern. 

Ihave noticed a few instances where Mr. Porter’s charges for 
paper, ordered from him as a dealer, were excessive. These trans- 
actions, however, were not large, and the sums involved are com- 
paratively unimportant; but as to the great bulk of the business, 
justice compels me to say, after mature inquiry, that the Book 
Concern was well served through James F. Porter, both as to the 
quality of paper and the prices paid for it. That the paper used by 
the Book Concern, as a whole, while Goodenough was Superin- 
tendent, and during the term of Porter’s service, was obtained at 
fair market rates, I firmly believe. 

The principal part of all the paper used during the above period 
was bought of two firms: 8. D. Warren & Co., of Boston, and 
Campbell, Hall, & Co., of New York. If it be shown that the 
average prices paid by the Concern for paper to these firms were 
fair market prices, it is not unreasonable to assume that the entire 
purchases were made in the same manner. 

I will take up first 8. D. Warren & Co. I have before me a 
letter signed by Mr. S. D. Warren, in which he says: 

I find on examination of my books that the average price of all. 
the papers charged by me to the Methodist Book Concern, the 
orders for which came through James F’. Porter, was as follows: 


BOOED 2D elietarxsyscneterserere scroll ys 17°11 per lb. 
IN CWS iires ener ies Sie taiee eee tactacedessien + 1568 “ 


My sales of the balance of all of the same kinds of paper to 
other parties during the same interval was as follows: 


BOOKS AD el wie aielcee vars eroniane eee cis a o> 17-40 per Ib. 
ING Widite Rater ie a erence trate cts Logis 


Mr. Warren, in his deposition in the suit of Goodenough vs. 
Lanahan, repeats, under oath, the above statement. It shows that 
the Book Concern, during the period named, did not pay quite so 
much as other publishers for the same paper. 

In order to obtain the same information from Campbell, Hall & 
Co., which was so freely given by Warren & Co., I visited them 
in person and made my request. I met Mr. Smith of that firm. 
He treated me courteously, but declined to answer my inquiries. 
He would not say whether the special or average sales to other 
publishers, at the same dates, of the same paper, sold by them to 
the Book Concern through Porter, were at higher or lower prices 
than the Book Concern paid. He would not even say whether he 
considered the prices paid through Porter fair market prices or 
not. I apprised him that I knew Dr. Lanahan was, and had been, 
paying his firm a higher price than they were, and had been, get- 
ting for the same paper from the Harpers; this he did not deny. 
I held in my hand a paper, giving once every few months, for the 
years 1868, 1869, 1870, 1871, the prices which the Book Concern 
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had been paying his firm for a particular kind of paper, largely 
used both by the Concern and the Harpers. I told him my object 
was to ascertain whether the difference was more or less between 
the prices paid by the Book Concern and the Harpers before 
Goodenough left than since. The information could have been 
given ina few minutes, and it would have served the cause of jus- 
tice. He declined. é 

I applied for the same information to the Harpers. I was re- 
ceived with courtesy, but they also declined. As neither of these 
houses had any personal partiality for the defense in this contro- 
versy, I interpreted these refusals as favorable to Goodenough. 

Keeping in view all the circumstances of the case just presented, 
is it not most unlikely that Campbell, Hall, & Co. would avoid 
such an opportunity as this was to justify their repeated asser- 
tions, that the Book Concern paid relatively higher prices for 
paper before Goodenough left than afterward? Is it not logical 
to assume that they would not have withheld the facts, if the facts 
would have supported their assertion? I am fully convinced, if 
they would answer, that their answer would agree with that of 
Mr. Warren. 

In my application, as above named, to Campbell, Hall, & Co., I 
did not expect them to make a total average, as Warren & Co. had 
taken the trouble of doing. As sufficient for my purpose, I sought 
a comparison on a basis strictly defined. It was to get in one 
view the comparative prices paid by the Harpers and the Book 
Concern for the same paper at the several dates named—not the 
prices at the dates of delivery, but at the dates when the orders 
-were given or the contracts made. Between the date of an order 
or contract, and the time of delivery, a month or two might often 
intervene, and during this interval the fluctuations of the market 
would show at times a marked difference in the bills of two houses 
for the same paper. Lavoided, also, paper in odd lots, or only occa- 
sionally used. I only regret that my effort to settle this point as 
weil with Campbell, Hall, & Co., as it was already settled in the 
case of Warren & Co., was not more successful. 

By these two witnesses, however, more important than all 
others—in the case of one by irresistible inference, and the other 
by inevitable figures—it is proven beyond a reasonable doubt 
that the Book Concern during the superintendency of Mr. Good- 
enough paid no more for paper than respectable publishers gener- 
ally, and no more above the price paid by the Harpers than is 
now paid; for it seems to be conceded that they always pay less 
than the Book Concern. This is complimentary to them, but not 
exactly creditable to us. If I were agent of the Book Concern, 
and had to pay more for paper than the Harpers, I certainly 
should not pay it to the same manufacturers. 

I come now to consider the affairs of the Bindery. 

The Book Committee, January 31, 1870, appointed a Sub-Com- 
mittee to frame issues in pending matters, and said Sub-Committee 
was instructed to furnish Mr. Hoffman, ex-Superintendent, of 
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Bindery, with a draft of the charges against him. The Sub-Com- 
mittee consisted of Messrs. Pike, Moore, Vernon, and M’Lean, the 
last-named not serving. The action of the Sub-Committee is re- 
ported as follows: 

“ Copy of the paper drawn up by special Committee, approved 
by the Book Committee, and conveyed to Mr. Hoffman. 


“New York, January 31, 1870. 
“HH. R. Horrman, Esq. : 

“Duar Str—The Book Committee desire information from you 
on the following points: . 

“1. The Sub-Committee reported a deficit of about 1400 dozen 
skins between December, 1867, and September, 1869. How can 
you account for this deficit ? 

“2. What account can you give of 141 dozens of sheep-skins, 
sent from the Book Room by your orders about the last of March, 
1869. 

“3. The bills show that you purchased in December, 1868, be- 
tween twenty-five and twenty-six hundred pounds of glue. Can 
you show that said glue was ever received at the Bindery, and if 
so, how it was used ? 

“4. It is reported to us that you bought at one time four yards, 
of black velvet, at $17 per yard. What became of it? 

“5. In April, 1869, six pieces of shirting muslin came to the 
Book Concern from Lord & Taylor. Can you show how it was 
used ? 

“6. On at least two occasions Mr. Myers, it appears, receipted 
for more money than he had earned or received. Can you give 
the reasons for these facts? 

“7, Several other discrepancies appeared between the amounts 
due on wages and the amounts receipted for. Can you explain 
these discrepancies ? 

“8. Can you explain the use made of the various sums of money 
drawn for the Bindery department for miscellaneous articles ? 

“9. Can you give any definite account of the amount of gold 
sweepings accruing in the Bindery department, monthly or yearly 
and their value ? 

“10. It appears that the names of several parties were retained 
on the pay-roll after they ceased to be employed, as shown by the 
books of the head of the folding department. Can you explain the 
propriety of these things? 

“11. Do you know of any record showing that goods 
bought for the Bindery were duly received, and if received, 
that they corresponded in quantity and quality with the goods 
purchased ? y 

“12. Can you give any account of a certain lot of morocco— 
about forty dozens—purchased by you of Mr. Lutkins for the 
Bindery which was afterward exposed for sale in the tin shop of a 
Mr. Nelson on Pearl-street? 

“13, You are shown by parties which have been before us to 
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have received a commission on materials purchased for the Bind- 
ery. On what grounds do you justify this procedure ? 
“ Very respectfully, L. M. Vernon, 
“ Sec. Book Committee M. EH. Church.” 


I have carefully scrutinized the testimony taken for and against 
Mr. Hoffman in the hearings before the Committee upon the above 
constructive charges. I have also taken other measures to secure, 
as far as possible, the best understanding of the case. I will pass 
over No. 1 for the present, and will notice it hereafter; also No. 6 
and No. 7. 

As to No, 2, the testimony is very contradictory, Hoffman and 
Roys both asserting that the latter sent back a lot of skins in 
exchange for the lot of 141 dozens sent from the Book Concern by 
the former. Andrus and Jones (Roys’ clerk) both testify that Roys 
got the 141 dozen, but did not believe any similar number had been 
returned. Dr. Porter’s testimony is (Stenographic Reports, 403) 
that the skins sent back to Roys did not answer, and the bill for 
them was not certified nor paid, and the inference is that the same 
number of skins which, as Hoffman says, came back in lots in 
place of them, were paid for when received from Roys. The case 

_1s not made out against Hoffman. 

As to No. 3, relating to the purchase of more glue by Hoffman 
than was used in the Bindery, I will say, 

That Hoffman’s purchases of glue from December 1, 1868, to 
September 1, 1869, amounted to 5,363 pounds inall. Mr, Andrus, 
soon after he obtained the post of Superintendent, testified (Steno- 
graphic Reports, 115) that 1,300 pounds of glue would last a year. 
But the books show Mr. Andrus’s purchases to have been in two 
years, ending September 1, 1871, 5,110 pounds. As Hoffman turned 
out, according to the books, more work in the twenty-one months 
than Andrus did in the two years, one bought about as much 
glue as the other. This ought to be a sufficient answer. 

As to Nos. 4 and 5, I consider the testimony favorable to Mr. 
Hoffman. Certainly nothing is proven, and the explanations are 
of an exculpatory character. 

As to No. 8, it having always been the practice to meet the 
Superintendent’s drafts for small sums to cover internal incident- 
als without requiring details, a custom not commendable, it was 
not reasonable to expect, after considerable time had elapsed, that 
a strict account could be given. 

As to No. 9, whatever wrong might be found here would attach 
to the Agents, who gave the gold sweepings to Mr. Hoffman as 
an addition to his salary, except a certain part, estimated by An- 
drus at about one third, which, by a custom more honored in the 
breach than the observance, went as perquisites to the finisher and 
stamper, (Stenographic Reports, 113.) What Mr. Hoffman’s receipts 
from this perquisite amounted to cannot be definitely known, as no 
account was kept. The only purpose to be usefully served is to tix 
the exact amount of Hoffman’s salary. 
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The value of the sweepings is estimated by Mr. Pike for six 
years at $1,600 per year, and by Dr. Lanahan about the same. I 
judge this average to be about correct; and if Mr. Andrus is 
right, that about one third went to the stamper and finisher, Hoff- 
man actually realized about $1,100 per year. 

No. 10 was abandoned. 

As to No. 11, inquiring if there was any record of goods bought, 
showing that they were duly received, etc., it was admitted by 
Hoffman that no such record existed. This was most discredita- 
ble to all concerned—discreditable to the Agent having charge of 
the Bindery Department as a business manager, discreditable to 
Hoffman as Superintendent, discreditable to Andrus as Hoff. 
man’s foreman, who helped Hoffman effectually to do nothing 
right in this line of duty; for two cyphers will not make an 
Integer. 

As to No. 12, relating to forty dozen of morocco discovered by 
Mr. Lutkins in a tin-shop, and alleged by him to have been leather 
which he sold some two years before to the Methodist Book Con- 
cern. The implication is that Hoffman had some fraudulent con- 
nection with its sale to the party holding it. 

If this case had stood alone there is nothing developed in it 
that could create a suspicion against Hoffman more than against 
Andrus, who had charge of the Stock-Room, or any other of the 
persons in the Bindery. It only connects itself with him in a sus- 
picious sense, because of a great number of other things of a 
really suspicious character which had already put him on the 
defensive. Nothing legitimately in the case points to him as a 
wrong-doer. It is very clear that the man who had the leather in 
his possession had never seen Hoffman until he called with Lutkins ° 
to lock at it. The animus of Lutkins, in seeking before your body 
to impugn Hoffman’s character, is patent. A previous rupture 
had occurred between them, and, like Byron’s two last men and 
enemies, they seemed ready to die of mutual hideousness. Lut- 
kins confessed his own dishonest acts to make Hoffman appear a 
criminal participant. A conspiracy with Hoffman was alleged to 
have existed, when they were friends, to defraud the Book Concern, 
by giving the latter one half the profits on goods sold to the Book 
Concern for the Bindery. Lutkins is the chief witness of his class 
before the Committee, whose own confessions tainted his credi- 
bility, and I believe the only one who took offense when asked for 
much-needed explanations, and would not answer further than to 
say that what he was speaking of “he knew intuitively.” . 

As to No. 13, relating to the charge of receiving commissions 
on materials purchased for the Bindery. 

‘It is on this charge in Hoffman’s favor that the principal New 
York merchants, twelve in number, from whom he made his pur- 
chases for the Bindery, and with most of whom the Book Concern 
continues to deal, signed a paper declaring that Hoffman never 
received, directly nor indirectly, any commission or profit, in cash, 
or note or check, or any articles of value, and that their sales were 

39 


610 Journal of the General Conference. f1872. 


at lowest cash prices. (See their paper of February 4, 1870, 
among the official documents.) 4 

The only affirming witness is the aforesaid Mr. Lutkins, who says 
that for a time he paid Hoffman 10 per cent. commission, and 
afterward accepted him as a partner, sharing with him, on all Book 
Concern purchases, half the profits. 

It is not easy to tell how far a man, who is hostile to another, 
may voluntarily impeach and injure himself, in order to punish an 
enemy, by telling the truth. Jt is obvious that in this case there 
arose a trial of strength between self-protection of character and 
personal animosity. Though the vindictive prevailed, I am half 
convinced that we are indebted to it for the truth. Ifit were not 
for one circumstance I would waver less; that is, that while Hoff- 
man was getting half the profits, and at the same time was in a 
position to dictate prices, his interest was to make the profits large 
and satisfactory. Yet Lutkins states (Sten. Reports, 152 and 488) 
that the profits dwindled so much that “there was nothing to 
divide,” and he stopped selling to the Concern. He says Hoffman 
was dissatisfied with the amount he was receiving, and the thing 
ended. I venture to say that the business world never heard 
before of so honest a way of managing a dishonest partnership. 

Upon the whole I shall have to leave this question unsettled, 
and call it doubtful, and I am at a loss to know which party 
should have the benefit of the doubt. 

I notice now Nos. 6 and 7, relating to the alleged differences 
between the amounts paid to employés, and the amounts which 
they receipted for, which amounts Hotfman received for disburse- 
ment. 

This is another difficult part of the business to decide upon. 
Hoftman points to the receipts of the parties for his justification. 
In law this would be a stronghold. But with Lutkins (with whom 
I do not want to sympathize in every thing) I am almost tempted 
to claim that I perceive “intuitively ” thete is something wrong 
here. I cannot invent a reasonable explanation of the facts of 
record, taken together with others which I have gathered up. 

The accusation is reduced to the following form by Dr. Lanahan 
in his “Statement to the Book Committee,” Jan. 27, 1870, which 
includes substantially both Nos. 6 and 7: 

“Mr, Hoffman’s wages book, compared with the book of the fore- 
man of the sheet room, shows that from Dec. 16, 1868, to April 1, 
1869, a period of less than four months, he (Hoffinan) drew from 
the cashier $448 45 more than he paid his employés. This dif- 
ference of $448 45 was made up by overcharging about 220 ac- 
counts of about 61 persons.” 

The explanations given by Mr. Hoffman (Stenographic Reports, 
418, 413) are substantially that small sums were often paid above 
what was earned to keep the hands from “striking,” and some- 
times small advances in cases of sickness or great need. This 
charge was not rigidly canvassed, and the explanations of Mr. 
Hoffman, together with those of Dr. Carlton and Dr. Porter, who 
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doubtless had in their minds cases that really occurred, made such 
a showing that the charge evidently stood not proven, and if I 
had been of the Book Committee I should have voted with the 
majority. But I would not do so now. The comparison of the 
list, covering the above interval, preserved by the foreman of the 
sheet room, (Mr. Muir,) with the wages book, shows on eight suc- 
cessive pay-days a difference, in even amounts, of from one to four 
dollars in almost every account. I talked with Mr. Muir. He 
seemed a plain, honest man, and was obviously not malicious. 
He has been a great many years in the Bindery. His duty was to 
make up the bills of work for hands in the sheet room, mostly fe- 
males, and these were to be paid as he made them up by Mr. 
Hoffman. He was positive his list was correct. 

I had conversations with numbers of the females whose accounts 
are in question, and who are still engaged there. None that I 
talked with could remember drawing more wages than Mr. Muir 
put on their tickets. When asked how it came that they receipted 
for more money than the tickets called for, they did not seem to 
know they did it. The employés generally kept no record of 
their accounts, and those I found did not go back far enough to 
cover the inquiry. Though there is no positive or legal proof 
condemnatory of Mr. Hoffman, the circumstances of the case give 
it a decidedly dark appearance. If the Committee, composed of 
Messrs. Vernon, Pike, and Moore, in January, 1870, had sought 
interviews with the employés in the sheet department, they would 
no doubt have obtained the small books in which many of them 

_keep their accounts, but which seldom go more than a year or two 
back. 

[I wonder also why that Sub-Committee did not include in the 
examination of Hoffman the case in which Jones (Roys’s clerk) 
testified (Stenographic Reports, 126) that he handed Hoffman 
$230 from Roys. , 

I come lastly to notice No. 1, relating to an alleged deficit 
of fourteen hundred dozen skins between December, 1867, and 
September, 1869: Sys e 

Hoffman admits no deficit, but by implication puts the onus of 
accounting for any deficit, if there was one, upon Andrus, his 
foreman. ; 

He asserts that Andrus had charge of the stock and dealt it 
out, and superintended the cutting, most of which was done by 
his own father-in law. He asserts also that the room in which - 
the leather was kept was open to all the employés of the house, 
three hundred in number, and that this was so because there was 
no other place to keep it. The whole case presents the picture 
of a carelessly governed department. It would be very rare 
among three hundred people anywhere not to find more than one 
ready to lay dishonest hands on his neighbor’s goods with an 
opportunity like this. : ; 

Mr. Andrus, the present superintendent, undertook in 1869 
to make an estimate of the number of dozens of morocco and 
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other leather 1t would require to bind the books turned out from 
December 1, 1867, to September 1, 1869. 

From December 1, 1867, to December 1, 1868, he estimates that 
there were required for the work done, 


WMEOLOCCOi ce erorsneas cieiciarsusaciepsystoneie 119 dozen. 
Imitation morocco....:....... 30 Re. 

— 158 dozen, 
Other leathery. Soe ees ee ee VBa 

From December 1, 1868, to September 1, 1869, 

WEOLOCCO see sicie ae rere ietnrees ete 92 dozen. 
Thnitation Morocco... 2.23... dS oe Pepe 9 8S 

od 114 dozen. 
Othetileatherian SU. Ne eee tahoe 512: 


The estimates are put upon two loose half sheets of foolscap, 
and give evidence of having been carelessly prepared. Mr. An- 
drus himself, when I informed him that many of his figures were 
multiplied and divided erroneously, informed me that he got it 
up in a hurry, and did not suppose it was to be used as it had been. 

The estimates for the nine months from December 1, 1868, to 
September 1, 1869, do not even contain the number of volumes, 
but simply the size of the book and the number of dozens, as, for 
instance : 


QAMO MBs rai Re ee AS Ba SP RR coe 18 dozen. 


I do not attach a great deal of importance to this estimate, for 
I do not think the necessary care was bestowed upon it. Besides; 
the testimony proves that Mr. Andrus was not well skilled in 
such things. i believe he could do better now. 

Whatever is to be brought out of this case to prove of service 
now, must be deduced from statistical facts, and comparisons of 
the several years of the quadrennial term in the business of the 
bindery. I proceed accordingly. 

The leather and cloth bought by Hoffman from December 1, 
1867, to December 1, 1868, was, 


MEOTOCCOE Nias Aa SE) ak 202 dozen. 
Alifotherskinds ire.) abies aoeee 1409 “ 

—— 1,611 dozen. 
Clothes air tatvenes Mats ototarehete rcineaeiors «torte shoe Biswe 600 pieces, 
Wiorksoney erence Sots cies leicester $90,961 78. 

From December 1, 1868, to December 1, 1869, 

MOLOCCOnahs <iiakee wine Sendo clas 423 dozen. 
Allotherskinds:as. sisi cn ee 538 =“ 

— 961 dozen. 
OlGtHe ste rte pu wee kere Gene oe ee 422 pieces, 
WPOCKFGOE Siac tarah sve nece iats eee ae $111,744 44, 


Andrus from September 1, 1869, to December 1, 1869, bought 
no cloth, and of leather only 56 dozen. 


* 


1872.] Report of James P. Kilbreth, Referee. 613 


The stock he reported on hand December 1, 1869, was, 


IMGTOCCOR Jaye lente ee BEL uae 163 dozen, 

All other kinds....... See ae 376 ‘ 
Se 5389 dozen. 

Deduct Andrus’s purchases...............-. 56 


Then Andrus begins December 1, 1869, with 483 dozen of skins 
on hand, as follows: 


MVOTOCCO Reet tate tee oes faa cate ocarm 163 dozen. 
AN other kinds ias.k rete cis tc shes eal ese 320) 
PATIGMCLO LM ereever eee Rare ticle ine eerste aelnnre clescce 340 pieces. 


This entitles Hoffman to the benefit of the whole year’s work, 
as against his purchases of nine months. 

The leather and cloth bought by Andrus from December 1, 1869, 
to December 1, 1870, was, 


ALOLOCGOs Bie st ee oe 69 dozen 
Alliother wkingds i, ele We eo). MOE. 306 ** 
— 375, Gozen, 

Clot eos tec acticietsls hd this deg cree 280 pieces, 

VOLK ECON Cig is cet d IN Rascal ated sol $80,980 91. 
From December 1, 1870, to December 1, 1871: 

HVEOTOCCOW ee, Suiceney ce arema teal ease, slate efx raja 100 dozen. 

(Al Wother kinds see fest cea Goer ete 504 * 

Olio phe. 5 are ieee Mae. acre fe canoe aicts 426 pieces. 

WV OETA OU Grade sein seen Soule une es ere $89,205 27. 


Andrus, besides his purchases, used during these two years of 
Hoffman’s stock as follows: 


MOROCCO 4. vel eres sacs oe SeeIe eee 16 dozen. 
DAUD aVevell Serb a¥0 Yee anne thay WE eis Ne Ste 126 “ 
Clothes pete tionr a saisig ach atainstr cha ya: ctolatoln 196 pieces. 


For Andrus shows this much less on hand December 1, 1871, 
than he started with, as coming from Hoffman December 1, 1869, 
This would put them on the record as follows: 


Hoffman’s work Dec. 1, 1868......... $90,961 78 
SUES cus 5 Socio HRS Oigis Ura me EDO setae 1,611 dozen. 

GMOOIR esl a hr daatdomestnauEapadbooe 600 pieces. 

INVOK DCC r UTS CO cicinlel vei ons! 1 e/-%e 0 2) 4) ~ $111,744 44 
oh EG l vey oS scat Bacula daycare tae ota. 961 dozen. 

VOU Tater Steltelt eee tl saetoreretey clots 422 pieces. 

Andrus’ work Dec. 1, 1870............ $80,980 91 
tne enees cee ticlet cate tete craven ctsucheraey spatira «0:0 375 dozen. 

One half of 142 dozen, as above....... Pi uae: 

(ORY Agel cadet obind oc itnA nis eaanad acai 280 pieces. 

One half of 196 Pieces as above....... 98) 

Work Dec. 1, 1871............eee eee $89,205 27 
Shaan aRerB Seneca abcd OS cre IB BOOMER 604 dozen. 

One half of 142 dozen, as above....... (ip aie 

Clot ene Garnet Al ata fete? « fe 426 pieces, 

One half of 196 pieces as above........ 98. 
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The foregoing shows that 


: Hoffman takes 2,572 dozen skins t 
f “ (4 1,022 pieces cloth, to produce $202,706 22, 


Andrus takes 1,121 dozen skins, : 
Pee ees od oheoes loth, {to produce 170,186 18, 


The equation of these cases will show 1,287 dozen of leather 
against Hoffman, and 48 pieces of cloth against Andrus, giving 
each a term of two years. 

The above figures show that there was either great waste or 
dishonesty in the Bindery, or probably both, during Mr. Hoff- 
man’s superintendency—the former resulting from his loose man- 
agement and his long absences daily, and the latter most likely 
from affiliation with persons of no more business honesty than 
Lutkins and Roys. The loss of the Concern, as appears by the 
above, falls very far short of what has been so frequently reported, 
and by many believed. Itis not formidable enough to create any 
great sensation. I do not think it would much exceed the 
direct and indirect sum paid out on account of the investigations. 

I have taken a general view of the Bindery business farther 
back than my special investigations carried me, and it is my 
opinion that these wrongs did not exist in any noticeable way 
before about 1867. But my examination of this was not thorough, 

There has been, I believe, no direct impeachment of the princi- 
pal Agent’s business integrity, but the idea has now and then been 
in the minds of some that he was deriving incidental pecuniary 
benefits from his position. Such a supposition I am free to say 
has not the slightest foundation. Dr. Carlton does not, and does 
not need to, seek benefit from the funds of the Book Concern, and, 
as Ihave the best reasons for believing, neither seeks nor gets 
favors from the bank where the balances of the Concern are kept. 
The complaints about large balances lying in bank without inter- 

_est are not just. Ihave looked into that question, and have no 
hesitation in saying that the service rendered by the bank in. 
daily collections without charge, and its readiness at all times, in 
the emergencies of the Missionary Society, to furnish all needed 
relief, is of much more service to the Concern than any of its de- 
posite balances are to the bank. . 

Some of my foregoing strictures will not seem complimentary 
to Dr. Carlton touching sundry details in the management of in- 
terior departments. This was to some extent owing to the 
method of dividing the responsibility between the Agents them- 
selves. But justice requires me to say that the Agent has for 
many years maintained an admirable general management, and, 
when the emergencies have called for it, has displayed high 
financial ability. 

In drawing to a conclusion, I will add that I have aimed to 
canvass every matter of importance coming within the range of 
my commission, and have omitted to notice only those matters 
which it could serve no important purpose to discuss. I have en- 
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deavored to study brevity, and yet present all important points. 
Some may think I have omitted important things. Perhaps here- 
after I may think so myself. Ido not now. My investigations 
justify the following summary of results: : 

The methods of account and the state of the office business for a 
great many years were not creditable, things much of the time 
standing in confused and careless shapes. 

I have, nevertheless, not discovered any thing in the depart- 
ment of accounts—the office proper—where dishonesty is covered 
up. The nature of the case did not admit of an extensive scrutiny 
of details, but confined me chiefly to transactions and entries on 
which were based accusations and complaints. 

The strictures of the experts employed by the Assistant Agent, 
Dr. Lanahan, to examine and report upon the books and accounts, 
were in many cases correct and just, but not as relates to the last 
five years. Their discoveries were such as did not require the 
skill of an accountant to see them, while in cases requiring the 
proper qualifications of an expert, they betrayed decided profes- 
sional incompetency. 

The books and accounts for the last five or six years have un- 
dergone a decided change for the better, and there is no reason 
now to complain of them, though some of the particular modes 
of account could be improved. The books in the departments of 
Printing-Office and Bindery are in an orderly state. Taking the 
whole Concern together, I doubt not the books represent the true 
condition of the business. 

The financial department is, and has been for a good many years, 
regulated by an admirable system, and has reached in its manage- 
ment a degree of exactness which can scarcely be improved. 

In regard to the printing department, I cannot speak approv- 
ingly of the position held formerly by Mr. James F. Porter, 
through whom most of the paper was. purchased from 1864 to 
1869, because of the damaging, suspicious, and dangerous oppor- 
tunities to which the position gave rise. I do not find, as alleged, 
that the commissions paid by manufacturers of paper to Porter 
came out of the Book Concern. 

I find, excepting a few odd lots (involving no large sum) 
procured from Mr, Porter as a dealer, for which an excessive price 
was charged, that the paper used by the house, as procured through 
-him, cost the Concern only fair market rates. Ifthe Concern bore 
the commissions, why did the manufacturers so earnestly desire 
Porter’s displacement. 

J do not find any evidence whatever of fraud against Mr. Good- 
enough, formerly Superintendent of the Printing Department. . 
The Printing-Office, in its internal government, was, I think, never 
‘better managed than under his superintendency. My only objec- 
tion has already been stated. 

In the Bindery a bad administration of affairs prevailed under 
Mr. Hoffman, especially in the last several years of his superinten- 
dency; and though it has been in this case, as it almost always is 
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in such cases, difficult to establish frauds by direct or legal proofs, 
yet they in my judgment existed, and the Concern suffered thereby. 

The actual losses suffered by the Concern in the only depart- 
ment where frauds are seen—the Bindery—do not, according to 
my judgment, much exceed the expenses already incurred in inves- 
tigating them. They do not justify the extravagant statements of 
a large part of the press, whose managers no doubt believed what 
they published to be true, and their motives should not be harshly 
judged. 

It is to me a matter of wonder that in so large a business as the 
Book Concern has been doing for so many years the frauds and 
irregularities discovered, after searching examinations, are so small 
—smaller, I doubt not, than would be found in the average in houses 
of equal business, and employing as many persons. 

While there are internal usages and forms of business which even 
yet could be improved, the general management has for many years 
been sound, able, and honest. [remember with pride, that through 
all the financial revulsions of the past, when the most reputable 
houses, publishers among them, bowed beneath the storm, the 
Methodist Book Concern was able to stand unshaken and erect. 
I trust it may always be so, and believe it will. 

In conclusion, I request that you order an appropriation not ex- 
ceeding $1,100 to cover my actual expenses, including a small 
sum for clerical assistance. The items will be furnished at the 
time of payment. For my services I decline compensation. 

Respectfully submitted, 


James P. KitBRetu. 
New York, April 26, 1871. 
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REPORT OF THE MINORITY OF THE BOOK COMMITTEE. 


To tHe Bisuors anD MemBEers OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


Farnuers anp Breturen: The undersigned, members of the 
Book Committee appointed by the General Conference of 1868, 
are compelled to dissent from the report of the majority, and re- 
spectfully submit the following minority report as an expression 
of their sober judgment and mature convictions upon the admin- 
istration of the Book Concern. 


PRELIMINARY STATEMENT. 


At the last session of the General Conference Thomas Carlton 
was elected Agent, and John Lanahan Assistant Agent of the 
Book Concern at New York, and promptly entered upon the dis- 
charge of their duties. In the month of February, 1869, at the first 
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meeting of the Book Committee, a Sub-Committee was appointed to 
inspect the accounts of the Concern, and report thereon. Dr. Lana- 
han, in familiarizing himself with the details of the business, be- 
came convinced of the existence of grave irregularities in some of 
the departments, to which he felt compelled to call the attention 
of the Sub-Committee. It met in New York early in October, 
1869, and entered into an examination of the accounts of the de- 
partment alluded to. On the fourth of November the Book 
Committee convened in New York to hold its 


Srconp AnnuaL Meerrtine. 


The Sub-Committee presented its report, and the Assistant Agent 
presented a communication relating to the alleged irregularities. 
The Book Committee remained in session from the fourth to the 
eighteenth of the month, as its report alleges, giving “ careful in- 
vestigation and serious inquiry into the business of the house ;” 
and submitted, “for the information of the Church and of the 
Conferences,” a series of resolutions, of which we quote the third: 

“That the investigation of the affairs and business of the Bind- 
ery has satisfied the Committee that there has been great mis- 
management in this department, and that serious losses have 
occurred therein.” 

This was signed by twelve members of the Book Committee, 
namely: B. F. Rawlins, Leroy M. Vernon, George W. Woodruff, 
C. S. Vancleve, Henry Slicer, I. S. Bingham, James Erwin, George 
W. Maltby, J. F. Kennedy, F. A. Blades, Cyrus Brooks, Jacob 
Rothweiler. 

On the 27th of January, 1870, the Committee again met, and 
remained in session until the 10th of February. The design of 
this meeting has never been distinctly set forth. The majority of 
the Committee gave as the occasion “the deep and general dis- 
satisfaction with the report of the Committee in November.” We 
are fully convinced that the chief purpose was to inquire into the 
official conduct of the Assistant Agent in having alleged fraud, 
corruption, and losses in the Book Concern, with a view to his 
suspension and subsequent removal from office. The majority, in 
the report of this meeting, state that “very little, if any, new tes- 
timony was obtained implicating any body in frauds, or going to 
prove losses in the Concern, but the testimony already taken was 
thoroughly sifted.” They further state that their plan was, to 
“make an inquiry into the temper and conduct of the Agents, to 
ascertain whether there was any thing in their personal relations 
with each other, or in the probable course of both or either of 
them thereafter, that would imperil the Concern or seriously im- 
pair its efficiency.” They tell you that this part of their inquiry 
was “dropped,” but fail to tell you that it was not dropped until a 
long, labored, and unsuccessful effort to show that the Assistant 
Agent was responsible for the offensive article which appeared in 
the “ New York Times” of September 21, 1869. Into the Com- 
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mittee-room at this meeting a lawyer was brought, who was an- 
nounced as the “ confidential attorney of the Book Concern.” He 
was employed to assist the Committee, and sat with them during 
their deliberations. 

This proceeding was so extraordinary, and, in our judgment, so 
manifestly improper, that two of the minority, namely, H. Slicer 
and J. Pike, entered their solemn and formal protest against it, 
and the same was spread upon the Journal. The majority of the 

Jommittee were well aware that the employment of this man as 
legal adviser was against the protest of the Assistant Agent, and 
that it was personally offensive to him. The “ confidential attor- 
ney ” presented a paper embodying his views of the proper course 
to be pursued by the Committee in conducting an investigation, 
which paper was referred to a sub-committee previously raised “ to 
frame issues in pending matters,” and the “ confidential attorney ” 
was added to the Committee, whereupon one member of the sub- 
committee representing the minority, refused to serve, and at once 
resigned his place. ; 

It was found that the “issues” looked directly to the suspen- 
sion of the Assistant Agent. The majority of the Committee say 
to you “that Dr. Lanahan seemed fully possessed with the idea 
that there was a conspiracy against him, in which some members 
of the Committee were concerned.” If coming together with an 
intent to suspend, and ultimately to depose him, was a “ conspir- 
acy,” we submit that his suspicions were not without foundation. 
The next event was a complete reversal of their former report. 

The presence and influence of the confidential attorney aforesaid 
had much to do with this reversal of the November action, which 
contained these words : 

“The testimony failed ... to sustain the allegation of losses.” 
“ The Concern is now in a sound and healthy condition, and under 
such a system of checks and safeguards as guarantee security.” 

Having set aside their solemn judgment previously expressed, 
and having “ dropped for the present the inquiry” looking to the 
suspension of the Assistant Agent, chosen by the General Confer- 
ence, the Committee took measures to give their report to the 
public, and adjourned. A minority of the Committee not being 
able to concur, prepared a dissenting report, which we herewith 
present. 


MINORITY REPORT OF THE BOOK COMMITTEE TO THE ANNUAL 
CONFERENCES. 


We, the undersigned members of the Book Committee, respectfully dissent from 
the report of the majority, adopted yesterday, for the following reasons: 

1. Because nothing has come before us during our present session to relieve 
our convictions of losses and mismanagement in the Book Concern, so insufficiently 
expressed in the Committee’s report in November last. 

2. Because, from testimony before the Committee, it appears that the Book 
Agents, for a series of years, purchased a very large part of their paper from or 
through a middle-man or paper broker, who represented himself to paper manu- 
facturers as controlling the purchase of paper for the Book Concern, and whose 
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relation to one of the Agents gave special credibility to his representations, and 
who also represented himself to the Book Concern as the accredited agent of cer- 
tain leading manufacturers. This method of purchases appears to us discreditable, 
and, almost of necessity, damaging to the house. . 

3. Because the testimony before the Committee shows that this system actually 
was damaging to the Book Concern. The Agents have bought since 1860, from 
or through the above-named middle-man, paper to the amount of nearly $700,000: 
from him direct about $350,000, through him as a broker about $350,000. The 
“statement” of the Assistant Agent to the Committee, corroborated, as it is, by 
documents drawn from the books of the dealers referred to, and also from the 
Order Book of the Printing Department of the Methodist Book Concern, clearly 
shows that on sales to the Book Concern, amounting to $63,699 16, between 
July, 1867, and August, 1868, the profit accruing to the above-named “ broker ” 
was $6,805 04; and that during the same period his commissions on purchases 
made from ——-* amounted to $3,040 28. Between August, 1868, and June, 
1869, he received from those two houses commissions amounting to $5,765 55 on 
paper ordered directly from the Book Concern. We give these as specimens only, 
not pretending to say what was the whole amount of profits and commissions on 
the entire sum of nearly $700,000. But we append the following letter from 
Campbell, Hall, & Co., showing that, in one case at least, a profit of thirty per 
cent. was charged: 


“NEw YorK, January 26, 1870. 
“Rev. J. LANAHAN: 

“Dear Sir,—In reply to your inquiry, we beg to say that we sold Mr. Porter, 
in June, 1867, 168 reams of 144X20, 22 lbs., at 27 cents per lb., less 24 per cent., 
amounting to $972 97. We find, by referring to Mr. Goodenough’s Order Book, 
that he sold this paper to the Methodist Book Concern at 34 cents per lb., amount- 
ing to $1,256 64, leaving a difference of $283 67, showing a profit of over 30 per 
cent.” 


4. Because it was in evidence before the Committee that all the manufacturers 
and dealers whose testimony was given would have sold to the house directly as 
cheaply as they sold to Mr. J. F. Porter, with a partial exception in the case of 
,* as stated in their letter below. 

The following letters form a part of this testimony: 





“New Yor«, November 10, 1869. 


“DEAR Sin,—We would say, in answer to your inquiry as to whether we 
- would have sold the Methodist Book Concern the paper which we did through 
Mr. Porter bringing us the orders, at the price, allowing the Methodist Book Con- 
cern the discount which we paid to Mr. Porter, had those orders come to us direet 
instead of through Mr. Porter, we would have allowed the one cent a pound to 
your Society, as we do now. The demand of Mr. Porter for 24 per cent. addition, 
which we finally allowed and paid to him, we did under protest, feeling that it 
was the only way that we could keep along with the busiuess, knowing that the 
time would come when we could break up the infamous system, and ourselves 
and others could get righted, and do our business with your Society as we had 
formerly done before Mr. Porter came upon the field of action, and in the same 
manner as we did our business with our other large customers. _, 
“ Rev. JOHN LANAHAN.” 


“Boston, October 20, 1869. 
“ Rev. JOHN LANAHAN, D.D., New York: 

“My Dar Sir,—You ask in yours of yesterday, ‘Whether from July, 1867, 
to July, 1868, I would, under the same circumstances, have sold paper to the 
Methudist Book Concern at the same price I sold to Mr. J. F. Porter if the Agents 
of said Book Concern, or their employé, had applied to me in person ?’ 

“I reply, I know no reason why, under the same circumstances, I should not 
have sold paper as low to the Methodist Book Concern as to Mr. Porter. 


* Names of prominent New York and Boston paper dealers, 
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The following is an extract of a letter of Mr. 





,* dated Dec. 22, 1869: 


“The letter to which Mr. Goodenough refers is probably the one written by me 
in which I said that, under the same circumstances, I would have sold as low to 
the Book Concern direct as to Mr. Porter. By this I meant that I had no motive 
for making low prices to Mr. Porter that would not have existed had the Agents 
of the Book Concern applied to me direct.” 

“New York, January 25, 1870. 
“Rev. Dr. JOHN LANAHAN: 

“ Dear Str,—In reply to your inquiry whether we should have furnished the 
Methodist Book Concern the paper sold to Mr. Porter, and upon the same terms, 
we have to say we should most certainly have done so. Yours truly.” 


Statements of like import with the above, from B. R. Hard & Co., and Buckley, 
Dunton, & Co., were before us. 

5. Because no evidence in rebuttal of the above statements was laid before the 
Committee except to the effect that the purchase of paper through middle-men 
was not unfrequent. Moreover, an assertion was made to the Committee that 
prices paid by the Concern for paper were as low as those paid by other publish- 
ing houses. But the testimony showed, (1) That the purchase of paper through 
brokers is the exception, and not the rule; that, especially in large establish- 
ments, the usage is to purehase directly from manufacturers; and, (2) That even 
where brokers are employed the commission paid is rarely over one per cent. As 
to comparative prices paid by the Book Concern and other houses, it was con- 
clusively shown that no clear proof is possible from the very nature of the case. 
And, moreover, our concern is not what other houses paid for paper, but what 
the Methodist Book Concern might have bought it for. 

The Agents of such an institution as the Methodist Book Concern ought cer- 
tainly to buy their paper of manufacturers as cheaply as any broker. 

6. Because, in our judgment, based upon testimony before us, the following 
losses have occurred in the Bindery: 

(1.) In leather, from December 1, 1867, to September 1, 1869, bought by the 
Book Concern, but not accounted for or shown to have been used in the Bindery, 
about $20,000. 

(2.) Also within nine months, from December 1, 1868, in the item of glue, paid 
for and not accounted for, about $800. 

7. Because we believe that funds of the Book Concern have been sacriticed and 
placed in jeopardy by the appropriation of the gold-sweepings to the head of the 
Bindery as a perquisite instead of a small supplement to his salary. For several 
years the purchases of gold-leaf have averaged over $8,000 per year, and the gold- 
sweepings have amounted, we are convinced, to at least fifteen per cent. of the 
whole purchase, making annually at least $1,200. Any employé is dangerously 
tempted when his careless use of costly materials results in the increase of his 
own salary. 

For the above reason, not to name others, we feel ourselves compelled to pre- 
sent this minority report; and we further feel ourselves compelled to say that the 
methods of making purchases in the Printing Department, the methods of paying 
wages and keeping accounts thereof in the Bindery, and the methods of checking 
invoices of goods received, have been defective, and likely, therefore, to lead to 
losses. We at the same time express our firm belief and hope that the Book 
Committee’s investigations have so far awakened attention, and will lead to such 
improvements in the methods of business, that the Book Concern will be secured 
to a very great extent against the possibility of similar irregularities and losses 
hereafter. 

And, finally, we beg to say that we fully concur in that part of the report of 
the majority which expresses confidence in the integrity of the Agents and the 


solvency of the Book Concern. Henry SLICER, 
JAMES PIKE, 
New York, February 10, 1870. L, M. Vernon. 


Nore.—The names of the writers of the letters given in this report are in the possession of the 
Committee, re 


* Name of a prominent paper dealer. 
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After ample consideration and reflection, in the conscientious 
exercise of our judgment, we still adhere to that report. We be- 
lieve that later developments have shown that if that minority 
report erred at all, it was in excessive caution. 


THE PRESS. 


The majority complain of the strictures and criticisms of the 
press upon their action. They fail to refer to the criticisms and 
strictures of a portion of the official press of our own Church upon 
the Assistant Agent and the minority, exceeding in bitterness any 
assaults made by the non-official or secular press. 

Nor do they refer to the remarkable “Christian Advocate ” 
supplement, which the Book Agents, East and West, sent to the 
subscribers of all the Church papers, which contained matter so 
libelous, and so utterly without foundation in fact, that three mem- 
bers of the Committee brought it to the attention of the Book 
Committee, which, at their request, appointed a sub-committee to 
inquire and report, 

1. Concerning the truth of what they alleged, to wit, that it 
contained many false statements and misrepresentations calculated 
to mislead the ministers and members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church concerning the Book Room troubles. 

2. As to what General Conference editors and publishers were 
responsible for originating and publishing the supplement. 

3. What action the Book Committee ought to take on the offi- 
cial conduct of those thus responsible. A majority of the sub- 
committee thus appointed refused to go into the investigation, 
leaving us no remedy but to refer to your body the consideration 
of this remarkable and, as we believe, unprecedented abuse of the 
privileges of the official press, and the unwarrantable expenditure 
of Church funds wasted in the publication and circulation of the 
document referred to. 

We respectfully inquire, also, whether this supplement was in 
any case sent out as part of Church papers contrary to the wishes 
and judgment of the editors of the same ? 


MOVEMENT FOR SUSPENSION, 


The majority of the Book Committee could not rest. They 
were compelled to go further, and steps were taken privately to 
institute and consummate measures for the suspension of the As- 
sistant Agent, who still held and stated his original convictions, 
and earnestly desired a thorough investigation. 

The majority do us the justice of stating that “a small but in- 
fluential minority resisted the measures taken against Dr. Lanahan 
as unnecessary and unwise.” Upon us, then, rests no responsi- 
bility for continued agitation, protracted and bitter controversy, 
and the vast expense entailed upon the Church. It was not our 
action which cost so many thousands of dollars, and occasioned 
damage to the reputation of the Concern and the Church far worse 


622 Journal of the General Conference. (1872. 


than the loss of money. The majority had now assumed and 
maintained, in the face of their previous declarations, that there 
had heen ‘no losses, no mismanagement, no frauds. Dr. Lanahan, 
with other convictions, stood in their way, and must be removed, 
This was the logical result of their action. Believing every thing 
rigiit, the majority do and can indorse the Agent unqualifiedly. 
On the other hand, the minority are certain that a bad state of 
things has existed in the Concern for years, for which somebody 
is responsible, and for the exposure of which Dr. Lanahan deserves 
the thanks of the Church; and with these views they cannot join 
in the approbation expressed by the majority of the management 
and of the Agent. 
We will now present 


OUR CONCLUSIONS. 


I. The business of the Bindery was not properly organized with 
suitable checks, balances, and safeguards, for want of which the 
property of the Concern has been put in peril, and a large amount 
irrecoverably lost. 

1. It is admitted that for many years bills of purchase were left 
exclusively for audit and certification to the party contracting 
them. 

2. No records were kept in the department by means of which 
it could be shown that goods bought for the department were re- 
ceived, or, if received, that they answered in quantity aud quality 
to the goods bought. Mr. Kilbreth, who was appointed by the 
majority to inspect the books, accounts, and methods of business 
of the Concern, criticises the administration for both these omis- 
sions, and says, concerning the latter, “This was most discredita- 
ble tu all concerned.” 

3. Mr. Hoffman, superintendent of the bindery, was allowed to 
draw money at will, frequently drawing in excess of any vouchers 
furnished by him. This person appears to have been a great 
favorite with the principal Agent, as was seen first in the extraor- 
dinary zeal in exculpating him from all complaints and charges 
preferred against him before the Committee; and, secondly, in the 
fact that he was allowed, in addition to his regular salary, some 
($1,600) sixteen hundred dollars per year in the shape of gold- 
sweepings. It is claimed that he divided some of this with his 
subordinates, but it does not appear that the Concern required 
this of him. Thirdly, in that he was allowed and justified by his 
superior in office in making presents of costly and elegant books 
belonging to the Concern to William M. Tweed and other personal 
friends. 

4, In being permitted, without rebuke, to absent himself from 
duty more than half the time during business hours. 

Is it strange that, under such circumstances, with such defective 
methods of business, with the door wide open to frauds, that they 
should be found to exist ? Mr. Kilbreth says in his report: 
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In the Bindery a bad administration of affairs prevailed for several years under 
Mr. Hoffman, especially in the last several years of his superintendency, and 
though it has been in this case, as it almost always is in such cases, difficult to 
establish frauds by direct and legal proof, yet they undoubtedly existed, and the 
Concern suffered thereby. 


If, A system of purchasing paper prevailed for years in the 
Printing Department which was exceptionable, unbusiness-like, 
brought scandal upon the reputation of the Concern, and, as we 
believe, occasioned serious losses. The testimony of Mr. Kilbreth 
is important. He says: 


Was it right and proper for Mr. J. F. Porter, under all the circumstances of the 
case, to occupy the peculiar position which for five years he did? I unhesitat- 
ingly say not. I regard it as a decided business impropriety. Had it not been 
for Mr. Porter’s surroundings, neither the manufacturers nor Mr. Goodenough 
would have thought of him more than of any of a thousand young men in New 
York for the position they gave him. The simple case, stripped of all covering, 
and stated in plain language, is just this: J. F. Porter was employed and paid 
handsomely by the manufacturers to make sure their business with the Book 
Concern, because his father was one of its managers. Mr. Goodenough, the su- 
perintendent of the Printing Department, favored him very naturally in that posi- 
tion from a desire to please his father. His father, without ill intent, and from 
very natural impulses, felt a desire to bestow upon his son, but in an unjustifiable 
way, the business benefits of his position. None can reasonably deny that the 
peculiar connection of Mr. Porter with the paper purchases of the Book Concern 
gave rise to dangerous suspicions and damaging influences. It was a wrong to 
put and keep him in the place he occupied. 


With these strong statements of Mr. Kilbreth before us, and the 
facts we have ascertained, we cannot agree with him in his con- 
clusion, that in the transactions of Mr. Porter, reaching the vast 
sum of over half a million of dollars, on half of which he had very 
large profits, and on the other half had received enormous com- 
missions, the Concern suffered no serious losses. 

III. The accounts of the Concern have for years been kept in a 
most unsatisfactory nanner. Mr. Kilbreth says: 


So that the methods of accounts and the state of office business for a great 
many years were not creditable, things most of the time standing in confused and 
careless shapes. 


The superficial inspection of Mr. Kilbreth (for from the necessi- 
ties of the case he could give but little time to the examination of 
the books) permitted him to indulge a hope that for the last five 
years there has been great improvement. The minority are pre- 
pared to present the most conclusive proofs that even in this he is 
mistaken. The following is the testimony: 


REPORT OF JOHN A. GUNN. 


Rey. T. Caruron, D.D., AGENT, ETC. 

Sir: Your letter of April 4, 1871, named two other gentlemen, with myself, as a 
Committee “to examine the accounts and business methods of the Methodist Book 
Concern.” As, however, I learned from yourself that these geutlemen were- not 
expected, and from themselves that they did not intend to personally participate 
in the examination, I declined to act as a member of such Committee, and subse- 
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quently, on April 20, concluded an agreement with you to individually make the 
proposed investigation. I entered immediately upon an investigation of the ac- 
counts, which cover the period from January 1, 1860, to November 30, 1871, be- 
lieving that a minute investigation of these accounts, together with the vouchers 
and records pertaining thereto, would yield conclusive evidence as to the truth or 
falsity of the charges of “incompetent book-keeping” and “fraud” in the admin- 
istration of the affairs of the Concern. 

The plan thus entered upon was pursued until the 1st of January last, when, in 
accordance with your expressed wish, I suspended the consecutive investigation, 
and gave my time and attention to the specific matters cited by Dr. Lanaban in 
his presentment to the Book Committee, and in the consideration of these I have, 
since that date, been employed. Of the results of my examination, thus far, I beg 
leave to make the following 


REPORT. 


I. In reference to the Book-keeping. 

That, before entering upon an examination of the accounts subsequent to Janu- 
ary 1, 1861, I found it necessary to consider, although not minutely, those of the 
preceding years; that, when the consecutive work was suspended, it had embraced 
the period from 1861 to 1865 inclusive, and that, in considering Dr. Lanahan’s 
allegations, I have had occasion to examine carefully much of the work of years 
from 1866 to 1871 inclusive, so that my investigation, while minute only as to the 
five years indicated, has, in many important respects, embraced the entire period 
from January, 1852, to November 30, 1871. It is proper for me to add, however, 
that when the examination of the accounts from 1861 to 1865 was suspended, it 
was complete only as to inaccuracies and irregularities apparent upon the ledger, 
not as to the vouchers and original records. 

There had been originally an attempt to apply the system of double entry in 
recording the transactions of the Concern. How far the attempt had been suc- 
cessful, and what was the condition of the accounts at the close of 1862, appears 
from the report under date of August 15, 1862, of the gentlemen who, in accord- 
ance with the instructions of the General Conference of 1860, had, at your request, 
been invited to inspect them, the insertion of which here will obviate the necessity 
of further reference to the period prior to its date. It was as follows: 


‘Messrs. CARLTON & PORTER: 


“GENTLEMEN: Some weeks ago I called at the Book Room at your request to 
examine into the feasibility of examining and auditing the accounts of the Methodist 
Book Concern. After a hasty glance at the number and character of the accounts, 
I expressed the opinion that an examination such as was proposed would be of no 
practical value, unless it was made thorough by tracing every entry back to its 
source, which would be so laborious that it would be impossible to make the ex- 
amination in the time that could be devoted to the work. A subsequent critical 
investigation of the nature of the accounts and of the manner in which they are 
kept, has more than confirmed me in the opinion then expressed. It is, of course, 
impossible to say just how much time would be needed to make the examination, 
but I do not hesitate to say that, if the work were performed by an accountant 
sufficiently master of his business to do it well, it would be a labor of months to 
examine and audit the accounts of the Concern for a single year. 

‘““We subsequently held some conversation about the various methods of keep- 
Ing accounts, and their adaptation to the nature and peculiarities of the business 
to be transacted; and before leaving I was requested by you to examine into the 
method or system of accounts kept by the Concern, and to make a report thereon, 
including in it suggestions as’ to changes in the system that I might think could 
be advantageously made. 

“T have accordingly examined somewhat closely into the nature of the business 
transacted, and the manner in which the accounts are kept, and, as the result, beg 
leave to make the following 

“ REPORT. 


“The books of the Concern appear to contain a full record of the business in’ all 
its departments. As far as my observation extended, I discovered no omission in 
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recording every fact that was necessary to a perfect understanding of the business, 
or to a full statement of its results. In the manner of arranging the accounts, 
howeéver, they are faulty. 

“An effort seems to have been made to have the books kept systematically, but 
the system adopted is not sufficiently comprehensive, and does not include all the 
accounts. Some of them are kept methodically and correctly; others amount to 
little more than disconnected memoranda; the consequence of which is, that the 
books fail to show the exact results of the business. 

“This may seem strange, but we have only to analyze one or two of the leading 
accounts to make it clear. Take, for example, the merchaudise account. The 
main thing to be learned from this account is the gross profit made by the manu- 
facture and sale of books during the year. To do this, it is requisite that the 
debit side of the account should show the entire cost of the goods included under 
the head of merchandise, and the credit side the entire proceeds realized from 
their sale. Having these two items, the total cost and the amount of sales, we 
have but to add to the debit side of the account the amount of stock on hand at 
the beginning of the year, and to the credit side the amount on hand at the end 
of the year, and the balance then standing at the credit of the account will be the 
profit made on the year’s sales. Let us see how far the books, as now kept, 
succeeG in giving us these facts. One great element of cost in making books 
consists of wages paid to priuters, book-binders, etc., and to authors for copy- 
rights, and all disbursements for these objects should in some way be debited to 
the merchandise account. The practice of your accountant is, however, to charge 
these disbursements to other accounts, and the consequence is, the merchandise 
account shows at the end of the year an amount of profit fictitious to an extent 
just equal to the amounts paid for the above objects. 

“ Again, the item of wages alluded to above, instead of going into its proper 
channel, finds its way into an account called ‘Salaries and Wages.’ This account 
is, or should be, purely an expense account, and is properly chargeable with no 
items except such as are a necessary expense in the general management of the 
business. By charging to it, therefore, items that really. constitute a part of ‘the 
cost of the goods in which you deaJ, you show an amount of expense that is, to a 
large extent, fictitious. 

“The accounts with the different periodicals would naturally be considered of 
great importance, but in these the books are deficient to a much greater extent 
than in the accounts to which allusion has already been made. The books should 
show the cost, receipts, and profits of each one of the periodicals published, but 
in reality they give us no information whatever on either of these points. The 
cost of the paper on which the periodicals are printed is charged to the merchan- 
dise account, and the wages paid to printers, etc., are charged to the account of 
‘Salaries and Wages;’ while the accounts with the subscribers are kept on books 
entirely disconnected from the set which should represent the whole business, 
and in such a way as to give us no information as to the amount of subscriptions 
received for any one of the periodicals, or, indeed, for all of them combined. 

“The accounts with the different depositories also fail to give us the informa- 
tion they should as to the results of the business done by them. The amount of 
sales, profits, and expenses of each depository, instead of appearing distinctly and 
by themselves, are merged into the general accounts of those items which include 
the business done at the Book Room, as well as at the different agencies. 

“The above instances are probably sufficient to vindicate the principal defi- 
ciencies of the method of keeping the accounts now in use, namely, that they are 
not so arranged as in the ordinary routine of the business to gather the various 
aggregates of the business under proper heads, so as to show easily yet clearly 
the exact results’ of the business. 

“As I have before remarked, every part of the business appears to be fully 
recorded in the books, and it is possible, by analyzing the accounts, taking an 
item here and another there, to make at the end of the year a statement of the 
result of the business; but the necessity for making this analysis proves the in- 
completeness of the system used. ed ies 

“Tf the system be a good one, and well adapted to the nature of the business, 
every item of disbursement and receipt, whether of expense or of profit, will be 
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classified and appear under its proper head, and at the end of the year the profit 
and loss account will show at its debit the total amount of losses and expenses, 
and at its credit the profits made, together with the sources from which they are 
derived. 

“There is nothing in the nature of the business of the Book Room that would 
render it at all difficult to arrange the books so as to show these results, and I 
will now attempt to suggest a plan of accounts that will meet the requirements 
of the business in this respect.” j 

(Then follows the plan—suggestions as to the manner of keeping accounts with 
the several depositories, printing-office, bindery, periodicals, etc.) 


I need not add a word concerning the book-keeping prior to the date of that 
report, except only to say that, as it was not that gentleman’s purpose to audit 
the accounts, but only to examine the system of book-keeping employed, there 
were some features of the books, at that time, which probably did not come under 
his observation, and which would, undoubtedly, have modified in some measure 
his opinion concerning the fullness of the records, and the possibility of making 
therefrom, at the end of the year, a correct ‘‘statement of the results of the 
business.” 

On January 1, 1863, the changes suggested in the foregoing report with refer- 
ence to merchandise account, and the accounts with the depositories, printing- 
office, and bindery, were in most respects adopted, but not those in regard to the 
periodical accounts; the manner of keeping the accounts in this department of 
the business was unchanged, and is at the present time substantially what it was 
in 1862; the gentleman in charge of that department preferring to retain the 
method with which he was familiar. Referring, then, to the period from January 
1, 1863, to November 30, 1871, it is my duty to say, 

1. As to accuracy. 

That I found in 1861 and 1862 serious errors, many of which were unquestion- 
ably caused by the defective system of book-keeping then in use; that partial 
improvement, resulting ‘from the changes in the above-mentioned accounts, was 
apparent in 1863, so that in this and the years 1864 and 1865, although there 
were clerical errors, they were such as evinced oversight rather than incompe- 
tency, and that from 1865 to 1871 inclusive, there have been errors and irregu- 
larities of which I shall have occasion to speak hereafter. 

2. As to the system of accounts. 

That while double entry is used in respect to the other accounts, those in the 
Periodical Department are kept by single entry, and consequently do not afford 
information essential to its most profitable management. 

3. As to the application of the system. 

That the methods of application are not such as are approved by experience 
and in accordance with universal usage; the subsidiary books, upon which should 
be found the original record of facts and details pertaining to the trausactions 
which appear in skeleton upon the ledger, are unusual in form, incorrect, and not 
adapted to the purposes for which they are intended; the vouchers are not so 
arranged as to be readily accessible, and there is no proper cash account upon the 
ledger—that is, none from which can be ascertained the amount of cash received 
and the amount disbursed within any given period. 

4, As to the practice. 

A. The record of details is obscure and meager. 

The subsidiary books afford, in most cases, very little, and in many no informa- 
tion whatever concerning the origin and incidental history of important accounts 
and entries, so that it is simply impossible to understand such accounts and en- 
tries without protracted and elaborate investigation, which frequently would need 
to be supplemented by information from one personally familiar with such details. 
It is certainly true that, in case of the absence of both the book-keeper and his 
assistant, it would not be possible for one not otherwise advised to gather from 
the books such knowledge of the accounts befure him as would render him com- 
petent to make a reliable statement of the real condition of the Concern—not be- 
cause of peculiarities of the business, but only because he would find no record 

of facts which would elucidate the entries upon the ledger. 
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B. Frequent alterations and changes have rendered the books untrustworthy 
and unintelligible, because there is no explanation of such alterations. 

C. The correctness of the books has been tested, by trial-balance, only once a 
year; error then disclosed has been allowed to remain without discovery, and, 
consequently, the books have not proved in nearly twenty years. 

D. There is a singular lack of uniformity in the manner of keeping some of the 
accounts, changes being made so frequently, and without explanation or notice 
upon the books, that the account is rendered unintelligible. 

E. Many entries are made in phraseology not known to double entry, which 
either obscures or fails to make apparent the transaction recorded. , 

F. Accounts have been closed to profit and loss without proper adjustment, 
and without intelligible explanation. 


II. As to the allegation of fraud. 

In reference to this I would not speak prematurely. 

The business of the Concern is complex; classified under the four general de- 
partments—Mercantile, Manufacturing, Publishing, and Ministerial, (namely, rep- 
resenting the General Conference, and both receiving and disbursing the funds of 
its institutions.) Its accounts subdivide into those of the wholesale and retail 
stores, with the depositories of Boston, Buffalo, and Pittsburgh; of the printing- 
office, bindery, and engraving department; of the periodicals, (embracing five 
publications ;) of the Church institutions, (Iract, Church Extension, Freedmen’s 
Aid, and, until recently, Missionary Societies, and Sunday-School Union ;) and of 
the General Conference, Bishops, etc. The transactions throughout these depart- 
ments and subdivisions are inter-related; are characterized frequently by pecul- 
jiarities not apparent to casual or cursory observation, involve details numerous 
and varied; are in their aggregate so large, and extend over a period so long, 
(twenty years,) that it is simply impossible to reach an absolute conclusion in 
regard to this allegation without patient and careful scrutiny not only of these 
accounts, but also of the original records, vouchers, etc.; and such an examina- 
tion cannot, in consequence of the defective and anomalous character of the books, 
(as above indicated,) be made either rapidly or in the use of customary methods; 
and, therefore, I have not yet had opportunity to give attention to either the 
alleged fraudulent purchase of materials for the bindery and printing-office, or the 
alleged diversion of the property of the Concern to private uses. It is true that, 
before I began this investigation, I had, at your request, by a careful comparison 
of the vouchers with the receipts and disbursements of cash in the years of 1869 
and 1870, as stated upon the cashier’s book, found that in these years the cash 
was accounted for and the disbursements verified by vouchers, with the exception 
of $6,206 30, embracing numerous small amounts, such as usually appear in the 
petty cash, and for purposes legitimate to the business. It is also true that a 
comparison of the receipts and disbursements, shown by the several ledger ac- 
counts during the years 1861 to 1865 inclusive, gave the balance of “‘cash on 
hand ” which appeared on the book called ‘‘ cash-book ;” but as there is no proper 
cash account, and I had not yet examined the vouchers, etc., which related to such 
entries, in the ledger accounts from 1861 to 1865, the above result, although .im- 
portant, was not final. 

It must be manifest from the above brief statement that my work is, as to 
its extent and thoroughness, so incomplete that I cannot, without the risk of 
serious injustice to the large and important interests, personal and denominational, 
thereby to be affected—and therefore should not—at present report a conclusion 
which it may be found necessary, after further investigation, to either modify or 
retract. 

While, however, I may not, at this -stage of the investigation, speak decisively 

as to the charge of fraud in the administration of the affairs of the Concern, truth 
constrains me to say that there are indisputable facts, both circumstantial and 
positive, which must convince any impartial mind that there have been, in some 
of the departments of the Concern, grave irregularities, affording unusual oppor-_ 
tunities for fraud, the significance of which can be determined only when the in- 
vestigation is completed. 

I am, as rapidly as possible, putting into intelligible form the evidence upon 
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which the conclusions herein expressed are based, and will be prepared in a few 
days to place it in your hands. Respectfully, etc., JoHNn A. GUNN. 


April 26, 1872. 


IV. The inventories of property have been so made as to be un- 
reliable, so that but little dependence can be placed upon the an- 
nual exhibits of the Agents to the Conferences, so far as relates to 
the actual results of business during the preceding year, of the 
real assets of the Concern. 

V. The minority have been driven to the conclusion that the 
Book Concern has suffered from the want of personal supervision, 
the principal Agent and some of his subordinates giving so much 
attention to private business, to corporations, and various forms 
of speculation, in part carried on in the Concern. Interests have 
been divided, time consumed, and energies paid for by the Concern 
directed elsewhere. From such imputations even the severest 
critics and most earnest opponents of the Assistant Agent entirely 
exempt him. 

We submit these statements to your godiy judgment, believing 
them to be entirely truthful. We furthermore declare our solemn 
conviction that if the Agent had joined with the Assistant Agent 
in carefully inspecting the business of the Concern, in giving per- 
sonal attention to alleged abuses, and in attempting to rectify the 
same, the controversy through which the Church has passed would 
have been avoided. 

We believe that Dr. Lanahan has suffered serious wrong. The 
chief paper bearing his name as publisher has cautioned the public 
against his statements; his feelings have been outraged; twice 
has sentence of suspension been pronounced against him; a vote 
of deposition was declared, and the act only arrested by the timely 
and constitutional interference of the Episcopacy; he has been 
put to heavy cost in defending himself, while we have reason to 
believe that the costs of prosecuting him have been paid from the 
funds of the Book Concern. It is for us to call your attention to 
these facts; it is for you to provide the remedy. The minority 
believe that the statements they have submitted are true in all re- 
spects, and fully accept the responsibility of sustaining them. We 
ask for a searching, taithful examination before an impartial and 
competent tribunal. Appoint such a one, arm it with power ‘to 
send for persons and papers, place over it a disinterested presiding 
officer, and we will at once respond to the summons to make good 
all that we have said. We furthermore state that it is our opinion 
that, from the forwardness of various examinations, the most im- 
portant of these allegations can be disposed of in a very short 
time. We earnestly ask you not to refuse a thorough, sifting ex- 
amination, under your authority and direction, on the ground that 
there is not sufficient time for conducting it. We insist that there 

‘is, and the General Conference alone is competent to end this long- 
continued agitation. 


We now close this report. Duties laborious and often painful 
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have devolved upon us. We could not escape them, and have 
performed them as best we could. We surrender to you the trust 
received four years ago, confident that honesty of purpose at least 
will be accorded us. Respectfully submitted, 

Henry Suicer, 

James Pike, 

Grorce W. Matrsy. 

BROOKLYN, New York, May 1, 1872. 


4.5.—sournal, page 102. 
REPORT OF THE ASSISTANT AGENT AT NEW YORK. 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE: 


Faruers and Bretruren: I welcome your assembling as af- 
fording me a long-desired opportunity to present to your consid- 
eration matters of deepest moment to the Church. Elected by 
your suffrages, in 1868, to the charge of an important trust, I 
have found myself unable to agree with my colleague in relation 
to its condition and administration. After four years of much 
vicissitude, I turn with pleasure to your body, in confident expec- 
tation that you will listen to my facts attentively, that you will 
examine them thoroughly, and decide upon them righteously. I 
bespeak, therefore, your patience while I rehearse to you the 
transactions of my term of office. 


Tuer Printing DEPARTMENT. 


I entered on duty as Assistant Book Agent, at New York, in 
June, 1868. Having learned that the Superintendent of the Print- 
ing Department purchased all the paper, I asked him in July of 
that year how and where he made the purchases? His manner 
and his indefinite answers impressed me unfavorably. Being un- 
acquainted with the details of such business, I determined, before 
inquiring further, to take at least six months to make myself fa- 
miliar with the workings of the Concern. Some time after I 
asked the book-keeper for the vouchers for paper purchased, and 
was told that there were none in the possession of the office, but . 
that they were retained by Mr. Goodenough, Superintendent of 
the Printing Department, and that payments were made upon 
monthly statements. I narhed this fact to Dr. Carlton, and told 
him that to me it was startling that the office should be without 
vouchers, and should pay upon monthly statements containing 
only dates and money amounts. He replied that Mr. Goodenough 
had the vouchers, and that it was all right. I answered that it 
was manifestly unbusiness-like and dangerous to allow one man 
to purchase, receive, and use the paper, and retain the only proper 
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vouchers, while the office paid upon statements which were not 
youchers. 

« In April, 1869, I sent to Mr. Goodenough for the vouchers for 
the purchases of paper of the preceding year, and for a statement 
of his manner of purchasing. Instead of sending me the vouch- 
ers, he sent two order-books with the following note: 


“MeEtHopist Book CoNcERN, April 22, 1869. 


“Dr. LANAHAN: I called at your desk two or three times to answer your note 
in person, but found you engaged elsewhere. These books contain all the orders 
for stock within the time named. I have not made contracts with parties, but 
have made orders from time to time, taking advantage of the market as to prices, 
and not confining orders to any one, unless it proved of advantage to the house. 
In a falling market contracts are annoying. I shall be glad to explain any matter 
you may not quite understand. I am confident we have bought at the lowest 
market rates, and not infrequently below the market. 

Yours, etc., 8. J. GoopsnouGcH. 


_I returned the order-books, and requested Mr. Goodenough to 
send me the original bills, or vouchers, which he did. These bills 
showed that all paper for the year had been purchased of a house 
in Boston, of a house in New York, and of Mr. J. F. Porter, a son 
of my predecessor, Rev. Dr. James Porter. An examination of 
one of Porter’s vouchers, dated April 30, 1868, showed that -he 
had charged the Concern $13 50 per ream for a lot of paper. 
The books of the firm from whom he purchased it, and his own 
subsequent admission, proved that he had bought it the day 
before for $10 80 per ream, thus realizing a profit of over 25 per 
cent. Until Porter obtained control of purchases this firm had 
sold to the Concern direct, and I was assured by them that they 
would have been glad to sell to the Concern as low as to Porter. 
This unexpected development was so contrary to the statements 
of Goodenough in the above note that I determined to make a 
thorough examination of the purchases of paper. I first called 
upon the New York firm before alluded to, and they informed me 
that for several years all orders to them from the Concern had 
come through J. F. Porter, who claimed to have entire control of 
them, and that they could get no orders except as they paid Porter 
a percentage, which percentage was added to the price they would 
have sold at to the Concern. They said further that this was an 
unusual way of doing business, but that they had submitted to it 
because it was understood by the trade generally that no paper 
could be sold to the Methodist Book Concern except through 
Porter. 

The orders delivered by Porter were in the name of the Book 
Concern, and signed by Goodenough; the bills being made out 
to the house, and not to Porter. ‘This firm’s place of business is 
within fifteen minutes’ walk of the Book Concern, yet Goode- 
nough had been there but twice in four years, and on those occa- 
sions merely to inquire about certain grades of paper, the orders 
for which were subsequently delivered by Porter, and upon these 
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also he received a percentage. A day or two after I had mae 
these discoveries I told Mr. Goodenough that, in my examination 
of the paper purchases, I had found ihat the facts were in conflict 
with the statements contained in his note. He said he would like 
to see it proved, and again assured me that he frequently can- 
vassed the market, and that he was confident he often purchased 
below the market price. I asked him if he purchased directly 
from manufacturers, He replied that he did. I said, “ What I 
mean is this: do you purchase directly from the persons whose 
bills we pay ?” He assured me that he did. I asked him if there 
was any third person between him and the dealers from whom 
he purchased. He said there was not. I asked him how he 
delivered his orders. He said he delivered them in person or sent 
them by mail, I asked him to state the date and amount of his 
last order. He said it was given about two weeks before, and 
was for five hundred reams of extra super-calendered paper. I. 
asked him how he delivered that order. He replied that he could 
not remember. These statements I knew to be positively untrue. 

I again called on the New York firm, and obtained a statement 
in writing, showing that during the preceding four years J. F. 
Porter had delivered to them fifty-one orders for paper, all of 
which were in the name of the Book Concern and signed by 8, 
J. Goodenough. These orders amounted in the aggregate to 
$174,985 24, and upon this amount Porter received a percentage. 
Being thus assured that Goodenough’s statements to me were false, 
I laid the facts before Dr. Carlton, and asked him to examine 
. them. Instead of doing so he indulged in severe criticisms upon 
the character of Porter, stating grave matters of which I had not 
previously heard, and which only increased my surprise that such 
a man should have been allowed to have the control of so large 
an interest of the house. At a subsequent interview between Dr, 
Carlton, myself, and Mr. Goodenough, Goodenough gave as a 
reason for his former statement that there was no third party, 
that he had thought Porter was a clerk of the New York firm. 
I replied that he could not have so thought, as he had known 
Porter for many years, and was at that time purchasing more 
paper from him, as an independent dealer, than from any other 
person. During this interview I had received a note from Boston, 
informing me that Porter controlled our purchases there, and I 
remarked to Goodenough that “I should not be surprised to tind 
that our business in Boston also was controlled by Porter.” 
Goodenough replied, “ That is ridiculous; *you will find no such 
thing.” I then read to him the note referred to, as follows, “ We 
pay Porter a commission, and can’t do business with the Book 
Concern in any other way,” and remarked, “ Here is a rebutter 
to your denial, strangely received during this conversation.” 
Goodenough was silent, and did not, as in the former case, plead 
that Porter was a clerk of the Boston house. After some demur 
by Dr. Carlton, Goodenough was finally allowed to present his 
resignation, to take effect in thirty days. I continued to pursue 


632 Journal of the General Conference. 1872. 


my investigations, and, in the prosecution of them, received the 
following letter from the house in Boston: 


Boston, August 17, 1869. 


Mr. J. LANAHAN: 

Dear Sir,—Yours of the 13th is received. In my letter of June 14th I stated 

that no orders were received from the Methodist Book Concern from July, 1867, 
. to July, 1868. I should have excepted the news paper, (333X46=56 ;) these 
orders came direct from the house. 

In reply to your inquiry: 

1. Early in July, 1867, Mr. Goodenough stated to me that an arrangement had 
been made by which he was to be relieved of the care which was pressing upon 
him, and was to have the assistance of Mr. J. F. Porter. That Mr. Porter was 
to purchase all the paper we might furnish the M. B. 0. We must arrange with 
Mr. Porter as to terms. 

2. Mr. Porter, having been so introduced, I treated with him as to prices, and, 
under the pressure of competition, fixed a very low figure as the price the paper 
must net me, not knowing what price he intended to charge the Book Concern. 
When the orders again came in the name of the house, but, as before, through Mr. 
Porter, my price remained the same, and the difference between my price and 
that paid by the Book Concern was given to Mr. Porter as commission. This was 
done as necessary to retain the business. Yours truly, —_ 


From this letter it appears that in July, 1867, the Boston house 
were informed by Goodenough that thereafter J. F. Porter was 
to purchase all the paper for the Book Concern, and that they 
must arrange with him as to terms; that they paid Porter a per- 
centage on all paper sold to the Concern; that they could not 
retain the business in any other way; that in July, 1868, orders 
again went to them in the name of the Book Concern, but, as be- 
fore, through Porter, who continued to receive a commission. 
This proves that my first inquiry of Goodenough (in July, 1868) 
led to an immediate change in the form of making the purchases, 
by Porter, and further demonstrates that this whole arrangement 
was a contrivance whereby the Book Concern was defrauded out 
of the amount received by Porter. 

But this is not all. The books show that Porter had been con- 
cerned in the purchase of paper for the house prior to 1864. This 
could only be done through the consent of Goodenough. From 
1864 to 1869 Porter sold to the Concern direct, and received a 
percentage upon purchases from other dealers to the amount of 
about $526,617 59. I do not say what were his profits and per- 
centage on this enormous sum; but from the specimens of exor- 
bitant prices charged by him which I shall furnish in another part 
of this statement, you can form a tolerably correct judgment. 

I need not argue here that this arrangement with Porter was 
improper, or try to prove that it was a breach of trust. The 
anxiety of Goodenough to conceal it, his contradictions, the testi- 
mony of the firms who were compelled to submit to it, sufficiently 
demonstrate its character. In point of fact, J. F. Porter enjoyed 
a monopoly of the purchase of paper for the Book Concern by a 
private arrangement with Goodenough. It is not unusual to pur- 
chase paper through brokers, but that is not the case before us, 
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The case is of one man, who was allowed to take possession of 
this part of the business. All this while the dealers, with a sin- 
gle and small exception, testify that they would have sold as 
cheaply to the Concern as to Porter. It would have been more 
than strange if they would not. It is well known that at the 
General Conference of 1868 Dr. Carlton gave as a reason why his 
associate, Dr. Porter, should not be re-elected, the fact that his 
son James had this monopoly of the purchase of the paper, to the 
damage of the Concern; and yet, after my election, Porter was 
allowed to enjoy this monopoly, as before, until I discovered the 
fraud and stopped it. 


Tur BInpERY. 


After Mr. Goodenough was dismissed, I reminded Dr. Carlton 
of the danger of conducting the business of the house so loosely, 
and expressed my fears of the condition of the Bindery, and urged 
him to examine that department, proposing to render him any 
service in my power; but my advice availed nothing. Mr. H. R. 
Hoffman was then, and had for years been, in charge. He did 
all the purchasing, received the stock for his department, and all 
bills on which his initials were written were paid by the cashier 
without auditing. I noticed several facts here which seemed to 
me to require explanation. I could find no account of the gold- 
sweepings; there was no regular account of the sales of paper 
shavings, waste paper, board and leather clippings, which ought 
to have yielded from $5,000 to $7,000 per year. I found bills for 
black velvet, purchased by Hoffman, at $16 and $17 per yard, 
respectively. I also found bills for colored velvets, at $6 and $7 
per yard, which are the usual prices paid for binder’s velvet. 
Upon inquiry I learned from Mr. Andrus, who had served as 
foreman under Hoffman eight or ten years, and from the work- 
men, that they had seen no books issued from our bindery in 
black velvet. I showed the bills to Dr. Carlton and to the clerks 
in the store, who said they had never seen the books of the house 
so bound. . ‘ 

I further learned from Mr. Andrus and from others that Mr. 
Hoffman was known to have sent large quantities of leather trom 
the Cpneern. Mr. Andrus specified one hundred and forty-one 
dozens of sheep-skins, which had been sent away the previous 
spring, about the month of March, 1869; also quantities of mo- 
rocco; also cotton goods which had been bought for the bindery. 

Dr. Carlton had informed me that Hoffman’s salary was $2,000, 
nothing being said of perquisites. Having subsequently learned 
that the books showed no account of gold-sweepings, I named the 
omission to Dr. Carlton, who replied that he should have told me 
that it had been arranged some years before with Hoffman that, in 
addition to his salary, he should have the gold-sweepings, amount- 
ing to $200 or $300 a year. I replied that they amounted to four 
or five times that sum. Hoffman is also entered on the wages- 
book as having drawn $200 per year in addition to the above 
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amounts of salary and perquisites. He averaged only from two to 
three hours a day in the bindery, and upon a nominal salary of 
$2,000 lived in a style of affluence. 

It is not necessary to pursue these details further, It is enough 
to say that I laid them before Dr. Carlton, and urged him to ex- 
amine them for himself, or to unite with me in the dismissal of 
Hoffman. He admonished me to be careful, as Hoffman was a 
desperate man; and subsequently said that he was employed by 
the year, and had six months to serve. Failing in all my efforts 
to get Dr. Carlton to examine my facts, or to consent to the dis- 
charge of Hoffman, I notified him that if Hoffman did not leave 
the house I would. Finally, in the month of August, 1869, Hoff- 
man presented his resignation, which was accepted. 


TRANSACTIONS OF THE Book CoMMITTEE. 


These, with many other facts, were laid before the Book Com- 
mittee at their annual meeting in November, 1869. My statements 
were fortified by the statements and letters of dealers and others. 
After a session of two weeks, the Committee unanimously adopted 
a report containing the following resolutions : 

“9. That though the Agents have bought paper and other mate- 
rial for the Printing Department mainly through paper dealers or 
middle-men, yet it does not appear by any facts before the Com- . 
mittee that the Concern has suffered any serious loss by such mode 
of making purchases. 

“3. That the investigation of the affairs and business of the 
Bindery has satisfied the Committee that there has been great 
mismanagement in this department, and that serious losses have 
occurred therein.” 

You will perceive that the Committee here admit a “loss” in the 
Printing Department, and “ great mismanagement” and “ serious 
loss” in the Bindery. Enough, therefore, was found by them to 
justify the investigation which I had made. What constitutes a 
serious loss in the Printing Department they do not define; it is 
sufficient to say that the paper alone purchased therein had avyer- 
aged for several years largely more than one hundred thousand 
dollars a year, and a very small percentage on this accruing to a 
middle-man would be a loss too serious to be tolerated. The Com- 
mittee do not, however, touch upon the scandalous wrong of giv- 
ing the entire control of the purchase of paper-to a single individual 
for his own advantage. It was evident during this meeting that 
my facts were very reluctantly received, even when supported by 
the clearest testimony. 

On the 12th of January, 1870, the Committee assembled again, 
professedly to investigate the case. In spite of my protest, the 
confidential attorney of the Book Concern, who had spoken and 
acted against me in public and in private, was invited to be present 
with the Committee, and was finally appointed to act with a Sub- 
Committee, whose duty it was to shape the course of the inves- 
tigation. Against this Messrs. Slicer and Pike entered a written 
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protest, saying well, among the rest, that the Book Committee 
“had in effect employed the counsel of the defense in the case be- 
‘fore the Committee to assist in conducting what is substantially 
the prosecution, which we apprehend will excite and alarm the 
Church and bring odium upon the Committee.” My own request 
for counsel was repeatedly denied, but at last granted on the con- 
dition that I should find a Methodist lawyer. This concession was 
not made, however, until some days after the attorney for the 
Concern had been brought in, and after the reading of the testi- 
mony taken at the former meeting of the Committee had been 
closed. Soon after the admission of the Committee’s lawyer, two 
questions were presented for consideration, in brief as follows: 
1. Are there any peculiarities in either of the Agents which unfit 
bim for his position? 2. Has either of the Agents done any thing 
to damage the Book Concern? As might be supposed, these pro- 
ceedings foreboded any thing else than an impartial consideration 
of the case. 

The Committee passed a resolution, forbidding any further ex- . 
amination by the Sub-Committee of the books and papers of the 
Concern bearing date prior to December, 1869. They also de- 
manded of me a pledge not to report these Book Concern affairs 
to the General Conference. I refused to give such pledge, where- 
upon they adopted the following extraordinary resolution : 

“ Whereas, Our Book Agents have not been under charges be- 
fore this Committee; and, whereas, they are not convicted of any 
wrong involving their official or moral character; therefore, 

“ Resolved, That, in the judgment of this Committee, it would 
be highly improper for them, or either of them, to go to the Gen- 
eral Conterence with a statement of this case, the Committee having 
carefully examined and decided the whole case.” (See Journal of 
Committee, February 9, 1870, p. 83.) 

My surprise at the passage of this resolution was only less than 
my unwillingness to comply with it. If it was not a resolution to 
smother the truth and keep the Church in ignorance of the wrongs 
done to her property and her honor, I fail to understand its 
meaning. 

Without assigning any reasons for the change, a majority of the 
Committee reversed the decision of the preceding November, and 
now denied the fact of losses and frauds in any department of the 
Concern. They say, “The testimony not only failed to establish 
the existence of traud, defalcation, or corruption, but likewise failed 
to establish the allegation of losses.” A minority of the Com- 
mittee (Messrs. Pike, Slicer, and Vernon) issued a report to the 
Annual Conferences, fortified by testimony, in which they declare 
their conviction of losses both in the Printing Department and the 
Bindery. (See Minority Report.) 


Turrp Mrrrine oF THE COMMITTEE. 


The Committee were yet ill at ease. In the May following they 
met again, Of this meeting I had no knowledge, save from private 
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rumor, until the members appeared, although their coming was 
known to the subordinates of the house. They came together un- 
heralded, and for what? None but the few who were in the secret 
could divine. It soon appeared that the object of their mysterious 
reassembling was the suspension of the Assistant Agent. Instead 
of there being a prosecution of the wrong-doers, who had enriched 
themselves at the expense of the honor and the property of the 
Church, I was to be held as the criminal, and from that hour until 
now have been so dealt with by the Book Committee. It turned 
out that they had been summoned to try certain charges against 
me; but I, the person most interested, had received no official 
notice of such charges. A pamphlet, purporting to contain charges, 
had come to me through the mail, anonymously, and without ex- 
planation, and I do not know to this day by whom it was sent. 
These charges were signed by seventeen persons outside of the 
Book Concern, three fourths of whom were entire strangers to me, 
and related to matters of which they could have no personal 
knowledge. One charge related to pledges alleged to have been 
given by me to the Book Committee, a thing with regard to which, 
whether true or false, the outside public could know nothing what- 
ever. The meeting ended, however, without action, the Committee 
issuing to the Church a paper in which they say that a bill of 
“grave charges” against me had been presented, but that, “find- 
ing themselves surrounded by many and great embarrassments,” 
they deemed it expedient to defer the consideration of them until 
their annual meeting in October. 

I was thus held up before the public for the space of five months 
e penis under grave imputations, and left without an opportunity 
of reply. 


Fourta Merrting oF THE Commirrer. 


The Committee met again in October, at Cincinnati, according 
to adjournment. They quickly entertained the charges, suspended 
me from office, and fixed January 12, 1871, as the time of trial. 
By special resolution I was permitted to examine the account 
books and papers of the Concern under the following provisions: 

“ Provided, That the books and papers shall not be removed 
from the building where they are ordinarily kept, and that the 
examination of them shall be made under the supervision of Mr, 
KE. Grant, the principal book-keeper of the Concern, or some other 
competent and responsible person who may be designated by Dr. 
Carlton to assist as above provided: and provided, further, that 
when Dr. Lanahan shall specify any books or papers which he may 
need for the purpose above specified, Dr. Carlton shall cause a 
record of them to be made, and proper receipts to be taken therefor. 

“TCopy| I. 8. Bryenam, 
“ Secretary of Book Committee.” 


As a General Conference officer, I had a clear right to examine 
the books and papers of the house without any supervision, espe- 
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cially without the supervision of a person in my employ. My name 
was still written on all bills and checks, and I was still an Agent, 
even though not exercising official functions. This was, however, 
but one specimen of the injustice with which I was treated. 


Firra MEEtinG oF THE ComMITTER. 


On the 12th of January, 1871, the Committee met. I was 
duly present with my counsel. Of the seventeen, four only ap- 
peared. A letter from one of the seventeen was presented with- 
drawing from the prosecution, confessing that he had been misled, 
and regretting that he had allowed his name to be used. Another 
one wrote me a letter, stating that he had no personal knowledge 
of the matters embraced in the charges. My counsel begged the 
Committee to send for all the prosecutors, and offered to prove 
from their own lips that at least four of them would have been as 
willing to sign a bill of charges against Dr. Carlton as against 
myself, and that several of them would declare that they had 
signed the charges without reading, and that they “had been 
made fools of.” The following is the language of the request. pre- 
sented by my counsel: “ Whereas, seventeen ministers and lay- 
men of the Methodist Episcopal Church have preferred charges 
against Dr. Lanahan, and four of them only have appeared to 
meet him; therefore the defense asks that a request be made upon 
the other thirteen to appear and submit to an examination as to 
what they know of the matters contained in the charges, and their 
motives for making them.” 

The Secretary of the Book Committee declared that he would 
resign before he would sign such an order, and the Chairman de- 
cided that he had no authority to send for them. This decision 
was sustained by the Committee. Here was, at the outset, a 
flagrant violation of the law of the Discipline, which requires 
accusers and accused to be brought face to face, a law which 
should be more strictly applied when it is presumable that charges 
have been devised by men who would divert attention from them- 
selves by prosecuting their prosecutor. The history of these 
charges is very brief; the material for them was secretly prepared 
in the Book Concern, and placed in the hands of a person who 
employed an attorney to put them into legal shape, if shape it might 
be called. Goodenough and others then hawked them about for 
signatures. é pee: : 

Immediately upon the opening of the investigation the Bishops 
presented a paper, stating that they could not be understood “as 
sharing in any sense, or to any extent, the responsibility of receiv- 
ing or entertaining charges against an editor or agent, prepared or 
presented as these were ;” that they could not act as “ concurrent 
authority in any investigation ” extending beyond the official con- 
duct of an editor or agent; that they could not act concurrently 
upon charges of slander preferred by third parties; and that they 
could not act upon charges of unfitness for office, unless the cause 
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of unfitness had arisen since the election of the officer by the Gen- 
eral Conference. At the end of a brief examination of witnesses 
the proceedings were suspended, and the Committee went into 
executive session. After several days of secret discussion, they 
adopted in my absence a paper, in which they say they “ deem it 
proper to discontinue any further investigation of the complaints 
against the Assistant Book Agent.” They appointed a Committee, 
who with Bishop Scott should employ accountants to examine 
“the business methods and arrangements of the Book Concern.” 
The approval of the selection of accountants was referred to Bishop 
Scott and Messrs. Fancher and Reynolds. Thus, for the first time 
in the history of these proceedings, the Committee admitted that 
there was presumably a case for examination, and provided for it 
by what appeared to be an impartial method. By formal vote of 
the Committee, the suspension was rescinded ; following this, the 
charges were withdrawn, and I was reinstated in office. My an- 
swer was then withdrawn; but this was not done upon any agree- — 
ment precedent to the withdrawal of the charges. Such was the — 
conclusion of this stage of the case. 

This elaborately constituted Commission accomplished nothing. 
It met for the first time in the latter part of February. After a 
session of about six days, during which one expert, Mr. J. Van 
Vleck, was appointed by a majority of its members, but rejected 
by my counsel, the Commission adjourned to March 29th, ensuing. 
Assembling again, they selected three experts, and reported them 
for approval by Bishop Scott. Bishop Scott had already taken 
part in their selection, and Judge Reynolds left with the Commis- 
sion in writing an approval, provided all three were confirmed. 
Mr. Fancher, the counsel for the prosecutors, declined to approve 
of more than one of the three; upon this the Commission ad- _ 
journed sine die. While in session this second time, it transpired 
that Mr. Elihu Grant, senior book-keeper of the Concern, had had 
the assurance to write a letter to Bishop Simpson, stating that 
there were many awkward entries in the books, which would 
speak badly for the house unless charitably dealt with. For this 
reason, and for another, he urged the Bishop to use his influence 
to secure the appointment of Mr. Van Vleck as examiner. It is 
needless to say that this proposition was indignantly spurned by 
Bishop Simpson, and that Grant’s letter, with a suitable reply, 
was transmitted to the Committee. 

Immediately upon the adjournment of the Commission, Dr. Carl- 
ton, on his own responsibility, apppointed three examiners— 
Messrs. Van Vleck, Callender, and Gunn. The instructions to 
these accountants directed them (1) To examine, thoroughly, from 
1852 to the present time; (2) To include in the examination the 
cash accounts, so as to trace all disbursements ; (3) To include the 
general accounts, so as to ascertain if any corrupt practices had 
obtained; (4) To embrace the business methods of the house. 
Two of these accountants have not acted; the third, Mr. J. A. Gunn, 
has been engaged until the present time, and has a full report 
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ready for your inspection. When I learned of these appointments 
by Dr. Carlton, I proposed to him that he should retain any two 
of the three, and that I would name one person to act with them. 
He, however, declined, saying that if I had made the proposition 
sooner he would gladly have accepted it. I then offered to add 
one to the three, so that the examination might be agreeable to 
both of us. This was also declined. 


Srxta Mrrtine or THE ComMItTreRr. 


On the 11th of January, 1870, I was sued for slander by S. J. 
Goodenough, with damages laid at $20,000, on matters growing 
out of these troubles. I have no question this suit had the same 
origin as the charges. June 14th, 1870, I told Dr. Carlton that I 
should wish soon to enter upon an examination of the books and 
accounts, in order to make preparation for the suit. He refused 
to allow ine access to them, asserting that the Book Committee 
had forbidden any further examination. In October of that year 
I applied again for the books, and was again refused. I applied 
soon after, and was for the third time refused. I then notified 
him that, if he persisted in his refusal, I would have to apply to 
court. During the pendency of my trial in January, 1871, I ap- 
plied, first through my accountant, and then through my counsel, 
Judge Reynolds, for the check-books, tank-books, and vouchers, 
and was refused still again. Jl inding, after this, that the suit was 
advancing to trial, and that I must prepare for it properly, I ap- 
plied once more to Dr. Carlton, only, however, to be again re- 
fused; whereupon I requested my counsel to apply to the court 
for an order, authorizing me to make an examination of said books 
and papers. Dr. Cariton immediately summoned the Book Com- 
mittee, and on the 25th of May they assembled once more. I in- 
formed the Committee that I only wished to obtain access to the 
books, and that, if they would grant it, I would gladly withdraw 
my application to the court for an order. To this they made no 
reply, and, after a brief deliberation, suspended me on Dr. Carl- 

*¢on’s complaint. June 15th was the date fixed for my trial, and 
‘on that day I was present with my counsel. 

It will be observed that the complaint of Dr. Carlton closed 
with these words: 

“In view of the foregoing facts, and a great number of others, 
which have been brought to your notice during the last two years, 
it remains for you, in your wisdom, as the supervisors of the 
Methodist Book Concern, to take such action as, under the cir- 
cumstances, you may judge will best promote the interests of the 
Church and the Book Concern.” 

In harmony with this general allegation, which contains the main 
issue in the controversy, to wit, the condition and administration 
of the Concern, my counsel begged to be permitted to plead to 
that issue as well as to the special one. This the Committee 
strangely refused to allow. Bishop Janes declares, in his opinion 
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to the Committee, “When I read this passage (that is, of the 
complaint) I supposed that all of the issues of the past two years 
were to be examined.” They were not, and thus the Committee 
again evinced their unwillingness to allow me to prove mismanage- 
ment and fraud. At the close of a protracted trial I was removed 
by a-majority vote. Bishop Janes concurred with the Committee, 
and Bishop Ames non-concurred. I was, consequently, by the 
action of the Discipline, restored to my position. Bishop Janes, 
however, in his carefully prepared decision, fuily confirmed all I 
had asserted of the necessity of a thorough examination of the con- 
dition of the house. I beg here to cite his weighty words, as I 
regard them of great value to my case: 

“The management of the Book Room having become a subject 
of inquiry and criticism, the question of its integrity can be settled 
only by a most thorough, competent, and impartial examination. 
Nothing short of this will satisty the Church ; nothing short of 
this ought to satisfy the Church; nothing short of this need sat- 
isfy the Church, for it will certainly be had. No human power 
can prevent it. It may be embarrassed and delayed, but cannot 
be stopped. The longer it is delayed the more thorough it will 
be. An examination that would have been satisfactory six months 
ago, would not be satisfactory to-day. Books and book-keeping, 
buying, selling, printing, binding—all the modes and methods of 
business—must be inquired into and reported upon. It is because 
the Church sees this examination to. be inevitable that she is 
calmly waiting for its results, and because she sees it to be inevi- 
table she will continue calmly to wait until it comes.” 

For Bishop Janes’s cordial expression of his confidence in my 
integrity, as a man and a minister—not only in the past, but even 
at the moment when he was acting officially upon the question of 
my removal—l desire to thank him. Having known me for more 
than a quarter of a century, I conceive that he could say no less. 
I of course differ with him in the estimate of the act for which I 
was arraigned, and to which I felt myself compelled. His decision, 
as he contessed, was made with wavering and hesitancy up to the 
last moment of deliberation. Iam, however, indebted to Bishops 
Ames for the opportunity I now enjoy of standing here as your 
official representative, and giving an account of my stew- 
ardship. 

In reviewing this long history; you cannot but be struck with 
the varied changes of my position. Beginning as a prosecutor of 
mismanagement and fraud, I tound myself betore long treated as a 
presumptive criminal. I was not even credited with an honest, if 
mistaken, purpose to discover the truth, but was arraigned as an 
enemy of the Book Concern and a slanderer of its reputation. In- 
stead of trying the guilty parties, the Book Committee made haste 
to ty me. I may say with truth that the majority of the Com- 
mittee, so far from dealing with me as impartial judges, labored to 
convict me. ‘he one thing uppermost in their proceedings was 
how to get me out of the way. ‘The fact thata respectable minor- 
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ity of their own number adhered to the conviction that I had 
brought to light important trnth should at least have made them 
cautious. The whole country has been scandalized by the persist- 
ent efforts made by the parties whom I had exposed to drag me 
down and ruinme. These efforts would never have been ventured, 
but for the confidence felt that the Committee would lend a will- 
ing ear to any and every charge preferred against me. That I 
have passed through these trials as I have seems almost a miracle 
to myself. T'wice I have been suspended, and once removed from 
office. I have been made the object of unsparing attack in the 
paper of which I am publisher, and have been refused all access to 
it for explanation or defense, while its columns have been opened 
to assaults upon me. My Conference has been maligned, when it 
has done no more than declare its confidence in my integrity, and 
call for an examination of the affairs of the Church’s publishing 
house by a commission of laymen skilled in business. I have 
waited through these years, in confident expectation that I would 
receive justice from you. To you I now make my appeal. If the 
truth be not in me, I deserve to be sacrificed. But if I have 
spoken the truth—if I have contended for righteousness—then I 
beg you, Fathers and Brethren, to declare the fact to the world. 
Nothing less than this will suffice; more than. this I do not ask. 

Efforts will be made to bring side issues before you, with the. 
view of preventing a direct aud speedy examination of the main 
questions, mismanagement and fraud. You may be overwhelmed 
with documents, and then assured that it will be impossible for 
you in the time of your session to examine them. 


STATEMENTS AND PROoF. 


In order to give you the material in my hands with all possible 
clearness, I have arranged it in the following series of statements, 
appending proofs to each one: 

SratemeEnt I. That James F. Porter was allowed the control of 
the purchasing of paper for the Book Concern, to his own per- 
sonal profit and the detriment of the Concern. 

I give, as proofs that Porter controlled the business, letters of 
the houses from which purchases were made. (See letter marked 
1 on page 18 of this report.) 

I present also, as further proof, the statements of these houses, 
showing the amount of purchases and percentages realized by 
Porter. (See order-books kept by Goodenough, and tabular state- 
ments marked 2 and 3 accompanying this report, giving date 
and number of order, amount paid by Porter, and amount paid by 
Book Concern to Porter.) These statements make the profits 
from July, 1867, to July, 1868, $9,942 52. To this must be 
added his profits on nearly $10,000 of paper which I have not 
been able to trace. I add, also, the letters of these houses, in 
which they say that they would have sold as cheaply to the Book 
Concern as to Porter. i 
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Boston, October 20, 1869. 
JouNn Lanawan, D.D., New York: 

My Dear Sir: You ask in yours of yesterday, ‘‘ Whether from July, 1867, to 
July, 1868, I would, under the same circumstances, have sold paper to the Meth- 
odist Book Concern at the same price I sold to Mr. J. F. Porter if the Agents of 
gaid Book Concern, or their employé, had applied to me in person?” 

I reply, I know no reason why, under the same circumstances, I should not 
have sold paper as low to the Methodist Book Concern as to Mr. Porter. 





pear ty 


The following is an extract of a letter of Mr. , dated Bos- 


ton, December 22, 1869: _ 





The letter to which Mr. Goodenough refers is probably the one written by me 
in which I said that, under the same cireumstauces, I would have sold as low to 
the Book Concern direct as to Mr. Porter. By this I meant that I had no motive 
for making low prices to Mr. Porter that would not have existed had the Agents 
of the Book Concern applied to me direct. — 





New York, January 25, 1870. 
Rev. Dr. JoHN LANAHAN: 

Dzar Sir: In reply to your inquiry whether we should have furnished the 
Methodist Book Concern the paper sold to Mr. Porter, and upon the same terms, 
we have to say we should most certainly have done so. 

Yours truly, 3 —_ —. 


: New Yor, November 10, 1869. 
Dear Str: We would say, in answer to your inquiry as to whether we would 
have sold the Methodist Book Concern the paper which we did through Mr. Por- 
ter, bringing us the orders, at the price, allowing the Methodist Book Concern the 
discount which we paid to Mr. Porter, had those orders come to us direct instead of 
through Mr. Porter, we would have allowed the one cent a pound to your Society, 
as we donow. The demand of Mr. Porter for 24 per cent. addition, which we 
finally allowed and paid to him, we did under protest, feeling that it was the only 
way that we could keep along with the business, knowing that the time wouid 
come when we could break up the infamous system, and ourselves and others 
couid get righted, and do our business with your Society as we had formerly 
done before Mr. Porter came upon the field of action, and in the same manner as 
we did our business with other large customers. —_ —. 
Rev. JOHN LANAHAN. 


SrateMENtT 2, That the fact of Porter’s purchasing in this way 
was known to Dr. Carlton, and at the last General Conference as- 
signed by him as a reason why his colleague should not be re- 
elected, and that, nevertheless, Porter continued to control these 
purchases until stopped by me. 

I give as proofs the affidavit of an Editor of this city, in which 
he says Dr. Carlton told him “the reason that Dr. Porter was not 
returned by the General Conference was, that his son had been 
employed as a middle-man in the purchase of paper for the Con- 
cern.” (See paper marked 4.) I can add also the testimony of 
several gentlemen, one of whom is a member of the Conference. 

SrareMeEnt 3. That J. F. Porter was an unfit person to be in- 
trusted with any such business, or to hold any relation to the 
house. 

I give as proof of this paper marked 5. 

Statement 4, That S. J. Goodenough assigned as a reason for 
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giving this business to Porter that he must be “relieved of the 
care that was pressing upon him,” whereas Goodenough was dur- 
ing these years giving time and attention to outside speculations 
of great magnitude and variety. 

I cite as proof of Goodenough’s assertion the letter from Bos- 
ton, dated August 17, 1867, as given on page 5 of this state 
ment. 

I present, as an account of the “care that was pressing upon 
him,” the charter of the Crown Petroleum Company of New York 
and Canada, March 19, 1865. Capital stock, $150,000. TT. Carl- 
ton, President; H. R. Hoffman, Vice-President; S. J. Goode- 
nough, Secretary and Treasurer. The cashier, book-keeper, clerk 
in charge of the store, and other employés of the Concern were 
directors in this company. The meetings were held in the Book 
Concern buildings during the business hours of the day. I pre- 
sent also the minute-book of the proceedings, which shows that 
the senior Agent, the superintendents of the Bindery and Printing 
Departments, and the book-keeper were appointed committees to 
go to Canada to attend to the interests of this company. I pre- 
sent also the charter of the Ridgewood Petroleum Company, loca- 
ted in Pennsylvania; capital stock, $500,000 ; of which Goode- 
nough was the corporator, with Dr. Carlton and H. R. Hoffman. 
Grant, the book-keeper, was likewise in this company. Also of 
the Crescent Petroleum Company of New York and Canada, of 
date June 27, 1865; capital stock, $1,200,000; of which Goode- 
nough was “ Chairman of the Working Committee,” and in the 
service of which he traveled abroad to Canada and other places. 
If further proof is needed of the “duties that were pressing upon 
him,” I can add sundry other speculations which occupied his 
time. (See papers marked 6.) 

SraremMENT 5. That as soon as Porter’s monopoly was broken 
up, and the paper was bought direct by myself, the saving on the 
average issue of the “ Christian Advocate ” was $34 72 per week, 
or $1,805 44 for the year. On a single issue of the “Sunday- 
School Advocate ” the saving was $45 73. On the “Good News,” 
$21 73. On the “Missionary Advocate,” $58 70. For all of 
these periodicals, except the last mentioned, the same quality of 

aper was purchased from the same manufacturers, without there 
Bone any fluctuation in the market prices. 

I give as proof of the above a statement from the order-books 
of the Printing Department. (See paper marked 7.) 

Porter’s profits were much larger on book and writing papers 
than on news papers, in some cases amounting to four, five, and as 
much as seven cents per pound. When it is taken into considera-: 
tion that we had fifteen presses almost constantly running, the 
paper for which was purchased at such greatly reduced prices, 
you can form a general estimate of what was the saving on all the 
publications of the house. 

SratemMENt 6. That the Bindery Department has been defrauded 
of large amounts in the single item of leather, and that the proba- 
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ble loss from this source is not less than $25,000 in the last twenty 
months of Hoffman’s administration. 

I present the amount of leather on hand December 1, 1867, as 
per inventory, namely, one thousand one hundred and eleven 
dozens of skins. There were purchased from that date to August 
1, 1869, the time of Hoffman’s dismissal from the Concern, 
twenty-six hundred and forty-two dozens, as will appear from the 
copies of the bills herewith annexed. The aggregate is, therefore, 
thirty-seven hundred and fifty-three dozens. From this total de- 
duct the number of skins necessary to bind the books turned out 
during the period, as per estimates herewith presented, and there will 
be twenty-four hundred and eighty-one dozens to be accounted for. 
Of this last amount, there were on hand September 1, 1869, but 
seven hundred and fifty-one dozens. 

I have had estimates made by three master-binders of this city 
(each acting without the knowledge of the others) of the amount 
of leather necessary for binding the leather-bound books which 
came from the bindery from December 1, 1867, to August, 1869, 
giving them the patterns from which we cut, the number of books 
to each pattern, and sample sizes of the skins we used. Their 
estimates all agree in leaving more than seventeen hundred dozens 
of skins, purchased as above stated, and costing over $25,000, 
unaccounted for, These estimates, which are in detail, are here- 
with presented. (See, for all these facts, pape s marked 8.) 

STATEMENT 7. That one hundred and foriy-one dozens of sheep- 
skins were sent from the Concern by Hoiiiman on or about March 
31, 1869. These skins were never re‘urned, nor did the Book 
Concern receive any credit for them from tue party to whom they 
were sent. Hoffman told in regard to Uiese sikins three entirely 
different stories. The first, that he had sent inem to Newark to 
be shaved, and that they were sent iack at d fte-ent times. He 
next told the Sub-Committee that they wee saved for nothing, 
Finally he told the Book Committee tnat he had exchanged them 
for other leather. 

The proof of this statement is very direct. The skins were 
counted by Hoffinan’s foreman and porter, both of whom are still 
in the employ of the Book Concern. ‘he porter was sent by 
Hoffman to Mercer-street, to say to the leather dealer, “Send 
fr that leather immediately.” In the absence of Mr. , the 
proprietor, his book-keeper and salesman sent for and received 
the leather. The same day one hundred and twenty dozens of 
this lot of skins were sold to a respectable publishing house in 
this city. 

I append the letter of the book-keeper and salesman above men- 
tioned, which is clear as to the above facts; also a statement from 
the publishing house referred to, showing the fact of the purchase 
of the one hundred and twenty dozens of skins on the 31st of 
March, 1869. (See paper marked 9.) 

STATEMENT 8. That large quantities of morocco and other ma- 
terial belonging to the Concern were sent away and sold by Hoff 
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man, for which the Concern received no credit. Bills were made 
out by Hoffman in his own name, and he received and receipted 
for the money. 

I give as proof the statement of Mr. J——. I give also the let- 
ter of Mr. T. L. L , a leather dealer of this city, and also Hoff- 
man’s receipts. (See papers marked 10.) 

STATEMENT 9. That the superintendent of the Bindery, contrary 
to all sound business principles, was allowed the gold-sweepings 
for as years prior to his removal, amounting to more than $1,800 
yearly. 

I present as proof (1) the statement of the amount of gold-leaf 
purchased by the Concern from one dealer alone in six years, 
(from 1863 to 1868 inclusive,) the total amount in value of which 
was $48,516 65. 

I present (2) a statement of the percentage of gold contained 
in the sweepings of the last two years under the present admin- 
istration, which amounts to twenty-three per cent. of the whole. 
There is reason to believe that this is about the usual percentage. 
We would then have as the average yearly cost of the gold- 
leaf in the years named, $8,086; and Hoffman’s perquisites 
from the sweepings would be $1,859 each year. (See papers 
marked 11.) 

SraTeMENT 10, That Hoffman was dishonest in paying wages 
due in the Bindery. 1. He drew from+the cashier, and enter- 
ed on the wages-book as paid, more money than he paid out. 
2. He kept on the pay-roll the names of persons not at the 
time in the employ of the house. 

I present as proof (1) the statement from the book kept by the 
foreman of the folding-room, showing the amount of wages due, 
upon the face of the bills of the persons employed, and showing 
also the sums entered on Hoffman’s wages-book as paid to the 
Same persons at the same date. The difference is visible in an 
instant. I present (2) a statement of the amount paid to sundry 
persons named on the pay-roll after they had been marked off the 
book of the foreman of the folding-room. I present (3) the 
statement of Elijah Myers, who is still in the employ of the house. 
(See papers marked 12.) 

SraTeMENT 11. That in the year 1868 Hoffman used $43,202 06 
of stock in turning out $90,961 78 of work. In the two years 
1870 and 1871 the present superintendent of the Bindery has used 
$42,546 15 of stock in turning out $170,186 18 of work. 

I give as proof (1) transcripts from the books of the Concern, 
showing the amount of money paid in all these years for stock for 
the Bindery, and (2) tabular statements, showing the number, 
sizes, and styles of books bound during the two periods. In the 
years 1870 and 1871, 339,682 more books were bound than in 
1868. Yet less stock was used in the two years than Hoffman 
consumed in one year. During these years there was no very ma- 
terial change in the price of stock, as you will see from the state- 
ments of dealers here appended. (See papers marked 13.) 
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SratemMEnT 12. That the bindery inventories and account-books 
contain false entries, as will appear from the following items : 

Item 1. To the bindery inventory of sheet-stock for January, 
1856, is added $12,000 in the lump, in these words and figures, 
“ Add twelve per cent. on $100,000, for increased cost of printing, 
$12,000 ;” whereas the whole amount of sheet-stock, or printed 
matter, for that year, as per inventory, was only $80,063 24. 
This arbitrary addition was not, however, carried into the ledger, 
as in the succeeding years. 

In 1857 the prices or valuation of sheet-stock was largely in- 
creased in detail in the inventory, notwithstanding which “ twelve 
per cent. on $100,000, for increased cost of printing,” is again 
added; whereas the actual amount of sheet-stock, as shown by the 
inventory, was only $86,923 56. 

The same amount, $12,000, is added to each of the inventories 
for 1858 and 1859, “for increased cost of printing ;” whereas the 
actual amount of sheet-stock in the inventory of 1858 was but 
$84,354 69, and the amount in that of 1859 was only $70,969 79. 
Thus, in these three years, twelve per cent. is added on $57,748 96 
worth of sheet-stock more than the Concern possessed, or than 
was shown by the inventories. (See transcript from inventories, 
marked 14.) 

Item 2. In the bindery store account-book of 1857 to 1862, in- 
clusive, which contains*a record of work turned out in that de- 
partment, the footings of one year are carried into the footings of 
the succeeding year in numerous instances, and thus counted 
twice. (See pp. 2, 28, 49, 116, 237, 276, 282, 300, 304, 332, 342, 
410, of bindery store account-book. 

Item 3. In the same book, although the work turned out in 
1862 is entered in detail, aggregating several thousand items, no 
extensions or footings of the cost, or price of the work, are made 
for six months of the year, so that the value of the work turned 
out in that year can only be guessed at. I refer to this as proof 
positive of the most criminal neglect, or as collateral evidence 
of fraud. To fully appreciate this, the book need only be seen. 
I have had the extensions carried out, and the footings made, as 
far as it was possible, and the showing of work turned out for 
that year was only $40,379 07, while the same book shows that in 
the succeeding year (1863) the work turned out was $177,681 86. 
Yet this year’s work (1863) is entered in the ledger of the office 
$185,421 59, a difference of $7,733 98. 

The inventory of the Bindery for November 80, 1864, is entered 
in the ledger as $161,641 08, and upon that basis a profit is shown 
of $18,908 39, The inventory itself (which is the original record 
from which the entry in the ledger should have been made) shows 
the amount to be $138,478 19. The entry in the ledger is a false 
entry. Had the correct amount ($138,478 19) been entered in the 
ledger, it would have shown a loss in the bindery account for that 
year of $4,254 50. The manifest object of the false entry in the 
ledger was to conceal this loss of $4,254 50, and to force an ap- 
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parent profit of $18,908 39. (See the inventories and transcripts 
of ledger, marked 15.) 

Liem 4. The bindery store account-book shows in the final foot- 
ings of the work turned out for 1865, $117,547 55, to which is ap- 
pended the following note: “Add twenty-five per cent. on 
$117,547 55 for increased cost of labor,” etc., thus arbitrarily 
increasing the amount of work for that year to $147,909 94. The 
stock is paid for when purchased, the cost of labor is paid every 
two weeks, and both are included in the price charged for bind- 
ing. The price charged for binding is twenty-five per cent. in 
addition to the actual cost, so that a loss in the Bindery is impos- 
sible. The evident object of this addition of $29,382 39 was to 
force an apparent profit of $7,024 12, and to conceal a loss of 
$24,358 27. (See bindery store account-book.) 

Item 5. The bindery store account-book shows that the amount 
of work turned out in the year 1866 was $147,073 03. From this 
amount twelve and one half per cent., making ‘$18,384 12, is 
deducted. But while this sum is deducted from the amount of 
work turned out in the Bindery, $12,808 36 is added to the bind- 
ery inventory for “increased cost of material and labor,” and 
$6,900 are added to the two inventories of bound books in the 
store “for increased cost of labor and materials,’ making an 
aggregate addition of $19,708 36. This deduction and these addi- 
tions are wholly arbitrary, and must have been made to conceal 
legitimate results. 

Item 6. In the bindery store account-book, before the final foot- 
ings for the year 1868 were made up, the following item was 
appended : ‘‘ Binding, December 1, 1867, $13,540 52.” With this 
addition, the showing of work turned out in 1868 is $90,961 78. 
By referring to the account of work turned out in 1867, it appears 
that the $138,540 52 was actually included in the work for that 
year ; thus it was counted twice. (See bindery store account-book.) 

SraTEMENT 13. That after Hoffman’s removal no record or 
invoice or receipt-book for the Bindery was found to show that 
goods purchased were received. I cite this as presumptive evi- 
dence of fraud. 

I give as proof Hoffman’s own admission to the Sub-Committee 
of which Rev. J. Pike was chairman. (See testimony taken before 
Sub-Committee, page 5.) The amount of merchandise purchased 
for the Bindery from 1868 to 1869, inclusive, averaged about 
$78,000 yearly. (See transcript of bindery account marked 16.) 
To properly keep the bindery account without an invoice-book 
was impossible. There is evidence that Hoffman was seen to 
destroy an account-book and vouchers a few days before he left 
the house. (Witness will appear in person.) 

SrateMEnT 14. That the exhibits of the assets furnished by the 
Agents to the Annual Conferences, as compared with the capital 
stock account in the ledger, are false. 

I furnish as proof a tabular comparison of the exhibits made to the 
Annual Conferences, with the ledger entries during several years. 
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According to the printed exhibits, January 1, 1862, the capital 
stock of the Concern was $519,738 61. According to the ledger 
of that date the capital was $595,815 49, a difference of $76,076 88. 

According to the printed exhibit of January 1, 1863, the capital 
stock was $552,119 55. According to the ledger it was $551,998 55, 
a difference of $121. 

According to the printed exhibit of December, 1864, the capital 
stock was $604,909 20. According to the ledger it was $631,063 96, 
a difference of $26,154 76. 

Similar differences in other years might be cited. (See exhibits 
and copy of capital stock account marked 17.) 

SraTemMENT 15. That the amount of profits reported in the ex- 
hibits to the Annual Conferences as added to the capital stock of 
the Concern is untrue. 

I furnish as proof a tabular comparison of amounts reported to 
the Annual Conferences, and the amounts found on ledger entries. 

According to the printed exhibit of December 1, 1864, the 
amount added to the capital stock was $19,323 03. According to 
the ledger, the amount added to the capital stock for 1864 was 
$32,565 44; a difference of $13,242 41. 

According to the printed exhibit of December 1, 1866, the 
amount added to capital stock was $2,827 87. The ledger shows 
that not only this amount was not carried to capital stock, but that 
there was an actual loss in the business of the year of $708 86, and 
that at the same time the assets were reduced $54,372 11 for cor- 
rection of errors. No explanation appears in the books as to what 
these errors were. 

According to the printed exhibit of November 1, 1867, $35,212 28 
was added to capital stock. According to the ledger, $58,889 48 
was added, showing a difference of $23,677 20. But this year the 
$54,372 11, which had been charged off as a loss in 1866, was 
brought forward and entered as a profit in 1867, and of course in- 
cluded in the amount carried to capital stock. Other examples 
might be cited. (See exhibits, copy of capital and stock account, 
and of profit and loss account, marked 18. 

STATEMENT 16, That from the year 1863 to 1868 inclusive, while 
the Concern had heavy cash balances, more money was paid than 
was received for interest. Moreover, there is an extraordinary 
discrepancy between the average balances as shown by the cash- 
books for three years and the books of the Shoe and Leather Bank. 

I give as proof (1) tables of the cash balances as shown by the 
cash-books of the Concern and the books of the bank; (2) a table 
of the excess of interest paid out over interest received during these 
years. 

AVERAGE CASH BALANCES, AS PER CASH BOOKS. 


LOEB is eMac da pete HACE Ue cores ee, ee ee $17,088 43 
1864 5.00h 4 Se. Bate ee eee ee ee Bee 20,697 00 
1865... 05 3 Eee Sr RS A tek es ee 12, 210 16GuEE 
LSGG. Lawes peek pay achaek Cade oe ee eee 13,605 12 
1867 ao Te ee ae 72,916 03 


USEOBs)- Ris. Tetateiavere wus oie theleiets late aietatols Mtl tale aioe eee eee 87,397 94 
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AVERAGE CASH BALANCES IN BANK, AS PER STATEMENT OF A. V. STOUT, 
PRESIDENT SHOE AND LEATHER BANK. 


TREES Re SS SPEER SE NEA RAS Coe aM eS eae $23,800 00 
“Te el, A ANS a ei ed i apa AS 28,400 00 
TCE meserer eae is apd aah iy Sth a ahaa Neen eau Sil 19,500 00 
LEGG ss ete e cia epieieve el hac ids ciay ae 27,100 00 
Tees See i A rn SAIN: 5 Sie an rae 8 26,400 00 
Tie rere tae baited ian Padistih Nad sapiovia RR EAH 51,100 00 


As will be seen by the above, the cash balances in bank appear 
to have been much larger than the balances shown by the cash- 
book. For 1867 and 1868, the balances in bank were very much 
less. From the account-books, it appears that, notwithstanding 
these large balances, during these years the Concern paid in inter- 
est, over and above interest received, as follows: 


See Se We a Ren os ee ea ne oe a $811 26 
i. BS tik ae Lael ieee Pane Foe db hic 294 12 
ORE Cee cer On Sree nee renee eon 583 73 
eG PPPP En oe or, enc decdi nee etree ye = 2,218 40 
Oi ipasy iy sat ate ase aia piece seam g 1,710 60 
see eae, ios eae eee A RR, 1,314 04 

$6,932 15 


SrarEMENT 17. That for four years, from 1863 to 1866, errors 
in the Depository accounts were allowed to accumulate to the 
amount of $76,528 31, and were finally charged off arbitrarily as 
a loss. 

I give as proof a transcript from Cash-book Z, folio 26, Novem- 
ber 30, 1866, as follows: 





Boston Depository, profit and loss. ..........c sees eeeeees $45,812 05 
Buffalo Me ae Sep aiet anata sr cteteastaiciereboieliacercite's 22,419 69 
Pittsburgh ‘ us Ue ahooneeaG Loon oe 8,296 57 

$76,528 31 


“Brror in Depository monthly sales during the years 1863, 1864, 1865, 1866. 
These amounts charged to profit and loss by order of Agents.” 


I append the following letter to Messrs. Carlton & Porter, from 
the Ayent of the Depository at Boston, as furnishing a practical 
illustration of the confusion which marks the accounts of the Con- 


cern with the Depositories : 
Boston, Feb. 1, 1867. 


DEAR BRETHREN: Herewith I send statement of stock account for four years, in 
comparison with your statement sent to me: 


1863, December 31.—Merchandise to date, I allow more, $376 20. 


Conference collections, $1,011 03, is a mistake. The cash was re- 
mitted for them, and not counted at all in my charge of remittances 


of Depository. 
Buffalo Depository, $1,500. all wrong; no such charge should be made 


to Boston Depository. 
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Cr. 
owallow mecash more than Licharge: si. cleo «cisterns elsleletelsietetelel tee $65 20 
You allow me for books sent to New York. ..........02 02 cc ee eeees 93 75 
Whereas it should be $609 19. 
ou do not. credit books’ to, editors... <<)..9.. «+c. sie oie) yb oi eisieient eet 46 79 
You do not credit cash for freight on Repository.............222.05 171 60 
You do credit for freight on Cincinnati books..........0......e0005 12 43 
1864.—Merchandise received you charge $41 more than I received. 
Periodicals, I allow $2,075 04 more than you charge. 
Collections, I paid all separately; no charge to be made. 
Cr. 
isenticash more rthansall owed tre sc eceteinlererivretsiei= efevele feretelersveteta evens $255 53 
issentabooks moreithansallo weds. pie ck ices tersiai ore tole) o.e/ew wy atets lee terete te 268 10 
Tsent, books sto.editors mot credited i. ticcie2% culew sre Siecle alee eee 35 50 
Freight on Cincinnati books not credited. ............ ee eeee eee eeess 36 22 
1865.—You charged for books received from New York more than I 
TOCOL VICE ied fests Stay haitelevkeh vei avaig bole Ret Tey: Raley sue cial enero een $2,688 06 
You do not charge any periodicals. J acknowledge................ 13,805 71 
Nouscharge: tor ColleCtions\s.ina.c4.0 asic sacar snemieiene vide sfiae senelere 405 67 
PACKMOWIEU GS. a Asistevsre creates eusiegs sieves tier tiesocegetelePuUNdere vs, diere laseveeienene 909 28 
: Cr. 
You"ereditime cash more than I sent y.... 2... cs. 0. see ecicle vieletie vere $576 59 


(This grows out of collections, I presume.) 

You credit books sent to New York $178 98 less than I sent. 
Won did not credit. booksito editors’. s.ciciepsierem aieis ily ciel sereiamisve eee 45 58 
1866.—You charge me books sent $4,250 more than I received; which 

is what I credit for Repository from Cincinnati, which you do not 

charge. 
Then you charge me Poe & Hitchcock’s account, which is the same 

thing over again. 
Collections at Conference should be...... sdaooacegood aioieiettopedorenetene 1,331 00 
HGS TEAC OLA Mit csci oftione! spiclelvia steteisieiscet: iccoteiecerat ate nateteatei ert pela cenetsretete 1,965 19 


Or. 


You credit me cash $976 70 more than I sent on Depository account. 
I sent books $26 88 more than credited. 
Freight on Cincinnati books not credited..............0eseeeseeees $40 71 


SraTEMENT 18. That a false entry appears on the books of the 
Concern, charging the banking-house of Brown Brothers & Co., 
of this city, with $20,900, in the manner following, to wit: 


Brown Brotuers & Co. TO CARLTON & PORTER: 





Decemberz9; USEING CASik << :arve e.ccels eee /te eietepene tet arees bate Bictracr: $15,400 
JUL Ves by SCY VONCAS Waretacreieiars «Ciel siass odcue lo eivid eevee eieeere te Orroroo 3,000 
October:2171 862,40 cash a. 2s. onic stoic. oereieeersre einer eee ere 2,500 
$20,900 
December'3'l, 1862 by cash susee see te tiekicc Meee eee $292 14 
January 1, 1863, by profit and loss............. Hidmacaada 20,607 86—20,900 


I give, as a proof that this is a false entry, (1) the admission of Dr. 
Carlton that this money was loaned to the Missionary Society of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, which was the real debtor; 
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when the money was paid to Brown Brothers & Co., they had 
given an equivalent in letters of credit issued by them for the use 
of the Southern Missionary Society. I give as proof (2) the report 
of the Book Concern made to you at your present session, which 
says, on page 3, in the account of earnings, “ Also the amount 
realized as above from the Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, for moneys paid during the late civil 
war on drafts drawn on letters of credit, which had been indorsed 
by the Agents in 1860 for the support of their mission in China, 
charged to profit and loss, $35,215 02.” This is another confession 
who the real debtor was, and that the above entry is false. I 
give as proof (8) of the misleading character of this entry, that the 
name of the real debtor does not appear anywhere on the books of 
the house. The loss was put upon parties who did not owe the 
Concern a single dollar. I add also (4) the fact that notes had 
been given for said indebtedness by the real debtor, the Southern 
Missionary Society, but such notes were not entered upon the 
books, nor did it appear therefrom that any notes had been given 
on account of such indebtedness; and that $1,300 had been paid 
on one of said notes, but no entry of such payment was made on 
the books, nor was the money so collected accounted for on the 
books of the Concern. 

The fact that this loan had been made, and that it had been 
charged off as a loss, was never revealed by Carlton & Porter to 
the Book Committees nor to the General Conference, though two 
sessions of the latter body had been held after January 1, 1863, 
the date of the entry. The first information of it given to the 
constituted authorities of the Church was by myself to the present 
Book Committee. 

STATEMENT 19. That while the sales at New York have been 
steadily on the increase, with one exception, the profits, as reported 
in the exhibits of the Annual Conferences, have been steadily and 
strangely decreasing, although there have been no changes in the 
price of our publications. (See paper marked 19.) 

SratEMENT 20. That the periodical account, upon examination, 
will be found to have been kept in such a manner as to create a 
wrong impression of the condition of the business, and in such a 
way that almost any interpretation can be placed upon it. 

The account shows the following gains in the years as specified: 


Tr ESOT eras Aclee One BUR RE ee pare tes $85,973 56 
MANGE Oe tel posit dent Rede aga nhainet rs Ss 80,959 10 
Lo NY ES x ear RE A IRE A 29,522 44 
21 Haein Pt eimeade Hinecee ee Eae a ar EN 31,527 03 
LOG CVN AEE 1 ine ane AC TULEY Meas Le ety 17,933 84 
PALS Oe. cascade tee ERA UI arhcgan siasssre uals 55,025 04 


Tri GGAN pa eer hid OE i ee ae eee ate a ih rey $6,584 82 
LETT BOR egeehiuan fe Le Na AGO che cerare te she Cc dee tien 12,037 38 
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The subscription list and the advertising business of the periodi- 
cals during these years show a marked uniformity. No good rea- 
son can be given for such variations. If the book-keeping were cor- 
rect and honest they would not appear. (See paper marked 20.) 


CorROBORATIVE TESTIMONY OF THE Two EXAMINERS. 


I find myself in the above statements largely corroborated by 
Mr. J. P. Kilbreth, the examiner appointed in June, 1871, by the 
Book Committee; and Mr. J. A. Gunn, the accountant selected by 
Dr. Carlton, without my suggestion or interposition. Mr. Kil- 
breth was the choice of the Book Committee solely, Mr. Gunn of 
Dr. Carlton solely. These gentlemen have pursued their investi- 
gations independently of each other. The former has devoted © 
himself to the irregularities and mismanagement of the Printing 
Department and the Bindery, the latter to the books of account. 
Both are of high professional standing. Mr. Kilbreth, while show- 
ing, in my judgment, a bias which makes him almost an apologist 
for the parties involved, says : 


Mr. Goodenough very naturally favored him, (P.,) and from a desire to please 
his father. His father, from very natural impulses, felt a desire to bestow upon 
his son, but in an unjustifiable way, the business benefits of his position. J. F. 
Porter himself was sufficiently acute to take in all the features of the case at a 
glance, and make haste to improve his opportunities. None will deny that he 
did this effectually. 

None can deny that the peculiar connection of Mr. Porter with the paper pur- 
chases of the Book Concern gave rise to damaging suspicions and dangerous in- 
fluences. It was a wrong to put and keep him in the place he occupied. 


He further says: 


Tn the Bindery a bad administration prevailed under Mr. Hoffman, especially in 
the last several years of his superintendency; and although it has been in this 
case, as it almost always is in such cases, difficult to establish frauds by direct 
or legal proofs, yet they undoubtedly existed, and the Concern suffered thereby. 
The actual losses suffered by the Concern, in the only department where frauds 
are found, the Bindery, do not, according to my best judgment, exceed the ex- 
penses already incurred in investigating them. 


If Mr. Kilbreth means by an amount equal to the expenses of 
this investigation, all the cost of the many sessions of the Book 
Committee held since my first disclosures, and the cost of exam- 
inations by experts, he will have to put the losses at a very high 
figure, but a much lower one than my facts demonstrate. Had 
he been engaged for more than three years, as I have been, in this 
search, his conclusions would have corresponded more nearly with 
my own, As it is, his testimony is valuable. 

I now cite from the report of Mr. Gunn, to which I have had 
access, through the courtesy of the minority of the Book Com- 
mittee. 

As to the application of the system of book-keeping practiced 
by the Concern, Mr. Gunn says he finds, 
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That the methods of application are not such as are approved by experience, 
and in accordance with universal usage. The subsidiary books, upon which should 
be found the original record of facts and details pertaining to the transactions 
which appear in skeleton upon the ledger, are unusual in form, correct, and not 
adapted to the purposes for which they are intended. The vouchers are not so 
arranged as to be readily accessible, and there is no proper cash account upon the 
ledger—that is, none from which can be ascertained the amount of cash received 
and the amount disbursed within any given period. 

The record of details is obscure and meager. The subsidiary books afford, in 
most cases, very little, and in many no information whatever concerning the origin 
and incidental history of important accounts and entries, so that it is simply im- 
possible to understand such accounts and entries without protracted and elabo- 
rate investigation, which frequently would need to be supplemented by informa- 
tion from one personally familiar with such details. 

It is certainly true that, in case of the absence of both the book-keeper and his 
assistant, it would not be possible for one not otherwise advised to gather from 
the books such knowledge of the accounts before him as would render him com- 
petent to make a reliable statement of the real condition of the Concern—not be- 
cause of peculiarities of the business, but only because he would find no record 
of facts which would elucidate the entries upon the ledger. 

Frequent alterations and changes have rendered the books untrustworthy and 
unintelligible, because there is no explanation of such alterations. 

The correctness of the books has been tested by trial-balance only once a 
year. Hrror then disclosed has been allowed to remain without discovery, and, 
consequently, the books have not proved in nearly twenty years. 

There is a singular lack of uniformity in the manner of keeping some of the 
accounts, changes being made so frequently, and without explanation or notice 
upon the books, that the account is rendered unintelligible. 

Many entries are made in phraseology not known to double entry, which either 
obscures or fails to make apparent the transaction recorded. 

Accounts have been closed to profit and loss without proper adjustment, and 
without intelligible explanation. 


As to the allegation of fraud, Mr. Gunn reports that such is the 
extent of the business, and of the period to be examined, 


That it is simply impossible to reach an absolute conclusion in regard to this 
allegation without patient and careful scrutiny, not only of these accounts, but 
also of the original records, vouchers, etc. Such an examination cannot, in con- 
sequence of the defective and anomalous character of the books, (as above indi- 
cated,) be made either rapidly or in the use of the customary methods, and there- 
fore I have not yet had opportunity to give attention to either the alleged fraudu- 
lent purchase of materials for the Bindery and Printing Office, or the alleged 
diversion of the property of the Concern to private uses. 

While, however, I may not, at this stage of the investigation, speak decisively 
as to the charge of fraud in the administration of the affairs of the Concern, truth 
constrains me to say that there are indisputable facts, both circumstantial and 
positive, which must convince any impartial mind that there have been, in some 
of the departments of the Concern, grave irregularities, affording unusual oppor- 
tunities for fraud, the significance of which can be determined only when the in- 


vestigation is complete. 


For saying what these two gentlemen have said I have been 
twice suspended, once removed from office, and my conduct and 
character held up to reproach. I have simply endeavored to dis- 
charge my duty: you, Fathers and Brethren, will discharge yours 
in my complete vindication. ae 

A paper, called “A Supplement to the Christian Advocate,” 
was issued March 17, 1870, in which my facts were attempted to 
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be traversed. I estimate that one hundred thousand copies of it 
were circulated through the Church. I had designed to give it 
some consideration in this report, but its conclusions have been so 
entirely confuted by the reports of the two examiners above cited 
that I deem it unworthy of further attention. When my results 
have been essentially confirmed by experts not of my own choos- 
ing, I need not tarry to dispose of the special pleading of a par- 
tisan. . 
I respectfully ask that this subject be referred to a Special Com- 

mittee. The Standing Committee on the Book Concern is bur- 
dened with many matters; a Special Committee can give this 
undivided attention. The questions raised are in fit shape for 
speedy solution. The Church asks that by a speedy solution they 
may be set forever at rest. Joun LanavANn. 


46 .—Journal, page 293. 


RESPONSE OF THE AGENT TO THE REPORT OF THE ASSIST- 
ANT AGENT. 


To Tar GENERAL CoNFERENCE OF THE Meruopisr EPiscopan 
CHURCH, NOW ASSEMBLED IN THE City oF Brookityn, New 
Yor«. 

Dear Farurers anpD BRETHREN: Twenty years has the under- 
signed served the Church, by your suffrages, in the responsible 
position of Book Agent. Five times the General Conference has 
elected him to this position, thus expressing its confidence in his 
ability and integrity in this high office. For all this he is pro- 
foundly grateful. But the days of undisturbed confidence, of 
peace and prosperity, have passed. A document, presented and 
read before this body a few days since, from the Assistant Agent, 
Rey. John Lanahan, D.D., elected to such place four years ago, 
being so personal and injurious to the reputation of the under- 
signed, he is compelled to make a personal defense. This neces- 
sity deeply humiliates him, while, at the same time, he is proudly 
sustained by the consciousness of his integrity, and by an abun- 
dance of incontrovertible facts. 

The document entitled “Report of J. Lanahan, Assistant Book 
Agent at New York, to the General Conference, May 1, 1872,” is 
a printed pamphlet of thirty-five pages. You all have a copy, or, 
may have one, and thus will be able to verify our analysis and reply, 
which shall be as brief as the nature of the case will permit. ; 

Tn order to facilitate this inquiry, and make our reply perfectly 
intelligible, and our justification complete, we will follow the ar- 
rangement of the pamphlet reviewed. 


/ 
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Tue Printing DEPARTMENT. 


The effort in this part of the report (from the first to the sixth 
page, and also “Statement 5” on page 20) is to convict 8. J. 
Goodenough of collusion with J. F. Porter to defraud the 
Book Concern in the purchase of paper. The case is presented 
in the pamphlet with all the zest of novelty, notwithstanding 
. it had been iterated and reiterated by the complainant, and 
examined and re-examined by your legally-constituted Com- 
mittee and by experts and accountants over and over again, 
and by them pronounced destitute of a single particle of evi- 
dence to sustain it; and now what at first was a groundless 
suspicion has grown into a wicked slander of an honest and true 
man, and one, too, who gave thirty-five years of faithful service 
—all the energy of his young manhood—to the Book Concern 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. No one is better acquainted 
with the thorough refutation of this accusation against Mr. Good- 
enough than Dr. Lanahan. For the disposal of all these charges 
against Mr. Goodenough we refer you to the report of your 
Book Committee and to the report of Mr. Kilbreth, both of 
which are in the possession of this Conference. (See Book 
Committee’s Report, pp. 50-57.) It is implied, in the rehearsal 
of these charges, that the undersigned was guilty, as the head of 
the house, in permitting such transactions. He never permitted 
them, because of the simple fact that they never existed, except 
in the feverish dreams of the Assistant Agent. The writer was 
aware of the purchase of paper through Mr. Porter as broker, and 
he was aware of the liability of suspicion on the part of suspi- 
cious persons and business rivals. He consulted with Mr. Good- 
enough, the superintendent of the department, in regard to it, 
and was assured by him that he purchased through Mr. Porter 
because he thus obtained paper cheaper than he could in any 
other way. He believed him, and the books show his statement 
to be true; and the increased cost of the paper since, purchased 
by Dr. Lanahan, also shows it. Thus we dismiss this portion of 
the report of the Assistant Agent. 


Tur BINDERY. 


This is the second division, occupying from the sixth to the 
eighth page of the pamphlet. What we have said of the novelty (?) 
of the matter of the Printing Department is equally true of this. 
At first the charges made against this department were few in 
number, but they have been multiplied by repetition until some 
persons suppose they are legion. 

In reply to the charge of the non-use of black velvet, 
we answer, that although some of the workmen may have said 
they had “seen no books issued from our Bindery ” so bound, cop- 
ies were afterward produced that were so bound—some of which, 
. we doubt not, Dr. Lanahan has seen; at least the salesmen have 
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distinct recollection of some books being thus bound. Of this 
matter Mr. Kilbreth says (p. 59 of Book Commiitee’s report): “I 
consider the testimony favorable to Mr. Hoffman. Certainly 
nothing is proven, and the explanations are of an exculpatoyy 
character.” 

The allegations concerning gold sweepings, the leather clippings, 
the sheep-skins, the morocco in the junk shop, and Hoffman’s 
wages book, all and each have been examined by your Committee 
and accountant and decided upon, and all the force given them that 
they could bear. The conclusions are before you in their reports, 
to which we refer. 

Dr. Lanahan charges the Agent with unwillingness to examine 
into his (Dr. L.’s) statements against Hoffman, and a determination 
not to dismiss said Hoffman, So far from this being the case, the 
Agent expressly said to Dr. L. that he would render him whatever 
assistance he could in ferreting out any abuses, and join with him 
in punishing their perpetrators. As the alleged abuses were in 
the manufacturing department, which by long usage had been 
placed under the immediate supervision of the Assistant Agent, it 
seemed proper that the latter should have the special direction of 
such investigation. 


TRANSACTIONS OF THE Book ComMITTER. 


This is the third general division of Dr. Lanahan’s report, and 
extends from page 8 to page 17. It would be a work of superero- 
gation in me to attempt any defense or explanation in behalf of 
the Book Committee. They have spoken for themselves in the 
official report already made to you. But I may be permitted to 
say, that during my official term we have never had a more labo- 
rious and painstaking Book Committee than the present; and in 
my judgment there has never been a report from such Committee 
presented to the General Conference more thorough, more able, 
more independent, or of more importance to the Church, than the 
present quadrennial Report. There are, however, a few points in 
this department of Dr. Lanahan’s Report which may need a 
passing remark from me. 7 

1, The mandamus case. Dr. Lanahan affirms repeatedly 
the refusal of the undersigned to permit him to examine the books 
and accounts as the cause of his appeal to the courts. This is in- 
correct. I never refused him permission to examine, in their 
proper place, any or all of the books and papers of the house; I 
only required that the books should not be taken from the office 
where they were in use. The Court, after a full hearing of the 
case, in a decision denying the writ of mandamus, said: 

“'The relator, in my opinion, has failed to show such a refusal on 
the part of the respondent to permit him to examine the books 
and papers mentioned as to entitle him to the writ. JI am of the 
opinion that the relator’s difficulty has been, that he claimed the 
right to have private control of them, to remove them from their . 
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accustomed places, and that this claim has been properly resisted 
by the respondent for reasons which will be stated hereafter. 
If the relator has a right to the examination sought, it must be 
made in the building and places where the books and papers are 
ordinarily kept, and not elsewhere; and such examination should 
be had under checks and safeguards such as were provided by the 
Book Committee in their resolution of October, 1870. But with 
such an examination the relator is not satisfied. Such an exam- 
ination he declines to make.” 

To this we add the opinion of Bishop Janes; and this we do 
more gladly because of the eulogy passed upon the Bishop by 
Dr. Lanahan, and whose weighty words he cites (page 16) as 
confirmatory of his charges. Bishop Janes says, after reviewing 
the case, “ I cannot, therefore, see the necessity for this legal pro- 
cedure.” Justified, therefore, in this particular, by both the civil 
and ecclesiastical authority, all that the Assistant Agent would 
make out of this charge amounts to nothing ; therefore we make 
no further reply to it. 

2. Historical truth requires a correction of the following state- 
ment on page 13 of the pamphlet. It says: 

“This elaborately constituted commission [the Committee to ap- 
point experts to examine the books of account] accomplished noth- 
ing. It met for the first time in the latter part of February. After 
a session of about six days, during which one expert, Mr. J. Van 
Vleck, was appointed by a majority of its members, but rejected 
by my counsel, the commission adjourned to March 29th, ensu- 
ing. Assembling again, they selected three experts, and reported 
them for approval by Bishop Scott. Bishop Scott had already 
taken part in their selection, and Judge Reynolds left with the 
commission in writing an approval, provided all three were con- 
firmed. Mr. Fancher, the counsel for the prosecutors, declined 
to approve of more than one of the three; upon this the com- 
mission adjourned sine die.” 

This statement is incorrect. The facts are, that at the former 
mecting of the Sub-Committee they and Bishop Scott selected 
and unanimously approved J. Van Vleck chief accountant. 
Bishop Scott then approved of the selection in writing. Mr. 
Fancher also approved of the selection in writing, but Judge 
Reynolds disapproved, and the Sub-Committee adjourned because 
of his non-concurrence. At the adjourned meeting the Sub- 
Committee unanimously selected from the names before them 
James P. Kilbreth as chief accountant. Bishop Scott was ready 
to approve him, and so was Mr. Fancher. Two of the Committee 
voted to nominate two others as assistant accountants. Judge 
Reynolds would not approve of the gentleman selected as chief 
unless the two proposed assistants were also selected and approved 
with such chief accountant. He made this an indispensable con- 
dition. For these two as assistant accountants only two of the 
Sub-Committee had voted. The condition imposed by Judge 

42: 
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Reynolds (to vote for the whole three in a body) was very 
properly declined by Mr. Fancher. 

After Mr. Fancher had stated his reasons for not acceding to 
the condition proposed by Judge Reynolds, the Sub-Committee, 
with Bishop Scott, again met on the next day. They then again 
unanimously made choice of Mr. James P. Kilbreth as chief ac- 
countant. When this action was had it was telegraphed by 
Bishop Scott to Judge Reynolds and to Mr, Fancher, with the 
question, “Do you approve or disapprove” of such selection ? 
Judge Reynolds disapproved unless the two other nominees 
should be added. Mr. Fancher approved the selection of said 
Kilbreth as chief accountant, and sent to the Bishop and Sub- 
Committee his approval in writing. But because of the disap- 
proval of Judge Reynolds the Sub-Committee again adjourned, 
this time sine die—Bishop Scott having ruled that no appoint- 
ment of an accountant could be made unless approved by both 
lawyers. 

The last thing, therefore, before this Commission was the con- 
sent of Judge Fancher and the refusal of Judge Reynolds. The 
latter would consent to no appointment unless a certain three were 
appointed. The force in his favor that Dr. Lanahan would give 
to this circumstance fails when the whole truth is told. 

In connection with this statement, immediately following it, 
we regret that Dr. Lanahan very unnecessarily goes out of his 
way to stab the character of the chief book-keeper of the Con- 
cern, because he had written a friendly and confidential letter to 
Bishop Simpson. Mr. Grant, in his own defense, insists that the 
letter itself be produced and given to the public. 

Perhaps there is no other point in this Department that we need 
notice. As before said, the able report of the Book Committee is 
a complete vindication of their whole course. Let Dr. Lanahan’s 
report in regard to their doings be read as the text, and the Com- 
mittee’s report as the commentary, and there will be no difficulty 
in arriving at the truth. 

The statements and proof herein given have been thoroughly 
examined by the Book Committee and Mr. J. P. Kilbreth, and to 
their reports we cheerfully refer. The only exception is the state- 
ment concerning certain private speculations. The animus of this 
statement is manifest. The evident design is, so to group together 
the names of Carlton, Hoffman, Goodenough, and Grant, as to make 
them odious before this General Conference, and by insinuation 
charge them with neglecting their duties in the Book Concern for 
outside speculations. This insinuation is as baseless as it is base, 
and when a charge is made against the undersigned of neglect of 
official duties he will be prepared to meet it. 


MiscELLANEOUS ALLEGATIONS. 


I now proceed to answer Dr. Lanahan’s allegations concerning 
the general business accounts of the Book Concern. 
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“STATEMENTS 14 and 15.”—The charges are of discrepancy be- 
tween the added capital stock reported in the exhibits, and the bal- 


ance in the ledger. 


ANSWER. 


The discrepancies of two of the years named in his state- 
ment require special reference. First, that of 1866. The ledger 
shows a loss, after paying $27,444 12 for Bishops’ salaries, etc., 
in the business of that year caused by charging out to profit and 
loss account a large amount of doubtful debts which it became 
apparent might not be collected, and which, therefore, ought not 
‘any longer to be counted among the assets of the Concern. The 
Agents preferred to show a loss rather than to reckon what was 
not certainly good, and thereby show a gain. But “according to 
the printed exhibit of that year $2,827 87 was added to capital 
stock.” The explanation is, that inadvertently an item of $4,627 43 
was included ¢wice in the assets, otherwise the exhibit also would 
have shown a loss. The error was discovered too late for correc- 
tion in the exhibit, but a note was made in the balance book at 
the time of discovery, where it may now be seen. The addition of 
fifteen per centum, or $19,708 36 in the aggregate, was made . 
only to a certain class of merchandise, and this addition did not 
bring it above its actual value. ‘ 

Second, as to the inventory of 1867, the item of $54,372 11, 
which “was deducted from capital ‘for correction of errors,’” did 
not enter into the account of profits that year, (1867,) for the same 
amount was deducted from the inventory. The supposed error 
was brought, to the notice of the Agents by the present book-keeper, 
and after discussion was corrected as above. In 1868 Dr. Lanahan 
was apprised of all the facts in this case by the present accountant. 

I give as a further answer to “Srarement 14” his items placed 
in juxtaposition with the figures from the Books and Exhibits of 
the Concern, which I will be pleased to show to any member of 
this General Conference, or of its Committee: 


[From Dr. Lanahan’s Pamphlet, p. 26.] [From Exhibits and Books.] 
According to the printed ex- _ sanvary 1, 1862. 
hibits, Jan’y 1, 1862, the Eichibrtes tena eset $461,964 95 
capital stock of the Con- Wed Pon cosa cuersisit als _ 632,17 5 79 
COIN WAS... -e seer eeoes $519,738 61 A difference of. . . $170,210 84 


According to the ledger of 


that date the capital stock [of which difference $112,437 18 was 


595,815 49 caused by a reduction in the value of 





pect ae be LeLfiedianc $76,076 88 88 real estate and merchandise. ] 
Sienetomiakstets ; 

According ,to the printed ex- __ FanvaRy 1, 1863. 
hibit of Jan’y 1, 1863, the Baxhibit <0. -36.0 $496,968 14 
capital stock was....... $552,119 55 PrOQGOr i occ cece cise 551,998 55 

‘According to the’ledger it A difference of... $56,030 41 
WAST CVelathetem gistevatokons es 551,998 55 


A difference of......... $121 00 
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According to the printed ex- Decempmr, 1964. 
hibit of December, 1864, Exhibit. 0. 60 <0 cos $547,117 94 
the capital stock was. ..$604,909 20 Hed peri. cc:sapateeieeers 663,629 40 
According to the ledger it A difference of. ..$116,511 46 
Vike o comodo S600 631,063 96 Kae 
K differcnce of $26,154 76 6.154 16 [owing in part to reduction in value 
seavaeley Sense ; 


of merchandise. } 


Similar differences in other 
years might be cited. See 
exhibits and copy of cap- 
ital stock account marked 


(17) 


To enable the reader fully to comprehend the seeming incon- 
gruities, it will be necessary to state that it has, during the entire 
eriod of the existence of the Book Concern, both here and at the 
est, been the practice in the “exhibits” to the Conferences to 
deduct a certain sum from the debts due the Concern (consisting 
of accounts and notes) “for probable losses.” It is not the purpose 
here either to defend or to condemn this practice, a practice which 
has the sanction of the successive Book Committees and of the 
General Conference, and of preceding Book Agents, some of whom 
have been elevated to the Episcopal office, but simply to state a 
fact which furnishes an easy solution of an apparent inconsistency. 
In the very nature of the case the “ exhibits,” having an important 
item discounted so heavily, cannot agree with the ledger. These 
reports. are not supposed to be in exact harmony therewith for 
the reason stated. Bearing in mind this important fact, the dis- 
crepancies which are so laboriously brought to view are readily 
and satisfactorily explained. Mr. Kilbreth, (see Book Committee’s 
Report, p. 46,) in reviewing an unfavorable criticism by Dr. Lana- 
han’s experts of this identical subject, though in a different year, 
sustains the correctness of our books in the following language : 


These gentlemen should really have seen through this without explanation, but 
a word’ from the book-keeper would have made it plain in a moment. The differ- 
ence between $82,279 82, discounted from the debts due the Concern in the Ex- 
hibit of 1867, and $79,481 54 in 1868, accounts exactly tor the difference between 
$56,244 74 and $53,446 46, therefore the “ foot-note” above criticised is right. 


“SraTemMenr 16,” The assertion is made that a.diserepancy exists 
between the average balances in the Cash-books and the books of 
the bank. The explanation is this: 


ANSWER. 


The discrepancies between the cash balances as per books of 
the house and the balances in bank are perfectly legitimate, and 
grow out of the nature of the business. All cash received, for 
whatever purpose, goes with the common fund, and the surplus, 
above what is needed for daily use, is deposited in the bank to the 
credit of the house. Books are kept with the Tract and Sunday- 
School Societies, and until recently with the Missionary Society, in 
which are entered daily such sums as belong to them respectively. 
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At the end of the month the aggregate of such receipts is duly en- 
tered and passed to its proper place in the ledger. In addition to 
this, in the case of the Missionary Society, the Treasurer either re- 
ceives or gives a check for the adjustment of the monthly balance. 

The result of the preceding facts will be to show a larger com- 
parative cash balance in bank when the Missionary Society has a 
surplus, and, on the other hand, to show a smaller balance in the 
bank when the Missionary Society is a borrower. During the first 
four years of the period quoted by Dr. Lunahan the Missionary 
Society showed a large surplus for most of the time, but was a 
borrower during a part of the next two years. An examination 
of the particular records in each case will furnish the most 
satisfactory explanation. 
- As to the allegation concerning interest the answer is easy. (1.) A 
respectable balance in bank must always be kept as an equivalent 
for benefits received in the way of collections and discounts. This 
balance earns no interest. (2.) We had not recovered from the 
depletion of the Concern caysed by paying the large amount 
awarded the Church South in its suit against us, and were owing 
for some money borrowed on that account. (3.) During the war 
we were compelled to borrow money from time to time to enable 
us to conduct the business. 

I now present a statement showing the indebtedness of the Con- 
cern on notes for the six years named by Dr. Lanahan: 


1863 the Concern owed on Motes. 6... ..cevdse se ce seen cece aeane $16,999 79 
1864 a Me ALRNet ATE SARIS Lay Tag 81,748 57 
1865 # Bs Aide AARON GA OOOCO DEAR Lh Ses uO 89,401 19 
1866 ts Suites Leioipcale binkthe Richie abate oO iataNd etecc ets (e 82,273 44 
1867 ot GO AS Hrs aes Gs SIS Co oR Digs Sacer a 34,945: 00 
1868 a EPA eA Lah Ae a RUEASY, cht, Re Ue, 12,843 00 
Average fOr SIX VeaTS. -. 5 er om wre scene nye reds Walecles sie oe tle uote « 53,035 16 
Mersin LOL IX VALS. /o cgie circle sleurslese Siete 's sbisclbia se ows otelet kw rolere 22,274.76 


The management which kept the excess of interest down to 
$6,375 31, being only a fraction over two per cent. per annum, 
(instead of $6,932 15, as Dr. Lanahan erroneously quotes,) is 
cheerfully submitted to the attention of any persons interested. 

“SrarEMENT 17” charges errors in the depository accounts to 
the amount of $76,528 31. The explanation is this: 

It will be remembered that in 1862, as a result of the examina- 
tion made by the Book Committee and Mr. Van Vleck, it was 
determined to change the mode of keeping the accounts with the 
Depositories, and instead of charging the books, as formerly, we 
opened a “consignment” account, requiring them to report their 
monthly sales, which sales were charged to them. The several 
Depositories purchased the works of other publishers, and paid for 
them in our books. In the monthly reports these books so dis- 
posed of were included in the “sales” and charged to the Depos- 
itories, as also were the books which they received in exchange, 
when sold, thereby making the report of sales in all such transac- 
tions double what it should have been. 
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At the close of the financial year 1866 it was found that the 
sums thus inaccurately charged to the Depositories, from their own 
reports, amounted to the sum quoted by Dr. Lanahan, (see page 
28,) and to make the correction it was charged to profit and loss, the 
only proper method of procedure in such a case. 

Dr. Lanahan next makes the following 


ALLEGATION. 


“J append the following letter to Messrs. Carlton & Porter, from 
the Agent of the Depository at Boston, as furnishing a practical 
illustration of the confusion which marks the accounts of the Con- 
cern with the Depositories:” 

[The improper publication of this letter by Dr. Lanahan ren- 
ders it necessary to insert (as is done in brackets) the explan- 
atory notes furnished by Rev. E. Grant, chief book-keeper of the 
Book Concern. For convenience of reference tigures have been 
inserted, as below. ] . 
: Boston, February 1, 1867. 

Duar BRETHREN: Herewith I send statement of Stock Account for four years, 
in comparison with your statement sent to me. 


1863. 


December 31—Merchandise to date, I allow more, $376 29. (1) 

Conference collections $1,011 03 is a mistake. The cash was remitted for them, 
and not counted at all in my charge of remittances of Depository. (2) 

Buffalo Depository, $1,500, all wrong; no such charge should be made to 
Boston Depository. (3) 


You allow me cash more than I charge..........0.eeeeceeccerees $65 20 (4) 
You allow for hooks sent to New York 6. 00sec cg n cece cn ce cnies 93 715 
Whereas it should be $609 19. bo 
You do not credit books to editors... .........cceeer ee cesc crocs 46 79 
You do not credit cash for freight on “ Repository ”....0.......e06 171 60 6 
You do not credit for freight on Cincinnati books...............4.. 12 43 (6) 


[ (1) This simply shows, that the entry clerk omitted to charge 
the amount. For this omission the book-keeper was not responsible. 

(2) We debit the collections and credit the cash, hence there can 
be no “ mistake” here. 

(3) “Buffalo Depository $1,500,” 7s not “all wrong.” In- 
advertently, you had been credited that amount from Buffalo. The 
debit entry was simply to rectify the mistake. 

(4) No doubt to offset a debit which you do not take cog- 
nizance of. 

(5) In such cases the book-keeper credits from original invoices. 
These not being furnished, the credits would not be made. 

(6) We do credit exactly your figures, $184 03.] 


1864. 


Merchandise received you charge $41 more than I received. Periodicals, I 
allow $2,075 04 more than you charge. (1) 
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Collections, I paid all separately: no charge to be made. af l 2 
Wsent) cash more thanialloweda-t joc. te «aeisassiec encanta cee $255 53 J (2) 
iesentimooks more than allowed’ stl. css ..csetdelss os cclsee vas mene 268 10 3 
desent books to, editors not credited... .j..c..s-5.s-0c sec scene 35 50 (3) 
Freight on Cincinnati books not credited ..............eccce cece 36 22 (4) 


[ (1) Periodicals charged, $8,587 96, and $2,075 04 carried into 
account for 1865, exactly harmonizing with your figures. 
(2) Our books show the collections charged and cash credited. 
(3) In the absence of invoices the book-keeper could not know 
of the credit due you. 
; (4) Our books show freight credited exactly as you have it, 
$36 29.) 


1865. 
You charged for books received from New York more than I 
MOCO ee treater ene tela: wiagein ar ehetsinas cfaeysrerefecie sarteiciecsimes eile ere ayt ose $2,688 06 (1) 
You do not charge any periodicals. I acknowledge............ 13,805 71 (2) 
Niouncharoostor: collectionsi.4s J.-tietossis ac eae ie cee closet ae 405 67 
ia benl Og Fe yerare oes set) cat cla avenalcbstnisis alotastersyoins srersce clo sisis: socket 909 2b 
‘iow credit; me. cash more than: ] gent 405s. sie secs Cele 576 59 


(This grows out of collections, I presume.) 
You credit books sent to New York $178 98 less than I sent. (4) 
Mourdo mot credit: books toeditors.y ccs cocle ce ss Onde cece esawns 45 58 


1) Not so. You acknowledge $38,724 49; we charge 

$35,513 37; diff Baaliia: ta : 

5,5 ; ditlerence : 

(2) Another mistake of the Boston Depository. We charge 
Periodicals, $13,854 84; you “acknowledge” $13,805 71. 

(3) Collections charged and cash credited. But in this case 
there was an overlapping of a part of another year. 

(4) Not credited for lack of invoices. | 


1866. 
You charge me books sent $4,250 more than I received; which is what I credit 


for “ Repository ” from Cincinnati, which you do not charge. (1) 
Then you charge me Poe & Hitchcock’s account, which is the same thing over 


again. (2) 
Collections at Conference should be ......... 22sec ceeeecees $1,331 00 
HpIS Cea MmOleatpassaterececiana aye te a, shenersia stash susie stssena shereve aisle cicatacassobave 1,965 19 (3) 


You credit me cash $976 70 more than I sent on Depository 
account. 
I sent books $26 88 more than credited. (4) 
Freight on Cincinnati books not credited. .......... 22 cece eee 40 71 (5) 


[(1) You mistake on “books.” Our debit is $49,492 69, 
exactly what you acknowledge in annual report. The $4,250 we 
debit you for Repository, which is correct according to report of 

- Boston Depository on file in our office. 

(2) ’Zis not “the same thing over again,” but the Repository 
-account from January to July, the former being from July to 
December. It is right as we have it. 
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(3) Boston Depository mistaken again, according to your own » 


showing. tie 
4) Not credited for lack of invoice, 
ci Our books show freight duly and truly credited. ] 


My figures I believe to be correct. I have gone over the originals, and find all 
my yearly accounts correct as rendered in, except last year ; then I failed to credit 
collections, $1,331. 

On examination of your periodical account rendered for 1863, I find that you 
included in it $7,485 belonging to 1862, and so acknowledged by me; at any rate, 
it don’t belong to 1863 in making up this statement. 

I credit you in my statement for the periodicals received in each year. 

(Signed,) J. P. MAGEE. 


In further explanation I append also the following extracts 
from a letter from Brother Magee: 


New York, June 21, 1871. 


To THE Book COMMITTEE OF THE M. E. CHURCH: 

Dear BretHren: Having had my name used in a pamphlet prepared by 
Dr. Lanahan, designed to show discrepancies or errors in the keeping of accounts 
in the Book Concern, I offer the following as an explanation of the letter in ques- 
tion. It was only a small part of a correspondence between the Agents and 
myself, just previous to the General Conference of 1868, on the general question 
of the status and business of the Depository at Boston. The other Depositories, 
as I understood, were examined at the same time. 

In this correspondence the whole question of the nature of our business and its 
relations to the outside book trade was freely discussed, as also the relative 
value of the Depository to the Book Concern as a selling agency. 

I never had (so far as I can remember) a reply to the part of my letter which is 
published, except a verbal statement from Dr. Porter that all had been satisfacto- 
rily adjusted. 

In November, 1869, when Brother Pike was on his way to the second annual 
meeting of the Book Committee in New York, he asked me if I had any informa- 
tiou to give him with reference to the business of the Depository. Having in my 
mind the discussion of the whole subject in the correspondence referred to I 
showed it to him, and at his request gave him a copy of that part of it referring 
to the general character of the business. We had some conversation about the 
other part of the letter, but no copy was given. 

When he arrrived at New York he did not find my letters on file, and requested 
me to send a copy of the part referred to. He being a member of the Book Com- 
mittee I did not hesitate to comply with his request. There was no injunction of 
secrecy, and yet there was no expectation of the paper being used as it has been, 
as it does not sufficiently explain itself without the accompanying correspondence, 
especially previous to that letter. 

When Brother Pike was at the meeting of the Book Committee he presented 
the paper since published, as I have only recently learned, but did not know then, 
and it was retained with the other papers presented to the Committee at that 
time. Soon after the Committee adjourned Dr. Lanahan asked for a copy. No 
reason was given why he wanted it; but being one of the Agents I deemed it 
proper to send him a copy of the same given to Brother Pike. Soon after that I 
was in New York consulting with the Agents in reference to our new store in 
Boston. As the discussion about the irregularities in the Concern had at that. 
time assumed a very different phase, I called the attention of Dr, Lanalan to the 
letter which was in his hands, and made some explanation of the cireumstances 
attending its original preparation, and he replied that he only wished it for his 
own Satisfaction, and not to be used in any way publicly, and assured me that no 
one else should see ever it. 
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Thave had no interviews or correspondence with Drs. Lanahan or Carlton at 
any time with reference to the subjects which have so largely occupied your time. 

In reference to the book-keeping of the Concern I do not consider myself com- 
petent to give an opinion, as I have no knowledge of the books except as they 
refer to my business, and very little of that. In the letter published I pointed out 
discrepancies as they appeared in the statement made to me. Whether I was 
right in every instance I cannot say, though my recollection of the matter is that 
in the subsequent investigation at least part of them were found to be only ap- 
parent errors, and not real, growing out of a difference of time in receiving certain 
accounts. 

During the last four years, or thereabouts, my intercourse with the Concern 
would lead me to the conclusion that great care is used by the present chief book- 
keeper in keeping the accounts, and I am happy to say that in my report of last 
December we harmonized them to almost a cent, though even in that report there 
was at first an apparent discrepancy, which by inquiry was easily adjusted. 

In my intercourse with the business world I have frequent occasion to correct 
such mistakes—sometimes made on my own part, and again by the other parties— 
and in no case may it be the fault of the principals managing the business, but the 
result of accident or carelessness on the part of under clerks in the hurry of busi- 
ness; and in a business like ours it is peculiarly liable to occur, as there is so 
much of detail about it. Very respectfully submitted. 

JAMES P. MAGEE, 


“SraTEMENT 18” charges a “false entry” in the matter of the 
aid rendered the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South—a matter which Dr. L. sedulously strives to present 
in an odious light. 

The page of the Journal where this account of $20,607 80 is 
charged to profit and loss reads thus: 


“Prorir anv Loss. 


“To sundries for Southern accounts.” 

Then follows a list of twenty-two names, at the bottom of which 
is Brown Bros. & Co. The whole amount which was at this time 
charged off, including the $20,607 80, was $27,452 95. 

When the amount was thus charged to profit and loss I gave di- 
rections that it should be charged in the following manner, namely: 
“Paid Brown Bros. & Co. $20,607 80 for the Missionary Society of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.” I supposed that it was so 
entered until it became necessary to settle with the said Missionary 
Society, when for the first time I ascertained that the words “ Mis- 
sionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South,” were 
omitted. When the settlement was made and the notes received, 
I did not think it proper to enter the notes as bills receivable, inas- 
much as they would then have to be credited to profit and loss, 
and thereby increase the showing of profits for the year to that 
amount. Therefore, being really matter of suspense, these notes 
should not go among the assets of the House, but were made pay- 
- able to the House in due form, and placed in an envelope, properly 
indorsed, giving their full history, and deposited in the cashier’s 
vault with other bills receivable. When I received the $1,300 I at 
once handed it over to the cashier, and it was used, as were all 
other funds, in the business of the House; but as the party said he 
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would in a few days pay the balance of a note of $11,000, it was 
thought best not to enter the $1,300 on the books until we could 
enter the whole amountin one sum. The cashier made a memoran- 
dum, which he kept in his drawer, while he used the money as 
above stated. In a few days the party gave us checks made pay- 
able a few weeks ahead, to pay in full the said note of $11,000; 
but he used the money which had been forwarded to him by the 
said Missionary Society in private speculation, and when the said 
checks matured he was unable to pay them. As soon as this fact 
was ascertained the $1,300 was duly entered upon the books of the 
House. : 

Years ago I gave Dr. Lanahan all the information contained in 
the above showing. I handed him the notes, and pointed him to 
the entry on the books, ete. ; but judge of my surprise when but 
a few days after I learned that Brown Brothers & Co. had been 
informed that they stood as defaulters upon our books, and, taking 
up one of our city papers, I saw the whole thing paraded there 
in its very worst form, and soon it went, as upon the wings of the 
wind, to all parts of our country as one of the evidences of the 
great fraud and corruption in the Methodist Book Concern. Dr. 
Lanahan thought it of so much importance that he presented it 
to the Book Committee, among other grave charges, at their meet- 
ing in November, 1869, when a full explanation was made not only 
by myself, but by the Attorney and Treasurer of the said Mis- 
sionary Society of the Church South. The Doctor, not satisfied, 
continued to keep up the agitation, by the use of the press, in 
various forms, and by his fly-sheet, which was scattered over the 
country, and his allegation is now gravely brought to your atten- 
tion, occupying more than a page of his report. 

I will now refer you to Mr. Kilbreth’s report, which reads as 
follows, (see Book Committee Report, p. 48 :) 

“In form, this was an erroneous account; in fact, it was not. A 
ledger account is a simple compilation of titles and amounts. It 
never, strictly speaking, explains itself. The explanation of this is, 
that the Book Concern became guarantor on a letter of credit for 
the Missionary Society of the Church, South, issued by Brown 
Bros. & Co. When the time for reimbursement came non-inter- 
course existed between the two sections of country, and the guar- 
antor had to pay. It was necessary to put the payment in some 
form on the books. By aclerical mishap it was charged to Brown 
Bros. & Co. instead of Suspense Account or the Missionary Society 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. The whole debt, prin- 
cipal and interest, has since been paid.” 

In further elucidation of this subject I reproduce the following 
true history of the case, as given in the “ Christian Advocate” of 
the issue of February 15, 1872: 
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Aw Interesting Lerrer wira a History. 


“NASHVILLE, TENN., February 2, 1872. 
“Rev. Toomas Caruron, D.D.: 


' “DEAR Broruer: It affords me great pleasure to inform you that I paid this 
morniug the balance due you by the Board of Missions of the Methodist Hpiscopal 
Church, South, for money paid by you for our Mission in China several years 
since. It is a matter of deep regret that we have not been able at an earlier date 
to meet this obligation; but the entire prostration of our Missionary Society, 
together with all our financial affairs as a Church, placed it beyond our power to 
do so. There could have been no obligation we could have felt more acutely 
than this, and its prompt payment was the wish of our entire Church; and but 
for the impoverished condition in which we were left in 1866 we would have had 
no difficulty in meeting this debt at once. I cannot, however, close this letter 
without returning you our sincere thanks not only for your great kindness in 
protecting our China Mission at a time when it was beyond our power to do so, 
but also for the long and patient forbearance you have shown in reference to the 
refunding the money on our part. Unable to compensate you for what you have 
done, we will invoke the blessing of our heavenly Father upon you for your hap- 
piness in this life, and for your salvation in heaven. 
“ Affectionately your brother in Christ, 
‘“A. H. REDFORD, Treasurer, 
“ Board of Missions, M. E. Church, South.” 


Now that the Board of Foreign Missions of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, have paid their entire indebtedness to the Methodist Book Concern, both © 
principal and interest, amounting to $35,215 02, it is due to all the parties con- 
cerned that we should state briefly the circumstances under which that debt orig- 
inated, and the honorable method pursued for its liquidation. 

Some time in 1858 or 1859 Rev. Dr. Sehon, then Secretary of the Missionary 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, called-on the Treasurer of our 
Missionary Society to ascertain how he remitted funds to China for the support of 
our missionaries there, and was informed by Dr. Carlton that he did it by letters 
of credit, procured of Brown Bros. & Co., of this city, drawn on Brown, Shipley, & 
Co., of London, authorizing the Superintendent of the mission in China to draw 
from time to time for such sums as miglit be needed until the letters of credit 
were exhausted. . 

On December 7, 1859, Dr. Sehon made an arrangement with the above named 
bankers, Brown Bros. & Co., to furnish the Missionary Society which he repre- 
sented with the same facilities for remitting funds for the support of their mis- 
sionaries in China that were furnished to the Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, provided Carlton & Porter, then Agents of the Methodist Book 
Concern, would do the same for them that they had always done for the last men- 
tioned Society, that is, become surety for the payment of the drafts that might be 
drawn against the said letters of credit. : ; " : 

Dr. Carlton had become intimately acquainted with several members of the 
Board and officers of the Southern Missionary Society in the settlement of the 
long-disputed question relative to the division of the property of the Book Con- 
cern, and had been granted by the Commissioners of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, all the time asked for to pay the amount agreed upon, so that the 
business of the Concern had not been interrupted. The most friendly business Te- 
lations had existed between the two branches of the Church at the time. Under 
these circumstances, and especially as the indorsement asked tor was for mission- 
ary purposes, where there was the least possible risk, the Agents felt that a re- 
fusal of their indorsement would be regarded in no other light than as a want of 
that Christian courtesy which should always characterize good men. 

The letters of credit indorsed by the said Agents were three in number—one 
dated December 7, 1859, for £1,200; one dated February 1, 1860, for £1,634; 
and one dated June 23, 1860, for £1,600. 
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Allthe drafts drawn on these several letters of credit that came forward before the 
breaking out of the late civil war were promptly paid, and no doubt but for this 
event, which no one could foresee, all others would have been as promptly met ; 
but very soon after the commencement of the war all mail facilities between Nash- 
ville, the seat of the Society, and New York, were suspended, and there remained 
no possible way for the Treasurer to remit funds to meet the drafts as they came 
forward. Messrs. Brown Bros. & Co. of course notified the Agents of the non- 
payment of the drafts, but did not demand payment at once, presuming the time 
would soon come when the way would be open for the transmission of the funds 
to pay the said drafts. But the war continued, and gold was rapidly advancing, 
and every thing was in the dark as to the future. The Agents, after frequent con- 
versations between themselves and with their financial friends, concluded, as they 
had the money, the better way was to pay the drafts before gold advanced to 
any higher rate, and it was well that they did so, for. gold went up more than a 
hundred per cent. above what it was when the payment was mades The whole 
amount which the Agents advanced was $20,607 86. 

Just as soou after the close of the war as the said Missionary Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, could reorganize, they appointed Rey. A. L. 
P. Green, D.D., Rev. C. F. Deems, D.D., Dr. Thomas E. Bond, of the Board, with 
their Secretary, Rev. Dr. Selion, a Commission to come to New York and settle 
the claim the Book Agents held against the said Missionary Society. The parties 
met in March, 1868. The commissioners stated to Rev. Dr. Carlton the con- 
dition of their Missionary Society, and its inability to make payment at present, 
but assured him if they could have a little time to recuperate they had no doubt 
that they could pay every dollar. They said they did not ask a compromise of the 
debt, for the Society would pay the whole amount of it, and that it would be re- 
garded by their Church dishonorable not to do so. The settlement was amicably 
made; the time asked for was granted. Not only the Society, but also the 
Bishops, the preachers, and the leading laymen of the Church, South, said, “ This 
is a debt of honor, and must be paid.” 

The first note which fell due was $11,000. The money was raised to pay it, 
together with the interest; but, unfortunately, the party intrusted with it, with 
instructions to take up the note, used the money in the purchase of certain stocks 
in Wall-street, reporting to the Society that he had paid over the money to Dr. 
Carlton and had taken up the note; and it was not until some six months after- 
ward that the Society ascertained that the money was lost in stock speculations. 
This was a loss most keenly felt by the Society; but as Christian men they were 
not discouraged, but worked on, supporting their China mission, and paying the 
debt as it became due. 

The whole amount which the Southern Board have paid, principal and interest, 
is $35,215 02. Adding the amount which they lost, the total is nearly $50,000, 
which the Society has been compelled to raise in order to meet the obligation. 
We must say that the spirit evinced by all the parties concerned in this matter is 
worthy of all praise. If all matters appertaining to the relations between the 
North and South could be done on the same principle, it seems to us the two 
Churches would soon be one at least in Christian sympathy and feelings. 


Now it remains for you to say whether the Agents [Carlton & 
Porter] have committed a sin for which they shall never be for- 
given in doing for the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, South, under the above-named circumstances, just what 
all the Agents of the Book Concern have always done for the Mis- 
sionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church when circum- 
stances required it. 

In “Srarement 19” Dr, Lanahan alleges that while the sales at 
New York have been steadily on the increase, with one exception, 
the profits, as reported in the exhibits of the Annual Conferences, 
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have been steadily and strangely decreasing, although there have. 
been no changes in the price of our publications. 

In reply to this, I need only submit the following tables com- 
piled from the Books and Exhibits, which are open for inspection: 


SALES. AT NEW YORK, NOT INCLUDING DEPOSITORIES. 


GY se ain enioione $374,416 25 DAG Sivaretlelystretarete $435,064 28 
SG Ora serie ieietain« 438,711 24 Lipo n os cu. cuboooc 430,643 05 
NS OO eeavarrecctatey sere 478,316 O01 wheel ted ewe euracotod: 422,543 39 
SG icaetedeleratel co sist eae 495,840 35 LOH serete sites 443,855 68: 


PROFITS REPORTED TO ANNUAL CONFERENCES. 
Net Profits. Paid by-ord. Gen. Conf. Gross.Karnings, 


OSES ee ae Oe Pa $19,323 03 + $38,526 29 = $57,849 32 
ABUT occ ces o 5,413 61 + 24,867 81 = 30,281 42 
BBG espe t's <s\c's . 282787 4 927,444 12 = “30.271 99 
1867 ». 85,212 28 - 2734011 = 62,552 39 
ICCC Ones SNS eae aan 56,244 74 + 26,764 29 = 83,009 03 
MSGR teks iuyg0dasaniain os 30,513 08 + 30,441 09 = 60,954 17% 
TOONS i aie anata 49,021 17 + 2636106 = 15,382 23 
jee TRS REA wate ti tea ee 69,163 16 + 21,846 60 = 91,009 76 


By the above figures it will be seen that from 1864 to 1867, both 
years included, there was a regular increase in the sales; but the 
first year after the last General Conference the sales fell off from 
the previous year $60,776 07; the next year, 1869, they were less: 
than they were in 1867 by $65,197 30; and in 1870 the sales con- 
tinued to fall off so that they were less than they were when the 
decline commenced by $73,296 96. But the last year of the quad- 
rennial term the sales have been larger than the previous year, 
though not so large as in 1867 by $51,984 67. 

With all our increased facilities for business, that there should be 
such a falling off in the sales is a fact we can but deplore; neverthe- 
less, truth and justice demand that we should state the facts. Dr. 
Lanahan’s. statement is no less erroneous in reference to the profits 
than in reference to the sales, as may be seen by the above table. 

In “Statement 20,” Dr. Lanahan charges that the book-keep- 
ing is not “correct and honest,” because he fails to comprehend 
the application thereof to the periodical accounts. 

It is a. sufficient. reply to this allegation, the closing paragraph 
of which I will not characterize, to say that the “ periodical ac- 
count” so called, as kept by the house for many years, is used to 
receive certain entries for convenience of reference merely. The 
complete account is inseparable from the merchandise account. 
Hence the application of the figures, to which the General Conter- 
ence and the public are now treated, renders the figures unmeaniig. 

As a sufficient answer to the use which Dr, Lanahan makes 
on page 32 of quotations from the Report of Mr. Kilbreth, I will 
simply refer you to. what Mr. Kilbreth also says on pages 51 to 57 
inclusive,, Report of Book Committee. 

In answer to the allegation of Dr. Lanahan (p. 17 of his Report), 


® See foot-note on Exhibit for 1869: 
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concerning his not being allowed access to the columns of. the 
“Christian Advocate,” I present the following letter from the 
editors of that paper: 


New York, Jay 3, 1872. 
Rev. Tuomas Cartton, D.D.: 

Dr. Lanahan having stated in his report, made to the General Conference this. 
day, that he has been ‘refused all access” to the ‘Christian Advocate” “ for 
explanation or defense,” it is proper for us to say that Dr. Lanahan was never 
refused admission to the columns of the paper except in a single instance. In the 
spring of 1870 he transmitted to us by mail a printed copy of his speech made in 
the Baltimore Conference, with a request to publish. That speech contained so 
many misstatements that we did not think it proper to aid in its circulation. In 
no other instance has he been refused a place in our columns. 

We send you herewith the copy of the Baltimore speech referred to, numerous 
marked copies of which we understand were widely scattered throughout the 
country. 

(Signed,) D. Curry, 
W. H. Dr Puy. 


The “Christian Advocate Supplement,” referred to by Dr. Lan- 
ahan on page 34 of his printed report, was written by Dr. Curry, 
who holds himself responsible for the correctness of its statements. 
The following certificate was appended to the “ Supplement :” 


We, the undersigned, having examined the matter contained in the above docu- 
ment, and having personally heard a large part of the proceedings before the Com- 
mittee, hereby certify that its statements are substantially correct, according to our 
recollections. 

E. L. Fanouer, Ati’y and Counselor. 

W. L. Harris, Ass’t Miss. Sec. 

D. Wisz, Editor Sunday-School Advocate. 
ALEX. M’LEAN, Stenographer. 


Rev. Joel W. Eaton, a member of the Troy Conference, and the official reporter 
for the last three General Conferences, writes thus: 


“Tam glad to see the ‘Supplement’ which accompanies the ‘ Advocate’ of this 
date. I wish to say that previous to the last meeting of the Book Committee I 
had formed an opinion strongly in my own mind that there had been great mis- 
management, and probably ‘fraud and corruption,’ in the Book Concern. In that 
state of mind I was called to New York as a stenographer in the last examination ; 
and, after hearing or reading much of the evidence taken in November, and all the 
evidence taken at the second session of the Committee, I was forced to the con- 
clusions expressed by the majority in their report. I wish to say, also, that in my 
opinion your statements in the Supplement above referred to are correct, and in 
no case overdrawn. Any attempt from any source to foment trouble in the 
Church over this matter seems to me to be simply nefarious. 


EMBARRASSMENTS TO THE AGENT, 


I now, very reluctantly, proceed to call your attention to a few 
of the many great embarrassments to the business and prosperity 
of the Book Concern growing out of the remarkable course of the 
Assistant Agent. I had not designed to make any reference to 
these matters, because, in addition to their important bearing upon 
the questions at issue, they involve some painful personal ref- 
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erences; but the statements of Dr. Lanahan’s report compel such 
reference in this connection. 

The time of the Assistant Agent has been largely occupied in 
faulting the administration of his predecessors and of the Agent, 
and in seeking to make good his unfounded allegations of fraud 
and corruption. After the Book Committee had carefully investi- 
gated said allegations, and had reached, by a unanimous vote, a 
decision fully exculpating the administration of the Agents, and 
had also by a large majority declared that the charges of fraud 
and corruption against the employés were not sustained; and 
after he had promised the Book Committee that he would 
stop such course of procedure, he republished his list of 
allegations in “fly-sheet” form, and scattered them through the 
country by mail and otherwise. In these “ fly-sheets” he carefully 
omitted to inform the reader that the statements there made had 
all been traversed by the Book Committee, and the allegations 
found not sustained. 

If Dr. Lanahan did not directly inspire the first injurious arti- 
cle in the New York Times throwing discredit upon the man- 
agement of the Book Concern, he did circulate the allegations 
upon which that article was founded, and immediately after its 
issue sent out to different parts of the country marked copies of 
the paper containing said article, with accompanying indorse- 
ments by his own hand of the substantial correctness of the 
statements in that article. 

I am credibly informed, and believe it to be true, that at differ- 
ent times he visited certain secular newspaper offices in this city, 

and had conferences with one or more of the editors on the even- 
ings before the issue of offensive articles in such papers designed 
to impair the credit of my administration. These papers con- 
taining such articles were largely circulated. The great injury, 
directly and indirectly resulting therefrom to the credit of the 
Book Concern and to the Methodist Episcopal Church, cannot be 
stated in words. The injury is irreparable. 

In prosecuting his so-called “ investigations ” he has, contrary 
to the usage of the House, and in opposition to my expressed 
direction and protest, carried important vouchers and books away 
from the Book Concern, some of which have never been returned. 
In one instance he rudely snatched important papers from the 
keeping of Mr. Grant, and carried them away. In some ‘cases 
large bundles of important vouchers, after being used by Dr. 
Lanahan’s private experts, have been found miscellaneously 
scattered about the rooms, and in such manner as to be exposed 
to loss. In conducting his examinations of the accounts he has 
not allowed any one connected with the house to be present or 
to know his purpose, or to make any explanation of alleged dis- 
crepancies. 

He has had employed for weeks, without my consent or knowl- 
edge, accountants, some of them believed to be from rival houses, 
examining the private business books of the Book Concern. In 
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some cases these examinations were conducted in the night, when 
he could the more certainly get access to the books without my 
knowledge. 

The accountants whom he employed to ferret out alleged 
wrongs in the books of the Concern were of doubtful reputation. 
One of them, I am credibly informed, is the keeper of a liquor 
store in Washington city, another is one of the employés of a 
theater in New York city. Another of them, while in Dr. Lana- 
han’s employ, by false promises obtained $65 trom the private 
funds of the cashier of the Book Concern, which, though he re- 
mained in the House for several weeks subsequently, and was 
repeatedly reminded of his promise, he finally left without paying ; 
thus justifying the assertion of his associate that he was “a fraud,” 
Are persons of such character to be intrusted with the books and ac- 
counts of the Concern, and their findings to be accepted as reliable ? 

Dr. Lanahan appointed, without consulting me, a new man as 
Superintendent of the Printing-Office, as Mr. Goodenough’s second 
successor, 2 man in every way unfit for the place, and who soon 
got the whole department into confusion, and who also within the 
year left for parts unknown, after having collected considerable 
amounts for Job-work and made no returns. 

He has at various times sued out legal processes compel- 
ling the cashier and chief book-keeper, or both, to go before the 
courts and, by due form of oath, answer questions concerning the 
accounts which would have been cheerfully answered by them in 
the office had he intimated his desire for such answers. The 
book-keeper, Mr. Grant, has been, under his call, at least ten times 
in court for the purpose of such answers. I give the latest in- 
stance of such procedure. A few weeks ago, on the pretense of 
“perpetuating testimony ” in the Goodenough vs. Lanahan case, 
and on the further pretense that he would not. be able to secure 
the testimony of the cashier when needed, he had the latter 
brought before the Court. In order that you may see the real 
character of the remarkable affidavit made by Dr. Lanahan, and 
the true nature and purpose of his examinations, I append here- 
with a. correct. copy of the same: 


Superior Court of the City of Hetv Hoth. 


SAMUEL J. GOODENOUGH 
against 
JOHN LANAHAN. 


City and County of New: York, ss; : 

John Lanahan, being duly sworn, says: 

That he is the defendant in this action, and has appeared and answered therein. 
That this action is brought to recover damages for an alleged slander. That 
the defense is a denial as to some of the alleged utterances, a justification as to 
others, and matters in mitigation of damages. That deponent has fully and fairly 
stated his defense to Brown, Hall, & Vanderpoel, his. attorneys; and deponent is 
advised and verily: believes that.Daniel Denham. J r.,,0f Elizabeth, N. J.,.is a ma- 
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terial and necessary witness for deponent upon the defense of this action. That 
said Denham is now in this city, as deponent believes, but is, aS deponeut is ad- 
vised and believes, about to leave the State for his said residence in Elizabeth, N. J. 
That, although said Denham has employment in the city of New York, deponent 
tis he may not be able to secure his attendance at the time of the trial of this 
action. 

: JOHN LANAHAN. 
Sworn to before me this 13th day of January, 1872. 

JosepH Bosworta, JR., Com. of Deeds, 
New York: County. 


Superior Court of the City of Beto Pork. 


SamuEL J. GoopEnoucH 
: against 
JOHN LANAHAN. 





On the foregoing affidavit of John Lanahan: 

@rdered, That Daniel Denham, Jr., be examined before me as a witness, con- 
ditionally, at the chambers of the Superior Court in the Court-House, City of 
New York, on the twentieth day of January, 1872, at eleven o’clock in the 
forenoon. 

Dated January 18, 1872. Joun M. Barzour, C. J. 


A true copy of the questions and answers, as taken down be- 
fore the Court in this examination, is furnished herewith, and 
another will be placed in the hands of the Special Committee. 

In the well-known mandamus suit commenced by Dr. Lanahan, 
ostensibly in order to gain possession of certain books, his affida- 
vits were not only most remarkable in kind, but they were so 
drawn as to throw great doubt upon my business integrity both 
in respect of my relation to the Book Concern and as Treasurer 
of the Missionary Society. Copies of those affidavits were imme- 
diately given to the press, and scattered broadcast through the 
country before it could be answered. It is sate to say that thou- 
sands of preachers and people, on reading them, trembled for the 
honor and credit of the Book Concern and Missionary poole 
It was only when the responsive affidavits were given to the pu 
lic, vindicating beyond a doubt the integrity of my administra- 
tion, that public confidence was restored. J herewith furnish to 
the Conference attested copies of the various affidavits in the case. 

As an instance of the unreliability of the accusations of Dr. 
Lanahan, I refer you to his deliberate and emphatic declaration, 
made in the General Conference, denying that he had signed, or 
authorized to be appended, his name to the Quadrennial Report 
of the Book Agents. My own version of the case is before you. 
In proof of the latter I append below the written statement of 
Mr. Joseph Longking, the Superintendent of the Printing Depart- 
ment : 


Before writing out a transcript of the list of work done by the Printing-Office 
the last year, I informed Dr. Lanahan that I would make two copies—one for him- 
self, the other for Dr. Carlton. After transcribing from the Printing-Office books 
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a-list of such printing, I learned that Dr. Carlton designed to publish it in the 
Report of the Agents, when, deeming it no longer of importance to furnish either 
gentlemen with a fair manuscript copy, as originally designed to be done, I merely 
handed my rough draft to Dr. Carlton for publication in the report. — When, ‘in 
accordance with Dr. Carlton’s order to “‘show proofs to Dr. Lanahan,” I presented 
some of these to Dr. Lanahan, containing, with other matter, the above-named: 
list, he (Dr. Lanahan) reminded me.of my promise to furnish him a manuscript 
copy, saying that he did not wish his name attached to matters he had not seen 
in manuscript. My reply was, substantially, that as the matter was to be printed, 
T had supposed the making of a fair copy no longer necessary, but proposed then 
to draw one off for him. Dr. Lanahan then told me J need not do it now, as the 
matter was already in type. Subsequently, but before the submission of the 
Report to the Book Committee, I placed a proof of the “ Report,” as far as it was 
then in type, on Dr. Lanahan’s desk, and afterward landed him, personally, 
another, the Report being still.incomplete. After receiving from Dr. Carlton the 
remainder of the copy for the Report, and putting it in type, I took proofs to 805 
Broadway for Drs. Carlton and Lanahan. Dr. Lanahan being absent, he did not, 
at that time, see those proofs. Before leaving the Agents’ office, I inquired of 
Dr. Carlton if the Report should not be signed, he having omitted to append the 
signature of the firm. He told me it should, and directed me to add the Agents’ 
names, which I did in his presence. Subsequently, seeing Dr. Lanahan at 200 
Mulberry-street, I showed him the additional matter and the signature. He read 
the new matter, and criticised the expression that the Concern was now prepared 
to do ‘five times” the amount of business it had ever done. I inquired, if that 
was modified, whether I was at liberty to append the firm’s name. He answered, 
substantially, that I might do as I chose with the emendation, and gave permis- 
sion to insert the name of the Agents. I subsequently saw Dr. Carlton, who con- 
sented to the proposed alteration. The name of the firm was inserted by myself 
as above stated. ‘ J. LONGKING. 


In defense of the House against some of the statements in Dr: 
Lanahan’s report, I am compelled to say that he has seemed not 
to understand either the business intrusted to his hands, or the 
nature and meaning of figures and accounts which he has exam- 
ined.and coliated. In his Report, which has been before you for 
several days and been published to the world, he charges in three 
different instances “ false” entries, or book-keeping not “ honest.” 
Why does he, on page 26, in nine consecutive groupings of fig- 
ures, give you wrong figures more than six times? Why does 
he, in support of allegations of “ false” entries in the matter of 
the Bindery inventories, on page 25, ignore the true explanation 
of the case, as given in my answer to his allegations before the 
Book Committee, published in “The Christian Advocate ” June 
29, 1871? Why does he parade his allegations of fraud and 
false book-keeping in his “Report” to you, with all the air of 
novelty, when many of these identival items were presented in 
June last to the Book Committee, and were fully answered, as 
the case required. The allegations concerning Kxhibits, Bank 
Balances, Periodicals, Interest, and Boston Depository, are of 
this class. 

Why does he reiterate the charge of a “false” entry in the 
case of the Missionary Society of the Church South, where a for- 
mer book-keeper had simply committed a clerical blunder, and 
then covertly strike our present book-keeper by a false rendering 
of his letter to Bishop Simpson growing out of this very subject ? 
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Am I not using a very mild expression when I characterize such 
conduct as the merest trifling with important interests ? 

~All will remember a certain Mr. Lutkins, a leather-dealer, 
and a Mr. Murphy, a paper-dealer, and how thoroughly they 
were dissected by Mr. Kilbreth. The former confessed that he 
was in partnership with Hoffman, and shared equally with him the 
profits on purchases for the Bindery. Did that disclosure of his 
own infamous conduct lead Dr. Lannhan to discard and despise 
him? Quite the reverse. He has been rewarded with the patronage 
of the Concern. I have forbidden the Superintendent to purchase 
from him; but that does not stop Dr. Lanahan. Did Hoffinan, 
even if the allegations against him were proved true, ever do any 
thing worse than Lutkins admits he himself did? and could Hoft 
man have done the alleged wrong except by the help of such men 
as Lutkins? As to Murphy, he never got a foothold in the trade 
of the Concern until after he openly stated that he did not think 
it wrong for a dealer to divide profits with the purchaser for a 
house, and that he sometimes did it. He is now regularly patron- 
ized by Dr. Lanahan, and appears to be a favorite. Are not these 
strange characters to employ in getting up a reform, and to purge 
the Book Concern of robberies? In the meantime, also, Campbell, 
Hall, & Co., who first led James F. Porter into their trap, and 
afterward denounced him, have still the full run of the house. Is 
any comment necessary here ? 

I call attention to the great loss of the Concern in money and 
reputation on account of printing disgracefully executed, because 
Dr. Lanahan, in opposition to the views of the Superintendent, 
insisted on making changes in the ink. (See the letter of Orange 
Judd, November 7, 1869, advising that the whole edition of the 
Almanac be destroyed. Also the testimony of Dr. Wise and Mr. 
Joseph F. Knapp as to the Sunday-School Journal.) 

I call attention to the fact that Campbell, Hall, & Co. sell 
the same paper to the Harpers at a less price than to the Book 
Concern. If that was done in former times neither Mr. Goode- 
nough nor I knew it, or it would have been stopped. But Dr. 
Lanahan is fully apprised of it, and apologizes for it by saying 
(Sten. Report, page 207) that the Harpers are considered the 
closest buyers in the market! 

I call attention to the fact that Dr. Lanahan (Sten. Report, p. 4) 
estimated paper shavings at $2,500 per year. In paper marked 
O* he estimated them at $3,000. In his address to this Confer- 
ence he estimates them from $5,000 to $7,000. He asserts that 
there was no account kept of them under Hoffman; whereas the 
books show that for five years under Hoffman the average re- 
ceipts per year were about $4,600, and since Hoffman left about 
$3,600 per year. What reliance is to be placed upon wild repre- 
sentations like these ? 

I could extend this list so as to make a small volume, but shall 
gay no more unless compelled to do so hereafter. I have long 
borne many unjust attacks quietly, willing rather to suffer than 
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to add to the disturbance of the Church. I think a point has been 
reached now when for me silence is no longer a virtue; nor can 1 
think that my brethren and fathers of this body, whom I regard 
with such reverence, will judge my course in the matter to be an 
unchristian one, 

And now, dear Fathers and Brethren, by whom I have been hon- 
ored and trusted these many years, I had flattered myself, from the 
large success of the business placed in my charge and from your 
repeated approvals, that I had honestly won your confidence, and 
«had really rendered valuable service to the Church of our choice ; 
yet I appear before you at this late date of-life and labor assailed 
and traduced, my character stabbed and blackened by ingenious 
insinuations of neglect of duty, of malfeasance in office, of falsifying 
accounts, of being an accomplice with thieves and liars, dishonor- 
ing and defrauding the Church in whose service a long and act- 
ive life has been spent. All this is done, I repeat, by improper 
insinuation, and by ingenious perversion of facts and figures. 

Excuse me, dear Fathers and Brethren, if I have been betrayed 
into unseemly severity of words in this personal defense. I now 
leave this whole subject with you, not indifferent to your decis- 
ions, but with entire confidence that your judgment will be intel- 
ligent and just, and that it will fully vindicate the integrity of 
my administration. Tuomas Carron. 


4'7 .—Jou rnal, page 276. 


MEMORIAL OF SAMUEL J. GOODENOUGH IN ANSWER TO JOHN 
LANAHAN. 


To THE Bisnops anp Mrempers or THE GENERAL CoNFERENCE. 


Fatuers anp Breruren: I did not suppose it would devolve 
upon me to address you upon matters connected with the Book 
Concern difficulties, having already presented my case fully to the 
Book Committee, who, in connection with Mr. Kilbreth, have 
spent so much time in the examination of the case, with results as 
shown in their reports; but as Dr. Lanahan still persists in his 
charges of fraud and irregularities, and has presented to the Gen- 
eral Conference his report as though no refutation of his allega- 
tions had been made, I beg the privilege of submitting a statement 
criticising his assumed facts, as far as I am concerned. 

1, Dr. Lanahan asserts, on page 1 of his report, that “he was 
told by. the book-keeper that there were no vouchers for paper 
purchased in the possession of the office, but that they were re- 
tained by Mr. Goodenough.” 


I have to say in answer to this, that Z never retained a voucher 
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for paper or any thing else purchased, but always passed them to 
the cashier, after which they were filed by the book-keeper. 

The invoices which were memoranda of goods forwarded, were 

roperly filed and preserved in the vault of the printing-office. 

hese were necessary to the department in order to check the 
receipt of goods and the items of monthly statements, while the 
vouchers, or receipts for money paid, were always with the book- 
keeper. 

2. My letter, quoted on page 2, in which I said, “I have not made 
contracts with parties, but have made orders from time to time, 
taking advantage of the market as to prices, and not confining 
orders to any one unless it proved of advantage to the house,” 
was given in answer to a request for a copy of contracts for paper. 
It was strictly true in every particular, and as to the result of my 
management in this regard, I refer you to Mr. Kilbreth’s report. 

The attempt on page 3 to make a case of falsehood is founded 
alone on my statement that we were dealing mostly with manu- 
facturers, and it seems strange that Dr. Lanahan did not drop that 
part from his report, when it was brought out in the sworn testimony 
of Mr. Smith, of Campbell, Hall & Co., and of Mr. Bartow, that 
they sent for Mr. Porter and employed him to act for them in the 
matter of procuring orders, and that they paid him for his serv- 
ices. In all the business of Mr. Porter which he did for Camp- 
bell, Hall & Co., he was not known except as their accredited 
agent, and was treated as such by all the parties; and the state- 
ment that Campbell, Hall & Co. said that “the percentage which 
was paid to Porter was added to the price they would have sold 
at to the Concern,” has been contradicted in the testimony above 
referred to. 

I never said, as charged on page 4, “I thought Mr. Porter was 
a clerk of the New York firm,” meaning Campbell, Hall & Co. 
What I did say was, that as far as our dealings with Mr. Porter 
were concerned, in respect to Campbell, Hall & Co., he acted, as I 
understood it, in the capacity of a clerk for that house, and subse- 
quent testimony shows that my understanding was correct. I 
most emphatically deny that there was any motive or desire on 
my part to conceal any matter connected with the business, be- 
cause I believed it to be straightforward and legitimate, and I 
knew that the Concern was being well served by the course pur- 
sued, as all the examinations and evidence taken in the case fully 
demonstrate; and as to the conversations said to have passed be- 
tween us, iis word must be received against mine. ‘The whole 
thing has been put in a shape by Dr. Lanahan to suit his purpose. 
In a former statement he said, in pretending to give what passed 
at one of the interviews between us, that “I began to cry.” Evi- 
dently feeling, with a sober second thought, that he had gone too 
far, and was imposing too much upon the credulity of the public, 
he failed to mention it in his /ast report. The most charitable 
course, in view of his errors in repeating words and conversation, 
would be to charge the same to the account of defective memory. 
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I pass over the anonymous letters from Boston, and simply refer 
you to the letter of 8. D. Warren, (quoted by Mr. Kilbreth,) 
showing that the Book Concern bought of that house at less price 
than their other customers. : 

3. I deny that Mr. Porter enjoyed a monopoly of the purchase of 
paper for the Book Concern—by a private arrangement with 
Goodenough—and that Goodenough was anxious to conceal it, as 
stated on page 6. On the contrary, not a pound of paper was 
ever bought for the Concern except on a written order by me, and 
‘the price was determined in advance, and was made to conform to 
the lowest market rates, except in a few cases of small lots of odd 
size or quality. Mr. Porter was on a par with every other dealer, 
except that he had proposed, and was allowed, to devote special 
attention to procuring goods on the best terms for the Concern. 
I constantly encouraged competition, and received and noted the 
proposals of other parties, and did not give orders to Mr. Porter 
unless his terms were as low as the lowest. The monopoly, so 
called, was simply the ability to undersell others. 

I will repeat once more that Mr. Porter was never employed by 
the Book Concern, and never received one cent from the house for 
any service rendered. All the benefit he ever had was in profits 
or commissions as a dealer, which were made out of the manutac- 
turers by their agreement and consent, which, as it appears, were 
sometimes large; but during the high prices of war times, and 
subsequently, the profits of manufacturers were enormous, and we 
suppose they could afford liberal terms with brokers and commis- 
sion dealers. This was a matter with which we had nothing to 
do. Isubmit the question whether, if Mr. Porter presented sam- 
ples of goods with prices more favorable than others, it was not a 
duty to make purchases of him, though his father was Assistant 
Agent ? 

Why did Dr. Lanahan fail to give the testimony of Mr. Joseph 
Parker, a manufacturer at New Haven, who, before the Book 
Committee, established the fact that the Concern was purchasing 
below the market price? This omission is as unfair as that of his 
introducing the matter of Mr. Hoffman’s purchasing black velvet, 
when, as he says, “I showed the bills to Dr. Carlton, and to the 
clerks in the store, who said they had never seen the books of the 
house so bound.” Why did he not add that a book so bound was 
found and shown to the Book Committee? *Or the case of Mr. 
Magee’s statement, which he spread out in his report as though it 
had not been explained by Mr. Magee himself, and made to 
harmonize, in every essential particular, with the books of 
the Concern. These are only samples of unfairness on his part, 
to say the least, and they go to show how unreliable his state- 
ments are, 

In view of these facts it seems strange that Dr. Lanahan did not 
introduce the item of $22,000 deticiency which he declared existed 
in the wages account of the Printing Department, which, by the 
testimony of his own expert, was afterward reduced to two cents, 
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and this had occurred by mistaking a figure seven for a nine: 
This was the only error found after a careful examination of some 
thirty thousand items of wages, running through a period of six 
years; and yet there are witnesses who will testify that Dr. Lana- 
han went about declaring that I had “robbed the Concern of 
$22,000, that he had the documents to demonstrate it, and that it 
was as clear as the sun in the heavens.” 

4. With regard to the other letters, without signatures, pre- 

sented by Dr. Lanahan, dated at Boston and New York, and 
which are from the houses of S. D. Warren, and Campbell, Hall 
& Co., I will only say that, considered in the light of the sworn 
testimony of Mr. Warren and of Mr. Smith, of the firm of Camp- 
bell, Hall & Co., they fall to the ground as worthless—especially 
when.taking into consideration the circumstances and pressure 
under which they were obtained. 
' 5. On page 19 reference is made to my giving time and atten- 
tion to outside speculations, and three petroleum companies are 
named in which I am made to figure, and the impression is sought 
to be conveyed that I devoted much time to these matters, neg- 
lecting my duty to the Book Concern. As to the oil companies 
mentioned, what little time I ever gave to them did not in any 
way interfere with my office duties; while the “traveling” on 
their account, though little, was taken by me from summer vaca- 
tions to which I was entitled. Why should I be censured for a 
practice in which many of our ministers engage to better their 
worldly prospects and condition, if, as I claim, my office duties 
were never neglected? Must they of necessity neglect their 
pastoral duties in carrying to a successful issue some outside finan- 
cial operation? This attack was most malicious, and I suggest 
that all the parties implicated be rigidly examined as to whether 
any official obligation was neglected in consequence of attention 
to those matters. I am willing to compare my record with Dr. 
Lanahan’s, that it may be seen which has done the more to pro- 
mote the interests of the Book Concern. 

6. Statement 5 purports to give the figures of saving to the 
Concern on the issue of periodicals “after Porter’s monopoly was 
broken up and the paper was bought directly by myself,” says 
Dr. Lanahan. ‘I admit that several dealers came down in their 
prices, under a pressure, for the time being; but this was more 
than nentralized by the lots of inferior paper and worthless ink 
purchased by Dr. Lanahan, and the contract which he made with 
a broker, or middleman, for $35,000 worth of paper, on a falling 
market, and which, within a few weeks, could have been pur- 
chased at much lower rates. The market was “ fluctuating ”— 
his statement to the contrary notwithstanding. Every point I 
have made I am prepared to sustain by ample proof. 

Inasmuch as Dr. Lanahan has instituted a comparison of his 
operations and those of mine, and has given figures that amount 
to nothing when all the facts are known, let us see, in the light of 
the following statement, how much there is in his assumption of 
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saving. Dr. Lanahan gave orders to Campbell, Hall & Co., 
through Mr. Bartow, broker, as follows : 


June 29, 1869, 50,000 pounds of extra superfine calendered paper, at 183 
cents per pound. 

June 29, 1869, 50,000 pounds of superfine calendered, at 174 cents. 

June 28, 1869, 100,000 pounds superfine Chelsea, at 17 cents. 


The Concern had been paying, through the early part of the 
year, 193 cents for paper like the first named, but, during the 
summer, prices went down, on the average, one cent a pound; so 
that his order was, in relation to the current price, just what had 
been paid for the grade of paper in question. 

The 100,000 pounds ordered at 17 cents was not as good as 
that furnished formerly by 8S. D. Warren at that price, to say 
nothing about the decline in the market; and paper quite equal 
could have been bought, within a few weeks, for 16 cents per 
pound, even under the asswmed disadvantage of buying it through 
a broker. 

During the war, anticipating a rise in prices, I ordered in 
August, 1865, 500 reams of news paper, at 17 cents per pound ; 
and in September, 500 reams, at 20 cents. The price soon went 
up to 23 cents. About the same time I engaged over 1,000 reams 
of book papers at from 17 to 19 cents per pound, and the price 
rose to 26 and 27 cents within a short time. 

In August of the same year I engaged 400 reams of superfine 
supercalendered paper at 25 cents per pound, and 400 in Septem- 
ber at 323 cents; and while taking in these papers the price ad- 
vanced to 33 cents. The saving to the Concern on these pur- 
chases was estimated at the time to be between $7,000 and $8,000. 
On a declining market the Concern was fortunate in making small 
orders and keeping a limited stock on hand. 

Feeling determined, if possible, to have every matter connected 
with my superintendency and doings investigated, on the 4th of 
January, 1870, I addressed a communication to Dr. Lanahan, in 
which I made the following proposition: 


Let a number of competent and disinterested persons be chosen, by mutual 
agreement, to ascertain what prices were paid for paper, during the last ten 
years, by Appleton & Co., Harper & Brothers, Carter & Brothers, C. Scribner & 
Co., The American Bible Society, The American Tract Society, The American Sun- 
day-School Union, and any other publishers in New York, or elsewhere if 
desired, and then make a ful] examination of the books and bills at the Methodist 
Book Concern for the same length of time, and any amount that can be found 
that the Concern paid more than the average price by the above-named pub- 
lishing houses for the same grades of paper I will pay to you—if, on the other 
hand, you will personally agree to pay to me the amount I saved to the Concern by 
purchases at prices below those paid by these parties and below the market 
price, when the goods came to hand. I make this proposition with a view to let 
the facts come before the public, as well as to allay the excitement occasioned by 
the newspaper reports of ‘ great frauds and defaleations in the Methodist Book 
Concern.” I know of no fairer way to test the case, and am willing to risk every 
dollar I have in the world on the issue. More than this, some of my friends have 


volunteered to stand security for a faithful performance of this agreement on my 
part to any amount required. 
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This letter came back to me the next day. It had been opened, 
but on it was written “returned unread.” 

' [now renew the proposition, and will furnish bonds to fulfill its 
provisions. 

I will mention the following incident to show the apparent des- 
peration of Dr. Lanahan to find something to hold against some- 
body, and the means adopted to effect his object. A few weeks 
since Dr. Lanahan made an affidavit to the Superior Court, in 
which he set forth that Daniel Denham, Jr., was an important wit- 
ness in the suit of Goodenough against Lanahan; and that, from 
information and belief, Mr. Denham was about to leave the Stute 
of New York, and could not be had at the trial of the suit. The 
examination resulted in the presentation, by Dr. Lanahan, of a 
bill of Major & Knapp, in 1865, for $90, for printing and binding 
2,000 blank checks, and a canceled check in payment of the same. 
The testimony:showed that a book with that number of checks 
was received, but that they were rebound in three books, and of 
course he did not find 2,000 in one book. No case, however, was 
made against Major & Knapp, the Agents, or Mr. Denham; but 
to his mind it was evidently a case of fraud, and he adopted the 
extraordinary course mentioned to ferret it out, though a single 
question put to Mr. Denham would have led to an explanation. 
On the cross-examination of Mr. Denham it appeared that he was 
cashier at the Methodist Book Concern; that he had not been 
absent from his place a day since July last ; that he had no in- 
tention of leaving the State, except to go to his home in Elizabeth, 
N. J., after the labors of the day; neither had he told Dr. Lana- 
han, or any one else, that he intended to leave the State, and he 
knew no reason why he could not be present at the trial of the 
suit. What all this had to do with my suit for slander and libel 
we failed to see. 

As showing the inspiring cause of the course pursued by Dr. 
Lanahan to break up the “ monopoly of Mr. Porter,” as he terms 
it, I can put the Committee of the General Conference on the 
track for investigating a matter which might throw some light on 
his motives—whether, while he was moving to get rid of Mr. 
Porter and myself, he was not trying to procure a position for his 
own son as a partner in the paper business. You may draw your 
own inference. If desired, the names of the parties who can 
furnish information will be forthcoming. 

My suit against Dr. Lanahan in the civil courts is for slander 
and libel—much more aggravating than any thing contained in 
his report. The terms used, as set forth in the “complaint,” are 
such as would shock the moral sense of the General Conference. 
How the minority of the Book Committee were betrayed into an 
intimation that the funds of the Book Concern were being used to 
defray the expenses of that suit I cannot imagine. I simply say 
that not one farthing has been given or promised by any party 
connected with the Book Concern. 

I now leave the case in the hands of the General Conference and 
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its Committee, feeling assured that justice will be done to all the 
parties connected with this unhappy controversy; and while I 
cannot deny that the persistent attempts to injure me, and the 
scenes through which I have passed, have been deeply painful and 
afflictive, I still have a firm reliance upon that overruling Provi- 
dence which educes good from ill, and is a tower of strength\in 
the day of adversity. S. J. GooDENOUGH. 
New Yorx, May 13, 1872. ' 


48.—Journal, page 279. 


SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF JOHN A. GUNN. 


Rrv. Dr. Cartron: 


Sir,—As you desired, in view of the then approaching session 
of the Book Committee, to know the conclusions which thus far 
in my investigation of tlhe accounts of the Book Concern I had 
reached before it was possible for me to submit in iutelligible 
form the evidence upon which those conclusions were based, | beg 
now to place in your hands the following report, supplementary 
to that of the 26th ult. 

I said in my former report that the book-keeping of the Concern 
was in several specified particulars defective. 

It is not necessary for me to state in detail the evidence which 
justified many of these specifications, as it can be appreciated 
only by an inspection of the books. 

It will, however, of course, be understood that I had no refer- 
ence to the system used—that of double entry, which the com- 
mercial world recognizes as the only proper system. This system 
has reference only to the final record of transactions in the form 
of accounts upon the ledger, and such record is determined by 
principles which are invariable, and therefore applicable to trans- 
actions of every possible variety, and under all circumstances : 
there can be but one system of double entry. 

As transactions appear in the ledger accounts only in skeleton, 
the necessity exists for the use of subsidiary books upon which 
the details essential to their understanding may be recorded, and 
these are in form such as experience has indicated, or as the judg- 
ment of the accountant may determine to be best adapted to the 
nature of such details and the peculiarities of the business, What- 
ever latitude, however, may be allowable in form, and whatever di- 
versity of opinion in any instance as to their fitness, it is obvious that 
these books should be of such form that the original record will be 
sufficiently full and intelligible to afford the requisite information. 

Ihave said that those of the Book Concern are in this respect 
defective, and, to illustrate my meaning, refer you to the Cash- 
book, a page of which, omitting personal names, is annexed. Its 
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peculiarities are apparent on the surface. On it are recorded, 
promiscuously, both receipts and disbursements of cash and mis- 
cellaneous journal entries, the latter adapted to the usage of a 
proper Cash-book; that is, the credit accounts on the left hand 
and the debit accounts on the right hand, so that it would be read 
“Consignment to Pittsburgh” by “ Pittsburgh. Depository ” in- 
stead of “ Pittsburgh Depository” to “Consignment to Pitts-. 
burgh,” a reversal of usage not of course fatal, but adapted to lead 
to error in footing. 

The debit and credit of the journal entries being equal in 
amount, obviously the difference between the aggregates of these 
combined cash and journal entries is the balance of cash. These 
ageregates are then posted to an account on the ledger, which, 
although entitled “‘ Cash,” gives no account of the cash other than 
that already apparent in the Cash-book, that is, the balance of 
cash on hand—no information whatever, should it be necessary, 
can be derived from it as to the amount either received or dis- 
bursed in any given period, as the aggregates are in excess of the 
cash by the sum of the journal entries. It has been said that a 
Cash-book similar to this is used in banks, but it differs essentially. 
In banks, the transactions being almost exclusively cash transac- 
tions, occasional miscellaneous entries are sometimes, for conven- 
ience, made upon the same book, but separately—not in the same 
column, footed into one sum, and then posted to the cash account. 

These remarks, however, have no reference to the cashier’s de- 
partment, but only to the manner in which the transactions of 
this department are recorded upon the books of the Concern. I 
coneur with Mr. Kilbreth in the opinion that it is difficult to see 
how the system upon which that department is at present man- 
aged can be improved. 

I referred in my Report to a lack of uniformity in the manner 
of keeping some of the accounts. If, as in what is known upon 
the ledger as “ Periodical Account,” an amount is in successive 
years used under the same title for different purposes without 
notice or explanation, it needs no accountant to see that the record 
must be unintelligible ; and so, too, if, with each entry, there be 
not reference, whether in figure or phrase, to the balancing account, 
which renders it accessible, it is obvious that otherwise needless 
labor is necessitated. 

Absolute observance of the cardinal principle of double entry— 
equal debit and credit for every transaction—is essential to the 
integrity of the record. This can be assured only by the test of 
the trial balance; and if error then disclosed is allowed to remain 
without discovery, the trustworthiness of the record is destroyed, 
for, although the error disclosed be apparently small, there is no 
certainty that it is not large. 

As evidence that amounts have been carried to Profit and Loss 
without proper adjustment, and without intelligible explanation, I 
refer you to the Depository accounts, by which it appears that in 
1866 there was placed to the debit of Profit and Loss upon only an 
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estimate of probable error, not after the amount of error had been 
definitely ascertained, the sum of $76,528 31, the only explanation 
being “ for errors in Depository sales ;” and that in nearly every 
successive year these accounts have been closed “by profit and 
loss” for differences between the books of the Agents and those 
of the Concern, not after, but without adjustment, and without 
such explanation on the books as would enable one not acquainted 
with the facts to see the propriety of the entry. 

I have seen a copy of the “ Report” which has been prepared 
for you to submit to the approaching General Conference, and 
to some matters therein it seems proper for me to direct your 
attention. 

I. On page 3 there is a statement of “Sales and profits for the four years end- 
ing November 30, 1871.” The profits stated are not profits on sales only, but 
profits on the whole business of the Concern in all its departments; and of these 
only the net profit, that is, the amount which remained after the payment of all 
losses and expenses. 

‘ a: These net profits on the whole business are not given as they appear on the 
eager. 














Report. Ledger. Difference. 
More. Less. 
1868. $83,009 03 $81,326 89 $1,682 14 

1869. 60,954 17 193,223 96 $132,269 79 
1870. 68,081 05 82,683 41 14,602 36 
1871. 63,095 92 104,145 77 41,049 85 
$275,140 17 Net profit.... $461,380 03 $187,922 00 
1,682 14 

Deducting amt. from — 
“Miss. Society” of $186,239 86 
M. EK. Church, South 35,215 02 35,215 02 





“Net earnings”. $426,165 01 Difference $151,024 84 


2. To the amount which is given as the “ Net earnmgs” in the 
LOuIStitasisy SECO AAR atc HOMO Oh rGe SDM O aa Goon 6 $275,140 17 
Adding the amount “received from Missionary Society M. E. 
Chorch, jsouthw iy recast creche Curenear cane ine cia tener eens 

And the amount said to have been ‘“‘not credited’ in 1867. . 


35,215 02 
51,739 48 





The “Total Income” is stated as...........0. yeahs ... $362,094 67 


a. The amount so obtained is not total income, but total gain. 
b. If the $51,739 48 was earned in 1867, it is nota part of the profits of the 
business of the four succeeding years. 

The Report says that this amount, “by a clerical mishap, was nut credited to the 
profits of 1867, and got into the profits of 1868.” 

Now the fact is, in the year 1867 the real profit on sales, per Merchandise ac- 
count, was $94,535 50; and, in order to reduce the capital stock, the Capital 
Stock account was debited “To Profit and Loss, $54,372 11;’’ and in the Profit 
and Loss account the amount of profit on merchandise was divided and credited 





By merchandise......... RC OTA Ono Go dO Sew as cast 719 $40,163 39 
BY BUOCK %s ois aictm acres tei petenet Ste ote Tate oo ee RET eee wen LOA, oTicmmle 
Total (see Profit and Loss account)..........-... -- $94,535 50 


This amount was then deducted from the inventory of ‘‘ Merchandise on hand,” 
and the Merchandise account was closed by the amount of ‘Merchandise on 
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hand” as per inventory, $159,969 02, less $54,372 11=$105,596 91. This re- 
duced amount of merchandise on hand being carried forward at the beginning of 
1868, the consequence was that in the profit shown at the close of 1868 was in- 
cluded the amount by which the value of the merchandise on hand at the begin- 
ning had been understated, and therefore, instead of its being that “by a elerical 
mishap $51,739 48 was not credited in the profits of 1867,” the fact was that 
$54,372 11 was intentionally deducted from the profits of 1867, but in such a man- 
ner that it “got into the profits of 1868.” The $54,372 11 having thus got into 
the profits of 1868, $51,739 48 of this amount “got out” again at the close of the 
year by means of deductions, as follows, namely : 





From inventory of merchandise............ POITIER Or AR iro e He . $10,364 59 
“ is binder ygers mets ater crates arc cvevec esta nieve eicre cisternae 21,073 53 

x Ke printing-office ..... BURT este eis ountenCroreterectes eran . 29,301 36 
Mopalweenta. aia euepeleoecpaiforetayslloveneravexsreicec leis nes carers. atera tere atayarels $51,739 48 


And there is shown after these deductions, and is posted to the Profit and Loss account, 
a profit of $176,383 61; that is, with sales less in 1867 by $75,412 31, a profit 
greater by $136,220 22. 

3. In 1869, of which, without comment, the profits are given as $60,954 17, 
the inventories being brought forward as reduced at the close of 1868, the conse- 
quence was that again the amount by which the value of the property in hand at 
the beginning of the year had been understated was included in the profit on 
sales shown at its close, namely, (per ledger,) $187,741 18; there having been, on 
sales less than in 1868 by $25,282 02, a profit greater by $72,723 01: and there 
was in this year a net protit on the whole business of (as above) $193,223 96. 

Observe: On the Exhibit of November 30, 1869, ‘the profits for the year” are 
given as $112,693 65, and there is as follows: ‘‘ Note-—Of the above profits, 
$51,739 48 were earned last year’—not in 1867, as stated in the Report— 
“though not shown by the Exhibit; leaving the actual profits $60,954 17.” But, 
according to the ledger, the net profit was $193,223 96; and if, as according to 
the note, $51,739 48 of this amount should have appeared on the ledger in 1868 
but did not, it is deducted from $193,223 96, we have “the profits for the year” 
1869 (that is, net profit) $141,484 48, instead of $112,693 65, as per Exhibit. 

1871.—The increase of capital is stated (page 6) to have been $69,163 16, and 
the gross earnings from sales (page 6) to have been $63,095 92; whereas, per 
ledger, the gross earnings from sales were $136,240 31; and, with sales more 
than in 1870 by $35,884 26, there was a profit more by only $2,124 57. 








PUTOR TEU OL ONL RW AS ays cerca ciara cone aicle ye cfc sis leis (6) n7al cele shel sisi ele/ ain einiealsisfe $104,145 77 
Out of which was paid by order of the General Conference.......... 23,164 12 
The increase of capital was.............+- ST BEES ORD OOne $80,981 65 


Deducting from the amount given as “Total Income”... .$362,094 67 
‘“‘ Amounts paid by order of the General Conference”... 105,413 04 


The “Net amount added to capital” is given a8.............. $256,681 63 
But, according to the ledger, 
The total gain on ‘‘the whole business” waS.........+-- $461,380 03 
There was ‘Paid by order,” etc.....-.ccesscceece ene 107,846 70 








And the “Net amount added to capital” from profit on business was 353,533 33 





Difference between Report and ledger.........0..ceeeeeeee $96,851 70 





II. The Report says, on page 4, ‘‘in the Exhibits of the latter (Western Book 
Concern) the property was estimated at its cost or cash value; whereas, in those 
of the former (New York Book Concern) a reduction had from time to time been 
made in the real estate, and the discount on debts due from others had been in- 
creased from 20 to 334 per cent. A portion also of the stock and machinery con- 
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tinted to appear in the inventories at prices which obtained before the war, although 
costing, and being worth, nearly double the amount expressed.” That “it became 
necessary that the Exhibits of both houses should be made upon the same basis,” 
and that an ‘‘ Exhibit upon the basis of valuation which obtained before the redue- 
tion of prices referred to was prepared and presented to the Book Committee, then 
in session, who approved it.” : 

The Exhibit now referred to, that of 1869, made the following additions to the 
agsets of the Concern, namely: 
“|. By restoring the former estimated value of real estate. $113,349 20 
“9. By cestoring the former estimated value of books, 


sheet stock, machinery, and materials............ 712,765 44 
“3. By changing the discount on debts due the Concern 
EEG SAe tO-Z0 PL CONb ier. cies vas = <elsis siareokeleyautvenste 21,811 60 





“ Total increase cf the estimated cash value of real and personal” $207,926 24 


But observe: , 
1. As the assets are supposed to be all shown on the Exhibit as they 
appear on the ledger, that is, at their nominal value, the discount stated 
is only an indication of their estimated real value; reduciny this discount 
from 334 to 20 per cent. was not an “addition to the assets,” but 
merely the expression of a more favorable estimate of their value; 
therefore the ‘‘ Total Increase,” ete., was less than the amount stated 
by the amount. of “ Discount,” namely ..... cc. cies cece esceeensices 21,811 60 





which is the precise amount that was added on November 30, 1869. . $186,114 64 


2. That ‘‘the former estimated value of real estate”? was not “re- 
stored "—$113,349 20—but that the valuation of real estate was 
increased as follows, namely: 

Property in Mulberry-st. from $70,000 00 to $150,006 00=80,000 00 
Property in San Francisco from 20,000 00to 48,000 00= 28,000 00 
Property in Pittsburgh from 24,650 80to 35,000 00= 5,349 20 





OUAUMS VER retayers, sahara lessee Siascketo ete IASTCRER eee SEAT EST RRR ecae a $113,349 20 


while the real estate on which ‘‘a reduction had from time to time 
been made” was as follows, uamely: 


Property in Mulberry-street, in 1858, $17,321 54, in 1862, 

Ei alle ee SO eee ee RAE oes Dar $49,181 84 
House in Seventh-street, in 1862 (sold May 11, 1863)..... 2,500 00 
House in Sixth-street, in 1862 (sold November 18, 1864).. 2,000 00 
Property in Binghamton, in 1862 (sold November 14, 1867) 452 00 
Property in Michigan, in 1862 (sold November 14, 1867).. 1,006 00 
Property in Jefferson, in 1862 (sold April 17, 1868)...... 785 07 
Property in Hamilton; n.1862). 5.2520) i5. 25 cents s com wes 100 00 


So that there was restored the amount of former “reductions”... $56,024 91 





and real estate was increased beyond its “former estimated value”.. $57,324 29 





3. In regard to the addition ‘‘ by restoring the former estimated value 
of books, machinery,” ete., that is, 





By increasing the valuation of merchandise on hand ..... $61,365 44 
By increasing the valuation of “presses” ;............. 11,400 00 
TObADES factanc sett eelete eehalelge erste letin. ote cveiche: Aunt RL ee ae $72,765 44 





Observe: (1.) That the reason assigned for such increased valuation, namely, 
that there existed discrepancies to the extent. of “nearly double the amount ex- 
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pressed” between the real value of the property of the Concern and that shown in 
the inventories, which are the hases upon which profits are estimated, forcibly 
illustrates the practical impossibility of ascertaining the actual worth of the Con- 
cern without a careful revaluation and scrutiny of its assets and liabilities. 

(2.) That, however desirable such increased valuation may have been in 1869, 
the necessity for it seems soon to have passed, for in 1870 the “addition to the 
assets” by “restoring the former estimated value of presses ’—$11,400—was ce7- 
tainly subtracted again by a reduction in the value of “ presses ” of the same amount ; 
and that the most, if not all, of the remainder also disappeared is at least probable, 
from the fact that in 1870, on sales less than in 1869 by only $5,545 43, the profit 
shown was less by $114,990 88! 


In Mr. Kilbreth’s Report to the Book Committee there are also 
some matters to which it is proper for me to advert. 


““T have personally examined the methods of book-keeping in use in the Book 
Concern, and the condition of its business as ¢herein set forth. My conclusion is 
that the business is not in a confused or chaotic, but in a decidedly understandable 
shape, and that it is not difficult to learn the true state of affairs from the books.’’— 
Page 44. 

As I have, in my Report, expressed conclusions diametrically opposite to those 
stated in the above extract, it is proper for me to say that Mr. Kilbreth, snrely, 
cannot intend it to be understood that he has ‘personally examined” the accounts 
in the ledger, which I have liad in daily and eonstant use until quite recently. In- 
deed, that gentleman himself informed me that “he did not iniend to east up ac- 
counts, but only to make a general examination, especially of Dr. Lanahan’s more 
serious charges in reference to the Bindery and Printing-office.” 

It will be obvious that the extreme diversity of our conclusions arises from the 
fact that those expressed by Mr. Kilbreth were reached without personal examina- 
tion of the accounts upon the ledger, while those stated in my Report embody the 
results of a very careful “ personal examination” of those accounts extending 
through a period of nearly a year and a half. 

“Within the last five years I see no good reason to complain of the general sys- 
tem of accounts, or the general accuracy and care with which the books have been 
kept.” —Page 44. 

“The business entries of the years 1862 and 1864, including also the Bindery 
and Periodical accounts of 1861, of which they speak on page 2, it must be ad- 
mitted are totally inexcusable as specimens of accounts. The closing entries of 
these years partake largely of the arbitrary, and are awkwardly executed. Isti- 
mated values, to some extent justified, we must admit, by the real or’ supposed 
effects of the war upon trade, supplanted and modified, in trregular and not well-ex- 
plained ways, subsisting figures. The work shows a great lack of competency, and 
presents really a confused record. I do not find, however, as a consequence of 
these things, that the Concern was made either richer or poorer. Its substance 
was not impaired by the careless clerical shapes into which it was wrought up. 
The same remark applies to the entry of November 30, 1868 (page 3,) ‘To Profit 
and Loss for correction of errors, $54,372 11,’ which we must admit was not a 
yery felicitous, though doubtless an honest, attempt to correct the closing entries of 
the former years.”— Page 45, 

In 1861 and 1862 the books were kept by Mr. Simpson, in 1864 by Mr. Partridge, 
and from 1866 to 1871 by Mr. Grant. 

In 1861 there was an interlineation of $10,964 in the Periodical Account; but 
it should be understood that the accounts of the Periodical Department are not un- 
der the supervision of the book-keeper of the Concern, that he could not have had 
personal knowledge of, and therefore was not responsible for, the propriety of the 
entry, and must have acted under instructions in making it. The book on which 
the original entry should be found is said to be lost. 

So also as to the closing entries of 1862, the date at which radical changes were 
made in the manner of keeping several of the accounts. That the books were in 
confusion is unquestionable; but in this instance also it is difficult to fix the re- 
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sponsibility for such confusion, because the leaf upon which should be found the 
original records pertaining to these closing entries has been removed from the Trial 
Balance-book. 

It is also due to Mr. Partridge to say that, while it is true that in 1864 the work 
“presents a confused record,” Mr. Kilbreth furnishes the sufficient explanation of 
such confusion when he says that “estimated values, to some extent justified, we 
must admit, by the real or supposed effects of the war upon trade, supplanted and 
modified, in irregular and not well-explained ways, subsisting figures;” that is, 
the “subsisting figures” were ‘supplanted and modified” in “irregular” ways, 
which ‘ partook largely of the arbitrary.” For example: In 1864 the Bindery in- 
ventory, as made up by the Superintendent, amounted to $161,641 08; it was so 
reported to the book-keeper, and he, properly, placed the amount to the credit of 
that account, and closed the books for the year, showing a profit of $18,908 39. 
Subsequently, after the books were closed and ruled off for the year, tle book- 
keeper learned that $23,162 89 had been deducted from the original amount, 
changing it to $138,478 19, and that this had been done “arbitrarily,” that is, ‘in 
a not well-explained way,’’ for the leaf which would have explained the change 
was cut out of the original inventory-book. An entry was made upon the ledger— 
all that could be done under the circumstances—to cancel the difference between 
the amount originally placed on the ledger and that shown in the inventory- 
book after ‘the subsisting figures had been in this irregular and not well-explained 
way supplanted and modified,” and the entry which was made did not show lack 
of competency, but was the proper one to be made. The book-keeper’s work was 
correctly done when he closed the books; the record was confused by the change 
in the footing of the inventory subsequently made by other parties, and it is hardly 
just to publish him to the Church as responsible for the consequent confusion. 

There was afterward an awkward and unnecessary entry, but it did not in the 
leaat affect the correctness of the books. 

“Within the last five years (1867-1871 inclusive) I see no good reason to com- 
plain of the general system of accounts, or the general accwracy and care with which 
the books have been kept.” 

That is, indeed, a most extraordinary statement! 

The question is not concerning the system of accounts—all admit that double 
entry is the proper system—but concerning tle practice, that is, the accuracy and 
care with which the books have been kept under that system; of this, in the period 
1867-1871 inclusive, Mr. Kilbreth says “I see no good reason to complain.” 

Truth compels me, Dr. Carlton, to say precisely the reverse; that is, I deliber- 
ately affirm that ‘‘ within the last five years” there is more to complain of in the 
“practice” than in the five previous years; that there are entries which manifest 
both an utter “‘ want of competency” and a deliberate purpose so to manipulate the 
accounts that they shall convey an incorrect impression concerning the business. 

Mr. Kilbreth’s declaration that he did not “see” reason to complain of such en- 
tries accords with the fact above stated, namely, that he did not personally and 
carefully examine the accownts upon the ledger ; or else implies that, while regard- 
ing such entries as perhaps “not very felicitous,” he is, nevertheless, not disposed 
“to complain” when the capital stock shown upon the ledger is $54,372 11 less 
than, according to the Profit and Loss account, its true amount, and when, for the 
purpose of making it show this amount, the accounts have been so manipulated that 
they give results entirely at variance with the facts. 

In regard to this entry of $54,372 11 in Capital Stock account, on November 
30, 1867, Mr. Kilbreth says: ‘‘ Any credit to Profit and Loss made prior to the 
time for closing the books, and having its corresponding debit, as it must, to some 
account other than Stock account, necessarily shows in the Profit and Loss ac- 
count as a profit. But a credit to Profit and Loss, when charged, as in this case 
to Stock Account, is simply the forgiveness of a debt due by Profit and Loss, and 
is entered as a loss, not as Mr. Gouge says, as a profit. It is a charge assumed by 
the proprietor (Stock), aud by a reduction of the Capital, Profit and Loss is to that 
extent set free!” The meaning of this extraordinary elucidation of the mystery 
of double entry is only this, namely, that entries so made cancel each other. 

But continuing the illustration, if the “proprietor” forgave the debt due by 
Profit and Loss, then he did not receive as much of the profit of his business as he 
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should have received by $54,372 11, which 1s precisely what has been proved in 
the “ Analysis,” ete. 

However, after all this show of kindness, ‘‘the proprietor, Stock,” turns out to 
have been only another one of many shabby fellows who enjoy a reputation for 
liberality to one at the expense of another; for while he forgave his debtor, Profit 
and Loss, he, on the same day, robbed his friend Merchandise, to whom he was 
indebted for nearly all he was worth, of precisely the same amount, or, as Mr. 
Kilbreth, in speaking of the inventories, enigmatically puts it (page 45), ‘the sum 
of $54,372 11 comes in to make havoc of quantities.” Why did not Mr. Kilbreth, 
so that the fact might be known, say, in intelligible terms, that this amount was 
subtracted from the inventory of “‘ Merchandise on hand,” and so made havoc of a 
quantity of the assets of the Concern? ; 
It is said (page 45) that this was an “attempt to correct the closing entries of 
the former years ”—of which years is not stated. 

But Mr. Grant says he “supposed” that his predecessor had, in 1865, made the 
queer mistake of putting into the Capital Stock account twice an amount which he 
intended to take out of it once, namely, the sum of $23,162 89, (although his pre- 
decessor had not made the ‘‘supposed”’ mistake;) and he further says that the 
remainder of this amount, namely, $8,046 33, was subtracted because there were 
“supposed errors” of that amount in the Depository accounts, (see his statement, 
Exhibit of 1867;) but of these ‘‘supposed errors” there is no record on any of the 
books; and when asked to inform me what errors he referred to, his reply was, “I 
made no record of them, cannot now remember them, and they will have to take 
my word that it was all right.” 

But, more remarkable still, on page 60 Mr. Kilbreth says, ‘‘ During the above 
interval (Dec. 31, 1860, to Nov. 30, 1866) there was taken off the value of Real 
Estate, $38,903 53, and off the valuation of Stock, the sum of $123,756 34. It 
strikes me that the reduction in values in the period above named was too great.” 

$123,756 34 is given as the aggregate of “reduction of values ;” but observe, the 
constituents of this aggregate are... ... ee cs cece ee ecees $69,384 23 

54,372 11 
—— $123,756 34; 


and, this being so, either the subtraction was made for the specific purpose of 
reducing the value of the assets, or else errors (whether in “closing entries of 
former years,” or “ supposed ” as above) were “corrected” by the convenient ex- 
pedient of deducting their amount from the value of the property of the Concern; 
and if the latter, it illustrates both the quality of the book-keeping and the trust 
worthiness of the books. ; 

- It is further said, (p. 50,) “ An analysis of the balancing entries from Dec. 31, 
1860, to Nov. 30, 1866, shows an aggregate loss for the six years of $27,609 68, 
leaving out of view the sum of $116,841 90 paid ont during that period by order 
of the General Conference for Bishops’ salaries and other disbursements. Counting 
these, the aggregate profit in said six years would appear to have been $89,232 22. 
This small show of profits results, I judge, from over-reduction of values.” 

I judge so too; but the ledger gives very different results, namely: 














Net Profit. Loss. Paid for G. C. Increase. Decrease, 
1861. $11,624 05 $21,019 98 $9,395 93 
1862. $29,618 56 11,855 15 41,473 71 
1863. 74,528 37 34,166 49 $40,361 88 
1864. 71,091 73 38,526 29 32,565 44 
1865. 30,281 42 24,867 81 5,413 61 
1866. 26,735 26 27,444 12 708 86 
$214,260 83 $157,879 84 $78,340 93 $58,578 50 
29,618 56 51,578 50 
Net profit.. $184,642 27 Net increase. .$26,762 43 


Paid, etc... 157,879 84 


—_— 





Not gain... $26,762 43—Arg. $4,460 sto 
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Mr. Kilbreth says that there was “(an aggregate loss” for the six 





VOaTS Of... cesses revewecanses cys wees eoeenesetes nies $27,609 68 
The ledger says ‘that there was an aggregate ‘profit for the six 

years of.......- RO OODOOSU0G Bo oOraeG GCS ais sie sciaetela tote teteumne 26,162 43 
Difference between Mr. Kilbreth and the ledger............+--+--- $54,372 11 


“This thing of book-keeping, at times, has a tendency to confuse even an 
expert.” 


‘Mr. Kilbreth says that, 
Counting the amount paid by order of G. C., there was an aggregate 


BORE OLS ER. Rab a Gro tine Ne) and, Lea nea $89,232 22 
The ledger says that the net increase (as above) was..... $26,762 43 
And the amount paid to Bishops, etc.......... scenes 157,879 84 184,642 27 
Difference between Mr. Kilbreth and the ledger........+.....- ...- $95,410 05 
Amount paid by order of General Conference, as per 
NEG ETc eto fan ec ceeiciete cle eto a taete eicia elevebreainiale eer ere tele ne $157,879 84 
Amount paid by order of General Conference, as per 
Mire Ka DRO thi sw erie stsls stovarevarece tele tieilers Agere ts eacien 116,841 90 41,037 94 
$54,372 11 





The fact is, ‘‘this inevitable sum of $54,372 11” illustrates the obscurity and 
manipulation which have characterized the hooks and accounts of the Concern, 
especially since 1866; for observe: 

lj. That there is not a record concerning it upon any of the books from which 
it can be ascertained what errors are referred to. 

2. The manner in which the entry was made, namely, that the profit on mer- 
chandise being $94,535 50, Merchandise was debited “to Profit and Loss” for only 
$40,163 39, and Stock ‘‘to Protit and Loss”’ for the remainder, $54,372 11, the effect 
of which was that, when the Stock account was credited ‘ by Profit and Loss ” for 
the net profit, $54,372 11 of this net profit was canceled by the previous debit 
“to Profit and Loss” of the same amount; that then a false date, “1866,” was in- 
terpolated to give the impression that this debit of Stock to Profit and Loss occurred 
in 1866, while the debit of Merchandise to Profit and Loss occurred in 1867— 
although it is manifest that it could not have been made in 1866 from the fact 
that it is a mere manipulation of the profit on merchandise for 1867, and also from 
the fact that it is found in Profit and Loss account among the entries under date 
of Nov. 30, 1867; and, finally, that this same amount was subtracted from the 
inventory of merchandise, so that Merchandise account would show the same 
amount of profit that stood to the credit of Profit and Loss, namely, $40, 163 39, 
instead of the true amount of $94,535 50, and that the “ Merchandise on hana” 
Sues be reduced by the same amount that had been subtracted from the Capital 

toc 

pee not that “ inevitable sum come in to make havoc of quantities ?’’) 

The statements as to its origin are contradictory, namely, that it was “an 
vey to correct the closing entries of former years,” that it was intended 
thereby to correct “supposed errors in the Depository accounts” and ‘“ supposed 
errors "ot the book-keeper in 1865, and that it was to effect a ‘reduction of 
values. 

4. The Church seeks an explanation, and is informed that the amount placed to 
the credit of Profit and Loss “ was entered as a loss,” that “ by the forgiveness of 
Stock, Profit and Loss was set free,” and that “in 1867 this inevitable sum came in 
to make havoc of quantities.” 

And so it remains that $54,372 11 was subtracted from the balance of Capital 
Stock account with no other explanation than the 34 words of the entry, “ For 
cor. of errors.” 
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Mr. Kilbreth gives 
Reductions in the value of stock, Dec. 1860, to Nov. 30, 1866...... $123,756 34 
Reductions in the value of real estate, Dec., 1860, to Nov. 30, 1866.. 38,903 53 





$162,659 87 

Add reduction in the value of real estate in 1859................. 17,2321 54 
$179,981 41 

There is shown on the ‘‘Statement,” etc., excess of subtractions..... 180,105 30 
Confirming the “Statement ’’ by the difference of only....... $123 89 














I have said that the subsidiary books afford very limited infor- 
mation concerning the ledger accounts. It is also true that even 
this limited information has been rendered untrustworthy by fre- 
quent additions to, and subtractions from, original valuations of 
the assets, without sufficient and, in some instances, without any 
~ explanation. 

In this connection I ask your attention to the irregularities re- 
ferred to in my former Report. 


I. As to the Capital Stock : : . 

1, A comparison of all such alternat® changes in the valuation of assets found 
upon the books from January, 1852, to November 30, 1869. discloses the fact that 
there was thus far, at the latter date, an excess of subtractions, or, in other words, 
an apparent deficit in the Capital Stock account amounting to $180,105 39, 

2, On that day there was, by advancing the valuation of certain assets, added 
to the balance of Capital Stock, in addition to the profit on the business of the 
year, the sum of $186,114 64. 

3. Notwithstanding such addition on November 30, 1869, there was, on 
November 30, 1871, an existing deficit in the Capital Stock of $54,372 11—that is, 
it was less by this amount than, according to the books, it should have been. 

TI. As to the Hahibits : 

1. A careful analysis of all the Exhibits from December 31, 1852, to Novem- 
ber 30, 1871, shows that they have not correctly informed the Annual Confer- 
ences of the condition and worth of the Concern. 

2. That in some instances the amount of assets have been understated, in 
others the amount of liabilities overstated, and in still others both the assets and 
the liabilities have been incorrectly stated. 


The evidence of these facts I have endeavored so to arrange in 
tabular form that it may be intelligible, and that its significance 
may be readily apparent. 

When, sir, at your request I commenced the examination “ of 
the accounts and business methods of the Book Concern,” you in- 
formed me, in writing, that “you wished to ascertain whether any 
fraudulent or corrupt acts or practices have obtained in the 
administration of the affairs of the Book Concern; to ascertain 
what disposition had been made of the moneys received, and 
whether all disbursements have been in the legitimate business of 
the house only ;” and also whether “any change is necessary in 
the business methods and arrangements of the house to secure the 
safe administration of its affairs; ” and that you wished the examin- 
ation to be “thorough and complete.” Itis theretore proper for me 
to say that the examination is not yet completed ; and, indeed, it 
must, as I have already stated, be manifest that a “thorough” 
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examination in the limited period of a little over one year, of the 
“books, accounts, and vouchers ” pertaining to a business large as 
that of the Book Concern, and extending “through the entire 
period of your agency ””—twenty years—has not been possible. 

As my work is simply professional, it has seemed to be my 
obvious and imperative duty to report to you whatever the books 
might disclose, and I have therefore directed your attention to the 
irregularities above indicated. Aware that my conclusions may 
be questioned, I submit also the evidence upon which they are 
based. 

There can be no difference of opinion as to the serious import 
of the “acts and practices” herein stated, or the results demon- 
strated by the accompanying evidence. I therefore submit them 
without comment for such explanation as their importance re- 


uires. Respectfully, ete. 
3 : ah ; Joun A. Gunn. 
May 15, 1872. ‘ 
———_+$eo—_—__—__ 
MISSIONS. 
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QUADRENNIAL REPORT OF THE GENERAL MISSIONARY 
COMMITTEE. 


RECEIPTS FROM THE ANNUAL CONFERENCES DURING THE 
YEARS 1868-1871. 





CONFERENCES. 1868. 1869. 1870. 1871. Total. 
Alabama....... aiatetoteleyersfetalelstetoiai=is i= $3 05 $622 80 $174 40 nee eee $800 25 
Baltimore. cise =eciacieicie see «wie - 17,176 70 29,231 27 29,984 42 $30,419 0T 106,761 46 
Black River....... «es» 10,881 05 4953 76 5,852 69 5,843 T4 26,981 24 
QAM POND. 5:2 iin Ho Fieje oid eieenierene obo) 1,866.95 4,672 04 2,941 71 8,571 21 13,051 91 
Central German......... se. 9,653 61 5,103 82 5,601 30 6,218. 38 22,577 1 
Central Illinois..........6.+ee..08 10,607 46 10,844 385 9,818 72 9,625 95 40,896 48 
Central New York, or Oneida..... 9,997 62 14104 97 15,129 82 18,585 98 57,768 39 
Gentral Obi0js. 20.4. 6ss ee. seme ne 10,208 52 10,908 57 +=611,153 40 11,852 18 44,117 67 
Central Penn., or East Baltimore.. 25,083 51 14,698 14 15,478 15 17,589 10 72,793 90 
Ube Thee se Nneoponooaan ana 20,530 89 16,480 75 17,237 45 16,847 81 73,046 90 
COlOrAd OR crete nie sie wie ietet- ela oie ain ciate 633 25 464 40 T6T 50 1,854 05 8,219 20 
Delaware. ...5.53-.502+00.s0nrsce> 821 11 47 18 Peso Bepeeies 661 74 


Des Moines...... . 8,862 18 5,632 87 8,835 41 8,488 32 16,768 73 
Detroit... vs sievssjes ovis «ee. 10,248 55 9,662 61 T,A55 27 8,506 72 85,868. 15 
Bast Genesee ......-...2.eeceeee - 11,183 94 11,286 91 12141 72 11,722 18 46,234 5 
HastiGermianisea.oscc csecteeree 4 1,383 06 1,545 82 1,910 95 2440 44 7,219 TT 
Kast Maine 















uGe Ssepnosad 16,554 91 16,267 00 17,216 83 17,848 64 67,887 38 
Genesee ......2..00 é 5,941 49 6,061 87 6,295 °38T 6,035 26 24,383, 99 
COLE IA ile cinim cieieretcieietarsiese 63 85 85 50 191 10 239 30 529, 25 
Germany and Switzerland easels DBU OT PTA tefoele vecitieteeracs 231 9T 
Holston.........-eee0ee 935. 70 1,367 60 1,020 48 879 55 4,203 33 


Minis 16,741 82 17,569 91 1684612 17,811 71 68,969 56 


india . eek, PNdbicraiwitenda © EIR B66 Fels at saa neta | Alea orerals eb reiefe es! 
Indian shies W099 OL 7,815. 91 7,756 22 8,873 91 81,745 95 
fowa ... oe eiietetne ws 5,923 73 6,910 64 6,742 85 6,847 46 25,924 18 
BEAD ABS sis obinfa'd stelb sinies fod oibietcle 1. 2,598 78 2,052 16 2,598 98 271T 58 9,962 50 
Kentucky ....ccscsscessessesenee © 1,481 45 «1.56259 1,479 161,741.98 «© 6,265 18 
Bexington:..u.2..4.2. ne'sjatesisiesdectet ait siatelereicteal SP AnEr ri B00) se oem 87 00 
Giberia Mission .......... oe oie viele + olbisied 2 selfs oem emacvens chiles eee nb asta pre 
Louisiana........... Abode sosaos 6 Toad Saas 17410 1,564 68 763 95 2,502 68 


MING oe cesesessceceeeeereesces BATE 264,641 49 4478.82 © «4,714. 18 19,808 70 


2,698 94 3,564 17 2,462 14 = 2,530 33 11,255, 58) 


2 
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CONFERENCES. 1868. 
AMIGMIGAN So oss elo geree oats $8,435 36 
Minnesota A 4,271 82 
Mississippi 238 63 
Missouri and Arkansas ...... ecsee 4,494 16 
Nebraska .......... SM chores erate 745 15 
Nevada ..... Rratetetehe a ticts ele cic Bietale 831 80 
Newark ..... eiata, reteveisicia civlreie mayer 17,029 “6 
New England.. Mi eegibgieeeists stsiee sen 22,091 18 
Wew Gaimpshire’.....5....0..c000 5,555 41 
ENG WHUETEOY.< seteieie sisicisino)s sieisicisiog/ne 15,811 45 
INOWE MORK AR erred seine cicinie sie aaehe 80, 764 14 
New York East... 81,055 10 
BVOMUMONTOMMO Sirit-ccciesciacnis.ctegl tom clon uantne 
Worthindiana® 22... 920.6. ecscaae 11.831 42 
BOVE MNO ire eee he loasine'ee ap eeie 11,167 80 
North-west German...... 8,305 98 
North-west Indiana .. 7,283 42 
athe west Wisconsin .. 128 50 

Dvclskeiipfelapsiteieissalainia etelaetsiei nen nies 20,084 63 
Oneida: (see Central New York). ok Pexooaa-toe 
COSYeE TG Os Sr een eae ee eos 1,063 04 
Philadelphia vocetese dened Some Ae 50,000 00 
Pittsburgh 30.434 87 
Providence 10,803 77 
Rock River 15,069 86 
BAUME OUIS) eaten cevciscleis aie bestia ook Sao aie aire 
Bouth Carolina 679 66 
South-eastern Indiana 7,887 98 
Southern Illinois...........eee0 6,683 11 
South-west German .......... Anis 8,818 59 
MOHMESSCS! |. - Viale lwinwe cies cis seis ere.) Aeaane 
OMMB Cn c/s se 
EPO! craslciacn)s 
Upper Iowa 
Vermont ..... 

WATERS Cee cee Ge caiisan 

Washington....... aia sts (clsictal cies siete 807 00 
MVCRUANOLOTMIAY cer ncy.csc lec cmon 2,811 75 
West Wisconsin .....-----.----.- 4,806 70 
WVSIGIRE LON Gee creas cit tbiene te ma ena 
BV ISCOMEIN tie ereiielertio.s Si naiplere 7,489 82 
WyOMiN Gis sae oe ps alco an Aare 6,013 20 


1869. 
$9,558. 88 
4,102 98 
1,737 60 
823 30 
480 00 
19,734 39 
19,180 92 
5,551 50 
16,811 14 
93.898 58 
38,999 96 
43 42 
8917 S6 
11,971 47 
4,328 91 
6,646 77 


10,968 82 


Dil 78 

909 21 
3,012 66 
4,409 77 
5,000 00 
8.199 28 





1870. 


1871. 


$8,417 05 $8,341 18 
4,235 99 47 50 
255 00 569 00 
1,798 60 1,808 76 
920 60 907 05 
200 00 829 75 
17,320 06 18,220 35 
17,152 60 22'367 50 
5,694 25 5,756 10 
16,466 15 17,431 17 
38,261 73 38,891 21 
83,511 88 41,280 21 
811 05 272 75 
7,918 65 9,270 96 
11,341 97 11,999 11 
4359 91 4,688 98 
612128 5,751 98 


45,015 00 46,245 72 
19.637 67 24,604 04 
10,996 92 111598 28 


4975 51 «5,978 74 
641 44 bus 81 


1.066 59 


3,844 $6 8,255 80 
8,666 23 = 3,455 89 
9,580 27 5,981 49 
6,782 21 6,858 57 
9,026 54 = 11, 069 97 11 938 81 
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Total, 
$34,752 87 
12,657 79 
1,062 63 
9,829 12 
8,396 10 
1,291 05 
72 304 06 
80.792 20 
22,557 26 
66,019 91 
126,815 66 
189,796 65 
627 22 


16,628 78 
25.803 45 

123 50 
76,760 75 


20, 511 76 
29, 829 $8 
38, 048 52 


Total Receipts from Conferences $575,6 624 90 90 $575, 307 48 48 $576,774 10 $603,421 70 $2,330,818 18 











Miscellaneous. 
Legacies ...... anaes secsceee ees» $11,909 36 $29,618 21 $12,194 45 $11,456 41 
Bible Society.............+005 vee. 8,500 00 «-:16,477 50 «= 8,207 50:6 462. 50 
Bundries........... Te oe Ae 10,627 43 1421092 5,775 22 8581 14 
otal eae) ac aan nee en $81,086 79 $60,806 63 $26,177 17 $26,500 05 
RECAPITULATION. 


Total of Receipts from Conferences 
“ 


UCP AGIOS oy cicsin/c aU Te jaleivis'si<ls © sisigivipipitain'cie'c sis'e.s'e atets! 
aE DLO OCIOUY ea teciisisiep ie *eisiok Kicmeia pielers +<)sinleiote'ls 


“&  Miscellaneous......00....- 


Grand Total of Receipts cic wices cenicpumsecrevicccccse 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


].—Foreign Missions. 






1869. 
Mihereiccccesnensee dec sesso, »»-- $12,825 00 
South America.....- bee Rtidteg see» 10,046 00 
Ghind ...-.. 2 eee eee reece Base tie 1 OU,02000 
Germany and Switzerland . .. 27,500 00 
Scandinavia ,....--- Secon ae .. 21,085 92 
dines oe cnet ce ace ereesae 10150840 


1870. 
$11,000 00 
7,228 00 
26,370 00 
22,500 00 
19/667 12 
68,328 00 


1871. 


$9,000 00 
9,204 00 
27,480 00 
93,250 00 
93,726 12 
67,752 00 


$2,330,318 18 
6 43 


LT 


89,647 50 
89/194 71 


$2,474,338 82 


1872. 
$8,500 00 
9,570 00 
21783 87 
26,000 00 
QT 213 02 
78,824 00 


$65,178 48 
39,647 50 
89,194 71 


$144,020 64 


Total. 
$41,325 00 
86,048 00 
118,558 87 
99.250 00 
91,642 18 
267,272 1 
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1869. 1870, 1871. 1872. 
Bulgaria fei... occ denis sie oes vis cieiwinin $7,490 02 $8,499 40 $7,920 00 $2,000 00 


Italy, $10,000, $10,000, $5,000; 
Spain, $5,000; Cuba, $5,000; 
Mexico, $10,000, $10,000, $5,000; 











New Granada, $1,000........ ete | BLLOOO L008 Ree ateeiere 20,000 00 20,000 00 
MVEA co ale.s a orelte ajela’e 16 #\e\n,stofereiataqets Gi Vaiate eredatrtntel ln era(etelaleletes| uh wtsgn sisieisy=/= 10,000 00 
SEXCHAU GO co sFe sa elel ne SeRE OS 80,680 59° 58,484 41 95,866 42 47,597 68 

PROtal «tection Ceres nee dearer $275,866 7S $222,027 93 $224,198 54 $198,890 49 


ll.—Foreign Populations. 


Welsh..:.,... $150 00 $150 00 $150 00 $150 00 
Scandinavian . 10,900 00 11,600 00 12,000 00 18,800 0 
German!s 0. «cic 83.600 00 35,100 00 36,000 00 = 87,500 00 
WOHINGSO eintere sie cere ate 7,500 00 28000 00 9,000 00 4,000 00 














Total for Foreign Populations $52,150 00 $69,850 00 $57,150 00 $55,450 00 





lil.—Indian Missions. 


Indian Missions.............-:+=+ $5,800 00 $5,940 00 $4,090 00 $4,150 00 
I1V.—American Domestic Missions. 
CONFERENCES. 
Mabamacuc cnt eeaee eee eee $12,000 00 $11,000 00 $11,000 00 $11,000 00 
Baltimore: accnoucack se fakaoeeent 10,000 00 9,000 00 ~=—- 8,000 00 -~—- 8,000 00 
Black River.......- Sane PORE 800 00 800 00 1,000 60 ~—‘1,200 00 







WalifOrniAsre.. < ceieinieine\a\e\c w/elate eiaterainis 5,000 00 4,000 00 4.000 00 . 5,000 00 
Central Illinois. . te 800 00 800 00 1,000 00 1,000 00 
Central New York sa 1,000 00 800 00 800 00 800 00 





MSntral/ONOevecwscisediseaesineree 2,000 00 1,000 00 1,500 00 1,500 00 
Central Pennsylvania,.......-.... 2,000 00 1,500 00 1,500 00 1,500 00 
Cincinnatl. Awsces ce ciscioeste cues 2,000 00 1,800 00 1,800 00 1,800 00° 
Wolorados. csnecewtenstceccese nen: 10,000 00 10,000 00 9,000 00 8,000 00 
Delaware <.cctscseeae ASHE Cer 1,800 00 1,800 00 1,800 00 1,600 00 
Des Moines......- BACB GAT DO cae 4,000 00 8,800 00 8,800 00 8,800 00 
IDEtroltcn tesco piece erie epsitie 8,000 00 2,800 00 3,000 00 8,000 00 
East Genesee 500 00 500 00 500 00 500 00 
Washi Maine cv nu lcerises nesee osces 2.400 00 2,400 00 8,000 00 8,000 00 
MipiOeelste cine eines Rt MOnOA OOO RnSS 1,500 00 1,200 00 2,000 00 2,000 00 
Genesee .......-... 500 00 S00 00 800 60 S00 00 
Geargisinticcsn-ccciien nee o/aeaines © 12,000 00 11,000 00 11,000 00 11,000 00 
MUOLSUON Necistatvcicieanisrersitisimsicinas erin 10,000 00 9,000 00 9,000 00 9,000 00 
RANGA Wena corctoiesielss ninicieiaiewsie v clon 1,000 00 800 00 1,000 00 1,000 00 





ENGIANA wsiccceicicisaise scesieeceinse . 750 00 700 00 700 00 = 1,000 00 
Iowa ...... . nAase 800 00 600 00 600 00 800 00 















Kansas... = 8,000 00 7,000 00 6,000 00 7,000 00 
Reengueky tow ssc ctiaclecis.ce sete mear 10,000 00 8,500 00 =§,000 00 ~— 8,000 00 
ERAN COM sre ok Sa vais croeis vise aeisec nto uence 1,000 00 = 1,000 00 1,000 00 
POUIBISHS yas ears -cieyercice se ROE Eee 9,000 00 = 8,000 00 -—. 9,000 00 9,000 00 
MAING chriseetemsetnes a pemernes 1,800 00 2,000 00 2,500 00 2,500 00 
Rilohi an wes: sorts cee oseieinin ston 8,000 00 = 2,800 00 8,000 00 8,000 00 
DMURTIBLCS OCH) cine loveieisisio|eieoisvavvee siete 6,000 00 5,500 00 6,000 00 8,000 00 
Mississippi. +... -..c.0e, SadAdor 9,000 00 8,000 00 9,000 00 10,000 00 
WEISS OUT Eterm cces caste cle eieie avivincietaence 7,000 00 7,000 00 7,000 00 6,000 00 
INGDIESK Rice cp teclishi cenisiseisicicinen iste 5,000 00 =. 000 00 5,000 00 5,000 00 
Nevada.... ... Seay 4,000 00 2,800 00 8,400 00 8,400 00 
INe@Watky: «e nmisj-atornee« : - 2,500 00 2,200 00 2,200 00 ~=-2,200 00 
New England ........ 4.000 00 4,000 00 4,000 00 4,000 00 
New Hampshire .... 2,000 00 2,000 00 2,500 00 2,590 00 
New Jersey ...... 1,800 00 1,800 00 2,200 00 2,200 00 
New York,... se 6,000 00 ~=5,000 00 5,000 00 5,500 00 
New. York East... ..0cccessevcceis 6,000 00 5,000 00 5,000 06 5,000 00 
North Carolina..:......-.2.sssces 10,000 00 10,000 00 10,000 00 10,000 00 
Worthy indiana acme aise ee ears 700 00 700 00 700 00 700 00 
NorthiOhiomesnccectencesce Biche 700 00 700 00 700 00 1,000 00 
North-west Indiana 700 06 700 00 1,000 00 1,000 00 
OMIOV sc ectechastias sss 1,500 00 1,000 00 1,500 00 1,500 00 
Oferonscieectene ne, Aa 8,000 00 2,500 00 4,000 00 4,500 00 
Eehilnde) phlei stercc)oninin «/-/~ eae ess 5,000 00 =. 000 00 5,000 00 5,000 00 
Pittsburgh ... eae eetas 2,500 00 2,200 00 2.200 00 2,200 00 
Providence: coe ies dsacetcatele 2,000 00 2,000 00 2,500 00 2,500 00 
Bock River... ..00+2seesreesccas 2.500 00 2,200 00 2,200 00 2,200 00 
Saint Louis......... Asboouncccmon 17,000 00 15,000 00 14,700 00 13,000 00 


15,000 00 14,000 00 14,000 00 14,000 00 
ndie te 500 00 500 00 = =.1,000 00 = 1,090 00 
Southern Illinois----,............ 1,600 00 «1,800 00 1,400 00 1,400 00 





(1872. 


Total. 
$25,909 42 


61,000 00 
10,000 00 
222'579 0D 


$968,580 27 





$600 00 
48,300 00 
142,200 00 
43,500 00 


$234,600 00 


$19,980 00 


$45,000 00 
85,000 00 
8,800 00 
18,000 00 
8,600 00 
3,400 00 
6,000 00 
6.500 00 
7,400 00 
87,000 00 
7,000 00 
15,400 00 
11,800 00 
2,000 00 
10,800 00 
6,700 00 
2,900 00 
45,000 00 
87,000 00 
8,800 00 
8,150 00 
2,800 00 
28,000 00 
34,500 00 
3,000 00. 
35,000 00 
8,800 00 
11,800 00 
25,500 00 
86,000 00 
27,000 00 
20,000 00 
13.600 00 
9,100 00 
16,000 00 
9,000 00 
8,000 00 
21,500 00 
21,000 00 
40,000 00 
2,800 00 
3,100 00 
8,400 00 
5,500 00 
14,000 00 
20,000 00 
9.100 00 
9,000 00 
9,100 00 
59,000 00 
57,000 00 
8,000 00 
5,700 00 
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Seance cegt debe 1869. 1870. 1871. 1872. 
Tennessee . teteeceeee cece sees $13,000 00 $12,000 00 $12,000 00 $12,000 00 
PRON ABS Se ratnoe Rigsaeii ie boa cya 9,000 00 8,000 00 8,000 00 9,000 00 
Troy .. RSoSS aide BOC eae 2,000 00 * 8.000 00 8,000 00 8,000 00 
Upper i Iowa . BSc One oS 1,500 00 =: 1,500 00 ~=—- 2,000 00 ~— 2,000 00 
Vermont Rasa oaaee eine linens 1,600 00 1,500 00 2,000 00 2,000 00 
Vieinia.) (25 le hee eleverataie! malnun Savers 16,500 00 15,000 00 15,000 00 15,000 00 
Washington ettekaltetste etches a 8,000 00 - 8,400 00 8,500 00 3,400 00 
West Virginia . cites ; 6,000 00 5,500 00 5,500 00 5,500 00 
West Wisconsin 4,000 00 4,000 00 4,000 00 4,000 00 
Wilmington .... ; 5,000 00 5,000 00 5,000 00 5,000 00 
Wisconsin ..... 3,000 00 8,000 00 8,000 00 8,000 00 
BWAROUNIT Ot batterie sectcsoeocce ee 1,000 00 800 00 800 00 800 00 
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Total. 


$49,000 00 
34,000 00 
11,000 00 

7,000 00 
7,100 00 
61,500 00 
13,200 00 
22,500 00 
16,000 00 
20,000 00 
12,000 00 
38,400 00 





Total American Domestic Miss.. $297,250 00 $274,200 00 $281,500 00 $286,300 00 $1,139,250 0 00 


Missions 1n Trerritortss to be ad- 
ministered as Foreign Missions: 
Arizona, $2,000, $2. 000, $3,000; 
Idaho, $3.000, $2,000, 3.000; 
Montana, $7, 000, $10, 000, $7. 0003 
$5,000 ; Utah, $1. 1,000, $8, v00, 
$2.000, $3, 000. - $14,000 00 $18,000 00 $18,000 00 $17,000 00 

MISCELLANEOUS: Contingent Fund, 
$25,000, $25,000, $25, 000, $25,000 ; 
Incidental, $15, 00, $15 5,000, $15,- 
000, $20.0; Office Expenses, 
$15,000, $15,000, $15,000, $15,000: 
Missionary Advocate, $25,000, 


$20,000, $25,’ 00, $15, v0. +» _75,fCO0 00 75,000 00 80,000 00 +=75,000 00 
To pay Drafts not yet matured... -. 129,983 22 189,482 OF 10,942 51 nopowor 
RECAPITULATION. 


Horeien’Missions=/../=./7. (01+ erisiels\sivelsapestee Selscisyea dele dae eS U4O 00129 
For Exchange eee aiecceneieleiice 222,579 05 





For Foreign Populations .. jo SBEO eno GcACoEeeE a 234,600 00 
For Indian Missions ............... iia SWNLTANS os aan ae de 19,980 00 
American D.mestic.. «+» 1,189,250 00 
Missions in Territories administered a8 ‘Foreign n Missions. 62,000 00 
Wontinwent sateelncieedeacts cm saliemnicc sale ewan ceneeienes mn CO! 000100 
Incidental. Fede BORGO Ge OC UN ReTED. CHOA HEAT OO HAAG Ch, 65,000 00 
OMECO selec sccm se leva uiclsia,s(ezale, oicieia(s/olevslistalsiole ic sis-aisig'cle lea 60,000 00 
Missionary Advocate ........c0cecseccceceseccsess waren 80,000 00 

Ota: ‘elseicise a eters niselaialcralclateetelsisistels'e.s]siaic’e/esevcie + $2,728,610 27 


‘ 


$62,000 00 


305,000 00 
280,857 80 


RECAPITULATION OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE YEARS — 





1869-1872. 
—Foreign Missions. 
eiberiginetc. cs anis wee AAjetninis aralabiei pit $12,825 00 $11,000 00 $9,000 00 $5,000 00 
South America...... cteversia/uinialesersis 10,046 00 7.228 00 9,204 00 9,570 00 
Chita. ssas ecacde ns Serer Tee 87,920 50 56,870 00 27,480 00 21,783 387 
ScandiMaviar oicsaisjescedin genes oe ae ae Ee la os Aaee Ne 
ds apes dcoeea BN ee 2.501) 3, 5 

eee en @ 5: si seveeees 54,368 75 68,828 00 67,752 00 73,824 00 
BUCA senate cmersie sAR\b'secjeidve es 7,490 02 8,499 40 7,920 00 2,000 00 
TIGERS sckos daca se ea Oe Eade OOD OO) eee teed 10,000 00 10,000 co 
Mexico . eibiersicietelo¥etelatclatnyeiabiie. es D000 [00a arcteri ssc 10,000 0) 10,000 00 
Naw Granadacs co seicn ccloacetens TEOUORO DS Mesa neecns Aneel mares 
Spaliiecsers cs sresesioe ftelen 5,050 00 Sar cralesete 
Cuba.. 5,00 0 00 meee 
eae 66,630" 59 BABE di 85,800 47507 GB 


Shy 325 00 


25, 000 00 
25. 000 00 
1 ai 00, 00 
5, 000 00 
5,000 00 
10.000 00 
222.579 05 











Total.. .....ee-eceseeceveee+e $215,866 68 $222,026 93 $224,198 54 $246,488 02 


Il.—Foreign Populations. 


Wrelhweiid.coo herd ai secesceceesese $150 00 $15000 $15000 $150 00 
Scandinavian ....... seseeseasenee 10,900 00 11,600 00 12,000 00 18,800 00 
German 83,600 00 35,100 00 36,000 00 87,500 00 
Chinese .... 7,500 00 ° 23,000 60 9,000 00 4,000 co 


Totals. cccsccsceceeconceorsee $02,150) 00 $69,850 00 00 $07,150 00 $55,450 00 















$968,580 27 


$600 00 
48,300 00 
142,200 00 
43,500 00 


$284,600 00 
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lll.—Indian Missions. 


1869. 1870. 1871. 1872. Total. 
Indian Missions.......+.-+++006 . $5,800 00 $5,940 00 $4,090 00 $4,153 00 $19,680 00 


I1V.-American Domestic. 
American Domestic Missions .... $297,250 00 $274,700 00 $281,500 00 $285,800 00 $1,189,250 00 


V.—Missions in Territories. 
Missions in Territories .......... $14,000 00 $13,000 00 $13,000 00 $22,000 00 $62,000 00 


VI.—Miscellaneous. © 


Contingent Fund...........eseee $25,000 09 $25,000 00 $25,000 00 $25,000 00 $100,000 00 

Encidbritals sa scence ee eae 20,000 00 15,000 00 15,000 00 15,000 00 —- 65,000 00 

Office Expenses................. 15,000 00 15,000 00 15,000 00 15,000 00 60,000 00 

Missionary Advocate ............ 1500000 25,000 00 20,000 00 20,000 00 80,000 00 

To meet Drafts coming due...... 129,983 22 189,482 07 10,942 51 ......... 280,357 80 
—_—_-4¢e—____ 
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QUADRENNIAL REPORT OF THE CORRESPONDING SECRE- , 
TARY OF THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION OF THE METHOD- 
IST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. ; 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE ASSEMBLED IN Brooxityn, NEw 
York, May, 1872. 


Dear Fatuers anp Breruren: The object of the Sunday-School 
Union is thus defined in the second article of its Constitution: 
“To promote the cause of Sabbath-schools in connection with the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and in such other spheres of Chris- 
tian labor as, in the judgment of the Board of Managers, may 
have claims upon its charity, and thus, by a careful training of 
those who may be under its influence, seek to promote the glory 
of God and the happiness of mankind.” 

The Sunday-School Union reports to this General Conference a 
thorough and effective system of operations. Its work is per- 
formed through four distinct departments, each under the direction 
of a responsible and competent Committee: 1. Taz Department 
oF BENEVOLENCE, the objects of which are, (1) The organization 
of Methodist Episcopal Sunday-schools in localities where no such 
organizations exist; (2) The supply of needy schools with books 
and requisites, 2. Tae DepartTMENT oF Pup.ications, which 
was divided by the last General Conference into two sections— 
one, that of the “Sunday-School Advocate” and Library Books, 
under the editorial supervision of Dr. Daniel Wise; and that of 
the “Sunday-School Journal,” books of instruction, and other 
Sunday-school requisites, under the editorial direction of the Cor- 
responding Secretary of the Union. 3. Tue DrparrmenT oF 
Insrruction, the objects of which are, (1) The training of Sunday- 
school officers and teachers for their work; (2) The aiding and 
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urging of Sunday-school scholars to study more systematically 
and thoroughly the Word of God and the Catechisms of the 
Church. 4. Tue Dupartment or Sunpay-Scuoon Sratistrcs 
AND GENERAL InFrormatTIon, whose duty it is, as specified by the 
By-Laws of the Society, “to devise means for securing complete 
statistical returns from the Sunday-schools of our Church, and to 
collect full reports concerning the condition and progress of the 
Sunday-school work in all parts of the world.” 

To the General Conference in Chicago, May, 1868, the Sunday- 
School Union reported 15,292 Sunday-schools, 171,695 officers and 
teachers, 1,083,525 scholars, and for the four years from 1864 to 
1867 inclusive, 119,423 conversions. 

To this General Conference (May, 1872) the Union reports: 
17,244 schools, an increase for the quadrennium of 1,952 schools; 
192,197 officers and teachers, increase, 20,522; total number of 
scholars of all ages, 1,197,674; increase, 114,149. The whole num- 
ber of conversions reported for four years, from 1868 to 1871 in- 
clusive, 181,237, an increase over the former four years of 61,809. 
The average attendance of officers, teachers, and scholars for the 
past year was 64 per cent., or about 897,495. 

More than 19 per cent. of our scholars, or about 234,103, are in 
the infant classes. 

eae than 36 per cent., or about 433,882, are over fifteen years 
of age. 

More than 44 per cent., or about 528,965, are under fifteen, but 
not in the infant classes. 

More than 80 per cent. of the officers and teachers, and a little 
more than 25 per cent. of the scholars in our Sunday-schools are 
Church-members or probationers. 

During the past four years more than 5,000 grants have been 
made to schools in seventy-two different Conferences in the United 
States, and in Germany, India, and Liberia. These grants amount to 
$55,784 51. The Executive Committee has also donated $1,309 56 
to aid the Sunday-school work in prisons, soldiers’ homes, asylums, 
almshouses, and among the freedmen of the South. More than 
500,000 pages of a large and beautiful “ Lesson Tract” have been 
distributed during the past year among the Southern Conferences. 
In response to the suggestion and request of our Board, the Tract 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church united in this impor- 
tant movement, and added a page, entitled “'The Home Paper,” 
for every “ Lesson Tract” sent out by the Union. 

The Rev. James 8. Ostrander was elected by the Board of the 
Sunday-School Union, in April, 1870, as its General Agent, with 
the understanding that he should organize and develop a Sunday- 
School Sales Department in connection with the Book Concern, at 
the same time rendering service in the field as conductor of Insti- 
tutes, and as representative of the Sunday-School Union in the 
Churches. One halt of his salary was to be paid by the Book Con- 
cern. At the end of six months the Concern, disapproving of a 
separate “ department,” declined longer to continue the engage- 
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ment, and Mr. Ostrander was employed by the Board for a special 
service as General Agent. His engagement expired April 30, 
1872. Mr. Ostrander rendered valuable service to the Union, espe- 
cially in the Southern fields. He labored in thirty different States 
and within the bounds of twenty-six Annual Conferences, having 
attended sixty-four Sunday-School Conventions and Institutes, 
visited over five hundred Sunday-schools, distributed ten thousand 
six hundred and twenty-five specimens of our Sunday-school pub- 
lications, traveling in the performance of these duties over twenty- 
two thousand miles. 

The Corresponding Secretary, during the past four years, in ad- 
dition to editorial labors, has delivered three hundred and thirty- 
three Sunday-school lectures and addresses, visited and addressed 
thirty-one Annual Conferences, held or attended eighty-four con- 
ventions and societies, comprising in all three hundred and twenty- 
nine sessions, traveling fifty-five thousand six hundred and twenty- 
eight miles in twenty-six of the States and Territories. 

The “Sunday-School Journal,” June 1, 1868, had a circulation 
of 18,500; May 1, 1872, its regular issue is 60,000 copies, an in- 
crease of 41,500 in four years. 

The “Picture Lesson Paper,” for infant scholars, was commenced 
January 1, 1870, Its present circulation is 39,000 copies. 

The “ The Berean Lesson Leaf” was commenced January, 1870. 
Its present circulation is 445,000 copies. 

Several valuable volumes for the use of Sunday-school teachers, 
together with cards, tracts, maps, etc., have been published during 
the past four years. Specimens of these publications are herewith 
forwarded for examination by the Committee on Sunday-Schools. 

The normal class movement has been prosecuted with marked 
and most gratifying success under the auspices of the “ Department 
of Instruction.” Pastors are rapidly becoming more interested in 
the important work of training teachers for the Sunday-schools, and 
several seminaries of learning have adopted the course of “ reading 
lectures and study” presented by our Normal Department. Cer- 
tificates and diplomas have been issued to a large number of 
graduates. : 

The best and richest results of the labors and benefactions of the 
Sunday-School Union during the past four years are not revealed 
in the figures above reported, although these are sutticiently re- 
markable to give occasion for devout gratitude to our heavenly 
Father. As judged by them, never before was our beloved Union 
in so prosperous a condition. Its literature, its finances, its record 
of personal effort, are all indicative of strength and holy enterprise. 
But in the testimony every day received to the increased interest 
of the people, old and young, in the study of the word of God, 
I find the best assurance that our Union is fulfilling its mission 
in seeking to “promote the glory of God and the happiness of 
mankind.” 

I now desire to suggest as worthy of your godly consideration a 
few important moditications, by which, in my judgment, the in- 
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terests of the Union, and thus of the Church it is designed to aid, 
may he promoted. 

1. The statistical returns, to which attention has already been 
called, show that more than thirty-six per cent. of our Sunday- 
school scholars are over fifteen years of age. Many of them are 
full-grown men and women. The increasing interest of the people 
at large in the study of the word of God must continue to attract 
a still greater number to our schools. This being the state of the 
case, it becomes imperative that a higher class of periodical litera- 
ture be provided for circulation through the Sunday-school. At 

. present the “ Picture Lesson Paper” meets the wants of the infant 
scholars, The “Sunday-School Advocate” is adapted to an older 
class of juveniles, but is of necessity too much of a child’s paper for 
the use of young pvople of twelve or fifteen years or upward. The 
“Sunday-School Journal,” which is designed for teachers and young 
people, is too limited in size, and is published too infrequently, to 
meet the wants of the 433,882 scholars over fifteen years of age 
now upon our rolls. 

What the work demands at present is an inexpensive weekly 
paper, in size of" page and style of execution not unlike “ Appleton’s 
Journal of Literature, Science, and Art.” Eight pages a week, 
unstitched, on good calendered paper, admitting a page of adver- 
tisements, may be so published as to place a copy in the hands of 
every scholar at a comparatively low figure. This paper might be 
so pubjished that schools preferring semi-monthly copies could order 
them as they now do the “Sunday-School Advocate.” It is quite 
clear to me, that if the Missionary Society, the Tract Society, and 
the Sunday-School Union could be induced to make annual grants 
to such weekly paper, in consideration of monthly or more frequent 
articles, attractive in style and calculated to further the ends of 
these organizations, the cheapening of the paper and its wider cir- 
culation would tend to advance the interests which each of these 
benevolent societies is appointed to promote. I name this feature 
of the plan with firm faith in its advantages, but with little expecta- 
tion of its adoption. It would not be ditticult to make this weekly 
equally adapted to the juvenile and the senior scholars of our 
Sunday-Schools. 

2. ‘he immense business carried on by the Book Concern, and 
the limited space to which it is confined, renders it difficult for the 
clerks to give that prominence to our Sunday-school books and req- 
uisites which they deserve, and which other publishers of Sunday- 
school works give to their issues, and by which the circulation of 
our own publications might be largely increased. With the largest _ 
variety of Sunday-school books and requisites published in the 
United States, we have actually no one place to which visitors and 
customers may be invited to inspect them, With a Sunday-school 
department more perfectly organized than any other in the world, 
our requisites, helps, etc., are, from sheer necessity, packed away 
in drawers. Instead of showing visitors from all sections of the 
country who visit us a collection of the best Sunday-school helps 
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of our own and of all other publishing houses in America and 
Europe, we are compelled to send inquirers for these appliances to 
Mr. Van Lennep or to the American Sunday-School Union. I 
sincerely hope that in your wisdom you may see fit in some prac- 
ticable way to provide for a “Sales Department of Sunday-School 
Requisites,” which shall meet the demand. 

3. The importance of catechetical training in order to the estab- 
lishment of our children and youth in the fundamental doctrines 
of the Church was never more strongly felt than now by those 
who are especially charged with the education of the young. I 
regard this as one of the good results of the modern Sunday-school , 
movement. It is felt, how widely I cannot say, but by many rep- 
resentative men among us, that the time has’ now arrived for a 
thorough revision of our Church Catechisms. The recent publi- 
cation, by your authority, of Dr. Nast’s German Catechisms, and 
their translation into English, have had something to do in creat- 
ing the demand already indicated. I therefore suggest that a 
committee be appointed for the purpose of revising the Catechisms ; 
the plan to contemplate three editions—for the infant, the juvenile, 
and the senior scholars respectively ; the work of ‘this committee 
to receive the approval of the Bishops before publication. 

4, Some action should be taken by which the discrepancies now 
occurring between the statistical reports of the Genéral Minutes 
and those of the Union may be avoided. Take for example the dif- 
ference between the two reports in this single item—“ the number 
of Sunday-schools:” in 1868 the General Minutes reported 15,885 
schools, the Union reported 16,034, a difference of 149 schools. In 
1869 the difference was 200. In 1870 it was 472. In 1871 it was 
311. In the number of scholars the discrepancy is more marked. 

The difficulty arises from the fact that two reports are required 
upon five of the items specified in the statistical list of the Sunday- 
School Union. I respectfully suggest that by requiring every 
preacher in charge to make a full report to the Quarterly and An- 
nual Conferences of all the items on the Sunday-School Union list, 
and to make but the one report, the difficulty would be obviated. 

The Discipline, as it is now framed, calls for a certain report to 
the Annual Conference. (See question 5, Part I, chap. i, see. 
2, pages 52-54.) In this report five of the items in the Sun- 
day-school list are specifically mentioned. They are as follows: 
“Amount collected for the Sunday-School Union; Number of 
Sunday-schools; Number of officers and teachers; Number of 
scholars; Number of volumes in library.” These questions usually 
receive a satisfactory answer. The other questions, together with 
these five, are implied but not stated in another call for reports, 
(see Discipline, Part II, chapter ii, pages 103, 104,) where the 
preacher in charge is ordered to “lay before the Quarterly Con- 
ference, at each quarterly meeting, to be entered on its journal, a 
written statement of the number, state, and average attendance of 
the Sunday-schools in the circuit or station, and to report the 
same to the Annual Conference according to the form published 
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by the Sunday-School Union of the Methodist Episcopal Church,” 
etc. Now, as this “ form” nowhere appears in the Discipline, it is 
not surprising that many of its items should go unreported ; nor is 
it surprising that when a “blank” is at last secured, unless the 
former “General Minutes” report is at hand for reference and com- 
parison, the second record should materially differ from the first. 
The one goes to the “General Minutes,” the other to the “Sun- 
day-School Union,” and the discrepancy is irremediable. I re- 
spectfully suggest that but one report be required; that it be 
called for in all the items as the five are now called for; and that 
_ to accomplish this desirable result the Discipline be so altered that 
after the words, “ Number of volumes in library,” (Part II, chap. i, 
sec. 2, page 54,) the following questions be inserted : 


Number of scholars fifteen years and over? 

Number of scholars under fifteen, except infant class? 

Number of scholars in infant class? 

Average attendance of officers and teachers in whole school? 

Total expenses of the school this year? 

Number of ‘Sunday-School Advocates” taken? 

Number of “Sunday-School Journals” taken ? 

Number of officers and teachers who are Church-members or probationers ? 
Number of scholars who are Church-members or probationers? 

Number of conversions this year? 


5. Notwithstanding the disciplinary rule requiring every preach- © 
er in charge (page 105) “to take an annual collection in each of 
his appointments in behalf of the Sunday-School Union,” a large 
number of our preachers still neglect this important interest. Out 
of 7,793 appointments reported in the General Minutes for 1871, 
only 4,671 took collections for the Union, leaving 3,122 charges 
reporting none. Many of the collections were reported from the 
poorer sections of the work. The neglect occurs often among 
those who are best able to aid the Union. 

I trust that the General Conference may reaffirm its resolution 
of 1868 on this important matter. 

With these suggestions, presented in all humility, and with full 
confidence in your wisdom, this report is respectfully submitted. 

May 8, 1872. 5 J. H. Vincent, Cor. See. 


® 
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE METHODIST 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE: 

Ir seems proper, in order to a clearer comprehension of what has 
been done by the Board of Education of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and of its relation to Methodism to-day, that something 
should be said of the circumstances antecedent and attendant 
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which combined to produce an organization which, under God’s 
blessing, is to solve one of the greatest problems of our denomina- 
tion. 

To compass fully the causes which led to the organization of 
the Board of Education would be to rehearse the history of the 
Church. Called as the herald of Christ’s spreading kingdom, its 
cry has ever been, “Free Grace!” And while all classes have 
come rallying to its leadership, it is from the poor, the lowly, the 
ignorant, that. Methodism has first gathered her strength. _ Start- 
ing from the Univer-ity, her ministry, of necessity, soon had to re- 
cruit from the unlettered ranks. The emergency of our early 
history was great, and, knowing that “the weak things” were 
able, in Omnipotent hands, “to confound the mighty,” men fear- 
lessly entered the work of the ministry whose only and best recom- 
mendation was a perfect consecration of such as they had to the 
Lerd’s work. And they were peculiarly adapted to the kind of 
work to be done; it was the time for the rough timber when our 
Church was laying its foundations ; of the people, these men knew 
them; accustomed to hardships, they were prepared to meet 
them; fearless in danger, instant in season and out of season, un- 
tutored, yet “having the knowledge of God,” there was no place 
too lowly, no haunt too vile, no land too distant for their “ glad 
tidings.” Methodism spread, but, no exception to the great rule 
of Christianity, developed as well, and all its history is marked by 
the footsteps of progress. The ground gained in one decade was 
not the resting-place for the next. And so the laws which sufficed 
for the goverument of infancy were conformed to developing 
strength. As one need after another appeared, it was met ; recog- 
nizing that childhood was the time to master the man, Sunday- 
schools were formed ; to meet the quickening intelligence of her 
members, the Church called forth her great book interests, and 
schools, academies, and colleges sprang to life; cradled by a mis- 
sionary parentage, she honored her line, and sent her sons into all 
lands “to preach the Gospel to every creature.” 

In 1866 the Methodist Episcopal Church completed her first 
hundred years. Once feeble, she was now strong; still gathering 
from the poor, she has come to count among her numbers the 
merchant princes of the land; conversions were multiplying, and, 
like the springing blades of grain, new churches were hourly seen 
coming to the light. | Never clinging to the older cities, still the 
pioneer, she spreads her work with the nation’s growth; unambi- 
tious of renown, she has become the Church of the nation. 

Well might she pause, and, viewing her past and all the devious 
ways by which she had been led, render praise to Him whose 
guiding presence has never once forsaken her. All felt that the 
occasion was one which should not end in ejaculation; that the 
time was opportune to stir the Church to a quick sense of her 
great enterprises, and that with the thanks should come the thank- 
offerings. 

As the people felt so they did ; church debts were paid, institu- 
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tions of learning were endowed, and benevolent enterprises inan- 
gurated, until the swelling tide of contribution touched the mark set 
by the most sanguine. 

From the countless objects of local interest there were inangu- 
rated during the centenary year two funds—one the “ Children’s 
Fund,” the other the “ General Educational Fund.” 

That somebody should assume for the Church the responsibility 
of her educational interests forced itself upon the General Conter- 
ence of 1868 as a necessity. As a result, the Board of Education 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church was created, to “hold and aug- 
ment” these two funds mentioned—then amounting to $84,000— 
and for these further purposes, “to diffuse more generally the 
blessings of education and Christianity throughout the United 
States and elsewhere; to organize the Annual Conferences into 
auxiliary work, recognizing as auxiliary such existing education 
societies as were one in purpose and spirit; to try to control and 
turn into more effective channels the great strength and liberality 
which was being dissipated in the ill-placed and too numerous ed- 
ucational institutions ; and, in a word, to become a general educa- 
tional bureau. Any great immediate results could not reasonably 
be expected from this “ Board,” as to complete its organization 
nearly two years were required. A charter was obtained in April, 
1869, and January 1, 1870, found the “ Board” for the first trme 
prepared for its work. At the very outset it found itself in the 
anomalous position of an attorney without power: it might pro- 
pose collections, anniversaries, and various measures, but by what 
authority could it enforce its work? The General Conference ap- 
pointed it to do certain things, but it failed to do more than “ rec- 
ommend” to the Church the measures adopted for their accom-- 
plishment. It soon became evident that something more potent 
than “ recommendation” was necessary to effective work. Our first 
duty was to issue an address to the Annual Conferences, accom- 
pinied by other documents setting forth the plans and purposes 
of the Board, and asking the passage of certain resolutions. One 
of these was to sanction a resolution of the Board to hold its funds, 
before distributing the interest, until they should reach the sum of 
one hundred thousand dollars, 

To this measure the consent of a number of the leading Confer- 
ences was obtained by direct resolutions, and in no case was there 
opposition. The next measure asked was the celebration of the 
second Sunday in June of each year as the “Children’s Day.” 
This was heartily indorsed by every Conference which took any 
action in the matter, and collections were appointed in every 
church. More could not be asked from these Conterences than to 
staud by their own resolutions; but the result has proved how 
meaningless are these Conference resolves unless driven home by 
-the persistent effort of some resolute man, sustained by Church 
authority. Here and there a congregation and Sunday-school cel- 
ebrated the day, and wrote glowingly of its beneficial effects ; but 
the funds of the Society were not largely augmented by these col- 


704 Journal of the General Conference. [1872. 


lections. To explain and publish this anniversary of the Church, 
articles were prepared and sent to every official Church paper, 
with a request for their insertion and editorial notice, but co-op- 
eration in this direction was not secured. 

The lack of proper authority was one difficulty, but a greater 
was found in the inertia and lethargy of editors, preachers, 
superintendents, and people. Almost universal acquiescence in our 
purposes and plans came without any direct opposition; but 
inertia and lethargy demanded some power more direct than we 
could possibly bring to bear. The very next movement was in 
the direction of organization, to try and systematize the enter- 
prises that were springing up for aiding applicants to the minis- 
try, and to produce such societies as were needed for this and 
other educational purposes. 

Among seventy-two Annual Conferences we found but seven 
Conference educational societies established before 1870. Besides 
these there were three educational societies drawing patronage 
from a number of the Conferences. Of these the oldest and chief 
is the New England Educational Society, claiming patronage from 
seven Conferences ; it has been in operation thirteen years, aiding 
in all one hundred and thirty-eight young men. Its report for 
1871 shows thirty-four beneficiaries, and collections amounting to 
$2,569 70. Next in importance comes the “ Ministerial Education 
Society,” located at Chicago, which claims patronage from eight 
Conferences, and in 1871 reported $3,519 88 raised during the past 
four years to aid young men. The recent great disaster has some- 
what crippled the society, while the calls upon it are very great. 

The third society was that at New York, claiming the patronage 
of two Conferences, and aiding during the past four years from 
fifty to sixty candidates for the ministry, and disbursing from 
$5,000 to $6,000. 

This was the case as we found it, and our best energies were 
bent to the work of a general and more harmonious organization. 
We have now to report thirty-two education societies in our 
Church already formed, while eight more are preparing to com- 
plete their organization at the next session of their Conference. 
Add to these ten Conferences which raise collections and are pa- 
trons of three of the above-named societies, but which have none 
of their own, and the result is a total of thirty-nine Conferences 
organized for purposes of ministerial education, or, with the eight, 
forming forty-seven which have taken this work in hand. There 
remain yet twenty-five to take the first step in the movement, ac- 
cording to the best information we can obtain. Concerning one 
we are in doubt; three are Mission Conferences, six are territorial, 
nine ave colored, and scarcely prepared as yet to sustain separate 
societies ; while six, through indifference or procrastination, push 
the matter off. It will thus be seen that only seven or eight Con- 
ferences immediately eligible remain in which the work of organ- 
ization has not been either begun or completed, the balance lack- 
ing, as yet, sufficient maturity for each to undertake a separate 
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work. It suggests itself, that one or two societies for our colored 
Conferences, and a similar arrangement for the territorial, would 
better answer for a time the wants of these parts of our work than 
the plan recommended to the older and stronger Conferences. 
Now what has been accomplished by these thirty-two education 
societies ? As the majority of them have been formed since 1870 
not much is to be looked for, as they just begin to realize their 
existence. Constitutionally, every Church education society which 
is one with us in purpose, by sending its statistics annually, is 
recognized as auxiliary to this Board. Such statistics, very in- 
complete, have been received from most of the societies for last 
year. 

Seventeen education societies are directly auxiliary to this 
Board by resolution or article of their constitution; while eight 
others, having sent their statistics, are deemed auxiliary by our 
constitution. The amount of money devoted to the assistance of 
young men preparing for the ministry amounted last year to about 
$12,000. Some societies we know have raised money not reported, 
and others have not expended all they raised. The above sum 
was collected among seventeen societies. 

Eight societies report a total of eighty-two beneficiaries. As 
we have been unable to ascertain the balances carried forward 
from preceding years, it is impossible to tell the average amount 
given to each beneficiary, but it cannot exceed $50. 

The educational funds paid into the Central Centenary Commit- 
tee, as the result of centenary collections, were the Sunday-School 
Children’s Fund, amounting to $56,674 40, and the General Edu- 
cational Fund, amounting to $9,155 32, making a total of $65,829 72. 
By additional collections and interest these funds had increased 
when placed in the hands of the Board of Education respectively 
to $70,000 and $14,000. By collections and judicious investment 
the Sunday-School Children’s Fund has now reached the sum of: 
$83,785 66, and the General Educational Fund, $15,727 78, 
amounting together to $99,543 44. A full detail of the finances 
of the Board accompanies this report. 

The relation between the Board of Education and its auxiliaries 
is dependent on resolutions and the sending of statistics. By our 
constitution all auxiliary societies have the right to devote their 
collections according to the discretion of their Conferences, ex- 
cepting that money given as permanent funds must come to this 
Board unless the society collecting it be incorporated. All col- 
lections made for the two general funds come, of course, directiy 
to our treasury. Permit us to suggest that a percentage of the 
collections made by Conferences or local societies be sent to the 
Board of Education, not only for the more rapid and constant 
increase of its funds, but to give a connectional aspect to the 
whole work of the societies, and to bind them into that compact- 
ness which characterizes the other enterprises of the Church. 

We are called upon to make the sad statement, that of twelve 
members composing the Board elected by the last General Con- 
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ference three have been called to their reward—Kingsley, M’Clin- 
tock, and Rich. All of them originators and promoters of education, 
and identified with our educational institutions, their loss seems 
irreparable. As founder of this Society, Dr. M’Clintock was specially 
endeared to us; his fertile brain and great heart gave, more than 
any other, the inspiration of this enterprise. The decease of Isaac 
Rich occurring so recently, his place remains unfilled ; but Bishop 
-Ames, and Dr. Porter, of New Jersey, were elected to fill the pla- 
ces of Bishop Kingsley and Dr. M’Clintock. According to the terms 
of the constitution the General Conference will be required to elect 
for a period of twelve years four persons, two ministers, of whom 
one must be a Bishop, and two laymen, to take the place of Bishop 
Kingsley, Dr. W. L. Harris, Harvey B. Lane, and Isaac Rich ; 
also one minister for four years in place of Dr. M’Clintock. 

The work of the Board has thus far been conducted without 
expense, except an inconsiderable sum for clerk-hire and incident- 
als. Such time and thought as the Corresponding Secretary has 
been able to give, if inadequate to the demands of the Church, 
have at least been cheerfully as well as gratuitously bestowed. 

And now, brethren, met by great difficulties, lacking proper 
authority, confronted by lethargy and local prejudice, and gov- 
erned, perhaps, by false notions of economy, still by voluminous 
and persistent correspondence we are able to set before you a 
work of organization well advanced. On all sides we find a grow- 
ing interest in this great question; the Church organs and educa- 
tional conventions are discussing it, while the whole Church is 
looking for this General Conference to take an advanced step on 
this subject. Our funds have now reached an amount where we 
feel warranted in distributing the interest; fifty young men may 
well be aided during the coming year. Collections are yet insig- 
nificant, but once rouse the Church and the money will pour into 
the treasury of every Conference society, while bequests and dona- 
tions are now ready and waiting to be made to that body which 
shall prove itself capable for its work. 

Our work, to be done more efficiently, must be done more di- 
rectly. There is need for an officer whose whole time and thought 
may be devoted to it; who, while the Societies are in a formative 
state, can go to them, and, by personal inspiration, give force and 
direction to each effort. 

In our judgment the Board of Education should be placed on a 
footing with the other enterprises of the Church, its collections and 
those of its auxiliaries should be imperative, for the greater the 
success of the other societies the greater the need for this. While 
they create a demand, it is the mission of this Society to produce 


the supply. Epmunp 8. Janzs, Joun 8. Porter, 
Epwarp R. Amess, James Haran, 
Witiiam L, Harris, Harvey B, Lanz, 
Joun W. Linpsay, Ouiver Hoyt, 
Tuomas Bowman, Joun Ex.iorr, 


Cuarues C. Norra. 
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QUADRENNIAL REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE CHAR- 
TERED FUND. 


To THE Bishops anpD MrmBers oF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 
oF THE Mernopisr Episcopan Cuvurcn IN THE UNITED Starrs 
or AMERICA. 

Farners AnD Breruren: The Trustees of the Chartered Fund 
respectfully submit to the General Conference their Quadrennial 
Report of the condition of that Fund, designed for the benefit of 
the worn-out preachers, their widows and children. The Trustees 
regret that an object so laudable does not more deeply impress 
the Church at large, and stimulate such additions to the Fund as 
would provide larger dividends to the beneficiaries in the several 
Conferences — a class so eminently and religiously entitled to 
grateful consideration. While the capital of the Fund does not 
grow so rapidly as it ought, in view of its aim, the Conferences 
multiply so fast, and doubtless largely through the agency of the 
very men who have exhausted their strength of body and mind to 
produce this otherwise grand and glorious result, as to make the 
dividends almost insignificant to any one Conference for practical 
relief. 

If the wisdom of the General Conference could initiate any 
scheme or plan by which the Fund could be enlarged, and its abil- 
ity enhanced to do something commensurate with the just and 
equitable claims of those for whose benefit the Fund was originated, 
the Trustees will joyfully indorse, and, to the extent of their power, 
labor to make such plan effective. 

The amount of the Fund as it stood on the first day of January, 


1872, was as follows, namely: 


Ma OSCC UN AUIE SMe ere ccr sts: elie lala nie si sievelers’@ ol «tere elejeleelels/acee/eieicleete) doe $40,117 75 
MU rupve MACUL MMIMNNLS Peapete aoe elateleja iden late. orelaife enih: oisva\e ein) <{aFe]e: sus 0/0 clefsjee's.0.5 68 91 
VEGI bod. omen Ache DAGInO CO GUN SOOdn Cn Sano ciqn msac $40,186 66 

Amount as per our report of January 1, 1868, to the last General Con- 
PSRAHOD. S SAO Se BHO DORR SS CROSS ye DG ead BI tec narmnon.o kan Damien 27,759 99 
Increase since last General Conference..........-..--. $12,426 67 

The above increase has been derived from the following persons and 

sources: 

From Rev. 8S. T. Gillette, Indiana Conference........-.--.++++++-+- $55 05 

J. Ford Convey, administrator of the estate of Rev. T. B. Butler, late 
of Greene County, Olio... Fo... ena injec ice nee scence 1,000 00 
Rey. A. Wheeler, per T. T. Mason, North Ohio Conference........ 70 00 
Rev. A. J. Kynett, J. C. Rosecrantz’s Promissory Note........... 100 00 

James Long, Hsq., Treasurer, Centenary money, Philadelphia Con- 
LOVE TA COM eT ae ate nea Den ST Torok) sal eraiCene lex ohtlsis/ofelslecares 280 72 
5,204 58 


Rev. William OC. Hoyt, Centenary offerings. ...........--. (Ge ORC 
Rev. C. H. Jackson, per T. T. Mason, Pittsburgh Conference ...... 77 86 
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Rey. A. Wheeler, North Ohio Conference..... wyciniste  skavalerraierenee ieee $275 00 
Rey. A. J. Kynett, from William D. Chinn, executor of the estate of 

Mrs. Nancy J. Wood, late of Greene County, Illinois.......... A 756 50 
Messra: Hitchcock and Wialdemiiecs. vcs «clove afore sisi cinjelelello ois ioisialevers 816 86 
Rev. 0. L. Gibson, subscription of C. P. Cash, Towanda........... 20 50 
Oliver Hoyt, Esq., Centenary moneys....... aiieieravstiete overs Mtevel cectnnates 885 08 
Rey.iJ., B: oote; Black River Conference. <i) 6 <nsy< > cfs ostajalelatolnaere 131 75 
Rey. R. T. Hancock, Hast Genesee Conference ...............45. 5 00 
J. P. Magee, Esq., Hast Maine Conference............. Sahecuetstane 217 50 
J, P.iMagee, Esq., Vermont Conference 2 \).2:. oj. ics oreiele oleisle ie oie > 4 19 50 
Rey. A. Lybrand, Ohio Conference, per Carlton & Lanahan....... 24 58 
James Stevenson, Esq., New York East Conference, per Carlton & 

USAT AM Melavere sito foie ’oreveparetoercte lel stoke eaciniate tolenete tore eters erat satay sterel etete 438 82 
SG; Perkins» Hsq., account) of:J.1 de BOS well -a. <c soress eveloe tere stede 455 87 
Ped nOlay ton! HSQ: lOPaACVien jotectels gels meois eisie sfstoieceieml ARO 6 Gee a 50 00 
Rev. L. A. Eddy, Central New York Conference................. 57 00 
Rev. W. C. Pierce, per Dr. Kynett, North Ohio Conference........ 25 00 
Profits on investments changed .............0.s.s0c00s andor’ 459 50 

ROTA oreterte ele sve tae. nels [over ePorsvela cheerest-tefetezotaistatetcteteys . ++ ~ $12,426 67 


Besides the above receipts of money, a number of promissory 
notes received from Rev. J. 8. Munsell, of the Central Illinois 
Conference, ranging from five dollars upward, were received and 
placed in the hands of our attorney for collection, who reports he 
has received on account of said notes the sum of $73 80. It would 
have been better, we think, if they had been kept in the country 
where they are payable, and the drawers are known. 

Very much of the nominal amount, we fear, we will never be 
able to realize at our distance from the parties. 

There was also douated from within the bounds of the Illinois 
Conference a small tract of land, which the Rev. C. W. C. Mun- 
sell has been arranging for the sale of, but we are not advised that 
the arrangement is yet consummated. 

The amount of interest for division among the Conferences was 


TnI S69 eA wa eee Te cee ne te $2,206 48 
Ue UIGHED 6.6 omhicnoacimne hore hei ones dec AtAd So de 2,308 41 
Eel Syl vererataratele stavetnce!sievonetsnere cle sik sicker teaeteta eoeee 2,447 50 
CLOT ot wie coe traein een eee Sue iee ee 2,727 58 
In the year 1868 the sum of $2% 00 was distributed to each Conference. 
1869 30 00 
“cc 1870 oc 30 00 “c T3 
- 1871 ue 30 00 YF ce 
“ 1872 “ce 35 00 66 “ 


The Fund still pays an annuity of one hundred dollars to “Miss 
Sarah Morton. The funds are invested as follows: 





Bonds and mortgages on real estate...............2- $18,500 00 
Insurance Company BLOCKS. s:lenyalare miyecea ee aie 989 00 
Philadelphia City six per cent. bonds, free of tax...... 12,178 75 
Ground rents, secured by brick buildings Bipinde a 4°8;350700 
Rosecrantz’s promissory note............... ajuseharcvorelv 100 00 

4 $40,117 75 
Uninvested funds........ eeleietels steinle cie/ofereleterp stata tatele 68 91 


Total Jan. 1, 1872... ce cceeeeececwcsesceences $40,186 66 
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All of which is respectfully submitted. By order of the Trustees 
of the Chartered Fund. 
Tomas GREENBANK, President pro tem. 
Artuur M. Burton, Secretary. 
Joun Wuireman, Zreasurer. 


———+$eo—_____ 


. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE CHAR- 
TERED FUND. 


To rar Bisnors anp MrempBrrs oF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 
oF THE Mernopisr EriscopaL CauRcH, Now SITTING IN BRoox- 
Lyn, N.Y. 


Rey. Farners anp Breruren: In addition to the report that has 
been already presented to you in relation to the condition of the 
Chartered Fund, it becomes our duty to inform you of the death 
of two of our number—Brothers Thomas Wilmer and Tillinghast 
K. Collins—since the last General Conference, and of the action 
of the Board in reference to the supply of the vacancies occa- 
sioned thereby. 

The annexed extract from the Minutes will show that at a meet- 
ing of the Trustees, held January 11, 1871, Brother John F. Keen 
was elected a Trustee in the place of Brother Thomas Wilmer, 
deceased, and Brother James Long was elected in the place of 
Brother T. K. Collins, deceased. 

By the charter and constitution of this corporation it becomes 
necessary that the persons thus elected as trustees should be ap- 
proved by this General Conference. 

All of which is respectfully submitted on behalf of the Board 
of Trustees. 


Extract from the Minutes of « meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Chartered Fund, 
held January 11, 1871. 

“Two of the members of this Board have departed this life during the past 
year, (1870,) Brothers Thomas Wilmer and T. K. Collins, the former our late be- 
loved President, and both for many years associated with us in this trust. 

“They were ripe in years, and bore the infirmities of their declining days with 
a sweet spirit of Christian resignation. We bear record to the usefulness and 
purity of their lives, and their triumphant death gives assurance of a blissful im- 
mortality. ‘Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.’” 

On motion, the Board proceeded to an election to fill the vacancies occasioned 
by the decease of Brothers Wilmer and Collins. 

Brother John F. Keen was elected a trustee in place of Brotber Wilmer, deceased 

Brother James Long was elected a trustee in place of Brother Collins, deceased. 

(A true extract.) Attest, ARTHUR M. Burton, Secretary. 

PHILADELPHIA, May 27, 1872. 
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MEMORIAL OF THE NATIONAL LOCAL PREACHERS’ ASSO- 
CIATION. 


To rue BisHors AND Mrmpers oF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE, 


REVEREND AND Dear Faruers anp Breraren: The under- 
signed were appointed, at the fourteenth annual session of the 
“National Local Preachers’ Association of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church in the United States,” held in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
October 21-24, 1871, a deputation to present to you the frater- 
nal regards of the Association, and that you may be endowed with 
wisdom and knowledge, and have the spirit of Christ in all your 
deliberations for the promotion and success of Methodism. : 

It is generally known that the object and aim of this organiza- 
tion has been to elevate the standard of ministerial character 
among local preachers in every respect, and make them worthy of 
the fullest confidence of the Church, command the respect of the 
refined and educated, and occupy a position in society in keeping 
with their high calling. At these annual gatherings representa- 
tives from all parts of the work come together for counsel, com- 
pare personal experience and observations and methods of labor, 
and also discuss questions bearing upon our work generally. 

When the Association was first organized there were few local 
organizations, chiefly confined to Eastern cities. Since the last 
session of the General Conference three of the four annual sessions 
have been held in Western cities—Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, and 
Indianapolis—and the results are already seen in the organization 
of District and Conference Associations in several States. 

But as stated, the chief objects of the Association are to seek 
through organized and systematic efforts to render local preachers 
more efficient and acceptable, and to prevent by proper means the 
licensing of persons to preach until they give ample proof of hay- 
ing suitable gifts and graces for the relation, and have passed a 
satisfactory examination. The question of organizing District 
Conferences was fully discussed at our last session, and the con- 
clusion reached was that a body of this character might be em- 
powered to accomplish the objects sought. For this purpose the 
following memorial was adopted and ordered to be presented to 
the General Conference, asking for the organization of District 
Conferences : 


Fesolved, That we memorialize the General Conference as follows: 

1. To organize in each Presiding Elder’s district a District Conference, to be 
composed of all the traveling and local preachers in the district, to be presided 
over by the Presiding Elder, and to meet semi-annually. 

2. To give this District Conference authority to receive, license, try, and expel 
local preachers, and also to recommend suitable persons to the Annual Confer- 


ence to be received into the traveling connection, and for ordination ag local 
deacons and elders. 


me s 
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3. To authorize the District Conference to assign each local preacher to a field 
of labor for the quarter, and to hold him strictly responsible for an efficient per- 
formance of his work. 


We beg to call your attention to the fact that the reeommenda- 
tion of the General Conference of 1864, to have inserted in the 
Minutes of the respective Annual Conferences the name, post-office 

_address, and relation of local preachers, has been observed only by 
a few of the Conferences, and we therefore respectfully request that 
the Presiding Elder of each district be required to furnish a cor- 
rect list of the local preachers for publication annually in the 
printed Minutes of each Conference. 

And we further respectfully request, that if suitable provision is 
not made for local preachers in the newspaper or periodical litera- 
ture of the Church, that the Book Committee be directed to pro- 
vide for them a “ Bureau of Correspondence ” for their benefit. 
We ask for the appointment of a Special Committee, if agreeable 
to the Conference, before whom the deputation can present their 
wishes fully and in detail. Respectfully submitted, 


Tuomas T. Tasker, Sr., Philadelphia, 
JawEs Rippiz, Wilmington, Del., 
Wiuuam Woop, Trenton, N. J., 
Cuartes H. Appiecats, New York, 
Joun Corrrer, Brooklyn, N. Y., 
Wiruiam H. Krivcarp, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
Joun F. Forsus, Cincinnati, O., 
Daniet T. Macrartan, Yonkers, N. Y., 
Epwarp Herner, Baltimore, Md., 
Aaron Gurney, Valparaiso, Ind. 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES. 
55,—sournal, page 234. 


QUADRENNIAL REPORT OF THE BOSTON THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY. 


Drar Farurrs AND Breturen: In accordance with the ex- 
pressed desire of previous General Conferences, the Trustees of 
Boston University, as legal successors to the Trustees of Boston 
Theological Seminary, would herewith submit a brief report of 
the progress and present condition of the institution henceforth 
intrusted to their care. 

The number of students in attendance four years ago was thir- 
ty-two. The next year it rose to forty-four, the next to fifty- 
nine, the next to eighty-one, while for the present year it has 
amounted to ninety-four. Our average annual increase for the 
four years has been thirteen, average annual attendance, seventy. 


a 
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In 1868 we had among our students but two graduates of col- 
leges; this year we have forty-four of that standing, representing 
fifteen different colleges and universities. Nor has this growth 
been merely local. At the beginning of the quadrennium sixty 
per cent. of our students were from New England, forty from 
other States; at its close but twelve per cent. are from New En- 

land, while eighty-eight per cent. are trom the regions beyond. 
In 1868 bat five States outside of New England were represented 5 
this year there are ten, besides British America, England, and 
Wales. These proofs of the growing appreciation of our school 
will be as gratifying to you as they have been to us. 

During the quadrennium two new professors have been added 
to the faculty, the Rev. John W. Lindsay, D.D., for the Chair of 
Exegetical Theology, and the Rev. James E. Latimer, D.D., for 
the Chair of Historical Theology. The faculty now consists of 
five regular professors, four lecturers, and six special instructors. 

The practice of supplementing the labors of the regular fac- 
ulty by the employment of lecturers extraordinary was intro- 
duced at the time of the removal from Concord to Boston. The 
result has been very satisfactory. Several of the courses have 
already been published in book form, and others equally deserve 
to be. Being open to the public, they have done much to en- 
hance the reputation and local appreciation of the institution. 

From the first it has been a part of our plan to secure one 
course of lectures annually from some member of our Board of 
Bishops. Their kind co-operation, so far as it has been possible 
for them to give it, deserves and receives our most grateful 
acknowledgment. To many other overworked brethren we are 
almost equally indebted. From the list published in the accom- 
panying Annual Report of the Seminary for the present year, it 
will be seen that our effort to secure for this service some of the 
ablest men of the country has not been unsuccessful. 

From the beginning it has been a cherished aim of our institu- 
tion to promote a missionary spirit and to train candidates for 
missionary service. One prominent argument for its original 
establishment was the felt need of more and better trained mis- 
sionaries. Dr, Dempster, the great organizer and leading spirit 
in the Concord period, had himself devoted five years to personal 
missionary service in the South American field. 

At an early period a Missionary Association was formed by the 
faculty and students, and direct correspondence opened with mis- 
sionaries abroad. ‘Through the zeal and liberality of Dr. Butler, 
the foundation of a valuable missionary library and cabinet was 
laid, and the reading-room supplied with the leading missionary 
periodicals of the world. Such men as Dr. A. L. Long, of Con- 
stantinople, Edwin W. Parker, of India, Brothers Baldwin and 
Martin, of China, show how well these efforts to enlist the enthu- 
siasm of the young men for aggressive work were repaid. 

In 1869, the jubilee year of our Church Missionary Society, the 
trustees of the Seminary secured the co-operation of Drs. Durbin, 
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Butler, Wentworth, and Lore, in offering the Church new and 
more direct facilities for the training of foreign missionaries. 
Some of the considerations leading to this action were stated in 
the Annual Report of the Seminary for that year. Since that 
time lectures on missions have been delivered by the Dean of the 
Faculty regularly once a week, an annual course of public mis- 
sionary lectures provided, numerous addresses secured from dis- 
tinguished returned missionaries, and a great variety of general 
facilities for missionary study spread before our students. 

The result has been all we could have expected. A number of 
the young men, including some of the most promising of all, have 
signified their readiness to accept appointment to foreign fields, 
while the whole body have come to cherish a more intelligent 
interest in mission work, and to more fully realize their personal 
and official obligations with respect to its support. We con- 
fidently count upon your hearty indorsement and aid in all fur- 
ther efforts to make this department as efficient as possible. 

Since the last General Conference the pecuniary support of our 
school has been provided for in a manner most satisfactory to all 
its friends. 

In October, 1869, our honored and beloved colleague, the late 
and lamented Isaac Rich, not content with having already given 
$100,000 toward the endowment of the Seminary, came forward 
with the princely offer of another hundred thousand for building 
purposes, on condition that other patrons would raise an equal 
sum to complete the endowment. Generous responses to this 
offer were soon made, and before his death it was our brother’s 
pleasure to’see his proposition prospectively more than met. 

Meantime, however, and indeed very soon after making the 
aforesaid proposition, Mr. Rich decided to devote the buik of his 
ample fortune to the founding of a Christian University of the 
highest grade in the city of Boston. A charter was secured, a 
board of trustees organized, and general statutes adopted. To 
yet more amply guarantee the future of the Theological Semi- 
nary, and to preclude the evils which might arise from the exist- 
ence in the same city of two rival educational establishments 
under our ecclesiastical patronage, he proposed to the trustees of 
the Seminary a transference of their school to the care and sup- 

ort of the new University. The proposition was accompanied 
by terms’ so liberal that the Seminary trustees and patronizing 
Conferences unanimously approved. 

Accordingly, an enabling act having been passed by the Gen- 
eral Court of Massachusetts, (approved March 30, 1871,) the 
Seminary was thereupon, with all its trusts and traditions, trans- 
ferred to the guardianship of the Trustees of Boston University. 
But a few months later the sudden decease of our noble friend 
revealed to all the world the munificence of his provision both 
for the maintenance of our theological school and for the creation 
of new departments. 

The terms upon which the former trustees of the Seminary 
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transferred it to our hands may be seen in the Annual Report for 
the present year. In accordance with the first of them the cus- 
tomary annual collection for the school has been discontinued 
throughout our patronizing Conferences, and all the varied advan- 
tages of the institution are henceforth at the service of the Church 
without money and without price. 

The present scholastic year closes the first quarter of a century 
of our Seminary’s life since its establishment in Concord. By a 
singular coincidence it also closes the first third of a century 
since its first projection in 1839, the centenary year of universal 
Methodism. The record of these periods prompts to liveliest 
gratitude to Almighty God. At the same time it has its signifi- 
cant lesson. It reminds us that in this world we can never call 
our work finished. It suggests that in this great and growing 
Church of ours the work of the next third of a century must be 
vastly greater than that of the past has been. 

The demand for more and better educated ministers is waxing 
louder and louder. The necessity is becoming more and more 
imperious. To you who are providentially called to revise the 
methods and machinery of our entire Church work may God 
grant special insight and direction! Under his gracious guid- 
ance, may those measures be adopted which shall most conduce 
to the efficiency of the Church and to the honor of his name! 

In behalf of the Trustees of Boston University. 

Jacosp SLEEPER, President of Corporation. 
Franois A. Perry, Secretary. 
Boston, April 25, 1872. 
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QUADRENNIAL REPORT OF TRUSTEES OF GARRETT BIBLICAL 
INSTITUTE. 


To raz Bishops AND MremBers or THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 
or tHE Merrnopist Episcopan Cnurce: 


Faruers anp Breruren: Since the report of the Trustees of the 
Garrett Biblical Institute to the last General Conference, the his- 
tory of the Institute has been one of mingled prosperity and 
calamity. 

During the last quadrennium a much larger number of students 
has been in attendance than in any other of its existence. The 
graduates of this school are to be found in nearly all the Western 
Conferences as far as to the Pacific, and in some of the Conferences 
East. A considerable number are also in our missions in India 
and China, at their posts, still laboring to push on the conquests 
of the Redeemer in those heathen lands. 

The Trustees believe there has been uniformly cultivated and 
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maintained among the students a large measure of the spirit of 
Christ, and a personal piety which is above all endowments and 
culture of the intellect. It has been and will be the purpose of 
those having this school of the prophets,in charge to give the 
graces of the Holy Spirit a pre-eminence which no learning can 
supply. 

The students maintain an earnest missionary zeal, and several 
are awaiting any call that may be made to them to foreign lands. 
From their work in Sabbath-schools, and in preaching in Chica- 
go and the surrounding country, hundreds of conversions have 
occurred. 

Since this school was established over seven hundred have gone 
from its halls into the itinerant and missionary work. 

The aggregate number of students for each year during the last 
quadrennium is as follows: 


MUO Te UNO PES LV. OAL sete teccsuere far tgeps Gio, vel sercis? ice sainiiana ic ois hese cs 115 
MES CCONCSVOA ior eha nt ctapetanels whi se a eyaistecicte civ dentin cece mene 120 
PMR UMDIRO MOAT aren cra'etcueka erst soccer wists «aie trecore o's leietais eoiie ois 150 
pm LAT UIMY OAT Ves craic echt Seayerctese ayetcigic nik Si atch eres baleders Slctera ais 194 


The same rule as to admission is observed as heretofore. Per- 
sons not licensed to preach are received on recommendation of a 
Quarterly Conference. 

Graduates of colleges only are received as candidates for the 
degree of Bachelor of Divinity on the completion of the theo- 
logical course. Students with literary preparation equivalent to 
that of the first years of the college curriculum are put on the full 
theological course for graduation to the diploma only. Some at- 
tend on a shorter course without graduating. 

It is the intention of the Trustees, as fast as income shall allow, 
to enlarge the facilities of this institution by further additions of 
competent instructors and lecturers, by additions also of valuable 
works of reference to the library, and by all other effective means 
and agencies. 

The Rev. Dr. Kidder, who had for fifteen years been con- 
nected with this institution, and whose active and efficient services 
largely contributed to the eminent success which has marked its 
course, has resigned his position to enter upon the duties of a pro- 
fessorship in Drew Theological Seminary, where the Church will 
continue to receive the benefit of his long experience aud eminent 
qualifications as a teacher. 

The late disastrous conflagration at Chicago destroyed a block 
of stores recently erected, with all the other sources of income, and 
left a large debt upon the institution, which not only deranged all 
plans of immediate increase in the faculty, but actually en- 
dangered the loss of a large part of the endowment property. _ 

The appeal made to the Church for aid to save the imperiled in- 
terests of the Church met with such an answering sympathy and 
noble response, though wholly inadequate to supply the losses, so 
materially aided present necessities, and inspired the local friends 
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with fresh courage and a determination to redouble their efforts to 
help themselves, that they have put forth new and wonderful 
energy for the erection of new buildings in the place of those 
consumed. ' n 

The professors, with most commendable devotion and self- 
sacrifice, have remained at their posts, trusting to the liberality of 
the Church for means to carry on the institution until its income 
shall be restored. It is our earnest hope, with the blessing of 
Providence, that within the coming year the sources of income 
will be so restored as to enable ten masters fully to man the insti- 
tution, and continue it on in its course of blessing the Church and 
the world. Grant GooDRICH, 

President Board of Trustees. 


a Oa 


5'Z7 .— Journal, page 310, 
REPORT OF DREW THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


Tur Drew Theological Seminary was opened for the admission 
of students in November, 1867. It was founded at Madison, N. J., 
by the munificence of Daniel Drew, Esq., who gave for that object 
a tract of land consisting of about ninety-five acres, with the im- 
provements upon it, and the sum of $250,000 as a permanent fund 
of endowment. He likewise laid the foundation of a library by 
the purchase of volumes to the amount of $10,000, and has added 
to the buildings and necessary conveniences for the school the 
professors’ residences and other accessories, till the entire agere- 
gate of his benefactions to the institution rather exceeds than falls 
below half a million of dollars in value. 

The design of the school, as the name implies, is to educate for 
the Christian ministry young men whom the Church approves as 
suitable candidates. The course of study, corresponding sub- 
stantially to that pursued in the other theological seminaries of the 
country, is specially intended for college graduates, but, at the 
same time, embraces the needful preliminary branches for such as 
have not had the advantage of a full academic preparation. The 
number of students during the four years of its operation has 
steadily increased, until it now reaches fully one hundred in actual 
attendance. For particulars on all these and kindred points we 
refer to the several annual catalogues of the institution. 

During the brief period the Seminary has been called upon to 
mourn the loss of a very large proportion of those eminent names 
which have lately been transferred from the records of the Church 
militant to those of the Church triumphant. Besides the four 
Bishops recently deceased, who were by the organic law of the 
school members of its Board of Council, in addition to three of its 
most valued trustees, one a highly philanthropic and widely useful 
layman, and the other a greatly esteemed minister, it has lost in 
the death of two of the professors, Drs. M’Clintock and Nadal, 
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two of the brightest ornaments of the literary and ministerial 
ranks of Methodism. Their memory is fragrant in the Church, 
and we trust their mantle has fallen upon not a few of the young 
men who were privileged with their instruction, The Faculty as 
now reconstructed presents, we trust, ample guaranty to the 
Church of sound and thorough ministerial education. 

On nomination by the Board of Bishops, in accordance with the 
provisions of the charter, Rev. Dr. Hurst was elected, November 
15, 1870, to the Professorship of Historical Theology, made vacant 
vy the death of Dr. Nadal, and Rey. Dr. Kidder, May 17, 1871, 
to the Chair of Practical Theology, made vacant by the death of 
Dr. M’Clintock. At a subsequent special meeting of the trustees, 
Rev. H. A. Buttz was elected to the new Chair of Greek Exegesis, 
and Rev. Dr. Foster was elected President. 

By the provisions of the charter of the Seminary, its corporation 
and faculty are directly amenable to the General Conference. We 
therefore invite your official supervision of its affairs and opera- 
tions. Vacancies in the Board of Trustees are to be filled by the 
General Conference. 

The term of office of the following members of the Board of 
Trustees expires at the present General Conference (1872) : 

Ministers: E. S. Janes, J. 8. Porter, L. M. Vincent, W. H. 
Ferris, Thompson Mitchell. 

Laymen: Theodore Runyon, B. F. Manierre, F. H. Root, H. B. 
Lane, D. D. Chamberlin. 

We recommend the election by the General Conference of the 
following persons to fill the vacancies thus occurring : 

Ministers: E. 8. Janes, J. 8. Porter, L. M. Vincent, Thompson 
Mitchell, H. B. Ridgaway. 

Laymen: Samuel Eddy, J. B. Cornell, F. H. Root, H. B. Lane, 
D. D. Chamberlin. 


———_~+4e—___ 
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH. : 


To tur Bisnors AND MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 
or tHE Mernopist Eriscopan Caurce: 


Drar Breruren: In accordance with the provisions of “The Act 
of Incorporation of the Methodist Episcopal Church,” approved 
by the last General Conference at Chicago, June 1, 1868, the 
Trustees elected by that body duly certified to their acceptance of 
said act, at Cincinnati, Ohio, on the 22d day of July, 1868, and the 
act and the certificate of acceptance were duly recorded according 
to the provisions of the laws of Ohio, under which said proceed- 
ings were had, in Book of Church Records, Hamilton County, 
Ohio, Book No. 2, page 296. 


- 
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The Board met June 1, 1870, and organized by the election of 
the proper officers, with Bishop D. W. Clark as President, M. B. 
Hagans as Secretary, and Luke Hitchcock, Treasurer, 

Adam N. Riddle, Esq., one of the Trustees, having deceased, 
the Board of Bishops filled the vacancy by the appointment of 
Hon. Will Cumback, of Indiana. The vacancy in the Board occa- 
sioned by the death of Bishop Clark still remains. His position 
in the Board as President was filled by the temporary appoint- 
ment of Joseph M. Trimble. By the action of the last General 
Conference he was embraced in the class of the Trustees whose 
term of office expires at this session of the General Conference ; 
also the terms of office of Joseph M. Trimble and F. C. Holliday, 
ministers, and John Cochenour, Edward Sargent, and Amos 
Shinkle, laymen, expire. The Articles of Incorporation require 
the vacancies to be filled by your body. 

The Trustees have accepted certain trusts, which are generally 
described as follows: 


FOR THE FREEDMEN’S AID SOCIETY. 


1. A deed from Henderson, Harvey, and Trimble, Trustees, etc., 
for a lot 176 feet by 240 feet, to be used as a site for a school- 
house, in the town of Oxford, Newton County, Georgia. There 
is erected on this lot a house 40 feet by 25 feet. 

2. A deed from Westmoreland and Johnson for eleven acres of 
land in or near the city of Holly Springs, Mississippi. ; 
3. A deed from the American Missionary Association, by W. E. 
Whitney, Assistant Treasurer, of New York, for lots 31 and 32 
Delapere Block, Atlanta, Georgia, 140 feet by 145 feet, upon which 

stands a two-story brick school-house. 

4. A mortgage for $3,500, dated June 16, 1870, at 10 per cent. 
interest, on forty-six acres of land, from James R. Corwin to Ellis 
Davis, of Champaign County, Illinois. This mortgage has been 
assigned to the Board, but we have not received the note secured 
by it, do not know where the land is located, and the value of the 
security. 

FOR THE ORPHANS’ HOME, AT BALDWIN, NEAR FRANKLIN, 
ST. MARY'S PARISH, LOUISIANA. 


1. Four deeds from Stephen Griffiths, of Danville, Illinois, con- 
veying in all two hundred and eight acres of land in Vermillion 
County, Illinois. 

One of these tracts of land was encumbered by a mortgage, as 
we are informed, which has been paid off by the proceeds of a sale 
of part of this property to C. M. Baum and R. G. Craig for 
$2,849 50, in two notes for $1,424 75 each. One of these notes 
has been paid, and the proceeds are in the hands of Rev. R. 8. 
Rust, D.D., as agent of the said Orphans’ Home, and we still hold 
the other note, which is not due till December 26, 1872. 

2. In 1864 the General Conference obtained an act of incorpora- 
tion of “The Board of Trustees of the General Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States.” 
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That Board organized, and as we have possession of its papers, 
we desire to spread on the records of the General Conference the 
fact that it was made the residuary legatee of Joseph T. Wilson, 
late of Hamilton County, Ohio, as follows: _ 

In trust for the American Bible Society, the Missionary Society 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and the Church Extension 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in equal parts— 

1.) Joseph T. Wilson, by his will probated in Hamilton County, 
Ohio, February 25, 1870, John A. Clark, executor, constituted said 
Board his residuary legatee, for the uses above. We have not re- 
ceived any complete schedule of the property as yet. He provided 
for various legacies, and for the support and education of his family. 

2.) By a clause of his will we can realize nothing until 1880. The 
estate is not yet settled up, and it is uncertain how much, as re 
siduary legatee, we shall receive from this devise. The lands are 
situated in Ohio, Indiana, Missouri, Kentucky, Iowa, Illinois, and 
Tennessee, and are now of uncertain value. Our Board has had 
several meetings, and has transacted no important business, except 
such as relates to the management and care of the several trusts 
committed to our care. 


CLASSIFICATION OF TRUSTEES. 


The present classification of Trustees is as follows: 

Term expires May, 1872: Davis W. Clark,* Joseph M. Trimble, 
F. C. Holliday, John Cochenour, Edward Sargent, Amos Shinkle. 

Term expires May, 1876: Adam N. Riddle,* William Young, 
M.B. Hagans, William H. Goode, Luke Hitchcock, Harvey De Camp. 

The Board has no financial or other report to make besides those 
which appear above. We may add that it is found convenient to 
make our corporation the recipient of gifts and devises for the 
benefit of the benevolent societies of the Church. Its powers are 
large and easily operated, and it may grow to be of vast advantage 
to the Church in her various enterprises. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

J. M. Trmeie, Chairman. 
M. B. Hacans, Secretary. 


8 
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REPORT OF THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY OF THE 
TRACT SOCIETY. 
To rue GENERAL CONFERENCE OF 1872: 
FaruErs AND BRETHREN: 


The receipts of the Tract Society for the past four years amounted to $63,776 97 ° 
For the quadrennium preceding they were...........-....seeee-- 53,853 89 


IGG REEVE «A GOODE RA Dowd SOOO HOSS DUCA Co DACOORUOCOE eee $9:923708 


* Deceased. 
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The expenditures from 1868 to 1872 were.......2.-+2++ seeeeeees $69,207 46 
The expenditures for the preceding quadrennium were....... Aaron, CURIS 
SIMCHAS yeicte stolons screse Mais nievequiei=teieysleronerate eer oleh eieretecela oe iekenest $21,297 80 

The number of pages of tracts printed (including the “Good News” 
reduced to an equivalent of 12mo. tract pages) was.............. 150,998,072 
During the preceding quadrennium the number was.......+..+.+-- 138,065,256 
AN CLEASOfereheisial ateuclayelsyers Ses rehatevons le vadessfetederohole fe rspenens toualehete fe telaiale) 12,932,816 


For the support of the press in our Foreign Missions the Society has 
made the following grants: 


Germany and Switzerland ......... GO RDEORUC OR Ho tuts dsc . $4,500 00 

Ob Nac ence she acres ele che shops iecetora aici Seteieseted nten opete te setetanersvelokoheraienele ke 4,369 50 
ETE RS CeekO Hon ORONO S Ayivebiele ete SS CRT EAT EES TICE OOOO 2,746 25 
Scand ima viayaci) etter siele Bets aiNclshetcccustetaiere stdterste is iote sions eaeteters iets A,352 39 
SouthtAmerican: 20250. scene Bho B80 Riclearon te Cetereeke 82 00 
ELOUALM oh ots lutte ric’ sue tarevelotsioleleteyoleletare tefesesa Risratevebtatelsitiercmlewhetetete $13,050 14 
During the preceding quadrennium the total was.......-...-..+--- 5,201 32 
IMCTOASO ieee cteietevetrainte ec fotake sletenelolsis lelsveroreverstaferntsle cactiats: Vector evs $7,848 82 


The number of new tracts added to the list during the quad- 
rennium was 235. 

The average circulation of the “Good News” was 66,936. The 
average during the preceding four years was 66,875. This show- 
ing seems unfavorable, but is in reality very favorable, inasmuch as 
during part of the preceding quadrennium 50,000 copies went to 
the army; and the price is now fifteen cents per annum, instead 
of eight as formerly. It is very desirable that the price of this 
little sheet should be reduced, at least to ten cents per annum. 
The 12mo. tracts have been restored to their ante-war price, fifteen 
pages for a cent. It would greatly increase the circulation of the 
“Good News” to bring it back as nearly as possible to its old price. 

Colportage under the direction of the Board has been tested in 
several sections. The result shows that with our present Church 
methods it cannot be made at all self-sustaining. As in the na- 
tional tract societies, it must be maintained by liberal donations or 
fail of success. Not having the necessary funds to devote to its 
support, and doubting the disposition of the Church to provide 
them, the Board wisely abandoned this experiment. 

Respectfully submitted, Daniet Wisx, 
Corresponding Secretary. 


[Norre.—The Report of Dr. Wise, as Editor of the Sunday-School Advocate and 
Sunday-School Library Books, was presented to the General Conference, but was 
not furnished to the Daily Advocate, nor was the copy which went to the Committee 
returned to the Secretary of the General Conference, so that its publication here is 
necessarily omitted.— EDITOR. ] 
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REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED TO PURCHASE 
THE METHODIST PUBLISHING AND MISSION BUILDINGS. 


To THE GENERAL CoNFERENCE oF THE Merunopist Episcoran 
CuuRcH: 


VENERABLE FaTHERS AND BRETHREN: The Commission appointed 
by the General Conference of 1868, with power to purchase grounds 
and erect thereon suitable buildings for the use of the Book Con- 
cern, Missionary Society, and other connectional institutions of the 
Church in the city of New York, respectfully report: 

That the authority for the proceedings of the Commission is 
found in certain resolutions adopted by the General Conference of 
1868, of which the following is a copy: 


Resolved, That it is the opinion of this General Conference that it is highly desir- 
able that more commodious rooms should be provided for the use of the Book Con- 
cern, Missionary Society, and our other connectional institutions in the city of 
New York; and that, if practicable, all these should be in the same building. 

Resolved, That be and they are hereby appointed a Commission, with full 
powers to purchase ground and erect thereon suitable buildings for the above- 
named and referred to institutions in the city of New York as soon as they shall 
find it practicable to do so, at a cost not to exceed one million of dollars, the same 
to be the property of the Methodist Book Concern, and for this purpose they are 
authorized to raise money by loans or otherwise. 

D. Curry then moved that the Bishops nominate such a Commission at this even- 
ing’s session, and the motion prevailed.—Jownal of General Conference of 1868, 

Spevealle 
: The members of the Commission nominated by the Bishops and appointed by 
the General Conference were, EH. L. Fancher, Thomas Carlton, J. P. Durbin, W. W. 
Cornell, D. Curry, W. L. Harris, A. V. Stout, John M’Clintock, George I. Seney, 
Daniel Drew, Oliver Hoyt, C. Walsh, and H. Dollner.—Journal of General Confer- 
ence of 1868, p. 343. 





Pursuant to due notice, the members of the Commission met at 
the office of E. L. Fancher, in New York, on the 31st day of July, 
1868. After prayer by Rev. Dr. Curry, the Commission was or- 
ganized by the appointment of E. L. Fancher as Chairman, and 
Rev. W. L. Harris, D.D., as Secretary. 

The Commission was composed of ministers and laymen, and 
these comprised General Conference officers, bankers, a lawyer, a 
practical builder, merchants, and men of other pursuits. So soon 
us the organization was had the Commission commenced its work, 
and from that time until a purchase was made, eight months after- 
ward, its meetings were frequent, its consultations earnest, and its 
efforts to learn what desirable property was purchasable, and what- 
ever other information was useful, were unremitted. 

The assistance of several of the best real estate brokers was 
secured, and the whole field of inquiry was explored, so that the 
Commission feel warranted in stating that the final conclusion 
as to a purchase which it reached was not accepted without the 

46 
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most diligent inquiry and comprehensive knowledge concerning 
the matter. : 

Some eight, or ten different pieces of property were examined. 
Their condition, cost, adaptability, and availability were consid- 
ered, and a selection was made only when it had become evident 
that the chosen property was clearly preferable to any other. 

The Commission was unanimous that the premises should not 
be lower than Houston-street nor higher than Seventeenth-street, 
(north side of Union Square,) and that the same should be some- 
where between Fourth and Fifth Avenues. The property chosen 
is not far from the local center of the area comprised within those 
boundaries. 

It was understood that a building erected specifically for the 
purposes in view would be preferable to any already built; but it 
soon became evident that no suitable vacant ground in the proper 
locality could be had, and also that economy of both money and 
time was on the side of the purchase of an existing structure, rather 
than on that of the erection of a new one. 

The Commission believe that the choice made of the property 
purchased is recommended by the circumstance of the building be- 
ing better adapted for the uses intended than any other existing 
within the area above mentioned ; and by the further circumstance 
that its situation and arrangement render such portions as are not 
immediately necessary tor use available for income from the letting 
of the same to tenants for business purposes. 

At the outset, from certain circumstances, a fear was felt that 
the design of the appointment of the Commission was in danger 
of being defeated; and to allay this fear the following resolutions 
were offered by Oliver Hoyt, and, after consideration, were unani- 
mously adopted by the Commission, to wit: : 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this Commission that the Mission Building and 
the Book Room Building to be procured or erected should be under one roof. 

Resolved, That the Missionary Society should take title to such portion of the 
premises as shall be proportioned to the funds by that Society invested therein. 

At a subsequent meeting the Commission further resolved, that 
the Board of Managers of the Missionary Society be and they 
thereby were requested to co-operate with the Commission in car- 
rying out the purposes of the General Conference in the premises. 

Thereafter the Commission was notified that the Board of 
Managers of the Missionary Society had appointed a Committee, 
consisting of Rev. 8. D. Brown, H. M. Forrester, Esq., Isaac 
Odell, Exsq., Henry J. Baker, Esq., and Rev. M. D’C. Craw- 
ford, D.D., “to co-operate with the Commission in carrying out 
the purposes of the General Conterence in the premises.” 

This Committee from the Missionary Beard met with the 
Commission, and after a full and free conference with them, the 
Commission, on the 26th day of October, 1868, adopted the fol- 
lowing : 

fesolved, That the Board of Managers of the Missionary Society be and the same 
is hereby requested to appoint a Committee, with power to act concurrently with 
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this Commission in selecting and purchasing a site and erecting buildings thereon 
suitable for the Book Concern, Missionary Society, and other connectional institu- 


tions of the Church in the city of New York, as contemplated in the action of the 
late General Conference. 


At a subsequent meeting of the Commission, held on the 30th 
of November, 1868, a certified copy of proceedings of the Mis- 
sionary Board was presented, in the words following : 


The Committee appointed at the last regular meeting of the Board to confer 
with the Commission constituted by the General Conference at its last session for 
the erection of a suitable building for the Book Room, Missionary Society, etc., 
beg leave to report: That upon the invitation of its Chairman they attended a 
meeting of the Commission, and had a free and full conference with them touch- 
ing the matters committed to them. Your Committee understand the following 
principles to be definitely settled by the action of said Commission; as officially 
communicated to this Board: : 

1. That they desire and invite the co-operation of this Board and of the Mission- 
ary Society in furthering the interests committed to them. 

2. That in case of such co-operation, the site and character and plan of the 
building or buildings to be erected shall be determined by the concurrent action 
of the Commission and this Board. 

3. That the title of such portion of said property as shall by mutual agreement 
be designated for the use and benefit of the Missionary Society shall be vested in 
this Board according to its charter; the Board providing for the expense of pur- 
chase and erection in proportion to the relative value of the property so vested 
in them. 

Believing that mutual and harmonious action will best subserve the interests of 
all concerned, and that the Commission herein concede all that could be reasonably 
demanded or desired by the Board, your Committee recommend the adoption of 
the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That we, the Board of Managers of the Missionary Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, will co-operate with the Commission appointed at the 
last session of the General Conference.in the erection in this city of a suitable 
building for the accommodation of the publishing interests and benevolent socie- 
ties of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in accordance with the principles and 
plans set forth in the communications of said Commission to this Board, and above 
embodied in this report. 

Resolved, That the members of the Finance Committee of this Board, who are 
not members of said Commission, together with the Rev. M. D’C. Crawford and 
the Rev. S. D. Brown, be and they are hereby constituted a Committee, with full 
power to carry out the above resolution. ; 


In pursuance of such action the following persons constituted 
the Committee of the Missionary Board: H. J. Baker, H. M. For- 
rester, S. Crowell, Isaac Odell, J. H. Tatt, 5. D. Brown, and 
M. D’C. Crawford. nit 

At a meeting of the Commissioners, held December 14, 1868, 
the following minute of the Special Committee of the Board was 
received, namely : 

New York, December 7, 1868. 

At a meeting of the Special Committee of the Board of Managers of the Mis- 
sionary Society on conferring with the Commissioners of Buildings, etc., held this 
day, the following resolution was adopted, namely: aie 

Resolved, That, provided we can agree with the Commissioners upon the loca- 
tion, price, character of buildings and division of property, we will assume one 
fourth of the expense of site and erection of buildings, provided the whole cost 
shall not exceed one million of dollars, the Missionary Board to have title to one 
fourth of the property; the division to be made and agreed upon in connection 
with the plan of the buildings before the erection is commenced. 
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The Commission agreed to accept the proposition set forth in 
this communication as the basis of action. 

After this time several pieces of property were examined by a 
Sub-Committee on Sites, and reports thereon were made to the 
joint meetings of the Commission and Committee of the Mission- 
ary Board, and an offer of $410,000 was made for a site on the 
northerly side of Seventeenth-street, fronting Union Square, which 
offer was declined by the owner. 

Subsequently, at a meeting of the Commission, held on the 9th 
of March, 1869, W. W. Cornell, on behalf of the Sub-Committee on 
Sites, reported in favor of purchasing a building recently erected 
by Messrs. Lake & M’Creery on the north-west corner of Broad- 
way and Eleventh-street, and after it had been examined and due 
inquiry made as to its value, the Commission voted that the Sub- 
Committee be authorized to purchase said property, at a cost not 
exceeding $900,000, provided that the Committee of the Board 
of Managers of the Missionary Society should concur in the 
purchase. 

At a subsequent meeting of the Commission, held March 23, 
1869, a resolution of the Committee of the Missionary Board was 
reported to the Commission as follows: 


Resolved, That we concur with the Commission in their decision to purchase the 
property corner of Broadway and Eleventh-street for $900,000, provided a satis- 
factory division of the premises can be made. 


At the same meeting the Sub-Committee on Sites reported that 
they had offered $900,000 for the property named, but that the 
owners declined to sell it for less than $925,000. 

The Commission thereupon directed the Sub-Committee to keep 
the offer of $900,000 open until the subsequent Friday, and to 
withdraw it if not accepted by that time.. It was reported to the 
Commission on the 31st day of March, 1869, that the offer had 
been accepted. A contract of purchase was accordingly concluded 
with the owners, Messrs. Lake & M’Creery. 

The Commission pause here to remark, that having notified the 
Committee of the Missionary Board of their intention to purchase 
the property in question at the price above named, provided the 
Committee of the Missionary Board concurred in such purchase, 
and having, in response to such notice, received from that Com- 
mittee a resolution directly stating that they concurred with the 
Commission in their decision to purchase the property at said 
price of $900,000, provided a satisfactory division of the premises 
could be made, the Commission were, as they submit, well war- 
ranted in supposing that no objection either to the character of 
the property, the price, or indeed of any other sort against the 
purchase existed in the Committee of the Missionary Board. Yet 
at the first meeting of the Commission after the purchase was 
announced the Committee presented to the Commission resolu- 
tions, of which the following is a copy: 
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Resolved, That we deem it inexpedient to assent to a joint ownership of the prop- 
erty under consideration, but we will agree that the Missionary Society shall take 
title to such a portion of the west end of the premises, or of the Broadway front, 
as shall be agreed upon. ’ 

Resolved, That, in view of our present relation to the question of purchase, we 
do not object to the Commission disposing of the premises by rental as they may 
deem advisable. = 


The Commission, believing that this reported action of the Com- 
mittee did not fully represent the sense of the Missionary Board, 
appealed to the Missionary Board itself, and a statement of all the 
facts was there made by members of the Commission who were 
themselves members of the Board; and after a full discussion, on 
the fifth day of April, 1869, the Board of Managers of the Mis- 
sionary Society adopted the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That this Board approves of the purchase of the building and premises 
on the north-west corner of Broadway and Eleventh-street fora new Publishing 
and Mission House, and authorizes the application of the permanent funds of the 
Missionary Society, and of moneys arising from the Centenary and Jubilee sub- 
scriptions, and collections for a new Mission House, toward making up the one 
fourth part of the cost of such purchase assumed by this Board. 

Fesolved, That a conveyance of said premises to the Methodist Book Concern at 
New York, and to the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, as 
tenants in common of said property, and so that the ownership thereof shall vest 
to the extent of three fourths in the Book Concern and one fourth in the Mission- 
ary Society, will be satisfactory to this Board. 

Resolved, That I. L. Fancher, W. W. Corneli, and Isaac Odell, with the Corre- 
sponding Secretaries, be appointed a Committee, with power to act, in conjunction 
with the Book Agents, in all matters pertaining to the acceptance of the title to 
the premises; the leasing of such portions as they shall deem advisable; the in- 
surance of the building; the fitting up of suitable accommodations therein for the 
Board and the Officers and business of the Missionary Society, and the adjustment 
of all questions arising from the fact of joint ownership and occupancy. 


These resolutions were, as the minutes of the Board state, 
adopted unanimously. 

The resolutions thus adopted by the Missionary Board relieved 
the Commission trom further difficulty, and preparation was 
accordingly made to take title to the premises. To effectuate 
this purpose it became necessary to apply to the Legislature of 
the State of New York for an Act incorporating the Methodist 
Book Concern. The form of an Act, deemed appropriate, was 
drawn, and after some amendment was forwarded.to the Legis- 
lature. It became a law on the fourteenth day of April, 1869. 
A copy is herewith submitted. 

Provision had been made by the General Conference for the 
observance of the semi-centennial anniversary of the organization 
of the Missionary Society, and in connection therewith for the 
Jubilee offerings of the Church for the purpose of erecting a new 
Mission House. Contributions had also been made for the same 
purpose at the Centenary of American Methodism, by direction 
of the General Conference of 1864. In addition to these moneys 
the Missionary Society had certain funds permanently invested, 
the principal of which could not be appropriated to the current 
expenses of the Society, and it had the old Mission House 


. 


726 Journal of the General Conference. f1872. 


premises in Mulberry-street, from the sale of which a considerable 
sum could be realized. There were therefore sums from all these 
sources available to the Missionary Society toward procuring a 
new Mission House. 

The sentiment of the Commission was unanimous and decided 
that the new Mission House should not be separate from the 
Book Concern Building, but this sentiment was not concurred in 
by one or two members of the Board. 

These facts are stated that the General Conference may per- 
ceive the twofold reason which influenced the Commission ai the 
outset to lay down the inflexible principle that the Book Concern 
Building and the new Mission House should be under the same 
roof, and which throughout influenced the Commission to concede 
that the Missionary Society should take title to such portion of 
the premises as should be proportionate to the amount of funds 
invested therein by that Society. It was desirable to make these 
funds available, and to secure the contiguity of the places of 
business of the Book Concern and Missionary Society. 

The amount of such funds was so considerable as, in the opinion 
of the Commission, to entitle the Missionary Society to claim the 
right to be owners in common of the property, according to its 
proportional contribution of the purchase money. 

The Missionary Society funds available for purchase, fitting up, 
and furnishing the new Mission House were as follows on the 
20th of December, 1870: 








United States funds and premium..................- $70,995 02 
Balance on sale of old Mission House..............4. 30,870 65 
Contributions of Ladies’ Centenary Association....... 19,173 72 
General Centenary contributions..................-- 18,128 51 
MMOS ONCTIN GS 5 ts tic ws Sule misio ds Oem oe ae 14,139 86 
One fourth part rent since time of purchase.......... 21,109 72 
$174,417 48 

And these moneys had been applied as follows: 
Paid on property at time of purchase............... $117,286 00 
Paid on bond for purchase money since............. 27,872 68 
Paid interest on bond to November 30, 1870........ 11,938 30 
Paid on permanent improvements and fixtures in the 

Mission ROOMS: = 32, ccgsaesiseuslerte okt wiser eolnanae 7,452 49 
Paid one fourth expense of general improvements.... 373 57 
Paid one fourth part expense of insurance.......... 581 74 
Paid one fourth part of taxes since the purchase.... 4,168 11 
Paid for furniture, carpets, shades, awnings, etc., for 

Mission ~ RoOmMSs7 cvs stlssielstec cea eetee aici hale ei 3,766 92 
Paid for revenue stamps on deed.................. 225 00 
Paid incidentals of Jubilee, moving, etc............ 742 67 

—— $174,407 48 





The Joint Committee constituted on the 5th of April, 1869, by 
the last recited action of the Missionary Board, proceeded in 
their duties with entire harmony. In relation to the occupancy 
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and general management of the property, it was agreed between 
the Agents of the Book Concern and the last named Committee 
of said Board, (constituting such Joint Committee,) that— 

a. The Book Concern may occupy for its own business the 
basement, the small store fronting on Broadway, the Broadway 
front of the second floor, (except that part leased to the Asbury 
Life Insurance Company,) and the central portion of the third 
floor on the Eleventh street front. 

6. The Missionary Society may occupy for its own use the 
premises known as the Mission Rooms, on the Broadway and 
Eleventh-street fronts of the third floor, the closet near the en- 
trance to the Mission Rooms, the Museum and room adjoining 
on the third floor, and the room in the basement now used by the 
Society as a room for storage and packing. 

ce. The Book Concern and the Missionary Society may _ re- 
spectively occupy such other portions of the Buildings in addi- 
tion to, or instead of, those parts specified in the foregoing items, 
as may be mutually agreed upon from time to time by the 
parties. 

d. Such portions of the Buildings as may not be occupied by 
either the Book Concern or the Missionary Society shall be 
rented to other parties on the most favorable terms, as opportu- 
nity may offer. ‘ 

é. The annual rental value of such portions of the Buildings as 
may be occupied by the Book Concern, and of such portions as 
may be occupied by the Missionary Society, shall be determined 
from time to time by such method as shall be mutually agreed 
upon by the parties in interest; and to facilitate this purpose 
William W. Cornell, Enoch L. Fancher, and Isaac Odell, of this 
Committee, and Altred C. Hoe, a builder, were appointed a Sub- 
Committee, to estimate the rental value of the portions of the 
Buildings now occupied by the Book Concern and the Missionary 
Society respectively, and to report their estimates to this Com- 
mittee for its action. 

jf. The Book Concern and the Missionary Society shall each 
account quarterly to a common fund for the quarterly rental 
value of such portions of the Buildings as each may respectively 
occupy ; and the income arising from rents received from other 
parties, and the rental value accounted for, as above, .by the 
Book Concern and the Missionary Society, shall constitute a com- 
mon fund belonging to these two Corporations, on account of the 
Methodist Publishing and Mission Buiidings, from which com- 
mon fund all legitimate charges against the said property shall 
be paid ; and the remainder of said common fund, after the pay- 
ment of said charges, shall be divided to the parties in interest 
in the proportion of their respective interests; that is to say, 
three fourths to the Book Concern, and one fourth to the Mis- 
sionary Society. 

Said Sub-Committee, appointed for the purpose above stated, 
reported as follows: 
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The Sub-Committee appointed by the Joint Committee having charge of the 
Methodist Publishing and Mission Buildings to estimate the annual rental value 
of the several portions of the new Publishing and Mission Buildings occupied by 
the Book Concern and the Missionary Society, respectfully report: 

That our late lamented associate, Brother William W. Cornell, after the appoint- 
ment of the Sub-Committee of which he was the Chairman, caused to be prepared 
accurate drawings, showing the precise dimensions of the several stories of the . 
entire Buildings, and of every division and room in the several stories. By the 
aid of these drawings, by personal inspection of the premises, and by the reliable 
judgment of the builder, our associate in the Sub-Committee, Mr. Alfred C. Hoe, 
we have arrived at the following estimate of the annual rental value of the said 
several portions of the Building, to wit: 


FIRST, 


Portions occupied by the Methodist Book Concern : 
1. Wholesale Department in the basement and retail store on the 





PENG home Ae OnG bed cAcd hahtntcs att sap GoowsOo a .o50 500 $10,000 00 
2. Offices and appurtenances in the second story.........-++..e. : 7,000 00 
3. Editors’ offices and library in the third story.............+- a8 4,000 00 

Making a total annual rental value of the portions occupied by the 

Books@oncerne Olives stem chiles seein cele rele stele terstiierta ieee ietale $21,000 00 
SECOND. 


Portions occupied by the Missionary Society: 
1. Offices and appurtenances: Board Room, Museum, etc., in the 


Gir Story sees acs eta ete e of ctedets tie mete esescheme taro tar seieretere $6,650 00 
2, An additional room in the third story adjoining the Museum, and 
a room for storage and packing in the basement............. 350 00 





Making the total annual rental value of the portions occupied by 
thie Mission arys SOClet ye crcieretste cfocreetcra ce teVereintcraneioerater ener tee $7,000 00 


The additional room in the third story it was agreed should be included in the 


portions assigned to the Missionary Society, and is a room suitable for a private 
office or committee room. 


The Sub-Committee therefore report that, according to their judgment, the an- 
nual value of said several portions of said Building is in all TWENTY-EIGHT THOU- 
SAND DOLLARS, as above particularly specified; and that the relative annual val- 
ues of the respective portions occupied as aforesaid are three fourths of the whole 
for the parts occupied by the Book Concern, and one fourth of the whole for the 
parts occupied by the Missionary Society. 

New York, April 2, 1870. 


After careful consideration the foregoing report was unani- 
mously adopted by the Joint Committee. 

Under the above recited arrangement the premises haye con- 
tinued to be occupied to the present time. 

At the time of taking title the Book Concern assumed all pay- 
ments to be made to the grantors of the premises. 








The Agents paid at the time of purchase............ $250,000 00 

They have paid since that, time.). 0... .....03..c008 312,400 00 

Also the Mortgage, due June 1, 1871........... .-. 102,600 00 

‘ i Decl aS siteiieince BOM oomns 60,000 00 
$725,000 00 

They still owe on Mortgage, due June 1, 1873....... 75,000 00 

“ “ “ Jans tle ene ee 100,000 00 
us — 175,000 00 





Total \cost:of ‘the propertyz7. cise siecisosiek eae kk $900,090 00 
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The old establishment is still owned by the Book Concern, and 
is used as a manufactory in Mulberry-street. 

For the balance due to the Book Concern from the Missionary 
Society for its one fourth part of the property thus purchased the 
bond of the Society was given, and which is continually being 
paid by the surplus income of the share of the property belong- 
ing to the Society. From that source the balance due on the 
bond has been rapidly reduced since it was given. There is now 
due thereon $68,000, which in a few years will be paid from the 
same source of income, without recourse to the current collections 
or other funds of the Missionary Society. 

In this connection it is proper to remark, and the Commission 
advert to the fact with much pleasure, that the commodious and 
valuable portions of the new Building occupied by the Book Con- 
cern and by the Missionary Society have been occupied substan- 
tially free from expense. The income from those portions of the 
Building which have been leased has been suflicient to pay the 
expenses of heating, taxes, Croton-water charges, insurance, and 
repairs, and also an interest of over six per cent. per annum on 
the original cost of the Building; so that the large and desirable 
portions occupied by the Book Concern, Missionary Society, Sun- 
day-School Union, Tract Society, etc., have thus far been free 
accommodations to those institutions—tree, in one of the largest 
and most convenient buildings, and in the most central and 
accessible locality of business in the City of New York. It 
would seem, therefore, that, financially, the enterprise has been a 
success ; and no one can doubt that the Building, in its imposing 
magnitude and attractiveness, situated on the busiest thorough- 
fare in the great metropolis of the western world, is a visible 
exponent of the progress and power of two most important in- 
stitutions of our Church. It is a conspicuous manifestation of 
active instrumentalities of the Church tor the salvation of the 
world, intersecting the busiest current of trade, to spread upon 
its widening waves some of the leaves of the tree of life for the 
healing of the nations. 

Nearly half an acre of land is contained in the premises. The 
basement has an area of 20,114 square feet, extending nineteen 
feet under Broadway, and fourteen feet eleven inches under 
Eleventh-street. The first two floors above, the basement cover 
an area of 15,665 square feet each, and the remaining three floors 
10,959 square feet each—making a total area of 84,421 square 
feet, or a space nearly equal to two acres. The building is new 
and beautiful, with iron fronts on Broadway and Eleventh-street. 
It has five stories above the basement, and 1s not excelled in archi- 
tectural proportion and appearance by any building of its class 
on Broadway. The ceilings are high and well supported by 
numerous iron columns, without partition walls, so that whatever 
partitions are used can be adjusted to the varying demands of 
business. 

It was necessary, in making such a purchase, to provide some 
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means for borrowing a considerable amount, in order to make pay- 
ment of the purchase money. This provision was made by the 
Commission under the power conferred by the General Confer- 
ence, and with the sanction and co-operation of the Book Agents, 
by soliciting a loan of $500,000 on bonds of the Book Concern 
to that amount. The issue of bonds was made redeemable after 
‘three years, and payable at fifteen years from June 1, 1869; and 
although no means to effect their sale, beyond an announcement 
in the “Christian Advocate,” were resorted to, the entire loan 
was placed without the payment of a dollar for commissions. 
In the fall of 1869, when the announcement of “fraud and cor- 
ruption in the Book Concern” was promulgated, and the credit 
of the Concern was thereby publicly impeached, the demand for 
the bonds for a considerable time ceased; but as the smoke 
cleared away the bonds were again rapidly sold, until the entire 
issue was exhausted. The Commission is informed, and believe, 
that the means of the Book Concern are fully adequate to redeem 
these bonds as they mature, without disturbance of its business 
or strain upon its capability. 

At the annual meeting of the Bishops and the General Mission- 
ary Committee, in November, 1869, under arrangements of the 
Board of Managers of the Missionary Society, the new Mission 
Rooms in the Building set apart for the use of the Board and the 
Society were, in a public manner, presented to the Bishops and 
General Missionary Committee, and by them were accepted on be- 
half of the Church for the use of the Missionary Society. The 
sentiments which those representatives of the Church and of our 
missionary interests were pleased to express on that occasion were 
commendatory of the work of the Commission in purchasing the 
premises. The arrangement for the joint occupancy of the Build- 
ing was also approved, as tending to strengthen the connectional 
bonds of our beloved Methodism. 

Since the Commission entered upon its work two of its members, 
Rev. John M’Clintock, D.D., and William W. Cornell, Esq., were 
‘ealled from earthly labor to heavenly rest. Both of these beloved 
brethren, while they lived, rendered faithful service in the Com- 
missiov, and its surviving members, in common with the whole 
Church, mourn their departure. There was something so peculiar 
in the consecrated genius of each of them, and something so con- 
genial in the loving spirit of both of them, that their loss is deeply 
felt and sincerely deplored. 

The Commission has thus completed the work it was constituted 
to perform; and in rendering to the General Conference, to which 
it is amenable, an account of the execution of the trust, the mem- 
bers of the Commission are, each and every one of them, deeply 
sensible of the importance of the transaction which has localized 
the business center of American Methodism for many coming 
years. They cannot view with indifference the judgment of the 
General Conference touching the great transaction. They believe 
that the enormous and increasing business of the Book Concern, 
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and of the Missionary Society, will be promoted by the action of 
the Commission, and that, considering the peculiar obstacles to a 
perfect arrangement as to site and structure, in a portion of the 
city already crowded with existing buildings of costly character, 
the purchase is as well chosen as any that could have been made. 

There is no other religious publishing house in the world that is 
the equal of this one in extent, value, location, or appearance; and, 
considering the probable progression of its important business, it 
is satisfactory to know that within its limits is ample space for a 

_ new and extensive salesroom, and for other accommodations equal 
to the emergency that may arise. 

The action of the Commission is now submitted, and its mem- 
bers take leave of their work; but not without the prayer that the 
new Methodist Publishing and Mission Buildings may hold an 
honored place and send forth a potent influence in the progress of 
American Methodism, until the way of the Lord shall be prepared 
through all the moral wilderness of the world. All which is respect- 
fully submitted. 

Enocn L, Fancuer, GrorcE I. Srenzy, 


Tuomas Carron, Daniet Drew, 

Joun P. Dursin, OttvrR Hoyr, 
Danie. Curry, Cornetius WALtsH, 
Witam L. Harris, Harotrp DoLiner, 
Anprew V. Srovt, Commissioners. 


Dated, New Yorx, May 1, 1872. 


6 1 . Yournal, page 234, 


MEMORIAL OF THE WOMAN’S FOREIGN MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY. 


To THE GrnEeRAL CONFERENCE OF THE Mertuopist EPiscopatn 
CuuRcH:. 


Ar the last annual meeting of the General Executive Committee 
of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, held in Chicago, May, 1871, the undersigned 
were appointed a Committee to memorialize your reverend body 
with respect to the interests of that Society. __ fae 

In appearing for the first time before the highest legislative 
authorities of the Church, it is appropriate that the Society give 
some account of its providential origin and history. 

For several years before its organization, the idea of forming 
such a Society had been entertained both by devoted women in 
the Church at home and by those connected with our foreign 
missions. The appalling fact that there are millions of unsaved 
women in heathen lands who, in consequence of the social customs 
of their people, can be reached and saved only through the instru- 


. 
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mentality of Christian women, needed only to be known to call 
forth sober thought and prompt to earnest action. Meantime, in 
the providence of God, a grand revolution of public sentiment 
with respect to female education was in progress in Asiatic soci- 
ety, in consequence of which doors long closed began to open, and 
Christian women were invited to enter dark homes bearing the 
light of God’s word and Christ’s salvation. Urgent calls were 
made for laborers and for means to carry on this new work, and 
it became evident that new responsibilities had come upon the 
women of our Church with respect to their heathen sisters. 

In the beginning of the year 1869 the subject began to receive 
especial attention from Methodist women in all parts of our coun- 
try. Stimulated by what they saw their sisters in other denom- 
inations accomplishing for Christ in this direction, they believed 
that the time had fully come for them to commence an organized 
effort for this cause. Early in March a few ladies of Boston and 
vicinity met to consider the subject, and after earnest prayer to 
God for guidance determined to endeavor, in the name of Christ, 
to unite the ladies of our entire Church in an organization to 
work for heathen women. 

This purpose was communicated to Rev. Dr. Durbin, Corre- 
sponding Secretary of the Missionary Society of our Church, in a 
letter bearing date March 17, 1869, and advice was sought with 
regard to the organization. The advice received in a letter bear- 
ing date March 20 was that the “ladies should aim at two points: 
1. To raise funds for a particular portion of our mission work in 
India, perhaps also in China; 2. To leave the administration of 
the work to the Board at home and the Missions in India.” 

At a meeting of the ladies, held March 80, the Society was 
organized, with a Constitution embodying these principles, and 
the election of officers representing twelve different States. 

On May 7, Drs. Durbin and Harris, Secretaries of the Mis- 
sionary Society, met the ladies and friends of the new organiza- 
tion, and after full and free consultation expressed themselves as 
satisfied with the action of the ladies, and communicated to 
the Church papers the following statement of their plans and 
purposes : 


The Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society proposes to undertake, through the 
agency of female missionaries, most important work in our missions—a work 
which has received in some degree the attention and aid of the General Society 
for several years past. Though this Society is not technically auxiliary to the 
Parent Missionary Society of the Church, and does not pay its moneys direct to 
our treasury, yet it is auxiliary in its spirit and purpose, and expends its funds 
accordingly. The ladies seem intent on maintaining and enlarging our general 
missionary work, and increasing the contributions to our general treasury, while 
giving attention to the special work which they have undertaken. The mission- 
ary spirit manifested in this movement is worthy of commendation, and if carried 
out according to the true intent and purpose will be fruitful of much good. 


_ The ladies of our Church in all sections of the country were 
immediately invited to unite in this association. The work pro- 
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posed seemed to commend itself to those to whom it was pre- 
sented, and many earnest, faithful co-laborers were found, so that 
auxiliary societies were soon organized in mary important centers. 
After a few months it became evident that the Constitution which 
had been framed to meet the requirements of the Society, so far as 
could be anticipated in the commencement, was inadequate to 
meet the demands and necessities caused by the rapid increase of 
members from all portions of the country and the enlargement of 
the work. Hence in December a new Constitution on an enlarged 
plan, arranging for Branch Societies and a General Executive 
Committee composed of delegates from each branch, was drafted 
and submitted to the Board of Managers of the Missionary Soci- 
ety for their approval and sanction. The Board had previously 
referred the matter of ladies’ missionary societies to a committee, 
which, on receiving the revised Constitution, recommended its 
sanction by the Board and adoption by the ladies interested in 
different parts of the country. The following extracts from the 
Report of the Committee show the position of the Board of 
Managers of the Parent Society concerning this organization an 
its work: 


We have looked into the constitutions of these societies, and perceive that 
their defined object is to promote education and Christianity among the female popula- 
tions of heathen lands. They propose to act in harmony with the chief missionary 
instrumentality of the Church, and to assist in the selection of suitable women as 
teachers and missionaries, who, although devoted to a special work, shall be sent, 
not to independent fields of labor, but to those under the control of our Parent 
Missionary Society, and be subject, as our own missionaries are, to the missionary 
authorities of the Church. : 

That essential service can thus be rendered to the general cause is quite appar- 
ent; indeed the Committee are ready to commend the perception of the ladies who 
originated these new societies in discovering appropriate means of supplying a 
great want, which has been much felt, of special attention to the procurement and 
sending out of proper female teachers and missionaries for heathen women and 
girls. It is a grand purpose, fitly undertaken, when at a time of such need and 
opportunity Christian women attempt to aid heathen women to secure the bless- 
ings of education and Christianity, of which they are now almost entirely deprived. 

Moreover, it is a plea tbat will touch the sensibilities of every Christian woman’s 
heart when she is asked to contribute to the help of her down-trodden and be- 
nighted sisterbood in heathen lands. It cannot be doubted that many contribu- 
tions upon this special ground will be made that otherwise will never find their 
way to any missionary treasury, nor that the special adaptation of females for the 
work proposed in the vast fields of heathenism, where the female populations are 
otherwise inaccessible, will be shown by favorable results. Bn 

If the ladies who govern these societies adhere to the plan of subordinating 
their work to the rules and authority of our Church and of her chief Missionary 
Society, we do not perceive that there can arise any conflict or interference with 
the general plan of our missionary operations. The objection to such independent 
societies has been made, that if particular local societies may be formed for any 
one special service, those for another special service may be formed as well, and 
thus the general work and the established plan of the Church may be frittered 
away, and divided interests and palpable confusion ensue, : 

The answer is, the work is not special in the sense of not being comprehended 
in the plan of our general operations; and so long as our general work is pur- 
sued we are not only ready for but solicitous to receive every aid to further it, 
whether it apply to a particular branch or to the work at large. The objection 
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would certainly have force, if in respect of the contributions of the Church for 
missionary purposes our general plan were interfered with or our general resources 
were «diminished. But the ladies’ societies intend, as we believe, to avoid this 

ground of objection. 

Until, therefore, the societies named depart from these principles, we discover 
no reason for using other language in reference to them than that of the great 
Master, “ Forbid them not; for they who are not against us are on our part.” 

We believe that facilities are afforded now at some of our important foreign 
missions for the work of female teachers and female Bible-readers which did not 
exist at any former period, and that openings for the prosecution of the so-called 
genaua work among the females of the native populations of heathendom were 
never before so inviting. While the customs and superstitions of the native hordes 
of paganism still oppose insuperable barriers to the instruction of females by any 
except those of the same sex, the prejudice does not exclude female teachers. It 
seems, therefore, a providential provision that, at such a conjuncture, a new and 
powerful agency should arise in the Church adapted to the exigency of carrying 
the Gospel and the blessing of education to. the women of heathen countries. 
When we consider the multitudes of those ignorant and unchristianized women, 
and the deep darkness and sorrow of their lot, we are persuaded that a louder cry 
for relief is not borne to the hearing of Christendom than the call they make upon 
the sisterhood of the Churches of Gospel lands. 

In view of the whole subject the Committee think that the Woman’s Foreign 
Missionary Societies, under the regulations above stated, should be indorsed by 
the Board of Managers of the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and should receive tle encouragement of all friends of Missions. 


On recommendation of the same Committee the following 
resolutions were adopted by the Board: 


1. That when the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Societies of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church shall become organized under the proposed Constitution as amended, 
a copy of which is herewith submitted, the said societies, in the judgment of the 
Board of Managers of the Missionary Society ot the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
will be entitled to the cordial support and co-operation of our pastors and people. 

2. That the ladies who have originated these new societies, and those by whom 
they are supported, are entitled to the commendation and encouragement of all 
friends of missions. 


The thus indorsed and commended Constitution was thereupon 
adopted by the original Society. Its text is as follows: 


CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE J.—NaAmeE. 


This Association shall be called “THe WomAn’s ForREIGgN MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
OF THE METHODIST EPIscOoPAL CHURCH.” 


ARTICLE IJ.—PURPOSE. 


The purpose of this Society is to engage and unite the efforts of Christian 
women in sending female missionaries to women in the foreign mission fields of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and in supporting them and native Christian 
teachers and Bible-readers in those fields. 


ARTICLE IIJ.—Mempersuip. 


The payment of one dollar annually shall constitute membership, and twenty 
dollars life-membership. Any person paying one hundred dollars shall become an 
Honorary Manager for life, and the contribution of three hundred dollars shall 
constitute the donor an Honorary Patron for life. 
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ARTICLE TV.—ORGANIZATION. 


The organization of this Society shall consist of a General Executive Commit- 
tee, Branch and Auxiliary Societies, to be constituted and limited as laid down in 
subsequent articles, 


ARTICLE V.—GENERAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 


Sec. 1. The management and general administration of the affairs of the 
Society shall be vested in a General. Executive Committee, consisting of the 
Corresponding Secretaries of the Branch Societies and two delegates from each 
Branch, which delegates, together with two reserves, shall be elected at the last 
quarterly meeting before the annual meeting of the General Executive Commit- 
tee; said committee shall meet at Boston the third Wednesday in April, 1870, and 
annually or oftener thereafter at such time and place as the General Executive 
Committee shall annually determine. 

Sec. 2. The duties of the General Executive Committee shall be— 

1. To receive the reports of the several treasurers, and ascertain from them 
the financial condition of the Society, and to appropriate moneys found in the sev- 
eral treasuries in such ways as shall be deemed best in accordance with the pur- 
poses and method herein indicated. 

2. To take into consideration the interests and demands of the entire work of 
the Society, including the employment of new missionaries and the designation of 
their fields of labor, and to devise means for carrying forward this work, fixing 
the amount necessary to be raised, and arranging with the Branch Societies as to 
the number of missionaries to be supported and the work to be undertaken by 
each Branch. : 

3. To appoint a committee, consisting of one from each Branch Society, to have 
charge of the missionary paper of the Society, and to arrange with the Correspond- 
ing Secretaries for the publication of the Annual Report of the work of the Society. 

4, To transact any other business that the interests of the Society may demand. 
Provided, nevertheless, that all the plans and directions of the Committee shall be 
in harmony with the provisions of this Constitution. 


ARTICLE VI.-——BRANCH SOCIETIES. 


Sec. 1. The organizations already formed at Boston, New York, Philadelphia, 
Chicago, and Cincinnati shall be regarded as co-ordinate Branches of this Society 
on their acceptance of this relationship under the provisions of the present 
Constitution. 

Sec. 2. Other Branches may be organized in accordance with the following gen- 
eral plan for districting the territory of the Church: 


Districts. States. Headquarters. 
J. New England States....... Pree terete tel saber unite on chsehe) cas ororee Boston. 

Ailes New iOLIS AIC IN GW d CISC Vicverc.a ois) \claials)oseters) nicteueintal/ele= nite New York. 
III. Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and District of Columbia. Philadelphia. 
IV. Ohio, West Virginia, and Kentucky...............-+--- Cincinnati. 

Y. Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, and Wisconsin............... Chicago. 

VI. Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, and Minnesota................. St. Louis. 
Vil. Arkansas, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas............. New Orleans. 
VIII. Tennessee, North Carolina, South Carolina, Alabama, Geor- 
gia, and Florida, .... ..-.s. see cece rece ee ence ee eeee Charleston. 
IDG, T2evotie CpSinsaess ken Oaneeunm ove eo on oopsna oe sepende San Francisco. 


This plan, however, may be changed by an affirmative vote of three fourths of 
the members of the General Executive Committee present at any annual meeting 
of the sarne. ; 

Sec. 3. The officers of each Branch Society shail consist of a President, not less 
than ten Vice-Presidents, a Recording Secretary, a Corresponding Secretary, a 
Treasurer, an Auditor—who may be a gentleman—and not less than ten Man- 


- 
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agers. These, with the exception of the Auditor, shall constitute an Executive 
Committee for the administration of the affairs of the Branch, five of whom shall 
be a quorum for the transaction of business. These officers shall be elected at the 
annual meeting of the Branch, and shall continue in office until others are chosen 
in their stead. 

Sec. 4. The President, or one of the Vice-Presidents, shall preside at all meet- 
ings of the Branch and of its Executive Committee. ‘ 

The Recording Secretary shall notify all meetings of the Branch and of the 
Executive Committee, and shall keep a full record of the proceedings. 

The Corresponding Secretary shall, under the direction of the Executive Com- 
mittee, conduct the correspondence of the Society with foreign missionaries, with 
the other Branches, and with its auxiliary Societies, (hereinafter mentioned,) and 
shall endeavor by all practicable means to form auxiliary societies within the pre- 
scribed territory of the Branch. It shall also be her duty to present to the annual 
meeting of the General Executive Committee a report of the work of the Branch 
during the year, for publication in their Annual Report. 

The Treasurer shall receive all contributions to the Branch, keeping proper 
books of account, and shall make such disposition of the funds as the xecutive 
Committee may direct; each order of the Committee being duly signed by the 
Corresponding Secretary. 

Sec. 5. The Executive Committee shall lave full supervision of all the work 
assigned to the Branch by the General Hxecutive Committee, and may order the 
disbursement of those funds required for that work, provide for all the wants, and 
receive all the reports of the missionaries, Bible-women, and teachers, who, by 
the plan of the General Executive Committee, are to be supported by their Branch. 

Sec. 6. No Branch Society shall project new work, or undertake the support of 
new missionaries, except by the direction or with the approval of the General 
Executive Committee. 

Sec. 7. Each Branch Society may make its own by-laws regulating its meetings 
and those of its Executive Committee, also any others which may be deemed 
necessary to the efficiency of the Society, not inconsistent with this Constitution. 


ARTICLE VII.—AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 


Any number of ladies contributing not less than ten dollars annually may form a 
society auxiliary to that branch of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church within whose prescribed territorial limits they may 
reside, by appointing a President, three or more Vice-Presidents or Managers, a 
Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, and Treasurer, who, together, shall 
constitute a local Executive Committee. 


ARTICLE VIII.— ReLATION 10 THE MISsIONARY AUTHORITIES OF THE CHURCH. 


Sec. 1 This Society will work in harmony with, and under the supervision of 
the authorities of the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
be subject to their approval in the employment and remuneration of missionaries 
the designation of their fields of labor, and in the general plans and designs of its 
work. 

Sec. 2. All missionaries supported by the Society shall be. approved by the con- 
stituted missionary authorities of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and shall labor 
under the direction of the authorities of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and of 
the particular missions of that Society in which they may be severally employed 
and they shall be subject to the same rules and regulations that govern the other 
missionaries in those particular missions. 

Sec. 3. The funds of the Society shall not be raised by collections or subscrip- 
tions taken during any Church services or in any promiscuous public meeting 
but shall be raised by securing members, life-members, honorary managers and 
patrons, and by such other methods as will not interfere with the ordinary collec- 
tions or contributions for the treasury of the Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 
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‘ ARTICLE [X.—CHANGE OF CONSTITUTION. 


This Constitution may be changed at any annual meeting of the General Exec- 
utive Committee by a two-third vote of each Branch delegation, notice of the pro- 
posed change having been given at the previous annual meeting; but Article VIIT 
shall not be changed except with the concurrence of the Board of Managers of the 
Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


The plan of districts presented above in Art. VI, sec. 2, was 
modified at. the last meeting of the Executive Committee. It now 
stands as follows: 


Districts. States. Headquarters. 
I. New England States............... siepstelaietenclirers eeccee ... Boston. 

TE. New York and New Jersey...... ACCOR CLOT oe... New York. 
HIE Pennsylvania and Delaware..........ceeccenectecuceces Philadelphia. 
IV. Maryland, District of Columbia, and Hastern Virginia...... Baltimore. 

V. Ohio, West Virginia, and Kentucky........ Keene Sod aOR Cincinnati. 
VI. Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, and Wisconsin................ Chicago. 

VII. Towa, Missouri, Kansas, Minnesota, Nebraska, and Colorado. St. Louis. 
VIIL. Arkansas, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas............005 New Orleans. 
IX? Tennessee, North Carolina, South Carolina, Alabama, Georgia, 
and Florida..... Hashiod 66 COCO SEM OHGOmANRT SD bNGoos Atlanta. 
PXCnm ie ACHG! COAST elavcte elayelevalolaleleetetel otal eieio/ai« MMonBKEseddodsa San Francisco. 


The Society thus brought into being has been in operation three 
years. During the first nearly 100 auxiliaries were organized; 
during the second the number increased to 614; during the third to 
1,083, which is our present number. Our aggregate membership 
at the present, time is 41,654. 

The amount raised by the Society the first year was $7,000; the 
second, $22,000; the third, $49,430 71. . : 

During the first year the Society sent to India two missionaries, 
approved by the missionary authorities at New York. The sec 
ond year the support of the Girls’ Orphanage at Bareilly was 
undertaken, as also a considerable amount of school and zenana 
work in different stations, and in the autumn a third lady was 
sent out. An appropriation of $300 was also made for work in 
China. The past year work among the women and children of 
India has been supported in twenty-one stations, a “ Home” pur- 
chased at Lucknow, and two more ladies have reinforced the 
workers already in the mission. To China four missionaries have 
been sent, two each for the cities of Foochow and Peking. Addis 
tional schoot work has also, been sustained. There are now nine 
American missionaries representing the Society in foreign fields. 

Such are the more important facts connected with the history: 
of the Society which we represent. For fuller information respect- 
ing details we refer you to the Annual Reports, and other publica- 
tions of the Society herewith submitted. ‘To us it seems most clear 
that God’s favoring smile has been upon us. The growth of our 
work has surpassed our most sanguine expectations. For the 
favor accorded it throughout the Church we have been and are de» 
voutly grateful. It has been erent with remarkable unanimity 
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and heartiness by the highest officers of the Church. So far as we 
know, every Annual Conference before which it has been brought 
has warmly commended it. It is a great satisfaction to us that we 
can represent the Society to you with such an assurance of cheer- 
ful recognition. 

The Society has but one request to make at your hands, It is 
that it may be officially authorized to prosecute its work as a rec- 
ognized agency of the Church, with no other than its present re- 
strictions, its Annual Report having place in the Report of the 
General Society. 

Devoutly praying that the great Head of the Church may pre- 
side over all your deliberations and cause them to promote not 
only the welfare of Christ’s kingdom at home, but also the early 
evangelizing of all the ends of the earth, we have the honor to 
subscribe ourselves, in behalf of the Society, 

Most respectfully yours, 
Mrs. Wm. B. Sxrpmors, 
Mrs. Wu. F. Warren, 
Mrs. Jenniz F. Witting. 


62,—ournal, page 277. 


MEMORIAL OF THE LADIES’ AND PASTORS’ CHRISTIAN UNION. 


To THe Bisuorps AND MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


Dear Fatuers AND BreTaren: We the undersigned, having 
been duly appointed, beg leave to call your attention to the plans 
and work of the Ladies’ and Pastors’ Christian Union. 

The object of this Society is the evangelization of the neglected 
masses in our midst who do not come to the Church, or who can- 
not be reached by ordinary means. 

The chief agency employed is the voluntary labors of Christian 
women, who go into the homes of the people, and by personal 
attentions and appeals, and the judicious distribution of tracts, 
bring them to the knowledge of the truth. 

For the plans and details of work we refer you to the accom- 
panying Report of the Society. 

We are instructed to state that after more than four years 
of successful work the Society is in efficient working condition, 
and has six hundred dollars in its treasury. And further, 
that it has not only demonstrated the practicability of its plans, 
but has received the indorsement of twenty Annual Conferences, 
and the approval of nearly all the Methodist preachers’ meetings 
of any magnitude in the country. 

And now, after faithfully serving a probationary term of four 
years, the Society respectfully asks to be received into full con- 
nection, and recognized as a working power in the Church. 
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The work undertaken needs to be done. More than two thirds 
of the Church are women. They are ready to perform the 
labor, and it only needs your sanction and fostering care to make 
this Society one of the important and valuable auxiliaries of the 
Church. 

The Society would prefer passing under the control of the Gen- 
eral Conference with as little change in these tested plans of 
work as possible. And yet, if you can devise other and better 
plans under which the eight hundred thousand Methodist women 
can successfully labor in this field for which Heaven has so pecul- 
iarly and richly endowed them, the Society stands ready to co- 
operate with you. 

Praying that you may be guided in all your deliberations, we 
commend this Soviety to your generous consideration and care. 

Mrs. Exten H. Srzpson, Mrs. Mary H. Cranz, 

Mrs. D. D. Kryestey, Mrs. Marta L. Rica, 

Mrs. Annie Wirtenmeyver, Mrs. Wm. F. Warren, 

Mrs. Caronine R. Wricut, -Mrs. 8. L. Keen, 

Mrs. Jennie I’. Wi1ine, Mrs. Harriet SKIDMORE, 
Mrs. Mary E. Crook, 


Beit as el 
1k 4p yi 


‘ 


Sie Lhe | 


eel Ls 
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Absence, leave of, 

granted to, Ashcom, C. W., 147, 827; Ander- 
son, A. J., 354; Allyn, R., 360; Beale, C., 
188; Beadle, W. H. H., 245; Bates, D. M., 
249; Baldwin, 8., 818; Burr, J. K., 299; 
Callahan, E., 147; Coldwell, T. H., 308; Claf- 
lin, W., 826; Corwin, I.,863; Evans, John, 
245; Foster, R. §., 153; Hosford, E. K., 295; 
Hackedorn, @. C., 8345; Hamlin, B. B., 361; 
Harris, J. A., 872; Kuhl, P., 233, 318; Kim- 
ball, J. C., 809; Kenney, W., 349; Koen- 
eke, 861; Lindsay, J. W., 101; Lewis, J. W. 
251; Latimer, J. E.,318; Lawrence, W., 824; 
M’Intosb, J. C., 245; Muzzy, H., 251; Mun- 
ger, C., 258; Middleton, J. B., 318; Nel- 
son, R., 808; Nesbit, S. H., 356; Owen, J., 
244; Olin, W. H., 245; Pond, L. W., 806; 
Patton, J., 151; Quigg, J. B., 245; Reynolds, 
G. G., 189; Rogers, H. H., 252, 327; Strong, 
J., 204; Smith, D. C., 283; Saxe, R. J., 3274 
Stoker, W., 834; Thompson, W. H., 248; 
Todd, R. W., 873; Wakeley, J. B., 819; 
Whitney, B., 290. 


Admitted, 

Adams, M., 89; retires, 319; Beale, C., 53; 
Brown, C. R., 249; Brown, 8.C., 855; Burr, 
W. A., 58; Butler, W., 101, 319; Curtis, J. 
D., 878; Daily, W. M., 276; retires, 819; 
Dickey, A. M., 53; Dillingham, Paul, 185; 
Hillington, ©. A. 809; French, J., 189; 
Gregg, A, ©., 818; Hiett, J, W., 824; Hil- 
liard, 8. W., 299, 819; Hoagland, Amos, 204; 
Hypes, B., 376; Jackson, E. W., 318; Jones, 
H. A., 58; Kimball, J. O., 249; King, L. H., 
153, 295, 319; Kniel, T., 806; Lewis, Z. N., 
823; Logan, T. H., 53; Lynch, J.. 819; Ma- 

ee, J. P., 63,3826, Malcom, W. D., 39; Malla- 
ieu, T., 24S; Mendenhall, M. H., 519; Mer- 
win, J. B., 319; Morse, J. L., 290; Paxton, W. 
W.., 327; Petrie, F.C., 274 ; Pettibone, P., 290, 
$42; Phillips, J. M., 58, 368; Plaisted. F. A., 
279; Randolph, J. W., 318; retires, 837; 
Sapp, R., admitted, 39; Schlagenhauf, J., 
818; Smith, J. H.V., 295; Spahr, B. H., 
828; Sprague, F. L., 275; Stewart, D. A., 
290; Stone, J. W., 147; Swing, P. B., 305; 
Todd, R. W., 349. 


African Methodist Episcopal Church, 
telegram from, 196; bishop of, invited to 
platform, 363; letter to General Conference 

of, 894, 541. 


African M. E. Zion Church, 
letter from, 246, 534. 
Alabama Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 82; lay delegates 
of, 48; memorial from, 109; resolution re- 
specting, 417; boundaries of, 418, 417, 


American Baptist Home Miss. Society, 
delegates from, 824, 838 ; addresses of, 588. 
American Bible Society, 


invitation of, to attend its anniversary, 86, 
103; committee on, 105; report on, 385, 


American Congregational Union, 
invitation to attend reunion of, 100. 


American Independence, Centennial of, 
committee on, 106, 251; report of, 888. 


Ameritan Peace Society, 
memorial of, 234. 


Andrews, E. G., 
elected bishop, 806; consecration of, 822. 


Annual Conferences, 

list of, 82, 417-428 ; call of roll of, to cease, 227: 
secretaries of, to forward certificates of dele- 
gates for 1876, 403; statistical questions for, 
40S ; jurisdiction of, over preachers on trial, 
487; on journals of, 447. 

Appeals, Committee on, 
of whom composed, 78; rules for govern- 
ment of, 63, 245; changes in, 152, 189. 
Appeals, 
resolution on modification of rules on, 245. 
Appeals, Referred, TS maul 

of R. May, 109; of A. J. Kirkpatrick, 114; 
of T. B. Taylor, 115; of W. @. Fowler, 116; 
of H. 8. Shaw, 118; of J. 8. Moore, 120; of 
J.B. Craig, 156; of M. Mahin, 164; of W. 
R. Hoback, 196; of J. Vannote, 218; of B. 
D. Palmer, 238; of E. A. Hill, 810. 

Appeals, Reports on, 

J. B. Craig, decision affirmed, 229; W. G. 
Fowler, decision affirmed, 315, 316; W. R. 
Hoback, new trial ordered, 395; A. J. Kirk- 
patrick, decision reversed, 823; R. May, new 
trial ordered, 271, 802; J.S. Moore, new trial 
ordered, 271, 802; B. D. Palmer, new trial 
ordered, 271, 303; H. 8. Shaw, decision af- 
firmed, 395; T. B. Taylor, new trial ordered, 
803; J. Vannote, decision reversed, 829, 380; 
W. M. Smith, case laid over, 407. 


Appeals, Trial of, 
of ministers or preachers, 405; of bishops, 406. 
Arkansas Conference, 
boundaries of, 287, 417. 
Arrangements, Committee of, 
thanks to, 446. 
Atkinson, Charles, 
claim against, 289. 
Ayes and Noes 
Called, 41, 44, 47, 254, 291, 349. 


Bacon, G. B., 
righ tated 108; credentials and address of, 
5. 
Baker, Bishop, 
addresses in memory of, 258, 264, 
Baker University, 
memorial of, 115; report of committee on, 292. 
Baltimore Conference. 
ministerial delegates of, 82; lay delegates of, 
48; boundaries of, 418. 
Benevolent Societies, 
committee on relation of, 217, 232; report 
of committee on, 272, 295-298; bishops in- 
structed to nominate managers for, 299, 331, 
881,382; vacancies in boards of managers of, 
how filled, 882. 
Benson, H. C., 
election of, 356. 
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Benson, M., 
introduced, 159; credentials and addresses 
of, 206, 524, 529. 


Bible, revised translation of the, 

committee on Bible Society instructed to 

make inquiry respecting, 244. 
Bishops, 

report of, on boundaries of annual confer- 
ences, 55, 89; address of, motion respecting, 
59, 104; committee on support of, 87, 106, 201, 
949-251: colored, 91, 253; disposition of, 
104; memorial services for deceased, 104, 
257-271 ; resolutions on, 182, 332, 346, 369, 
895, 403, 404; resolutions on election of, 189, 
287, 290, 291; election of, 300, 305, 306, 3807; 
consecration of, 802, 303, 316, 321, 322; 
paper on articles of religion referred to, 
310; residences and moving expenses of, 
820, 894, 408, 404; Roberts, removing re- 
strictions from, 830; authorized to appoint 
three delegates to M. E. Church, South, 
840; requested to divide certain missionary 
appropriations, 845; administration of, ‘ap- 
proved, 346; authorized to bring forward 
business, 395; trial of, 404, 406. 


Biack River Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 82; lay delegates 
of, 48; boundaries of, 304, 319, 824, 


Boehm, Henry, - 
introduced to Conference, 155. 


Book Agents, 

report of, at New York, 102, 146, 298, 542, 
629, 654; report of, at Cincinnati, 139, 551; 
to publish amounts received for expenses 
of delegates, 244; number of, 358, 3897; 
election of, 861, 368, 869, 872, 374, 875; on 
duties af 358, 897, 898; special committee 
on trial Of, 8361; report of special committee 
on trial of, 396; to pay salaries of General 
Conference officers in certain cases, 4035 to 
report salaries in certain cases, 448, 


Book Committee, 
quadrennial report of, 101, 560, 616; minority 
report of, 101, 616-629; present members 
of committee of 1868-72 not to be renomi- 
nated, 400; the late agents not to be mem- 
bers of the Book Committee, 412. 


Book Concern, 

committee on, 69, 86, 152, 154, 168, 228, 246, 
948, 845; location of the principal publish- 
ing houses of, 357, 897; number of agents, 
897; tules for government of, 897, 398; 
special committee on, 148, 150, 169, 188, 
189, 210, 287; delegations authorized to fill 
vacancies in committee, 150; papers on 
alleged irregularities and frauds in Book 
Concern, referred to, 150, 151; no change in, 
after investigation shall have commenced, 
151; report of committee, 364-368, 


Boston Theological Seminary, 
quadrennial report of trustees of, 234, 711. 


Boundaries of Conferences, 

committee on, 67-69, 86, 169,190; report of 
bishops on boundaries, 55; report of com- 
mittee on, 209, 228 ; committee on, instructed 
to report in certain cases, 287; special com- 
mission on, in State of New York, 825, 827, 
334, 334, 344; report of special commission, 
862; protest against, 363. [For further 
action respecting, see under name of Con- 
ference. ] 


Bowman, T., 
elected bishop, 800; consecration of, $22. 
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Bowman, T., (fraternal delegate) 
introduced, 808; address of, 588. 
British America, Conference of East- 
ern 
address of, 159, 506; reply to, 887, 514; dele 
gate from, introduced, 108; address of 
159, 508. 
British Wesleyan Conference, 
address of, 107, 459; reply to, 887, 475; dele- 
gates from introduced, 107; credentials and 
addresses of, 458, 462474; leave-taking 
of, 180. 


California Christian Advocate, 
editor of, 356; publishing committee of, 481. 
California Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 82; lay delegates 
of, 48; memorial of, on representation and 
boards of trustees, 109; action of, on book 
interests, 232; boundaries of, 418, 418; 
authorized to divide, 427, 
California, publishing interests in, 
resolutions on, 430. 
Call of the House 
ordered, 449. 
Canada, M. E. Church of, 
address of, 206, 524; ele to, 330, 530; dele- 
gates from, introduced, 159; credentials and. 
addresses of, 206, 523, 524, 526, 529; leave- 
taking, 327; resolution on union with, 206. 
Canada, Wesleyan Conference of, 
address of, 158, 494; reply to, 830, 504; dele- 
gates from introduced, 107; credentials and 
addresses of, 158, 808, 498, 496, 500; leave- 
taking, 180. 
Carlton, Thomas, 
papers from, 298, 654, 
Central German Conference,. . 
ministerial delegates of, 82; lay delegates of, 
49 ; boundaries of, 418. 
Central Illinois Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 32; lay delegates of, 
49; boundaries of, 814, 418. 
Central New York Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 82; lay delegates of, 
49; on rules for annual conferences and on 
boundaries, 90; on Woman’s Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society, 111; on monthly magazine, 
etc., 190,191; to hold session this fall, 369; 
boundaries of, 418, 
Central Ohio Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 82; lay delegates 
of, 49; boundaries of, 418, 418. 
Central Pennsylvania Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 82; lay delegates 
na journal of, 157; boundaries of, 413 


Chair, decision of, 
appealed from, 148, 291, 821, 375. 
Chartered Fund, 
special committee on, 182; quadrennial re- 
port of trustees of, 182, 707; supplemental 
report of trustces of, 409, 709; nomination 
of trustees of, approved, 409. 
Chicago German Conference, 
boundaries of, 804, 419; missionary appropri- 
ation for, 345, 
China, 
address from mission in, 881, 589. 


Index. 


Christian Advocate, 
election of editor of, 849, 350, 852. 
Christian Apologist, 
election of editor of, 848. 
Church Extension, 
committee on, 80, 81, 96, 152; reports from,— 
on appointing legal advisers, 229; on num- 
ber of quorum, 333; number of board of 
managers, 333; Report No. II adopted as a 
whole, 337-341; Report No. III, on loans, 
341; Report No. VI, resolution on incorpo- 
ration of board of, 404; district committee 
on, 414; report No. IV, on donations and 
loan fund, 442. 
Church Extension Society, 
report of, 101; election of secretary of, 381; 
managers of, 381. 
Church Property, 
committee on, 87, 105. 
‘Church Union, 
committee on, 206, 211; papers referred to 
committee on, 246; report of, 412. 
- Cincinnati Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 88; lay delegates of, 
49; boundaries of, 419. 
Claflin, W., 
admitted to seat, 209. 
Clark, Bishop, 
address of Bishop Simpson on, 258; of L. 
Hitchcock on, 267. 
Collections, Disciplinary, _ 
annual conferences to arrange times for tak- 
ing, 407. 
Colleges, 
day of prayer of, 442. 
Colorado Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 33; lay delegates 
of, 49; boundaries of, 805, 419. 
Colorado Depository, 
report of Committee on Book Concern on, 8TT. 
Commission on Western, Central, and 
Wew York Conferences, 
to adjust certain conference relations, 869. 
Commissioners on the Superannuated 
Preachers, 
for Central and Western New York Confer- 
ences, 384. 
Committees, Special, 
ordered, 87; appointed, 105, 106. 
Committees, Standing, — 
election of, 64-85 ; organization of, 86. 
Congregational Churches, National 
Council of, : 
delegation from, introduced, 108; credentials 
and address of, 159, 515. 
Connectional Buildings, 
report of commissioners on purchase of, 124, 
721; their action approved, 486. 
Corresponding Secretaries, 
of Missionary Society, 832; of Church Exten- 
sion Society, 833; of Freedmen’s Aid Soci- 
ety, 834; of Board of Education, 878. 


Crosby, H., 


introduced, 107; credentials and address of, 
478, 


Daily Advocate ; 
san of order to be published in, 68; copies 
of, to Dr. Jobson, 68; to each foreign mis- 
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sion, 207; money received for expenses of 
delegates to be published in, 244; thanks to 
editor and publishers of, 446, 


Deceased Bishops, 
memorial services for, 257-271. 


Decoration Day, 
resolution on, 855, 


Delaware Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 88; lay delegates of, 
49 ; boundaries of, 419. 


Delegates, Fraternal, 

committee to receive, 55; reception of,—from 
British Conference, 107; from Generai As- 
sembly of Presbyterian Church, 107; from 
Irish Wesleyan Conference, 107; from Wes- 
leyan Conference of Canada, 107; from Con- 
ference of Eastern British America, 108; 
from “ Methodist Church,” 108 ; from Amer- 
ican Congregational Council, 108; Method- 
ist Episcopal Church in Canada, 206; Free 
Church of Italy, 218, 245; Methodist Prot- 
estant Church, 246; General Conference of 
Evangelical Association in America, 308; 
Baptist Church, 333. 


Delegates, Fraternal, 
addresses of,— Wiseman, L. H., 107, 462; Pun- 
shon, W. M., 107, 467; Crosby, H., 107, 478 ; 
M’Kay, Jos. W., 107, 352, 485 ; Sanderson, G., 
107, 496; Sutherland, ——, 107, 500; Pope, 
H. W., 108, 159; Wheat, E. A., 108, 517; 
Williams, C. H., 108, 518; Bacon, G. B., 108, 
515; Wild, J., 206, 526; Benson, M., 206, 
529; Thompson, J. B., 245; Gavazzi, A., 245, 
Murray, J. J., 246, 581; Dubs, R., 308, 536; 
Bowman, T., 308, 588; Gillette, Dr., 338 
538; Dunn, Dr., 833, 589. 
Delegates, Lay, 
list of, by conferences, 48-53. 
Delegates, Ministerial, 
list of, by conferences, 82-39. 
Des Moines Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 83; lay delegates of, 
49; action of, on office, etc., of bishops, 1125 
action of, on lay representation, 112; action 
of,on presiding eldership, 158; boundaries 
of, 419. 
Detroit Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 88; Jay delegates of, 
49; boundaries of, 420, 
Dillon, I., 
election of, 356. 
Discipline, Book of, 
editors of, 868; paragraphs of to be consecu- 
tively numbered, 410; certain matters to be 
transferred from appendix of, to the body 
of the work, 438. 
District Conferences, 
memorial of National Local Preachers’ Asso- 
ciation concerning, 228; of whom composed 
and duties of, 410, 411. 
Drew Theological Seminary, 
nomination of trustees for, 402; report of 
seminary, 310, 716. 
Dubs, R., 
introduced, 8083; address of, 536. 
Dunn, Dr., 
introduced, $33; address of, 338, 588. 


Durbin, J. P., 
resolution on services of, 336; to hold position 
of honorary secretary, 336; presentation to, 
854. 
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Lei Pater J. T., 
entials of appointment of, 478. 


East Genesee Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 33; lay delegates of, 
49; resolution relating to superannuated 
members of, 369; action dividing, not to bé 
operative at present, 369. 


East German Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 83; lay delegates of, 
49; boundaries of, 420. 


Hast Maine Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 83; lay delegates of, 
49; boundaries of, 420, 


Ecclesiastical Jurisprudence, 
bishops to appoint a commission to report 
code on, 294. 


Elddy, T. M. 
to prepare paper on the Minard Home, 354; 
report of, adopted, 374. 


Editors, 
election of, 842, 343, 850, 852, 854, 856 857, 
958, 872, 373. 


Education, 

committee on, 73; organization of, 86; change 
in committee on, 152, 168, 249; quadrennial 
report of board of, 178, 701; report of com- 
mittee on, on common schools, 441; on 
memorial of Mission Conference of Ger- 
many and Switzerland, 293; on election of 
corresponding secretary and on collections, 
876, 878; on filling vacancies, 411; on Ger- 
man theological department, 440, 441; col- 
leges, day of prayer for, 442; bishops to fill 
vacancy in office of secretary, 408. 


Edwards, A., 
election of, 354. 


Electoral Conference, 
Bw SpUIbOBCK, 46; lay delegates to be chosen 
y, 46. 


Episcopacy, Committee on, 
appointment of, 64; organization of, 86; re- 
port of, on services for deceased bishops, 
154; report of, on ruling of Bishop Scott, 
253; on transfers, 253; on colored bishops, 
253; on number of bishops to be elected, 
254-256; senior bishops to be relieved, 257 ; 
on tenure of episcopal office, etc., 302; or- 
dination of bishops, report on, 316, 317; 
administration of bishops approved, 346; 
on case of Bishop Morris, 437, 
Erie Conference, 
niinisterial delegates of, 33; lay delegates of, 
49; boundaries of, 420. 
Bvangelical Associa’n in Ametica, 
delegates from, introduced, 808; credentials 
and addresses of, 808, 535; 586, 538. 
Expenses of Delegates, 
committee on; 105; committee instructed, 
879; reports of, 154, 155, 399; receipts for, 
to be published, 244; resolutions on, 346, 
898, 400. 


Fasting and Prayer, 
day of, appointed, 248. 
Finch, T. J., 
Selegne from the “Methodist Church,” 159, 
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Florida Conference, 


boundaries of, 420: 


Foster, R. S., 
elected bishop, 300; consecration of, 822. 


Fraternal Bodies, _ 
réplies to, adopted, 401; W. L. Harris and 
G. W. Woodruff to edit, 401; delegates to, 
437, 438. : 
Fraternal Correspondence, 
committee on, 89, 106; replies to various fra- 
ternal bodies, 387, 394, 


Fraternal Delegates, 
committee on reception of, 55, 101, 147, 218, 


’ 


Free Church of Italy, 
deputation from, 218; reception of, 245. 


Freedmen, ; 
Soi Ue on, $1, 101, 152; reports of, 300, 
412, 


Frreedmen’s Aid Society, 
committee on, 81; report of committee, 300; 
constitution of, 801; election of secretary of, 
823, 332, 834; managers of, 882; district 
committee of, 415. 


Fry, St. James B., 


election of, 356. 


Fuller, Dr., 
authorized to draw salary, 407. 


Garrett Biblical Institute, 
quadrennial report of, 278, 714. 


Gavazzi, A., 
introduced, 245. 


General Conference 
organization of, 81, 39; W. L. Harris elected 
secretary, 89; assistant secretaries of, 54, 
58; report of the bishops on change of sec- 
ond restrictive rule, 39; state of vote on, 
39; action of, on Jay delegation, 40-48, 54; 
certificates of lay delegates, 48-53; address 
of lay delegates to, 56; standing commit- 
tees of, ordered, 58; how constituted, 64-85, 
86; manual of, ordered, 88; resokition on 
journal of, 99; secretaries to edit journal, 
100, 868; officers, time for election of, 279, 
823; secretary of, to send board of mana- 
gers of Missionary Society a certified copy 
“~~ of changes made in constitution of society, 
salaries of retiring, 403; book agents to 
report amount of salaries paid by them to 
officers of, 448; place for holding next ses- 
sion of, 281, 816; time fixed for adjourn - 
ment, 888; committee on “thanks,” 895; 
certificates of election of delegates to Con- 
ference of 1876 to be sent to secretary of, 403; 
final roll call of, 449-451; adjournment of, 
452. 


Genesee Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 83; lay delegates 
of, 49; extracts from journal of, 161. 
Georgia Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 84; lay delegates of, 
50; on forming a colored conference, 92, 
93; on boundaries, 113; boundaries of, 420. 
German Conference, 
memorials on, 91. 
German Editors, 
resolution on, 295; election of, 848. 
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German Théological School, 
report on, 440, 
Germany and Switzerland Confer- 
ence, 
memorial of, on school, 298. 
Gillette, Dr., pies 
introduced, 383; his address, 538. 
Goodenough, &. J., 
moor of, in answer to J. Lanahan, 276, 
6. 
Good Templars, 


feleeram from, 859; committee to reply to, 


Graham, T. B., _ 
credentials of, 159, 517, 
Grinnell, J. B., 
credentials of, 159, 515. 
Gunn, J. A., 
reports of, 623, 682. 


Hamilton, J. B., 
introduced, 108; credentials of, 159, 517. 
Harris, W. L.; 
elected bishop, 300; consecration of, 322; res- 
ignation of, as secretary, 817; compliment- 
ary votes to, 318, 334; appointed to edit the 
Journal and the Discipline, 368, 369. 


Haven, Ei. O., 

elected corresponding secretary of Board of 
Education, 378. 
Haven, G., 


elected bishop, 306; consecration of, 322. 


Holston Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 34; lay delegates of, 
50; action of, in reference to Methodist 
Advocate, 194; boundaries of, 420. 


Hoyt, F’. S., 
election of, 353. 


Hunter, W.., 


election of, 357. 


Hymn Book, 
special committee on, 185, 211, 374, 376. 


Illinois Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 34; lay delegates of, 
50; resolution of, on boundaries, 114; reso- 
lution of, on case of C, Atkinson, 161; 
~ boundaries of, 421, 
India Conference, 
ministerial delegate, 84; resolutions of, asking 
for such changes as would enable Church 
Extension Society to assist them, 161; 
boundaries of, 421. 


Indiana Conference, 


ministerial delegates of, 34; lay delegates of, | 


50; boundaries of, 421. 


Insurance, 
committee on, 105. ‘ 


Iowa Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 84; lay delegates of, 
50; boundaries of, 421. 


Irish Wesleyan Conference, 
address of the, 107, 481; reply to, 887, 490; 
delegate from the, introduced, 107; creden- 
tials and address of, 480, 485. 
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Italian Mission, 


correspondence in regard to, 248, 


Itinerancy, 


committee on, 66; organization of, 86; change 
in, 153, 168, 189, 287, 817; report back cer- 
tain papers, 154; report on ratio of repre- 
sentation, 343; on judicial conferences, etc., 
404-406; on conference journals, 447; on 
local preachers, 448. 


Janes, Bishop, 
resolution of sympathy with, 182; again present 
in Conference, 257; presentation by, of paper 
on the Minard Home, 853; closing address 
of, 451. 
John-street Church, 
special committee on, 218, 252; report of, 894; 
trustees of, 428, 
Jones, Bishop, 


communication from, 246, 534. 


Journal of General Conference, 
copy of, to be certified; book agents to furnish 
bishops ahd delegates with a copy of the, 441. 


Kansas Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 34; lay delegates of, 
50; boundaries of, 416, 421; authorized to 
divide, 428; transfer of, from the Eleventh to 

the Tenth District, 442. 


Kentucky Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 84; lay delegates of, 
50; boundaries of, 421. 


Kilbreth, J. P., ‘ 
report of, on Book Concern, 101, 593. 


Kingsley, Bishop, 
committee on monument to, 89, 106; report of 
committee on monument to, 230, 2323 contri- 
butions for expense of monument to, 230; ad- 
dresses on, of Bishop Simpson and M. Hill, 
959, 269. 


Kynett, A. J., 
election of, 333. 


Ladies’ and Pastors’ Christian Union, 
report of Committee on Woman’s Work, 391- 
393; board of managers of, 445, 446; memo- 
rial of, 738, 
Ladies’ Repository, 
election of editor of, 343, 844, 345, 346, 347, 849, 
850; alleged informality in vote for, 856; 
committee on, 355; report on, 370, 371; res- 
ignation of D. Wentworth as editor of, 872; 
re-election of, 372. 
Lanahan, J., 
report of, as assistant book agent, 102, 629; re- 
port of, referred to Special Committee on Book 
Concern, 150; allowed to withdraw his name 
from report of book agents, 146. 


Lay Delegates, 

certificates of, presented, 48-53 ; address of, 55; 
may vote separately from ministers, 46; vote 
on admitting, 54; demand for separate vote 
on election of bishops not granted, 291, 292; 
protest respecting, 299; demand for separate: 
yote on election of editor of Christian Adyo- 
cate, 349. 


Lay Delegation, 
report of bishops on, 39; concurrencé of 
General Conference in change of second re- 
strictive rule, so as to adnit of, 41-43; vote 
on the “plan” for, 44-48, 
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Lay Electoral Conference, 
secretaries of, to forward certificates of delegates 
elected to General Conference of 1876 to the 
secretary of this Conference, 403. 


Laymen, 
on sense of the term, 442; eligible to office as 
editors, agents, and members of Book Com- 
mittee, 120. 


Legal Advisers, 
the bishops to appoint, 124, 229, 


Leibhart, H., 
election of, 348. 


Lexington Conference, 
ministerial delegate of, 34; lay delegate of, 50; 
boundaries of, 422. 


Liberia Conference, i 
ministerial delegate of, 84; lay delegate of, 50; 
boundaries of, 422. 


Lore, D. D., 
election of, 356. 


Louisiana Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 84; lay delegates of, 50; 
boundaries of, 422, 


M’Claney, J. H., 
credentials of, 159, 517. 


M’Kay, J. W., 
introduced to Conference, 107 ; credentials and 
address of, 480, 485; leave taking of, 352. 


Maine Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 85; lay delegates of, 
50; resolutions of, on church extension, 
163; on use of tobacco, 163; on Sunday- 
school books and papers, 163; on presiding 
eldership, 163; on family worship, 194; on 
amusements, 194; boundaries, 422, 


Manual of General Conference 
ordered, 88. 


Memorials, Petitions, etc., Referred, 

from Board of Trustees of Metropolitan 
Church in Washington City, to Committee 
on Metropolitan Church, 89. 

from First Church in Oswego, on boundaries, 
to Committee on Boundaries, 90. 

of J. Shannon, on election of presiding eld- 
ers, to Committee on Itinerancy, 90. 

from East Liberty Circuit, and W. Rector, re- 
lating to boundaries between Cincinnati and 
Central Ohio Conferences, to Committee on 
Boundaries, 90. 

from Thomas Harwood, Colorado, on bound- 
aries, to Committee on Boundaries, 90. 

of J. S. Smart, on election of presiding elders, 
to Committee on Itinerancy, 90. 

from convention of colored people of Georgia, 
asking separate conferences, to Committee on 
Boundaries, 90. 

from Mount Pleasant District Association, on 
boundaries, to Committee on Boundaries, 91. 

from German Churches in Louisiana Confer- 
ence, on German conferences, to Committee 
on Boundaries, 91. 

from North Indiana Conference, on bounda- 
ries, to Committee on Boundaries, 91. 

of J. C. Ayres, on Church-membership, to 
Committee on Revisals, 91. 

of R. H. Robinson, on separate organization, to 
Committee on Boundaries, 91. 

of B. Brown, on colored bishops, to Committee 
on Episcopacy, 91. 

of Alabama Conference, on colored conferences, 
to Committee on Boundaries, 109. 
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of quarterly conferences of Black River Confer- 
ence, and I. S. Bingham, on boundaries, to 
Committee on Boundaries, 109. 

of L. D. White, on books, to Committee on 
Book Concern, 109. 

on direct representation of the Pacific Coast in 
general Church interests, to Committee on 
Revisals, 109. 

from Swedish District, on Swedish paper in 
Chicago; from A. J. Anderson, on books 
in the Swedish language; from §. B. New- 
man, on Scandinavian school; to Commit- 
tee on Scandinavian Work, 110. 

from Monmouth and Macomb districts, on 
Bpecopay, to Committee on Episcopacy, 


of Central Illinois Conference, on unordained 
preachers solemnizing matrimony, to Com- 
mittee on Revisals, 110. 

from J. D. Chamberlain, on boundaries, to 
Committee on Boundaries, 111. 

of Prof. Williams, on minutes of annual con- 
ferences, to Committee on Itinerancy, 111. 

of W.L. Harris, on manner of reporting be- 
nevolent collections, to Committee on that 
subject, 111. , 

of W. Ramsey, on election of presiding elders, 
to Committee on Itinerancy, 111. 

from T. Mitchell, on boundaries, to Committee 
on Boundaries, 111. 

of M. Dustin, on foreign missions and inde- 
paneer Churches, to Committee on Missions, 

1 


on book depository and weekly paper in Colo- 
Lee to Committee on Book Concern, 


111. 

of John Levington and C. M. Philo, Detroit, 
on secret societies, to Committee on State 
of the Church, 112. 

of A. Hard and J. D. Requa, on Secret So- 
oe, to Committee on State of the Church, 

of P. Burroughs, W. Slavens, J. Stewart, 
quarterly conference of Mayville, Westfield, 
Ripley, Dunkirk, Cherry Creek, North 
Harmony, Sinclairville, Forrestville, Irving, 
Perrysburgh, Ellington, Cortland, Dayton, 
Hamlet, Clymer, Leon, Silver Creek Station, 
ministers’ and laymen’s convention of Fre- 
donia district, and KR. N. Parsons, Erie Con- 
ference, on boundaries, to Committee on 
Boundaries, 112. 

of C. Miller, on revision of Discipline, to Com- 
mittee on Boundaries, 113. 

of quarterly conferences of Newcastle District, 
and of J. Wilson, on boundaries, to Commit- 
tee on Boundaries, 113. 

from Mount Jackson Circuit, on unordained 
preachers solemnizing matrimony, to Com- 
mittee on Revisals, 118, 

from R. L. Waite, on boundaries, to Committee 
on Boundaries, 113. 

of L. 8. Jacoby, on education, to Committee on 
Edueation, 113. 

of 8. Shinn, on support of ministers, to Com- 
mittee on Itineraney, 114. 

from India Conference, on district conferences, 
to Committee on Itinerancy, 114. 

from India Conference, on division of foreign 
and domestic missions, and statistics, to 
Committee on Missions, 114. 

from Wm. Taylor,.of Bombay, to Committee 
on Boundaries, 114. 

from Henry-street Quarterly Conference, 
Mount Pleasant, Iowa, on episcopal dis- 
tricts, to Committee on Episcopacy, 114. 

of Henry-strett Quarterly Conference, Mount 
Pleasant, Iowa, on price of books, to Com- 
mittee on Book Concern, 114. 
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from W. K. Marshall, on organization of Ar- 
kansas and Indian Territory into separate 
conferences, and for an enabling act, to Com- 
mittee on Boundarivs, 115. 

from W. K. Marshall, on Baker University, to 
Committee on Educatiou, 115. 

from W. K. Marshall, on district conferences, 
to Committee on Itinerancy, 115. 

of J. C. Hartzell, on separate colored confer- 
ences, to Committee on Boundaries, 115. 

of J. C, Hartzell, on appendix to Discipline, to 
Committee on Revisals, 115. 

of E. Williams, on colored bishop, to Commit- 
tee on Episcopacy, 115. 

of J. M. Reid, on professors and quarterly con- 
ferences, to Committee on Revisals, 115. 

of W. H. Perrine, on lay delegation, and plan 
of General Conference organization, to Com- 
mittee on Revisals, 115. 

of J. Brooks, on episcopacy, to Committee on 
Episcopacy, 116. ; 

of Wm. Tunstall, Mississippi, on colored con- 
ferences, to Committee on Boundaries, 116. 

of Linneus Sunday-school, on weekly Sunday- 
school’ paper, to Committee on Sunday- 
Schools and Tracts, 116. 

from New England Education Society, on 
Board of Education of M. E. Church, to 
Committee on Education, 116. 

of H. Gaylord, on masonry, to Committee on 
State of the Church, 116, 

of convention of ministers and laymen, on divis- 
ion of city of New York, to Committee on 
Boundaries, 117. 

of M. L. Scudder, on receiving members, to 
Committee on Revisals, 117. 

of C. L. Kelsey, on dancing, to Committee on 
State of the Church, 117. 

of E. G. Andrews, on missionary magazine, to 
Committee on Missions, 117. 

of N.S. Bane, on neglect of means of grace, to 
Committee on Revisals, 117. 

from Mary KF, Thomas, on ordination of women, 
to Committee on Episcopacy, 117. 

of J. VY. R. Miller, on loss of salary, to Commit- 
tee on Book Concern, 117. 

of C. A. Loeber, on German Sunday-school de- 
partment, to Committee on Sunday-Schools 
and Tracts, 118. 

from North-west German Oonference, on 
boundaries, to Committee on Boundaries, 118. 

of quarterly conference of Michigan-street, 
South Bend, on boundaries, to Committee 
on Boundaries, 118. 

of J. F. Devore, on Pacific Christian Advocate 
and book depository, to Committee on Book 
Concern, 118. 

from Millersburgh Station, on boundaries, to 
Committee on Boundaries, 119. 

of T. Hilliard and E. Cook, on boundaries, to 
Committee on Boundaries, 119. 

of I. W. Wiley, on Freedmen’s Aid Society, to 
Committee on Freedmen, 119. 

of L. H. Bugbee, on educational union, to Com- 
mittee on Education, 119. 

of W. M’Intosh and P. Smith, on distinction on 
aceount of color, to Committee on Episco- 
pacy, 120. 

of E. M. Pinckney and §. Arthur, on separate 
conferences, to Committee on State of the 
Church, 120. 

from Belleview Circuit, on boundaries, to Com- 
mittee on Boundaries, 120. 

of E. Callahan, on eligibility of laymen to book 
agencies and editorship, to Committee on 
Book Concern, 120. ; 

of J. B. Logan, J. M. Livesey, and Joseph Bar- 
ber, on secret societies, to Committee on 
State of the Church, 120, 





of preachers of St. Joseph District and Bur- 
lington District, on boundaries, to Committee 

on Boundaries, 121. 
of preachers of Quincy, St. Joseph, St. Louis, 

urlington, and Belleville Districts, on mis- 
sionary pp EoptnOes to Committee on Mis- 

sions, 121. 
of trustees of Central Tennessee College, on 
Freedmen’s Aid Society, to Committee on 
Freedmen, 121. 

W. G. Power, E. Miller, and preachers’ 
meeting of Davenport; W. F. King, T. Cole, 
C. H. Hull, 8. J. Kerr, A. J. Morehead, T. C. 
Golden, quarterly conference of lowa City 
Circuit, Iowa District Conference; A. B. 
Kendig, M. A. Goodell, A. J. Wakefield, 
geseeyy conference of Iowa Falls; and J. 

. Brown, against change of boundary, to 
Committee on Boundaries, 122. 
from Anamosa District Convention, Maquoketa 

Circuit, Maquoketa Quarterly Conference, 

and La Motte Quarterly Conference, on 

boundaries, to Committee on Boundaries, 
22. 


of 


of J. Bowman, on election of presiding elders, 
to Committee on Revisals, 123. 

of Wyoming Conference, on six months’ proba- 
tion, to Committee on Reyvisals, 123. 

of South-west German Conference, on work in 
foreign lands, to Committee on Missions, 


154. 

of T. Harwood, to Committee on Missions, 154, 

of E. Wiliams, on colored bishops, to Commit- 
tee on Episcopacy, 154. 

of J. Bowman and others, on election of pre- 
siding elders, to Committee on Itinerancy, 


of H. Slicer, on Baltimore Book Depository, to 
Committee on Book Concern, 155. 

of W. L. Chambers, on secret societies, to Com- 
mittee on State of the Church, 156. 

from. quarterly conference of Oswego District, 
East Oswego Station, Central New York 
Conference, on boundaries, to Committee on 
Boundaries, 156, 

of L. Herbert and H. Maltbie, on law questions 
and Church trials, to Committee on Appeals, 
157. 

of Marion Quarterly Conference, on boundaries, 
to Committee on Boundaries, 157. 

of D. Cable, on location of church site, to Com- 
mittee on Revisals, 157. 

from Carding, on restoration to Central Ohio 
Conference, to Committee on Boundaries, 
157. 

from Fort Dodge District, Sioux City District, 
M. ©. Marr, C. H. Knox, and B. Mitchell, 
on boundaries, to Committee on Boundaries, 


58. 

from First Church, Council Bluffs, and Council 
Bluffs District, on book depository, to Com- 
mittee on Book Concern, 158. 

from Joseph Knotts, on changes in Discipline, 
to Committee on Revisals, 158, 

from Hannibal Lee, on secret societies, to Com- 
mittee on State of the Church, 160. 

of J. Dennis, and Lima, East Genesee Confer- 
ence, on conference relations, to Committee 
on Boundaries, 160. 

of J. Bain, H. Kingsley, J. E. Brown, E. B. 
Linn, on secret oath-bound societies, to Com- 
mittee on State of the Church, 160, 161. 

of J. Robinson, on irrelevant questions in the 
ritual for baptism, to Committee on Re- 
visals, 161. 

from M. KE. Churches in Buffalo, on episcopal 
residence, tv Committee on Episcopacy, 161. 

from Olean District Ministerial Association, on 
boundaries, to Committee on Boundaries, 161, 
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from Genesee Conference Journal, on insurance, 
to Committee on Insurance, 161. 

from Genesee Conference Journal, on episco- 
pacy, to Committee on Episcopacy, 161. 

from Genesee Conference Journal, on daily ps- 
per, to Committee on Book Concern. 161. 

from Genesee Conference Journal, on bounds- 
ries, to Committee on Boundaries, 161. 

of official members of Indianapolis Churches, on 
boundaries of Indiana Conference, to Com- 
fnittee on Boundaries, 162. 

of Kansas Conference Delegation, on change of 
constitution of Church Extension Society, to 
Committee on Church Extension, 162. 

of C, A. Pitman, on mission work in Africa, to 
Committee on Missions, 162. 

of Southern Methodist Convention at Athens, 
Tenn., on wants of M. E. Church in Southern 
Beales to Committee on State of the Church, 


62. 
of Southern Methodist Convention at Athens, 
Tenn., on episcopacy, to Committee on Epis- 
copacy, 162. 
of J. H. Hopkins, on plan for district confer- 
ences, to Committee on Itinerancy, 163. 
of J. F. Adams, on revision of Discipline con- 
cerning preachers’ salaries, to Committee on 
Reyisals, 163. 
of quarterly conferences of Thirty-seventh-st., 
Beekman Hill, etc., on Conference boundary 
line in New York city, to Committee on 
Boundaries, 164. 
of Grace Church, Indianapolis, on boundaries, 
to Committee on Boundaries, 164. 
from First Charge, South Bend, on boundaries, 
. _ to Committee on Boundaries, 164. 
from Electoral Conference of North-west Indi- 
ana Conference, on change in the general 
itinerant superintendency, to Committee on 
Episcopacy, 164. 
of T. H. Phillips, on relation of presiding elders 
to bishops’ work in appoineng. pastors, to 
Committee on Revisals, 165. 
of J. F. Devore and C. C. Stratton, on bounda- 
ries, to Committee on Boundaries, 165. 
from Eleventh-street Quarterly Conference, on 
Church finances, to Committee on State of the 
Church, 165. 
from T. T. Mason, on improvement in our 
tracts, to Committee on Sunday-Schools and 
Tracts, 165, 
from J. W. Baker, on auditing accounts of pre- 
siding elders and preachers, to Committee on 
Revisals, 165. 
of 8. H. Nesbit, on eligibility of local preachers 
to membership in the lay electoral confer- 
ie to Committee on State of the Church, 
on boundaries, against changing boundaries of 
Pittsburgh Conference, to Committee on 
Boundaries, 165. 
of J.T. Boyle, in relation to buying and selling 
liquors, to Committee on Reyvisals, 165, 166. 
of the quarterly conference of Power-street 
Church, Providence, relative to the mode of 
electing stewards and trustees, to Committee 
on Revisals, 166. 
of leaders’ and stewards’ meeting of Providence, 
on change of boundaries, to Committee on 
Boundaries, 166. : 
of M. Enyart, on change of boundaries, to Com- 
mittee on Boundaries, 166; on secret socie- 
ties, to Committee on State of the Church, 166. 
from Grace Avenue Church Sunday-school, 
Kansas City, on weekly Sunday-school paper, 
Me Losuniinee on Sunday -Schools and Tracts, 


of E. W.I ackson, on temperance, to Commit- 
tee on Temperance, 167. 


from Y. H. Buckley, B. L. Roberts, J. E. Wil- 
son, Jun., J. M’Leod, B. James, against sepa- 
rate conferences or sittings on accuunt of 
race or color, to Committee on Boundaries, 
167. : 

of H. J. Fox, against making distinctions on 
account of race or color, to Committee on 
Boundaries, 167. 

from Grace Church, Indianapolis, on bounda- 
ries, to Committee on Boundaries, 167. 

of J. P. Miller, Sen., on making espe elder- 
ship elective, to Committee on Itinerancy, 167. 

of B. Brown, on definition of duties of stewards 
and trustees, to Committee on Revisals, 168. 

of W.C. Sherwood, for change in General Rules, 
to Committee on Revisals, 168; on school in 
Norway, to Committee on Missions, 168; in 
relation to lady editor of Ladies’ Repository, 
to Committee on the Book Concern, 168. 

of D. W. C. Olmstead, on change in Discipline 
on separate vote of ministers and laymen, to 
Committee on Revisals, 168. 

of Wyoming Conference, on change in Disci- 

line in relation to solemnizing matrimony, to 
Committes on Revisals, 168; on week of 
peavey; to Committee on State of the Church, 
70. 


from J. A. Burris, on boundaries, to Commit- 
tee on Boundaries, 190. 

from pastor of M. E. Church at Warren, Ill, 
on Freemasonry, to Committee on State of 
Church, 190. 

from M, 8. Hand, on boundaries, to Commit- 
tee on Boundaries, 190. 

from G. M. Pierce, Utah, on Rocky Mountain 
Conference, to Committee on Boundaries, 
191 


from H. L. Kelsey, on boundaries, to Commit- 
tee on Boundaries, 191. 

from quarterly conference of Union Chapel, 
Cincinnati, on separate conference, to Com- 
mittee on Boundaries, 191. 

from M. Dustin and Wm. Simmons, on bish- 
ops, to Committee on Kpiscopacy, 191. 

from B, F. W. Crozier, W. M. Wallace, E. Ab- 
bott, C. Damon, and E, §. Northrop, on 
boundaries, to Committee on Boundaries, 
192. 

from U. P. Golliday, on ordination papers, to 
Committee on Revisals, 192. 

from W.S. Hooker, B. Shinn, W. W. Welch, 
pastors of Wesley and Burns Chapels, Des 
Moines City, on boundaries, to Committee 
on Boundaries, 192. 

from W. T. Smith, on boundaries, to Com- 
mittee on Boundaries, 193. 

from Wm. Butler, on dress, and from Geneva 
District Association, on Apostles’ Creed, to 
Committee on Revisals, 198. 

against separate conferences, to Committee 
on Boundaries, 198. 

of D. P. Jones, on boundaries, to Committee 
on Boundaries, 194. 

of A. Graw and others, against masonry, to 
Committee on State of the Church, 194. 

of Albion District Association, Michigan Con- 
ference, on district conferences, to Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy, 194. 

from O. K. Burch, on masonry, to Committee 
on State of the Church, 194. 

of Knoxville Ministerial Association of Hol- 
ston Conference, on university in the South, 
to Committee on Education, 194. 

from J. Nicols, on book depository in St. 
cane to Committee on Dose Concern, 

5. 

from presiding elders of New England Con- 
ference, on presiding eldership, to Commit- 
tee on Reyvisals, 195, 


Ss 
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(Memorials, Petitions, etc., referred, cont'd.) 
from New England Conferences, on Woman's 
Foreign Missionary Society, to Committee 
on Missions, 195. 
from New England Educational Convention, 
on Boston Wesleyan Association, to Com- 
mittee on Education, 195. 


from New Hampshire Conference, on bounda-- 


ries, to Committee on Boundaries, 195. 
from O. W. Scott, on Sabbath observance, to 

Committee on State of the Church, 195. 
from New Hampshire Conference, on new 

eine, to Committee on Bovk Concern, 


from W. C. Nichols, Cardingtom Charge, on 
Posneoriety to Committee on Boundaries, 


from Edwin Booth, Z. B. Baker, S. Waddell, 
J. Drolesbaugh, M. D. Chilsen, and John 
Picking, on boundaries, to Committee on 
Boundaries, 196, 

from M. H. Walkins, on Book Depository at 
Portland, Oregon, 196. 

of A. Howard, and J. E. Lawney, on separate 
conferences for colored people, to Commit- 
tee on Boundaries, 197. 

of J. Lane, on boundaries, to- Committee on 
Boundaries, 197. 

of J. P. Logan, on masonry, to Committee on 
State of the Church, 197. 

of W. Stoker, on change of name of confer- 
ie to Committee on Boundaries, 197, 

of J. Bowman, on change of Discipline, to 
Committee on Revisals, 198. 

of A. Martin, on boundaries, to Committee on 
Boundaries, 198. 

of H. Binger, on boundaries, to Committee on 
Boundaries, 198. 

of Mary F. Thomas, on ordination of women 
to the ministry, to Special Committee on 
Woman’s Work in the Church, 209. 

of T. Lewis, on boundaries, to Committee: on 
Boundaries, 212. 

of N. Smith, A. E. Corse, L. B. Wells, H. 
Dryer, and R. Brewster, on boundaries, to 
Committee on Boundaries, 212. 

of H. 8. Holmes, on boundaries, to Commit- 
tee on Boundaries, 212. 

of B. Mitchell, on boundaries, to Committee 
on Boundaries, 212. 

of J. T. Layton, on change of boundary line, 
to Committee on Boundaries, 213. 

of N. Y. East Conference, om seamen’s cause, 
to Special Committee on Seamen’s Cause, 
218. 

of quarterly conference of Second-street 
Church, on one conference for city of New 
York, to Committee on Boundaries, 213. 

of John-street M. E. Church, N. Y., in respect 
to endowment, to Special Committee on 
Jobn-street Church, 213. 

of W. M’Allister, on support of superannuated 
preachers, to Committee on Revisals, 218. 

of N. Y. East Conference, on ordination of 
preachers on trial, te Committee on Itin- 
erancy, 214. 

of N. ¥. East Conference, on using tobacco, to 
Committee on Temperance, 214. 

of Geo. T. Mitchell, on boundaries, to Com- 
mittee on Boundaries, 214. 

of J. Hunter, on secret societies, te Commit- 
tee on State of the Church, 214 

of A. Middleton, T. Phillips, R. Preston, F. W. 
Johnson, on distinction of race or color, to 
Committee on Boundaries, 214. y 

of G. F. Comfort, on post-collegiate univer- 
sity, to Committee on Education, 215. 

of B. Hawley, on “immersion,” to Commit- 
tee on Revisals, 215. ; 


(Atemorials, Petitions, ete , referred, cont'd.) 

of S. Steele, on insurance, to Committee on 
Insurance, 215. 

of A. ©. Harman, on boundaries, to Commit- 
mittee on Boundaries, 215. 

of 8. Steele, on support of ministry, to special 
Committee of five, 215. - 

of A. Haagensen, on Danish hymn-book, to 
Committee on Scandinavian Work, 215. 

of J. F. Wilbur, on Church records, to Com- 
mittee on Book Concern, 216. 

of National Local Preachers’ Association, to 
Committee on State of the Church, 228. 

of Providence Conference, on new hymn- 
he to Committee on New Hymn Book, 


of Hancock Circuit, Baltimore Conference, on. 
Fo pein to Committee on Boundaries, 
32 


of 8. W. Williams, Cincinnati Conference, on 
gallos? statistics, to Committee on Revisals, 


of James Snyder, Smithland, Des Moines Con- 
ference, on boundaries, to Committee on 
Boundaries, 238. 

of G. Renwick, on secret societies, to Commit- 
tee on State of the Church, 233. 

from Mason, Michigan, on stewards and trust- 
ees, to Committee on Revisals, 233. 

of Nebraska Conference, on bishop to reside 
in Missouri Valley, to Committee on Epis- 
copacy, 233. 

of American Peace Society, J. B. Miles, Cor. 
evi to Committee on State of the Church, 

34 


of Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society, to 
Committee on Missions, 234. 

of John Gaylord, Gaylordsville, on boundaries, 
to Committee on Boundaries, 234. 

of County-street Chureh, New Bedford, on 
amendment of ritual, to Committee on Re- 
visals, 234. 

of Wyoming Conference, on temperance, to 
Committee on Temperance, 284. 

on trial of local preachers, te Committee on. 
Revisals, 235. 

of W. H. Allen, for change in Discipline, to 
Committee on Revisals, 272. 

of W. F. Comfort, for change in management 
of Book Concern, to Committee on Book 
Concern, 274. 

of Onargo Ministerial Association, for a cheap 
family paper, to Committee on Book Con- 
cern, 275 

of E. Arnold, in reference to Indian mission 
work, to Committee on Missions, 275. 

of C, W. Bennett, etc., on church architecture, 
to Committee on Church Extension, 275. 

of Nebraska Conference, on districting the 
episcopacy, etc., te Committee on Episco- 
pacy, 275. 

of National Temperance Society, to. Commit- 
tee on Temperance, 276. 

of 8. J. Goodenough, in answer to J. Lanahan, 
to Special Committee on Book Concern, 276, 

of §. L. Smith, etc., on secret societies, to 
Committee on State of the Church, 276. 

of J. E. Erwin, etc., on boundaries. in Indiana, 
to Committee on Boundaries, 277. 

of C. Smith, etc., on masonry, to Committee 
on State of the Church, 277. i 

from Wellington, O., on quarterly conferences, 
ete., to Committee on Itinerancy, 277. 

of Ladies’ and Pastors’ Christian Union, to 
Committee on Women’s) Work in the 
Church, 277. 

of Fawcett Craig, etc., on secret societies, to 
Committee on State of the Church, 277. 

of J. H. Young, om insurance, to Committee 
on Insurance, 278, : 
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(Memorials, petitions, etc., referred, cont'd. 

of E. A. Hill, for restoration to membership, 
to Committee on Itinerancy, 278. 

of G. W. Case, etc., on district conferences, to 
Committee on Itinerancy, 278. 

of Wheeling Preachers’ Meeting, on change of 
Discipline, to Committee on Revisals, 8. 

of E. H. Buener, on boundaries, to Commit- 
tee on Boundaries, 278. 

of J. P. Bennet, etc., on secret societies, to 
Committee on State of the Church, 308. 

of N. L. Button, ete., on conference relation, 
to Committee on Boundaries, 308. 

of Methodist Episcopal Church at Great Bend, 
to Committee on Book Concern, 308. 

of W. Z. Robinson, ete., concerning the epis- 
copacy, to committee on episcopacy, 309. 

of W. Z. Robinson, etc., for new hymn-book, 
to Special Committee on that subject, 309. 

R. 8. Stubbs, on Book Concern, to Committee 
on Book Concern, $10. 

G. Herrick, etc., on change of boundaries, to 
Committee on Boundaries, 310. 

from quarterly conference of Second Avenue, 
ete., concerning boundaries, to Committee 
on boundaries, 310. 

Chenango Valley Preachers’ Association, on 
temperance, to Committee on Revisals, 810. 

of New York City Church Extension and 
Missionary Society, on boundaries, to Com- 
mittee on Boundaries, 313. 

of citizens of St. J oseph, Mo., for book depos- 
itory, to Committee on Book Concern, 315. 

of T. Lanson, etc., on secret societies, to Com- 
mittee on State of the Church, 326. 

from Brownville, on weekly Sunday-School 
Advocate, to Committee on Sunday-Schools 
and Tracts, 828. 

of J. Jackson, etc., on election of presiding 
elders, to Committee on Itinerancy, 328. 


Methodist Advocate, 
recognition of, 855; election of editor of, 356, 
857, 858. 


Methodist Church, 
delegates of, introduced to conference, 108; 
eredentials and addresses of, 517, 518. 


Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
on fraternization with, 403, 440. 


Methodist Protestant Church, 
delegate from the, introduced, 246; ais ad- 
dress, 531. 


Metropolitan Church, 
memorial from board of trustees of, 89; com- 
mittee on the, 105; report of, 386. 


Michigan Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 35; 
50; boundaries of, 422. 


Miller, J. V. R., 
report of Committee on Book Concern on 
memorial of, 259, 


Minard Home, 
paper on the, BBB ; Eddy, T. M., to prepare 
resolution respecting, 354; acceptance of 

the trast, 374, 


Ministerial Support, 
special committee on, 215, 252; report of 
committee on, 390; estimating committee on, 
to be appointed by quarterly conference, 434, 
Minnesota Conference, 
ministerial de'egates of, 85; lay delegates of, 


35; boundaries of, 422; authorized to di- 
vide, 428, 


lay delegates of, 
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Missions, Committee on, 

appointment of, 71, 86; changes in, 152, 246, 
$20, 826; reports of committee, —No. I, on 
reorganization of General Missionary Com- 
mittee, 209, 247; No. II, on continued re- 
lation of foreign’ missions, 288; No. IV, on 
continued relation of home missions, oss, 
289; No, V, on Woman’s Foreign Mission- 
ary ‘Society, 294; No. VI, on corresponding 
secretaries, 325, 326; No. VI, on remission 
of money to treasurer, 447 ; No. X, on alter- 
ation of fhe tine article of the constitution, 
848, 344; XIII, on administration and 
claims of yak Storie missions, 448; mission 
districts, 248, 400. 


Missionary Committee, General, 
qusdreputsh report of, 692; appointment of, 
414, 


Missionary Society of M.H.Church, 
to be notified of changes made in its constitu- 
tion, 280; constitution, proposed change in, 
843; election of corresponding secretaries of, 
825,” 827, 332; J. P. Durbin to be honorary 
secretary of, 936, 387; board of managers of, 
844, 381; on collections for, 447. 
Mississippi Conference, 


ministerial delegates of, 35; lay delegates of, 
51; boundaries of, 429, 


Missouri Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 35; lay delegates of, 
51; action of ‘conference on episcopacy, 163; 
boundaries of, 422; conditionally authorized 
to form a colored conference, 428. 


Monthly Magazine, 
new one proposed, 880. 


Morris, Bishop, 
placed on the non-effective sige 487. 


Murray, J. J., 
introduced to Conference, 246 ; credentials and 
address of, 581. 


Nast, Wm., 
election of, 845. 


National Local Preachers’ Assoc!’ n, 
memorial of, 228, 710. 


Nebraska Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 35; lay delegates of, 
51; memorial of, on residence ofa bishop, 233 ; 
boundaries of, 422, 


Nesbit, S. H., 
authorized to draw salary, 407. 


Nevada Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 35; lay delegates of, 51; 
boundaries of, 422. 


Newark Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 35; lay delegates of, 
51; boundaries of, 429, 


New Engiand Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 35; lay delegates of, 
51; resolution of, on tract cause, 275; bound- 
aries of, 422. 
New Hampshire Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 85; lay delegates of, 
51; action of, on revision of Discipline re- 
specting preachers’ salarics, 163; memorial 
of, on boundaries, 195; memorial of, on 4 
new magazine, 195; boundaries of, 428, 


New Jersey Conference, 


ininisterial delegates of, 35; lay delegates of, 
51; boundaries of, 423. 
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New Orleans, 
memorial of preachers’ meeting of, 855; com- 
mittee on memorial from, 861; report of 
committee on memorial from, 873. 


New York Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 36; lay delegates of, 
51; resolutions of, on Sunday mails, 163; ex- 
tract from journal of, on licensing women as 
local preachers, 234; boundaries of, 416, 428, 


New York Hast Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 36; lay delegates of, 
51; action of, on separate organization of 
foreign and domestic work of the Missionary 
Society, 116; memorial of, on seamen’s 
cause, 213; boundaries of, 423. 


North Carolina Conference, 
ministerial delegate of, 36; lay delegate of, 51; 
boundaries of, 428. 


Northern Christian Advocate, 
election of editor of, 356. 


Northern New York Conference, 
action respecting, 369; commissioners for, 384; 
change of name of, 885; boundaries of, 423. 


North Indiana Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 36; lay delegates of, 51; 
resolution of, on boundaries, 117; resolutions 
of, on temperance, 117; boundaries of, 423. 


North Ohio Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 86; lay delegates of, 51; 
poundaries of, 423. 


North-western Christian Advocate, 
election of editor of, 852, 354. 


North-west German Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 86; lay delegates of, 51; 
memorials of, on division of conference and on 
election of bishops, 118; boundaries of, 424. 


North-west Iowa Conference, 
boundaries of, 424. 


Ohio Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 86; lay delegates of, 
52; action of, in relation to book interests, and 
in relation to indebtedness of H. Z. Ross, 91; 
boundaries of, 424. 


Oregon Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 86; lay delegates of, 
52; resolution of, requesting the appointment 
of a member of Mission Committee from the 
Pacific coast, 118; resolutions of, on division 
of the conference, 118; resolutions of, on 
the use of tobacco, 118; extract from journal 
of, on a book depository at Portland, 118; 
boundaries of, 424; authorized to divide, 427. 


Pacific Christian Advocate, 
election of editor of, 856. 


Paddock, Z., 


resolution to pay claim of, 400. 


Papers, Reports, etc., Referred. 
of bishops, on boundaries of conferences, to 
Committee on Boundaries, 89. 
from F. W. Evans, on boundaries, to Commit- 
tee on Boundaries, 114. : : 
report of commissioners on connectional build- 
ings in New York, to Committees on Book 
Concern and Missions, 124. 
port of committee on changing charter of 
Missionary Society, to Committee on Mis- 
sions, 124, 


re 


(Papers, Reports, etc., referred, cont'd.) 
address from Germany and Switzerland Con- 
ference, to Committee on Episcopacy, 181. 
quadrennial report of agents of Western Book 
oo to Committee on Book Concern, 


of A. Brunson, on new articles of religion, to 
Committee on Revisals, 143. 

of A. Brunson, on changing time of session 
of General Conference, to Committee on 
Itinerancy, 148. 

papers on irregularities and frauds in Book 

oncern, and those relating to publishing in- 

terests of the Church, to Committee on Book 
Concern, 150. 

quadrennial report of General Missionary Com- 
mittee, to Committee on Missions, 170. 

report of corresponding secretary of Sunday- 
School Union, to ‘Committee on Sunday- 
Schools and Tracts, 178. : 

quadrennial report of Board of Education, to 
Committee on Education, 178. 

quadrennial report of trustees of Chartered 
Fund, to special committee of three, 182. 

extract from Black River Conference Journal, 
on Bible Society, to Special Committee on 
American Bible Society, 190. 

action of Black River Conference on temper- 
ance, to Committee on Temperance, 190. 

relating to appeal of W. M. Smith, to Com- 
mittee on Appeals, 192. : 

from J. B. Thompson on Free Church of Italy 
deputation, to Committee on Introduction of 
Fraternal Delegates, 198. 

paper of J. Van Cleve, on trial of members, to 
Committee on Revisals, 226. 

on appeal of B. D. Palmer, Newark Confer- 
ence, to Committee on Appeals, 233. 

quadrennial report of trustees of Boston Theo- 
logical Seminary, to Committee on Educa- 
tion, 234. 

of L. 8. Jacoby, on woman’s work in the 
Church, to Committee on Woman’s Work in 
the Church, 239, 240. 

from African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
oe, to Committee on Church Union, 
246. 

of D. Wise, editor, to Committee on Sunday- 
Schools and Tracts, 272. 

of Garrett Biblical Institute, to Committee on 
Education, 278. 

from Committee on Itinerancy, to bishops, 310. 

report of Drew Seminary, to Committee on 
Education, 310. 

address of members in Fookien Province, 
China, to Committee on Missions, 381. 

paper concerning support of superannuated 
preachers, to Committee on Itinerancy, 337. 

petition from members of Virginia Conference, 
to Committee on Boundaries, 354, 

from the bishops, questions for the business 
of annual conferences, to Committee on 
Revisals, 354, 

memorial on Sunday mails, to Committee on 
Sanctity of Sabbath, 355. 

memorial from New Orleans preachers’ meet- 
ing, to special committee, 355, 

report of commissioners on Church union, to 
Committee on Church Union, 861. 

supplemental report of trustees of Chartered 
Fund, to Special Committee on Chartered 
Fund, 861. : 


Pastoral Address, 


committee on the, 105; address adopted, 443- 
445, 


Periodicals, 


exhibits of cost asked for, 180; number of 
subscribers to the monthly and quarterly 
magazines asked for, 205. 
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Philadelphia Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 87; lay, delegates of, 
52; boundaries of, 417, 424. 


Pittsburgh Christian Adyooate, 
ection of editor of, 856; salary of retiring 
editor of, to be paid, 40%; publishing com- 
mittee of, 428. 


Pittsburgh Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 87; lay delegates of, 
52; boundaries of, 424. ‘ 


Pope, H., Jr., 
introduced to Conference, 108; credentials and 
address of, 159, 508. 


Presbyterian Church, General As- 
sembly of, 
delegate from the, introduced, 107; credentials 
and address of, 107, 478. 


Presiding Elders, 

mennonials on, referred, 90, 111, 128, 154, 167, 

resolutions on, referred, 92, 96, 121, 183, 134, 
137, 138, 189, 144, 158, 162, 163, 174, 188, 186, 
197, 217, 220, 223, 280. ; 

relation, of, to bishops’ work in appointing pas- 
tors, 165, 

auditing accounts of, 165. 

in heathen lands may serye more than four 
years, 412, 


Protests, Remonstrances, etc., Re-} 


ferred. 
from Winchester Station and Martinsburgh 


Station, Baltimore Conference, on change of |! 


boundaries, to Committee on Boundaries, 89. 


of M. Martin, A. Brugers, A. Wilcox, and E. | 
8. Ingersol, against dividing Erie Conference, 


to Committee on Boundaries, 113. 

protest of Hillsborough Quarterly Conference, 
Illinois, against change of southern boundary, 
to Committee on Boundaries, 114. 

from Shenandoah Station, against change of 
boundary, to Committee on Boundaries, 119. 

from L. Hartsough and Iowa Sunday-school 
Convention, against change of boundaries, to 
Committee on Boundaries, 122. 

from quarterly conference of Main-street, Du- 
buque, and Dubuque Circuit, on boundaries, 
to Comtnittes on Boundaries, 123. 

of quarterly conferences of Rome District, J. 
H. French, and Oneida, 
Boundaries, 157. 

from East Liberty Circuit, Cincinnati Confer- 
ence, on boundaries, to Committee on Bound- 
aries, 157. 

from Ashville Charge, against division of Erie 
Conference, to. Committee on Boundaries, 
160 


of H. §. Church, against change in boundary of 
Upper Iowa Conference, to Committee. on 
Boundaries, 168. 

from G. H. Van Vliet, on boundaries, to Com- 
mittee on Boundaries, 190. 

from Geo. F. Folts, on boundaries, to Committee 
on Boundaries, 191. 

from §. M. Fisk, on boundaries, to Committee 
on Boundaries, 191. 

from Rey. F. Harris, on boundaries, to Com- 
mittee on Boundaries, 192. 

from J. 8. Moore, S. Guyer, O. G. Brown, J. 
C. R. Layton, and P, Zollman, on boundaries, 
to Committee on Boundaries, 192. 

of D. M’Intyre, on boundaries, to Committee 
on Boundaries, 192, 193. < 

of J. M. Holmes and M. Miller, on boundaries, 
to Committee on Boundaries, 193, 
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(Protests, Remonstrances, etc., cont'd.) 


of quarterly conference of New York Cirenit, 
ou No ies, to Committee on Boundaries, 

of P. P. Ingals, on boundaries, to Committee on 
Boundaries, 193. ? 

of Hummelstown Circuit, Halifax Quarterly 
Conference, and Rey. R, H. Pattison, on 
boundaries, to Committee on Boundaries, 
196, 197. 

from J. N. Page, J. Leslie, A. Badley, and C. 
©. Maher, on boundaries, to Committee on 
Boundaries, 212, 

from F. Harris and 8. Jones, on boundaries, to 
Committee on Boundaries, 212. 

from Clyde, on boundaries, to Committee, on 
Boundaries, 214. 

quarterly conference of Berrysburgh and 
Ridge Avenue Church, Harrisburgh, Pa., on 
boundaries, to Committee on Boundaries, 214. 

from Clyde, Berrysburgh, and Harrisburgh, on 
boundaries, to Committee on Boundaries, 214. 

from J. Moore, Wall-street Charge, Auburn, on 
es to. Committee on Boundaries, 


from quarterly conference of Republic Cir- 
cuit, Tiffin Station, and Melmore Circuit, to, 
Committee on Boundaries, 284. 

from Red Creek, Port Byron, ete., to Commit- 
tee on Boundaries, 275. 

of J. G. Eckles, etc., against division of Des 
Moines Conference, to Committee on Bound- 
aries, 275, 

of G. B. Hudson, etc., to Committee on Bound- 
aries, 277. 

of E. G. Bush, ©, Phillips, W. F. Purington, - 
E, H. Gillett, Harris Wilbur, J. Witherston, 
L. E. Elmer, A. J. Grant, G. W. Cody, etc., 
against change of boundaries, to, Committee 
on Boundaries, 309, ve 

of W. N. Nelson, etc., on change of boundaries, 
to Committee on Boundaries, 310. 


Providence Conference 
ministerial delegates of, 87; lay delegates of, 
52; action of, on boundaries, 119; action of, 
on temperance, a new magazine, revision of 
the hymn-book, and on boundaries, 166, 197%; 
boundaries of, 417, 425, 
Publishing. Committees, 
for Pacific Christian Advocate, 877; for Pitts- 


burgh Christian Advocate, 428; for Califor- 
nia Christian Advocate, 481. 


to Committee on | Punshon, W. M., 


introduced to Conference, 107; credentials 
ae, — of, 107, 458, 467; leaye-taking 
of, 180, 


Quarterly. Conferences, 
questions for, 429. 
Quarterly Review and General 
Books, 
election of editor of, 343, 


Resolutions adopted, 


of W. M’K. Hester, on bishops’ address, 104. 

of W. J. Groo, on withdrawal of name of Dr. 
Lanahan from book agents’ report, 146, 

of Committee on Expenses of Delegates, on 
purchase of books, ete., 155. 

of D. Curry, on cost of perfodicals, 180. 

of J. F. Devore, on sympathy with Bishop 
Janes, 182. 

of J. F. Devore, on sanctity. of Sabbath, 182. 

of A. C. George, on Woman’s. Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society, 183. 
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(Resolutions adopted, continued.) 


(Resolutions adopted, continued.) 
of E, Wentworth, on hymn-book, 185. : 


of G@. M. Steele, on woman’s work in the 
Church, 188. 

of I. S. Bingham, on subscribers to period- 
icals, 206. 

of G. Haven, of Committee of Nine on Church 
Union, 206. 

of W. L. Harris, on benevolent societies and 
their relation to the Church, 217. 

of J. Braden, on day of fasting and prayer, 243. 

of ee on revised translation of Bible, 


of H. Priee, on moneys received by agents 
for expenses of delegates to be published in 
Daily Advocate, 244, 

of J. E. Stillman, on modifying rules on ap- 
peals, 245. 

of J. M. Reid, on referring papers to Com- 
mittee on Church Union, 246. 

of J. M. Buckley, on Italian Mission, 248, 

of L, Hitchcock, on report of Committee on 
Missions, 248, 

of J. M. Walden, appointing special commit- 
tee of five to nominate trustees of M. E. 
Church, 251. 

of W. L. Harris, on Disciplinary changes be- 
ing referred to Committee on Revisals, 253. 

of T. M. Eddy, on election of General Confer- 
ence otlicers, 279. 

of E, O. Haven, authorizing Committee on Re- 
visals to make verbal changes in language, 
280. 

of W. H. Goode, on expenses of Trustees of 
M. E. Chureh, 283. 

of RB. S. Foster, on protest of J. Evans, and 
others, 299. 

of G. G. Hackedorn, that other laymen be al- 
lowed to sign Evans’s protest, 299. 

of W. Lawrence, amending Report No. I of 
Committee on Freedmen, 300. 

of J. M. Trimble, on time and place of ordain- 
ing bishops, 802. 

of T. M. Eddy, on proceedings in relation to 
boundaries, 304. 

of J. M. Walden, on election of secretary of 
Freedmen’s Aid Society, 328. 

ef D. Curry, in relation to a commission on 
boundaries of Central New York Confer- 
ences, 327. 

of A. L. Brice, on mode of obtaining the com- 
mission, 327. 

of R. Nelson, on dispensing with roll-call in 
balloting, 380. 

of J. M. Walden, on appointing additional tell- 
ers, 330, 881. 

of J. M. Walden, on balloting for correspond- 
ing secretary of Chureh Extension Society, 


881. 
of J. M. Walden, on suspension of rules for 
voting, 331. J 
to grant tellers permission to receive votes of 
certain absentees, 331. 
of A. J. Kynett, on number of certain Boards 
of Managers, 332. 
of M. D’C. Crawford, on bishops being ew 
oo. members of certain boards, 322. 
ot L. C, Queal, to add to commission on bound- 
‘aries in Central New York, 834. 
on appreciation of Dr. Durbin’s services as 
corresponding secretary, 336. 
of D. D. Lore, that Dr. Durbin hold position 
of honorary secretary, 336, 337. 
of N. L. Brakeman, on election of General 
Conference officers, 341. 
of ©. A. Loeber, on division of North-west 
German Conference, 845. 
of H. Price, on expenses of delegates, 346. 
of H, Slicer, on administration of bishops, 346. 


48 










of on Theos on the Scandinavian work, 


of C, Albright, on Decoration Day, 855. 

of T. M. Eddy, on Methodist Advocate at At- 
lanta, 355, 

of K. P. Jervis, on action relating to East 
Genesee Conference, 369, 

of R. Nelson, on suggestion of Bishop Janes 
pospenting Central New York Conference, 

of A.J. Phelps, on commission to fix certain 
conference relations, 369, 384. 

of A.J. Kynett, that roll of committees be 
called, ete., 879. 

of 8S. W. Thomas, on instructing Committee on 
Expenses of Delegates, 379. 

that the bishops have power to fill vacancies 
in boards of managers of benevolent socie- 
ties in certain cases, 882. 

of I. 8. Bingham, to substitute Northern New 
York for Ontario in name of new confer- 
ence, 385. 

of D. N. Cooley, authorizing Book Committee 
to pay certain expenses, 394. 

of D. Curry, authorizing the bishops to bring 
before General Conference such unfinished 
business as they deem most important, 895. 

of E. O. Haven, to appoint committee to draft 
resolutions expressive of obligations of Gen- 
eral Conference, 395, 407. 

of L. C. Queal, on removal of a book agent or 
editor, 396. 

of W. G. Queal, on claim of Z. Paddock, 400. 

of L. D. White, against renominating mem- 
bers of the late Book Committee, 400. 

of T. M. Eddy, directing book agents to pay 
anaes of late General Conference officers, 

3. 


03. 

of A. Martin, authorizing bishops to fill va- 
cancy of secretaryship in Board of Educa- 
tion, 4038. 

of B. I. Ives, in relation to New York Central 
Conference, 404. 

of G. W. Woodruff, authorizing the bishops to 
draw for moving expenses, 404. 

of i ¥. Crary, on nominations of committees, 


of R. 8. Rust, authorizing Dr. Fuller to draw 
salary, 407. ‘ 

of W. Hunter, authorizing 8. H. Nesbit to 
draw salary, 407. 

of E. H. Waring, that editors of Discipline be 
authorized to number consecutively the 
paragraphs, 410. 

of H. Mansell, on presiding elders in heathen 
lands, etc., 412. 

of H. Slicer, against appointing the late book 
agents on Book Committee, 412. 

of W. H. Olin, directing secretaries of confer- 
ences to forward certificates of election of 
delegates to General Conference of 1876 to 
secretary of this General Conference, 418. 

authorizing Texas Conference to divide, 428. 

of L. D. White, instructing book agents to 
pee Journal to delegates and bishops, 
441, 

resolution to change day of prayer for col- 
leges, 442. 

resolution transferring Kansas Conference to 
Tenth District, 442. 


Resolutions, etc., Referred, 
of preachers’ meeting of San Francisco, on 
onstitution of Missionary Society, to Com 
mittee on Missions, 89. 
of Central New York Conference, on rules 
for annual conferences, to Committee on 
Revisals, 90. 
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of Central New York Conference, on bound 


aries, to Committee on Boundaries, 90. 

of Ohio Conference, on book business, and 
claim of widow of H. Z. Ross, to Committee 
on Book Concern, 91. 

of Otis Gibson, on weekly Sunday-school 
paper, to Committee on Sunday-Schools 
and Tracts, 92. 

of Otis Gibson, on missions in Canton, to 
Committee on Missions, 92. 

of J. S. ,M’Murray,, on election of presiding 
elders, to Committee on Itinerancy, 92. 

of Georgia Conference, on colored confer- 
ences, to Committee on Boundaries, 92, 93. 

From convention of ministers and members 
of M. E. Church in Georgia, on colored con- 
ference, to Committee on Episcopacy, 98, 94. 

from Germany and Switzerland, on Church 
extension fund, to Committee on Church 
Extension, 94, 

of J. J. Hight, on licensing exhorters, amend- 
ing the ritual, and qualification for admis- 
sion or election to orders, to Committee on 
Revisals, 95. 

of J. J. Hight, on raising supplies, to Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy, 95. 

of W. M’K. Hester, on episcopal districts, to 
Committee on Episcopacy, 96. 

of W. F. Cowles, on presiding elders, to Com- 
mitlee on Itinerancy, 96. 

of D. Stevenson, on fraternal relations with 
Church Sonth, to Committee on State of 
the Church, 96, 97. 

of Marshall W. Taylor, on colored work in 
Ohio and Indiana, to Committee on Bound- 
aries, 97. 

of L. C. Matlack, Louisiana, on conference 
action, (o Committee on Episcopacy, 97. 

of L. C. Matlack, on course of study, to Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy, 97. 

of L, C. Matlack, on book depository in New 
Orleans, to Committee on Book Concern, 97. 

of A. C. George, on judicial conferences, to 
Committee on Itinerancy, 98, 99. 

of Black River Conference, on boundaries, to 
Committee on Boundaries, 109. 

of Black River Conference, on administration, 
to Committee on Itinerancy, 109. 

of California Conference, on appointment of 
boards of trustees, to Committee on Re- 
visals, 109. 

of Central German Conference, on Sunday- 
schools, to Committee on Sunday-Schools 
and Tracts, 110. 

of laymen’s convention, on Sunday-schools, 
to Committee on Sunday-Schools and 
Tracts, 110. 

of quarterly conference of Newfield Charge, 
Central New York, on boundaries, to Com- 
mittee on Boundaries, 111. 

of Central New York Conference, on Woman’s 
Foreign Missionary Society, to Committee 
on Missions, 111, |. 

of Des Moines Conference, on support of 
bishops, to Committee on Episcopacy, 112. 

of Des Moines Conference, on lay representa- 
tion in annual conferences, to Committee 
on Revisals, 112. 

of Georgia Conference, on boundaries, to Com- 
mittee on Boundaries, 113. 

of Illinois Conference, on boundaries, to Com- 
mittee on Boundaries, 114, 

of Illinois Conference, on Sunday-school pa- 
per, to Committee on Sunday-Schools and 
Tracts, 114. ; 

of Minnesota Conference, on boundaries, to 
Committee on Boundaries, 116, 


of N. Y. E. Conference, on division of mission- 


ary work, to Committee on Missions, 116, 
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of New York East Conference; on vacation 
for bishops, to Committee on Episcopacy, 


of New York East Conference, on publishing 
interests, to Committee on Book Concern, 
117. 

of North Indiana Conference, on boundaries, 
to Committee on Boundaries, 117. 

from North Indiana: Conference, on support 
of bishops, to Committee on Episcopacy, 
1 


of North Indiana Conference, on temperance, 
to Committee on Temperance, 117. 
of North-west German’ Conference, on election 
be bishops, to Committee on Episcopacy, 
18. 


of North-west Indiana Conference, on bound- 
aries, to Committee on Boundaries, 11S, 

of Oregon Conference, on mission committee 
and boundaries, to Committee on Missions, 
118, 

of Oregon Conference, on smoking and chew- 
ing tobacco, to Committee on Kevisals, 118. 

of Oregon Conference, on: book depository, to 
Committee on Book Concern, 118, 

of Pittsburgh Conference, on episcopacy, to 
Committee on Episcopacy,. 119. 

of Providenwe Conference, and Providence 
preachers’ meeting, on boundaries, to Com- 
mittee on Boundaries, 119, 

of Saint Louis Conference, on book agent at 
Saint Louis, to Committee on Book Con- 
cern, 119. 

of Saint Louis Conference, on: Arkansas Con- 
ference, to Committee on: Boundaries, 119.. 

of Southern Illinois Conference, on Sunday- 
school tune and. song book, to Committee 
on Book Cuncern,, 120. 

of ministerial convention of Olney District, 
on district conferences, to Committee on 
Itinerancy, 121. 

of South-west German Conference, om epis- 
copasy, to Committee on Episcopacy, 121.. 

of South-west German Conference, om work 
in foreign lands, to Committee on Itiner- 
ancy, 121. 

of South-west German Conference, on editor 
of Sunday-school literature, to Committee 
on Sunday-Schools and Tracts, 121. 

of Troy Conference, on presiding eldership, to 
Committee on Itinerancy, 121. 

of Troy Conference, on insurance, to Commit- 
tee on Insurance, 121. 

of Troy Conference, on division of missionary 
societies, to Committee on Missions, 122, 

ef Upper Iowa Conference, Fairfax, Farley, 
Clinton, West Union, Buckingham, Cresco, 
State Center, Applington, Shellsburgh, Har- 
din, Brandon, Union Bridge, Tama City, 
Tipton, Fayette, West Irving, Burr Oak, 
Towa Falls, Lowden, Wheatland, Dayenrort, 
Johnson, Grundy Center, Iowa City, and 
Camanche, on boundaries, to Committee on 
Boundaries, 122, 123. 

of Upper Iowa Lay Electoral Conference, 
against quadrennial election of bishops, to 
Committee on Episcopacy, 128. 

of West Wisconsin Conference, on bishops, 
to Committee on Episeopacy, 128. 

of West Wisconsin Conference, on presiding 
eldership, to Committee on Itinerancy, 123. 

of W. J. Maclay, on slavery, to Committee on 
Revisals, 123. 

of F. M. Chaffee, on ratio of ministerial and 
lay representation, to Committee on Re- 
visals, 128, 124. 

of F, M. Chaffee, on weekly Sunday-School 
a he to Committee on Book Concern, 
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of W. Lawrence, on appointments of legal 
advisers in each state, to Committee on 
Church Extension, 124. 
of : W. Lawrence, on code of ecclesiastical 
aan and procedure, and duties of 
pases to Committee on Itinerancy, 125. 
of A. Harmount, on remanding superan- 
nuated bishops to annual conferences, etc., 
to Committee on Episcopacy, 125. 
of 8. L. Roberts, on official meetings, to Com- 
mittee on Revisals, 126. 
of J. 8S. M’Murray, on adjusting boundaries, 
to Committee on Itinerancy, 126. 
of J.S. M’Murray, on withdrawals, to Com- 
mittee on Revisals, 127. 
of 5. Barnes, on singing in divine worship, 
formula for baptizing children, and trustees, 
to Committee on Revisals, 127. 
of J. W. Weakley, on superannuating and 
retiring bishops, to Committee on Episco- 
pacy, 128. 
of J. W. Weakley, on election of assistant 
editors, to Committee on Revisals, 128. 
of N. Young, on election of colored bishops, 
to Committee on Episcopacy, 128. 
of N. Young, on colored conferences, to Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy, 128. 
of N. Young, on omitting the word “ colored,” 
to Committee on Revisals, 128. 
of B. Mitchell, on striking out the word 
% male” and inserting the word “ persons,” 
to Committee on Revisals, 129. 
of L. R. Fisk, on higher education, to Com- 
mittee on Education, 129. 
of J. Graham, on election of Sunday-school 
superintendents, to Committee on Revisals, 


129. 

of R. A. Caruthers, on representative quar- 
terly conferences, bishops and preachers on 
trial, to Committee on Revisals, 130, 131. 

of R. H. Hurlburt, on solemnization of matri- 
mony, to Committee on Revisals, 181. 

of W. 8, Prentice, on ratio of ministerial rep- 
resentation, to Committee on Itinerancy, 


182. 

of J. J. Hight, on receiving preachers from 
other Churches, and systematic beneficence, 
to Committee on Revisals, 132. 

of J. T. Simmons, on Missionary Advocate, to 
Committee on Missions, 132. 

of E. H. Waring, on expulsion, and minutes 
of quarterly conferences, to Committee on 
Revisals, 183. 

of W. F. Cowles, on election of presiding 
elders, to Committee on [tinerancy, 133, 

of W. EF. Cowles, on episcopal districts, to 
Committee on Episcopacy, 133. 

of H. D. Rice, on presiding eldership, and 
basis of representation in General Confer- 
ence, to Committee on Itinerancy, 183, 184. 

of D. Stevenson, on receiving members, to 
Committee on Revisals, 134. 

of Wm. Muir, on education, to Committee on 
Education, 184. 

of N. W. Taylor, on Freedmen’s Aid Society, 
to Committee on Freedmen, 184. f 

of R. Sapp, on boards of retirement, to Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy, 134. 

of BR. Sapp, on superannuated relation, to 
Committee on Revisals, 185. 

of B. Sapp, on Church Extension Society, to 
Committee on Church Extension, 130. 

of R. Sapp, on Church journalism, to Com- 
mittee on Book Concern, 135. 

of J. O. Rich, on receiving members, to Com- 
mittee on Revisals, 135. 

of I. D. King, on change of ritual, to Commit- 
tee on Revisals, 185. 
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of I. Coggshall, on locations made without 
consent of parties, to Committee on Itiner- 
ancy, 185. 

of I. D. King, on solemnization of matrimony, 
to Committee on Episcopacy, 136. 

of I. D. King, on classes and class-meetings, 
to Committee on State of the Church, 136. 

of W. H. Goode, on withdrawals, to Commit- 
tee on Revisals, 186. 

of L. Warner, on classification of bishops, to 
Committee on Episcopacy, 136. 

of L. J. Critchfield, on commission to Church 
South, to Committee on State of the 
Church, 186, 187. 

of J. F. Devore, on election of presiding elders, 
to Committee on Revisals, 187. 

of J. F. Devore, on district conferences, to 
Committee on Itinerancy, 187. 

of J. F. Devore, on bishops and their resi- 
dences, to Committee on Episcopacy, 137. 

of M. J. Talbot, on expulsions, to Committee 
on Revisals, 187, 188. 

of W. T. Harlow, on changing name of New 
England Conference, to Committee on Re- 
visals, 138. 

of W. T. Harlow, on presiding eldership, to 
Committee on Itinerancy, 1388. 

of D. A. Whedon, on quorum ofcommittee of 
trial, to Committee on Itinerancy, 139. 

of 8. A. W. Jewett, on presiding eldership, 
to Committee on Itinerancy, 189. 

of B. R. Bonner, on number and_residences 
of bishopts to Committee on Episcopacy, 
i ped 


of B. F. Crary, on district conferences, to 
Committee on Itinerancy, 139. 

of B. F. Crary, on weekly Sunday-School Ad- 
yocate, to Committee on Sunday-Schools 
and Tracts, 189. 

of B. F. Orary, on Ladies’ Repository, to 
Committee on Book Concern, 140. : 

of A. ©. George, on revision of Discipline, 
and intoxicating liquors, to Committee on 
Revisals, 140. 

of W. H. Gilman, on time of sessions_of Gen- 
ora Conference, to Committee on Revisals, 

40. 


of J. B. Middleton, on fraternal deputation to 
Chureh South, te Committee on Fraternal 
Correspondence, 141. 

of F, A. ous on divorce, to Committee on 
Revisals, 141. 

of 8. Tincher, on receiving members, to Com- 
mittee on Revisals, 141. 

of G. W. Hughey, on trial of book agents, 
editors, etc., ta Committee on Revisals, 141, 
142, 

of B. B. Pierce, on extending term of presid- 
ing elders’ service, to Committee on Revisals, 
142. 


of W. Stoker, on time of session of General 
Conference, to Committee on Itineranoy, 142. 

of J. Braden, on transfers, to Committee on 
E lecapacy, 142. 

of T. Coldwell, on fraternizing with Church 
Bont, to Committee on State of the Church, 

, 148. 

of A. J. Kynett, on Church Extension Society, 
to Committee on Church Extension, 143 

of E. Skinner, on solemnization of matrimony, 
to Committee on Revisals, 143. 

of H. Price, on the word “catholic,” to Com- 
mittee on Revisals, 143, 

of A, Brunson, on changing time of session of 
General Conference, to Committee on Itin- 
erancy, 148 

of D. M. Bates, on appeal of ministers, to Com- 
mittee on Revisals, 144. 
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of W. Kenney, on ministerial representation, to 
Committee on Revisals, 144. 

of H. A. Jones, on extending presiding elders’ 
term, to Committee on Itinerancy, 144. 

of C. D. Pillsbury, on district conferences, 
members, president, records, business, and 
sessions, to. Committee on Itinerancy, 144, 


145. 

of W. G. Queal, on duties of preachers in 
charge, to. Committee on Revisals, 145, 146. 

of Baltimore Conference, on episcopacy, to Com- 
mittee on Episcopacy, 155. 

of Baltimore Conference, on boundaries, to 
Committee on Boundaries, 155. 

of S. L. Baldwin, on form of appointment of 
foreign missionaries, to Committee on Mis- 

_ sions, 156. 

of Red Creek, Rose, Wolcott, Huron, Butler, 
and Sayannah Quarterly Conferences, on 
boundaries, to Committee on Boundaries, 


156. 

of St. Paul’s Church, Hazelton, on boundaries, 
to Committee on Boundaries, 157, 

of Central Pennsylvania Conference, on episco- 

acy, to Committee on Episcopacy, 157. 

aries Moines Conference, on presiding elder- 
ship, to Committee on Itinerancy, 158. 

of Illinois Conference, on debt of C. Atkinson 
to Book Concern, to Committee on Book 
Concern, 161. 

of India Conference, on appropriation of money 
for churches in India, to Committee on 
Church Extension, 161. 

of India Conference, on boundaries, to Com- 
mittee on Boundaries, 162. 

of Iowa Electoral Conference, on presiding eld- 
ership, to Committee on Itinerancy, 162. 

of Iowa Electoral Conference, on residence of 
bishops to be elected, to Committee on Epis- 
copesys 162. 

of Maine Conference, on Church extension, to 
Committee on Church Extension, 163. 

of Maine Conference, on non-admission to min- 
isterial office of any using tobacco, to Com- 
mittee on Temperance, 163. 

of Maine Conference, on Sunday-school books 
and papers, to Committee on Sunday-Schools 
and Tracts, 163. 

of Maine Conference, on presiding eldership, to 

' Committee on Itinerancy, 163. 

of Missouri Conference, on episcopacy, to Com- 
mittee on Episcopacy, 163. ‘ 

of Missouri Conference, on presiding eldership, 
to Committee on Itinerancy, 163. 

of H. Bannister, on conference probationers, to 
Committee on Itinerancy, 163. 

of New York Conterence, on Sunday mails, to 
Committee on State of the Church, 163. 

of New York Conference, on suspension of 
preachers in interval of conference, to Com- 
mittee on Revisals, 164. 

of North-west Indiana Conference, on insur- 
ance, to Committee on Insurance, 164. 

of preachers’ meeting of Lafayette, Indiana, on 
revision of Discipline, to Committee on Re- 
visals, 164, 

of I. C. Pershing, on district conferences, to 
Committee on Itinerancy, 165. 

of J. 8. Bracken, on boundaries, to Committee 
on boundaries, 165. 

of action of Providence Conference, on appoint- 
ment of temperance committees by quarterly 
conferences, to Committee on Revisals, 166. 

of action of Providence Conference on a new 
magazine, and on revision of hymn book, to 
Committee on Book Concern, 166. 

of Rock River Conference, adopted atits session 
gas 1871, to Committee on Revisals, 
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of South Carolina Conference, on boundaries, to 
Committee on Boundaries, 167 

of lay electoral conference of Tennessee 
Conference, against change in the episcopal 
ba of office, to Committee on Episcopacy, 


167. 

of T. M. Eddy, on destruction of parsonages 
and. churches during the war, to Committee 
on State of the Church, 169. 

of W. J. Maclay, on monthly magazine, to 
Committee on Book Concern, 169. 

of W.J. Maclay, on revision of Discipline, to 
Committee on Reyisals, 169. 

of Otis Gibson, on amending constitution of 
Missionai Society, and salaries paid to 
missionaries while on furlough, to Committee 
on Missions, 170. : 

of Otis Gibson, on superintendent of a mission, 
to Committee on Itinerancy, 170. 

of J. R. Tansey, on report of Missionary So- 
ciety, to Committee on Missions, 170. 

of J. R. Tansey, on amendment of Discipline 
and election of book agents, etc., to Commit- 
tee on Reyvisals, 170. ; 

of A. Harmount, on revision of Discipline, to 
Committee on Support of Bishops, 171. 

of A. Harmount, on revision of Discipline, to 
Comunittee on Itinerancy, 171. 

of B. Mitchell, on revision of Discipline, to 
Comunittee on Revisals, 171. 

of R. A. Caruthers, on revision of Discipline, to 
Committee on Revisals, 171, 172. 

of John Graham, on change of Discipline, to 
Committee on Reyisals, 172, 173, 

of G. W. Clarke, on traveling expenses of sup- 
erannuated preachers, to Committee on Itin- 
erancy, 173. ? 

of L. 8. Jacoby, on term of service of mission- 
ary, to Committee on Missions, 173. 

of W. 8. Prentice, on revision of Discipline, to 
Committee on Reyvisals, 173. 

of C. Nutt, on agents of Book Concern, to 

_ Committee on Book Concern, 173. 

of J. J. Hight, on revision of Discipline. in re- 
lation to annual conferences, to Committee 
on Revisals, 174. 

of E. H. Waring, on change of Discipline as to 
prosiaine, elders, to Committee on Itinerancy, 


of E. H. Waring, on books and publications of 
the Book Concern, to Committee on Book 
Concern, 174. 

‘of W. K. Marshall, on change in baptismal sery- 
ice, to Committee on Revisals, 174. 

of J. J. Wright, on district conferences, to 
Committee on Itinerancy, 174. 

of A. Shinkle, on change of Discipline, to Com- 
mittee on Reyisals, 175. 

of D. Stevenson, on relation of preacher in 
charge to trustees of Church property, to 
Committee on Revisals, 175. 

of M. W. Taylor, on establishment of confer- 
ences, and on additional laborers for the 

' African work, to Committee on Missions, 

175, 176. , 

of M. W. Taylor, on boundaries, to Committee 
on Boundaries, 175. 

of M. W. Taylor, on fraternal greetings, to 
Committee on Fraternal Correspondence, 175. 

of L. C. Matiack, on annual conferences re- 
porting male and female members peperstly. 
and inserting amendments in place in Disci- 
pline, to Committee on Revisals, 176. 

of P. Jaques, on changes in Discipline, to Com- 
mittee on Revisals, 176. 

of G. B. Jocelyn, on changes in Discipline, to 
Committee on Reyisals, 176, 177. 

of R. Sapp, on contracts between preachers 
and people, to Committee on Itinerancy, 177. 
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of R. Sapp, on change of Discipline, to Com- 
mittee on Revisals, 177. 

of R. Sapp, on loans by Church Extension 
Cae to Committee on Church Extension, 


of I’. M. Gossard, on episcopal erder and office, 
to Committee on Episcopacy, 177, 178. 

of T. M. Gossard, on change of Discipline, to 
Committee on Revisals, 178. 

of A. L. Brice, on church building, to Com- 
mittee on Revisals, 178. 

of I. D. King, on supernumerary preachers, to 
Coremittee on Revisals, 178, 179. 

of 8. D. Brown, on revision of Discipline, to 
Committee on Itinerancy, 179. 

of D. Curry, on support of bishops, to Special 
Committee on Support of Bishops, 179, 180. 

of W. C. Peirce, on education and churches, to 
Committee on Education, 180. 

of W. C. Peirce, on appointment of presidents 
of colleges, to Committee on Itinerancy, 181. 

of J. C. Reed, on extension of pastoral term, to 
Committee on Itinerancy, 181. 

of H. 8. Bundy, on missionary bishops, to Spe- 
cial Committee on Support of Bishops, 181. 

of H. S. Bundy, on courts of appeal, to Com- 
mittee on Reyisals, 181. 

of H. 8. Bundy, on consolidation of benevolent 
causes, to Committee on State of the Church, 
181. 

of J. M. Trimble, on paying expenses of trust- 
ees of Methodist Episcopal Church, to Com- 
mittee on State of the Church, 181, 182. 

of M. J. Talbot, on leaders and stewards, to 
Committee on Reyvisals, 182. 

of A. C. George, on presiding elders’ districts, 
to Committee on Reyvisals, 183. 

of A. ©. George, on secretaries of missionary 
societies, to Committee on Missions, 183. 

of E. G. Wood, on systematic benevolence, to 
Committee en State of the Church, 183, 184. 

of F. A. Hester, on judicial conference, to 
Committee on Ttinerancy, 184. 

of §. Tincher, on revision of Discipline, to Com- 
mittee on Reyisals, 184. 

of A. Klippel, on editor of German Sunday- 
school publications, te Committee on Sun- 
day-Schools and Tracts, 154, 

of D. Rutledge, on fraternal relations, to Com- 
mittee on Fraternal Correspondence, 184, 


185. 

of J. C. W. Coxe, on election of stewards, to 
Committee on Reyisals, 186. 

of J. C. W. Coxe, on Missionary Advocate, to 
Committee on Missions, 186. 

of J. W. C. Coxe, on presiding elders, to Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy, 186. 


of E. P. Phelps, on Church property in South, ; 


to Committee on State of Church, 186. 
of T. M. Fullerton, on support of superannu- 
ated preachers, to Committee on Levisals, 


of T. J. Thompson, on nominal appointments 
for effective men, to Committee on Itiner- 
ancy, 187. 

of T. J. Thompson, on salaries of preachers, to 
Committee on Revisals, 187. 

of W. Kenney, on unification of Methodism, to 
Committee on State of the Church, 187. 

of G. M. Steele, on action of bishops, and com- 
bining certain Advocates, to Committee on 
Book Concern, 187, 188. 

of C. D. Pillsbury, on temperance, to Com- 
mittee on Temperance, 15S. 

of C. D. Pillsbury. on professors and quarterly 
conferences, to Committee on Revisals, 188. 

of district stewards’ meeting of Winchester 
District, to Committee on Boundaries, 190. 
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of Central New York Conference, on monthly 
magazine, to Committee on Book Concern, 
190, 191. : 

of Central New York Conference, on mission- 
ary literature, to Committee on Missions, 
191 


of Central New York Conference, on Sunday- 
School Advocate, to Committee on Sunday- 
Schools and Tracts, 191. 

of Central New York Conference, on temper- 
ance, to Committee on Temperance, 191. 

of Delaware District Meeting, Central Ohio 
Conference, on boundaries, to Committee on 
Boundaries, 191. 

of Buffulo District Ministerial Association, on 
ep couaes to Committee on Episcopacy, 


of Holston Conference, on Methodist Advo- 
cate at Atlanta, to Committee on Book Con- 
cern, 194, 

of Maine Conference, on family worship, to 
Committee on State of the Church, 194, 

of Quarterly Conferences .of St. Luke’s, Cen- 
tral, Thirtieth-street, Lexington Avenue, 
Washington Square Churches, and City 
Church Extension and Missionary Society, 
to Committee on Boundaries, 195. 

of Providence Conference, on Temperance, to 
Cominittee on Temperance, 197. 

of Providence Conference, on missionary peri- 
odicals and missionaries in the South, to 
Committee on Missions, 197. 

of New England conference of presiding eld- 
ers, on official standing and local preach- 
ers, to Committee on Reyvisals, 197. 

of presiding elders’ conference of New En- 
gland, on probation, to Committee on State 
of the Church, 197. 

of Providence Conference, on new magazine, 
to Committee on Book Concern, 197. 

of Wisconsin Conference, on episcopacy, to 
Committee on Episeopacy, 198. 

of Wisconsin Conference, on Scandinavian 
wore to Committee on Scandinavian Work, 


of L. L. Palmer, on Apostles’ Creed, to Com- 
mittee on Revisals, 198, 199. 

of J. Wythe, on burial service, to Committee 
on Reyisals, 199. 

of F. M. Chaffee, on Missionary Advocate, to 
Committee on Book Concern, 199. 

of W. Lawrence, on unity of Methodism, to 
Committee on State of the Church, 199. 

of J. I. Marley,.on certificates of Church- 
nessa ipod to Committee on Revisals, 199, 

of T. G. Potter, on editors and dedications, to 
Committee on Book Concern, 200. 

of R. H. Hurlburt,.on change of name Book 
Poncerh to Committee on Book Concern, 

0. 


of W.S. Prentice,.on Sunday-school superin- 
tendents, to-Committee on Reyisals, 200. 

of W. E. Johnson, on three Advocates, to 
Commitee on Book Concern, 200, 201. 

of W. M’K. Hester, on Presbyterian ordina- 
tion, te Committee on Episcopacy, 201. 

of J, J. Hight, on support of bishops, to Special 
Committee on Support of Bishops, 201, 202. 

of H. Shaw, Jr., on laymen for book agents, to 
Conimittee on Book Concern, 202. 

of J. Parker, on reception of fraternal dele- 
nee to Committee on Fraternal Delegates, 

of J. O. Rich, on deacons’ and elders’ orders, to 
Committee on Revisals, 202. 

of T. B. Lemon, on selling books on credit, to 
Committee on Book Concern, 202, 203. 


758 


(Resolutions, etc., referred, continued.) 


. of T. B. Lemon, on reception of licentiates, to 

Committee on Revisals, 203, 

of J. I. Crane, on temperance, to Committee 

_on Revisals, 203, 204. 

ef D. Sherman, on change of name ‘of confer- 
ence, to Committee on Boundaries, 204. 

of I. D. King, on deacon and elder admipister- 
ing the sacraments, to Committee on Revi- 
sals, 204, 

of L. H. King, on parsonages for worn-out 
preachers, to Committee on Itinerancy, 204, 

of W. C. Pierce, on renewing licenses, to 
Committee on Revisals, 205, 

of J. F. Devore, on slavery, to Committee on 
Revisals, 205. 

of J. Williams, on term of ministerial service, 
to Committee on Revisals, 205. 

of O. A. Holmes, on ordination of local preach- 
ers, to Committee on Revisals, 205, 

of G. Goodrich, on change of Discipline, to 
Committee on Revisals, 206. 

of J. B. Middleton, on day of fasting, to'Com- 
mittee on Episcopacy, 207, 

of B. R. Pierce, on publication of salaries, to 
Committee on Book Concern, 207. 


of A. Klippel, on lay representation, to Com- | 


mittee on Revisals, 207. 


of D. Rutledge, on Missionary Advocate, to | 


Committee on Book Concern, 207, 208. 

of D. Rutledge, on attendance of children on 
public worship, to Committee on Sunday- 
Schools and Tracts, 208. 

of T. H. Logan, on Missionary Advocate, to 
‘Committee on Missions, 208, 

of J. E. Stillman, on baptized children, to. Com- 
mittee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts, 208. 

of J. B. Quigg, on committee for trial, to 
Committee on Revisals, 208. 

of W. G. Miller, on book depository, to Com- 
mittee on Book Concern, 208, 209. 

of D. Stevenson, on deputation to General 
Conference of Church South, to Committee 
on State of the Church, 209. 

of Lowa Lay Electoral Conference, on equal lay 
and clerical representation, to Committee on 
Revisals, 213. 

of New Jersey Conference, on Sabbath desecra- 
tion, to Committee on Sanctification of Sab- 
bath, 213. 

of New York East Conference, on Church’ sta- 
tistics, to Committee on Revisals, 218. 

of laymen’s convention, on episcopacy, to 
Committee on Episcopacy, 215. 

of R. G. Davisson, on ‘consolidation of Sun- 
day-School Advocate, Good News, and Mis- 
sionary Advocate, to Committee on Sunday- 
Schools and Tracts, 216. e 

of O. Gibson, on price of books and California 
Advoeate, to Committee on Book Concern, 

of D. D. Lore, on employing returned mis- 
sionaries, to Committee on Missions, 216. 

of A. J. Phillips, on presiding elders and 
preachers, to Committee on Revisals, 216, 
217, 


of A. Harmount, on course of study for local 
preachers, to Committee on Itinerancy, 217, 
218. 

of A. Harmount, on bishops’ salaries, to Special 
Committee on Support of Bishops, 218. 

of L. R. Fisk, on reception of probationers, to 
Committee on Revisals, 218, 219. 

of J. 8. M’Calmont, on church building, to 
Committee on Revisals, 219. 

of W.8. Prentice, on sale of Church property, 
to Committee on Revisals, 220. 

of W. E. Johnson, on presiding eldership, to 
Committee on Itineraney, 220. 
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(Resolutions, etc., referred, continued.) 
‘of J. Kiger, on support of Bees elders, to 
Committee on Revisals, 220. 
of J. F, Simmons, on real estate of Missionary 
Society, to Committee on Missions, 220. 
of I. A. Hammer, on support of bishops, to 
Special Committee om Support of Bishops, 
920, 221. 
of E. H. Waring, on duties of secretary of con- 
ference and statistics, to Committee on Re- 
‘visals, 221, 222. ° 
of W. K. Marshall, on six months’ probation, to 
Committee on Revisals, 222, 228. 
of W. H. Black, on presiding eldership, to Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy, 223. 
of L. C. Maftlack, on fraternal delegates to 
Church South, to Committee on State of the 
Church, 223. 
of C. Munger, on ‘restoring words of Wesley, to 
_ Committee on Revisals, 228, 224. 
of D. Brooks, on changing class-leaders, to 
Committee on Revisals, 224. 
of N. Shumate, on conference of colored mem- 
bers, to Committee on Boundaries, 224. 
of W. A. Burr, on ‘weekly Sunday-school 
_ papers, Missionary Advocate and Sunday- 
School Advocate, to: Committee on Sunday- 
Schools and Tracts, 224. 
of J. F. Devore, on dancing, to Committee on 
State of the Church, 225, 
of W. C. Robinson, on papHouint ritual, to Com- 
mittee on Revisals, 225. 
of W. Hunter, on attending the sacraments, to 
Committee on Revisals, 225. 
of M. J. Talbot, on temperance, to Commrittee 
on Temperance, 225. 
of M. Sorin, on er of stewards, to Commit- 
tee on Revisals, 225, 226. 
of G. W. Hughey, on who 'shall attend annual 
conferences, to Committee on Revisals, 226. 
J. Braden, on support of superannuated 
cee to Committee on Itinerancy, 226, 
2! 


of W. R. Fayle, on division of Texas into two 
Se to Committee on Boundaries, 

of E. Carter, on female stewards, to Committee 
on Woman’s Work in the Church, 227. 

of E. Wentworth, on ratio of representation, to 
Committee on Revisals, 227. 

of J. E. Stillman, on superannuated preachers, 
to Committee on Support of Bishops, 227. 

of Black River Conference, on popular amuse- 
a) to Committee on State ofthe Church, 


of California Conference, on book interests in 
ere to Committee on Book Coneern, 

of New York Conference, on licensing women 
to preach, to Committee on Woman’s Work 
in the Church, 234. 

of West Virginia Conference, on episcopacy 
and presiding eldership, to Committee on 
Episcopacy, 234. 

of H. Slicer, on class-meetings, to Committee 
on State of the Church, 235. 

of D. D. Lore, on torm 'of public worship, to 
Committee on State of the Church, 235. 

of D. D. Lore, on bishops resting for a year, to 
Committee on Episcopacy, 236. 

of J. T. Peck, on meaning of “Christian per- 
fection,” to Committee on Revisals, 236. 

of J. F. Marley, on number of seminaries and 
colleges, to Committee on Reyisals, 236. 

of J. A. Jones, on masonry, to Committee on 
State of the Church, 236, 237. 

of R. A. Caruthers, on making the reading of 
Discipline and Bible correspond, to Commit- 
tee on Reyvisals, 237. 
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of S. Hubbard, on term of ministerial service, 
to Committee on Revisals, 237. 

of D. Decker, on appointment of book editor, 
to Committee on Book Concern, 287. 

of W. F. Cowles, on omitting vain repetitions 
from ritual, to Committee on Revisals, 237. 

of J. J. Wright, on advertisements of quack 
doctors, to Committee on Book Concern, 238, 

of R. L. Harford, on Ladies’ Repository, to 
Committee on Book Concern, 288. 

of W. H. Black, on meaning of “diversions,” 
to Committee on Revisals, 238, 239. 

of W.H. Perrine, on lay delegation, to Com- 
mittee on Reyvisals, 239. 

of T. M. Goddard, on sinful tempers, to Com- 
mittee on Education, 240. 

of J. B. Maxfield, on Educational Society, to 
Committee on Education, 240, 241. 

of T. B. Lemon, on Missionary Advocate, to 
Committee on Missions, 241. 

of L. R. Thayer, on monthly magazine, to Com- 
mittee on Book Concern, 241. 

of W. F. Warren, on episcopal supervision of 
foreign missions, to Committee on Episco- 
pacy, 241, 242. 

of C. M. Dinsmore, on new hymn-book, to 
Committee on New Hymn-Book, 242. 

of J. B. Dobbins, on withdrawals, to Commit- 
tee on Revisals, 242. 

of T. H. M’Grath, on division of California 
Conference, to Committee on Boundaries, 
242. 

of W. Goss, on quarterly conference action, to 
Committee on Boundaries, 242, ; 

of ©. D. Foss, on temperance, to Committee 
on Temperance, 242, 

of C. A. Loeber, on German magazine, to Com- 
mittee on Book Concern, 2438. 

of J. F. Devore, on building churches, to Com- 
mittee on Revisals, 243. j 

of M. J. Talbot, on preachers on trial, to 
Committee on Revisals, 243. 

of A. Webster, on “our people of color,” 
to Committee on Revisals, 243. 

of O. F. Burdick, on responsibility of Church- 
members holding certificates of membership, 
to Committee on Revisals, 244. 


of H. Eaton, on committee for trial, to Com- 


mittee on Revisals, 244, A 
of W. Kenney, on separate voting, to Commit- 
tee.on Revisals, 245. 
of 8. Allen, to change name of Book Concern, 
to Committee on Book Concern, 272. ; 
of S. F. Wetherbee, on re-baptism, to Commit- 
tee on Revisals, 272. 


of C. M. Dinsmore, on denominational news-' 
papers, to Committee on State of the Church, 
2 


of ‘W. F. Mallalieu, on education, to Commit-' 


tee on Education, 278: 


of W. R. Clark, on illegal action of a marterly. 


conference, to Committee on Revisals, 273. 


of lay convention, on the episcopacy, to Com-’ 


mittee on Episcopacy, 274. k 

of lay convention, in favor of union of all 
Methodist Churches, to Committee on Church 
Union, 274. 

of Central German Conference, in relation to 
German bishop, to Committee on Episco- 
pacy, 274. 

of New England Conference, on tract cause, to 

Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts, 

276. 4 

of Matteawan-street Church, on boundaries, to 
Committee on Boundaries, 278. 

of St. Louis Conference, in relation to book 
depository, to Committee on Book Concern, 


278. 
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of H. Ritchie, on support of superannuated 
peerenees etc, to Committee on Reyisals, 


of 8. L. Roberts, on removal of members, to 
Committee on Revisals, 279. 

of L. 8. Jacoby, on number of bishops, to.Com- 
mittee on Episcopacy, 280. 

of W. 8. Prentice, on term “complaints,” to 
Committee on Revisals, 280. 

of P. Wood, on claims of presiding elders and 
pastors, to Committee on Itinerancy, 280. 

of W. E, Johnson, on changing the word “gen- 
eral,” in baptismal service, to Committee on 
Revisals, 281. 

of W. K. Marshall, on change of address in 
renee office, to Committee on Revisals, 


of A. Shinkle, on mode of taking vote, to Com- 
mittee on Revisals, 281. 

of W. L. Muir, on stationing preachers, to 
Committee on Revisals, 282. 

of J. Nicols, on reducing number of presiding 
elders, to Committee on Itineraney, 282. 

of R. S. Stubbs, on bethels for mariners, to 
Committee on Seamen’s Cause, 282. 

of W. Goss on restricting term of appoint- 
ment, to Committee on Itinerancy, 283. 

of J. F. Devore, on a world’s peace congress, 
to Committee on State of the Church, 288. 

of 8. A. W. Jewett, on publishing interests, to 
Committee on Book Concern, 288. 

of R. Allyn, on electing provisional bishops, 
to Committee on Episcopacy, 284. 

of W. Stoker, on incorporation of religious 
societies, to Committee on State of the 
Church, 284, 

of C. H. Burdick, on band organizations, to 
Committee on Revisals, 284, 

of H. Price, on boards of publication, to Com- 
mittee on Book Concern, 285, 

of A, Martin, on striking out paragraph 46 of 
appendix of Discipline, and of omitting the 
letter ¢ from the word archangels, to Com- 
mittee on Revisals, 285. 

of J. E. Stillman, on law questions, to Com- 
mittee on Revisuls, 286. 

of W. G. Miller, on number, ete., of missionary 
secretaries, to Committee. on Missions, 286. 

of W. G. Miller, on Church income, to Com- 
mittee on Revisals, 256. 

of D. C. Olmstead, on mode of removal of an 
editor or agent, to Committee on Revisals, 
286. 


on subject of African colonization, to Commit- 
tee on 'Freedmen, 800. i 

of 8. Allen, on office of book agent, to Commit- 
tee on Book Concern, 309. - 

of W. A. Burr, on change of Discipline, to 
Committee on Revisals, 311. 

of Wm. Cooper, on youth’s library, on cheap: 
literature, and on tracts, to Committee on ° 
Book Concern, 811, 

of W. M’K. M’Elfresh, on families of deceased 
ae a to Committee on Book Concern, 

11. 


of A. Harmount, on union of Methodist bodies, 
on trustees, and on condition of member- 
rae Committee on State of the Church, 

1, 812. 

of 8. L. Roberts, on raising the character, etc., 
of our Church literature, to Committee on 
Book Concern, 812. 

of J. B. Dobbins, on presiding elders’ districts, 
to Committee on Revisals, 313. 

of J. Kiger, on quarterly conference questions, 
to Committee on Revisals, 313. 

of G. B. Jocelyn, on agent, etc., of Book Con- 
cern, to Committee on Revisals, 318, 
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of F. M. Chaffee, on boundaries of Lllinois 
Conference, to Committee on Boundaries, 
814. 

of W. H. Hunter, on change in baptismal 
service, to Committee on Revisals, 314. 

of N. Lathrop, on changes in the Discipline, to 
Committee on Revisals, 314. 

of I. D. King, on conference examiners, to 
Committee on Revisals, 514. 

of J. S. Stillwell, on woman’s work in the 
Church, to Committee on Itinerancy, 314. 

on the taking of depositions, to Committee on 
Revisals, 315. 





of I. Corwin, on quorum of General Confer- 
ence, and vote by orders, to Committee on 
Itinerancy, 315. 

of L. Critchfield, on General Conference dele- 
gates, and mode of voting, to Committee on 
Revisals, 316. 

of W. L. Muir, on case of Bishop Roberts, to 
Committee on Episcopacy, 380, 


Restrictive Rule, 
yote on changing, 54. 


Revisals, Committee on, 
appointment of, 74, 86; changes in, 158, 189; 
may make verbal changes, 280; Report No. 
I, authorizing the bishops to appoint a com- 
mission one cclesiastical jurisprudence, 294; 
Report No. XVIII, on order of business in 
annual conferences, 408; on jurisdiction of 
annual conferences over preachers on trial, 
437; on rescinding disciplinary regulation 
on withdrawals, 437; Report No. XV, on 
changing certain matters in Discipline, 440; 
Report No. XVII, on order of quarterly con- 
ference business, 429, 480; Report No, XIX, 
on change of Discipline, 483, 484; exceptions 
to limitations to appointment, 437. 
Richardson, Bishop, 
introduced to the Conference, 206; leave-taking 
of, 292. 


Rock River Conferenc 
ministerial delegates of, 37; 
525 boundaries of, SIT : 495, 


Rocky Mountain Conference, 
boundaries of, 303, 425. 
‘Ross, Mrs. H. Z., 
memorial of, 91, 289. 
Rules of Order, 
temporary, 43; committee on, 59; report on, 
60, 61; amended, 100. 


e 
lay delegates of, 


Sabbath, Sanctity of, 
committee on, 182, 211; report on, 359. 


Saint Louis Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 387; lay delegates of, 
52; extract from journal on resident agent, 
419; action of, in relation to Arkansas Con- 
ference, 119 action of, on book depository 
at Kansas City, 278 ; boundaries of, 417, 426 ; 
authorized to divide, 427. 


Sanderson, G. R., 
introduced to Conference, 107; credentials and 
%. address of, 158, 808, 493, 496 


“ Scandinavian Work, 
committee on, 87, 106, 108, 206; report on, 347, 
848; resolution of committee requesting 
Tract Society to aid in supporting Scandi- 
navian paper, 348, 
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Scott, Bishop, 
ruling of, approved, 253, 


Seamen’s Cause, 
committee on, 213, 252; report on, 360, 


Simpson, Bishop, 
decision of, on vote by orders, 147, 148; address 
of, in memorial services for deceased bishops, 
257. 


South Carolina Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 87; lay delegates of, 
52; boundaries of, 417, 425. . 


South-eastern Indiana Conference, 
ministerial delegates of 87; lay delegates of, 
52; boundaries of, 417, 425. 


Southern Illinois Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 87; lay delegates of, 
52; resolution of, on Sunday-school tune- 
book, 120; boundaries of, 425. 


South-west German Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 87; lay delegates of, 
52; resolutions of, in respect to episcopacy 
and our work in foreign lands, 121; action of, 
in relation to an editor of general Sunday- 
school literature, 167; boundaries of, 417, 425. 


Special Committees, 
on insurance of Church property, 87. 5 405. 
one ouauierie work, 87, 106, 108, 347, 848, 
49, 

on expenses of General Conference, support of 
bishops, etc., 87, 106, 218, 220, 231, 247, 248, 
249, 251. 

on temperance, 87, 105, oe 

on pastoral address, 87, 105 

on expenses of delegates, st, 105, 898, 399, 400. 

on Bible Society, 87, 105, 

on Metropolitan Church, a 105, 884, 387. 

on. coun of American’ Independence, 104 

, 888. 
on memoirs, 104. 
on miouurnant to Bishop Kingsley, 89, 106, 230, 


on fraternal correspondence, 89, 106, 887. 
on the Sabbath, 182, 211. 
pe ona work in the Church, 188, 210, 891- 


on union with Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Canada and other bodies, 206, 211, 412. 

on revision of hymn-book, 185, O11, 374, 376. 

on Book Concern, 102, 148, 150. 

on chartered fund, 182, O11. 

on deputation to Woman's Foreign Missionary 
Society, 183, 211. 

on support of. ministry, 215, 252, 390. 

on relations of benevolent societies, 282, 272, 
295-298, 299. 

to nominate trustees of the M. E. Church, 251, 
252, 874, 402, 717. 

on seamen’s cause, 252. 

on Seapets of General Conference officers, 281, 
28 

on alleged informality in ballot for editor of 
Ladies’ Repository, 356, 358, 370. 


Stackhouse, H., 
introduced to Conference, 159, credentials, 517. 


Standing Committees, Reports of, 

Apprats.—No. I, on case of J. B. Craig, decis- 
ion of Central Illinois onrenee affirmed. 
229; No. Il, on case of J. 8. Moore, new 
trial ordered, 271, 802; of R. May, new trial 
ordered, 271, 302; No. III, on case of B. D. 
Palmer, new trial ordered, 271, 303; No. IV, 
on case of T. B. Taylor, new trial "ordered, 
803; No. V, on case of W. G. aoa de 
cision affirmed, 315, 816; on case of A. 
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Kirkpatrick, decision reversed, 828; No. 
VII, on case of J. Vannote, decision re- 
versed, 829, 430; No. VIII, on case of W. 
R. Hoback, remanded for new trial, 395; 
No. LX, on case of H. 8. Shaw, decision af- 
firmed, 895; No. X, on case of W. M. 
Smith, disposition of papers, 407. 


Book Concrrn.—No. I, on memorial of Mrs. 
Ross, on claim against C. Atkinson, and on 
memorial of J. V. R. Miller. adopted, 289 ; 
No. II, on book interests of Oregon and Col- 
orado, adopted, 376,377; No. IV, on election 
of secretaries for the Missionary and the 
Church Extension Societies, adopted, 321, 
823; No. V, on election of General Confer- 
ence officers, amended and adopted, 341, 342; 
No. VI, on book interests at San Francisco, 
adopted, 430, 431; on periodicals and depos- 
itories, 435, 486; No. VII, item 1, on loca- 
tion of the principal publishing houses, 
adopted, 857, 897; item 2, on number of 
agents, adopted, 358, 897; items 8, 4, 5, 6, on 
duties of agents, terms of furnishing stock, 
and modes of keeping accounts, adopted, 
858, 397, 398; item 7, on mode of estimating 
property, adopted, 360, 898; item 8, on giv- 
ing undivided attention to duty, adopted, 
860. 898; item 9, on constitution and powers 
of Book Committee, referred to special com- 
mittee, 370; amended and adopted, 396; 
item 10, on rules governing Book Com- 
mittee, referred to same committee, 361; 
adopted, 397; item 11, on editors, adopted, 
861, 399; No. III, on new monthly maga- 
zine, etc., etc., amended and adopted, 380; 
No. VIII, on instructing book agents to re- 
port salaries, 448. 


Bounparies.—No. I, on bishops’ plan for de- 
termining boundaries, adopted, 228; No. II, 
of Arkansas, adopted, 287; of Rocky Mount- 
ain, adopted, 303; of Chicago German, 
North-west German, and Oentral Ohio, 
adopted, 304; No. IV, on boundaries of 
Black River Conference, adopted, 325; as a 
whole, 417-428; on Alabama, California, 
Central Illinois, Central Ohio, Central Penn- 
sylvania, adopted, 4138; Indiana, Iowa, 
adopted, 416; New York, North Indiana, 
adopted, 416; Pittsburgh, Providence, Rock 
River, South Carolina, South-eastern Indi- 
ana, South-west German, St. Louis, Tennes- 
see, Texas, Troy, Upper Iowa, West Wis- 
consin, Washington, committee on, in- 
structed, 287; Wisconsin Conferences, 
adopted, 417. 


Cuoron Exrensron.—No. I, on legal advisers 
to be appointed by bishops, adopted, 229, 
230; No. II, on quorum of board of mana- 
gers, adopted, 383.; on number of board of 
managers, adopted, 383; on constitution, 
powers, duties, etc., of board of managers, 
and form of application, adopted, 337-341 5 
No. III, on amount of loans, etc., made by 
the society, adopted, 841; No. IV, on loan 
fund, ete., adopted, 442; No. VI, on incor- 
poration of board, 404. 

Epvoarion.—No. I, on common schools, 441 ; 
No. IJ, on Baker University, 292; No. III, 
on educational institutions in Germany and 
Switzerland, 298; No. VI, on electing cor- 
responding secretary, etc., adopted, 875, 
876; No. VII, on filling vacancies in board, 
411; No, X, on German theological school, 
441. 


Episcopaocy.—In relation to memorial serv- 


ices of deceased bishops, 158, 154; No. II, } 
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| (Standing Committees, continued.) 

on ruling of Bishop Scott approved, adopt- 
ed, 253; No, III, on transfers, 253; No. 1V, 
on colored bishops, 253; No. V, on number 
of bishops, 254; on senior bishops having 
rest, adopted, 257; on tenure of episcopal 
office, 802; on ordaining preachers by pre- 
siding elders, 802; on time and place of or- 
dination of bishops, 316, 317; No. VI, on 
residences of bishops, 320; on administra- 
tion of bishops, 846; No. VII, placing 
Bishop Morris on non-effective list, 487. 

FrerpMen.—No. I, on recognition, etc., 800- 
802; No. II, on Freedmen’s Aid Society, 


412, 413. 
IrinERANoy.—No. I, on ratio of ministerial 
representation in General Conference, 


adopted, 345; No. II, on trials of appeals 
of ministers, adopted, 404, 405; on trial of 
and appeal of bishops, 406; No. III, on or- 
dination of local preachers, 448; No. V, on 
journals of conferences, 447. 

Missions.—No. I, on reorganization of General 
Missionary Committee, 209, 210; adopted, 
247; No. II, on relation of mission confer- 
ences, adopted, 288; No. IV, on separation 
of home and foreign work, adopted, 288; 
No. V, on Woman’s Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety, and on constituting the Missionar: 
Society trustee in certain cases, 294; No. VI, 
on change of constitution of Missionary So- 
ciety, adopted, 826; No. X, on amendment 
of third article of constitution, adopted, 348, 
844; No. VII, on missionary moneys, 447 ; 
No. XIII, on foreign missions, 448. 

SrzTe or THE Cuurce,—No. I, on week of 
prayer, adopted, 230; No. IT, on classes and 
class-meetings, amended and adopted, 350, 
851; No. III, on_ sinful amusements, 
adopted, 379; No. IV, on sense of the term 
laymen, 442; No. VI, on relations with M. 
K. Church, South, 402, 403; No. VII, on 
district conferences, 410, 411; final report, 
general review, 431, 483. 


Sunday-School Advocate, 
to be published weekly, 829. 


Sunday-School and Tract Publica- 
tions, 
editor of, elected, 342; report of committee on, 
448, 


Sunday-Schools and Tracts, 
committee on, 76, 96, 152; report of, on Ger- 
man editors and publications, 294; on Sunday- 
School Advocate, 829; on editor of Sunday- 
School Journal, 855; on report of collections, 
433; on changes in the Discipline, 335. 
Sunday-School Union, 
quadrennial report of the, 178, 696; board of 
managers of, 382; report of, presented, 178, 
696. 


Superannuates, 
division of, in Central, Northern, and Western 
New York Conferences, 369; commission to 
fix conference relations of, 369. 


Support of the Ministry, 
committee on, 215, 252; report on, 390. 
Sutherland, A., 
introduced to Conference, 107; credentials and 
era of, 158, 159, 493, 500; leave-taking of, 


Temperance, 
committee on, 105; Foss, C. D., on, 242; report 
on, 883, 
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Tennessee Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 87; eh delegates of, 52; 
action of, on episcopacy, 167; boundaries of, 
417, 426. 
Texas Conference, 
ministerial delegate of, 88; lay delegate of, 52; 
| engin 417, 426; authorized to divide, 


Thanks, Committee on preparing, 
appointment of, 395, 407; report of, 446. 
Thanks of General Conference, 
to Simpson Church, 817; to W. L. Harris, 
B18, 319; to Committee of Arrangements, 
446; to postmaster, 446; to manager of 
Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Company, 
446; to Daily Christian Advocate, 446; to 
reporters, 446; to various daily papers, 446; 
to oflicers of railway and steamboat com- 
panies, 446; to secretaries of Conference, 
447, 


Theological Seminaries, 
Boston, ‘report of, 234, 711; Drew, report of, 
810, 716. 

Thompson, J. B., 
introduced to Conference, 245, 


Thomson, Bishop, 
memorial services for, 259, 261. 
Tract Society, 


call on to sustain the Sandebudet, 349.; board 
H pieagers of, 882 ; report of secretary of, 
19. 


Troy Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 88; lay delegates of, 
52; action of, on presiding eldership, on in- 
surance, and on division of missionary work, 
121; boundaries of, 417, 426. 


Union, Church, 
committee on, 211; report on, 411, 412. 
Upper Iowa Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 38; lay delegates of, 
52; action of, regarding boundaries, 122; 
boundaries of, 417, 426. 


Vermont Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 88; lay delegates of, 
53; boundaries of, 426. 
Vincent, J. H., 
election of, as editor, 342. 
Virginia Conference, 
ministerial delegate of, 88; lay delegate of, 
58; boundaries of, 426. 
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Washington Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 38; lay delegates of, 
58; boundaries of, 417, 426. 


Western Christian Advocate, 
election of editor of, 353. 


Western New York Conference, 
boundaries of, 426. 


West Virginia Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 38; lay delegates of, 
53; boundaries of 417, 427. 


West Wisconsin Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 88; lay delegates of, 
53; action of, on general superintendency, on 
peeeing eldership, and on boundaries, 123; 
oundaries of, 417, 427. 
Wheat, E. A,, 
introduced to Conference, 108; credentials and 
address of, 159, 517. 
Whedon, D. D., 
election of, as editor, 343. 
Wild, J., 
introduced to Conference, 159; credentials and 
address of, 206, 528, 526; leave-taking of, 327 
Williams, C. H., 
introduced to Conference, 108; credentials and 
address of, 159, 517, 518. 
Wilmington Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 88; lay delegates of, 53 ; 
boundaries of, 427. 
Wisconsin Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 38; lay delegates of, 
53; action of, on episcopacy and on Scandina- 
vian work, 198; boundaries of, 417, 427. 
Wiseman, Luke, 
introduced to Conference, 107; credentials and 
address of, 107, 458, 462; leave-taking of, 180. 
Woman’s Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety, 
deputation to, 183; memorial of, 234, 781. 
Woman's Work in the Church, 
committee on, 188, 210; report on, 378, 391. 
Woodruff, George W.., 
elected secretary, 317; appointed associate 
editor of the Journal and of the Discipline, 
368, 369 
Wyoming Conference, 
ministerial delegates of, 39; lay delegates of, 58 ; 
memorial to, on change to Discipline, 145, 
168; on temperance, 235; boundaries of, 427. 
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